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GENERAL  REPORT. 


The  contents  of  the  present  volume  comprise  a  report  of  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1894,  and  of  that  which  relates  to  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  for 
the  calendar  year  1894. 

This  first  portion,  the  general  report,  paged  in  Roman  numerals, 
includes  a  brief  statement  of  the  work  done  under  the  statutes  which 
define  the  work  of  the  Board,  and  contains  a  summary  of  the  vital 
statistics  of  the  State  for  the  year  1893. 

The  second  part  of  the  report,  paged  in  Arabic  numerals,  contains 
the  fuller  details  of  the  work  of  the  Board,  under  the  acts  relating 
to  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  Food  and  Drug  Inspection,  Report- 
ing of  Infectious  Diseases  and  such  papers  relating  to  special  topics 
as  the  Board  has  deemed  it  desirable  to  publish. 

The  following  members  comprised  the  Board  in  1894  :  — 


Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman. 


Frank  W.  Draper. 
Hiram  F.  Mili^. 
James  W.  Hull. 


Joseph  W.  Hastings. 
Gerard  C.  Tobey. 
Charles  H.  Porter. 


C.  H.  Porter  of  Quincy  was  appointed  in  February,  1894,  to  fill 
the  place  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Jones.  Dr.  J.  W. 
Hastings'  term  expired  May,  1894,  and  he  was  reappointed  for 
seven  years. 

During  the  year  1894,  in  addition  to  the  regular  routine  work  of 
the  Board,  the  following  special  lines  of  work  have  been  prose- 
cuted :  — 

The  investigations  relating  to  a  general  supply  of  water  for  the 
metropolitan  district,  authorized  by  an  act  of  1893,  were  completed, 
and  a  repoil;  upon  the  same  was  transmitted  to  the  Legislature. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  42f)  of  the  Acts  of  1894,  a  con- 
tract was  made  with  the  Eastern  Dredging  Company  for  the  purpose 
of  dredging  certain  portions  of  the  Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers, 
and  the  work  is  now  progressing. 

Under  the  organic  act  creating  the  Board  and  requiring  it  to 
**take  cognizance  of  the  interests  of  health  and  life  among  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,"  the  Board  has  taken  measures  to 
provide  a  supply  of  antitoxine,  for  use  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  mortality  from  diphtheria. 

Further  investigations  relating  to  the  reduction  in  the  prevalence 
of  trichinosis  ampng  swine  will  be  found  detailed  in  a  communica- 
tion from  Professor  Mark  of  Harvard  University. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  investigations  relating  to  the 
prevalence  of  malarial  infection  in  the  Charles  River  valley. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  principal  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  worthy  of  note  which 
occurred  during  the  year  was  the  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which 
began  in  the  previous  year,  1893,  and  reached  its  height  in  Aprils 
1894,  but  had  entirely  subsided  before  midsummer.  The  principal 
data  relative  to  the  earlier  period  of  this  epidemic  are  detailed  in 
the  report  of  1893.  The  following  statement  relates  to  the  closing 
period  of  the  epidemic,  comprising  the  first  half  of  1894.  A  sum- 
mary of  the  ten-year  period,  1885-94,  is  also  presented. 

Small-pox. 

The  epidemic  of  small-pox  of  1893-94  culminated  in  April,  1894, 
60  cases  being  reported  to  the  Board  during  that  month.  The  fol- 
lowing table  presents  the  monthly  record  of  reported  cases  for  the 
two  years,  1893-94  :  — 


Reported  Cases  of  SmcUl-pax,  Massachusetts,  1893-94. 


YEAB8. 

« 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

i 

1 

• 
s 

B 

« 

1 

ember. 

a 

• 

s 

< 

^ 

^ 

s 

< 

00 

O 

> 
o 

8 

ft 

§ 

1893,       . 

7 

1 

1  ' 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

8 

20 

44 

1804,       . 

24 

1 
31 

39 

00 

14 

13 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

186 

1895.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34. 

Beporled  Cases  of  Smatl-pox  in  MaxsaehuseUi  by  Months,  1893-94. 


60 


J 


'1 


By  this  table  aod  diagram,  it  appears  that  201  cases,  or  nearly 
nine-tentlis  of  all  that  occurred  in  the  two  years,  were  reported  in 
the  seven  months  ending  with  June,  1894.  In  most  of  the  previous 
epidemics  of  the  past  thirty  years  the  height  of  the  epidemic  has 
come  in  midwinter.  The  following  table  presents  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  cases  reported  during  the  year  1894,  as  copied  from  the 
individual  returns  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Board  :  — 

Cases  of  SmaU-pox  reporled  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  1894,  under  ike 
Provisions  of  Chapter  138  of  the  Acts  of  1893. 
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loi 

Apr.  11. 

ttolfoks. 

Fi.  CukdlsD, 

- 

sy.  OB. 

M. 

No. 

- 

104 

Apr.  18, 

BMtOD, 

Br.  rroTlBw., 

- 

ST  yeiir«. 

F. 

No. 

- 

107 

Apr.U. 

Bolyoke, 

F»ne«.     .       . 

W«Tor,  .      .      . 

19      " 

F. 

Ye.. 

- 

106 

Apr.  IS. 

Iloljokc, 

Fr»e«,     . 

- 

4     " 

U. 

No. 

100 

Apr.  10. 

HDifokm 

Fl.Cuidlu.  . 

Fiper-mlllopenllv*, 

H      .. 

u. 

Ho. 

110 

Apr.  10. 

Ho])-oke, 

Fr.  CuidlnD, 

mil  operaUTe, 

li      ■* 

F. 

Yee. 

s 

. 

111 

Apr.  n. 

Umied  Buiea, 

Hou.ekeoper.  .       . 

«      I. 

y. 

Ye.. 

1 

IB 

Apr.  10, 

Boilon. 

Br.  Provlneei. 

W»llor,     . 

39      ■> 

u. 

Mo. 

JI3 

Apr.W, 

HoTyoke. 

Oarmur. 

Bcbool  girl.      .       . 

to     ■' 

y. 

So. 

114 

Apr.  IS. 

nolyoke. 

Unlled  eiiWi, 

- 

ST      " 

F. 

Ym, 

IIS 

Apr.  20. 

Bouon. 

HeoiUnd,  . 

EoniKiilfi),      . 

K      " 

F. 

Yo«. 

1 

1» 

Apr.W. 

Fr.  Cmwdlui,  . 

- 

2      -i 

M. 

Ko. 

- 

IIT 

Apr.». 

Bo«oa, 

UBlledBtMel,. 

Clerk.       .       .       . 

IS      " 

U. 

Yoa. 

3 

iia 

Apr.M. 

Holjok^ 

F..B«.      .         . 

- 

S      •' 

7. 

So. 

IK 

Apr.ia. 

Chlcopa.. 

Irtlud.     .       . 

- 

ly.SiB. 

M. 

No. 

- 

4 
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Date 

of 

Report. 

Place 

of 

Occurrence. 

NaUonaUty 

of 

PaUent 

Occupation. 

Age, 

i 

Previously 
Vaccinated. 

11 

1 

120 

Apr.  6, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

United  Statefl, . 

- 

3y. 

6  m. 

M. 

No. 

- 

- 

121 

Apr.  5, 

,     Cblcopee,  . 

Scotland, . 

Mill  operative. 

27  years. 

F. 

Yea. 

2 

- 

122 

Apr.  12 

,    Chlcopee,  . 

United  SUtee,  . 

Laborer,  . 

17 

II 

M. 

Yea. 

1 

- 

128 

Apr.  12 

,     Chlcopee,  . 

Ireland,    . 

Laborer,  . 

49 

•f 

M. 

Yes. 

1 

- 

124 

Apr.  12, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

United  Statea,  . 

School  boy. 

14 

•( 

M. 

Yes. 

1 

- 

125 

Apr.  12, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

England,  . 

Mill  operative. 

48 

•1 

M. 

Yes. 

1 

- 

126 

Apr.  12 

t    Chicopee,  . 

United  SUtea,  . 

School  girl. 

12 

(( 

F. 

No. 

- 

- 

127 

Apr.  12 

,    Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,    • 

Nickel  plater,  . 

23 

II 

M. 

Yes. 

1 

- 

128 

Apr.  12 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Br.  ProviDcea, . 

School  girl. 

17 

<• 

F. 

No. 

- 

- 

129 

Apr.  12, 

Chicopee,  . 

Br.  Provinces,  . 

School  girl,    , . 

15 

II 

F.     No. 

1 

- 

- 

130 

Apr.  12, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Br.  Provinces, . 

Painter,    . 

42 

II 

M.    Yes. 

1 

1 

- 

131 

Apr.  12, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

- 

2S 

«i 

F.  .  No. 

- 

1 

132 

Apr.  14, 

Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,    . 

Milt  operative. 

20 

II 

F. 

No. 

- 

- 

133 

Apr.  14, 

Chicopee,  .       • 

Br.  Provinces, . 

Weaver,   . 

24 

II 

M.  i  No. 

- 

- 

134 

Apr.  14, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

Barber,     . 

22 

II 

M.    Tes. 

1 

- 

135 

Apr.  15 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,     . 

School  girl. 

7 

II 

F.  '  Yes. 

0 

- 

180 

Apr.  16, 

Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,     . 

Laborer,  . 

31 

II 

M. 

Yes. 

4 

- 

137 

Apr.  15, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

United  States,  . 

Mill  operative. 

17 

II 

F.     No. 

- 

- 

138 

Apr.  15 

1  Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,     . 

Mill  operative. 

29 

II 

F.     No. 

- 

- 

139 

Apr.  17, 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Ireland,    . 

Mill  operative. 

32 

•« 

F. 

Yes. 

2 

- 

140 

Apr.  17 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

Mill  operative. 

27 

II 

F. 

Yes. 

1 

- 

141 

Apr.  25 

,     Worcester, 

English,    . 

Harness  maker. 

23 

II 

M.  ;  Yes. 

2 

- 

142 

Apr.  25 

,     Worceater, 

Swede  (U.  S.),. 

Housewife, 

39 

II 

F.  '.  No. 

1 

- 

- 

143 

Apr.  25, 

t     Worcester, 

England,  . 

Housewife, 

30 

II 

F. 

Yes. 

2 

- 

144 

Apr.  25 

,     Worcester, 

England,  . 

Harness  maker. 

19 

M 

M. 

Yea. 

2 

- 

145 

Apr.  26, 

Chicopee,  .       • 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

Mill  operative, 

20 

II 

M. 

? 

0 

- 

140 

Apr.  26, 

,     Boston, 

United  States, . 

- 

10 

II 

M.    No. 

1 

- 

- 

147 

Apr.  27 

,     Boston, 

United  States,  . 

Stone  cutter,    . 

29 

II 

M.  1  No. 

1 

- 

- 

148 

Apr.  28 

,     Chicopee,  . 

Irish, 

Housekeeper,  . 

55 

II 

F. 

Yes. 

- 

149 

Apr.  27 

,     Boston, 

United  Sutes,  . 

Physician, 

30 

II 

M. 

Yes. 

- 

150 

Apr.  29 

,     Boston, 

United  States,  . 

- 

3moB. 

M. 

No. 

- 

151 

Apr.  30 

,     Boston, 

United  States,  . 

Laborer,  . 

41  years. 

M. 

Yes. 

- 

152 

Apr.  30 

,  •■  Ilolyoke,   . 

United  States,  . 

Tramp,     . 

24 

II 

M.    Yes. 

1 

- 

153 

Apr.  30, 

,     Ilolyoke,    . 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

Butcher,   . 

29 

II 

M. :  Yes. 

- 

154 

May    2 

,     Boston, 

United  sutes,  . 

Plumber,  . 

22 

II 

Ale  •    X  6fl* 

1 

- 

155 

May    4 

,     Nallck,       . 

United  States,  . 

Bartender, 

- 

M. 

Yes. 

- 

- 

156 

May    7, 

,     Worcester,        . 

France,      . 

Tramp,     • 

41 

M 

M. 

- 

? 

- 

157  i  May    7, 

,  :  Worcester,        . 

German  (U.S  ), 

Tramp,     . 

19 

II 

M.  j  No. 

- 

- 

158 

May    8 

f     Ilolyoke,   .       • 

Fr.  Canadian,  . 

Mill  operative, . 

27 

II 

M.    No. 

1 

- 

- 
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1 

of 

Kspwt. 

J.L 

KBtlooaUly 
of 

A^ 

"l 

16- 
]i» 

173 

ITS 
181 

M.y  10, 
Apr.Jfl. 
M-I  16, 
Hay  U, 
Uny  IS, 

M.)  as. 

y.y  M, 
May  M, 
««  SI. 

B.y!S, 
Jane  i. 
Juoe  t. 
Jnn.  S, 
June  a. 
June  B. 
June  B, 
June  ». 
June  B. 
June  9, 
June  9. 
J<ln•l^ 
JunelU, 
June  3D. 
July    T. 
July    T. 
July  l^ 
July   a, 

Woreewer.        . 
Cbleopee,  .       . 
Bandolpb..       . 
Bo.ton,      .       . 

Woreeeter, 
Dsllon,      .       . 
Qniney,      .       . 
t-Frii.BH.ld,       . 
SprlngBeld.       . 
BpringBeld.       . 
Cbelura,      . 
Cho,™.     .        . 
<'heli«.,      .         . 
Chel-ea,     .       . 
Chi-liea.     ,       . 

IVorwaler,        . 
M'orcerter, 

England.  .       . 
United  Slatei,  . 
United  Btitei,  . 
Upll=d  8iat«,  . 
Unllod  Slaw,  . 
United  Butee,  . 
United  Statea,  . 
United  Slatei,  . 
Called  Sutes,  . 
United  Sute..  . 
United  Bute.,  . 
United  BlUei.  . 
United  Btalei,  . 
United  Blataa,  . 
united  BUt«,  . 
United  etate>,  . 
England,  .        . 
United  Bute..  . 
United  ElBte<,  . 
United  Btalei,  . 
UbIiH  Butei,  . 
Englud,  . 
United  StalM,  . 
United  SUtee,  . 
United  Blalee,  . 
United  Biniea,  . 
United  Biaiu.  . 

Honaewlfe,       .       . 
Behool  girl,      .       . 

Pby.lclao. 
MlllopetiitlTe. 

Medical  itudent  and 
Lon-ekieper,  .        . 
raper-mlll  operallre 
wSter""!''    .       . 

Rubber  worker. 

KntH,       .       .       . 
U«!hlnlit.        .       . 

Book-keeper,  .       . 

Bcbtml  te.cher,        . 
Over«er  public  Id- 

Mjeat.. 

u    ■■ 

W      " 

n    •• 

32      •• 

4a    '• 

4  yean. 

SO     " 
Jy.em. 
M  yeaii. 

6y.6m. 
Sy.flni. 
21  year.. 

20      " 
M      " 

ao    ■' 

V. 

9. 
11. 
U. 

u. 

M. 
P. 
7. 
It. 

r. 
u. 
u. 

■F. 
F. 
U. 
M. 
7. 
V. 
r. 

M. 

u. 
v. 

Tea. 
Ho. 
Tea. 
Y«. 
Tea. 

Tea. 
Ho. 

Wo. 

Ho. 

So. 
Tea. 

Ye.. 

Ho. 

r_. 

? 

Tea. 

_ 

Yea. 
Ye.. 

Te.. 

1 

H.rrEii.  — 3.  Vicclnated  In  Infancy  i  very  faint  autr.  4,  B,  ID,  It,  20,23.  it.  2S,  17.31.  39,41,43, 
4i.  40,  52.  M.  Si.  S«.  SS,  SB,  01,  «,  0«,  T3,  W,  SS,  M,  ST,  BT,  101,  111,  114,  11B.  117,  111,  113,  IIS,  1S4.  141, 
,  144.  14B,  ISI,  l.vj.  1S4, 101. 103,  1».  180. 183.  Vaccinated  In  Infnocy.    6,  9.  18.  Voccinnied  a  few  days 

.  !1.  Had  had  nmull  poi  when  younger.  Zi.  Vaccinated  14  yean  ago.  It.  B»yB  be  wm  tacclnated 
ihlldhoDd,  1>ul  probably  It  did  not  *<uke."  SS  Vaccinated  ali  wnlia  prevloui.  29.  80.  One  week 
tim*.  34.  Buldtobive  been  Twsclnaled  In  Infancy;  lardoubtlul.  S4.  .''7.  Vacdniled  a  few  dayi 
itr  nine.'.  GO,  Fortyflre  yearaago.  01, Bl.  Said  to  hnra  been  vacdnan^l  In  Infancy.  08.  Bald  to 
I  been  vacFloaled;  liuperfsct  acar.    110.  VaeelDBted  eli  yeara  ago.    113.  Falber  worked  In  papei 

Varcli.ated  one  year  ago.  138.  Vaccinated  two  yeara  ago.  140  Imperfect  acar.  104.  Vaccinated 
ucce.nrnliy.  1S3.  Vaccinated  IbrM  year*  ago.  IM.  Vacclnatwl  one  and  a  half  ycara  ego.  181 
rcluated  thrice.  173.  ViK-cio»««l  twelve  yeari  ago.  IIS.  Elgbt  year*  ugo.  118.  Twelve  or  fuurtee 
na^.    181.  VMCliuited  Iblny-elgbt  yeara  ago.    1S3.  Twalte  yeua  »cn.    181- Eight  yeara  ago.    ISI 
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The  cases  and  deaths  reported  in  the  foregoing  table  and  in  the 
table  on  page  xviii,  together  with  similar  tables  which  have  appeared 
in  previous  reports,  do  not  include  quite  all  which  occurred  in  these 
ten  years,  since  the  law  which  requires  the  reporting  of  cases 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health  only  provides  a  penalty  in  the  case  of 
those  persons  not  reported  to  the  Board  who  have  no  settlement 
in  the  Commonwealth. 

As  compared  with  the  epidemic  of  1872-73,  and  the  still  greater 
prevalence  in  pre-vaccination  times,  the  recent  outbreak  is  scarcely 
worthy  of  mention.  But  the  collection  of  more  careful  records  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years  furnishes  data  for  conclusions  as  to  the  effect 
of  better  methods  of  control. 

The  first  table  on  page  xvi  shows  the  comparative  prevalence  of 
small-pox  in  Massachusetts  for  the  past  forty  years.  The  data  pre- 
sented are  the  deaths  in  each  year,  the  percentage  of  the  total  mor- 
tality, and  the  death-rate  per  10,000  of  the  living  population. 

According  to  this  table,  it  appears  that  there  have  been  4,548 
deaths  from  small-pox  in  Massachusetts  in  the  forty  years  ending 
with  1894.  Of  this  total  of  4,548  deaths  in  the  forty-year  period, 
4,231  occurred  in  the  first  twenty  years  (1855-74),  and  317  in  the 
second  twenty  years  (1875-94).  The  ratio  in  the  first  instance  was 
160  per  million  of  the  population  annually,  and  in  the  second  twenty 
years  eight  per  million.  For  the  decade  ending  with  1894  the  mor- 
tality from  this  cause  was  less  than  four  per  million  annually. 

The  next  table  presents  the  number  of  deaths  from  small-pox  at 
each  period  of  life,  as  compared  with  the  total  mortality  from  this 
cause.  For  the  sake  of  comparison,  similar  facts  are  presented  for 
populations  living  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries. 
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Smalt-pox  in  ifasiachuselta. — fbrty  Years  (1855-94). 


TUM. 

1 
1 

1^ 

It 

1 

TI.M. 

1 
1 
1^ 

■s 

p 

? 

1 

1866,    . 

326 

1.56 

2.9 

1875,    . 

84 

.09 

.2 

inm,  . 

140 

.68 

1.2 

1876 

31 

.09 

.2 

1957,    . 

23 

1877 

84 

.14 

i8.^a.  . 

12 

.10 

.1 

lK7fi 

2 

.(Kiy 

.013 

16.M.    . 

2.i5 

1.22 

2.1 

1H7!I 

7 

0-' 

.04 

1RG<>.    . 

334 

1.45 

2.7 

IKHi: 

38 

.11 

.21 

IHGl.    . 

3M 

1881 

47 

.13 

.25 

1@(>2.    . 

40 

.17 

.3 

1883 

46 

.12 

.24 

iHua,  . 

42 

.15 

,H 

■IKHS 

5 

.01 

.03 

38U4,    . 

242 

.84 

1  q 

1KH4 

3 

.008 

.01 

1866,    . 

221 

.84 

1.7 

1886 

19 

.05 

.10 

isiin.  . 

141 

.59 

1886 

18117,    . 

196 

.82 

1.5  ll  1887 

3 

.007 

.016 

lecs,  . 

20 

.08 

.2  '■  188S 

« 

Ann 

.04 

18fi!t,    . 

69 

.22 

.4  i|  1889 

6 

.01-1 

.03 

131 

.9  1  1890 

1 

.002 

.004 

1H71.    . 

294 

1.05 

l.'l      1891 

1 

.<m 

.^04 

lf7S,    . 

1.029 

2.94 

6.7  !    189S 

a 

.004 

.01 

11^73.    . 

6t;8 

1.97 

4.3  |l  1M.S 

a 

.02 

.04 

1»74,    . 

26 

.08 

.2  'i  1894 

32 

.06 

.13 

Tot;lls,      . 

4,231 

- 

-    1       Totals,     , 

317 

- 

Av-ruges,        . 

- 

.83 

1.6  ll      Averages, 

- 

.04 

.08 

Deaiks  from,  Smalt-pox  by  Age  Peno'la.  —  Distribution  of  1,000  Deaths. 


A«.. 

low-irGO. 

(Scoltand), 

1MI-'J3. 

Umlcr  5  vcurs 

805.5 

942 

327 

6  10  lOyt-ars,  . 

156.5 

34 

<>9 

26.5 

5 

118 

2l>  If.  30  y,-.,TS, 

10. 

5 

265 

30  (..  40  vt-ars. 

)    "S 

101 

40  iiml  iijiward. 

107 

Nut  ^latud. 

U 

18 

1,000 

1.000 

1.000 
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Statistics  giving  deaths  by  ages  are  not  abundant  for  years  prior 
to  1800.  The  foregoing  statistics,  from  authentic  records  of  Geneva 
and  from  the  very  carefully  kept  record  of  a  town  clerk  in  a  Scotch 
village,  are  believed  to  be  trustworthy.  A  comparison  of  these  figures 
for  periods  prior  to  1800  with  the  table  for  Massachusetts  for  a 
recent  period  shows  that  a  very  marked  change  has  taken  place  in 
the  comparative  mortality  at  different  ages,  and  that  some  influence 
has  been  operative  to  effect  a  very  decided  change ;  so  that  small- 
pox, which  was  almost  exclusively  a  children's  disease  prior  to  1800, 
has  in  recent  times  undergone  a  transformation,  from  the  operation 
of  some  cause  or  other.  This  change  has  not  taken  place,  so  far  as 
any  records  show,  in  the  case  of  any  other  disease. 

In  Geneva,  from  1580  to  1760,  out  of  every  1,000  deaths  from 
small-pox,  961  were  those  of  children  under  ten  years  of  age ;  and 
in  Kilmarnock  during  the  thirty-six  years  (1728-64)  976  out  of 
each  1,000  deaths  from  small-pox  were  also  those  of  children  under 
ten. 

In  Massachusetts,  on  the  contrary,  for  the  period  1861-93,  but 
little  more  than  one-third  (396  out  of  1,000)  of  all  deaths  from 
small-pox  were  those  of  children  under  ten,  and  the  majority  were 
those  of  persons  over  ten  years  old.  The  number  of  such  deaths 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty  was  more  than  double  the 
number  of  deaths  between  ten  and  twenty. 

Now,  this  very  decided  change  in  the  incidence  of  small-pox  at 
different  age  periods,  a  change  which  has  not  taken  place  in  the  case 
of  any  other  disease,  can  only  be  explained  by  some  influence  which 
is  exerted  upon  small-pox,  but  not  upon  other  diseases ;  and  this 
factor  is  the  practice  of  vaccination. 

When  the  population  of  a  large  city  invaded  by  small-pox  is  sub- 
jected to  a  critical  investigation,  as  was  done  by  Dr.  Barry  in  his 
searching  examination  of  the  population  of  Sheffield,  Eng.,  in  1887, 
it  was  found  to  be  possible  to  contrast  the  unvaccinated  with  the 
vaccinated  population  living  under  like  conditions  in  the  same  city  ; 
and  the  result  was  precisely  similar  to  that  which  appears  in  com- 
paring a  community  living  in  the  last  century  before  vaccination  was 
practised  with  a  vaccinated  community  living  in  the  present  century 
under  an  invasion  of  small-pox. 

Had  the  327  infants  in  each  1,000  who  died  of  small-pox  in  Mas- 
sachusetts in  the  period  1861-93  been  successfully  vaccinated,  the 
contrast  between  the  column  for  Massachusetts  and  the  two  pre- 
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ceding  columns  taken  from  pre-vacc'matioQ  periods  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  much  more  stiiking,  since  the  death  from  small-pox 
of  a  successfully  vaccinated  infant  ia  an  almost  unknown  event. 

As  the  protection  afforded  by  primary  vaccination  begins  to  wane, 
and  this  well-known  immunity  ia  not  re-established  by  re-vaccina- 
tion, the  deaths  begin  to  incroaae,  aa  is  shown  in  the  column  for 
Massachusetts  by  the  figures  69,  118  and  265  for  the  successive  age 
periods  5-10,  10-20,  20-30,  these  deaths  being  made  up  partly  of 
unvaccinnted  persons  who  had  not  been  exposed  to  small-pox  in 
infancy,  .and  partly  of  those  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy, 
but  had  never  submitted  themselves  to  re-vaccinution. 

During  the  past  ten  years  very  careful  records  have  been  kept,  in 
consequence  of  a  statute  of  1883,  requiring  immediate  notice  of  all 
cases  of  small-pox  to  the  State  authorities.  From  these  records  it 
has  been  pusaible  to  collect  definite  evidence  relative  to  the  protec- 
tion afforded  by  vaccination  in  this  Commonwealth.  The  following 
table  presents  a  summary  of  the  cases  :  — 

Small-pox   in   MussackKMtts,  1885-94.'  —  Comparaiioe  FcUality   of  the 
VacciiMied  and  Unvaccinated. 
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Summary, 
Total  number  of  reported  cases  of  small-pox,  ten  years  ending  Deo  31, 

1891 367 

Total  number  of  dcntbs  from  small-pox  in  same  perio<l 69 

Ratioof  deaths  to  cases  (percent.), 19.3 

Of  the  foregoing  there  were  among  ihe  vaccinalcd  (cases),       ...  146 

Of  the  foregoing  there  were  among  the  vaccinated  (deaths),      ...  8 

Batio  of  deaths  to  cases  amoog  the  vaccinated  (per  cent.) 5.5 


There  were  among  the  unvaccinated  (cases), 
There  were  among  the  unvacuiontcd  (deaths),    . 
Ratio  of  deaths  to  cases  among  the  unvaccinated  (per  ci 


There  were  among  those  in  whom  the  facta  relative  to  vaccination  were 
doubtful  or  imknown  (cases), 47 

There  were  among  ihoso  in  whom  the  facts  relative  to  vaccination  were 

dimbtful  or  unlinown  (deaths), 13 

Ratio  of  deaths  to  cases  among  these  (per  cent), 27.4 


29.1 


I  5.5 


XX  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  [Jan. 

The  severe  epidemic  of  1872-73  is  often  quoted  by  the  opponents 
of  vaccination  to  disprove  its  efficacy  ;  but  such  statements,  however, 
have  no  value,  since  they  fail  to  show  any  definite  information  as  to 
the  cotnparative  mortality  from  small-pox  of  the  vaccinated  and  the 
unvaccinated.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  no  statistics  upon  this 
point  in  Massachusetts  for  years  prior  to  1885.  Hence  the  value  of 
the  foregoing  tabular  statement  may  be  recognized,  as  confirming 
similar  inquiries  made  in  other  countries.  By  this  table  it  appears 
that  the  mortality  from  small-pox  among  the  unvaccinated  was  29,1 
percent.,  as  compared  with  only  5.5  per  cent,  among  the  vaccinated, 
that  of  the  former  being  more  than  five  times  that  of  the  latter. 

These  357  cases  reported  in  the  ten  years  ending  with  1894  oc- 
curred in  the  following  cities  and  towns :  — 


Boston,    ......  138 

Ilolyoke, 40 

Chieopee, 31 

Worcester, 24 

New  Bedfoi*d,  .        .        .        .17 

Lowell 12 

Sprintrfiekl, 10 

AVestfield, 9 

Chelsea, 9 

Huntington, 7 

Fall  Kiver 6 

State  Almshouse,     ....      4 


Haverhill, 2 

Quincj, 2 

North  Adams, 2 

Brookline, 2 

Pepperell, 2 

Great  Barrington,    ....  2 

Lenox, 2 

Milton, 2 

Methuen,  .....  2 

Dalton, 2 

Holden, 2 


In  the  following  cities  and  towns,  one  in  each :  Lawrence,  Lynn,  Waltham, 
Cambridge,  Alelrose,  Stoneham,  Natiek,  Randolph,  West  Springfield,  Marlbor- 
ough, Somerville,  Spencer,  Pittsfield,  Northborough,  Lanesborough,  Russell, 
Chester,  Belchertown,  Attleborough,  Granville,  Blackstone,  Maynard,  Medway, 
Sherborn,  Adams  and  Williamstown. 

Thirteen  of  these  cities  and  towns  were  places  in  which  paper 
mills  using  rags  are  located ;  but  the  actual  number  of  paper-mill 
operatives  attacked  with  small-pox  was  only  19,  or  5.4  per  cent.,  a 
smaller  ratio  than  that  which  prevailed  in  earlier  epidemics.  Sev- 
eral other  persons  were  attacked  who  were  doubtless  indirectly 
exposed  to  infection  from  rags,  being  persons  of  other  occupations 
living  in  the  same  families  or  tenements  with  paper-mill  operatives. 
The  outbreak  in  Chieopee  in  1894  was  traced  to  the  neighboring 
paper-mill  city  of  Holyoke. 

Outbreaks  involving  one  or  more  cases  in  each  occurred  in  Bos- 
ton in  nine  years  out  of  the  ten-year  period ;  in  Holyoke,  in  six 
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years ;  Springfield,  four  years ;  Lowell,  three ;  Chelsea,  three 
Huntington,  three;  Worcester,  two;  Chicopee,  two;  Dalton,  two 
Quincy,  two;  New  Bedford,  two;  Westfield,  two ;  North  Adams 
two ;  and  Pepperell,  two.  In  two  instances  the  occurrence  of  small 
pox  in  two  different  years  refers  only  to  the  prolongation  of  an  out 
break  from  December  of  one  year  into  the  winter  months  of  th< 
following  year. 

The  sexes  of  those  cases  which  occurred  in  the  first  three  years  oi 
this  period  were  not  stated.  Of  those  cases  in  the  remaining  year 
wherein  the  sex  was  stated,  169  were  males  and  139  were  females 
or  in  the  ratio  of  129  males  to  each  100  females. 

The  nationality  of  reported  cases  was  as  follows,  so  far  as  th 
nationality  was  stated  :  — 


United  States, 
British  rrovinces, 
Ireland, . 
Portugal, 
England, 
Italy,  . 
Scotland,        . 


118 

France,  . 

86* 

Germany, 

63 

Sweden, 

12 

Russia,  . 

10 

Belgium, 

10 

Finland, 

9 

Including  French  Canadians,  30. 


The  occupations  of  the  persons  attacked  were  as  follows,  so  fa 
as  was  stated  in  the  returns :  — 


Operatives  in  paper  mills,    .        .    19* 
Operatives   in    other    mills   (not 
paper  mills),      ....    23t 

Housewives, 28 

Laborers, 21 

House  servants,     .        ,        .        .13 
School  children,     .        .        .        .13 

Teamsters, 6 

Carpenters  and  cabinet  makers,   .      6 

Clerks, 4 

Nurses, 4 

Physicians, 3 


Seamen,  . 
Cigar  makers. 
Waiters,  . 
Harness  makers. 
Iron  moulders. 
Tramps,  . 
Painters,  .        , 
"Weavers, 
Barbers,  . 
Book-keepers, . 
Night  watchman. 
Shoemakers,    . 


Of  the  following  occupations  one  each:  farmer,  milk  pedler,  baker,  engineei 
mechanic,  draughtsman,  yachtsman,  morocco  worker,  nickel  plater,  stone  cuttei 
bricklayer,  plumber,  butcher,  bartender,  telegraph  operator,  school  teacher,  rub 
ber  worker,  machinist,  expressman,  fishmonger,  whip  maker,  brass  worker,  book 
binder,  salesman,  errand  boy,  hostler,  bootblack,  corset  maker,  overseer  of  publi 
institution. 

*  Females,  18;  malei»  1.  t  Females,  17;  males.  6. 
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Small-pox  by  Ages ^  and  with  regard  to  Vaccination.  — The  follow- 
ing table  embraces  the  statistics  of  the  cases  and  deaths  from  small- 
pox by  ages  for  the  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  and  for  the  cases 
and  deaths  in  which  the  facts  as  to  vaccination  were  unknown  or 
doubtful.  These  relate  only  to  those  cases  and  deaths  which  oc- 
curred in  the  seven  years  1888-94  :  — 


Small-pox.  —  Cases  and  Deaths  in  the  Vaccinated  and  Unvaccinated^  Massa- 
chusetts, 1888-94  (Seven  Years). 


Vaccimatkd. 

Untaccinatkd. 

j        DouBTrcL       1 

'      OK  U.N  KNOWN.     1 

Totals. 

▲OKt. 

Gates. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

1 

Deaths,  i 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

0-  1  year,  . 

1-  5  years, . 
5-10  years, . 

10-15  yeai-8, . 
15-20  years,. 
20-30  years, . 
80-40  years, . 
40-50  years, . 
Over  50  years, 
Age  unknown, 

4 
1 

13 
17 
51 
16 
16 
9 
3 

1 

3    i 
3 

1     ' 

17 
36 
17 

6 

18 
33 
15 

3 

1 

9 
6 

4 

10 

5 

2 

2 
6 

12 
1 
3 
3 

4 

2 
4 
1 

1 

17 
40 
18 
21 
41 
88 
32 
22 
12 
8 

9 
6 
0 
0 

7 

17 
9 
3 

1 
0 

130 

8 

1 

146 

36 

31 

8 

307 

42 

The  foregoing  table  contains  much  that  is  suggestive  as  to  the 
eflBciency  of  vaccination. 

No  vaccinated  child  under  one  year  of  age  was  attacked  with  small- 
pox, while  there  were  17  attacks  of  unvaccinated  infants  under  one, 
and  of  these  9  died,  or  53  per  cent. 

Among  vaccinated  persons  under  fifteen  years  of  age  there  were 
18  attacks  and  no  deaths. 

Among  unvaccinated  persons  under  fifteen  years  old  there  were 
76  attacks  and  15  deaths,  or  19.7  per  cent. 

Among  vaccinated  adults,  or  persons  over  fifteen  years  old,  there 
were  109  attacks  and  8  deaths,  or  7.3  per  cent. 

Among  unvaccinated  adults  over  fifteen  years  old  there  were  66 
attacks  and  21  deaths,  or  31.8  per  cent. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  39  school  children,  or  children  of 
school  ages  (5-15)  were  attacked,  and  of  this  number  23  were  un- 
vaccinated.    Out  of  this  whole  number  (39),  there  were  no  deaths, 
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this  being  the  period  of  life  in  which  the  specific  intensity  of  life  is 
greatest,  i.  e.y  the  power  to  resist  fatal  attacks  of  disease. 

Out  of  the  whole  number  of  adults  (109)  who  were  recorded  as 
having  been  vaccinated,  76,  or  nearly  70  per  cent.,  were  recorded 
as  vaccinated  in  infancy  only ;  and,  judging  from  the  carefully 
recorded  statistics  of  the  German  government,  it  is  safe  to  presume 
that  the  8  deaths  of  vaccinated  adults  occurred  among  this  class 
exclusively. 

Small-pox  MoRTALriT. 

8har€  Borne  hp  Children  under 

10  Yean  of  Age.  Share  Borne  by  Fertont  over  10  Yean  of  Age. 


41.7% 


58.3%     

100%- 


The  upper  line  of  the  diagram  refers  to  the  aDvacclnated,  and  the  lower  line  to  the  vaccinated 
clais. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note,  as  shown  in  the  foregoing  diagram,  that 
all  of  the  deaths  of  the  vaccinated  were  among  adults,  while  among 
the  unvaccinated  15  deaths,  or  nearly  42  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  of 
the  unvaccinated,  occurred  among  children  under  ten  years  of  age. 
These  facts  show  unmistakably  the  saving  of  child  life  through  vac- 
cination. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  statistics  I'elative  to  revaccination  could 
not  be  included  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  in  Massachusetts  has  diminished 
with  a  comparatively  uniform  rate  during  the  past  thirty  years  or 
more,  and  the  rapidity  of  its  diminution  may  be  taken  as  an  index 
of  progress  in  the  introduction  of  public  water  supplies  throughout 
the  State. 

The  old  and  once  accepted  theory  of  its  intimate  connection  with 
periods  of  deficient  rainfall  and  of  consequent  low  water  in  wells  and 
streams  does  not  appear  to  be  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  Massa- 
chusetts, since  the  disease  has  prevailed  with  about  the  same  fre- 
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quency  in  years  of  deficient  as  well  as  of  abundant  rain,  and  some 
of  the  most  severe  epidemics  have  occurred  in  January  and  February, 
when  the  rainfall  was  abundant.  The  general  tendency,  however, 
in  a  succession  of  years  has  been  in  the  direction  of  a  decrease  in  its 
frequency. 

The  Board  has  been  called  to  investigate  a  few  limited  epidemics 
during  the  year  1894,  an  account  of  one  of  which  is  presented  in  the 
present  report,  by  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick,  whose  excellent  papers  in 
the  report  of  1892  upon  the  same  subject  are  well  known. 

Haverhill. — The  following  statement  relates  to  a  limited  outbreak 
of  illness  which  occurred  in  a  shoe  factory  in  Haverhill,  situated  upon 
the  bank  of  the  Merrimack  River,  near  the  railroad  bridge.  State- 
ments in  regard  to  the  matter  iSrst  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  and 
about  the  same  time  a  letter  was  received  from  a  workman  in  the 
factory,  who  stated  that  he  had  been  ill  for  several  weeks,  and  attrib- 
uted his  illness  to  the  water  used  for  drinking  at  tl\e  factory  in 
question.  On  inquiring  at  the  factory  it  appeared  that  previous  to 
Jan.  20,  1894,  the  water  used  there  was  that  of  the  city  supply. 
About  this  time  (January  20)  a  supply  of  water  was  introduced  to 
this  factory  direct  from  the  river.  Many  of  the  operatives  drank 
of  this  water,  and  a-  considerable  number  (25  or  30)  were  taken 
ill  and  remained  ill  for  varying  periods  of  time.  At  the  time  of  the 
visit  of  the  secretary,  in  March,  one  man  then  seen  was  convalescing 
from  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  who  had  been  an  operative  in  this 
factory,  and  was  taken  ill  a  few  days  after  drinking  the  water. 

Several  physicians  confirmed  the  statement  as  to  the  effect  upon 
the  operatives  of  drinking  this  water. 

A  public  city  sewer  discharges  its  contents  a  short  distance  only 
above  the  point  from  which  this  water  was  taken. 

The  water  had  been  introduced  by  the  owners  of  the  building 
without  notifying  either  the  tenants  or  the  operatives  as  to  its  source 
or  the  danger  of  using  it  for  drinking.  The  severe  lesson  which  had 
been  taught  higher  up  in  the  same  river  at  Lowell  and  Lawrence 
appears  to  have  had  no  eflect  upon  the  owners  of  this  property  at 
Haverhill. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  upon  learning  these  facts,  recom- 
mended the  board  of  health  of  Haverhill  **  to  put  up  a  warning 
notice  over  each  faucet  where  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River  is 
provided,  stating  that  the  use  of  such  water  for  drinking  purposes 
is  dangerous.     The  observations  of  the  Board  show  that  the  use  of 
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such  water  has  in  many  instances  been  attended  with  serious  illness 
and  loss  of  life."  The  board  of  health  of  Haverhill  complied  with 
the  advice  of  the  State  Board,  and  issued  a  regulation  in  conformity 
with  its  recommendation. 

N^orik  Easton. — The  Board  was  requested  (Sept.  6,  1894)  to  in- 
vestigate the  circumstances  of  a  limited  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in 
North  Easton.     The  secretary  visited  North  Easton  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  information  from  that  town,  and  upon  conference  with  the 
I  local  board  of  health  and  physicians  found  that  the  number  of  cases 

was  small.    Some  of  these  cases  having  occurred  upon  the  route  of  a 
I  milkman,  on  visiting  his  dairy  it  appeared  that  he  produced  most  of 

^  the  milk  which  he  sold  in  North  Easton  from  a  herd  of  twenty-two 

cows,  and  obtained  the  balance  from  a  farmer  who  lived  about  a  mile 
distant.  Both  of  these  dairies  were  in  good  condition,  there  had  been 
no  illness  at  either,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  cases 
owed  their  origin  to  the  milk  supply. 

Cambridge.  —  In  the  latter  part  of  October  it  was  reported  by  the 
board  of  health  of  Cambridge  that  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  had 
occurred  on  the  route  of  a  milkman  who  furnished  a  large  number  of 
customers.  His  depot  or  place  from  which  the  milk  was  issued  was  in 
West  Somerville.  The  secretary  visited  this  place  Nov.  5,  1895.  The 
milk  dealer  supplied  three  or  four  hundred  families  with  about  sixty 
cans  of  milk  daily.  The  milk  is  collected  by  a  collector  from  the 
towns  of  Bedford  and  Concord,  Mass.,  and  when  received  is  put 
into  a  large  tin  mixer,  capable  of  holding  one  hundred  gallons  or 
more.  In  continuance  of  this  investigation,  visits  were  made  the 
same  week  to  the  diflFerent  dairies  in  Bedford  and  Concord,  which 
supplied  the  milk  route  in  Somerville,  and  to  the  physicians  in  those 
towns.  It  did  not  appear  that  any  illness  had  occurred  upon  the 
farms  which  reguhirly  supplied  milk  to  the  Somerville  milk  dealer 
which  could  in  any  way  account  for  the  outbreak. 

On  further  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  a  small  dairy  near  the  Shady 
Hill  Nursery,  on  the  line  of  a  branch  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Kail- 
road,  occasionally  furnished  a  few  cans  of  milk  in  times  of  defi- 
ciency, which  were  supplied  to  the  Somerville  milkman.  In  the 
family  of  the  owner  of  this  small  dairy  there  had  been  a  case  of 
**  gastritis  "in  a  young  girl,  not  believed  to  be  typhoid  fever,  and  later 
other  mild  cases  of  illness  in  the  same  family,  not  requiring  medical  at- 
tendance. The  date  of  this  case  of  '*  gastritis"  was  September  13-23. 
The  next  house  was  occupied  by  a  man  and  wife  and  nine  boarders, 
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the  latter  being  employed  at  the  nursery.  Out  of  this  family  of 
eleven  persons  nine  had  been  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  their  illness 
continuing  from  about  August  20  till  the  last  of  October.  The  milk 
for  the  use  of  this  family  was  supplied  for  most  of  this  time  by  the 
small  dairy  adjoining  the  nursery.  The  connection  of  these  cases 
with  the  milk  supply  referred  to  is  not  clear,  but  the  nearness  of  the 
two  houses  and  the  visits  of  convalescing  or  ambulant  cases  from  the 
boarding-house  to  the  dairy  in  question,  and  possibly  to  the  cow 
stables,  would  seem  to  afford  at  least  a  probable  explanation  of  the 
contamination  of  the  milk  supply.  The  contractor  was  advised  to 
cease  taking  milk  from  this  source  for  a  definite  period. 

For  convenience  of  reference  the  table  published  on  page  xii  of 
the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Board  is  repeated  herewith, 
with  the  addition  of  the  figures  for  the  three  years  1891-93  :  — 
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Offensive  Trades. 

During  1894  two  petitions  were  received  requesting  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Board  under  the  provisions  of  the  offensive  trade  Acts. 

The  two  establishments  referred  to  in  these  petitions  were  located 
in  the  city  of  Woburn.  The  first  was  the  establishment  of  the 
Butchers'  Rendering  Association,  located  near  the  eastern  boundary 
of  Woburn,  and  a  few  rods  south  of  Cedar  Street.  The  complain- 
ants were  residents  of  Woburn  and  Stoneham,  most  of  whom  lived 
within  a  half-mile  of  the  works.  The  establishment  consisted  of  one 
wooden  building,  containing  the  usual  apparatus  for  rendering  the 
refuse  products  of  meat  markets,  which  were  collected  in  the 
neighboring  towns  and  were  brought  to  the  works  for  disposal. 
The  processes  conducted  in  the  building  were  those  of  rendering 
bones  and  grease,  the  making  of  tallow,  the  drying  of  the  refuse  for 
conversion  into  fertilizers,  and  the  burning  of  clay  or  marl.  The 
liquid  matter  from  the  rendering  tanks  was  conducted  through  an 
iron  pipe  to  some  trenches  made  in  a  gravel  bed  a  few  rods  north  of 
the  works. 

The  principal  exhalations  of  foul  odor  appeared  to  arise  from  the 
discharge  of  the  contents  of  the  tanks  when  they  were  daily  opened, 
from  the  drying  of  the  refuse  and  from  the  decomposition  of  the 
liquid  in  the  trenches.  The  trenches  were  covered  with  gravel  to  a 
depth  of  two  or  three  feet,  but  the  foul  odor  came  up  through  the 
gravel  and  was  conveyed  by  the  winds  toward  the  neighboring 
houses.     This  appeared  to  be  the  source  of  the  most  offensive  odor. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  (chapter  80, 
section  93,  Public  Statutes),  a  hearing  was  given  by  the  Board  at 
its  office  on  June  7,  1894,  at  which  the  petitioners  and  the  associa- 
tion were  represented  by  counsel  and  several  witnesses. 

As  a  result  of  this  hearing,  it  was  Voted ^  **That  the  Butchers' 
Rendering  Association  be  advised  to  modify  and  improve  its  present 
methods  of  operation  at  its  works  in  Woburn,  and  that  further  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  of  the  petitioners  be  continued  until  the  first 
Thursday  of  July  next." 

Upon  receipt  of  this  communication  the  association  took  measures 
to  improve  its  methods  of  work.  The  interior  of  the  building  was 
put  in  more  cleanly  condition,  and  apparatus  was  purchased  for  the 
more  satisfactory  treatment  of  the  material.  The  use  of  sulphuric 
acid   in  the    trenches   outside   the   building  was   abandoned,   and 
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chloride  of  lime  was  substituted.  A  larger  and  deeper  trench  was 
dug  and  covered,  and  the  liquor  was  conducted  into  it.  The  foul  odor 
from  this  trench  was  now  evidently  the  chief  source  of  annoyance, 
and,  although  it  was  not  so  serious  as  it  had  been  when  the  smaller 
trench  was  used,  an  extremely  offensive  stench  still  continued  to  arise 
through  the  gravel. 

About  this  time,  Oct.  1,  1894,  the  works  were  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  all  operations  and  consequently  all  further  nuisance  ceased  at 
this  establishment. 

In  November,  1894,  a  petition  was  received  from  the  board  of 
health,  selectmen  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  citizens  of  Reading, 
requesting  that  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  Pantasote  works  at  North 
Woburn  should  be  abated.  Complaint  had  already  been  made  to 
the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Woburn  in  March,  1893,  to  the 
same  effect,  and  a  temporary  cessation  of  operation  at  these  works 
followed  for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half. 

The  establishment  is  located  in  the  north-east  part  of  Woburn, 
near  Wilmington  and  Reading,  west  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Rail- 
road, Lowell  division,  and  quite  near  the  Merrimac  Chemical  Works. 
The  process  conducted  here  was  the  boiling  of  linseed  oil  at  a  high 
temperature  (500^  F.  or  more).  An  extremely  pungent  and  offen- 
sive odor  was  given  off",  which  was  even  more  offensive  at  a  distance 
than  it  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  works.  This 
process  is  distinctly  recognized  as  an  offensive  trade  in  Biillard's 
effluvium  nuisances,  and  is  subject  to  strict  regulations  in  England. 

All  of  the  complainants  lived  in  Reading,  at  a  distance  of  between 
one  and  two  miles  from  the  works,  while  the  odor  had  been  dis- 
tinctly recognized  in  other  towns  at  a  distance  of  four  miles  and 
more  when  the  wind  favored. 

On  Nov.  20,  1894,  the  secretary  visited  the  establishment,  in 
company  with  the  board  of  health  of  Woburn,  and  while  the  work 
was  in  operation.  As  a  result  of  this  visit,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  petition,  a  hearing  was  appointed  for  Dec.  1,  1894;  but  before 
the  date  of  the  hearing  the  board  of  health  of  Woburn  issued  an 
order  prohibiting  the  further  exercise  of  the  business,  and  the 
annoyance  ceased. 

Green  Harbor  River. 

A  petition  was  received  in  September  from  citizens  of  Marshfield 
living  at  Green  Harbor  River  upon  the  sea-shore  in  that  town,  hav- 
ing reference  to  certain  conditions  existing  at  that  place  since  the 
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construction  of  a  dike,  which  was  built  across  the  river  or  estuary 
about  twenty  years  since.  This  dike  was  built  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  303  of  the  Acts  of  1871,  and  had  for  its  object  the  re- 
claiming of  a  tract  of  salt  marsh,  having  an  area  of  two  or  three 
square  miles.  The  desired  object  was  accomplished,  this  tract 
being  transformed  into  a  fresh-water  region.  As  a  result,  however, 
the  harbor  below  the  dike  has  become  very  much  shallower  than 
before,  and  above  the  dike  in  the  various  creeks  and  inlets  an 
abundant  growth  of  algae  in  summer  produces  an  offence  to  the  eye 
and  to  the  sense  of  smell.  It  was  to  this  latter  condition  that  atten- 
tion was  particularly  directed  in  the  petition. 

It  did  not  appear,  upon  examination,  that  the  health  of  the  neigh- 
boring population  had  been  affected  by  the  existing  condition  of  the 
marshes  and  creeks  above  the  dike,  nor  that  this  condition  was  likely 
to  prove  harmful  in  the  future.  For  the  other  condition  —  the  silt- 
ing of  the  harbor  below  the  dike  —  an  adequate  remedy  is  provided 
in  the  statute  which  authorized  its  construction. 

Impure  Ice. 

In  1886,  the  following  statute  was  enacted,  having  for  its  object 
the  prevention  of  the  sale  of  impure  ice  :  — 

[AcTi  OP  1886,  CuAPTEB  287,  Section  1.] 

Upon  complaint  in  writing  of  not  less  than  twenty- five  consumers  of  ice 
which  is  cut,  sold  and  held  for  sale  from  any  pond  or  stream  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, alleging  that  said  ice  is  impure  and  injurious  to  health,  the 
state  board  of  health  may  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  hearing  parties  to 
be  affected  and  give  due  notice  thereof  to  such  parties,  and  after  such  hear- 
ing said  board  may  make  such  orders  concerning  the  sale  of  said  ice  as  in 
its  judgment  the  public  health  requires. 

The  two  remaining  sections  of  the  law  provided  for  an  injunction 
to  enforce  such  orders  and  for  the  right  of  appeal  to  a  jury. 

In  August,  1894,  a  petition  was  received  from  summer  residents  at 
Clifton  in  Marblehead,  having  the  required  number  of  signatures, 
asking  the  Board  to  investigate  the  ice  supply  of  that  place,  which 
was  procured  from  Ware's  Pond,  a  small  body  of  water  in  Marble- 
head  near  Swampscott.  A  death  had  occurred  at  Clifton  from 
typhoid  fever  among  the  persons  using  this  ice,  and  attention  had  been 
attracted  to  this  pond  as  a  possible  source  of  illness.     An  investiga- 
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tion  of  the  pond  and  its  surroundings,  and  an  analysis  of  the  water 
and  ice  were  made  by  the  Board. 

The  pond  is  a  small  one,  having  an  area  of  about  four  or  five 
acres.  It  is  shallow,  and  the  bottom  is  muddy.  It  is  near  the  rail- 
road track,  and  a  few  rods  from  the  sea-shore.  A  short  distance  to 
the  west  is  another  pond  of  smaller  size  and  similar  character.  The 
immediate  borders  of  these  ponds  consist  of  meadow  land,  and  on  the 
south  side  there  is  a  small  wooded  swamp.  On  the  immediate  water- 
shed of  these  ponds  are  not  more  than  a  half-dozen  houses,  none  of 
which  drain  directly  to  the  ponds.  There  is  also  one  large  stable 
north  of  Ware's  Pond. 

The  ice  supply  was  exhausted  in  August,  and  the  local  dealer  was 
obliged  to  go  to  New  Hampshire  for  an  additional  supply ;  hence  at 
the  time  of  the  investigation  in  the  autumn  no  ice  remained  for 
examination.  A  sample  of  water  was  then  taken  for  analysis,  and 
as  soon  as  the  ice  had  acquired  a  thickness  sufficient  for  cutting 
(twelve  inches),  a  sample  of  ice  was  taken  (Jan.  15,  1895).  The 
following  is  the  result  of  the  analysis  of  the  water  and  ice :  — 
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No.  13151.    Pond.    Sample  of  water  collected  Oct.  16, 1894. 
No.  13665.    Top  of  cake  snow  lee.    Sample  of  ice  collected  Jan.  15, 1895. 
No.  13666.    Bottom  of  cake  clear  ice.    Sample  of  ice  collected  Jan.  15,  1895. 

The  unusual  ratio  of  chlorine  in  this  sample  is  readily  accounted  for  by  the  proximity  of  this  pond 
to  the  sea'Shore. 
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As  a  result  of  this  investigation  and  analysis,  the  Board  found  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  ice  of  Ware's  Pond  had  proved  injurious 
to  health.  It  was,  however,  required  that  the  local  dealer  should 
follow  certain  directions  to  insure  a  crop  of  ice  of  good  quality ; 
namely,  that  the  pond  should  not  be  flooded  over  existing  ice,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  thicker  ice,  and  that  the  upper  two  inches 
of  ice  should  be  shaved  off  and  rejected. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  have 
been  revised  from  year  to  year,  and  are  now  in  a  more  efficient  form 
than  ever  before. 

The  early  laws  requiring  notice  to  be  given  by  householders  and 
physicians  in  cases  of  small-pox  or  other  diseases  dangerous  to  the 
public  health  were  amended  in  1884  by  specifying  also  diphtheria 
and  scarlet-fever. 

A  further  amendment  required  the  disinfection  of  rooms  occupied 
and  articles  used  by  the  sick. 

A  later  amendment  required  the  physician  to  give  notice  in  writ- 
ing over  his  own  signature. 

The  Statutes  of  1884,  chapter  98,  also  required  boards  of  health 
to  keep  records  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  and  to  give  notice  of 
such  cases  to  the  school  committees.  It  also  required  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  furnish  the  blank  record  books  for  recording  such  cases 
of  illness. 

By  the  Statutes  of  1893  it  was  still  further  required  that  the  local 
boards  of  health  should  notify  the  State  Board  of  the  occurrence  of 
all  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  which  had  within 
twenty-four  hours  been  reported  to  such  local  boards  of  health.  This 
law  of  1893  has  therefore  been  in  operation  a  year  and  a  half,  and 
affords  a  useful  method  of  obtaining  frequent  information  as  to  the 
prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  State.  Definite 
information  as  to  the  operation  of  this  law  may  be  found  under  the 
title  of  Infectious  Disease  Notification  in  the  following  pages. 

Trichinosis. 

Since  the  occurrence  of  the  two  outbreaks  of  trichinosis  which 
occun'ed  in  Colerain  and  in  Boston  in  the  winter  of  1892,  compris- 
ing about  fifty  cases  and  five  deaths,  no  further  cases  have  been 
reported  in  the  State.     The  Board  has,  however,  continued  its  inves- 


1895.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  xxxiii 

tigatioDS  as  to  the  causes  of  the  disease,  which  were  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  report  by  Prof.  E.  L.  Mark  of  Cambridge  in  the  twentieth 
annual  report  of  the  Board  (p.  713).  These  additional  investiga- 
tions have  been  conducted  at  one  of  the  State  institutions,  and  pre- 
sent valuable  information  relative  to  the  effects  of  careful  methods  of 
feeding  in  reducing  the  extent  of  trichinosis  in  swine.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  repeat  the  same  series  of  experiments  at  another  State 
institution. 


i 


THE 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


FOB  1893. 


I 


./ 


The  Vital  Statistics  of  Massachusetts  for  1893. 


By  the  Secretary  of  the  Board. 


Among  the  duties  which  were  proposed  and  carefully  defined  by 
the  Massachusetts  Sanitary  Commission  of  1850  as  properly  belong- 
ing to  a  general  or  State  board  of  health,  special  prominence  was 
given  to  that  of  supervising  the  vital  statistics  of  the  State. 

The  intimate  connection  between  the  vital  statistics  of  a  State  or 
nation  and  its  public  health  must  be  everywhere  acknowledged, 
since  the  former  constitutes  the  only  accurate  measure  of  the  effi- 
ciency with  which  public  health  measures  have  been  administered. 
An  annually  increasing  demand  made  upon  the  Board  for  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the  State  makes  it  necessary  to 
supply  this  information  through  the  annual  reports  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Billings,  the  highest  American  authority  upon  the  subject, 
says :  **  My  observation  of  the  progress  of  public  health  work  in 
this  and  in  other  countries  for  the  past  twenty  years  leads  me  to  be- 
lieve that  this  progress,  in  any  locality,  for  any  considerable  length 
of  time,  depends  on  the  completeness  of  its  vital  statistics,  and  the 
use  that  is  made  of  them"  (** Transactions  of  American  Public 
Health  Association,"  Vol.  15,  1880,  page  43). 

In  the  introduction  of  improved  methods  in  the  presentation  of  the 
following  summary  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  compiler  to  secure 
clearness  and  simplicity  in  the  methods  adopted,  and  to  bring  them 
into  line  with  those  of  other  countries,  in  order  that  comparison  may 
thereby  be  more  readily  made.  The  compiler  acknowledges  his 
indebtedness  to  M.  Korosi  of  Budapesth  for  valuable  advice.  To 
J  him  the  world  owes  much  for  his  earnest  efforts  in  securing  inter- 

national uniformity  in  the  method  of  presentation  of  statistics. 

New  Features  in  the  Following  Summary. 

Beginning  with  1855,  a  table  appears  in  the  registration  reports 

of  Massachusetts  which  presents  the  numbers  of  persons  dying  in 

f  each  year  from  certain  diseases,  by  sexes,  months  of  the  year  and 
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ages  of  life.  Other  tables  are  appended  in  the  reports  of  the  follow- 
ing years  in  which  the  same  facts  are  presented  for  a  group  of  years. 
The  percentages  of  deaths  in  each  sex  were  also  given,  the  percent- 
ages of  deaths  in  each  month,  and  also  those  of  each  age  period,  as 
compared  with  the  total  mortality.  The  fallacy  of  employing  the 
total  mortality  as  the  only  standard  of  comparison  has  been  so  fre- 
quently pointed  out  *  that  it  was  deemed  best  in  1887  to  introduce  a 
new  table,  in  which  the  deaths  at  each  age  of  life  are  compared  with 
the  living  population  of  the  same  age. 

These  important  and  valuable  tables  are  now  reproduced  in  this 
Summary,  and  have  been  still  further  improved  by  the  comparison  of 
the  deaths  by  sexes  in  the  same  manner  with  the  living  population  of 
each  sex.  The  effect  of  the  inequalities  in  the  lengths  of  the  months 
is  eliminated  by  adopting  a  standard  of  equal  lengths  of  time  in  each 
month,  and  of  reducing  the  numbers  of  deaths  in  such  uniform 
divisions  of  time  to  a  standard  of  100,  which  answers  the  pur- 
pose, since  the  object  in  such  a  seasonal  table  is  not  to  deter- 
mine the  absolute  number  of  deaths  from  a  given  cause  in  each 
month,  but  the  relative  intensity  of  a  given  disease  or  cause  of 
death  as  shown  by  the  mortality  in  these  different  portions  of  the 
year. 

The  difference  in  the  two  methods  becomes  most  apparent  so  far 
as  seasonal  prevalence  is  concerned  in  the  case  of  a  disease  which, 
like  consumption,  shows  a  comparatively  uniform  mortality  through- 
out the  year. 

The  same  method  has  been  employed  in  treating  the  monthly 
distribution  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  and  is  nearly  iden- 
tical with  that  which  is  employed  by  Dr.  R.  Bockh,  director  of 
the  statistical  office  of  the  city  of  Berlin,  in  his  comprehensive  year 
book. 

It  is  deemed  advisable  to  omit  altogether  from  the  discussion  of 
diseases  the  comparison  with  the  total  mortality,  and  to  give  only 
the  ratio  to  the  living  population,  except  in  Table  24,  relating  to  the 
statistics  of  certain  causes  of  death  (1874-93). 

Comparison  with  the  living  population  can  be  made  with  com- 
parative accuracy  in  Massachusetts  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that 

*  See  papers  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Smith  on  consamption  and  pnenmonia  in  Massacbasetts,  in 
'*  Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,'*  1887;  and  by  Dr.  E.  Farnham  on  consamp- 
tion in  Cambridge,  in  "Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Association  of  Boards  of  Health," 
Vol.  IV.,  1894. 
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a  census  is  here  made  every  five  years,  either  by  the  State  or 
national  government,  and  within  the  limits  of  a  five-year  period  it 
is  not  difficult  to  estimate  the  population  of  each  year  with  a  fair 
degree  of  accuracy.  The  annual  rate  of  growth  for  a  century  has 
never  been  less  than  one  per  cent.,  except  in  the  war  period  1860- 
65,  when  it  was  about  one-half  of  one  per  cent.,  and  but  once  was  it 
above  three  per  cent,  (ip  the  period  1840-50). 

Another  feature  of  importance  is  the  table  of  vital  statistics  of 
cities  and  towns  having  over  10,000  inhabitants,  which  embraces  the 
period  of  three  years,  1891-93.  The  fact  that  the  urban  popula- 
tion (cities  and  towns  over  10,000)  had  grown  from  a  percentage 
of  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  population  in  1840  to  more  than 
65  per  cent,  in  1890  sufficiently  explains  the  importance  of  this 
table.  A  portion  of  the  statistical  tables  for  counties  is  presented ; 
but  the  rapidly  increasing  prominence  of  the  urban  population  makes 
it  essential  to  devote  a  greater  amount  of  space  to  the  municipalities 
having  over  10,000  population  in  each. 

Eecent  discussions  upon  infant  mortality  have  also  made  it  desira- 
ble to  present  this  important  portion  of  the  subject  with  more  than 
ordinary  fulness  of  detail ;  the  death  rates  of  children  from  all  causes 
and  from  several  of  the  diseases  of  childhood  are  for  the  first  time 
presented  for  each  separate  year  of  life  up  to  five  years. 

The  legislative  discussions  upon  tuberculosis  have  induced  us  to 
introduce  a  comparatively  greater  number  of  carefully  prepared  sta- 
tistics in  regard  to  this  disease. 


Oeneral  Summary. 

The  number  of  registered  marriages  in  1893  was  22,814,  the 
births  were  67,192  and  the  deaths  were  49,084.  The  still-births 
numbered  2,444. 

The  ratios  to  the  estimated  living  population  were  as  follows  :  — 

Perl,OO0L 

Marriage  rate,        •        .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .  9.36 

Persons  married, 18.71 

Birthrate. 27.66 

Death  rate, 20.13 

Excess  of  birth  rate  over  death  rate, 7.42 
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International  Vital  Statistics. 

In  Table  1  are  presented   the  marriage,  birth   and   death   rates 
of  the  New  England  States  and  those  of  the  principal  countries  of 
Europe  having  registration  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  (1871-90) 
and  for  the  years  1892  and  1893. 

The  six  New  England  States  had  in  1890  a  population  of  4,700,745, 
the  estimate  for  1893  being  a  little  more  than  5,000,000,  and  all  the 
countries  embraced  in  this  summary  had  about  265,000,000  at  the 
latest  census. 

The  estimates  of  population  upon  which  the  ratios  for  each  country 
are  based  are  made  by  the  authorities  having  in  charge  the  registra- 
tion of  these  countries.  Those  of  the  New  England  States  are 
based  upon  the  census  of  1890,  and  the  rate  of  growth  in  the  pre- 
ceding intercensal  period. 


Population. 

"  Population,  as  the  natural  basis  of  all  vital  statistics,  necessarily  demands  pre- 
liminary consideration  in  any  work  dealing  with  that  subject."  —  Dk.  Faur. 

The  population  of  Massachusetts  in  1890,  as  enumerated  by  the 
United  States  census  officials,  was  2,238,943. 

Sex.  — Of  this  number,  1,087,709  were  males  and  1,151,234  were 
females. 

Age. — Table  2  presents  the  figures  of  six  census  enumerations 
of  the  State  by  age  periods,  with  the  percentages  at  each  age 
period.  The  total  numbers  of  each  sex  are  also  given,  with  the 
percentages  of  each.  The  table  shows  that  the  percentages  of 
males  and  females  were  more  nearly  alike  at  the  census  of  1890 
than  at  either  of  the  preceding  census  enumerations,  being  in  the 
ratio  of  1,000  males  to  1,058  females,  as  compared  with  1,000  males 
to  1,076  females  as  the  mean  of  the  six  census  enumerations.  The 
percentages  of  persons  living  at  the  two  age  periods  under  five,  and 
five  to  nine,  had  diminished,  while  those  of  the  age  periods  above 
twenty  years  had  increased,  —  a  fact  which  is  probably  not  due  to  a 
diminishing  birth  rate,  but  to  an  increased  accession  by  immigration 
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at  the  later  age  periods.  The  birth  rates  have  slightly  increase 
from  1880  to  1890. 

In  this  table  the  census  figures  are  presented  without  correctio 
or  adjustment. 

The  population  of  the  counties  in  1890  was  as  follows :  — 


Barnstable, .... 

29,172 

Hampshire,         .        • 

51,859 

Berkshire,    .... 

81,108 

Middlesex,  .... 

431,167 

Bristol,        .... 

186,465 

Nantucket, .... 

3,268 

Dukes, 

4,869 

Norfolk,      .... 

118,950 

Essex, 

299,995 

Plymouth,  .... 

92,700 

Franklin,     .... 

38,610 

Suffolk,       .... 

484,780 

Hampden,    .        .        .        . 

135,713 

Worcester,  .... 

280,787 

The  State, 

.        • 

....            JyZoOyU-iO 
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In  the  section  of  this  summary  which  treats  of  deaths,  the  figures 
for  the  first  five  years  of  life  for  the  census  of  1890  have  been  redis- 
tributed or  adjusted,  in  order  to  estimate  the  death  rates  at  each 
separate  year  of  life  up  to  five  years  from  all  causes,  and  for  certain 
of  the  destructive  diseases  of  childhood  with  greater  accuracy.  For 
this  purpose  the  general  principles  laid  down  in  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott's 
article  in  the  second  volume  of  the  ninth  census  have  been  employed. 
(See  further  discussion  of  this  subject  under  the  title  of  Deaths  by 
Ages.) 

The  estimate  of  the  population  of  Massachusetts  for  1893,  upon 
which  the  marriage,  birth  and  death  rates  in  this  summary  are  calcu- 
lated, is  2,438,362. 

Marriages. 

The  whole  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Massachusetts  in 
1893  was  22,814,  which  was  a  greater  number  than  was  registered 
in  any  previous  year.  This  number  indicated  a  marriage  rate  of 
18.71  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  (persons  married), 
and  9.35  marriages  per  1,000. 

The  marriages  and  marriage  rates  for  the  ten  years  1884-93  were 
as  follows :  — 

Table  8.  —  Marriages  and  Marriage  Rates,  1884-93. 


TEARS. 


Marriages. 


1884,  . 

1885,  , 

1886,  . 

1887,  . 

1888,  . 

1889,  . 

1890,  . 

1891,  . 

1892,  . 

1893,  . 
Total, 
Mean, 


Marriage  Kates. 

18.2 
17.6 
18.0 
19.0 
18.7 
18.7 
18.6 
18.8 
20.0 
18.7 


18.6 
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The  marriage  rate  has  declined  during  the  period  of  registration, 
the  highest  marriage  rate  being  that  of  1854,  when  it  was  24.8  per 
1,000  ;  and  the  minimum  was  in  1878,  when  it  was  14.9.  The  mean 
rate  for  the  five-year  period  1851-55  was  23.2,  and  that  of  the 
five-year  period  1876-80  was  15.7. 

In  the  past  ten  years  or  more  it  has  remained  fairly  uniform,  the 
rate  for  the  five-year  period  1881-85  being  18.5,  and  that  of  1886-90 
being  18.6.     For  the  three  years  1891-93  it  was  18.9. 

The  marriage  rate  of  England  has  declined  slightly,  from  a  maxi- 
mum of  17.9  in  1853  to  a  minimum  of  14.2  in  1886,  and  a  slight 
increase  to  15.6  in  1891.  Those  of  Denmark,  Sweden  and  Hungary 
have  declined  slightly,  while  those  of  Prussia,  Italy  and  France 
have  remained  nearly  stationary. 

Marriages  by  Counties,  —  The  number  of  marriages  in  each  county 
during  the  three  years  1891,  1892,  1893,  together  with  the  marriage 
rates  for  1890,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Table  i,-^  Marriages  by  Counties,  1891-93,  and  Marriage  Bates,  1890» 


Marriage 

1801. 

i8oa. 

1893. 

Rntea, 
1890. 

The  State, 

21,675 

22,507 

22.814 

18.62 

Barnstable, 

245 

221 

209 

16.78 

Berkshire, 

605 

625 

613 

15.12 

Bristol,    . 

1,850 

2,045 

2,089 

20.22 

Dukes,     • 

33 

38 

39 

18.54 

Essex, 

2,905 

2,899 

3,108 

18.48 

Franklin, 

310 

331 

335 

14.76 

Hampden, 

1,388 

1,479 

1.401 

17.64 

Hampshire, 

448 

438 

410 

16.26 

Mid(ll(*sex, 

4.083 

4,259 

4,373 

17.80 

Nantucket, 

16 

28 

21 

11.00 

Norfolk,  . 

944 

956 

976 

15.76 

Plymouth, 

798 

804 

840 

17.32 

Suffolk,    . 

5,574 

5,708 

5,745 

21.94 

Worcester, 

2,476 

2,676 

2,655 

17.70 

Note.  —  Marriages  and  marriage  rates  of  the  urban  population  may  be  found 
on  a  later  page. 


Age. — The  average  ages  at  marriage  of  all  men  and  women 
married,  and  of  men  and  women  married  for  the  first  time,  were  as 
follows :  — 
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Table  6.  —  Average  Ages  at  Marriage,  1891-93,  expressed  in  Years  and  Frac- 

turns  of  a  Year, 


Average  Age 

or  AU 
Bildegroomf, 


Average  Age 

of 

AU  firidea. 


Average  Age  of 

Men 

Marrying  for  the 

First  Time. 


Average  Age  of 

Women 

Marrying  for  the 

First  Time. 


1891,  . 

1892,  . 

1893,  . 


28.85 
28.85 
28.90 


25.53 
25.37 
25.47 


26.82 
26.76 
26.86 


24.28 
24.24 
24.40 


Four  hundred  and  forty-one  men  and  3,628  women  married  when 
under  twenty  years  of  age,  and  64  men  and  5  women  married  when 
over  seventy.  Of  the  former  class  there  were  46  women  aged  fifteen, 
10  aged  fourteen  and  1  of  thirteen  years ;  all  the  men  were  over 
fifteen  years  of  age. 

Seasons.  —  The  marriages  by  calendar  months  were  as  follows  for 

1893 :  — 

Table  6.^  Marriages  by  Months  (1893). 


Marriagea. 

Monthly  Ratio 

compared  with 

a  Standard 

of  100.» 

Marriages. 

1 

Monthly  Ratio 

compared  with 

a  Standard 

of  100  .• 

January,    . 
February,  . 
March, 
April, 
May,  . 

1,999 
1,592 
1,000 
2,396 
1,636 
2,830 
1.570 
1,678 

103.2 

91.0 
51.6 

127.9 
84.5 

151.0 
81.1 
86.7 

1 

1 

1  September, 
'  October,   . 
j  November, 
1  December, 
Uuknown, 

Total, . 
Mean, . 

1,953 

2,319 

2,414 

1,413 

14 

104.2 

119.8 

128.8 

73.0 

July,  . 
August, 

22,814 

100.0 

*  In  this  column  the  inaccuracies  due  to  the  unequal  lengths  of  the  months  are  eliminated  by 
finding  the  daily  number  of  marriages  in  each  month  and  comparing  this  number  with  a  daily 
standard  of  100  for  the  whole  year. 

The  mean  daily  number  of  marriages  for  the  year  was  62.5. 

Births. 

The  whole  number  of  living  births  registered  in  Massachusetts  in 
1893  was  67,192,  which  was  larger  than  that  of  any  previous  year 
since  the  beginning  of  registration.  The  birth  rate  was  27.6  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  living  population,  which  was  larger  than  that 
of  any  year  since  1874  except  that  of  1892,  which  was  27.8. 

The  births  and  birth  rates  for  the  ten  years  1884-93  were  as 
follows :  — 
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Table  7.  —Births  and  Birth  Rales,  Ten  Years,  1884-93. 


T£ARS. 

BlrthB. 

Blrtb  Bates. 

Tbabs. 

Births. 

Birth  Rates. 

1884, 
1885, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890, 

48,615 
48.790 
50.788 
53.174 
54,893 
57.075 
57,777 

25.5 
25.1 

25.4 
25.9 
25.9 
20.2 
25.8 

1891,  . 

1892,  . 

1893,  . 

Total, 
Mean, 

63,004 

65,824 
67,192 

27.4 
27.8 
27.6 

567,132 

26.3 

8ex.  —  Of  the  whole  number  "of  liviDg  children  born  in  1893, 
34,328  were  males  and  32,829  were  females,  indicating  a  ratio  of 
1,046  males  to  1,000  females,  that  of  the  period  of  forty-one  years 
(1853-93)  having  been  1,055  males  to  1,000  females. 

The  following  were  the  numbers  by  sexes  for  the  three  years 
1891-93 :  — 

Table  8.  —  Births  by  Sexes,  1891, 1892  and  1893. 


Tkabs. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males  to  1.000 
Females. 


1891, 
1892, 
1893, 


32.532 
33,758 
34,328 


80,434 
31.951 
32,829 


1,069 
1,057 
1,046 


The  ratio  of  male  to  female  births  in  England  for  the  fifty-six 
years  ending  with  1893  was  1,043  males  to  1,000  females, 

Seasons.  — The  number  of  births  in  each  month  and  the  monthly 
ratio  reduced  to  a  standard  of  100  was  as  follows :  — 


Table  9. --Births  by  Months  (1893). 


Months. 

Births. 

Monthly  Ratio 

reduced  to  a 

Standard  of  100. 

Months. 

Births. 

Monthly  RaUo 

reduced  to  a 

SUndardoflOO. 

January,  . 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August,    . 
September, 

5,611 
5,107 
5.549 
5.391 
5,163 
5,467 
6.095 
6,173 
5,638 

98.3 
99.1 

97.2 

97.6 

90.4 

98.8 

106.8 

108.1 

102.1 

October. . 
November,     . 
December, 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Mean, 

5.716 
5.519 
5.767 

6 

100.2 

99.9 
101.0 

67.192 

100.0 
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The  mean  daily  number  of  births  was  184.1,  and  from  the  foregoing 
table  it  appears  that  the  highest  daily  number  of  births  occurred  in 
August,  July  and  September,  and  the  least  in  May,  March  and  April. 

The  highest  quarterly  percentage  of  births  registered  was  in  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  births  in 
each  year  of  the  previous  twenty-year  period,  except  1873  and  lb78, 
in  which  the  greatest  number  was  in  the  fourth  quarter. 

Births  by  Oounlies.  —  The  numbers  of  living  births  in  each  county 
during  the  three  years  1891,  1892  and  1893,  together  with  the 
birth  rates  for  1890,  were  as  follows  :  — 


Table  \0,—Birt?i8  by  Counties,  1891-93,  and  Birth  Rates,  1890, 


1      Birth  Katei, 

1891. 

1809. 

1808. 

1800. 

1 

The  State,     . 

63,004 

65,824 

67,192 

25.81 

Barnstable, 

iS30 

546 

516 

16.38 

Berkshire, 

2,179 

2,083 

2,283 

20.82 

Bristol, 

5,436 

5,924 

6,200 

26.58 

Dukes, 

66 

71 

73 

18.08 

Essex, 

7,804 

7,784 

8,392 

23.68 

Franklin,  . 

813 

898 

908 

19.68 

Hampden, 

4,611 

4,708 

4,864 

30.47 

Hampshire, 

1,126 

1,229 

1,194 

20.90 

Middlespx, 

12,347 

12,879 

13,197 

25.85 

Nantucket, 

52 

50 

55 

15.30 

Norfolk,    . 

2,947 

2,956 

8,132 

22.78 

Plvmouth, 

1,905 

1,946 

2,144 

18.96 

Suffolk,     . 

15,227 

16,542 

15,538 

28.98 

"Worcester, 

7,971 

8,208 

8,696 

26.07 

Note  —  Births  and  birth  rates  of  the  urban  population  may  bo  found  on  a 
later  page. 

Illegitimacy. — The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in 
1893  was  540.  The  statistics  of  the  years  1891,  1892  and  1893, 
with  the  ratios  per  1,000  of  living  births,  are  as  follows :  — 

Taule  W.-^IllcgUimate  Births, 


Trabs. 


Katio  per], 000  Births. 


1891, 

1892, 
1893, 


1,078 
990 
540 


17.1 

15.0 

8.0 


The  mean  ratio  for  the  ten  years  1884-93  was  17.47  per  1,000 
births. 
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Table  U.  —  iaegttimale  Birlha  by  Counties  (1891, 1892  and  1893). 


^ 

:" 

. 

i 

. 

i 

« 

^ 

ST.™. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1891,    . 

1.078 

n 

91 

sn 

7fl 

.■> 

44 

7 

I?1 

1 

n 

14  1  664 

49 

1892,     . 

!)'J0 

s 

■?7 

fi.i 

.H 

HI 

10 

tiv 

T,f 

171 

,s 

^1 

13  1446 

fiit 

1893,    . 

640 

10 

36 

59 

1 

«4 

10 

ili 

8 

uo 

2 

23 

11       14 

87 

Id  the  foregoing  table  are  presented  the  statisticB  of  illegitimate 
births  hy  counties  for  the  three  years  ending  with  1893.  The  special 
point  worthy  of  note  in  thia  table  i8  the  apparently  defective  record 
of  Suffolk  County  for  the  year  1893. 

The  following  are  illegitimate  birth  ratea  for  several  countries  for 
the  five-year  period  1878-82,  and  for  the  year  1889  (BertiUon). 


E«blO,0WtJnn.«TlM 

Cor„„«. 

■  ATS-ai. 

IMS, 

Ireland 

25 

28 

31 

Russia 

S8 

27 

Holland 

80 

S3 

66 

47 

47 

74 

Itafr.       ...'.... 

73 

73 

169 

Fraiipe 

74 

84 

109 

Belpiiioi 

77 

139 

Norway 

82 

74 

146 

Scotla.iU 

84 

79 

Ifll 

German  Empire, 

206 

Denmark, 

101 

93 

203 

Swe<liTi 

Ml 

101 

ISS 

Saxony. 

127 

125 

313 

Bavaria 

132 

141 

295 

Austria, 

143 

147 

830 

o  in  bII  tbe  countrln 


Pliudl  Birthn, — In  1893  there  were  registered  619  cases  of 
plural  births,  being  in  the  ratio  of  iJ.l  per  1,000  births.  The  num- 
ber of  children  born  was  1,247,  of  which  number  1,220  were  twins 
and  27  were  trijjlets.  Of  the  whole  number,  627  were  males  and 
618  were  females. 
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The  statistics  for  the  three  years  1891,  1892  and  1893  were  as 

follows :  — 

Table  14. 


YEARS. 

• 

Cases 

of  Twlos. 

Cases 
of  TrlpleU. 

Cases  of 
Quad- 
ruplets. 

Numbers  of 

Living  Blrtha 

to  one  Case  of 

Twins. 

ynmbcr  of 

Living  Births 

to  one  Ca»e  of 

Triplets. 

1891, 

616 

7 

1 

102 

9,000 

1892 

672 

8 

- 

115 

8,228 

1893 

610 

9 

- 

110 

7,466 

Total  3  years,   . 

1,798 

24 

1 

— 

- 

Mean,        .... 

- 

- 

- 

109 

8.168 

Total  eases  1874-93, 

8,847 

99 

- 

- 

- 

Mean,        .... 

- 

- 

114 

10,148 

There  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  and  ratio  of  cases 
of  triplet  births  in  the  past  six  years,  from  1  in  27,446  in  1888  to  1 
in  7,466  in  1893. 

Still-Births. — The  total  number  of  still-births  registered  in  1893 
was  2,444,  the  numbers  for  the  two  preceding  years  being  2,222  in 
1892  and  2,293  in  1891. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  relative  to  the  sexes  of  the  still- 
born for  1893  and  for  the  period  1853  to  1893,  forty-one  years :  — 


Total  number  of  tlic  still-born, 

Males, 

Females, 

Not  stated, 

Ratio  of  males  to  1,000  females,  among  those  whose  sex  was 
known, 


1808. 

1893-03. 

2,444 

63,435 

1,420 

29,517 

921 

19,914 

103 

4,004 

1,542 


1,482 


Deaths. 

••  Mortality  statistics  surpass  all  other  vital  statistics  in  importance,  whether  they 
are* considered  from  a  social,  an  actuarial  or  a  sanitary  standpoint."'  —  Newsuolme. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1893  was  49,084;  this  was 
greater  than  that  of  any  previous  year  of  registration. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  living  population  was 
20.13,  that  of  the  decade  ending  with  1893  having  been  19.66. 
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The  following  are  the  deaths  and  death  rates  for  the  ten-year 
period  1884-93 :  — 

Table  15. 


Ymamm. 

Deathf. 

D«ath  Bates. 

Ykarb. 

Death!. 

]>eath  Rates. 

1884, 
1885, 

1886, 
1887, 

36,990 

38,094 
37,244 
40,763 
42,097 
41,777 

19.4 
19.6 
18.6 

19.8 
19.9 
19.2 

1 

1890,  . 

1891,  . 

1892,  . 

1893,  . 
Total, 
Mean, 

43,528 
45,185 

48,762 
49,084 

19.4 
19.6 

20.6 
20.1 

1888, 
1889, 

423.524 

19.66 

DeaUiaby  Sexes. — The  number  of  deaths  of  males  recorded  in 
1893  was  24,899  and  that  of  females  was  24,185.  Estimating  the 
distribution  of  the  sexes  upon  the  same  basis  as  in  1890,  the  death 
rates  of  the  seizes  were  21.02  per  1,000  for  males  and  19.29  for 
females. 

Table  X^.-- Mortality  of  the  Sexes,  Census  Years  and  1893. 




1 

Deaths  of  Males  to 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate  of 

1,000  Deaths  of 

Ykars. 

of  Males. 

of  Females. 

of  Males. 

Females. 

Females  in  Eqoal 
Numbers  Living. 

1860, 

11,444 

11,547 

19.3 

18.4 

1,048 

1865, 

13,085 

13,()24 

21.7 

19.6 

1,107 

1870, 

13,699 

13,598 

19.5 

18.6 

1,048 

1875, 

17.329 

17.619 

21.8 

20.5 

1,063 

1880, 

17,426 

17.852 

20.3 

19.3 

1,052 

1885, 

18.889 

19.205 

20.2 

19.0 

1,063 

1890, 

21,767 

21,761 

20.0 

18.9 

1,058 

lo90,                •              *              • 

24.899 

24,185 

21. 0* 

19.3* 

1,089* 

*  Estimated. 


The  disparity  between  the  death  rates  of  the  sexes  in  Massachu- 
setts was  generally  less  than  that  of  England,  which  was  as  1,117 
deaths  of  males  to  1,000  deaths  of  females  in  equal  numbers  living 
for  1891,  and  as  1,102  to  1,000  for  the  whole  period  of  registration 
(183«-93). 
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Deaths  by  Seasons.  —  In  the  following  table  are  presented  the 
statistics  of  deaths  in  Massachusetts  by  months  and  by  sexes.  For 
the  purpose  of  presenting  the  seasonal  mortality  as  fully  and  as 
clearly  as  possible,  the  method  employed  by  Dr.  B5ckh  of  Berlin  in 
his  year  book  has  been  followed.  The  exceedingly  accurate  and 
careful  statistical  methods  adopted  in  Berlin  give  to  the  mortality 
statistics  of  that  city  a  value  which  cannot  be  attained  here  under 
present  American  modes  of  collection  of  statistics.  The  figures  in 
columns  1,  2,  3,  5  and  6  may  be  taken  as  correct,  while  those  in 
column  4  are  subject  to  such  slight  corrections  as  the  next  census 
may  require. 

Table  VJ,  — Mortality  by  Months^  Massachmetts  {1893), 


Months. 

1 

Males. 

Females. 

8 

Totals. 

*           Monthly  Mor-           * 
Death  Rate  tullty  Kedaced    Deaths  per 
per  1,000.   1  toaStandnrd  1       Day. 
1       of  100  *       1 

January, 
Fcbniar}', 
March,  . 
April,    . 
May,     . 
June,    . 
July,     . 
An  trust, 
September,   . 
October, 
Novenib(»r, 
Deceuiber, 

>       •• 

2,027 
1,905 
2,230 
2,253 
2,231 
1,654 
2,309 
2,545 
1,991 
1,831 
1,720 
2,203 

2,134 
1,809 
2,145 
2,082 
2,090 
1,596 
2,047 
2,889 
2,064 
1,848 
1,760 
2,221 

4,161 

3,714 
4,375 
4,335 
4,321 
3,250 
4,356 
4,934 
4,055 
3,679 
8,480 
4,424 

20.23 
19.99 
21.27 
21.63 
20.87 
16.22 
20.88 
23.65 
20.09 
17.52 
17.12 
21.06 

20.13 

99.8 

98.6 

104.9 

107.4 

103.6 

'      80.5 

104.5 

118.4 

100.5 

88.3 

86.3 

106.1 

134.2 
132.6 
141.1 
144.5 
139.4 
108.3 
140.5 
159.2 
135.2 
118.7 
116.0 
142.7 

24.899 

24,185 

49,084 

100.0 

134.5 

*  Column  5.  In  this  colomn  100  is  taken  as  the  annual  mean  for  a  monthly  period  of  uni- 
form length. 

In  the  foregoing  table,  in  the  figures  presented  in  columns  4  and  5 
the  inaccuracies  due  to  the  unequal  length  of  the  months  have  been 
eliminated  by  comparing  the  daily  number  of  deaths  in  each  month 
with  the  mean  daily  number  for  the  year.  It  is  also  quite  plain  that 
an  estimate  of  population  which  may  be  applied  in  calculating  the 
death  rate  in  January  and  February  cannot  reasonably  be  applied  to 
the  same  purpose  in  November  and  December,  since  the  annual 
increase  of  the  population,  amounting  in  recent  years  to  about 
70,000  annually,  is  thus  disregarded.  Hence,  in  estimating  the 
mortality  rates  given  in  column  4,  a  quarterly  estimate  has  been 
adopted  based  upon  the  rate  of  growth  from  1885  to  1890,  after  the 
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manner  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  of  England  in  his  weekly 
reports.  By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  months  in  which  the 
greatest  daily  number  of  deaths  occurred  were  August,  April  and 
December y  and  those  which  had  the  least  were  June,  November  and 
October. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  were  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

In  the  first  quarter, 25.0 

In  the  second  quarter, 24.3 

In  the  third  quarter, 27 . 1 

In  the  fourth  quarter, 23.6 

100.0 

Deaths  by  Counties.  —  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  county  dur- 
ing the  three  years  1891,  1892  and  1893,  together  with  the  death 
rates  for  1890,  were  as  follows,  still-births  being  in  every  instance 
excluded  in  this  table  :  — 

Table  18.  —  Deaths  by  Counties,  1891,1892  and  1893,  and  Death  Rates,  1890, 


Death  Rates, 

1801. 

1899. 

1808. 

1890. 

The  State,     . 

45,185 

48,762 

49,084 

19.4 

Barnstable, 

615 

640 

592 

19.4 

Berkshire, 

1,436 

1,560 

1,505 

18.2 

Bristol, 

4,109 

4,867 

4,608 

20.3 

Dukes, 

109 

99 

115 

25.4 

Essex, 

5,916 

6,272 

6,064 

20.0 

Franklin,  . 

699 

766 

654 

15.8 

Hampden, 

2,044 

3,181 

2,999 

19.6 

Hampshire, 

969 

1,051 

1,037 

18.5 

Middlesex, 

8,506 

9,038 

9,420 

18.4 

Nantucket, 

80 

120 

88 

24.5 

Norfolk,    . 

1,945 

2,087 

2,294 

16.5 

Plymouth, 

1,580 

1,759 

1,751 

16.9 

Suffolk, 

11,357 

12,013 

12,280 

22.3 

Worcester, 

5.220 

5,809 

5,677 

17.8 

Note.  —  Deaths  and  death  rates  of  the  urban  population  may  be  found  on 
a  later  page. 


Deaths  by  Ages,  —  No  statement  of  mortality  at  different  ages  of 
life  can  have  much  value  which  fails  to  take  into  account  the  numbers 
of  the  living  population  at  the  same  ages.  In  the  absence  of  other 
figures  the  census  must  be  the  only  guide,  but  in  those  States  which 
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have  a  trustworthy  system  of  registration  of  vital  statistics  the  regis- 
tration of  births  and  that  of  the  deaths  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age  may  be  employed  to  correct  the  defects  which  are  found  to 
exist  in  all  census  enumerations  of  the  first  years  of  life.  In  the 
United  States  census  of  1870  (volume  on  vital  statistics),  a  method 
is  proposed  for  the  redistribution  of  the  figures  of  these  ages  of  life 
and  for  supplying  deficiencies.  The  defects  of  distribution  referred 
to  are  due  chiefly  to  the  tendency  of  parents  to  state  the  ages  of 
children  inaccurately. 

The  following  figures  illustrate  this  point:  — 

Table  19.  —  Census  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age, 


A0B8. 


Population  of 


United  SUtes 
C«n8iu,  1880. 


MMaachniettf, 

1886 
(Stat*  Cenias). 


MMMchatettt, 

1890 
(U.  8.  CeusoB). 


England  (1891). 


0-1  year,    . 

1  year,    . 

2  years,  . 

3  years,  . 

4  years,  . 

Total  population. 


1,447,983 
1,256,956 
1,427,086 
1,381,274 
1,401,217 

50,155.783 


35,888 
27,327 
40,853 
38,064 
36,706 

1,942,141 


43,043 
28,462 
46,726 
44,367 
41,160 

2,238,943 


754,533 
691,590 
707,179 
706,274 
698,914 

29,002,525 


Percentages  of  Total  Population, 


0-1  year,    .... 

2.89 

1.85 

1.92 

2.60 

1  year,    .  '      . 

2.50 

1.41 

1.27 

•   2.38 

2  years,  .... 

2.85 

2.08 

2.09 

2.44 

3  years,  .... 

2.75 

1.96 

1.98 

2.43 

4  years,  .... 

2.79 

1.89 

1.84 

2.39 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  the  foregoing  numbers  for  Massachusetts 
especially  those  for  the  first  three  years  of  life,  are  seriously  defective, 
not  only  in  their  proper  distribution,  but  also  in  actual  omissions  of 
considerable  numbers,  when  the  births  and  the  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  and  successive  ages  are  considered.  Hence  an  adjusted  table  for 
the  first  five  years  becomes  necessary,  either  with  or  without  the  actual 
addition  of  some  assumed  number.  Mr.  Elliott  assumes  the  number 
100,000  as  a  proposed  addition  to  the  United  States  census  figures 
for  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  in  1870,  in  the  first 
five  years  of  life.    It  is  possible,  however,  to  arrive  at  a  more  defi- 
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nite  estimate  in  Massachusetts ,  in  consequence  of  the  existence  in 
this  State  of  a  careful  system  of  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths.  A  careful  estimate  in  Massachusetts,  deduced  from  the 
births  and  the  deaths  in  the  first  years  of  life,  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  omissions  in  this  period  (0-5  years)  constitute  a  still  greater 
ratio  of  the  total  population  of  the  State  in  the  two  last  census 
enumerations,  than  is  represented  by  the  number  100,000  as  com- 
pared with  the  United  States  population  of  1870.* 

An  examination  of  the  figures  presented  in  the  table  on  the  pre- 
ceding page  shows  in  each  column  certain  peculiarities  in  the  numbers 
representing  the  first  three  years  of  life.  In  each  instance  the  number 
of  children  living  in  the  period  one  to  two  years,  shown  in  the  second 
line  of  figures,  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  either  the  preceding  or 
the  succeeding  year,  and  in  the  two  columns  for  Massachusetts  the 
figures  for  the  period  two  to  three  years  (third  line)  are  greater  in 
each  instance  than  those  of  infants  under  one  (first  line).  These 
points  are  simplified  by  the  percentages  presented  in  the  second  part 
of  the  table. 

In  a  fixed  population,  in  which  migration  plays  no  part,  these 
figures  should  present  a  successive  diminution  from  the  age  period 
0-1  onwards,  the  rate  of  diminution  being  dependent  upon  the  mor- 
tality at  difierent  ages.  Migration  afiects  principally  the  adult  ages 
of  life,  and  in  rough  estimates  of  the  first  three  years  or  more,  its 
direct  effect  may  practically  be  ignored,  f 

After  reviewing  the  method  proposed  by  Mr.  Elliott  and  the 
methods  usually  adopted  for  the  construction  of  life  tables,  the  fol- 
lowing percentages  have  been  adopted  for  estimating  the  mortality 
rates  of  the  first  five  years  of  life,  and  for  those  which  relate  to  the 
diseases  of  childhood  for  the  census  years  1885-90  in  Massachusetts. 

*  Mr.  Henry  Gannett,  in  a  recent  contribution  to  the  quarterly  publications  of  the 
American  Statistical  Society,  estimates  the  total  deficiency  of  the  U.  S.  census  of  1890  at  one 
million  persons.  —  Publications  Am.  Statistical  Soc,  Vol.  IV.,  page  99. 

t  The  percentages  of  immigrants  to  United  States  by  ages  for  fifty  years  were  as  follows  :  — 


30-35, 9.8 

36-40, 6.7 

40  and  oyer, 102 


100.00 


0-5, 7.9 

6-10, 7.2 

10-15, 6  9 

15-20, 14  3 

20-25, 20.9 

26-30, 16.1 

More  than  one-half  were  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty  years.  The  addition  of  a  con- 
siderable number  of  immigrants  to  the  population  of  ages  16-30  can  have  scarcely  an  apprecia- 
ble effect  upon  the  death  rate.  If  the  additions  were  mainly  of  children  of  ages  5-16,  the  death 
rate  would  be  diminished;  if  the  additions  were  chiefly  of  ages  above  30,  the  death  rate  would 
be  materially  increased  thereby. 
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These  percentages  are  calculated  both  for  redistribution  and  for 
addition  of  sufficient  numbers  to  conform  to  the  figures  for  age 
mortality. 

Table  20. 


A  ^99m 

riRCXKTAOES  OF  TOTAL 
POPDLATION. 

A0E8. 

1883. 

1800. 

0-1  year, 

1              •              • 

2.10 

2.12 

1  year, 

■              •              • 

2.00 

2.03 

2  years, 

1               •              • 

1.94 

1.98 

8  years, 

>              •              •              1 

1.91 

1.95 

4  years. 

•              •              • 

1.88 

1.93 

These  percentages  difier  but  little  from  those  which  may  be  fiound 
in  life  tables.  The  difficulty  of  constructing  such  tables  accurately 
for  migratory  populations,  like  those  of  American  States,  as  com- 
pared with  the  more  stationary  or  fixed  populations  of  European 
countries,  must  be  recognized. 

In  summing  up  this  question  in  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  tenth 
census,  page cxliii.  Dr.  Billings  says  :  "The  preparation  for  any  given 
locality,  race  or  occupation,  in  this  country ^  of  a  life  table  which 
shall  accurately  represent  the  tendency  to  death  or  the  probability 
of  survival  at  each  age  is  practically  impossible,  because  of  the 
want  of  accuracy  in  the  necessary  data,  and  because  of  the  irregular 
migrations  of  the  population.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  that 
all  tables  of  vital  statistics,  including  data  from  large  numbers  of 
people,  even  when  these  are  obtained  by  the  most  accurate  census 
possible,  and  by  the  most  complete  system  of  registration  which 
can  be  enforced,  give  probabilities  only,  and  that  scientific  accuracy 
in  this  field  is  practically  unattainable." 

Dr.  Farr  says,  in  commenting  upon  this  subject,  **  The  years  of 
infant  life  cannot  be  accurately  deduced  from  decennial  enumera- 
tions of  the  infants  living  at  the  date  of  the  census.  .  .  .  The  diffi- 
culties arise  from  the  want  of  exactly  observed  facts." 

A  comparison  of  the  mortality  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
with  the  births  constitutes  the  most  accurate  method  of  estimating 
the  infant  mortality  for  any  given  year,  since  the  registration  of 
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births  may  bo  deemed  to  be  fairly  complete,  the  deficiencies  amount- 
ing probably  to  less  than  one  per  cent.* 

The  following  table  presents  the  mortality  of  infants  under  one 
year,  as  compared  with  living  births  for  the  twenty  years,  1874-93  :  — 


Table  21.  —  hifant  Mortality,     Ratio  oj  Deaths  under  One   Year  to  Living 

Births  per  1,000. 


1874.   . 

164.3 

1879,   . 

142.8 

1884,   . 

158.9 

1889,   . 

162.2 

1875.   . 

172.0 

1880,   . 

169.5 

1885,   . 

156.5 

1890,   . 

166.5 

1876,   . 

154.6 

1881,   . 

165.2 

1886,   . 

159.5 

1891,   . 

169.0 

1877,   . 

152.4 

1882,   . 

164.4 

1887,   . 

162.6 

1892,   . 

166.6 

1878.   . 

148.7 

1883,   . 

163.3 

1888, 

164.9 

1893,   . 

165.3 

Mean.  1874-93, 161.9. 

Note. — The  figures  in  this  table  are  obtained  by  comparing  the  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  in  each  year  with  the  births  which  occurred  in  the  twelve 
months  ending  with  June  30  of  the  same  year,  since  about  one-half  of  the  deaths 
of  infants  under  one,  occurring  in  ench  year,  were  those  of  infants  who  were  born 
in  the  year  immediately  preceding. 

The  foregoing  mean  constitutes  the  ratio  of  160,914  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  to  993,807  living  births. 

The  extremes  during  the  past  forty-five  years  were  119.1  per 
1,000  births  in  1857  and  202.7  in  1872. 

Deaths  at  Extreme  Old  Age.  —  The  number  of  deaths  of  persons 
who  had  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety  years  and  over  in  1893  was  465. 
Of  this  number,  370  were  from  ninety  to  ninety-five  years  of  age  at 
death,  77  were  from  ninety-five  to  one  hundred,  and  18  were  one 
hundred  years  and  over. 

Of  the  whole  number  who  died  at  ages  beyond  ninety  years,  152 
were  men  and  313  were  women,  or  in  the  ratio  of  100  men  to  206 
women. 


*  **  The  mortality  of  infants  under  one  year,  calculated  with  reference  to  the  number  of  births 
during  the  year,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  single  test  of  sanitary  condition  which  we  can  haye."  — 
Billings,  Vital  Statistics,  "  The  Sanitary  Engineer,"  January,  1884,  page  163. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

The  system  of  classification  of  diseases  and  causes  of  death  pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Wm.  Farr  has  been  in  use  among  English-speaking 
nations  with  occasional  modifications  for  nearly  half  a  century,  and 
that  of  Professor  Virchow  in  Germany  since  1873.     It  now  becomes 
an  important  question  whether  a  revision  of  existing  classifications 
is  not  desirable,  in  order  that  the  grouping  of  diseases  or  causes  of 
death  may  be  consistent  with  the  progress  of  medical  science.     The 
chief  advantage  of  retaining  old  and  well-known  classifications  lies  in 
the  facility  of  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  difierent  years  or  periods 
of  time.     In  the  course  of  time,  however,  these  groupings  lose  their 
significance,  and  gradually  manifest  a  lack  of  harmony  with  prevail- 
ing systems  of  pathology.     Groupings  or  general  divisions,  compris- 
ing several  causes  of  death  in  one  class,  have  less  significance  than 
the  same  diseases   considered  separately.     The   class  of  so-called 
developmental  diseases  or  causes  of  death,  for  example,  conveys  but 
little  meaning  as  a  whole.     The  general  class  of  local  diseases  so  long 
in  use  is  much  less  significant  as  a  whole  than  the  subdivisions  of  which 
it  is  composed.     The  class  of  deaths  by  violence  is  quite  distinct,  and 
must  necessarily  be  subject  to  less  change  than  the  others.     The  trans- 
fer of  tuberculosis  to  a  place  among  infectious  diseases  appears  to  be  an 
inevitable  conclusion,  and  this  transfer  of  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  total  mortality  from  one  group  or  class  to  another  necessarily 
disturbs  the  statistical  comparison  in  a  very  marked  degree.     This 
change  already  appears  in  the  nosological  tables  of  some  countries 
and  cities  of  considerable  size. 

Hence,  in  the  following  discussion  of  the  causes  of  death  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  1893,  but  little  prominence  will  be  given  to  the  general 
groupings  of  causes  of  death,  and  single  causes  of  death  which  have 
unusual  import  will  be  treated  with  considerable  fulness  of  detail. 
These  comprise  chiefly  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  together 
with  those  local  diseases  which  are  very  destructive  to  life. 

In  the  following  table  the  old  classification  is  retained  for  the 
present,  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  :  — 


1895.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34. 


lix 


Table  22.  —  Causes  of  Deaths  by  Classes,    Ratio  per  10,000  of  the  Population. 


Tkau 


I. 

Infections 
Diseases. 


II. 

Constim- 

tional 
Diseases. 


III. 

Local 
Diseases. 


IV. 

DeTel- 

opmental 

Diseases.* 


V. 

Deftths 

from 

Yioltnee. 


1865, 

1870, 

1875, 

1880. 

1885, 

1889, 
1890. 
1891, 
1892, 
1893, 


Mean  (five  years)  1889-93,    . 


64.87 

51.63 

50.79 

26.48 

47.45 

49.30 

51.85 

21.87 

58.96 

49.40 

65.44 

23.16 

47.41 

45.89 

73.73 

19.52 

86.74 

45.94 

82.76 

20.65 

86.92 
36.09 
35.87 
89.02 
35.84 

36.75 

41.86 
41.14 
39.26 
39.34 
88.50 

39.87 

83.57 
87.13 
91.20 
96.50 
96.25 

20.10 
19.63 
20.05 
20.12 
19.41 

91.12 

19.86 

7.34 

7.79 

8.61 

7.19 

7.48 

7.78 
8.10 
8.04 
8.78 
9.08 


8.37 


*  Still-birtlis  excluded. 

By  this  table  it  appears  that  very  marked  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  groups  marked  I.,  II.  and  III.,  the  first  two  having 
notably  decreased,  while  the  third  has  quite  as  notably  increased. 

The  following  table  presents  the  mortality  from  the  ten  most 
prominent  causes  of  death  in  Massachusetts  for  the  ten  years  1884 
to  1893,  in  the  order  of  their  prominence  :  — 
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From  this  table  it  appears  that  consumption  has  maintained  its 
position  at  the  head  of  the  list  for  the  whole  decade,  although  very 
closely  approached  by  pneumonia  in  1893.  Brain  diseases  held  the 
second  place  from  1884  to  1891,  and  for  the  two  years,  1892  and 
1893,  was  displaced  by  pneumonia.  Diphtheria  and  croup  attained 
the  seventh  place  for  the  first  five  years,  and  then  rose  to  the  fifth, 
but  finally  fell  to  the  last  place  in  1891  and  1893. 

Statistics  of  Certain  Causes  of  Deaths  Massachusetts ^  1893. 

In  the  tables  24,  25,  26,  27  and  28  are  presented  the  principal 
statistics  relative  to  the  following  causes  of  death  :  — 

Small-pox.  Pneumonia. 

Measles.  Whooping-cough. 

Scarlet-fever.  Cancer. 

Diphtheria  and  croup.  Kidney  diseases. 

Typhoid  fever.  Heart  diseases. 

Cholera  infantum.  Brain  diseases. 
Consumption. 

The  data  presented  are  the  following :  — 

Number  of  deaths  from  each  of  the  foregoing  causes  in  each  year  for 
twenty  years  (1874-1893), Table  24 

Death  rate  from  each  of  the  same  causes  per  10,000  of  the  living  popu- 
lation for  each  year, ''24 

Percentage  of  the  total  moitality  for  each  year, "24 

The  means  for  the  twenty-year  period, "24 

The  total  deaths  and  deaths  for  each  sex  from  each  of  ten  causes  of  death 
for  the  thirty-three  years  (1861-1893), "25 

The  deaths  in  each  month  from  each  of  the  same  causes  for  the  same 
period, "25 

The  deaths  at  each  of  eleven  ages  for  the  same  period  from  each  of  ten 
causes, "25 

The  monthly  ratio  of  deaths  reduced  to  a  standard  of  100  with  the  ine- 
qualities of  time  eliminated, "26 

The  death  rate  per  10,000  living  from  each  of  these  ten  causes  for  the 
same  period, "      L>7 

The  death  rate  of  each  sex  from  each  of  these  causes  for  the  same  period,       "      27 

The  average  annual  mortality  at  each  age  period,  compared  with  the 
living  population  at  each  age,  expressed  as  a  ratio  per  10,000  of  the 
living  population.  In  this  table  the  error  due  to  the  inaccuracies 
and  deficiencies  in  the  census  distribution  of  the  first  years  of  life, 
represented  in  the  age  period  0-5,  has  been  corrected  upon  an  ap- 
proximate basis, "27 

The  mortality  statistics  of  the  year  1893  from  the  same  causes,  the 
ratios  being  omitted, "28 
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Small-pox. 

Tho  number  of  deaths  for  the  twenty-year  period  1874-93  is 
presented  in  Table  24,  together  with  the  death  rate  and  the  per- 
centage of  the  total  mortality  for  each  year.  The  numbers  were 
extremely  variable,  and  ranged  from  47  deaths  in  1881  to  0  in 
1886.  The  greatest  number  in  any  one  year  during  the  past  half- 
century  was  1,029,  in  1872.  Tho  whole  number  of  registered 
deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  twenty-year  period  1854-73  was 
4,412,  and  that  of  the  period  1874-93  was  311.  The  annual  mortal- 
ity per  10,000  of  the  living  population  in  the  former  period  was  1.7, 
and  that  of  the  latter  period  was  only  .08. 

Sex.  —  In  Table  27  it  appears  that  the  mortality  of  males  from 
small-pox  was  greater  than  that  of  females,  in  the  ratio  of  .74  per 
10,000  of  the  living  males  to  .47  per  10,000  of  living  females,  or  in 
the  ratio  of  157  males  to  100  females  for  the  period  of  thirty-three 
years,  1861-93. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  —  Upon  a  mean  monthly  standard  of  100 
the  greatest  mortality  from  this  cause  occurred  in  December  (177.1) 
and  the  least  in  August  (40.3). 

Age.  —  The  effect  of  age  upon  the  mortality  from  small-pox  is 
shown  in  Table  27,  wherein  the  deaths  at  each  age  are  compared 
with  the  living  population  at  the  same  age  of  life.  This  table 
embraces  a  period  of  thirty-three  years  (1861-93).  The  death 
rates  at  different  ages  are  considerably  less  in  each  instance  than 
those  presented  in  the  Registration  Report  of  1890,  in  consequence 
of  the  addition  to  the  present  table  of  the  statistics  of  five  additional 
years,  1861-62,  1891-93,  in  each  of  which  the  deaths  from  small- 
pox were  below  the  mean  annual  number  of  the  period.  The  high- 
est death  rate  of  any  age  (1.88  per  10,000  living)  was  that  of  the 
first  period  (0-5  years),  the  next  highest  (.82)  that  of  the  period 
20-30  years,  while  the  lowest  (.21  and  .22)  were  those  of  the  age 
periods  60  to  70  and  10  to  15  years. 

(Further  information  relative  to  the  influence  of  vaccination  and 
that  of  other  conditions  on  small-pox  mortality  may  be  found  on 
pages  viii-xxiii  in  the  General  Report,  under  the  title  of  <'  Infectious 
Diseases.") 
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Measles. 

The  deaths  from  measles  in  Massachusetts  in  1893  were  276,  and 
the  death  rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  was  1.1,  as  compared 
with  88  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  .4  per  10,000  in  1892,  and  an 
annual  mean  of  .9  for  the  twenty-year  period  (1874-93).  The 
maximum  death  rate  of  the  period  was  2.2  per  10,000  in  1887  and 
the  minimum  was  .1  in  1879.     (See  Table  24.) 

Sex.  —  The  mortality  of  males  from  this  cause  in  1893  was  less 
than  that  of  females,  but  for  the  whole  period  (1861-93)  the  mor- 
tality of  males  was  greater  than  that  of  females,  in  the  ratio  of  1.25 
to  1.15  per  10,000  living,  or  as  109  males  to  each  100  females  in 
equal  numbers  living. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  —  The  greatest  mortality  from  measles  in 
any  month  of  1893  occurred  in  May  and  the  least  in  September. 
For  the  whole  period  of  thirty-three  years  (1861-93),  upon  a 
monthly  standard  of  100  the  figures  were  a  maximum  of  166.6  for 
May  and  a  minimum  of  35.0  for  October. 

Age.  —  By  far  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  measles  in 
1893  occurred  in  the  age  period  0-5  years,  the  deaths  of  persons 
over  10  years  of  age  being  comparatively  few.  For  the  whole 
period  of  thirty-three  years  the  highest  mortality  from  measles 
(9.36  per  10,000  living  at  the  same  age  of  life)  was  in  the  period  of 
infancy  (0-5),  and  the  lowest  (.07)  was  in  the  period  50-60  years. 

In  consequence  of  the  demand  for  a  more  thorough  consideration 
of  the  mortality  from  the  diseases  of  childhood  and  of  a  finer  divi- 
sion of  age  periods  than  has  hitherto  been  presented,  the  mortality 
from  such  diseases  has  been  (at  the  suggestion  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health)  expressed  in  separate  years  for  each  of  the  years  under  5, 
since  and  including  1887,  in  each  of  the  State  Registration  Reports, 
and  the  statistics  of  certain  children's  diseases  for  the  separate  years 
up  to  5,  including  measles,  will  be  found  on  a  later  page. 

Scarlet-fever. 

The  deaths  from  scarlet-fever  in  1893  were  810  and  the  death  rate 
3.3  per  10,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  669  deaths  and 
a  death  rate  of  2.8  from  the  same  cause  in  1892,  and  an  annual  mean 
of  3.2  for  the  twenty-year  period,  1874-93.  The  maximum  death 
rate  of  the  period  from  this  cause  was  10.2  per  10,000  in  1875,  and 
the  minimum  was  .8  in  1889. 
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Sex. — The  deaths  of  males  in  1891  were  slightly  less  than  those 
of  females,  but  for  the  thirty-three-year  period  1861-93  the  death 
rate  of  males  was  greater  in  the  ratio  of  4.91  males  per  10,000  liv- 
ing to  4.()2  females,  or  as  106  males  to  100  females  in  equal  num- 
bers living. 

Seasons  of  the  Year,  — The  greatest  mortality  from  scarlet-fever 
in  any  month  in  1893  occurred  in  January  and  the  least  in  August. 
Upon  a  monthly  standard  of  100  the  figures  show  a  maximum  of 
134.2  for  January  for  the  thirty- three-year  period  (1861-93),  and  a 
minimum  of  55.6  for  September. 

Age. — The  deaths  of  children  under  five  from  scarlet-fever  were 
512,  and  those  of  children  from  5  to  10  years  were  219,  and  these 
deaths  constituted  90  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  from  scarlet- 
fever  in  the  year  1893. 

For  the  thirty-three-year  period  (1861-93)  the  death  rate  from 
this  cause  among  children  under  5  years  of  age  was  30.2  per  10,000 
of  the  population  of  that  age,  the  death  rate  diminishing  for  each 
successive  age  period  to  a  ratio  of  only  .05  per  10,000  for  the  ages 
40-70  and  still  less  in  old  age.  The  deaths  and  death  rates  for  the 
separate  single  years  from  0  to  5  will  be  found  on  a  later  page. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

The  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  1893  were  1,394  and  the 
death  rate  5.7  per  10,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1,455 
and  a  death  rate  of  6.1  per  10,000  in  1892,  and  an  annual  mean  of 
9.8  for  the  twenty-year  period  (1874-93).  The  maximum  death 
rate  for  the  period  from  diphtheria  and  croup  was  19.6  in  1876  and 
the  minimum  was  5.3  in  1891. 

Sex. — The  deaths  of  males  and  females  in  1893  were  exactly 
equal,  being  697  for  each  sex.  But  for  diphtheria  the  deaths  of 
females  exceeded  those  of  males  by  20,  and  for  croup  those  of  males 
were  the  greater  by  20 ;  and,  since  the  numbers  of  males  and 
females  in  the  living  population  are  nearly  equal  in  the  first  five  years 
of  life,  these  numbers  are  fairly  comparable.  For  the  whole  period  of 
thirty-three  years  (1861-93)  the  death  rate  of  males  from  diphtheria 
was  less  than  that  of  females,  in  the  ratio  of  6.14  males  per  10,000 
to  6.18  females,  or  as  99  males  to  100  females  in  equal  numbers 
living. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  —  The  greatest  mortality  from  these  com- 
bined causes  in   1893  was  in  November  (168  deaths)  and  the  least 


1895.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  Ixxiii 

was  in  June  (75).  Upon  a  monthly  standard  of  100  for  the  period 
1861-93,  the  greatest  mortality  from  diphtheria  (134.4)  occurred  in 
November  and  the  least  (66.5)  in  August.  That  of  December 
(133.7)  was  nearly  as  great  as  that  of  November. 

For  croup  the  highest  monthly  mortality,  upon  the  same  basis 
(158.3),  was  in  December  and  the  least  was  in  July  (40.7).  In 
this  instance  also  the  mortality  for  November  (156.98)  was  nearly 
identical  with  that  of  December. 

Age,  —  The  deaths  of  children  under  5  from  diphtheria  in  1893 
were  670,  and  there  were  269  from  croup,  and  those  of  children  from 
5  to  10  years  of  age  from  the  same  causes  were  respectively  278  and 
51.  From  diphtheria  there  were  123  deaths  of  persons  over  10  years 
of  age,  and  from  croup  there  were  only  2. 

For  the  thiily-three-year  period  (1861-93)  the  death  rate  of  chil-^ 
dren  under  5  from  diphtheria  was  32.7  per  10,000  living  of  the  same 
age,  and  for  the  next  period  (5-10  years)  it  was  18.6  per  10,000,  and 
diminishing  for  each  successive  period  to  the  age  40-50,  when  it  was 
.36,  and  then  remaining  nearly  the  same  with  but  little  variation  up 
to  old  age. 

The  death  rate  of  children  under  5  from  croup  for  the  same  period 
was  24.1  per  10,000  living  of  the  same  age,  that  of  the  age  5-10  was 
4.3  per  10,000,  while  that  of  all  succeeding  ages  from  croup  was 
extremely  slight. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in-  1893  were  750  and  the  death 
rate  per  10,000  was  3.1,  as  compared  with  827  deaths  and  a  death 
rate  of  3.5  in  1892.  The  mean  death  rate  of  the  twenty-year  period 
was  4.5  per  10,000.  The  maximum  death  rate  from  this  cause  was 
7.1  in  1874,  the  first  year,  and  the  minimum  was  3.1  in  1893,  the 
last  year  of  the  period,  the  diminution  throughout  the  period  being 
comparatively  uniform. 

Sex, — The  deaths  of  males  were  425  and  those  of  females  were 
325  in  1893.  For  the  thirty-three-year  period  the  death  rate  of 
males  was  6.53  and  that  of  females  was  5.42  per  10,000,  or  in  the 
ratio  of  120  males  to  100  females  in  equal  numbers  living. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  —  The  greatest  mortality  from  typhoid  fever 
occurred  in  September  and  October  and  the  least  in  March  and  May. 
For  the  thirty-three-year  period  (1861-93)  the  maximum  mortality 
on  a  monthly  standard  of  100  was  187.4  in  October  and  the  minimum 
(56.4)  was  in  June. 
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Age.  — Of  the  750  registered  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  1893, 
491,  or  65^  per  cent.,  were  those  of  persons  between  15  and  40  years 
of  age. 

The  following  figures  show  the  death  rates  at  difierent  ages  from 
typhoid  fever,  both  for  the  year  18i>3  and  for  the  thirty-three-year 
period  (1861-93).  They  are  here  introduced  because  not  only  has 
the  general  death  rate  from  this  disease  diminished,  but  the  death 
rates  at  the  difierent  ages  have  undergone  marked  changes  when  con- 
sidered in  relation  to  each  other,  the  greatest  chancres  having  taken 
place  at  the  extremes  of  life  Coincident  with  this  fact  it  should  be 
noted  that  in  the  earliest  years  of  this  period  (1861-93)  the  distinc* 
tive  characteristics  of  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers  were  not  so  sharply 
defined  as  at  present,  and  cases  of  the  latter  disease  are  undoubtedly 
included  in  the  early  statistics  of  the  long  period. 

The  relative  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  at  different  ages  of  life 
shows  a  comparatively  uniform  incidence  for  the  youngest  ages  up 

ttphoid  FMT.B.  ^^  60  years,  with  a  considerable  in- 

Death  naif  per  10,000  /or  the  Papulation  crcasc  bctwecn  the  agcs  of  15  and 

30,  and  a  more  decided  increase  from 
60  to  the  close  of  life,  for  the  thirty- 
three  years  1861-93.  For  the  year 
1893  there  is  an  increase  with  con- 
siderable uniformity  from  the  earliest 
period  up  to  the  age  period  15-30 
years,  while  for  the  remainder  of  life 
up  to  70  years  the  ratio  presents  a 
similar  average  rate  to  that  of  the 
period  10-15  years,  the  ratio  for  each  period  being  generally  less 
than  those  of  the  group  of  j^ears  1861-93.  The  figure  1.58  for  the 
old-age  period,  8O4-,  for  1893,  must  be  regarded  as  having  but  little 
significance,  since  it  represents  the  ratio  for  3  deaths  only,  while 
that  of  the  thirty-three-year  period  represents  523  deaths. 

Cholera  Infantum. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  registered  in  1893 
was  2,704,  and  the  death  rate  was  11.1  per  10,000  of  the  living 
population,  as  compared  with  2,898  deaths  and  a  death  rate  of 
12.2  from  the  same  cause  in  1892.  The  mean  annual  death  rate 
of  the  twenty-year  period  (1874-93)  from  this  cause  was  11.1. 
The  maximum  death  rate  of  the  twenty  years  was  15.8  in  1875,  and 
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the  minimum  was  7.7  ia  1879.  The  birth  rate  of  the  same  year  was 
also  the  least  birth  rate  of  the  whole  period  of  registration. 

Sex.  —  The  deaths  of  males  from  cholera  infantum  in  1893  were 
1,423  and  those  of  females  were  1,281.  For  the  whole  period 
(18G1-93)  the  death  rates  of  the  sexes  were  for  males  12.3  per 
10,000  and  for  females  10.0  of  the  living  population  at  all  ages. 

Since  the  mortality  from  this  disease  affects  appreciably  only  the 
age  period  0-5  years,  the  factors  employed  for  comparison  should 
be  the  numbers  of  each  sex  in  the  first  years  of  life,  in  which  age 
the  sex  distribution  is  more  uniform  than  that  of  the  general  popu- 
lation. Employing,  therefore,  this  distribution,  the  death  rate  of 
the  sexes  for  cholera  infantum  is  found  to  be  as  112  males  to  each 
100  females  in  equal  numbers  living. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  —  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  from 
cholera  infantum  in  1893,  2,395,  or  88.6  per  cent.,  occurred  in  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September.  In  neither  of  the  six 
spring  and  winter  months  did  the  deaths  from  the  same  cause 
exceed  20.  Upon  a  monthly  standard  of  100  the  highest  mortality 
(459.2)  for  the  thirty-three-year  period  (1861-93)  occurred  in 
August,  and  the  least  (4.9)  in  February. 

Age. — Nearly  the  entire  mortality  from  this  disease  occurred  in 

the  first  period  of  life  (0-5  years),  both  for  the  year  1893  and  for 

the  thirty-three-year  period  (1861-93).     The  death  rate  per  10,000 

of  the  same  age  for  the  whole  period  was  106.5.     A  better  estimate 

may  be  found  on  a  later  page  for  single  years  of  life  for  a  seven 

year  period. 

Consumption. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  this  disease  will  be  treated  more  in  detail 
in  this  summary  than  those  which  relate  to  other  diseases,  for  two 
reasons :  first,  it  is  the  most  prominent  and  destructive  cause  of 
death ;  second,  a  widespread  interest  in  this  disease  has  been 
created  by  the  discussions  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  tuberculosis 
among  cattle. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  registered  as  from  consumption  (of 
the  lungs)  for  the  period  of  registration  (1842-93)  was  243,006. 

The  following  tables  present  the  number  of  deaths,  together  with 
the  death  rate  per  10,000  of  the  population,  the  percentage  of  the 
deaths  from  all  causes  for  each  year,  and  the  mean  death  rate  of 
five-year  periods  from  1851  to  1893  (forty-three  years).* 

*  The  figures  for  years  previoas  to  1851  are  defective,  the  retams  of  several  cities  and  towns 
being  omitted. 
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From  this  table  and  diagram  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  pro- 
gressive and  quite  uniform  decrease  in  the  death  rate  from  consump- 
tion in  Massachusetts  for  nearly  the  whole  period,  the  maximum 
and  minimum  death  rates  being  42.7  per  10,000  of  the  population 
in  1853  and  22.7  in  1893,  the  last  year  of  the  period.  The  figures 
for  the  five-year  periods  were  as  follows  :  — 

Table  29.  —  DecUh  JRcUefram  Consumption  in  MasscLchusetls^  18 5 1-9 3,  in  Five- 
year  Periods. 
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Deaths  per  10,000  Living. 
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Table  30. —  Consumption. 
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Sex  and  Age.  —  As  a  matter  of  convenience,  these  two  condi- 
tions, sex  and  age,  will  be  considered  together  with  reference  to  the 
mortality  from  consumption. 
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The  deaths  of  mules  from  consumption  in  1893  were  2,627  and 
ose  of  females  were  2,9C0.     For  the  period  of  thirty-three  years 
8H1-93)  the  death  rate  of  males  was  29.1  per  10.000  and  that  of 
males  was  32.3  per  10,000,  or  as  90  males  to  100  females  in  equal 
^numbers  living.     This  ditference  in  the  death  rate  of  the  sexes  has 
diminished,  since  the  deaths  for  the  seven  years  1887-93  show  that 
the  death  rate  of  males  was  as  95  to  each  100  females  in  equal  num- 
bers living. 

The  death  rate  of  the  two  sexes  from  consumption  at  each  age 
period  is  presented  in  Table  31,  wherein  it  appears  that  the  death 
rate  of  females  is  greater  at  each  ago  up  to  the  period  30—40,  when 
the  death  rate  of  the  two  sexes  is  equal,  and  from  that  time  onward 
to  the  close  of  life  the  death  rate  of  males  is  the  greater. 

The  relative  difference  between  the  death  rate  of  males  and  that 
females  is  greatest  at  the  age  period  10-15,  when  the  death 
mte  of  females  from  consumption  is  three  times  as  great  as  that  of 
In  the  next  period  (15—20)  the  death  rate  of  females  still 
remains  the  greater  by  more  than  50  per  cent.  In  the  age  period 
f60— (iO,  on  the  other  hand,  the  death  rate  of  males  becomes  the 
reater  by  nearly  50  per  cent.  (These  statistics  embrace  39,721 
Mths,  and  cover  the  period  of  seven  years,  the  census  figures  of 
^890  being  used  here  as  the  basis  of  comparison,  that  year  being 
the  mid-year  of  the  period.) 

The  figures  in  the  last  column  of  this  seven-year  table  may  be 

compared  with  those  of  the   thirty-three-year  table  (Table   27). 

)omparing  the  long  period  of  thirty-three  years  with  the  short  or 

plosing  period  of  seven  years,  it  appears  that  the  decrease  in  the 

Mith  rate  from  consumption    has  taken  place  at  every  period  of 

life,   but  the  greatest  relative   decrease  was  in  the  ages  from  60 

KAnward  to  the  close  of  life,  and  the   least  was  in  the  period  10-15 

rears. 

Mortalily  front  Consuriiplton,  by  Sex  and  Ages,  Slassachusefls. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


[Jan. 


Table  Z\.  —  MorialUyfr(m  Consumption,  by  Age  and  Stx,  1887-93. 

DUTH    R*r 

R   FIOH    Oo»» 

in  mow  m 

1M7-SS. 

1M7-N. 

wiat  or 

"p.ao'SIJ 

""KiirrSii' 

(SS^ptSS 

Httu. 

Ptn»I». 

U>1M. 

Pnwtoi. 

Touta. 

Under  6. 

1,715 

861 

854 

11.2 

11.3 

11.3 

6  to  10, 

376 

158 

218 

2.3 

3.2 

2.7 

10  W  15, 

808 

202 

606 

8.0 

9.1 

6.0 

Ifi  to  20, 

8.722 

1,379 

234S 

18.9 

80.3 

24.8 

20  to  30, 

12.339 

6,492 

6,847 

35.4 

40.1 

37.9 

30  to  40, 

8,557 

4.212 

4345 

35.8 

35.8 

35.8 

40  to  50, 

6,119 

2.643 

2,476 

30.7 

27.2 

28.9 

60  to  60, 

3.201 

1315 

1,389 

30.9 

21.0 

25.7 

60  to  70, 

2,261 

1,203 

1.058 

32.1 

24.9 

28.3 

70  to  80, 

1,248 

609 

639 

34.1 

30.1 

31.9 

Over  80. 

294 

121 

173 

24.9 

22.6 

23.6 

Ages  not  sU 

ted..              78 

31 

41 

Touts, 

.       39,721 

18,729 

~20,992 

- 

- 

- 

Mean, 

■ 

- 

21.6 

26.0 

25.3 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  - 


Mortality  from  Comumplioi 
MassachuseUa. 


The  comparative  iinirormity  in  the  mor- 

,,  by  Months,  ^^''^^  ™*«  ^"^"^  CODSump- 
tion  throughout  the  year 
makes  it  especially  neces- 
BBry  to  elimiaate  the  id- 
equality  m  the  lengths  of 
the  months,  if  exactDcss  in 
comparison  ia  sought.  As 
\-,|^  an  example,  the  least  num- 
y  ber  of  deaths  from  consump- 
-V\  tion  in  any  month  in  1893 
.  was  414  in  February ;  hut, 
-  if  the  relative  intensity  is 
desired,  the  deaths  in  equal 
periods  of  time  were  greater 
in  Fehruary  than  those  of 
any  other  month  except 
January,  March,  April  and 
May.  This  appears  also  to  be  true  of  the  long  period  of  thirty- 
three  years  (1861-93).      Upon  a  monthly  standard  of  100    the 


«(if 
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monthly  departures  from  the  mean  were  as  follows  for  the  thirty- 
three-year  period :  — 


In  January,        .        .        .        . 

+2.4 

February,      .        .        .        . 

-H-O 

March,  .... 

.    +8.3 

April,     .... 

.    +8.6 

May,      .... 

.    +5.6 

Juue,     .... 

.    —6.7 

In  July, — 6.6 

August, — 2.9 

September,    ....  — 1.9 

October,         .        .        .        .  — 3.6 

November,    ....  ^4.6 

December,     ....  — 2.7 


Density  of  Population.  —  The  effect  of  density  of  population 
upon  the  mortality  from  consumption  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures,  in  which  the  mortality  of  dense  districts  is  assumed  to  be 
1,000:  — 

Mortality  from  consumption  in  dense  districts,  ....  1,000 
Mortality  from  consumption  in  medium  districts,  ....  810 
Mortality  from  consumption  in  sparse  districts,      ....       727 

In  using  the  foregoing  terms,  the  word  dense  applies  to  districts 
having  less  than  one  acre  to  each  inhabitant,  medium  applies  to 
those  districts  in  which  there  was  more  than  one  acre  but  less  than 
four  acres  to  each  inhabitant,  and  sparse  applies  to  those  districts  in 
which  there  were  more  than  four  acres  to  each  inhabitant. 

The  data  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  were  compiled  from  a  total 
of  112,604  deaths  from  consumption. 


^MEDIUM 


"^ 


^yx. . .  - ^ -- 


m 


1000 


^610 


727 


Geographical  Distribution.  —  The  following  statement  is  taken 
from  a  paper  on  the  *'  Geographical  Distribution  of  certain  Causes 
of  Death  in  Massachusetts,"  in  the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  1891  :  — 


It  appears  that  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in  Massachusetts  diminishes 
in  its  ratio  to  the  distance  from  the  sea-coast.  Dividing  the  State  counties 
into  the  following  groups,  the  mortality  from  phthisis  was  as  follows :  — 
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GROUPS. 


Annual  Ratio  of 

Mortality  firom 

Phthisis  per  10,000 

of  Population. 


1.  All  of  the  aea-coaat  coaDtiec  except  Saffolk, 

2.  Worceater  County, 

8.  The  Connecticnfc  River  coantlea,  . 

4.  Berkahire  County, 


81.1 
27.9 
27.5 
23.7 


Nantucket,  at  the  extreme  east,  and  with  an  insular  climate,  had  a  ratio 
of  45.3.  I  have  excepted  Suffolk  County  from  the  foregoing  list,  for  the 
reason  that  its  excessive  density  of  population  and  the  existence  in  Boston 
of  several  large  hospitals  and  places  where  consumptives  are  received  as 
patients  may  be  considered  as  having  much  greater  influence  than  geo- 
graphical position  upon  the  phthisis  death  rate.  Admitting  Suffolk  County 
to  the  list,  with  its  mortality  ratio  of  88.1,  the  mortality  rate  of  the  group 
thus  constituted  would  be  33.1. 

If  we  assume  the  mortality  from  phthisis  in  the  western  county  (Berk- 
shire) as  1,000,  that  of  the  Connecticut  valley  counties  was  1,160 ;  that  of 
Worcester  County  was  1,177;  that  of  the  sea-coast  counties  (except  Suf- 
folk) was  1,312 ;  that  of  Suffolk  was  1,608  ;  that  of  Nantucket  was  1,911. 

A  similar  observation  was  made  by  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowditch,  in  his  paper 
entitled  *'  Consumption  in  Massachusetts/'  and  at  a  later  date  it  was  also 
very  clearly  shown  by  Dr.  W.  Everett  Smith,  in  another  paper  before  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  1888. 

ClassiJiccUion  by  Towns. 

In  examining  the  list  of  cities  and  towns,  the  10  towns  having  the  lowest 
ratios  upon  the  list  are  all  small  towns,  having  an  average  population  in 
each  of  but  828.  Three  only  had  more  than  1,000  inhabitants  in  each. 
Four  of  the  number  are  Berkshire  towns.  New  Ashford,  lowest  in  rank, 
is  a  small  town  of  203  inhabitants  (census  of  1880),  upon  very  high  land, 
south-west  of  Mt.  Greylock,  the  highest  land  in  the  State.  It  has  a  popu- 
lation devoted  almost  exclusively  to  farming.  Dunstable,  Littleton  and 
Burlington  are  three  farming  towns  of  small  population,  situated  in  north- 
ern Middlesex,  and  not  far  apart.  Their  inhabited  portions  are  mostly 
high  and  dry.  Nahant,  Revere  and  Winthrop  are  three  nearly  contiguous 
towns  upon  the  sea-coast,  each  having  a  resident  and  transient  summer 
population  of  considerable  size,  in  addition  to  the  permanent  population. 

Of  the  32  towns  in  Berkshire,  7  held  positions  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
lower  than  the  average  of  the  State  in  their  mortality  from  consumption, 
and  only  1  of  the  number,  the  small  town  of  Alford,  had  a  death  rate  from 
this  cause  which  was  higher  than  that  of  the  State. 
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There  was  not  one  town  in  the  State  in  which  there  was  no  death  from 
cx>nsamption  in  the  twenty  years,  and  the  number  of  deaths  ranged  from  2 
only  in  New  Ashford  up  to  28,666  in  Boston. 

The  first  city  to  appear  in  the  list  is  Newton,  ranking  as  60  (the  State 
being  100),  and  followed  by  other  cities  in  the  following  order :  — 


KewtoD,       .       .       •       . 

60 

CheUea, 

.       02 

Salem 

,       .     108 

FltUfleld 

75 

Holyoke, 

.       .       02 

Lynn,  .       .       .       . 

.     104 

Oloncetter,  .       .       .       . 

82 

Wobura,      . 

.       08 

New  Bedford,     . 

.     106 

Qalncy,        .       .       .       , 

82 

TanntOD,     . 

04 

Fall  River,  . 

.      107 

Fltehburg,   .       .       .       , 

88 

Brockton,    . 

.       .       04 

Chioopee,     . 

,       .      113 

Mmlden 

80 

Cambridge,  • 

.       .       04 

Lowell,        .       . 

,       .      U4 

Bpiingfleldy . 

89 

Marlborough, 

.       .       00 

Newburyport,     . 

.      114 

BomervlUe,  . 

80 

Northampton,     . 

.       07 

Lawrence,    . 

.       .      122 

Worceiter,  . 

00 

Haverhill,    . 

.       08 

Boaton, 

.       .      127 

Waliham,     . 

01 

Thb  Btatb, 

.      100 

At  the  other  extreme,  the  two  small  Indian  towns  of  Gay  Head  and 
Mashpee  only  had  phthisis  death  rates  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  average. 

Out  of  the  14  towns  of  which  Barnstable  County  was  comprised  at  the 
beginning  of  the  period  (1871-90),  9  are  to  be  found  among  those  having 
a  mortality  rate  from  phthisis  as  great  as  or  greater  than  that  of  the  State 
at  large. 

Of  the  58  cities  and  towns  which  had  high  ratios  (higher  than  those  of 
the  State),  36  were  in  the  sea-coast  and  island  counties  of  Essex,  Suffolk, 
Norfolk,  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Dukes  and  Nantucket.  These  36 
towns  contained  over  85  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  group  of  58. 
Nineteen  out  of  this  number  are  situated  immediately  upon  the  sea-coast. 

The  only  cities  and  large  towns  having  high  ratios  of  mortality  from 
phthisis,  and  also  located  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  sea-coast,  are 
Lowell,  Chicopee,  Ware  and  Milford. 

A  similar  tabulation  was  made  in  1865  by  Dr.  George  Derby,  afterward 
secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  This  table  included  a  period  of 
ten  years,  none  of  which  were  within  the  time  of  the  present  inquiry.  These 
were  the  ten  years  1856-65. 

From  his  published  list  of  towns  having  high  and  low  mortality  from  con- 
sumption we  find  that  13  towns  in  the  list  of  low  mortality  are  west  of  the 
Connecticut  River.  Twenty-three  out  of  the  25  continued  to  have  low  or 
comparatively  low  ratios  in  the  later  period,  and  among  these  Nahant, 
Weston,  Richmond  and  New  Ashford  retained  positions  quite  near  the 
minimum  in  both  periods. 
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In  the  lists  of  towns  haying  high  mortality  from  consumption  the  names 
of  Randolph,  Chatham  and  Orleans  appear  in  both  groups,  while  Fall  River, 
Ware  and  Rockport  appear  in  the  former  list,  and  also  have  comparatively 
high  positions  in  the  later  list.  The  two  small  towns  of  Wales  and  Oak- 
bam  show  a  very  marked  improvement,  having  been  the  ninth  and  tenth  in 
point  of  high  mortality  in  the  earlier  list,  while  in  the  later  list  (1871-90) 
Wales  appears  among  the  20  towns  having  lowest  mortality,  and  Oakham 
has  a  comparatively  low  position.  The  towns  of  Upton,  Northfield,  Russell, 
Salisbury,  Millbury,  Royalston,  Tyngsborough,  Enfield,  Chesterfield,  West 
Newbury,  Ashby,  Pepperell  and  Lunenburg  changed  their  position  from  a 
high  to  a  comparatively  low  rank. 

Among  the  cities,  Newton  maintains  a  very  low  rank  in  each  table,  and 
Holyoke,  which  was  a  small  town  in  the  earlier  period,  was  lowest  in  the 
earlier  list  but  has  an  intermediate  place  in  the  later  table. 

In  the  earlier  table  Fall  River  was  the  only  city  among  the  20  places  hav- 
ing the  highest  mortality  from  phthisis,  but  in  the  later  list  Boston  appears 
among  the  20  highest  as  the  city  having  highest  ratio  of  mortality  from 
phthisis ;  while  Lawrence,  Newburyport,  Lowell  and  Chicopee  follow  in  the 
order  named,  and  Fall  River  takes  a  lower  position  than  either  of  these. 

Another  condition  favorable  to  the  development  of  phthisis  is  location  at 
a  low  level  as  compared  with  the  level  of  the  sea.  Berkshire,  Franklin  and 
the  other  western  counties,  having  low  ratios  of  mortality  from  this  cause, 
are  all  at  elevations  much  higher  than  the  sea-coast  counties. 

Further  and  more  detailed  information  relative  to  the  mortality 
from  consumption  in  each  city  and  town  in  the  State  may  be  found 
in  the  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Board,  already  mentioned, 
pages  844-b55. 

Pneumonia. 

The  deaths  from  pneumonia  in  the  State  in  1893  were  5,499  and 
the  death  rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  was  22.6,  as  compared 
with  a  death  rate  of  21.2  in  1892.  There  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  mortality,  comparing  the  first  years  of  the  twenty-year  period 
(1874-93)  with  the  closing  years  of  the  period.  The  mean  death 
rate  of  the  period  was  16.6.  The  minimum  death  rate  from  this 
cause  was  11.6  in  1877  and  the  maximum  was  22.6  in  1893. 

Sex.  —  The  death  rate  of  males  was  greater  than  that  of  females, 
being,  for  the  period  of  thirty-three  years,  ending  with  1893,  16.1 
per  10,000  living  males  and  14.4  per  10,000  females,  or  as  112 
males  to  each  100  females  in  equal  numbers  living. 
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Seasons  of  (he  Year.  —  The  greatest  mortality  from  this  cause  in 
1893  was  in  the  mopths  of  April  and  December,  and  the  least  in 
August  and  September.  For  the  whole  period  of  thirty-three 
years  (1861-93),  and  upon  a  mean  monthly  standard  of  100,  the 
greatest  mortality  was  in  January  (160.9)  and  March  (157.0),  and 
the  least  was  in  August  (33.5)  and  July  (41.4). 

Age.  —  The  mortality  at  different  ages  from  pneumonia  for  1893 
is  shown  in  Table  28,  wherein  the  greatest  absolute  number  of 
deaths  is  found  to  have  occurred  in  the  age  period  0-5  years  and 
the  least  in  the  period  10-15  years.  But  these  figures  have  little 
significance  when  compared  with  the  relative  death  rates  shown  in 
Table  27  for  the  thirty-three-year  period  ending  with  1893.  By 
this  table  it  appears  that  the  highest  mortality  from  pneumonia  was 
at  the  period  80  years  and  over,  wherein  it  was  131.7  per  10,000 
living  of  that  age.  The  next  highest  death  rate  (74.6  per  10,000) 
was  at  the  period  70-80  years,  and  the  next  (45.2)  at  the  earliest 
period  of  life,  0-5  years.  The  death  rates  of  the  four  periods  of  life 
50-60,  60-70,  70-80  and  all  over  80,  from  this  cause,  increase  at  very 
nearly  a  geometric  ratio. 


Dj/sentery. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  dysentery  in  1893  was  231,  and 
the  death  rate  0.95  per  10,000,  as  compared  with  0.81  in  1892. 
Compare  whole  period. 

Sex,  — For  the  single  year  1893  the  deaths  of  females  were  con- 
siderably greater  in  number  than  those  of  males,  being  134  of  the 
former  to  97  of  the  latter.  But  for  the  thirty-three-year  period 
ending  with  1893  the  death  rates  of  males  and  females  were  nearly 
equal,  the  mean  annual  death  rate  of  males  being  2.88  per  10,000 
and  those  of  females  2.82,  or  in  the  ratio  of  102  males  to  each  100 
females  in  equal  numbers  living. 

Seaso)is  of  the  Year. — The  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  six  win- 
ter and  spring  months  of  1893,  as  well  as  in  the  same  months  of  the 
thirty-three-year  period,  were  comparatively  small.  Upon  a  mean 
monthly  standard  of  100  the  deaths  from  this  cause  in  these  six 
months  did  not  exceed  18.1,  while  the  highest  mortality,  according 
to  the  same  standard,  was  in  the  months  of  August  and  September 
(402.4  and  324.6). 
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Age.  —  The  highest  death  rat^  from  this  cause  for  the  whole 
series  of  thirty-three  years  was  at  the  old-age  period,  over  80  years, 
in  which  it  was  25.9  per  10,000,  and  the  next  highest  was  13J)  per 
10,000  and  at  the  other  extreme  of  life  (0-5  years).  The  mean 
annual  death  rate  of  each  of  the  age  periods  from  10  to  40  years  was 
less  than  one  per  10,000  living,  and  that  of  the  next  period  (40-50) 
was  but  little  more  than  one  per  10,000. 


Whooping-cough  y   Cancer ^  Kidney  Diseases y   Heart  Diseases  and 

Brain  Diseases. 

The  figures  for  these  causes  of  death  embrace  only  the  absolute 
numbers  for  each  of  the  twenty  years  1874-93,  together  with  the 
gross  death  rates  and  percentages  of  the  total  mortality.  The 
subject  of  whooping-cough  will  be  treated  more  in  detail  at  a  later 
part  of  the  general  report  of  the  Board. 

Whooping-cough.  —  The  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1893  were  274 
and  the  death  rate  1.1,  as  compared  with  1.0  in  1892  and  an  annual 
mean  of  1.4  for  the  twenty-year  period  (1874-93). 

Cancer. — The  deaths  from  cancer  in  1893  were  1,533  and  the 
death  rate  was  6.3  per  10,000,  as  compared  with  5.9  in  1892.  The 
mean  annual  death  rate  of  the  twenty-year  period  from  this  cause 
was  5.3  per  10,000.  The  maximum  death  rate  was  that  of  1893, 
6.3,  and  the  minimum  was  3.5  in  1875.  The  death  rate  from  this 
cause  has  increased  with  considerable  uniformity  from  3.6  in  1874 
to  6.3  in  1893.  For  the  twenty  years  ending  with  1893  the  deaths 
of  females  from  this  cause  have  constituted  more  than  70  per  cent, 
of  the  total  mortality  from  cancer. 

Kidney  Diseases.  —  The  number  of  deaths  from  kidney  diseases 
in  1893  was  1,685  and  the  death  rate  6.9  per  10,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, as  compared  with  a  death  rate  of  6.5  in  1892  and  a  mean 
annual  death  rate  for  the  twenty-year  period  1874-93  of  5.0. 
The  maximum  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  6.9  in  the  last  year  of 
the  twenty-year  period,  and  the  minimum  (2.9)  was  in  the  first  and 
third  years,  1874  and  1876. 

The  deaths  at  different  ages  from  kidney  diseases  show  that  the 
relative  mortality  is  fairly  uniform  for  the  first  ages  of  life  up  to  30 
years  of  age,  except  the  period  5  to  10  years,  which  is  less  than 
half  that  of  either  of  the  other  early  periods  of  life.     After  30 
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years  it  increases  rapidly  up  to  the  close  of  life,  being,  for  the 
period  80  years  and  over,  more  than  fifty-fold  as  great  as  at  age 
5-10. 

Heart  Diseases,  —  The  number  of  deaths  from  this  group  of 
causes  in  1893  was  3,511  and  the  death  rate  was  14.4  per  10,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  a  death  rate  of  15.7  from  the 
same  causes  in  1892  and  a  mean  annual  death  rate  of  11.8  for  the 
twenty-year  period.  The  maximum  death  rate  of  the  period  was 
15.7  in  1892  and  the  minimum  was  7.9  in  1874  and  1877. 

The  deaths  from  heart  diseases  were  for  the  census  years  1850-90 
from  three  to  four  times  as  great  in  the  period  0-5  years  as  for 
either  of  the  following  periods  up  to  30  years,  and  then  increased 
rapidly  up  to  the  close  of  life. 

Brain  Diseases.  —  Under  this  title  are  grouped  the  deaths  regis- 
tered as  from  apoplexy,  paralysis,  cephalitis,  insanity,  softening  of 
the  brain  and  the  general  term  brain  disease. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  group  of  causes  for  1893  was 
5,144  and  the  death  rate  was  21.1  per  10,000  of  the  estimated  popu- 
lation, as  compared  with  a  death  rate  from  the  same  causes  of  21.2 
in  1892  and  a  mean  annual  death  rate  of  18.7  for  the  twenty-year 
period.  The  maximum  death  rate  from  the  same  causes  was  21.2 
in  1892  and  the  minimum  was  14.8  in  1877. 

Erysipelas.  —  The  deaths  from  erysipelas  in  1893  were  251,  or  1 
per  10,000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  from  puerperal  fever 
were  4(>,  or  less  than  .2  per  10,000  of  the  population.  The  deaths 
from  other  incidents  of  childbirth  were  235,  or  .9  per  10,000  of  th^ 
population. 

Certain  Infectious  and  Communicable  Diseases  not  Ordinarily  very 
Destructive  to  Large  Numbei*s  of  People^  including  Certain  Dis- 
eases caused  by  Infection  from  the  Lower  Animals. 

Malarial  Fevers.  —  The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
ague  and  remittent  fever  was  86,  of  which  number  48  were  males 
and  38  were  females.  The  greatest  number  in  any  month  (12) 
occurred  in  May  and  the  least  (4)  in  January.  Nine  were  under  5 
years  and  53  were  between  20  and  70  years. 

The  deaths  from  these  causes  for  the  ten  years  ending  with  189c 
were  as  follows  :  — 
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YKAR8. 


1884, 
1885, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888, 


Deaths  from 

Malarial 

Fever. 


31 
56 
32 
46 
64 


TKABa. 


1889, 
1890, 
1891, 


1892,  . 


1893, 


Deaths  fh>iii 

MalarUl 

Fover. 

77 
60 
62 
81 
86 


The  fatftlity  from  this  disease  does  not  appear  to  be  very  great, 
considering  the  unusually  large  number  of  cases  which  are  known, 
by  the  investigations  of  the  Board,  to  have  existed  in  eastern  Massa- 
chusetts during  the  past  ten  years. 

Syphilis.  —  The  deaths  from  this  cause  registered  in  1893  were 
48,  of  which  25,  or  more  than  half,  occurred  in  Suffolk  County.  Of 
this  number,  34,  or  more  than  70  per  cent.,  were  probably  congeni- 
tal, being  those  of  infants,  mostly  under  1  year  of  age. 

Hydrophobiay  Glandei^s  and  Anthrax.  —  There  were  only  two 
deaths  from  hydrophobia  in  18^)3. 

The  deaths  for  the  past  ten  years  from  this  cause  were  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


1884, 0 

1885, 0 

1886 0 

1887 0 

1888, 2 


1889, 14 

1890, 17 

1891 9 

1892 1 

1893 2 


There  was  one  death  from  glanders  and  one  from  anthrax  or 
malignant  pustule  in  1893. 

Trichinosis. — No  deaths  from  trichinosis  were  reported  in  1893. 
Five  deaths  from  this  cause  are  known  to  have  occurred  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  but  no  reference  to  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  Registra- 
tion Report  of  that  year. 

The  following  table  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  statistics  of  Massachusetts  with 
those  of  two  large  nations  having  thorough  systems  of  registra- 
tion :  — 
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Table  32.—  Mortality  from  Different  Causes  in  Massachusetts  (1892  and  1893)^ 

and  in  England  and  the  German  Empire  (JL892), 


[BxpreiMd  as  a  ratio  per  10,000  of  the  living  popnlatton.] 

MA8aACHI78BTT8. 

England. 
1999. 

Oerman 

CAC8B8  OF  Death. 

1S98. 

lfl9S. 

Empire. 
1999. 

Measles, 

A 

1.1 

4.63 

3.10 

Small-pox, 

.01 

.04 

.16 

.02 

Scarlet-fever, 

2.8 

3.3 

1.90 

2.21 

Diphtheria  and  croup,   .... 

6.1 

5.7 

2.98 

11.83 

Whooping-cough, 

1.0 

1.1 

4.55 

3.98 

Typhoid  fever, 

3.5 

3.1 

1.87 

1.75 

Phthisis,  pulmonary,      .... 

24.2 

22.7 

14.68 

23.50 

Other  forms  of  tubercular  disease, 

7.1 

7.6 

4.26 

1.70 

Pneumonia, 

21.2 

22.6 

12.51 

14.82 

Cancer, 

5.9 

6.3 

6.90 

6.10 

.3 

.2 

.80 

.69 

Other  accidents  of  childbirth. 

.9 

1.0 

.97 

.87 

Old  age, 

8.0 

7.6 

9.44 

23.30 

Accident  or  negligence. 

7.7 

8.0 

5.53 

3.78 

Suicide, 

1.2 

1.2 

.88 

2.05 

Hydrophobia,* 

— 

- 

- 

- 

*  Ratios  inappreciable :  1  death  in  Massacbasetts  in  1892,  2  in  1893,  6  in  England  in  1892, 
and  4  in  Germany. 

Deaths  at  Early  Ages^  Ji'om  Certain  Causes. 

In  the  summaries  of  the  vital  statistics  of  Massachusetts  which 
have  been  hitherto  presented,  the  deaths  and  death  rates  of  children 
have  only  been  stated  for  the  first  ten  years  of  life  in  two  groups  of 
five  years  each,  0-5  and  5-10.  It  is  desirable  to  present  a  finer 
division  for  the  first  years  of  life,  by  single  years,  a  practice  which 
is  now  followed  in  nearly  all  countries  having  registration. 
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The  causes  of  death  selected  for  presentation  in  the  following 
table  are  the  principal  infectious  diseases  of  infancy  and  childhood, 
together  with  dysentery,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  which  present 
their  highest  death  rates  at  the  two  extremes  of  infancy  and  old  age. 

The  figures  for  the  group  5-10  3^ears  are  added  for  the  purpose 
of  comparison. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  table  the  figures  employed  are  those 
of  the  seven  years  1887-93.  These  were  selected  for  the  reason 
that  the  division  by  single  years  for  the  first  five  years  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Registration  Report  in  1887,  and  for  this  period  the 
mid-year  1890  was  a  census  year,  and  may  be  very  conveniently 
employed  as  a  basis  for  calculating  the  mean  death  rates.  The  cor- 
rected figures,  in  which  the  omissions  and  faults  of  distribution  of 
the  census  are  adjusted,  are  employed  in  preparing  this  table. 

Table  33.  —  Mortality  from  Certain  Diseases  of  Children,  by  Ages,  —  Seven  Tears 

{1887-93), 


AGK  rKBIODS. 

• 

J 

i 

a 

1 

CD 

• 

i 

3 

• 

,i 

t 

1« 

• 

a 

ei 

6^ 

• 

§ 

IN 

• 

1 

p 

D 

a 

0-1, 

429 

214 

415 

442 

1,132 

257 

14,785 

298 

4.120 

8,619 

A       M|                          •                         ■                         • 

617 

445 

1,036 

626 

408 

114 

2,160 

149 

1,981 

1,158 

2-3,        ..        . 

102 

510 

1,215 

601 

160 

82 

264 

47 

855 

363 

8~4,        •        •        ■ 

98 

462 

1,160 

418 

92 

59 

76 

38 

454 

197 

4-5,        ..        . 

67 

373 

1,004 

282 

44 

84 

42 

21 

342 

93 

0-5,        ..        . 

1,303 

2,010 

4.839 

2,369 

1,836 

546 

17,327 

563 

7,752 

5,430 

5-10,      .        .        . 

122 

831 

2,506 

1 

478 

52 

109 

7 

67 

691 

166 

Average  Annual  Mortnlity  at  Each  Age  Period,  compared  with  the  Population 
living  at  Each  Period,  expressed  as  a  Ratio  per  10,000  of  such  Living  Popula- 
tion {1887-93). 


0-1, 

12.8 

6.4 

12.4 

13.2 

33.7 

7.6 

440.0 

8.9 

122.6 

107.7 

1-2,        ..        . 

16.1 

18.9 

32.8 

19.6 

12.7 

8.6 

67.8 

4.0 

61.7 

36.1 

2-3,        •        •        ■ 

6.1 

16.4 

38.7 

19.2 

6.1 

2.6 

8.4 

1.5 

27.3 

11.6 

8-4,        .        .        . 

8.2 

15.0 

87.8 

13.6 

8.0 

1.9 

2.6 

1.2 

14.7 

6.4 

4-5,        •        •        . 

2.2 

12.2 

82.9 

9.2 

1.4 

1.1 

1.4 

.7 

11.2 

3.0 

0-6,        ..        . 

8.2 

12.7 

80.6 

14.9 

11.0 

8.4 

100.8 

8.6 

48.9 

34.8 

1 
6-10,      . 

1 

.9 

6.1 

18.3 

8.5 

.4 

.8 

.0 

.4 

6.0 

1.2 
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By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  death  rate  from  measles^  16.1  per 
10,000  of  those  living  at  the  same  year  of  life,  is  highest  in  the 
second  year  1-2,  that  of  the  first  year  being  a  little  less,  while  there 
is  a  rapid  fall  in  the  death  rate  from  16.1  in  the  second  year  to  2.2 
in  the  fifth. 

In  scarlet-fever  the  highest  mortality  is  not  reached  till  the  third 
year  of  life,  when  it  is  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  first 
year.  That  of  the  fifth  year  (12.2)  is  also  nearly  double  that  of  the 
first  year. 

In  diphtheria  the  highest  death  rates  are  found  in  the  third  and 
fourth  years  of  life,  in  which  they  are  nearly  equal,  and  more  than 
three  times  as  great  as  that  of  the  first  year,  while  the  second  and 
fifth  years  are  nearly  equal  and  intermediate  between  the  first  and 
third. 

In  croup  the  death  rates  of  the  second  and  third  years  are  nearly 
equal,  and  about  50  per  cent,  higher,  than  that  of  the  first  year, 
which  is  also  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  fourth  year  of  life. 

In  whooping-cough  the  death  rate  of  the  first  year  of  life  is  far 
greater  than  that  of  either  of  the  succeeding  years,  the  death  rate 
rapidly  diminishing  from  33.7  per  10,000  living  in  the  first  year  to 
1.4  in  the  fifth  year  of  life,  and  only  .4  in  the  period  5-10  years. 

In  cerebrospinal  meningitis  the  mortality  diminishes  steadily  from 
7.6  in  the  first  year  to  1.1  in  the  fifth  and  .8  in  the  period  5-10 
years. 

In  cholera  infantum  the  intensity  of  the  disease  is  mostly  ex- 
pended upon  the  first  year  of  life,  the  death  rate  of  the  second  year 
being  less  than  one-sixth  as  great  as  that  of  the  first,  while  those  of 
the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  years  become  comparatively  insignificant. 
The  7  deaths  registered  in  the  period  5-10  years  cannot  be  ex- 
pressed by  a  single  decimal  figure,  and  may  be  accounted  for  by 
possible  errors. 

In  dysentery  the  death  rate  decreases  rapidly  from  8.9  in  the  first 
year  to  .7  in  the  fifth. 

In  pneumonia^  as  well  as  in  bronchitis^  the  death  rates  are  high 
in  the  first  year  of  infancy,  being  respectively  122.6  and  107.7  for 
the  two  diseases,  and  dimmishing  from  these  high  rates  to  11.2  and 
3.0  respectively  in  the  fifth  year.  In  each  of  these  causes  of  death 
the  death  rates  also  increased  rapidly  in  the  last  age  periods  of 
extreme  old  age,  that  of  pneumonia  being  shown  in  Table  27. 


xcii  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Jan. 

Tlie  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  Population. 

The  population  of  the  cities  and  large  towns  of  Massachusetts  has 
increased  with  much  greater  rapidity  than  that  of  the  rural  districts, 
and  demands  iocreasiug  attention  in  any  general  presentation  of  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  State.  In  the  fifty  years  of  registration  in 
Massachusetts  the  population  of  towns  and  cities  having  more  than 
10,000  inhabitants  in  each  has  increased  from  24  per  cent,  of  the 
total  population  of  the  State  to  more  than  61  per  cent. 

In  the  forty-ninth  Registration  Report  (1890)  a  table  was  intro- 
duced in  which  the  marriage,  birth  and  death  rates  of  the  28  cities 
were  presented.  In  the  present  summary  a  similar  table  is  pre- 
sented,  amplified  and  made  to  include  the  statistics  of  all  towns 
having  over  10,000  inhabitants  in  each  (37  in  number)  for  the 
period  of  three  years,  1891,  1892  and  1893,  and  also  the  deaths  and 
death  rates  from  seven  principal  infectious  and  other  causes  of 
death.  The  marriage,  birth  and  death  rates  are  estimated  from  a 
mean  estimated  population  for  1892,  as  a  mid-year  mean  of  the 
triennial  period  1891-93.  The  statistics  are  also  presented  for  the 
urban  district  as  a  whole,  for  the  rural  district  as  a  whole,  for 
the  State  as  a  whole,  and  also  for  each  of  four  groups  of  cities, 
arranged  according  to  their  populations. 

This  table  illustrates  clearly  the  effect  of  density  of  population 
upon  mortality  rates,  as  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Farr.  The  density 
of  population  in  this  table  is  measured  in  terms  of  the  number  of 
acres  to  each  inhabitant,  and  is  necessarily  approximate,  since  the 
area  is  quoted  from  the  report  of  the  tax  commissioner,  which  in- 
cludes assessed  acres  only,  excluding  the  area  of  public  lands,  high- 
ways, etc.  By  this  estimate  the  density  of  the  State  for  the  period 
in  question  was  1.9  acres  to  each  inhabitant.  That  of  the  district 
groups  was  as  follows :  — 

Density  of  Population^  Massachusetts^  1891-93. 

Acres  to 
Each  InhAbltant. 

The  State, 1.9 

Cities  and  towns  composing  the  urban  districts,         ...  .2 

Towns  composing  the  rural  districts, 5.3 

Group  I.,  the  city  of  Boston, .04 

Group  II.,  cities  having  from  60,000  to  100,000  population  in 

each, .13 

Group  III.,  cities  having  from  25,000  to  50,000  in  each,     .        ,  .29 

Group  I  v.,  cities  having  from  10,000  to  25,000  in  each,      .       .  .61 
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For  convenieocfl  of  compariaoa,  a  stftodard  of  1,000  for  the  State 
is  here  adopted,  and  the  coadeDsed  table  is  as  follows  :  — 


Table  B*.  — Death  Batetfrom  Certain  Diseaiu;  the  8tate=.l,000. 
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l.> 

,2 

s.a 

.41 

1.0(» 
1,W» 

1.1«3 

],oaB 

1.0M 

1,0W 

Looo 

1.031 

1.103 

1,097 

W7 

1.000 
1.0M 

1.006 

Mi 

1.0O1 

1.0M 

B33 

1.000 

1,000 

I. no 

m 

\,taa 

on 
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1,000 

I,0B3 
816 

OTfl 

l,M9 
431 

I.OTi 

Sis 

1,000 

l,liS 

1.0M 

1,00» 

This  table  shows  very  clearly  the  effect  of  deosity  of  population  in 
modifying  the  general  death  rate.  The  mortality  increasea  coinci- 
dently  with  the  density.  The  same  effect  is  shown  in  the  columns 
for  different  diseases,  except  that  here  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
each  disease  show  their  further  modifying  influence  in  increasing  or 
diminishing  and  in  some  instances  entirely  ontweighing  the  effect 
of  density. 

la  groups  II.  and  III.  of  the  urban  districts  the  typhoid  death 
rate  was  highest,  since  the  two  cities  of  Lowell  and  Lawrence, 
having  during  the  greater  part  of  this  period  polluted  water  sup- 
plies, are  included. 

The  high  mortality  of  Boston  (District  I.)  from  diphtheria  and 
from  Bcarlet-fever  and  its  low  death  rate  from  cholera  infantum  are 
notable. 

The  death  rate  of  Lowell  and  Fall  Rirer  from  cholera  infantum 
raised  the  figures  of  District  II.  excessively. 
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Medical  Examiners*  Returns, 

The  returns  of  the  medical  examiners  comprise  the  deaths  which 
were  investigated  by  those  oflScers  daring  the  year  1893,  this  class 
of  deaths  being  those  which  were  of  a  violent,  sudden,  suspicious  or 
doubtful  character,  and  were  therefore  referred  to  the  medical  ex- 
aminers for  their  official  action. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  of  this  class  which  were  investigated 
during  the  year  was  2,221.  Of  this  number,  76  were  reported  as 
deaths  from  homicide,  290  by  suicide,  976  from  accident  or  negli- 
gence and  879  from  natural  or  unknown  causes,  including  alcohol- 
ism. Of  the  whole  number,  1,678  were  males,  530  were  females, 
the  sex  of  13  was  unknown.  The  number  of  autopsies  conducted 
was  269. 

Comparative  Vital  Statistics. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  ^<  How  does  the  death  rate  of  Massa- 
chusetts compare  with  that  of  other  States  and  countries  ?  "  and  in 
the  last  annual  report,  page  xliii,  a  brief  reference  was  made  to  the 
subject  of  the  methods  adopted  for  arriving  at  a  just  comparison  of 
mortality  statistics,  in  the  following  language  :  — 

The  crude  death  rate  obtained  by  estimatlDg  the  ratio  of  the  number  of 
deaths  to  the  living  population  has  been  employed  for  many  years  as  an 
index  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  community,  and  for  comparing  its  san- 
itary condition  with  that  of  other  communities.  While  this  method  may  be 
trusted  in  the  comparison  of  the  death  rates  of  a  nation,  a  State,  county, 
city  or  town  at  different  periods  of  time  (since  the  age  and  sex  distribution 
of  communities  remains  fairly  constant  when  comparisons  are  made  for  brief 
periods  or  successive  years),  it  cannot  be  trusted  for  the  comparison  of  dif- 
ferent towns,  cities,  States  and  countries  with  each  other,  when  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  differs  widely,  as,  for  example,  in  our  own  State,  in  the 
case  of  Barnstable  and  Bristol  counties,  or  Barnstable  and  Suffolk. 

In  support  of  this  statement  Dr.  Farr  says:  ^^  Independently  of  other 
causes  of  variation,  the  mortality  of  different  populations  will  differ  accord- 
ing as  they  consist  of  numbers  in  various  proportions  at  the  ages  at  which 
the  mortality  is  high  or  low." 

'^  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  death  rates  calculated  on  the  gro^s 
population  are  practically  worthless  as  evidence  of  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  communities  less  than  entire  nations."  (Dr.  E.  F.  Wiiloughby,  Hand- 
book of  Public  Health  and  Demography.) 


1895.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  xcix 

For  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  methods  of  correctiug  death  rates 
according  to  age  and  sex  distribution,  Dr.  Ogle,  of  the  British  Registration 
of  Statistics  office,  and  J.  Korosi,  Director  of  Statistics  of  Hungary,  have 
proposed  the  employment  of  standards  of  population  in  which  a  normal  or 
standard  distribution  of  ages  and  sexes  is  presented.  For  this  purpose 
Dr.  Ogle  combines  the  populations  of  seven  principal  European  countries, 
including  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  million  inhabitants,  and  presents 
a  table  in  which  the  average  distribution  of  these  populations  is  given  by 
Bexes  and  age  periods,  the  whole  number  of  such  periods  being  twelve. 
For  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  other  countries.  States,  cities  or  smaller 
communities,  this  method  has  the  disadvantage  of  requiring  an  amount  of 
computation  which  becomes  burdensome ;  and,  secondly,  the  age  periods 
employed  above  20  years  do  not  correspond  with  those  which  have  usually 
been  adopted  in  Massachusetts  and  other  American  communities,  and,  while 
there  are  some  advantages  in  adopting  a  distribution  into  the  periods  25-35 » 
d5--45,  etc.,  instead  of  20-30,  30-40,  etc.,  the  differences  are  so  slight  as 
not  to  make  it  advisable  to  change  the  existing  methods. 

Korosi  of  Buda-Pesth  suggests  a  method  which  is  less  cumbrous  than  the 
foregoing.  He  does  not  deem  it  essential  for  this  purpose  to  adopt  a  sex 
distribution,  but  employs  a  distribution  of  ages  only,  and  divides  them  into 
four  periods,  as  follows :  — 

All  under  one  year. 
One  to  twenty  years. 
Twenty  to  fifty  years. 
All  over  fifty  years. 

It  is  evident  that,  in  order  to  form  a  just  comparison  of  our  death 
rate  in  Massachusetts  upon  an  intornational  basis,  the  age  distribu- 
tion mast  necessarily  be  taken  into  account,  since  this  age  distri- 
bution differs  materially  from  that  of  other  countries,  in  consequence 
of  the  marked  effect  of  immigration  upon  the  adult  ages  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  an  accurate  conclusion  as  to  the 
comparative  mortality  rate  of  the  population  of  Massachusetts,  the 
following  table  is  presented,  in  which  the  distribution  of  the  popula- 
tion at  each  census  from  1865  to  1890  is  given,  together  with  the 
percentages  to  the  total  population  for  these  four  age  periods :  — 
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Table  36. 


1885. 

1870. 

1875. 

Aqk  Periods. 

Popolation. 

Per  Gent. 

Population. 

Per  Cent. 

Popnlatlon. 

Percent. 

Under  1,       .... 

1-20 

20-60 

Over  60,       .... 

23,719 
497,478 
653,880 
190,658 

1.87 
89.31 
43.76 
15.06 

82,987 
664,258 
661,699 
218,871 

2.26 
88.04 
44.72 
14.98 

84,140 
621,022 
769,481 
226,067 

2.08 
87.88 
48.27 
13.82 

Unknown 

1,265.730 
1,302 

100.00 

1,467,310 
41 

100.00 

1,641,610 
10.302 

100.00 

1880. 

1885. 

1890 

• 

AOK  PKSIODS. 

PopnUtloQ. 

Per  Cent. 

Popnlatlon. 

Per  Cent 

Population. 

Percent. 

Under  1,       .... 

87,687 

2.11 

86,888 

1.85 

43,043 

1.98 

1-20 

681,788 

88.24 

726,749 

37.42 

763,184 

84.18 

20-60, 

808,812 

45.08 

886,085 

46.63 

1,060,100 

47.49 

Over  60,       .... 

259,898 

14.67 

293.275 

16.10 

866.075 

16.40 

1,783,086 

100.00 

1,941,997 

100.00 

2,232,442 

100.00 

Unknown,    .... 

0 

- 

144 

- 

6.501 

- 

Note.  —  In  this  table  no  correction  is  made  for  probable  errors  or  deficiencies. 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  age  distribution  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  State  has  remained  fairly  constant  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  the  variation  being  but  slight. 

The  foregoing  age  periods  were  adopted  by  M.  Korosi  after  trials 
with  different  periods.  They  differ  somewhat  from  those  which 
have  been  in  use,  but  he  states  that  it  ^^  was  found  to  be  preferable 
to  group  the  first  year  separately,  and  that  there  was  no  sensible 
change  produced  by  placing  the  next  nineteen  years  in  one  single 
group.** 

These  figures  were  not  presented  in  the  summary  of  last  year, 
since  the  age  distribution  of  the  Massachusetts  population  in  the 
census  year  1890  was  not  then  accessible. 

The  chief  difference  in  this  table  as  compared  with  the  figures  for 
foreign  countries  lies  in  the  larger  percentage  of  the  third  age 
period,  20-50,  which  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  immigrants  of 
this  age.     Observations  extending  over  a  period  of  more  than  a 


1895.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34. 


ci 


half-century  show  that  nearly  60  per  cent,  of  the  immigrants  daring 
that  time  were  between  20  and  50  years  of  age,  while  those  under 
10  years  of  age  constituted  only  15  per  cent. 

Kor5si  presents  the  population  of  Sweden  as  a  standard  for  com- 
parison, —  a  country  having  what  may  be  termed  a  normal  age  dis- 
tribution  with  a  constantly  low  death  rate. 

With  this  standard  in  view  the  following  table  is  presented, 
giving  the  age  distribution  of  the  living  and  the  dead  for  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  two  census  years,  1885  and  1890,  with  mortality 
indices  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  :  — 


Table  37.  —  Comparative  Mortality  of  Massachtisetts,  1886, 1890. 


A0K8. 


The  Llvlnff, 
18S5. 


The  Dead, 
1889. 


Coeffleient, 
Per  1,000. 


Per  Cent  of 

PopulaUon, 

Sweden. 


MortaUty 
Index. 


0-1  year,  . 
1-20  yeart,  . 
20-60  years, 
60  and  over, 


41,140* 
006,900* 
894,880 
823,180 


7,626 

7,647 

9,443 

13,840 


186.8 
10.8 
10.6 
41.8 


2.66 
89.81 
88.62 
18.92 


100.00 


4.91 
4.31 

4.07 
8.17 


21.40 


A0E8. 


The  Llrlng, 
1890. 


The  Dead, 
1800. 


Coefficient, 
Per  1,000. 


Per  Cent,  of 

Population, 

Sweden. 


Mortality 
Index. 


0-1  year,  . 
1-20  years, . 
20-50  yearf, 
60  and  oyer, 


48,000* 
780,860* 
1,000,190 
866,076 


9,026 

7,686 

10,879 

16,290 


200.6 

9.7 

10.8 

41.7 


2.66 
89.81 
88.62 
18.92 


100.00 


6.81 
8.86 

8.96 
7.90 


21.03 


*  The  flguree  for  theee  age  periods  0-1  and  1-20  have  been  corrected  In  accordance  with  the  prin- 
eiplei  explained  on  a  previotie  page. 

With  these  figures  it  now  becomes  possible  to  compare  the  mor- 
tality of  Massachusetts  with  that  of  other  countries  having  a  dif- 
ferent age  distribution,  each  of  these  being  separately  referred  to 
the  Swedish  distribution.  For  this  purpose  the  last  census  of  those 
countries  is  adopted  as  the  source  of  the  figures  given. 

The  following  list  presents  the  comparative  mortality  *  of  fourteen 
countries,  as  compared  with  that  of  Massachusetts :  — 

*  Mortalitats  Coefflcient  a.  Mortalitats  Index,  Berechnung  de  slnternat.  Sterblichkeiti 
Indexes  fttr  14  Staaten,  J.  KOrOsi,  Int.  Statist.  Bulletin  6, 1892,  p.  305. 


cu 
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Table  38. 


COUNTRIES. 

COMPABATITB  MOBTAUTT 
FiaUBKt. 

Thk  Samk  ksdccki>  to 
▲  Standard  or  100. 

(a) 

(6) 

(c) 

Sweden,      .        i 

1881 

17.66 

100 

Norway, 

1876 

19.01 

108 

Denmark,    . 

1880 

20.60 

116 

Scotland,     . 

1881 

20.64 

116 

Massachusetts, 

1886 

21.02 

119 

Belgium,     . 

1881 

21.32 

121 

Massachusetts, 

1890 

21.46 

122 

Holland, 

1880 

22.89 

130 

France, 

1882 

22.92 

130 

Switzerland, 

1881 

23.06 

131 

Prussia, 

1881 

26.47 

144 

Wlirtemberg, 

1881 

27.01 

163 

Saxony, 

1881 

27.69 

167 

Italy,  . 

1882 

27.82 

168 

Austria, 

1881 

30.62 

173 

The  figures  in  column  b  may  be  taken  as  the  death  rate  which 
would  have  been  recorded  in  each  country  in  the  year  named  in 
column  a,  had  the  population  of  such  country  been  identical ,  so  far 
as  age  distribution  is  concerned,  with  that  of  Sweden.  By  this 
means  the  mortality  of  each  country  is  made  comparable  with  that 
of  Sweden  and  of  the  other  countries  named  in  the  list. 
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Metropolitan  Water  Supply. 

In  the  last,  annual  report  of  the  Board  (page  xlix)  brief  reference 
was  made  to  the  important  duty  which  had  been  intrusted  to  the 
Board  by  the  Legislature  of  1893  of  **  considering  and  reporting 
upon  the  question  of  a  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  its 
suburbs  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  from  the  State  House,  and  for 
such  other  cities  and  towns  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  should  be 
included  in  connection  therewith." 

The  Board  entered  at  once  upon  the  work  of  investigation,  and 
after  making  the  necessary  surveys  submitted  its  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature on  the  first  Wednesday  in  February,  1895.  This  report  forms 
a  document  of  270  pages,  and  includes  the  general  report  of  the 
Board  upon  the  proposed  metropolitan  water  supply,  the  report  of 
the  consulting  engineer,  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  together 
with  several  additional  reports  and  statements  of  experts  upon  the 
following  special  subjects :  Growth  of  population  in  the  Boston 
metropolitan  district ;  Present  and  future  consumption  of  water  in 
the  district,  by  Dexter  Brackett,  C.  E. ;  Improvement  of  the  quality 
of  the  Sudbury  River  water  by  drainage  of  swamps,  by  D.  Fitz- 
Gerald,  C.  E. ;  The  amount  and  character  of  organic  m^itter  in  soils, 
by  T.  M.  Drown,  M.  D. ;  Water  supply  of  difierent  qualities  for 
difiercnt  purposes,  by  Dexter  Brackett,  C.  E. ;  Sanitary  examination 
of  Nashua  River  water-shed.  It  is  fully  illustrated  with  maps  and 
plans  showing  the  proposed  water-sheds  and  sources  investigated 
by  the  Board,  methods  of  distribution,  dams,  and  plans  of  drainage. 

This  general  plan  as  reported  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  was 
adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  1895  as  the  plan  of  water  supply  for 
the  metropolitan  district,  and  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  to  have  the  entire 
charge  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act,  with  authority  to 
expend  $27,000,000  for  this  purpose.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
works  proposed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  $19,045,800. 
The  additional  amount  authorized  by  the  Legislature  is  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  Boston's  sources  of  water  supply,  aque- 
ducts and  pumping  stations,  and  for  the  completion  of  a  reservoir 
already  begun  by  the  city. 

It  has  been  thought  advisable  to  reprint  so  much  of  this  report  as 
embraces  the  general  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  subject  in  the 
present  volume,  and  the  same  may  be  found  on  later  pages. 
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Improvement  op  the  Charles  River. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  475  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  the  Board 
of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  and  the  State  Board  of  Health 
were  constituted  a  "joint  board,  to  investigate  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  to  prepare  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  beds,  shores 
and  waters  of  the  Charles  River,  between  Charles  River  bridge  and 
the  Waltham  line  in  Charles  River,  and  for  the  removal  of  any 
nuisances  therefrom." 

The  joint  board  was  authorized  to  employ  engineers  and  experts 
in  making  the  proper  surveys  and  devising  plans  for  this  improve- 
ment. 

The  report  of  this  Board  was  made  to  the  Legislature  of  1894  in 
May  of  that  year,  the  document  relating  to  this  subject  being 
numbered  as  House  Document,  775,  1894.  It  contains  the  reports 
of  the  joint  board,  the  engineer  and  the  landscape  architects, 
together  with  several  maps,  plans  and  heliotype  plates  illustrating 
the  proposed  improvements,  with  several  cuts  illustrating  similar 
improvements  in  other  countries.  The  general  report  of  this  joint 
board  is  republished  in  the  present  volume  on  subsequent  pages. 

The  Legislature  of  1894,  after  considering  the  subject,  enacted 
the  following  law,  providing  for  the  taking  of  land  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Charles  River.  The  question  of  constructing  a  dam  and 
lock  in  the  tidal  basin  of  Charles  River,  with  special  reference  to 
their  interference  with  tide  water  and  their  effect  on  the  harbor  of 
Boston,  was  referred  to  the  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners,  who 
were  directed  to  report  upon  the  subject. 

[Acts  of  1894,  Chapter  509.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Metropolftan  Park  Commission  to  expend 
A  Sum  of  Money  in  Addition  to  the  Amounts  heretofore  author- 
ized FOR  Open  Spaces  along  or  near  the  Charles  River. 

Be  it  enacted  y  etc.^  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  metropolitan  park  commission,  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  aud  making  available,  under  chapter  four  hundred  and  seven  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- three,  open  spaces  for 
exercise  and  recreation  along  or  near  the  Charles  River,  from  the  Essex 
street  bridge,  so  called,  at  Cottage  Farms,  towards  the  source  of  the  river^ 
may  expend  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  any 
and  all  sums  hitherto  authorized  to  be  expended  by  them  by  said  act  and 
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I  by  all  acts  in  addition  thereto  or  in  amendment  thereof ;  and  to  meet  the 

]  expenacB  incurred  hereunder,  the  treaeurer  and  receiver  general  aliuU  issue 

I  a  corresponding  amount  of  scrip  or  oerlilicates  of  indebtedness  as  an  addi- 

I  tion  to  the  metropolitan  parks  loan,  and  establish  a  sinking  fitnd  to  provide 

I  for  the  same  ;  said  scrip  or  certiflcatee  of  indebtedness  to  he  issued  and 

enid  sinking  fund  to  be  established,  assessed  and  collected  in  accordance 

with  the  provisions  of  sections  nine,  ten,  eleven  and  twelve  of  chapter  four 

hundred  and  ninety-three,  as  far  as  applicable  hereto. 

Section  2.     S:iid  act  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  section  eleven 

I  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following  :  —  Section.  11.     The  metropol- 

P  Itan  park  commission  shall  annually  estimate  and  certify  to  the  auditor  the 

I  expenses  of  preservation  and  necessary  care  of  said  public  open  spaces  for 

I  tlie  ensuing  year,  which  expenses  shall  be  apportioned  by  the  treasurer  and 

I  receiver  general  in  the  manner  provided  In  the  following  section.     [^/)- 

l  proved  June  22,  1894. 


Wateb  Sufplt  ANT)  Sewerage. 
The  act  of  1886  entitled,  "  An  act  to  protect  the  purity  of  inland 
I  ivaters,"  Ims  proved  one  of  tbe  most  useful  luws  iu  the  history  of 
I  State  legislation. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  Board  was  given  a  general 

I  oversight  over  the  inland  waters  of  the  State,  and  was  required  to 

I  examine  these  waters  with   reference   to  their   use  as  sources  of 

I  domestic  water  supply.     It  was  also  required  to  recoinniend  meas- 

I  nres  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  such  waters,  and  was  authorized  to 

I  conduct  experiments  to  determine  Ihe  best  practicable  methods  of 

IpuriGcation  of  drainage  and  sewage  or  disposal  of  the  same.     Quite 

I  as  important  was  the  requirement  that  the  Board  should  give  advice  lo 

I  cities  and  towns,  corporations  and  individuals,  relative  to  the  introduc- 

Ition  of  water  supplies  and  systems  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disjiosal. 

The  amount  and  character  of  the  worit  performed  by  the  Board 

lander  this  act  may  to  some  extent  be  understood  by  an  exaniinatiou 

I  of  the  reports  of  the  Board  from  1886  to  the  present  year,  including 

rthe  special  documents,  vols.  1  and  2,  published  in  1890  and   1891. 

These  reports  of  the  Board  have  jnstly  won  a  reputation  which  has 

entitled  them  to  a  place  as  standard  works  upon  the  subject  of  water 

supply  and  sewage  disposal.     Id  this  depavtnient  of  the  work  of  the 

Board  have  been  planned  some  of  the  most  important  and  extensive 

engineering  nndertii kings  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  such  as  the 

r  metropolitan  sewerage  system  and  the  metropolitan  water  supply; 

tthe  execution  of  both  will  involve  the  expenditure  of  133,000,000. 
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The  operations  of  the  Board  during  the  year  1894  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  may  be  found  in  the  first  part  of  the  following 
repoil,  page  1.  The  topics  presented  in  this  part  of  the  report  are 
the  advice  of  the  Board  to  cities  and  towns,  the  examination  of  water 
supplies,  the  examination  of  rivers,  summary  of  water  supply  statis* 
tics  iind  records  of  rainfall  and  flow  of  streams,  the  composition  of 
the  water  of  deep  wells,  the  bacterial  contents  of  ground  waters  and 
of  dc^ep  wells,  experiments  upon  the  filtration  of  sewage  and  of  water 
and  physical  and  chemical  properties  of  sands. 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

This  department  of  the  work  of  the  Board  has  continued  without 
interruption  since  the  enactment  of  the  food  and  drug  acts  in  1882. 

Many  of  the  difficulties  attending  the  earlier  inspections  under  this 
department  and  the  enforcement  of  the  statutes  have  been  overcome  ; 
the  amount  of  work  done  has  gradually  increased,  while  the  cost  of 
examination,  per  sample  collected,  has  diminished. 

The  inconvenience  of  examinations  in  several  dififercnt  laboratories, 
and  at  a  distance  from  the  office  of  the  Board,  has  been  greatly 
diminished  by  concentrating  nearly  all  of  the  analytical  work  at  the 
laboratory  in  the  State  House,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a  single 
chief  analyst. 

A  full  report  of  the  work  of  the  Board  in  this  direction  may  be 
found  under  the  head  of  Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

Statistical  Summaries. 
The  enactment  of  two  new  statutes,  chapter  302  of  the  Acts  of 
189  J  and  chapter  218  of  the  Acts  of  1894,  has  increased  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  the  statistical  work  required  of  the  Board.  All 
this  material  has  been  grouped  together  in  the  present  report, 
together  with  the  voluntary  returns  embraced  under  the  title  of 
weekly  mortality  reports,  the  whole  being  entitled  the  Statistical 
Summaries.     These  comprise  the  following  topics  :  — 

1.  Weekly  mortality  returns  of  cities  and  towns.     (Voluntary.) 

2.  Summary  of  four  infectious  diseases  with  ratios  of  fatality 
(abstracted  from  the  annual  reports  of  municipal  boards  of  health). 

3.  Summary  of  infectious  disease  notification  (under  provisions 
of  chapter  302,  Acts  of  1893). 

4.  Summary  of  returns  of  deaths  by  boards  of  health  in  places 
having  over  5,000  inhabitants  in  each  (under  provisions  of  chapter 
218,  Acts  of  1894). 
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Antitoxins  in  Diphtheria.  I 

Piihlic  hygiene  is  n  life-saving  department  of  work,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  a  board  of  heulth  which  pertain  to  the  manHgement  and 
control  of  infectious  diseases  should  constitute  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant functions  not  only  of  general  but  also  of  local  health 
organizations.  The  saving  of  human  liveij,  both  individually  and 
collectively,  adds  to  the  wealth  and  to  the  efficiency  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  such  work  deserves  the  highest  praise  and  encouragement. 

In  the  eighteenth  century  two  of  the  most  destructive  diseases 
were  amall-pox  and  consumption.  The  great  discovery  of  Jenner 
has  reduced  the  mortality  from  the  former  aud  rendered  it  compara- 
tively harmless,  while  the  deatructiveness  of  the  latter  has  been 
diminished  nearly  one-half  in  the  past  fifty  years,  in  consequence  of 
better  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  living,  better  food,  ventilation  and 
the  dissemination  of  popular  information  upon  the  subject. 

Meanwhile,  diphtheria  has  become,  since  its  reappearance  about 
the  middle  of  the  present  century,  an  unusually  destructive  disease. 
Special  attention  has  therefore  been  directed  toward  the  means  for 
diminishing  the  excessive  mortality  from  this  cause,  and  these  efforts 
have  been  crowned  with  u  promising  measure  of  success. 

At  the  recent  Congress  of  Hygiene,  held  at  Budapeslh  in  Hungary, 
Dr.  Roux  announced  the  result  of  his  researches  and  the  success  of 
the  treatment  which  had  been  adopted  by  him  at  the  Hospital  des 
Infants  Malades  in  Paris.  During  the  years  189U,  1891,  1892  and 
1893  the  number  treated  for  diphtheria  at  this  hospital  was  3,971, 
with  an  average  mortality  of  51.7  per  cent.  In  the  first  six  months 
of  1894  there  were  448  admissions,  with  109  deaths, — a  mortalily 
of  24.5  per  cent.  That  this  improvement  was  not  due  to  the  preva- 
lence of  a  mild  type  of  the  disease  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  in 
another  hospital  in  Paris,  where  520  children  were  received  in  the 
diphtheria  ward  during  the  same  months,  and  were  not  treated  with 
antitoxine,  the  mortality  was  60  per  cent.  These  results  were  com- 
pared by  German  investigators  in  the  same  direction,  and  this 
preventive  mode  of  treatment  may  be  considered  as  established,  so 
far  OS  the  question  of  securing  a  decided  reduction  in  the  death  rate 
from  diphtheria  is  concerned. 

With  these  facts  in  view,  the  State  Board  of  Health  entered  upon 
the  work  of  preparing  antitoxine  for  distribution  in  the  State  duriug 
the  fall  of  1894,  and  for  this   purpose  appointed  Dr.  J,  L.  Goodale 
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of  Cambridge  temporarily  to  supervise  the  work  of  preparation. 
Several  horses  were  purchased,  together  with  the  necessary  supply 
of  smaller  animals  required  for  the  purpose  of  testing  and  preparing 
the  material  produced.  A  laboratory  was  also  established,  for  con- 
ducting the  requisite  processes. 

It  is  too  early  to  publish  a  digest  or  summary  of  the  work  accom- 
plished in  this  direction.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  results  thus 
far  secured  fully  justify  the  continuance  of  the  work  thus  begun, 
since  a  very  considerable  saving  of  life  has  undoubtedly  been  effected. 
A  careful  digest  and  summary  will  be  prepared  for  publication  in 
the  next  annual  report,  to  embrace  the  results  of  the  first  year's 
work  in  this  direction. 

Improvement  of  the  Concobd  and  Sudburt  Meadows. 

During  the  legislative  session  of  1894  hearings  were  held  in  answer 
to  petitions  from  inhabitants  living  upon  the  borders  of  the  Concord 
and  Sudbury  rivers  above  the  dam  at  Billerica,  asking  that  legis- 
lation might  be  secured  for  the  purpose  of  improving  those  rivers  so 
that  the  level  of  the  ground  water  in  the  meadows  upon  their  borders 
Qiight  be  lowered.  As  a  result  of  these  hearings  an  act  was  passed 
entitled  *'  An  act  relative  to  the  protection  of  the  public  health  in 
the  villages  of  the  Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers." 

The  first  section  of  this  act,  requiring  the  services  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  is  as  follows :  — 

[Acts  of  1894,  Chapter  426.] 

An  Act  relative  to  the  Protection  of  the  Public  Health  in  the 
Valleys  of  the  Concord  and  Sudbury  Rivers. 

Section  1.  The  state  board  of  health  is  hereby  aathorized  and  directed 
to  expend  during  the  current  year  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  in  dredging  the  bars  in  the  Concord  and  Sudbury  rivers  above  the 
dam  at  North  Billerica  and  removing  the  weeds  from  said  rivers,  and  in 
such  other  measures  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  the 
restoration  of  the  marshes  along  the  said  rivers  to  their  original  condition 
and  to  the  abatement  of  malaria  and  other  perils  to  the  public  health  aris- 
ing from  the  present  state  of  the  same.     ^Approved  May  24y  1894. 

At  its  first  meeting,  June  7,  after  the  passage  of  the  foregoing 
act,  the  Board  voted  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  necessary  investi- 
gations preliminary  to  carrying  out  the  work  required  by  the  act. 
It  seemed  necessary  that  a  hearing  should  be  granted  to  the  residents 
included  in  the  district  specified,  and  a  hearing  was  held  by  the  Board 


I 
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July  26,  1894,  at  which  the  inhabitanta  of  the  district  were  repre- 
sented and  the  engineer  of  the  Board  outlined  &  plan  of  operations. 

On  August  2,  the  Board  received  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  of  the  landowners  upon  the  borders  of  these  rivers,  sig- 
nifying their  approval  of  the  work,  and  requesting  the  Board  to 
carry  out  the  plan  outlined  by  the  engineer  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  then  advertised  for  proposals  for  dredging  the  rivers. 
Considerable  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  the  successful 
bidder  to  obtain  the  necessary  bonds  for  the  performance  of  the 
work.  Advertisements  were  again  made,  and  the  contract  was 
finally  awarded  to  the  Eastern  Dredging  Company. 

Meanwhile,  citizens  of  Concord  living  near  the  river  requested 
that  the  channel  of  the  river  might  be  made  wider  through  that 
region,  offering  also  to  pay  for  the  extra  expense  of  such  widening. 
The  Board  will  make  a  report  upon  this  subject  when  the  work  is 
completed. 

Health  of  Towns. 

The  last  pages  of  the  report  are  devoted  to  a  digest  of  the  prin- 
cipal facts  of  impoilance  collected  from  the  annnal  reports  of  local 
boards  of  health  for  the  year  1894.  The  table  of  infectious  diseases, 
DotiHcntions  and  deaths  from  the  same  causes  has  been  transferred 
this  year  from  this  part  of  the  report  to  that  portion  which  is  entitled 
"  Statistical  Summaries." 

Routine  Work  of  the  Board. 

The  Board,  in  the  performance  of  its  duties  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Statutes  and  of  all  succeeding  acts  relating  to  the  Board, 
has  held  meetings  at  least  once  each  month  during  the  year,  and 
such  meetings  of  its  standing  committees  as  were  essential  to  the 
proper  performance  of  its  duties.  The  operations  of  the  Board  are 
presented  in  detail  in  the  present  volumes,  under  the  different  topics 
relating  to  its  prescribed  duties. 

Advice  has  been  given  very  frequently  at  the  office  of  the  Board 
to  local  boards  of  health  and  to  individuals  requesting  advice  upon 
sanitary  questions,  and  in  instances  where  occasion  required,  visits 
have  been  made  by  the  secretary,  or  by  the  engineers  or  other 
experts  of  the  Board,  to  cities  and  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
investigations  and  inspection  and  giving  advice. 

Two  public  hearings  were  held  by  the  Board  during  the  year :  one 
on  June  14,  in  answer  to  a  petition  for  the  action  of  the  Board  rela- 
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tive  to  the  Butchers'  Rendering  Association ;  and  the  other  July  26, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  lying  upon  the  borders  of  the  Con- 
cord and  Sudbury  rivers. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  compiled  from  the  weekly  postal  card 
returns  from  the  registering  authorities  of  cities  and  towns  have  been 
published  weekly  during  the  year  in  the  form  of  a  bulletin,  which 
also  contains,  once  in  each  month,  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
line  of  food  and  drug  inspection,  together  with  the  prosecutions 
made  under  the  food  and  drug  acts.  In  addition  to  these  items  there 
is  also  published  in  the  same  bulletin  a  weekly  report  of  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  by  the  local  boards  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  table  presents  certain  statistical  data  relative  to  the 
routine  work  of  the  Board :  — 

Statistical  Table  for  the  Year  endino  Sept.  SO,  1894* 

Whole  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  examined  during  the  year,  6,824 

Samples  of  milk  examined  (included  in  the  foregoing), ....  8,601 

Whole  number  examined  since  beginning  of  work  in  1883,  .  .  .  60,397 
Whole  number  of  samples  of  milk  examined  since  beginning  of  work 

in  1883, 80,677 

Number  of  prosecutions  against  offenders  during  the  year,     ...  90 

Number  of  convictions  during  the  year, 77 

Amount  of  fines  secured  during  the  year,.  • (2,626  00 

Force  employed  in  general  work  of  Board  at  central  office.  State  House :  — 

Secretary, 1 

Clerks 2 

Alessenger, 1 


Total, 


.....•••• 


4 


Force  employed  at  central  office.  State  House,  Boston,  for  food  and  drug 

inspection,  chemists  and  assistants, 2 

At  Amherst, 1 

—    8 
Inspectors, S 


Total, 


6 


Statistical  Table  for  the  Year  1894. 

Applications  for  advice  from  cities,  towns  and  others :  — 

Relating  to  water  supply, 40 

Relating  to  sewerage  and  drainage, 10 

Relating  to  pollution  of  streams, 3 

Total, 63 
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Number  of  samples  of  water  examined  chemically  and  microscopically 

at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 2,006 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  and  water  examined  chemically  and  bac- 

terially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 2,534 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  chemically  and  bacterially  at  the 

Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 420 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  mechanically  at  the  Lawrence 

Experiment  Station, 234 

Additional  samples  examined  bacterially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 

Station, 6,295 

Total  number  of  samples  examined, 11,489 


Force  employed  at  central  office :  —  ♦ 
Chief  engineer,    .... 
Assistant  engineers,    . 
Stenographer  and  clerk, 


1 
2 

1 

—    4 


At  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology' :  — 

Chief  chemist,t 

Assistant  chemists,      .... 

Chief  biologist,! 

Assistant  biologist,      .... 


1 
5 
1 

1 

—    8 


At  Lawrence  Experiment  Station :  — 

ChemistD, 

Bacteriologists,    .        .        .        . 
Other  assistants  and  laborers,     . 


Total  ordinary  force. 


2 
d 
4 
—    9 

21 


The  numer  of  applications  for  advice  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 275,  Acts  of  1888,  received  since  July,  1886,  when  the  act  relat- 
ing to  water  supply  and  sewerage  first  went  into  operation,  is  as 
follows :  — 


1886, 
1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890, 
1891, 


8 

1892, 

22 

1893, 

28 

1894, 

88 

23 

1 

53 

56 
61 
63 


Total, 332 


*  Not  Including  the  force  employed  npon  the  metropollun  water  supply  inyeetigatlons. 

t  The  chief  chemist  and  biologist,  although  located  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology, hare  the  OTerslght  of  the  chemical  and  biological  work  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 
Station. 
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Eecommendatioxs. 

The  following  recommendation  was  made  to  the  Legislature  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session  of  1895. 

The  Board  recoratnends  the  caQtinnance  of  its  invcBtigations  now  being 
carried  on  as  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of 
1888.  For  this  purpose,  and  to  make  the  necessary  investigations  in  order 
to  advise  cities,  towns,  corporations  and  individuals  in  regard  to  the  best 
methods  of  assuring  the  purity  of  intended  or  existing  water  supplies  and 
the  best  method  of  disposing  of  sewage,  and  to  carry  out  the  other  pro- 
visions of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  the  Board  estimates  that  the 
sum  of  $30,000  will  be  required. 


Expenditures. 

The  work  of  the  Board  is  conducted  under  the  provisions  of 
several  statutes,  and  for  its  different  departments  of  work  these  ap- 
propriations are  annually  made,  one  for  the  general  work  of  the 
Board,  one  for  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs  and  a  third  for  the 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  relat- 
ing to  the  protection  of  the  purity  of  inland  waters.  In  addition  to 
the  foregoing,  special  appropriations  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasicm  has  demanded,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
Board  to  conduct  special  lines  of  investigations. 

The  appropriations  for  the  different  departments  of  work  in  1894 
were  as  follows  :  — 

For  the  general  work  of  the  Board, ......        1 10,800 

For  food  and  dnig  inspection,  .......  11,500 

For  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  chapter  375,  Acts  of  1888, .  27,000 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  regular  lines  of.  work  the  Board  con- 
tinued its  investigations  upon  the  subject  of  a  general  water  supply 
for  the  metropolitan  district,  and  was  also  authorized  to  expend 
$20,000  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  an  act  **  relative  to  the 
protection  of  the  public  health  in  the  valleys  of  the  Concord  and 
Sudbury  rivers"  (see  page  cviii). 

The  expenditures  in  1894  under  the  foregoing  appropriations  were 
as  follows : — 
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For  the  General  Work  of  Board,  Sept.  80,  1893,  to  Sept.  30,  1894. 

Salaries, |4,982  98 

Printing, 1,982  68 

Travelling  expenses, 474  62 

Special  investigations, 689  54 

Postage, 243  64 

Books,  subscriptions  and  binding, 810  66 

Express, 282  87 

Stationery, 290  74 

Telephone, 200  06 

Type-writer, 95  00 

Type-writer  and  library  supplies, 78  01 

Office  incidentals, 154  02 

Messenger  services, 822  57 

Telegrams, .  9  18 

Drafting  woodcuts, 66  60 

Total, 110,021  46 

For  Food  and  Dbcg  Inspection,  for  Year  ending  Sept.  80,  1894. 

Salaries  of  analysts, t4,600  OO 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 8,900  00 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  supplies,      .        .        .  1,660  00 

Apparatus  and  chemicals, 206  40 

Furniture  and  fittings  at  laboratory, 1  95 

Legal  services, 6  00 

Gas, 20  00 

Extra  services, 48  00 

Milk  cans,  tags,  washing  windows  and  sundry  small  supplies,  24  29 

Total, 110,364  64 

Expenses  under  Chapter  376,  of  Acts  of  1888  (Protection  of  Purity  of 

Inland  Waters),  for  Calendar  Year  1894. 

Salaries,  including  wages  of  laborers  at  Lawrence  Experi- 
ment Station 123,153  64 

Apparatus  and  materials, 1,332  24 

Rent  of  rooms  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,     .  750  00 

Kent  of  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  (thirteen  months),    .  162  60 

Travelling  expenses, 417  62 

Express  charges, 658  72 

Use  of  tools  and  office,  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, .        .  360  07 

Books,  stationery  and  drawing  materials,       ....  154  20 

Maps,  blue  prints  and  photographs, 21  44 

Paid  for  collecting  samples  of  water, 7  13 

Postage  stamps, 61  85 

Messengers  and  telegrams, 8  44 

Printing, 22  25 

Total, 127,000  00 
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Total  Expenditures,  Imvestioation   of  Mbthopoutan   Water  Supply 

(Acts  of  1893,  Chapter  469). 

Salaries  of  engineers,  experts  and  assistants,        .        .        •  932,168  58 

Travelling  expenses  and  subsistence  of  engineers,        .        .  3,240  01 

Laborers  employed  in  making  borings, 3,545  05 

Boring  apparatus,  repairs  and  materials,        ....  1,821  94 

I>igging  test  piu, 254  30 

Printing, .  50  32 

Stationery  and  drawing  materials, 371  24 

Instruments  and  repairs, 149  73 

Books,  maps  and  map  mounting, 201  44 

Office  fixtures  and  furniture, 43  55 

Small  supplies  and  miscellaneous  expenses, ....  227  28 

Legal  serviceis, 426  61 


,* 


Total, 142,500  00 


Improvement  of  Sudburt  Meadows. 

Salaries  of  engineers  and  assistants, |774  88 

Travelling  expenses  and  subsistence  of  engineers,        .        .  113  04 

Boat  hire, 15  50 

Drawing  material,  stationery,  etc., 4  68 

Labor, 137  42 

Lumber,   ,        .        , 7  84 

Photographs,  blue  prints,  etc., 4  85 

Sundry  incidentals, 13  67 

Surveying  instruments  and  repairs, 4  70 

Total,        .        .     ' '  .        .      |1,076  58 

H.  P.  WALCOTT, 
H.  F.  MILLS, 

F.  W.  DRAPER, 

G.  C.  TOBEY, 
J.  W.  HULL, 
C.  H.  PORTER, 

8laU  Board  ofHeaUh. 


*  Thif  tam  locladet  the  whole  amoant  expended  in  the  two  years  1893  and  1894. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


METROPOLITAN   WATER   SUPPLY. 


I 


To  the  ITonorabie  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Bepreseitlativea  of  the  Commonweallh  in 
Qeiieral  Court  assetnbled. 

The  state  Board  of  Health,  acting  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
459  of  the  Acts  of  1803,  has  investigated  and  cooeidered  the  question 
of  u  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  its  suljurhs  ivithin  a 
radius  of  ten  miiea  from  the  State  House,  and  for  such  other  cities 
and  towns  a^,  in  its  opinion,  should  1>e  added  thereto  ;  and  has  also 
made  the  additional  investigations  set  forth  in  the  second  section 
of  the  same  act,  and  now  desires  to  submit  the  following  re^xirt :  — 

The  act  under  which  the  Board  has  conducted  this  incjuiry  appar- 
ently provides  for  the  same  general  treatment  of  the  question  of  water 
supply  as  was  adopted  hy  the  General  Court  of  1887  for  tlie  creation 
of  a  sewerage  system  for  a  somewhat  smaller  district.  Substantially 
all  the  arguments  that  were  urged  by  this  Board  for  the  metro- 
politan sewerage  system,  which,  built  in  accordance  with  our  recom- 
mendations, is  now  neai'ly  completed,  may  he  used  with  even  greater 
force  in  aid  of  any  well-devised  plan  for  giring  to  a  still  larger 
district  a  sutEcient  supply  of  the  l»est  water  attainable. 

F.  P.  Stearns,  C.E..  chief  engineer  of  the  Board,  has  prepared  the 
very  full  and  accurate  statement  of  the  present  and  future  resources 
of  water  available  for  this  metropolitan  district,  together  with  all 
necessary  details  as  to  the  structures  at  the  great  reservoir,  the  aque- 
duct leading  from  it.  the  new  pipe  lines  and  pumping  stations,  within 
the  district;  and,  in  addition  to  the  information  already  io  posses- 
sion of  the  Board,  has  been  able  to  state  the  results  of  many  new 
inquiries  undertaken  for  the  puq)oses  of  this  report.     The  fiuauclal 
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aspects  of  the  problem  are  also  treated  by  him  in  an  instructive 
manner. 

J.  P.  Davis,  C.E.,  who  has  been  for  a  series  of  years  entirely 
familiar  with  all  the  great  municipal  works  for  water  and  sewerage 
of  the  metropolitan  district,  has  made  a  carefiil  examination  of  the 
work  of  our  engineer,  and  finds  it  to  be  well  considered  and  trust- 
worthy. Mr.  Davis  was  for  many  years  city  engineer  of  Boston* 
and  in  this  capacity  designed  and  had  charge  of  the  construction  of 
the  works  for  taking  water  from  the  Sudbury  River.  He  has  also 
been  consulting  engineer  to  the  Aqueduct  Commission  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  experts  consulted  as  to  the  pro- 
posed Quaker  Bridge  Dam. 

Dexter  Brackett,  C.E.,  has  embodied  in  two  appendices  the  re- 
sults of  observations  and  studies  to  which  he  has  devoted  many 
years. 

Another  appendix,  numbered  3,  contains  a  description  by  Des- 
mond FitzGerald,  C.E.,  of  plans  for  the  draining  of  swamps,  which 
are  now  under  consideration  for  the  improvement  of  the  Sudbury 
water-shed. 

Dr.  Drown's  paper  upon  the  influence  exercised  by  organic  matter 
in  the  soil  of  reservoirs  upon  the  water  stored  therein  has  so  much 
that  bears  upon  the  recommendations  of  this  report  that  we  again 
publish  it  in  Appendix  4. 

All  the  special  information  that  may  be  found  necessary  to  exj^lain 
or  support  the  compressed  conclusions  of  our  own  report  will  be 
supplied  by  the  valuable  reports  of  the  eminent  authorities  above 
enumerated. 

The  most  familiar  experience  of  this  part  of  the  world,  at  least  in 
the  matter  of  its  water  supplies,  has  been  the  failure  of  sources 
originally  supposed  to  be  abundant  to  properly  meet  the  wants  of 
their  respective  communities  for  any  considerable  length  of  time. 
The  plans  of  the  city  of  Boston,  beginning  with  its  first  scheme  for 
a  general  water  supply  in  the  year  1825,  have  proved  no  exception 
to  this  rule,  and  yet  this  city  has  had  the  services  of  the  ablest  men 
of  their  day. 

The  reason  for  this  constant  disappointment  is  easily  discovered. 
The  quantity  of  water  which  the  householder  of  to-day  demands  for 
the  conveniences  as  well  as  for  the  necessities  of  his  daily  life  has 
increased  beyond  all  expectation.  If  this  enlarged  quantity  can  be 
secured  without  undue  delay  and  without  such  injury  as  may  easily 
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be  made  whole,  it  is  eWdently  for  the  general  welfare  that  such 
provision  bIiouIiI  be  made ;  for  it  seems  to  us  reasonaltle  to  (.'laim 
tliat  no  small  share  in  the  improved  and  still  improving  state  of  the 
public  liealth  may  l>e  traced  to  the  measures  now  adopted  for  the 
protection  of  the  purity  of  waters  and  to  the  greater  cle.aQUness  of 
person,  clothing  and  all  surroundings  which  inevitably  result  from  a 
practically  unlimited  freedom  in  the  use  of  water.  It  is  essential, 
then,  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  amount  of  water  needed  at  the 
present  day,  with  such  forecast  as  to  future  requirements  as  can  be 
safely  made. 

It  is,  of  course,  true  that  a  compai'atively  small  amount  of  pure 
water  would  meet  all  the  demands  for  drinking  and  cooking,  and  that 
a  water  of  inferior  quality  would  answer  for  other  domestic  puriiosea 
as  well  as  for  all  municipal  requirements  and  the  demands  of  manu- 
factures ;  but  no  satisfactory  arrangement  has  as  yet  been  made  by 
which  two  kinds  of  water  can  l)e  economically  and  safely  distributed 
through  the  streets  and  buildings  of  cities  and  towns. 

It  was  discovered  by  this  Board,  some  years  since,  that  no  incon- 
siderable portion  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fevet:  found  in  certain  manu- 
facturing towns  in  this  State  was  the  result  of  the  careless  drinking 
of  a  dangerous  water,  which  is  used  in  the  mills  for  mechanical 
purijosea  only,  is  understood  to  1k>  dangerous  and  is  distinctly  so 
marked;  hut  this  inferior  water  was  still  used  by  the  operatives, 
because  it  was  sometimes  cooler,  was  tasteless,  and  generally  more 
accrssible. 

The  Board  has  hoped  that  it  might  be  possible  to  devise  some  pLin 
by  which  the  very  limited  amoimt  of  quite  pure  water  really  needed 
in  our  houses  might  \>e  secured  and  distributed ;  but  no  satisfactory 
method  has  aa  yet  suggested  itself,  nor  with  the  present  outlook  for 
an  abundaut  supply  of  very  good  water  does  such  a  plan  seem  to  be 
an  urgent  need  either  on  grounds  of  health  or  economy. 

The  average  daily  eonsumption  of  water  in  the  metropolitan  dis- 
trict for  the  year  1894  was  79,046,000  gallons,  the  average  daily 
capacity  of  the  sources  now  in  existence  for  the  supply  of  this  dis- 
trict was  only  83,700,000  gallons;  that  is  to  say,  the  average  daily 
supply  is  only  4,6S4,0O0  gallons  in  excess  of  the  attual  needs. 
Though  some  of  the  sources  of  supjdy  to  the  district  are  capable  of 
yielding  larger  quantities  of  water  than  are  at  present  furnished  (aa 
will  be  shown  in  detail  in  the  accompanying  report  of  our  engineer) , 
we  are  satisfied  that  even  a  very  thorough  development  of  all  these 
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sources  will  barely  carry  the  district  safely  through  a  year  of  unusual 
drought,  should  such  a  season  occur  before  the  date  at  which  the 
works,  hereafter  to  be  described,  can  be  put  in  condition  to  in- 
crease the  supply ;  and  this  would  be  true  even  though  the  cities  or 
towns  which  might  find  themselves  possessed  of  a  surplus  supply 
could  transfer  it  to  their  neighbor  in  want. 

The  population  of  this  metropolitan  district  was,  by  the  United 
States  census  of  1890,  844,814.  Estimates  which  have  been  care- 
fully made,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  diminution  in  rate  of  in- 
crease by  reason  of  the  depression  in  business,  place  the  population 
for  the  year  1895  at  984,301.  The  water  works  of  the  city  of 
Boston  now  supply  nearly  75  per  cent,  of  all  the  water  used  in  the 
metropolitan  district.  The  daily  average  consumption  of  those  cities 
and  towns  receiving  water  from  the  Boston  works  was  99  gallons  in 
1893,  and  the  average  for  the  entire  district  now  under  consideration 
was,  for  the  same  jear,  83  gallons.  It  seems  to  be  generally  true 
that  the  nearer  we  approach  the  centres  of  population  the  greater 
becomes  the  use  of  water ;  and,  with  the  inevitable  growth  of  Boston 
and  its  sulmrbs,  it  does  not  appear  to  us  wise  to  calculate  upon  a 
requirement  per  inhabitant  of  less  than  100  gallons  for  the  long 
period  of  years  for  which  wo  seek  a  supply. 

AVe  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  or  advisable  to  busy  ourselves 
with  the  insoluble  problem  of  the  probable  future  increase  of  popu- 
lation in  and  about  Boston.  "We  have  assumed  that  the  growth  will 
go  on  as  it  has  gone  on  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century ;  and  for 
a  population  detennined  by  such  principles  we  have  made  provision. 

While  every  effort  has  been  made  to  reconcile  the  views  of  the 
local  authorities  with  our  own  as  to  their  respective  requirements 
both  in  regard  to  quantity  and  quality  of  water  needed  and  their 
capacity  to  meet  such  demands,  the  Board  has  in  several  cases  ar- 
rived at  results  quite  different  from  those  held  by  these  authorities. 
It  is  assumed  that  no  portion  of  this  large  and  intimately  associated 
community  will  accept  for  any  length  of  time  a  water  inferior  to  that 
enjoyed  by  their  neighl>ors,  either  in  healthful  qualities  or  attractive 
appearance  and  odor ;  and  it  will  not  be  profitable  as  a  municipal 
investment  to  offer  the  stranger  seeking  a  new  home  anything  so 
essential  to  his  health  and  comfort  as  water  is,  that  shall  be  decidedly 
poorer  than  the  article  distributed  on  the  other  side  of  the  town's 
borders. 

It  has,  therefore,  been  assumed  by  us  that  the  various  communities 
under  consideration  will  take,  sooner  or  later,  the  better  water,  pro- 
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Tided  that  the  cost  of  taking  it  is  not  in  excess  or  greatly  in  excess 
of  tliat  of  an  existing  and  inferior  supply. 

It  will  also  be  found  to  be  true,  we  think,  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  the  best  wat^r  can  be  provided  for  the  district  at  a  price  per  head 
far  I>elow  that  at  which  any  municipality  within  the  district,  with 
the  exception  probably  of  Brookline,  Newton  and  Walthani,  can  sup- 
ply a  water  of  anytliing  like  an  equal  quality.  Moreover,  in  our 
opinion,  the  most  favored  locality  in  this  region  has  no  prospect  of 
obtaining  beyond  the  next  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  any  source 
of  supply  that  can  be  favorably  compared,  either  on  grounds  of 
health  or  economy,  with  the  source  to  be  lat«r  described.  It  is  by 
DO  means  certain  that  Waltham,  even  with  its  present  abundant  and 
good  supply,  can  continue  to  depend  through  a  series  of  years  upon 
water  tilt«red  uninten'uptedly  in  ever-increasing  quantities  from  a 
river  more  or  less  polluted. 

Of  the  commtmities  composing  the  metropolitan  district,  those 
using  80  per  cent,  of  the  fttll  amount  of  wat«r  will  need  tlie  metro- 
politan supply  nearly  as  soon  as  it  can  be  furnished.  It  is  probaltly 
possible  for  those  using  10  per  cent,  of  the  fiill  amount  to  extend 
their  works  so  that  they  maj'  give  them  a  supply  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years,  and  the  remaining  10  per  cent,  will  need  the 
motropolitjtn  supply  within  a  shorter  time. 

The  worka  of  distribution  h;ive  been  so  designed  that  the  first  cost 
will  1»e  increased  aa  little  as  practicable,  and  that  they  may  be  in 
condition  to  supply  these  communities  when  they  shall  need  the 
■water,  by  additions  to  the  works  first  constructed ;  but  some  expense 
must  necessarily  be  incurred  at  first,  on  aocomit  of  the  prospective 
use  by  these  communities. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  which  cities  and  towns  should  be 
included  in  the  district  to  be  formed,  a  careful  review  has  been 
nndertaken  of  all  the  lacta  within  our  reach  which  have  a  bearing 
upon  this  question, — facts  which  will  be  found  duly  stated  in  the 
subjoined  report  of  the  engineer,  Mr.  Stearns;  and  we  accordingly 
recommend  that  the  cities  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  Chelsea,  Everett, 
Lynn,  Maiden,  Medford,  Xewton,  Quincy,  Somerville,  Waltham 
•nd  Wobum,  and  the  towns  of  Arlington,  Belmont,  Brookline,  Hyde 
Park,  Lexington,  Melrose,  Milton,  Nahant,  Revere,  Saugus,  Stone- 
bam,  Swampscott,  Wakefield,  Watertown,  Winchester andWinthrop, 
twenty-eight  cities  and  towns,  containing,  in  1890,  848,012  inhabi- 
tanlii,  constitute  the  metropolitan  water  district. 
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Inasmuch  as  the  cities  of  Cambridge,  Lynn,  Newton,  Waltham 
and  Woburn,  and  the  towns  of  Brookline,  Lexington,  Nahant, 
Saugus,  Swampscott  and  Winchester,  together  containing,  in  1890, 
210,252  inhabitants,  believe  that  they  have  a  sufficient  supply  for 
some  years  to  come,  we  do  not  recommend  that  they  be  provided 
with  water  from  the  metropolitan  supply  until  they  formally  express 
their  wish  for  it.  These  municipalities  contained  about  one-fourth 
of  all  the  people  living  in  the  proposed  district  in  the  year  1890. 
We  have  no  hesitation  in  recording  our  own  belief  that  the  period 
at  which  this  supply  will  be  demanded  by  them  is  much  nearer  than 
they  now  anticipate ;  but  their  participation  in  the  scheme  is  not 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  nor  will  their  absence 
render  the  immediate  procuring  of  a  new  water  supply  any  the  less 
necessary. 

After  a  thorough  revision  of  all  the  sources  of  water  which  have 
been  suggested  or  which  we  could  discover,  we  selected  three  which 
seemed  woithy  of  critical  examination,  —  Lake  Winnipiseogee  in 
New  Hampshire,  the  Merrimack  River  above  Lowell  and  the  Nashua 
River  above  Clinton. 

Lake  Winnipiseogee  has  for  many  years  been  held  to  be  the  ideal 
of  all  that  was  needed  in  the  way  of  a  perfect  source  of  pure  water, 
and  it  is  capable  of  furnishing  an  abundant  and  excellent  supply. 
The  clear  depths  of  its  waters  and  the  apparent  freedom  from  pollu- 
tion along  its  shores,  unlike  many  of  the  artificial  reservoirs  hitherto 
constructed,  have  created  so  strong  a  popular  belief  in  its  necessary 
superiority  to  anything  artificial  that  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
direct  attention  for  a  moment  to  some  of  the  defects  to  be  found 
even  here.  The  pennanent  population  on  the  territory  draining  to 
the  lake  is  not  large,  —  35  persons  per  square  mile ;  but  the  attrac- 
tive shores  have  become  the  favorite  summer  camping-ground  of 
thousands,  and  the  amount  of  the  most  serious  forms  of  pollution 
directly  entering  the  water  of  the  lake  must  be  large  and  ever-grow- 
ing. Even  though  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  might  allow  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  water  to  be  taken  from  this  lake  for  domestic  water 
supply  within  her  own  limits,  it  is  not  probable  that  she  would  con- 
sent to  the  withdrawal  of  amounts  of  water  so  large  as  to  injure  her 
own  manufiwjturing  industries,  or  to  give  to  the  people  of  another 
State  an}'  authority  to  interfere  by  police  regulations  with  the  un- 
hampered enjoyment  by  her  own  citizens  of  her  beautiful  pleasure- 
grounds. 
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The  expense,  however,  of  constructing  a  conduit  over  the  shortest 
and  best  route  which  it  has  been  possible  to  discover,  and  for  dis- 
tributing this  water  through  the  district,  amounts  to  $34,000,000. 
This  large  sum  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  damages  inflicted  by 
the  diversion  of  water  and  charges  incident  thereto  ;  and  we  are  con- 
fident that  the  water  thus  obtained  would  have  no  greater  value  than 
supplies  which  can  be  obtained  at  much  smaller  cost  within  the  limits 
of  this  State  and  protected  by  our  own  laws. 

Examinations  have  also  been  made  with  the  view  of  taking  the 
water  of  the  Merrimack  River  above  Lowell,  subjecting  it  to  efficient 
filtration  and  bringing  it  down  into  the  metropolitan  district.  The 
quantity  of  water  that  could  be  obtained  in  this  way  and  for  this  pur- 
pose is  unlimited ;  and,  if  there  were  no  way  of  obtaining  a  better 
supply  of  water  and  one  which  was  above  suspicion,  it  would  bo 
practicable  to  introduce  water  from  that  source  at  a  cost  somewhat 
less  than  from  any  other  source  considered. 

The  estimated  cost  of  filtering  and  conveying  this  water  to  the 
metropolitan  district  is  $17,500,000 ;  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  it  will  l)e  better  to  pay  10  per  cent,  more  for  a  supply  from  a 
source  that  has  not  been  polluted.  The  experiments  carried  on  by 
this  Board  for  a  succession  of  years  at  an  experiment  station  in 
Lawrence  under  the  immediate  direction  of  H.  F.  Mills,  C.E.,  a 
member  of  this  Board,  and  the  filter  constructed  in  connection  with 
the  water  works  of  that  city,  have  shown  that  waters  as  polluted  as 
those  of  the  Merrimack  can  be  eflfectuallv  filtered  and  rendered  safe 
for  domestic  use;  but  it  is  also  true  that  filtering  areas  require 
continuous  care  on  the  part  of  well-trained  attendants,  and  that,  in 
a  few  instances  at  least,  ineflScient  administration  or  inherent  defects 
of  construction  have  allowed  disease  germs  to  pass  through  filters 
which  were  assumed,  by  good  authority,  to  be  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion. 

We  are  the  more  easily  led  to  reject  the  filtered  waters  of  the 
polluted  Merrimack  because  we  have  found  an  entirely  satisfactory 
water  in  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River  above  the  town  of 
Clinton.  We  find  that  the  conduit  of  the  Boston  water  works  was 
built  of  much  larger  capacity  than  was  needed  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  amount  of  water  to  be  derived  from  the  Sudbury  River,  being 
capable  of  taking  50,000,000  gallons  a  day  more  than  is  at  present 
supplied  to  it*  The  territory  from  which  an  additional  supply  / 
this  district  may  be  sought  is  thus  moved  out  to  the  westerly  e 
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of  this  conduit,  or  to  the  westerly  end  of  the  valley  and  reservoir 
connected  with  this  conduit. 

The  first  source  of  considerable  size  found  to  the  west  of  this 
point  is  the  above-named  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua,  which,  at  the 
town  of  Clinton,  has  a  water-shed  of  118.23  square  miles,  consisting 
of  a  sparsely  settled  district  containing  but  69  persons  to  the  square 
mile.  The  southerly  and  easterly  slopes  of  Wachusett  Mountain 
which  bound  this  territory  to  the  north  and  west  are  not  well 
ada]:>ted  to  agriculture,  and  offer  few  inducements  to  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures.  In  this  section  the  rate  of  increase  of  popu- 
lation has  been  very  slight,  and  the  distance  from  centres  of 
po])ulati()n  is  such  that  no  more  rapid  rate  of  growth  can  be  expected 
in  the  future. 

In  this  river,  a  short  distance  above  the  Lancaster  Mills  in  Clin- 
ton, a  dam  can  be  built  which  will  raise  the  water  107  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  existing  mill-pond,  and  flowing  to  the  average 
depth  of  46  feet  an  area  of  6^  square  miles,  with  its  high-water  mark 
385  feet  above  the  level  of  high  tide  in  Boston  harbor.  This  reser- 
voir will  have  a  capacity  of  63,000,000,000  gallons,  and  the  terri- 
tory dmining  into  it  will  supply,  in  a  series  of  very  dry  years, 
111,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  which,  with  the  62,000,000 
gallons  obtainable  from  the  Sudbury  and  Cochituate  water-sheds, 
will  make  the  total  capacity  of  the  combined  sources  173,000,000 
gallons,  which  is  double  the  capacity  of  all  the  sources  now  utilized 
by  the  metropolitan  district. 

Tlie  reservoir  can  be  connected  with  the  new  Reservoir  No.  5  now 
consitructintr  by  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  Sudbury  River  system. 
The  connertion  would  be  made  by  an  aqueduct  a  little  less  than  9 
miles  l()n«r,  and  an  open  channel  about  3  miles  long  following  the 
cour.so  of  an  existing  brook.  This  aqueduct  is  designed  to  be  built 
low  enoujrh  to  take  water  from  the  level  of  the  present  mill-pond  in 
Clinton  ;  so  that,  should  it  l^ecome  necessary  to  increase  the  supply 
to  tlie  metropolitan  district  before  the  dam  and  reservoir  are  com- 
pleted, the  ordinary  flow  of  the  river  could  be  brought  down  into 
the  Sudl)ury  system  as  soon  as  the  aqueduct  is  built. 

The  very  great  merit  of  the  plan  now  submitted  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact  that  this  extension  of  the  chain  of  the  metropolitan  water 
supplies  to  the  valley  of  the  Nashua  will  settle  forever  the  future 
water  policy  of  the  district,  for  a  comparatively  inexpensive  conduit 
can  be  constructed  through  to  the  vallej'  of  the  Ware  River,  and 
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beyond  the  Ware  River  lica  the  valley  of  the  Swift;  and,  in  a  future 
BO  far  distant  that  we  do  not  ventiiie  to  give  a  date  to  it,  are  portiooa 
of  the  Westtield  and  Deerfield  rivers,  capahle,  when  united,  of  fiip- 
niehing  a  supply  of  the  best  water  for  a  municipality  larger  than  any 
now  found  in  the  world. 

The  expense  of  tliiu  great  scheme  ia  comparatively  moderate, 
because  the  water-sheds  in  question  arc  sparsely  settled,  lie  among 
the  higher  regions  of  the  State,  and  are  not  likely  to  Ijecouie  the  seat 
of  manufacturing  industries.  Moreover,  all  these  sti-eams  can  bo 
brought  down  by  their  own  natural  flow  from  appropriate  reservoirs 
to  the  existing  distributing  basins  in  the  metropolitan  district. 

The  water  in  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River  is  at  present 
of  good  c|uality,  and,  with  the  small  population  upon  its  drahiage 
area,  it  will  not  be  difiicult  to  protect  it  from  impurities  in  the 
future ;  hut.  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  large  reservoir  to  l»o 
consti-ucted  will  serve  as  a  means  of  very  much  improving  the  quality 
of  the  water;  its  area  and  depth  are  so  great  that  it  will  contain,  nt 
nearly  all  stages  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold  the  water,  a  full 
year's  supply  when  double  the  quantity  now  used  in  the  metropotitnn 
district  is  drawn  from  it  and  the  Sudbury  and  C'ochituate  aivaa. 
During  the  long  period  through  which  water  remains  in  this  reservoir 
a  bleaching  and  purifying  process  will  go  on,  ivbich  will  probably 
cause  the  death  of  all  the  disease  germs  which  may  be  turned  into  it 
from  contrilfuting  streams,  and  the  water  thus  become  more  agi-eea- 
ble  to  the  sight  and  taste,  and  Im.  in  (act,  more  wholesome  than  the 
present  water  from  any  of  its  contributing  streams.  In  ortler  that 
this  may  Im  the  case,  the  Board  has  thought  best  to  increase  the 
depth  of  the  roseiToir  by  raising  the  dam,  and  to  remove  from  its 
area  the  vegetable  matter  and  soil  which  may  cover  it,  and  thus 
expend  about  $4,000,000  in  rendering  the  water  of  the  best  quality 
practicable. 

So  many  advantages  are  offered  by  larger  storage  reservoirs,  as 
compared  with  the  smaller  l)a8ina,  which  local  geographical  peculiar- 
ities have  compelled  the  metropolitan  district  to  build  hitherto,  that 
it  has  seemed  advisable  to  us  to  urge  the  completest  possible  prepay 
ration  of  this  new  reservoir. 

After  this  new  water  has  Iwen  brought  into  the  Sudbury  system, 
it  will  pass  down  into  Chestnut  Ilill  Keservoir,  where  it  will  for  the 
first  time  require  to  be  pumped  to  an  elevation  of  30  feet,  sufficient 
to  give  an  additional  head  to  the  Boston  low-service  system  aud  to 
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carry  over  to  Spot  Pond  the  supply  needed  for  the  northerly  portion 
of  the  metropolitan  district.  In  our  estimates  of  cost  a  sum  of  money 
has  been  set  aside  for  the  improvement  of  Spot  Pond,  principally 
for  removing  its  shallow  flowage,  and  we  believe  it  will  then  be  a 
valuable  distributing  reservoir  and  restored  to  its  normal  height. 

It  is  estimated  that  no  other  conduit  will  be  required  in  addition 
to  the  present  one  from  Sudbury  River  to  Chestnut  ffiU  Reservoir 
for  ten  or  more  years ;  but  before  the  end  of  this  period  it  will  be 
necessary  to  build  an  additional  conduit,  extending  from  Reservoir 
No.  5  of  the  Boston  water  works  to  a  point  in  the  town  of  Weston 
not  far  from  the  Charles  River,  at  such  a  height  that  the  water  may 
be  conveyed  in  pipes  to  Spot  Pond,  and  be  distributed  through  the 
low-service  system  in  the  metropolitan  district  by  gravity.  This 
aqueduct  will  be  13^  miles  long,  and  is  designed  to  convey 
250,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day. 

Spot  Pond  is  selected  for  a  general  distributing  reservoir  in  order 
that  the  low-service  district  may  have  a  pressure  30  or  40  feet 
greater  than  would  be  supplied  by  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir ;  this 
increased  pressure  is  rendered  necessary  in  order  to  include  large 
areas  in  the  district  which  would  be  inadequately  served  by  the 
lower  reservoir  and  by  the  custom  of  constructing^  very  high 
buildings  upon  the  low-lying  territory. 

The  method  of  distributing  the  water  over  the  metropolitan  district 
is  given  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer ;  it  is  designed  to 
supply  to  each  community  within  the  district  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  for  its  use  at  a  pressure  sufficient  for  all  requirements  within 
its  territory,  and  it  will  be  feasible  to  supply  all  the  highest  portions 
of  the  district  more  efficiently  than  at  present  from  a  much  smaller 
number  of  stations  and  at  a  much  diminished  charge  for  annual 
maintenance. 

In  considering  the  plans  for  the  proposed  reservoir  above  the 
Lancaster  Mills,  we  have  been  impressed  by  the  very  serious  changes 
which  will  be  produced  in  the  towns  of  Boylston  and  West  Boylston. 
It  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  a  very  important  objection  to  our  plan 
that  certain  mill  sites  will  be  80  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  basin, 
nor  that  the  homes  of  many  industrious  people  dependent  upon  these 
mills  for  their  living  will  be  also  submerged,  because  all  these  can  be 
paid  for,  and  an  equivalent  will  be  given,  — damages  for  which  we 
have  caused  careful  estimates  to  be  made.  But  we  have  not  deemed 
it  to  be  within  our  province  to  decide  upon  a  plan  for  making  good 
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the  many  other  losses  that  must  of  necessity  fall  upon  these  sorely 
diminished  townships,  —  the  burden  of  a  town  debt  for  which  much 
of  the  available  security  has  been  taken  away,  the  loss  of  a  near  mar- 
ket for  the  farmer  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  the  many 
other  losses  which  will  naturally  suggest  themselves.  We  can  only 
state  that  we  recognize  the  existence  of  these  losses,  that  we  believe 
some  form  of  compensation  should  be  granted,  and  that  the  benefit 
to  the  metropolitan  district  by  reason  of  a  pure  water  supply  in 
abundant  quantity  will  be  so  great  that  this  district,  which  contains 
more  than  half  the  taxable  property  of  the  State,  can  afford  to  pay 
for  all  the  injury  inflicted ;  at  the  same  time  we  must  leave  the  sug- 
gestion, even,  of  the  nature  of  the  remedy,  to  the  wisdom  of  your 
honorable  body. 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  West  Boylston  for  1894  was         .        .  (951,610 

Assessed  value  of  property  to  be  taken, 557,730 

The  total  assessed  valuation  of  Boylston  for  1894  was   ....  429,435 

Assessed  value  of  property  to  be  taken, 165,200 

In  preparing  the  estimates  for  the  cost  of  the  great  work  here 
sketched  out,  we  have  brought  to  our  assistance  the  best  expert  aid, 
and  believe  that  the  works  can  be  constructed  within  the  estimates 
which  have  been  liberally  made  with  the  usual  allowance  for  contin- 
gencies. 

It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know  that,  of  the  whole  water- 
shed of  the  Nasliua  River  above  the  city  of  Nashua  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, at  which  place  the  Nashua  enters  the  Merrimack,  the  proposed 
reservoir  cuts  off  22  per  cent. ;  but,  with  the  provision  which  is  in- 
serted in  the  draft  of  an  act  herewith  submitted  for  allowing  a  stated 
quantity  of  water  to  be  discharged  into  the  mill-pond  below  the 
reservoir  dam,  the  deprivation  of  water  will  not  be  so  extensive  as 
the  proportion  of  reservoir  water-shed  to  the  whole  water-shed  of  the 
Nashua  would  indicate. 

The  estimates  of  cost  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Steams,  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Board.  They  have  l>een  made  from  carefully  pre- 
pared designs,  and  are  intended  to  be  sufficient  to  include  the  full 
cost  of  the  completed  work. 

The  cost  of  the  works  necessary  to  supply  all  the  communities  of 
the  metropolitan  district  for  the  next  ten  years  with  the  main  part 
of  the  works  of  sufficient  capacity  for  a  long  fiiture  is  estimated  as 
follows :  — 
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ReseiToir  on  Nashua  River,  including  the  cost  of  land,  buildings  and 
water  rights  taken,  the  relocation  of  roads  and  railroads,  3ie  re- 
moval or  all  soil  from  the  site  of  the  reservoir,  the  construction  of 
dams  and  dikes  and  all  incidental  expenses,     .....      (9,105,000 

Improvement  of  the  water-shed  of  the  Nashua  River  and  of  the  Stony 
Hrook  branch  of  the  Sudbury  River  by  the  diversion  and  purifica- 
tion of  sewage  and  drainage  of  swamps, 513,000 

Aqueduct  from  the  Nashua  Kiver  to  the  Sudbury  water-shed  and  open 
channel  from  the  end  of  the  aqueduct  to  Reservoir  No.  5,      .        .        2,265,000 

Additional  forty-eight-inch  pipe  from  Dam  No.  3  to  Dam  No.  1  and 

across  the  Rosemary  valley, 78,800 

Pumping  stations  reservoirs  and  pipe  systems  for  elevating  and  dis- 
tributing water  to  adl  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  metropolitan 
district,  including  the  improvement  of  Spot  Pond,  .  5,584,000 

Damages  for  the  diversion  of  water  from  tne  Nashua  River  and  inci- 
dental damages  not  included  above, 1,500,000 

Total  first  cost  of  proposed  works  for  supplying  water  to  all  of 
the  cities  and  towns  in  the  metropolitan  district,      .        .        .    $19,045,800 

The  estimates  of  damages  for  the  diversion  of  water  from  the 
Nashua  Eiver  are  believed  by  the  Board  to  be  ample  to  cover  all 
reasonable  demands,  and  are  made  large  enough  so  that  it  is  prob- 
able that  some  of  the  more  important  can  be  settled  within  the  esti- 
mate without  litigation. 

It  is  not  proposed  in  the  driest  year  to  lower  the  water  in  the 
reservoir  more  than  sixty  feet,  and  there  will  always  be  a  great  fall 
between  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  and  in  the  aqueduct 
leading  from  it.  It  is  estimated  that  this  fall  may  be  utilized  to  fur- 
nish 1,000  horse-power  by  day  and  500  horse-power  by  night  for 
the  first  fifteen  years,  and  nearly  as  much  for  the  following  years. 

The  estimated  first  cost  of  the  proposed  works  for  supplying  water 
to  all  of  the  cities  and  •  towns  in  the  metropolitan  district  is,  as 
above  stated $19,045,800 

Within  the  next  ten  vears,  if  the  water  is  used  by  all  of  the  cities 
and  towns,  there  will  be  required  an  additional  expenditure  for  an 
aqueduct  from  Reservoir  No.  5  to  Weston,  and  for  main  pipes  and 
an  aqueduct  therefrom  to  the  existing  distributing  system  and  to 
S|>otl*ondof 4,982,000 

In  the  second  ten  years  a  further  expenditure  will  be  necessary  for 
additional  pipes  from  Weston  and  for  improving  a  portion  of  the 
Sudbury  River  water-shed,  not  included  in  the  mat  estimate,  of     .        1,300,000 

Total  expenditure  for  full  development  of  Nashua  River  source, 
and  for  a  supply  of  173,000,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  dis- 
tributed to  all  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  metropolitan 
district, $25,827,800 

After  these  twenty  years,  should  the  growth  of  the  district  be  as  esti- 
mated, additions  will  have  to  be  made  by  adding  certain  tributaries  of 
the  Assabet  River,  or  by  extending  the  works  to  the  valley  of  the  Ware 
River,  either  of  which  can  be  done  at  a  comparatively  small  cost. 
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The  annual  cost  for  interest,  sinking  fund  and  maintenance  of  the 
works  for  supplying  the  whole  district  when  the  works  are  first 
completed  is  estimated  to  be  ninety-three  cents  per  inhabitant,  and 
the  cost  will  decrease  with  the  growth  of  population. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  again  call  your  attention  to  our  pro- 
found conviction  of  the  need  of  prompt  action  in  entering  upon 
works  of  construction  which  cannot  for  years  be  completed,  and  of 
which  the  absolute  necessity  will  at  an  early  day  be  forced  upon  this 
community ;  and  we  are  confident  that  we  have  pointed  out  an  eco- 
nomical as  well  as  practicable  means  of  securing  one  of  the  most 
essential  conditions  for  healthy  human  life. 

H.  P.  WALCOTT, 
J.  W.  HASTINGS, 
H.  F.  MILLS, 
F.  W.  DRAPER, 
'  G.  C.  TOBEY, 

J.  W.  HULL, 

C.  H.  PORTER, 

BtaU  Board  of  Health. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  JOINT  BOARD 


UPOH  THB 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHARLES  RIVER. 


7b  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

in  Qenerai  Court  assembled. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  joint  board,  consisting  of  the 
Board  of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners  and  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  to  whom  was  referred,  by  chapter  476  of  the  Acts  of  1893, 
the  investigation  of  the  sanitary  condition,  and  the  preparation  of 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  beds,  shores  and  waters  of  the 
Charles  River,  between  Charles  River  bridge  and  the  Waltham  line 
on  Charles  River,  and  for  the  removal  of  any  nuisance  therefrom, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report :  — 

The  two  boards  named  in  the  act  met  for  organization  August  10, 
1893.  H.  P.  Walcott  was  elected  chairman  of  the  joint  board  and 
H.  S.  Carruth,  secretary.  At  a  later  date  F.  P.  Stearns,  C.E.,  was 
appointed  engineer  to  the  board,  and  Messrs.  Olmsted,  Olmsted  and 
Eliot  were  asked  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of  the 
river,  to  submit  a  report  thereon  and  to  prepare  a  plan  of  the  im- 
provements recommended.  Mr.  Eliot  had  been  a  member  ot  the 
Charles  River  Improvement  Commission  appointed  under  authority 
of  chapter  390  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  had  acquired  complete  familiarity 
with  the  actual  condition  of  the  river,  and  had  made,  in  a  public 
document,  valuable  suggestions  for  its  improvement.  Dr.  Robeit 
W.  Greenleaf  of  Boston  was  asked  to  make  a  sanitary  survey  of  the 
district  designated  in  the  act. 

The  members  of  the  board  have  personally  examined  the  river  and 
its  banks  at  many  times  and  under  various  conditions.  They  have 
-carefully  considered  the  reports  made  to  them  by  the  experts  em- 
ployed, and  have  reached  the  following  conclusions. 
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The  position  of  the  Charles  River,  in  its  relation  to  the  metropol- 
itan district,  has  necessarily  a  very  great  influence  upon  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  people  living  in  its  vicinity.  So  long  as  the 
stream  was  comparatively  unpolluted  its  banks  were  occupied  at 
eligible  sites  by  dwellings  of  the  better  sort.  The  increase  of  pollu- 
tion and  the  consequent  nuisance  occasioned  by  it  have  driven  from 
the  banks  those  who  could  afford  to  establish  new  homes  in  more 
attractive  regions,  and  the  places  of  these  have  been  taken  by  a  pop- 
ulation less  sensitive  because  they  cannot  afford  to  avoid  offensive 
surroundings,  or  by  manufactories  that  seek  the  stream  for  commer- 
cial advantage  or  to  be  at  a  distance  from  neighbors  likely  to  com- 
plain of  offensive  processes  incident  to  the  business  carried  on.  Even 
in  those  portions  of  the  river  where  the  vast  quantities  of  salt  water 
brought  in  by  the  tide  so  far  diminish  the  degree  of  pollution  that 
offensive  odors  are  not  observed  except  at  low  tide  and  in  conse- 
quence of  local  causes,  and  where  some  of  the  finest  residences  of 
the  Back  Bay  district  of  the  city  of  Boston  are  to  be  found,  —  even 
here  the  river  has  ceased  to  be  a  welcome  neighbor  except  so  far  as 
the  views  to  the  distant  hills  to  the  north  and  west  are  enhanced  by 
the  water  in  the  not  too  near  foreground,  a  foreground  consisting  of 
a  poorly  kept  alleyway  behind  a  line  of  unsightly  sheds  and  stables 
situated  at  the  rear  of  the  lots  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon  Street,  a 
rude  stone  wall,  upon  which  grow  tufts  of  seaweed  and  unsightly 
grasses,  holding  as  sponges  do  the  floating  putrescible  materials  that 
come  in  contact  with  them,  and  at  the  base  of  the  wall,  at  low 
tide,  a  muddy  expanse  of  many  acres,  marred  by  rubbish  of  every 
description. 

So  many  of  the  great  cities  of  the  world  have  made  use  of  the 
banks  of  rivers  and  basins  as  sites  for  their  finest  public  and  private 
buildings  and  ornamental  grounds  that  we  cannot  escape  from  the 
conviction  that  the  disinclination  to  so  use  the  Charles  River  within 
the  limits  under  consideration  rests  either  upon  nuisances  already  in 
existence  or  the  apprehension  of  danger  to  health.  The  river  runs 
through  the  very  centre  of  the  metropolis  and  upon  its  shores  should 
naturally  be  placed  its  most  attractive  structures,  its  monuments  and 
its  finest  dwellings.  It  does  not  seem  appropriate  that  this  terri- 
tory, so  favored  by  position,  lying  at  the  very  heart  of  our  great  city 
and  upon  the  borders  of  a  stream  not  necessarily  offensive,  should 
be  condemned  to  its  pi'esent  ignoble  and  noxious  uses.  If  any 
streams  or  any  low  lands  are  to  be  so  used  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston 
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Fit  would  be  well  that  they  should  be  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
(centre.  An  enuiuemtion  of  the  people  who  are  actually  resident 
InpoQ  the  territory  which  lies  within  a  distance  nf  two  miles  upon 
I  either  bank  of  the  river,  throughout  the  district  now  under  consider- 
Ifition,  shows  a  population  of  not  less  than  500,000.  Here  in  the 
I  future  will  probably  be  found,  as  now,  the  bulk  of  the  metropolitan 
I  population. 

The  banks  of  the  river  and  the  exposed  flats  have  become  from 
year  to  year  more  offensive  until,  on  certain  portions  of  the  river, 
the  people  living  near  the  stream  have  been  exposed  to  the  disagree- 
able and  probably  injurious  emanations  therefrom.  So  far  reaching 
had  this  nuisance  become  that  during  the  summer  of  1802  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  territory  of  Old  Cambridge  was  subject  to  its 
influence,  and  a  petition  was  addressed  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
signed  by  hundreds  of  householders,  and  by  nearly  all  the  practising 
physicians  of  that  portion  of  the  tity,  praying  that  some  relief  might 
bo  given  from  a  condition  of  things  believed  to  be  positively  injuri- 
b'OQs  to  health,  and  known  to  be  so  offensive  that  windows  had  to  be 
Itiosed  during  the  period  of  low  tide  in  the  river. 

The  medical  profession  believes  that  the  gases  arising  from  decom- 

tposing  organic  materials  are  injurious  to  health ;  it  has  not   been 

teroved,   however,  that  these  gases  do  produce  some  one   distinct 

Ifeease,  but  rather  that  the  continued  breathing  of  them  lowers  the 

Kivital  resistance  and  predisposes  the  person  exposed  to  them  to  dis- 

nses  of  various  kinds  and  all  degrees  of  severity.     But  even  if  the 

Kthysicians  are  in  error  Jo  believing  such  emanations  to  be  a  danger 

[lo  health,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  owners  of  lands  or  houses  on 

fdie  borders  of  such  foul  smelling  streams  suffer  a  pecuniary  loss  in 

ttie  diminished  value  of  their   property,  a   loss   from   which  they 

should  be  protected  if  it  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

In  recent  years  it  has  been  thought  that  the  steady  progress  of 
malaria  in  the  valley  of  the  Charles  has  had  a  very  close  connection 
with  the  increasing  pollution  of  the  stream  ;  the  careful  examination 
into  this  subject  by  Dr.  Greenleaf  does  not  show,  however,  that  the 
Cfises  of  malaria!  fever  have  been  in  such  near  connection  with  the 
river  as  to  make  it  probable  that  the  contaminations  of  its  waters  have 
nd  any  direct  influence  upon  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Green- 
»f,  ia  the  course  of  a  house-to-house  survey  of  the  district  adjoining 
I  river,  did,  indeed,  discover  cases  of  malarial  fever,  but  a  satia- 
bctory  explanation  of  their  occuiTence  was  almost  invariably  found, 
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either  in  local  conditions  not  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  river, 
or  else  by  exposure  of  the  affected  individuals  in  localities  known  to 
have  become  malarial  in  recent  years.  His  observations  lead  to  the 
same  conclusions  in  this  inquiry  that  other  competent  authorities 
have  drawn  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  that  the  most  important  condi- 
tion to  be  sought  for  defence  against  the  malarial  infection  is  a  thor- 
ough drainage  of  the  soil,  together  with  a  maintenance  of  the  water 
contained  therein  at  an  unchanged  level. 

Two  plans  occur  to  us  for  the  relief  of  the  conditions  thus  briefly 
sketched,  assuming  in  both  cases  that  the  Metropolitan  Sewerage 
System,  now  nearly  completed,  will  remove  the  more  serious  forms 
of  pollution :  — 

First.  To  dredge  all  flats  now  exposed,  and  to  continue  the 
embankment  constructed  in  the  substantial  and  attractive  form  used 
by  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  Charlesbank,  ultimately  carrying  this 
construction  through  the  whole  length  of  the  estuary  and  upon  both 
banks. 

Second.  To  maintain  the  water  in  the  river  through  a  greater  or 
less  length  in  its  course  at  a  permanent  high  level  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dam. 

The  objections  to  the  first  plan  are  these  :  While  the  river  would 
rise  and  fall  against  a  vertical  wall,  thus  exposing  the  smallest  pos- 
sible surface  at  the  banks,  even  this  surface  would  soon  become 
defaced  by  growths  more  or  less  offensive,  as  has  already  happened 
to  the  recently  constructed  walls  in  the  Charles  River  basin.  The 
embankment  would  be  many  miles  in  length,  would  entail  very 
extensive  fillings  of  low  lands  in  order  to  render  such  lands  available 
for  any  public  use  or  profitable  private  occupation,  and  the  general 
effect  would  not  be  pleasing  to  the  eye,  except  when  the  water  is  at 
or  near  high  tide,  and  lastly,  the  difficulties  of  the  construction  of 
walls  on  account  of  poor  foundation  and  their  great  expense  would 
preclude  for  the  present  at  least  the  building  of  them. 

Having  a  due  regard  to  the  imperative  need  of  some  measure  of 
relief  in  this  valley,  it  does  not  seem  safe  to  longer  delay  the  adop- 
tion of  a  sufficient  remedy,  and  we  therefore  recommend  the  second 
plan,  the  erection  of  a  dam  high  enough  to  keep  even  extreme  tides 
out  of  the  basin  and  the  maintenance  of  the  water  at  a  permanent 
level,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  our  engineer,  F.  P.  Stearns, 
C.E.,  herewith  presented. 

The  place  selected  for  the  dam  is  about  600  feet  above  Craigie's 
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I  bridge,    where  the  river  is  not  more  than   1,100  feet  wide.     The 
I  details  of  this  structuie  have  been  so  thoroughly  considered  that  we 
I  confidently  believe  that  it  will  answer  the  purjwses  for  which  it  Is 
I  designed,  the  maintenance  of  a  nearly  poruianent  level  at  all  tinier, 
I  und  no  greater  interference  with  commerce  than  would  be  produced 
I  by  the  operation   of  a  drawbridge,  —  indeed,  not  so  much,  should 
I  the    drawbridge    happen  to   lie    on   the    line    of  a    railroad.     Pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  a  lock  in  the  dam  capable  of  receiving 
the  largest  vessels  used  upon  the  river;  and  it  is  obvious  that  com- 
merce directed  to  the  upper  portions  of  the  stream  would  gaiu  much 
from  the  power  to  ascend  the  river  independently  of  the  rise  and  fall 
I  of  the  tide.     Vessels  which  might  have  occasion  to  be  moored  ut  the 
I  wharves  on  the  river  above  the  dam  would  find  in  this  new  condition 
of  things  the  great  advantage  of  floating  at  all  times.     How  great 
this  gain  would  be  can  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that  the  river 
I  bed  is  practically  exposed  at  the  United  States  Arsenal  at  Water- 
I  town  at  low  tide. 

Estimates  have  been  made  for  a  dam  to  be  100  feet  in  width,  and 

I  there  would  thus  be  provided  a  foundation  for  another  roadway  into 

[  the  city  of  Boston  from  East  Cambridge  and  the  country  beyond  of 

1  permanent  character,  a  means  of  approach  to  the  city  likely  to  be  much 

needed  when  the  time  comes  for  the  reconstruction  of  Craigie's  bridge. 

The  landscape  architect  would  also  be  .ibte  to  connect  this  structure 

with  the  public  lands  on  both  banks  of  the  river  by  such  additional 

fillings  and  rounding  of  the  corners  as  would  materially  increase  the 

■  area  of  these  grounds  and  add  new  features  of  attraction. 

We  cannot  convince  ourselves  that  the  harbor  will  be  noticeably 

I  injured  by  the  loss  of  the  large  quantities  of  water  discharged  by  the 

(■outgoing  tide.     The  opinions  of  the  experts  who  have  from  time  to 

I'time  examined  the  harbor  have  in  recent  years  been  considerably 

modified,  possibly  in  view  of  the  unimpaired  value  of  the  harbor, 

notwithstanding  the  great  decrease  in  the  water  areas  of  the  Charles 

River  and  other  basins.     If  the  river  below  the  site  of  tlie  dam  is 

only  to  serve  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  waters  of  the  Charles  and 

Miller's  rivers  to  the  sea,  such  diminution  of  its  area  as  has  already 

taken  place  will  be  of  little  consequence,  for  a  smaller  channel  than 

\  the  present  would   be  aulitcieut  to  carry  all   that  the  Charles  River 

I  alone  could  ever  empty  into  it. 

The  more  certain  formation  of  ice  on  the  basin  created  by  the 
Inm  ought  not,  in  the  absence  of  any  considerable  amount  of  winter 
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commerce  on  the  Churles,  to  be  anything  but  favorable  to  the  use  of 
this  stretch  of  several  miles  of  river  for  skating,  one  of  the  best  of 
winter  exercises  and  sports.  The  probable  more  ready  freezing  of 
the  channel  of  Boston  Harbor  below  the  dam  would  be  an  incon- 
venience if  the  constant  movement  of  tugs  and  ferry  boats  were  not 
quite  certain  to  break  up  the  ice  almost  as  soon  as  formed. 

The  fear  is  often  expressed  that  such  basins  as  this  may  become, 
by  reason  of  an  insufficient  current  and  the  accumulation  of  organic 
matter  in  them,  sources  of  nuisance  and  a  menace  to  the  public 
health.  The  statistics  contained  in  the  engineer's  report  show  that 
there  will  be  a  very  considerable  movement  of  this  sheet  of  water, 
and  with  the  improvement  in  the  quality  likely  to  follow  the  opera- 
tion of  the  new  metropolitan  sewer  but  little  danger  of  such  con- 
tamination of  the  water  or  such  accumulation  of  filth  on  the  bottom 
of  the  basin  as  could  produce  offensive  smells  or  conditions  dangerous 
to  health.  But  should  the  unexpected,  nevertheless,  happen,  the 
openings  in  the  dam  would  easily  allow  of  the  admission  of  such 
quantities  of  salt  water  as  would  keep  the  basin  in  a  perfectly  satis- 
factory condition  by  establishing  in  it  a  very  considerable  circulation 
at  each  tide.  We  are  fortunately,  however,  not  without  examples  of 
basins  quite  similar  to  this,  situated  also  in  the  midst  of  large  popu- 
lations, and  in  the  most  conspicuous  example,  the  world-renowned 
Alster  Basin,  the  water  park  of  the  city  of  Hamburg,  there  is  no 
means  of  introducing  any  water  beyond  that  flowing  in  the  compara- 
tively insignificant  Alster.  This  basin  is  very  shallow  and  has  a 
muddy  bottom,  but  is  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  private  houses 
of  this  flourishing  and  wealthy  port,  and  the  water  surface  of  the 
basin  and  its  shores  constitute  the  most  frequented  places  of  i*esort 
in  the  city.  During  the  terrible  cholera  epidemic  of  1892,  when 
Hamburg  suftcred,  as  few  European  cities  ever  have  suflered,  from 
this  pestilence,  the  wards  in  which  lie  the  Alster  Basins  showed  the 
lowest  (lonth  rates  in  the  city.  We  do  not  intend  to  say  that  cholera 
spreads  only  where  there  is  filth,  but  it  is  true  that  the  conditions 
among  which  it  finds  its  widest  extension  are  those  of  unsanitary 
surroundings. 

There  is  no  question  probably  in  the  mind  of  any  sanitary  observer 
that  a  river  of  moderately  pure  water  flowing  at  a  constant  level  be- 
tween clean  banks  is  much  to  be  preferred  to  a  similar  stream  which 
is  subject  to  a  rise  and  fall  of  many  feet  twice  in  the  twenty-four 
hours.     Streams  of  the  latter  description  constantly  deposit  upon 
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the  banks  the  material  floating  on  the  surface,  material  that  occa- 
sions little  offence  while  surrounded  and  satumted  with  water,  but 
rapidly  decays  when  exposed  to  the  sun  and  air  upon  the  shores  of 
the  river. 

Whatever  care  may  be  taken  of  the  Charles  River  in  the  time  to 
come,  if  it  remain  an  estuary,  there  is  no  doubt  in  our  minds  that 
the  banks,  sloping  as  now  to  the  stream,  will  be  more  or  less  a 
nuisance ;  dwellings  will,  so  far  as  possible,  not  be  erected  in  its 
neighborhood,  or,  if  they  are  built  here,  will  be  of  the  sort  which 
are  compelled  to  seek  undesirable,  consequently  cheap,  hind.  A 
population  will  be  established  here  which  will  resist  most  obstinately 
and  naturally  the  destruction  of  their  homes,  and  one  more,  and  per- 
haps the  greatest,  opportunity  to  permanently  improve  the  incom- 
parable situation  of  Boston  and  its  suburbs  will  have  passed  away. 

In  order  to  protect  the  low-lying  portions  of  the  territory  within 
the  valley  of  this  portion  of  the  Charles  River,  it  has  seemed  advis- 
able to  us  to  make  the  permanent  level  in  this  basin  somewhat  lower 
than  that  of  ordinary  high  tides.  The  level  which  seems  most 
advantageous  is  that  of  two  feet  and  six  inches  below  such  tides. 
It  is  well  known  that  exceptionally  high  tides  have  done  much  injury 
throughout  the  estuary  of  the  river,  both  by  flooding  and  by  inter- 
ference with  sewers,  and  we  may  reasonably  expect  that  still  more 
will  be  occasioned  on  account  of  the  increased  occupation  of  these 
low  lands  whenever  we  again  have  such  tides  as  that  which  occurred 
at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  Minot's  Ledge  light-house  in 
1851,  or,  indeed,  tides  of  much  lower  height.  The  forlorn  marshes 
that  now  border  upon  the  river  would  become,  without  the  expendi- 
ture on  them  of  a  dollar,  fertile  meadows,  scarcely  needing  treatment 
to  become  attractive  places  for  recreation ;  and  capable,  with  treat- 
ment, of  becoming  scenes  of  great  beauty,  as  the  designs  of  the 
landscape  architects  so  clearly  show.  Some  solicitude  has,  in  recent 
yeare,  been  manifested  in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  piles  npon 
which  are  placed  the  foundations  of  so  many  valuable  buildings  in  the 
Back  Bay  district  of  Boston.  The  maintenance  of  a  basin  at  a  con- 
stant level  considerably  above  that  at  which,  by  city  ordinance,  these 
piles  are  cut  off  will  probably  increase  the  security  of  such  substruct- 
ures. We  believe  that  the  amount  of  organic  or  putrescibic  material 
at  present  deposited  on  the  banks  and  bed  of  the  river  need  not  pre- 
sent any  serious  obstacle  to  the  carrying  out  of  this  plan.  The 
completion  of  the  whole  design  will  be  a  matter  of  years,  the  addi- 
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tioii  of  the  most  serious  kind  of  pollution,  sewage,  will  cease, 
probably,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  the  narrowing  of  the  stream  in  the 
present  basin  is  rapidly  going  on,  with  consequent  dimunition  of 
deposit,  and  whatever  remains  after  this  will  be  profitably  removed 
to  the  banks  of  the  stream  for  such  fillings  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prepare  the  river  for  its  new  functions. 

Whatever  plan  is  adopted  for  the  future  treatment  of  the  river,  it 
seems  to  us  essential  that  all  the  lands  indicated  on  the  plan  pre- 
sented by  the  landscape  architects  should  be  at  once  acquired.  The 
mere  fact  that  it  was  public  property  would  alone,  we  think,  improve 
the  value  of  all  the  adjoining  lands  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  the 
purchase  a  wise  business  transaction. 

The  lowering  of  the  grade  of  the  water  in  the  proposed  basin  below 
high  tide  would  help  the  city  of  Cambridge  to  an  easier  solution  of  a 
question  which  will  sooner  or  later  require  the  expenditure  of  large 
sums  of  money.  The  freight  line  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
to  East  Boston  now  crosses  all  the  main  roads  leading  from  Cam- 
bridge to  Boston.  A  separation  of  grades,  when  this  becomes 
necessary,  will  be  very  expensive ;  depressing  the  railroad  tracks  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  allow  the  streets  to  remain  unchanged  is  impos- 
sible ;  the  present  grade  of  the  railroad  crossing  on  Main  Street, 
Cambridgeport,  is  about  six  feet  above  ordinary  high  tide.  When 
the  water  level  in  this  basin  is  reduced  by  two  feet  and  a  half  it  is 
clear  that  a  lowering  of  the  tracks  can  then  be  made,  which  will  very 
materially  reduce  the  cost  of  elevating  the  half  dozen  or  more  much 
travelled  avenues  now  crossing  the  railroad  at  grade. 

We  now  call  your  attention  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  landscape 
architects  (page  36  of  this  report).  Your  board  has  not  thought  it 
advisable,  at  the  present  time,  to  recommend  any  additional  taking 
of  land  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  river  below  West  Boston  bridge. 
Cambridge  has  recently  acquired  an  extensive  water  front  between 
West  Boston  and  Craigie's  bridges  for  park  purposes,  but  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  this  frontage  are  occupied  for  commercial  uses,  and 
have  <iuite  recently  been  improved  by  the  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money.  The  consequent  enhancement  of  value  leads  us  not  to 
approve  of  this  recommendation  of  our  landscape  architects,  the 
more  especially  as  the  strip  of  land  taken  by  the  city  of  Cambridge 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  acquired  with  the  intention  of  making 
it  a  portion  of  a  continuous  parkway. 

By  chapter  435  of  the  Acts  of  1893  permission  has  already  been 
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given  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  construct  on  her  side  of  the  Charles 
River,  beginning  at  West  Boston  bridge  and  ending  at  the  Back  Bay 
Fens,  an  embankment  of  a  width  not  to  exceed,  in  the  rear  of  Beacon 
Street,  one  hundred  feet,  but  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  filling 
thus  made  **  shall  not  be  used  for  building  purposes,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  than  for  ornamental  grounds  and  a  parkway." 

The  description  in  this  act  of  the  line  to  be  followed  in  making 
the  filling  of  the  first  section  of  the  proposed  embankment,  that  from 
West  Boston  bridge  to  the  rear  of  Beacon  Street,  provides  a  broader 
margin  than  seems  to  us  necessary  on  this  side  of  the  basin.  We 
propose  that  so  much  of  the  act  as  relates  to  the  filling  on  the  east- 
erly side  of  the  basin  and  in  continuation  of  the  Charlesbank  be  so 
amended  that  the  filling  authorized  shall  not  exceed  150  feet  until 
the  intersection  with  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  harbor  line  at  the 
southerly  line  of  Mt.  Vernon  Street ;  thence  continuing  southerly 
and  westerly  on  a  curved  line  to  the  embankment  in  the  rear  of 
Beacon  Street,  to  be  hereafter  described. 

It  may  fairly  be  inferred  from  a  careful  examination  of  Plates 
yill.  and  IX.  that  the  owners  of  estates  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon 
Street  west  of  Otter  Street  have  no  very  great  interest  in  the  appear- 
ance of  their  houses  and  outbuildings  as  seen  from  the  basin  or 
the  bridges  crossing  it.  Whether  this  new  basin  will  be  attractive 
enough  to  induce  the  owners  of  these  properties  to  so  far  change 
the  external  appearances  of  their  houses  as  to  make  them  worthy 
adjuncts  to  the  superb  location  offered  to  them  is  a  question  which 
we  find  it  difiScult  to  answer.  And  yet  upon  the  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion really  depends  the  solution  of  one  of  the  most  serious  problems 
in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the  basin.  We  believe  that 
this  water  park,  if  formed  in  accordance  with  the  plans  submitted, 
deserves  surroundings  of  a  character  equally  dignified  and  attractive 
with  itself. 

Two  views  of  the  problem  present  themselves  to  us  :  — 

First.  To  advise  the  filling,  to  the  north  of  the  passaj^eway  in 
rear  of  Beacon  Street,  of  a  wider  strij)  than  that  of  100  feet  now 
authorized  by  chapter  435  of  the  acts  of  1893,  but  not  to  exceed 
150  feet ;  in  the  expectation  that  gradually  the  hoped-for  improve- 
ment in  the  abutting  estates  will  be  effected. 

Second.  To  recommend  the  construction  of  a  wider  embankment 
than  that  provided  for  by  existing  legislation,  in  order  that  a  portion 
of  the  land  so  filled  may  be  prepared  for  building  sites. 
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After  due  deliberation  we  have  concluded  to  present  a  plan  for 
your  consideration  in  accordance  with  the  second  view  above  stated. 

It  does  not  seem  probable  to  us  that  the  houses  now  standing  on 
Beacon  Street  below  Otter  Street  are  likely  to  be  adapted  to  the 
surroundings  of  the  new  basin ;  the  large  sums  of  money  already 
spent  upon  their  Beacon  Street  fronts  would  seem  to  preclude  the 
change  ;  moreover,  these  fronts  to  the  south  have  always  commanded 
higher  prices  than  similar  lots  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and 
the  preference  will  undoubtedly  be  maintained.  But  it  does  seem 
to  us  essential  that  the  houses  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  basin 
should  also  front  upon  it,  not  only  for  the  adornment  of  the  basin, 
but  also  for  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  to  it  from  the  better  polic- 
ing and  care  which  all  public  grounds  receive  when  the  neighboring 
householders  walk  through  them  habitually,  or  constantly  have  them 
under  view.  The  back  alley  which  now  runs  along  the  border  of 
Charles  River  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  Street  would  undoubtedly  be 
well  kept  and  inviting,  where  it  is  now  neglected  and  repulsive,  if 
the  owners  of  the  adjacent  properties  ever  themselves  made  use  of  it. 

The  sale  of  the  land  prepared  for  building  sites,  if  carried  on  as 
successfully  as  such  transactions  have  hitherto  been  by  the  Common- 
wealth, would  yield  a  large  sum  of  money  to  be  devoted  to  the 
repayment  of  the  expenses  of  improvements  herein  recommended. 

We,  therefore,  propose  that,  instead  of  a  strip  of  ornamental 
ground  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  Street  of  a  width  not  to  exceed  100 
feet,  provision  be  made  by  which  the  Board  of  Harbor  and  Land 
Commissioners  may  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  filled  a  space  to  the 
north  of  the  present  wall  in  the  rear  of  Beacon  Street  not  to  ex- 
ceed 300  feet  in  distance  therefrom  and  extending  in  a  line  parallel 
therewith  to  the  westerly  line  of  the  Back  Bay  Fens.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  width  of  this,  immediately  to  the  north  of  the 
existing  alleyway,  to  be  filled  to  a  grade  proper  for  house  lots,  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  needed  for  streets  and  public  open  spaces 
to  be  reserved  and  the  remainder  to  be  sold.  The  money  received 
therefor  to  constitute  a  fund,  from  which  shall  be  defrayed  the  cost 
of  building  the  dam,  making  the  necessary  fillings,  and  of  such 
other  ex[>enses  as  may  result  from  carrying  out  the  plan  of  improve- 
ments herewith  submitted.  The  remaining  strip  of  180  feet  in 
breadth  to  be  prepared  in  accordance  with  designs  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  to  be  used  only  for  park- 
ways and  ornamental  grounds. 
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•It  will  be  noticed  that  wc  recommend  a  somewhat  wider  strip  in 
the  rear  of  Beacon  Street  between  the  building  line  and  the  water 
than  is  designated  on  the  plan  of  the  landscape  architects.  We  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  wider  belt  of  trees  and  shrubs  than 
has  been  thought  by  them  to  be  necessary.  Though  the  rapidly 
approaching  use  of  the  opposite  Cambridge  shore  for  building  pur- 
poses will  have  a  tendency  to  break  the  force  of  strong  winds  from  the 
northwest,  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  plantation,  if  only  of  shrubs  and 
small  trees,  to  still  further  diminish  their  force.  The  shore  line  of  the 
basin  above  the  Back  Bay  Fens  and  up  to  the  Cottage  Farm  bridge 
on  the  Boston  side  of  the  river  should  also,  in  our  opinion,  be  moved 
to  the  north.  Whether  the  additional  territory  so  gained  should  be 
used  partly  for  new  building  sites  or  for  purely  ornamental  grounds 
has  been  a  subject  of  some  difference  of  opinion  between  your  com- 
mission and  the  landscape  architects.  The  latter  advise  the  creation 
of  new  building  lots  in  addition  to  the  ornamental  grounds.  We 
think  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  narrow  the  stream  at  this  point  fur- 
ther than  may  be  necessary  for  procuring  the  ornamental  grounds 
alone.  Our  recommendation  is  that  the  harbor  line  be  removed  to 
the  north  a  distance  of  150  feet,  from  the  Back  Bay  Fens  to  the  new 
bridge  drawn  upon  the  plan,  and  above  this  bridge  gradually  narrow- 
ing till  it  reaches  a  width  of  50  feet  at  the  Cottage  Farm  bridge ; 
that  this  new  territory  be  connected  with  the  filling  in  the  rear  of 
Beacon  Street  by  appropriate  curves,  and  be  prepared  for  park  uses 
by  the  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners  in  accordance  with  plans 
prepared  by  the  Park  Commissioners. 

With  the  exceptions  thus  noted  we  are  in  cordial  agreement  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  landscape  architects,  whose  advice  we 
have  sought,  and  therefore  urge  the  prompt  acquisition  of  all  the 
lands  indicated  upon  their  plan,  by  means  of  legislation  similar  to 
that  already  employed  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners 
under  authority  of  chapter  407  of  Acts  of  1893. 

We  are  aware  that  some  of  the  changes  which  have  been  advised 
by  us  may  meet  with  much  opposition  from  those  who  have  interests 
in  the  houses  on  the  noilhern  side  of  Beacon  Street  below  Otter 
Street.  We  have,  therefore,  endeavored  to  ascertain  whether  this 
situation  had  a  value  that  could  bo  measured  by  the  valuations  on 
the  books  of  the  assessors  of  the  city.  A  result  of  the  comparison 
of  relative  values  on  three  of  the  ])rincipal  residential  streets  of  the 
Back  Bay  is  here  given. 
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Assessed  Value  of  Land  on  Back  Bay  Streets j  excluding  Comer  Lots, 


Blo<*k. 


Name  of  Street. 


Arlington  St.  to  Berkeley  St., 
Arlington  St.  to  Berkeley  St., 
Arlington  St.  to  Berkeley  St., 
Dartmouth  St.  to  Ex(*ter  St., 
Dartmouth  St.  to  Exeter  St , 
Dartmouth  St.  to  Exeter  St., 


Commonwealth  Ave.,  • 
Marlborough  St., 
Beacon  St., .  .  .  ' 
Commonwealth  Ave.,  ! 
Marllx)rough  St.,  .  | 
Beacon  St., . 


$6  58     $8  36 


4 
5 
6 
4 
4 


45 
00 
03 
05 
48 


4  75 

5  75 
8  03 

4  40 

5  50 


o 

3 


180 
107 
116 
133 
110 
120 


It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  difference  in  values,  excluding 
corner  lots,  between  the  two  sides  of  these  three  streets,  respec- 
tively, while  somewhat  greater  on  Beacon  Street  than  on  Marlborough 
Street,  is  much  less  on  Beacon  Street  than  on  Commonwealth  Avenue. 
The  Beacon  Street  lots  are  deeper  than  those  on  Commonwealth 
Avenue,  and,  perhaps,  have  a  somewhat  smaller  value  per  square 
foot  on  this  account  than  they  would  otherwise  have,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  owners  of  houses  on  the  north  side  of  Beacon 
Street  are  enabled  to  have  stables  on  their  own  lots.  When  we 
consider  the  hardships  that  may  appear  to  be  inflicted  upon  owners 
of  property  on  the  water  side  of  Beacon  Street,  who  will  lose  the 
views  over  the  river  and  the  direct  action  of  the  breezes  from  over 
the  water  surfaces,  we  have  also  to  remember  the  many  thousands 
who  will  enjoy  this  breathing  place  and  the  attractive  shores  during 
the  four  months  or  more  when  the  houses  on  Beacon  Street  are 
deserted  by  their  owners. 

What  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  created  by  this  improvement 
would  be  we  do  not  venture  to  estimate ;  opinions  of  those  familiar 
with  such  matters  vary  widely ;  one  or  two  persons  have  even 
assciled  that  the  land  would  have  no  value  above  the  cost  of  the 
tilling ;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  city  of  Boston  already  has  under  con- 
sideration the  making  of  an  embankment,  as  provided  for  by  chapter 
435  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  we  have  only  to  estimate  the  expense  of 
filling  a  strip  120  feet  wide.  This  admits  of  accurate  calculation, 
and  could  be  done  for  less  than  fifty  cents  a  square  foot.  Whether 
the  new  land  would  have  a  greater  value  than  this  is  a  question 
which  all  would  answer,  we  think,  in  the  affirmative. 

The  lowest  value  of  the  new  land,  estimated  by  those  who  have 
attached  any  value  to  it,  is  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the 
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dam  and  the  making  of  the  land.  If  some  of  the  higher  estimates 
were  taken  it  might  safely  be  assumed  that  all  the  land  which  is 
included  in  the  taking  recommended  for  metropolitan  park  purposes 
could  be  procured  without  inflicting  any  burden  upon  the  metropolitan 
district. 

Mayor  Mathews,  in  an  inaugural  address  delivered  in  the  year 
1891,  before  the  city  council  of  Boston,  used  the  following  words  :  — 

We  have  in  this  basin  the  opportunity  for  making  the  finest  water  park 
in  any  city  in  the  country ;  an  opportunity  which  should  be  grasped  before 
it  is  too  late. 

The  eventual  solution  of  this  whole  problem  should,  I  think,  be  an  imita- 
tion of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  city  of  Hamburg,  under  similar  circam- 
Btances.  We  should  dam  up  the  stream  at  the  narrowest  point  between 
Charlestown  and  Boston,  and  lay  out  a  series  of  parks  and  boulevards 
along  the  basin  thus  created. 

We  have  incorporated  in  this  report  copies  of  photographs  show- 
ing various  aspects  of  the  Alster  Basin  in  Hamburg.  They  tell  their 
story  so  eflFectively  that  minute  description  is  hardly  needed.  Ham- 
burg lies  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Elbe,  at  a  distance  of  seventy  miles 
from  the  German  Ocean,  and  is  the  most  important  commercial  city 
of  the  German  Empire.  The  population  of  the  city  and  suburbs 
exceeds  600,000.  The  climate  is  harsh  and  fully  as  much  exposed 
to  cold  and  disagreeable  winds  as  Boston  is.  The  thermometer  does 
not  indicate  so  low  degrees  of  temperature,  but  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  cities  in  this  regard  is  not  very  great.  In  former 
times  the  Alster  was  a  small  stream  flowing  through  the  centre  of  the 
city  and  entering  the  Elbe  at  right  angles  to  the  hitter's  course.  At 
the  entrance  of  the  Alster  into  the  Elbe  an  estuary  was  formed  which 
sheltered  the  small  vessels  engaged  in  the  commerce  of  those  days. 

With  the  growth  of  the  city  larger  and  more  convenient  docks 
were  formed  on  the  Elbe ;  and  the  formation  of  the  Alster  Basin 
was  begun  at  a  point  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  entrance  of  the 
Alster  into  the  Elbe  ;  dams  across  the  stream  were  constructed  with 
suitable  contrivances  for  the  passage  of  mastless  vessels. 

Constant  improvements  have  been  going  on  in  this  water  park, 
some  the  results  of  the  needs  of  a  growing  city  and  some  from  efforts 
to  increase  the  attractions  of  the  basin  and  its  borders.  There  are 
two  basins,  an  upper  and  a  lower,  separated  by  the  bridge  shown  in 
Plate  No.  III. 
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The  views  Nos.  I.  and  H.  present  scenes  upon  the  lower  basin. 
About  this  are  ranged  some  of  the  finest  of  the  private  houses,  the 
principal  hotels,  and  such  shops  as  are  usually  found  in  the  better 
quarters  of  a  city. 

Plate  IV.  is  a  view  across  a  portion  of  the  upper  basin,  looking 
into  the  city  and  towards  the  bridge  which  separates  the  two  basins. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  lower  water  park  is  treated  in  a  formal 
way  with  walls,  straight  lines  of  street,  and  rows  of  trees ;  in  the 
upper  basin  walls  are  replaced  by  beaches  ;  the  shore  lines  no  longer 
run  parallel  to  the  streets,  and  the  trees  and  shrubbery  are  grouped 
in  effective  masses.  At  points  more  distant  from  the  city  and  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river,  very  little  attempt  has  been  made  to  im- 
prove the  naturally  pleasing  variation  of  banks  but  slightly  elevated 
above  the  stream  and  verdant  meadows  interspersed  with  trees, 
shrubbery  and  gardens. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  evidences  of  appreciation  of  all 
those  charms  shown  by  the  life  everywhere  manifest,  —  the  little 
steamer  makes  its  rounds  from  one  point  to  another  on  the  water 
park ;  row-boats  are  plenty,  and  when  some  much-frequented  place 
of  resort  on  the  stream  is  reached,  as  shown  in  Plate  V.,  the  popular 
enjoyment  of  it  all  should  convince  this  community  that  much  labor 
and  expense  could  be  profitably  invested  in  procuring  for  the  metro- 
politan district  the  opportunity  for  the  same  innocent  enjoyments. 
We  have  a  framework  for  such  scenes  far  superior  to  that  possessed 
by  Hamburg,  and  the  expense  of  preparation  is  not  excessive. 

That  all  this  out-door  life  is  not  peculiar  to  the  German  nation  is 
well  shown  by  the  illustration  Plate  VI.  (from  report  of  Metropoli- 
tan Park  Commissioners,  1893),  of  boating  on  the  Thames.  Nothing 
of  all  this  has  hitherto  been  possible  in  the  estuary  of  the  Charles, 
although  some  suggestion  of  the  possibilities  in  this  direction  may 
be  obtained  from  the  rapidly  growing  use  of  the  comparatively  in- 
accessible fresh-water  basin  farther  up  the  stream  extending  from 
Waltham  to  Riverside.  The  repulsive  appearance  of  the  shores  of 
the  estuary  at  the  lower  stages  of  tide,  the  foul  odors  along  its  banks 
and  flats,  and  the  difficulties  experienced  in  passing  under  the  low 
bridges  at  high  tide,  have  combined  to  make  boating  and  the  use  of 
the  stream  by  small  steamboats  unattractive  and,  in  a  measure, 
dangerous. 

In  conclusion,  your  board  feels  that  no  treatment  of  the  Charles 
Biver  can  be  entirely  satisfactory  which  does  not  regard  the  condition 
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of  the  river  above  and  in  Waltham.  At  the  boundary  of  that  city, 
by  the  terms  of  the  act  under  which  we  are  directed  to  make  our 
investigation  and  report,  our  labors  end. 

We  have  not  thought  that  it  was  necessary  to  submit  herewith  the 
drafts  of  such  legislation  as  might  seem  to  be  required  for  carrying 
out  our  recommendations.  We  are  aware  that  the  very  serious 
changes  proposed  require  the  co-operation  of  the  United  States,  the 
State  and  various  municipalities.  But  the  questions  only  differ  in 
degree  from  some  which  have  already  been  satisfactorily  determined 
by  existing  commissions  whose  organizations  are  sufficiently  com- 
plete to  enable  them  to  promptly  undertake  the  execution  of  so 
much  of  these  plans  as  it  may  seem  wise  to  the  Commonwealth  to 
enter  upon. 

HENRY   P.  WALCOTT, 

Chairman. 

PHILIP  A.  CHASE, 
WILLIAM   B.  i)E  LAS  CASAS, 
ABRAHAM   L.  RICHARDS, 

Board  of  Metropolitan  Park  Commissioners, 

HIRAM   F.  MILLS, 
FRANK  W.  DRAPER, 
JOSEPH  W.  HASTINGS, 
GERARD   C.  TOBEY, 
JAMES  W.  HULL, 
CHARLES   H.  PORTER, 

State  Board  of  Health. 
Boston,  Mass.,  April  27,  1804. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE. 


[Beport  required  by  the  provlsiona  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acta  of 
1888,  entitled  *'An  Act  to  protect  the  purity  of  inland  waters, 
and  to  require  consultation  vrith  the  State  Board  of  Health 
regrardiner  the  establishment  of  systems  of  water  supply,  drain- 
age and  sewerage."] 

The  following  report  contains  the  substance  of  the  replies 
made  by  the  Board  to  those  cities,  towns,  corporations  and 
individuals  which  have  applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice 
relative  to  systems  of  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888.  It 
also  includes  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the  Board  in 
connection  with  the  examination  of  water  supplies  and  rivers, 
and  the  purification  of  sewage. 

The  chemical  and  microscopical  analyses  of  the  water 
supplies  and  rivers  of  the  State  have  teen  continued  during 
the  year  1894 ,  2,006  samples  having  been  examined.  The 
number  of  examinations  of  waters  proposed  for  new  supplies 
of  cities  and  towns  is  constantly  on  the  increase,  the  analyses 
of  this  character  being  more  numerous  during  the  past  year 
than  ever  before.  Following  is  a  classified  list  of  the  waters 
examined  during  the  year :  — 


From  open  and  covered  resenroin  for  the  storage  of  gronnd  waters,      .  29 

From  ground-water  supplies, 384 

Special  investigations  of  regular  water  supplies  afibcted  by  tastes,  odors, 

etc, 23 

From  ponds  and  storage  reservoirs  and  their  inlets,        ....  7r)5 

From  streams  and  miscellaneous  sources, 63 

Total  from  regular  water  supplies, 1,254 

In  connection  with  investigations  of  new  sources  of  water  supply, .       •     358 

With  reference  to  pollution  of  streams, 107 

With  reference  to  sewage  purification  at  Framingham,  Marlborough, 

Gardner,  Medtield  and  Amherst, 152 

In  connection  with  a  study  of  deep  wells  in  Boston  and  vicinity,    .       .       50 

In  connection  with  the  study  of  epidemics, 7 

Miscellaneous, 78 

752 

Total, 2,006 


*  The  flrai  pages  of  thla  report  were  contained  In  a  report  mnde  to  the  Lefdnlature  Jan. 
1ft,  1895  (Senate  Document,  No.  48).  A  portion  of  the  report  then  made,  relating  to  the 
work  done  at  the  Lnwrence  Kxperiment  Rtatlnn,  \n  not  reproduced,  because  a  nrmre  complete 
account  of  the  work  done  at  this  place  will  be  found  in  a  lubaequent  part  of  thli  volume. 
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TliG  microacopical  analyses  of  the  waters  liave  ailded  tr> 
our  inforuiation  of  the  organi:iiii3  occurring  in  surface  waters, 
and  work  has  alao  been  continued  on  the  connection  between 
the  tuste  and  odors  of  waters  and  the  organisms  which  they 
contain. 

In  previous  i-eports  of  the  Board  repeated  mention  has 
been  made  of  the  occurrence  of  iron  in  many  ground  waters 
in  excess  of  the  amount  wliich  can  ho  held  hi  solution  after 
the  wat«r  has  been  exposed  to  tlie  air.  Owing  to  the  ])ro- 
longed  period  of  low  rahifall,  tlieso  occurrences  of  excessive 
amounts  of  iron  in  ground  waters  have  been  more  frequent, 
and  some  surface  waters,  also,  have  been  found  to  contain 
an  unusual  amount  of  iron.  Iron-containing  ground  waters 
have,  in  some  localities  in  this  country,  been  successfully 
treated  by  aeration  and  filtration,  and  the  iron  by  this  means 
nearly  or  completely  removed.  6uch  methods  are,  however, 
only  practicable  where  the  iron  exista  as  carbonate.  When 
the  iron  is  in  the  form  of  sulphate  or  where  the  ivater  con- 
tains much  organic  matter,  the  complete  removal  of  the  iron, 
without  chemical  treatment,  has  been  found  to  bo  a  matter 
of  much  greater  difficulty. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  analyzed  waters  from 
many  deep  wells  in  Boston  and  vicinity.  These  wells  vary 
from  one  hundred  to  over  six  hundred  feet  in  depth,  and  are 
mostly  private  property,  the  water  being  used  in  many  indus- 
trial opemtions.  The  water  from  these  wells  is  generally 
characterized  by  the  presence  of  much  mineral  matter,  and,  as 
a  rule,  by  liitle  oi^anic  matter.  Many  of  these  waters  show 
the  influence  of  surface  drainage  and  of  high  sewage  pollu- 
tion. The  purification  has  been  in  most  cases,  however,  very 
nearly  complete,  as  fur  as  organic  contamination  is  concerned. 
Many  of  them  show  direct  contamination  with  sea  water  by 
their  high  contents  of  salt.  In  addition  to  the  usual  sanitary 
examination  of  these  deep  well  waters,  the  principal  mineral 
ingredients  have  also  been  determined.  These  very  com- 
plete analyses  are  of  great  interest,  not  only  from  a  sanitary 
jjoint  of  view,  but  also  from  the  stand-point  of  the  industrial 
uses  of  these  waters,  and  further  of  their  relations  to  the 
geological  strata  in  which  they  occur. 
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The  analyses  of  the  sewage  and  effluents  from  the  various 
sewa<?e  fields  throu^jhout  the  State  have  been  continued  dur- 
ing  the  past  year,  and  additional  information  obtained  as  to 
the  continued  efficiency  of  these  fields. 

During  the  present  year  it  is  intended  to  make  an  extended 
study  of  the  nature  of  the  coloring  matter  in  surface  waters 
by  means  of  an  instrument  which  enables  us  to  analyze  the 
color.  It  is  hoped  that,  apart  from  the  scientific  results  of 
this  examination,  we  may  obtain  valuable  information  as  to 
the  relation  between  the  colors  of  waters  and  the  character 
of  the  orojanisms  which  this  or'i^anic  colorinoj  matter  can 
support. 


ADVICE  TO   CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888, 
entitled  **An  Act  to  protect  the  purity  of  inland  waters, 
and  to  require  consultation  with  the  State  Board  of  Health 
regarding  the  establishment  of  systems  of  water  supply, 
drainage  and  sewerage,"  the  Board  is  required  **from  time 
to  time  to  consult  with  and  advise  the  authorities  of  cities 
and  townsy  or  with  corporations^  firms  or  individuals  either 
already  having  or  intending  to  introduce  systems  of  water 
supply^  drainage  or  sewerage^  as  to  the  most  appropriate 
source  of  supply ^  the  best  practicable  method  of  assuring  the 
purity  thereof  or  of  disposing  of  their  drainage  or  sewage^ 
having  regard  to  the  present  and  prospective  needs  and  in- 
terests of  other  cities^  toiansy  corporations ^  firms  or  individuals 
which  may  be  affected  thereby.  It  shall  also  from  time  to 
time  consult  with  and  advise  persons  or  corporations  engaged 
or  intending  to  engage  in  any  manufacturing  or  other  busi- 
ness, drainage  or  sewage  from  which  may  tend  to  cause  the 
pollution  of  any  inland  water,  as  to  the  best  practicable 
method  of  preventing  such  pollution  by  the  interception, 
disposal  or  purification  of  such  drainage  or  sewage  :  provided^ 
that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  bear  the  expense  of 
such  consultation  or  advice,  or  of  experiments  made  for  the 
purposes   of  this   act.     All  such   authorities^  corporations^ 
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firms  and  individuals  are  hereby  required  to  give  notice  to 
said  Board  of  their  intentions  in  the  premises^  and  to  submit 
for  its  advice  outlines  of  their  proposed  plans  or  schemes  in 
relation  to  water  supply  and  disposal  of  drainage  and  sewage; 
and  all  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  introduce 
a  system  of  vxiter  supply^  drainage  or  sewerage  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  recommendation  and  advice  of 
the  said  Board  thereon.^* 

During  the  year  1894  the  Board  has  given  its  advice  to 
the  following  cities,  towns,  corporations  and  individuals  who 
have  applied  for  such  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the 
general  act  of  1888,  or  under  special  acts  relating  to  water 
supply  and  sewerage. 

Replies  were  made  during  the  year  to  applications  made 
from  the  following  sources  for  advice  relative  to  water  sup- 
ply :  Arlington,  Barre,  Belchertown,  Blackstone,  Brockton, 
Brookfield,  Dudley,  Gloucester,  Greenfield,  Hingham  and 
Hull,  Holyoke,  Hyde  Park  school  committee  (two  replies), 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company,  Ipswich,  Longmeadow,  Mil- 
ford,  Milton,  Monson,  New  Bedford,  New buryport  (city), 
Xewburyport  Water  Company,  North  Attleborough,  Norton, 
Quincy,  Swampscott,  Wareham  (Onset  Bay  Water  Com- 
pany), Watertown,  Westborough  Lunatic  Hospital,  West- 
port  (Water  Supply  of  Horse  Neck  Beach)  and  Winchendon 
(four  replies). 

Replies  relating  to  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  were 
made,  in  answer  to  applications  from  the  following  sources : 
Andover,  Concord,  Haverhill,  Hudson,  Milton,  Nantucket, 
North  Andover  and  Palmer. 

Replies  were  also  made  during  the  year  relative  to  the 
sal)ject  of  pollution  of  streams  and  water  supplies,  to  certain 
authorities  and  other  parties  in  the  following  towns :  To  H. 
B.  Cottle,  Esq.,  of  Brookfield,  in  regard  to  the  discliarge  of 
sewage  by  the  town  of  Spencer  into  the  Quaboag  River ;  to 
the  selectmen  of  Deerfield  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the 
Green  River  by  the  town  of  Greenfield ;  to  the  water  board 
of  Rockport  relative  to  the  pollution  of  Cape  Pond  by  a  glue 
factory  on  its  water-shed  ;  and  to  citizens  of  Worcester  rela- 
tive to  the  protection  of  one  of  the  reservoirs  from  pollution. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relating  to  water  supply :  — 

Arlington.  An  application  was  received  from  the  com- 
mittee on  water  supply  of  Arlington,  April  27,  1894,  stating 
that  the  committee  had  continued  their  investigations,  as 
previously  suggested  by  the  Board,  and  at  the  same  time 
asking  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  same.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

BLkT  25,  1S94. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  an  application 
dated  April  26,  1894,  stating  that  since  the  reply  made  by  this 
Board  to  yoa  on  Feb.  10,  1893,  yoa  had  continued  your  investiga- 
tions, and  that  you  now  asked  if,  in  view  of  the  additional  infor- 
mation which  you  had  obtained,  the  Board  had  any  additional 
advice  to  give  you.  Yoar  application  was  accompanied  by  two 
printed  reports  of  your  committee  to  the  town  of  Arlington,  one 
dated  Feb.  21,  1893,  and  the  other  Feb,  26,  1894.  The  first  of 
these  reports  contains  the  reply  of  the  Board  above  referred  to, 
and  the  other  the  results  of  subsequent  investigations. 

By  tests  of  the  ground  at  various  points  within  the  water-shed 
from  which  the  present  supply  of  the  town  is  derived,  you  have 
found  no  place  likely  to  furnish  as  good  a  supply  of  water  as  the 
source  tested  last  year,  on  the  border  of  the  Great  Meadows  near 
the  East  Lexington  railroad  station.  At  this  place  you  have 
driven  a  few  additional  wells,  and  have  made  tests  to  determine 
the  capacity  of  the  source  by  connecting  the  wells  together  and 
pampiog  from  them  from  Dec.  1  to  Dec.  29,  1893,  at  an  average 
rate  of  about  500,000  gallons  per  day.  During  this  test  you  sent 
three  samples  of  water  to  this  Board  for  analysis.  The  samples 
were  collected  on  Dec.  14,  19  and  27,  1893.  The  analyses  gave 
substantially  the  same  indications  as  those  made  a  year  before,  and, 
like  thcro,  they  showed  a  perceptible  deterioration  in  the  quality 
of  the  water  during  the  progress  of  the  test.  The  quality  of  the 
water  at  the  time  of  the  test  was  such  that  it  would  be  satisfactory 
for  all  water  supply  purposes,  but  there  is  reason  to  think  that  it 
will  deteriorate  if  a  large  quantity  of  water  is  pumped  from  this 
source. 

The  tests  of  this  year  show  more  definitely  than  those  of  last 
year  that  quite  a  large  quantity  of  water  can  be  obtained  from 
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this  source,  but  they  do  not  give  additional  information  of  such  a 
character  as  to  cause  the  Board  to  change  its  views,  as  expressed  in 
its  previous  reply,  as  to  the  limitations  of  this  source  in  a  dry  year. 
The  conditions  under  which  you  now  apply  for  the  advice  of  the 
Board  are  somewhat  different  from  those  of  last  year.  You  then 
had  in  view  the  construction  of  permanent  works,  and  you  now 
indicate  that  it  is  proposed  to  put  in  works  of  a  temporary  char- 
acter for  pumping  water  from  these  wells  until  a  metropolitan 
water  supply  is  available.  Having  in  view  the  temporary  char- 
acter of  the  proposed  works  and  the  unfavorable  results  of  inves- 
tigations for  obtaining  a  better  water  supply  at  some  other  point, 
the  Board  thinks  that  you  cannot  do  better  than  to  adopt  this 
source.  It  is  the  general  experience  that  the  amount  of  water  to 
be  supplied  for  the  first  few  years  after  the  construction  of  works 
is  comparatively  small,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  source  will 
furnish  all  of  the  water  needed  for  a  temporal^  supply ;  moreover, 
the  smaller  the  amount  of  water  pumped,  the  less  likelihood  there  is 
of  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water.  It  may  be  well  to 
add  that  in  referring  to  the  possible  deterioration  in  the  quality  of 
this  water  the  Board  has  had  in  view  the  possibility  that  it  might 
become  unsuitable  for  laundry  uses  and  unpalatable,  rather  than 
that  it  might  become  unwholesome. 

Barre.  George  A.  Brown,  and  others,  afterward  incor- 
porated as  the  Barre  Water  Company,  applied  to  the  Board 
April  7,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative  to  taking  the  water  of 
certain  springs  in  that  town  as  a  public  water  supply.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Apbil  27,  1894. 

It  is  understood  that  you  have  had  sui*veys  made,  which  indi- 
cate that  it  will  be  feasible  to  collect  the  water  which  flows  from  a 
drainage  area  of  two  hundred  and  seven  acres  at  a  sufficient  eleva- 
tion above  the  town  to  supply  water  to  it  by  gravity,  but  that  the 
method  of  developing  this  source  has  not  yet  been  fully  decided 
upon. 

Samples  of  water  collected  April  12,  1894,  from  the  streams 
which  flow  from  this  territory,  have  been  analyzed,  and  were  found 
to  be  very  soft  and  of  very  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a 
public  water  supply.  The  quality  of  the  water  to  be  obtained  from 
this  source  for  the  supply  of  the  town  would  depend  to  a  consider- 
able extent  upon  the  method  of  taking  the  water.  If  it  should  be 
obtained  from  the  ground  by  means  of  a  collecting  well  and  col- 
lecting ditches  or  pipes,  and  conveyed  to  the  consumers  without 
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being  exposed  to  the  light,  it  would  be  much  better  than  if  stored 
in  a  reservoir. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water,  it  is  not  feasible  to  tell 
with  certainty  from  the  present  information  whether  a  safllcient 
supply  can  be  obtained  from  this  source  or  not ;  but  the  prospects 
are  favorable,  and  the  Board  would,  therefore,  advise  further 
investigation  of  this  territory  in  order  to  determine  if  a  sufficient 
supply  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground.  If  a  ground-water  sup- 
ply should  be  obtained  and  should  prove  insufficient  in  the  future, 
it  might  be  supplemented  by  the  construction  of  a  storage  reser- 
voir above  the  place  where  the  ground- water  supply  is  taken. 
When  you  have  more  definite  plans  to  present,  the  Board  will 
advise  you  further  in  this  matter,  if  you  so  desire. 

Belchertown.  An  application  was  received  Feb.  7, 
1894,  from  the  water  committee  of  Belchertown,  for  the 
advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  propriety  of  taking  the 
water  of  Jabish  Brook  and  of  Chambray  Brook  in  Belcher- 
town as  sources  of  water  supply  for  the  town.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows  :  — 

March  1, 1894. 

The  Board  has  caused  these  brooks  to  be  examined  and  their 
waters  to  be  analyzed.  The  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected 
on  Feb.  19,  1894,  show  that  the  waters  of  both  sources  were  very 
soft,  and  free  from  any  excessive  amount  of  organic  matter.  The 
waters  had  a  somewhat  high  color,  probably  owing  to  previous  con- 
tact with  vegetable  matter  in  swampy  places ;  but  the  color  is  not 
higher  than  that  of  many  other  waters  used  for  water  supply  pur- 
poses in  the  State.  There  was  not  very  much  difference  between 
the  two  waters,  but  in  several  respects  the  water  of  Chambray 
Brook  was  somewhat  better  than  that  of  Jabish  Broojc. 

The  quality  of  the  water  of  these  sources  would  vary  somewhat 
from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year,  and  might  become  worse  if 
the  water  should  be  stored  in  storage  reservoirs  from  which  the 
soil  and  vegetable  matter  has  not  been  removed ;  so  that,  before 
choosing  either  one  or  the  other  on  account  of  the  quality  of  the 
water,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  results  of  further  analyses 
and  to  know  the  character  of  reservoirs  to  be  built  above  the  pro- 
posed points  of  taking. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  these 
sources,  it  may  be  said  that  Jabish  Brook  at  the  proposed  point  of 
taking  would,  with  only  a  very  small  reservoir,  furnish  al' 
water  that  Belchertown  would  require,  unless  the  fiow  of  the  i 
in  summer  should  be  controlled  by  some  large  reservoir  be 
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the  city  of  Springfield ;  in  which  case,  if  the  gates  were  closed, 
there  might  not  be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water. 

Chambray  Brook  above  the  point  where  its  water  can  be  taken 
to  Belchertown  by  gravity  can  be  made  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  for  Belchertown  by  building  a  reservoir  to  store 
some  of  the  surplus  water  in  the  spring  of  the  year  for  use  during 
the  dry  portions  of  the  year. 

With  the  present  information  the  Board  cannot  advise  definitely 
as  to  which  of  the  two  sources  is  the  better  one  for  the  water 
supply  of  Belchertown ;  but  it  is  obvious  that,  if  they  are  found 
upon  further  investigation  to  be  of  nearly  equal  merit,  having  due 
regard  to  quality,  quantity  and  cost,  the  supply  should  be  taken 
from  Chambray  Brook,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  water  supply 
of  the  city  of  Springfield,  which  is  now  taken  from  Jablsh  Brook. 

Blackstone.  Francis  N.  Thayer  and  other  citizens  of 
Blackstone,  who  afterward  obtained  a  charter  as  the  Black- 
stone  Water  Co.,  applied  to  the  Board  Dec.  9,  1893,  for  its 
advice  relative  to  taking  the  waters  of  Ironstone  Pond  and 
Emerson  Brook,  with  their  tributaries,  in  the  town  of  Ux- 
bridge,  and  also  cei*tain  lands  in  the  town  of  Blackstone  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  wells  in  the  same  for  a  public  water 
supply  for  the  town  of  Blackstone,  including  the  village  of 
MillviUe.    The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

March  9, 1894. 

The  Board  has  caused  examinations  to  be  made  of  the  proposed 
sources  of  supply,  as  far  as  has  been  found  practicable  in  winter. 

Ironstone  Pond,  the  first  of  the  sources  named,  was  found  to  be 
an  old  millpond,  formed  by  a  dam  built  across  Ironstone  Brook. 
It  is  said  to  have  an  area  of  about  24.3  acres  and  an  average  depth 
of  about  5.43  feet.  Immediately  above  this  pond  is  a  reservoir 
which  is  said  to  have  an  area  of  60.5  acres  and  an  average  depth 
of  4.2  feet.  The  water-shed,  which  is  partly  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  is  quite  large,  and  with  a  moderate  amount  of  storage  will 
furnish  all  the  water  required  for  Blackstone  for  a  long  time  in  the 
future.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  this  source  showed 
that  the  water  at  the  time  the  samples  were  collected  was  of  fairly 
good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply.  It  is  not 
feasible  to  tell,  however,  from  examinations  made  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  what  the  quality  of  water  stored  in  such  shallow  reser- 
voirs will  be  in  the  hot  weather  of  summer ;  and  the  Board  cannot 
at  the  present  time  advise  that  this  is  a  suitable  source  of  water 
supply  for  the  town  of  Blackstone. 
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EmersoD  Brook,  at  the  point  where  it  is  high  enough  to  supply 
water  to  the  town  by  gravity,  is  aBtream  of  aufiicient  size  to  pro- 
vide, with  only  a  ainali  amount  of  storage,  enough  water  to  supply 
the  present  population  of  Blackstone ;  and,  if  storage  rescrvoire 
can  be  built  upon  it  which  will  contain  in  the  neighborhood  of  one 
hundred  million  gallons,  it  will  supply  the  town  for  a  long  time  in 
the  future.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  this  source  showed 
that  the  water  at  the  tiuae  the  samples  were  collected  was  not  very 
different  from  that  of  Ironstone  I'ond.  The  analyses  imlicated, 
however,  both  by  the  slightly  higher  color  and  the  more  noticeable 
vegetable  odor,  that  tlie  water  of  this  brook  was  somewhat  more 
aflfected  by  contact  with  vegetable  matter  in  swamps  nail  shallow 
reservoirs  than  the  water  of  Ironstone  Pond.  There  are  some 
Etnall  and  veryeballow  reservoirs  upon  this  water-shed,  and  in  this 
case,  as  in  the  other,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  at  the  present  time 
whether  or  not  the  water  will  be  of  suitable  quality  for  domestic 
use  in  the  hotter  portions  of  the  year.  If  the  required  storage  of 
the  water  could  be  effected  by  the  construction  of  a  storage  reser- 
voir of  considerable  depth,  which  had  been  properly  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  water  by  the  removal  of  soil  aud  vegetable  matter 
from  its  bottom  and  sides,  and  tiie  present  sliallow  reservoirs  and 
swamps  could  be  drained,  a  better  water  could  be  obtained  from 
this  source. 

Witti  regard  to  the  other  source  mentioned  by  you,  namely,  a 
ground-water  source  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Blackstone, 
it  is  not  praclicalile  at  this  season  of  the  year  and  in  the  time  within 
which  you  desire  a  reply  to  make  a  sulficient  examination  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  is  a  place  within  the  town  from  which  it  is  proh- 
able  that  a  ground-water  supply  could  be  obtained.  If  a  source 
could  be  found,  away  from  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town 
and  not  adjacent  to  the  BlacI;etone  River,  from  which  a  sufficient 
qnantity  of  ground  water  could  be  obtained,  it  is  probable  that  the 
quality  of  the  water  would  be  very  much  better  than  that  of  water 
from  eitlier  of  the  other  sources  mentioned. 

As  already  indicated,  the  Board  cannot  advise  yon  definitely  at 
the  present  lime  as  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  supply  for 
tlie  town ;  but  will  advise  further,  if  you  so  request,  later  in  the 
year,  when  analyses  can  be  made  of  the  water  in  the  summer,  and 
when  you  have  more  definite  information  to  present  as  to  the  feasi- 
bility of  oljtnining  a  water  supply  from  the  ground,  or  as  to  the 
character  of  storage  teservoirB  which  can  be  constructed. 

Brockton.  An  application  was  received  from  the  city 
engineer  of  Brockton  May  1,  1894,  relative  to  increasing 
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the  water  supply  of  the  city  and  providing  for  certain  dis- 
tricts requiring  a  high-pressure  service,  and  also  suggesting 
the  future  possibility  of  a  district  supply  embracing  other 
contiguous  towns.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Sept.  20,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  dated 
May  1,  1894,  and  the  amendment  thereto  dated  July  20.  In  this 
application  you  state  that  you  have  been  directed  to  report  plana 
for  supplying  Brockton  Heights  and  Gary  Hill  with  water,  and  that 
these  localities  have  so  great  an  elevation  that  they  cannot  be  sup- 
plied with  water  from  the  present  service. 

You  also  suggest  that,  as  the  present  source  of  supply  may  prove 
inadequate  in  the  near  future,  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  city,  and 
the  probable  increase  in  the  consumption  of  water  due  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  sewerage  system  now  under  way,  it  may  be  wise 
for  your  recommendations  to  be  in  line  with  or  a  part  of  a  con- 
templated water  supply  for  Brockton  and  towns  in  its  vicinity.  As 
possible  sources  of  additional  supply,  you  refer  to  the  construction 
of  a  new  storage  reservoir  below  the  present  one,  as  a  source  within 
the  city,  and  to  Silver  Lake  as  being  apparently  the  best  source 
beyond  the  city. 

Upon  comparing  the  consumption  of  water  in  Brockton  with  the 
capacity  of  the  present  source  in  a  dry  year,  it  is  found  that  the 
ultimate  capacity  is  more  than  twice  the  present  average  daily  con- 
sumption, which  shows  that  there  is  no  immediate  need  of  a  new 
supply  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  water.  It  is,  however,  the 
general  experience  that  the  amount  of  water  consumed  increases 
much  more  rapidly  than  the  population ;  and  the  facilities  offered 
by  the  new  sewerage  system  for  removing  the  waste  water  are 
likely  to  lead  to  the  more  liberal  use  of  water  in  the  future,  so  that 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  present  source  may  prove  inadequate 
before  many  years. 

Increasing  the  supply  of  the  city  by  the  construction  of  a  reser- 
voir below  the  present  one  does  not  seem  advisable,  on  account  of 
the  large  cost  of  a  properly  prepared  reservoir  at  this  place  in  pro- 
portion to  the  additional  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained,  and 
because  the  water,  being  derived  mainly  from  the  water-shed  now 
used,  would  not  be  of  the  best  quality ;  moreover,  the  reservoir  is 
not  so  far  from  the  settled  |)ortions  of  Brockton  but  that  its  waters 
are  liable  to  be  polluted  in  the  future,  unless  considerable  expense 
is  incurred  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  land  draining  toward 
the  reservoir. 
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Silver  Lake  seems  likely  to  be  the  best  future  source  of  supply 
for  Brockton,  on  account  of  the  more  ample  quantity  of  water 
which  it  will  furnish,  the  superior  character  of  the  water  for  water 
supply  purposes,  and  the  better  opportunities  for  supplementing 
the  supply  when  the  amount  of  water  which  this  lake  will  furnish 
is  exhausted.  As  the  town  of  Whitman  needs  a  better  supply  than 
it  now  has,  and  has  already  obtained  the  right  to  take  water  from 
Silver  Lake,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  for  the  pecuniary 
advantage  of  both  Whitman  and  Brockton  to  construct  works 
jointly,  rather  than  to  construct  independent  works.  In  regard  to 
other  towjis  near  Brockton,  the  advantages  of  joint  action  are  not 
obx-ious,  although  further  investigation  may  show  that  it  is  desir- 
able in  some  instances. 

The  question  of  a  high-sei'vice  supply  has  been  considered  with 
reference  to  the  possibility  of  taking  the  future  supply  from  various 
sources  which  have  been  suggested ;  and  it  has  been  found  that 
the  source  of  supply  would  not  have  any  considerable  influence 
upon  the  design  of  a  system  of  high-ser\*ice  works  controlled  wholly 
by  the  city  of  Brockton,  because  the  best  plan  in  any  case  appears 
to  be  to  maintain  the  present  pressure  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
city,  and  to  add  a  higher  service  for  Brockton  Heights  and  Cai^y 
Hill,  to  be  supplied  by  pumps  located  at  the  present  pumping 
station. 

Brookfield.  The  town  of  Brookfield  requested  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  Sept.  15,  1894,  relative  to  the  quality 
of  the  water  of  Quaboag  River  as  a  temporary  water  supply 
for  the  town,  stating  that  the  public  supply  had  failed,  and 
that  recourse  had  been  had  to  this  stream.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows :  — 

Sept.  25,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  received  from  you  a  communica- 
tion dated  Sept.  15,  1894,  in  which  you  state  that  it  is  your  inten- 
tion to  use,  temporarily,  the  water  of  Quaboag  River  for  the  water 
supply  of  the  town  of  Brookfield. 

From  the  information  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Board 
with  regard  to  the  amount  of  sewage  and  other  polluting  matter 
which  cntera  the  Quaboag  River  or  its  tributaries,  tlie  Board  is  of 
the  opinion  that  this  water  is  not  of  suitable  quality  for  a  domes- 
tic water  supply,  and  that  if  for  fire  protection  and  other  purposes 
than  drinking  you  find  it  necessary  to  pump  this  water  into  the 
pipes,  you  should  notify  each  water  taker  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
drink  the  water. 
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Dudley.  An  application  was  received  April  2,  1894, 
from  D.  W.  Crosby  of  Webster,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  extending  the  water  pipes  of  the  Webster  water 
supply  into  a  village  of  Dudley  which  lies  in  close  proximity 
to  the  town  of  Webster.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

April  5,  1891. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  April  2,  1894, 
an  application  for  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for 
portions  of  the  town  of  Dudley,  in  which  you  state  that  you  pro- 
pose to  ask  the  Legislature  to  grant  the  town  of  Webster,  Mass., 
permission  to  lay  water  pipes  in  a  part  of  Dudley  known  as  Merino 
Village,  to  furnish  a  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  other  pur- 
poses to  the  citizens  of  Dudley  who  may  desire  the  same. 

The  Board  has  on  two  occasions  advised  the  authorities  of  the 
town  of  Webster  with  regard  to  proposed  sources  of  water  supply, 
and  in  the  communications  to  Webster,  copies  of  which  are  given 
below  (see  twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  Board,  page  13,  and 
twenty-fifth  annual  report,  page  63),  3'ou  will  find  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  if  taken  directly 
from  Lake  Chaubunagungamaug  or  from  the  ground  near  it  (the 
present  source  of  water  supply  of  Webster)  ;  also  its  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  taking  water  from  this  source  for  the  supply  of 
portions  of  the  town  of  Dudley. 

The  Board  does  not  think  it  within  its  province  to  advise  as  to 
the  agency  by  which  the  water  should  be  supplied. 

Gloucester.  An  application  was  received  from  the  city 
of  Gloucester  March  23,  1894,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  taking  a  new  water  supply  from  the  Chebacco 
lakes  in  the  town  of  Essex.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

April  27,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  on  March  23,  1894,  an 
application  made  by  you  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Gloucester  for 
the  advice  of  the  Board  with  regard  to  a  proposed  water  supply 
for  the  city.  In  this  application  you  state  that  the  "  proposed 
source  of  supply  is  the  group  of  lakes  in  the  town  of  Essex  known 
as  the  Chebacco  ponds,"  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  supply 
from  Chebacco  Lake,  at  a  point  near  the  north-westerly  end. 

The  Board  has  caused  examinations  to  be  made  of  the  Chebacco 
ponds  and  of  the  sources  in  West  Gloucester  from  which  water  is 
now  taken   for  supplying  the  city  of  Gloucester.     It  has  also 
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examined  into  the  opportunities  for  developing  tbe  present  sources 
of  suppiy  aud  otbor  sources  nenr  tliem. 

The  Board  finds  tliat  llie  present  soureeB  have  siifflcicnt  capacity 
in  a  dry  year  to  supply  the  quantity  ot  water  now  used  by  the 
city ;  but  the  population  now  supplied  is  much  less  than  tbe  total 
population,  and  the  amount  of  water  consumed  is  increasing  from 
year  to  year,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  before  long  either  to 
develop  the  sources  now  used  or  to  obtain  a  further  supply  from 
other  sources.  If  the  present  sources  and  those  in  their  viciuity 
should  be  fully  developed  they  would  furnish  fully  double  tbe 
quantity  of  water  now  used,  and  make  a  further  supply  unneces- 
sary at  the  present  time. 

Tbe  water  supplied  from  the  present  reser^-oirs  of  the  Glouces- 
ter Water  Company  is  practically  free  from  pollution  by  sewage, 
and  in  other  respects  it  is  a  fairly  satisfactory  water  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  public  water  supply,  and  is  somewhat  better  at  tbe 
present  time  than  the  water  in  Chebacco  Lake.  It  coutd  undoubt- 
edly be  improved,  however,  by  tbe  removal  of  stumps,  soil  and 
vegetable  niatter  from  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  reservoirs. 
The  water  from  other  sources  near  the  present  ones  in  West 
Gloucester  has  not  been  analyzed,  but  from  au  examination  of 
these  sources  it  seems  probable  that  they  will  furnish  as  good 
■water  as  the  sources  now  supplying  the  city. 

Chebacco  Lake  will  furnish  a  somewhat  larger  quantity  of  water 
than  could  be  obtained  from  all  of  the  available  sources  in  West 
Gloucester  if  they  were  fully  developed,  and  is  probably  the  most 
available  source  of  water  supply  for  Gloucester,  iudependent  of 
the  present  works.  ^  As  already  indicated,  the  water  is  not  quite  as 
good  as  that  now  supplied  to  tbe  city,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  it 
would  prove  a  satisfactory  water  for  water-supply  purposes  unless 
improved  in  some  way,  which  cannot  be  determined  with  tbe  infor- 
mation now  available. 

The  Chebacco  ponds  are  located  in  the  towns  of  Essex,  HamU- 
ton  and  Wenham,  and  are  only  a  short  distance  from  Manchester, 
and  may  prove  the  most  available  souree  of  water  supply  or  addi- 
tional water  supply  for  these  towns;  moreover,  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  they  may  prove  the  most  available  source  from  which  to 
take  an  additional  water  supply  for  Salem  and  Beverly,  when  ths 
capacity  of  the  sources  from  which  these  places  are  now  author- 
ised to  take  water  has  l>een  reached.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  Board  is  ot  the  opinion  that  the  Chebacco  ponds  are  not  at 
present  the  moat  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  city  of 
Gloucester ;  aud  if  rights  in  these  ponds  are  granted  to  Gloucester, 
they  abould  be  limited  by  proper  reservations  for  other  plows. 
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Greenfield.  The  water  commidsionera  of  Fire  District 
No.  1  of  Greenfield  applied  to  the  Board  March  1,  1894,  for 
its  advice  relative  to  inureustng  the  water  supply  of  the  dis- 
trict by  biiililing  a  larger  reservoir  in  the  same  water-shed 
now  used  by  the  district,  or  by  taking  an  additional  supply 
from  Workman  Brook  in  Colraiu.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

April  2,  1B9I. 

The  present  eource  of  supply  is  Gten  Brook  above  tlie  Glen,  ia 
the  ton'D  of  Leydeu,  wbere  the  drainage  area  of  the  brook  is  5.36 
square  miles.  This  source  has  been  developed  by  the  construction 
of  a  dam  at  the  Glen,  which  creates  a  storage  reservoir  eontaiuiog 
about  1G,000,000  gallona  of  water. 

Judging  the  capacity  of  this  source  from  the  area  of  its  water- 
shed aud  the  eize  of  Llie  present  storage  reservoir,  the  worlds  should 
be  able  to  supply  more  tliaa  enough  water  for  the  populatioa  now 
supplied ;  aud  it  uiay  be  that  by  moderate  Tcstrictions  upon  the 
waste  of  water  or  by  stoppiog  the  leakage  at  the  dam,  if  it  is  feasi- 
ble to  do  so,  the  need  of  an  additional  supply  may  be  avoided  Cor 
the  present. 

If  the  present  conditions  of  consumption  of  water  and  leiikage 
at  the  dam  are  continued,  it  is  obvious  from  the  experience  of  last 
summer,  when  the  reservoir  was  nearly  emptied,  that  a  further 
supply  is  required ;  aud  one  of  the  plana  suggested  by  you  ia  to 
increase  the  storage  capacity  upon  the  watcr-sLcd  from  which  the 
supply  is  now  taken,  by  building  a  resen'oir  which  will  bold  about 
75,000,000  gallons,  upon  the  east  branch  of  Glen  Brook,  about 
one  and  three-quarters  miles  up  stream  from  the  present  dam. 
The  construction  of  a  reservoir  of  this  kind  would  undoubtedly 
increase  the  capacity  of  the  present  source  to  such  au  extent  that 
it  would  furnish  a  sullicient  quantity  of  water  for  the  towns  now 
eupplit'd  from  it  for  a  long  time  in  the  future. 

A  water  as  good  as  that  now  flowing  in  these  brooks  will 
deteriorate  by  storage  in  a  reseri'oir  in  which  the  water  stands 
without  being  renewed  as  long  as  it  would  iu  the  proposed  reser- 
voir, so  that  it  will  be  less  palatable  than  the  water  supplied  from 
the  present  reservoir;  and  it  will  deteriorate  very  much  more  if 
the  soil  and  vegetable  matter  are  not  removed  from  the  bottom  and 
sides  of  the  resei'voir  before  it  is  filled  than  if  they  are  removed. 

Owing  to  the  location  of  the  proposed  reservoir  upon  a  branch 
brook  where  the  water  will  not  be  renewed  frequently,  tlie  water 
will  not  be  in  quitfi  as  good  condition  as  if  the  reservoir  were 
located  ujKin  the  main  stream ;  but  there  is  a  compcnsatiug  advan- 
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tage  in  this  location,  that,  since  the  main  brook  and  existing 
reservoir  will  furnish  the  required  amount  of  water  under  nearly 
all  circumstances,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  take  any  large  pro- 
portion of  the  water  from  the  new  reservoir,  except  on  rare  occa- 
sions during  periods  of  extreme  drought. 

The  water  of  Workman  Brook  has  been  analyzed,  and,  judging 
from  the  analysis  and  the  character  of  the  drainage  area,  it  would 
be  as  good  as  the  water  from  Glen  Brook.  Workman  Brook, 
however,  has  a  water-shed  only  about  one-sixth  as  large  as  that  of 
Glen  Brook,  and  will  not  furnish  any  very  large  addition  to  the 
present  water  supply. 

From  present  information  it  would  not  seem  advisable  to  take 
an  additional  water  supply  from  Workman  Brook,  because  of  the 
large  expense  when  compared  with  the  quantity  of  water  to  be 
obtained.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  further  investigations  may 
show  that  this  is  a  desirable  source  to  adopt,  and  it  does  not  seem 
to  be  required  for  the  water  supply  of  any  other  community. 

The  Board  recommends  that  you  investigate  more  thoroughly  the 
relative  cost  and  merit  of  the  plans  which  you  have  suggested  for 
increasing  the  supply,  and  that  you  should  also  include  in  the 
investigation  two  other  plans,  one  of  which  is  to  increase  the 
storage  capacity  of  the  present  reservoir  on  Glen  Brook  by  con- 
structing a  higher  dam  at  or  just  below  the  present  dam  at  the 
Glen,  and  the  other  relates  to  taking  an  additional  supply  from 
Fisk  Brook,  which  the  tire  district  was  authorized  to  take  by 
chapter  247  of  the  acts  of  1883.  The  analysis  of  a  sample  of 
water  from  Fisk  Brook  shows  that  it  has  the  same  general  charac- 
ter as  the  water  of  Workman  and  Glen  brooks,  except  that  it  is 
somewhat  harder. 

This  reply  is  made  at  the  present  time  because  you  desire  it  for 
use  during  the  session  of  the  present  Legislature ;  and,  as  the 
investigations  which  you  have  thus  far  made  have  not  been  sufli- 
ciently  extended  to  furnish  definite  information  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  different  sources,  it  is  necessarily  of  a  general  nature. 
When  you  have  further  information  to  present  the  Board  will 
advise  you  further  in  this  matter. 

HiNGHAM  and  Hull.  An  application  was  received  May 
14,  1894,  from  the  Hingham  Water  Company,  for  the  advice 
of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  an  additional  water  supply 
for  Hingham  and  Hull  from  Accord  Brook  and  Cushing's 
Pond  in  Hingham,  at  the  same  time  calling  attention  to  the 
existence  of  a  bad  taste  and  odor  in  the  water  of  Accord 
Pond.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 
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July  26,  1894. 

The  sources  from  which  you  now  supply  these  towns  are  Accord 
Pond,  which  has  an  area  of  98  acres  and  is  133  feet  above  mean 
high  tide,  and  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  which  has  an  area  of  about  14 
acres  and  is  only  30  feet  above  high  tide.  Accord  Pond  supplies 
water  by  gravity,  while  from  Fulling  Mill  Pond  the  water  has  to 
be  pumped. 

You  state  that  it  is  proposed  to  take  water  from  Accord  Brook 
at  a  point  about  500  feet  above  South  Pleasant  Street  and  about 
3,900  feet  east  from  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  where  the  brook  is  about 
62  feet  above  high  water  in  this  pond.  You  also  state  that  Cush- 
ing*8  Pond  is  at  about  the  same  level  as  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  and 
that  it  contains  perhaps  30  acres. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  water,  these  sources  have 
been  examined  and  samples  of  water  have  been  collected  from 
them  and  analyzed.  The  waters  from  both  of  them  have  the  same 
general  characteristics,  in  that  they  are  comparatively  free  from 
contamination  by  sewage,  since  the  water-sheds  are  both  sparsely 
populated,  and  they  both  have  a  deep  brownish  color  and  contain 
a  large  amount  of  vegetable  matter  acquired  from  the  swamps  upon 
the  water-shed.  Owing  to  the  swampy  character  of  the  waters, 
the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  they  will  not  be  of  suitable  quality  for 
domestic  use  unless  they  are  efficiently  purified. 

There  are  two  ways  of  improving  such  waters,  which  are  worthy 
of  consideration  in  the  present  case.  One  is  to  drain  the  swamps 
so  that  the  water  will  not  stand  upon  them,  nor  come  in  contact 
with  the  mud  and  vegetable  matter  as  it  passes  through  them.  It 
seems  doubtful  in  the  present  case  if  it  would  be  feasible  to 
improve  the  character  of  the  water  in  this  way  to  a  sufficient  extent 
to  render  it  satisfactory  for  water  supply  purposes.  The  other 
method  of  puriGcation  is  by  filtration.  Owing  to  the  very  dark 
color  of  the  waters,  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  filtration 
through  artificial  sand  filters  would  prove  satisfactory,  because  the 
cost  of  filters  large  enough  to  permit  the  very  slow  filtration  of  the 
water  which  would  be  necessary  to  remove  the  color  would  be  pro- 
hibitory. 

The  plan  which  seems  likely  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  results 
is  one  in  which  the  sandy  or  gravelly  land  near  Fulling  Mill  Pond  or 
Accord  Pond  would  be  utilized  as  a  natural  filter  bed,  by  prepar- 
ing its  surface  so  that  the  water  could  be  distributed  over  it.  If 
the  material  is  sufficiently  porous,  the  water  will  soak  into  the 
ground  and  find  its  way  gradually  by  percolation  underground  into 
these  ponds  or  their  tributaries. 
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f^ddliiii  li  tulilnm  found  lu  unpollutoil  iintiirol  poods  whicli  have 
■Kit  bui-n  ritUuili  liiil  In  fretjufDUy  foiiiul  iu  artiGoial  reeenoirs 
wlildi  liuvD  liurii  llilH<l  wlUi  wnter  wllliuut  removiug  the  soil  nnd 
vegutitNo  riiBttur  tiviu  Uiulr  liuttuiii  uuii  siiles.  It  seems  probable 
Ibnt  lliu  HuwaKu  itt  luiiil  frum  nlilcli  tlif  soil  nnd  vegetable  matter 
wvru  not  runiuvixl<  by  Ibu  ntiilng  or  tlio  dam  at  Accord  Pond,  bns 
enUMMd  or  hclj)«<l  to  ouuhi)  the  ([I'owtli  of  tlicse  organisms,  and  tbat 
tliK  rvmm'ul  of  tllii  urtftiiilo  iimttir  to  the  extent  that  it  may  be 
rirnovcil  wliun  tlio  {tond  !■  ilruwti  to  a  low  level  would  lessen  the 
tTvi{Mnoy  of  ooourrcQcu  nad  tbo  amount  of  this  growth,  if  it  did 
noimtlrfly  pruvcnt  ll. 

'J'liu  liiiiiruvi'iiiiiut  of  a  •wncnp  ndjaoent  to  tbe  pond,  bo  that  the 
wnti-r  will  i>ot  oLnml  In  It  uur  oome  iu  contact  with  the  mud  and 
vii((i^lablu  umttur  uii  It  jiniitiea  through  it,  woald,  by  improving  the 
i|imllty  uf  tliu  wutur  entering  tlie  pood,  Lave  a  favorable  effect 
tj|jon  tho  i)unUty  uf  the  water  iu  tbe  pond. 

HoiAnKB.  An  applii'ution  was  received  Jan.  18,  1894, 
from  tho  water  Ptimmissionera  of  Holyoke,  for  the  advice  of 
IliK  Dniinl  Hihitlvo  to  taking  Munn  Brook  in  the  ton-n  of 
(iniiivilh-  an  an  additional  watei-  supply  for  the  city  of  IIoI- 
yoko.  Further  InvcHti^ntion  of  this  source  had  already  l>een 
iiifldo,  aH  hUngt'Htt'd  hy  the  Board  in  reply  to  a  previous  appli- 
cation.    Tho  Board  sent  the  following  reply  :  — 

Feb.  I,  1804. 

On  Oct.  ft,  1893,  the  Board,  in  reply  to  a  former  application 
from  you,  gave  certain  advice  with  regard  to  Munn  Brook  as  n 
•ourco  of  additional  water  supply  for  your  city,  and  also  referred 
to  other  vouroea  wliicli  it  thought  should  be  more  thoroughly  investi- 
gated before  making  a  final  decision  aa  to  tlie  source  to  be  a<loptcd. 
The  ruHultti  of  tbe  investigations  which  have  since  been  made  by 
your  engineers,  taken  in  connection  with  the  examinations  made  by 
tho  engineers  of  the  Board,  lead  tbe  Board  to  conclude  that  Munn 
BroDJc  is  tho  most  appropriate  source  from  which  to  take  au  aildl- 
lionnl  water  supply  for  your  city. 

The  inveatijations  which  you  have  made  with  regard  to  storage 
reservoirs  upon  the  Munn  Brook  water-shed  seem  to  show  that  it 
la  feasible  to  utilize  at  least  as  much  of  the  flow  from  this  water- 
sbett  as  can  be  carrietl  to  Holyoke  through  atwenty-four  iucb  pipe ; 
and  this  source,  connected  with  your  present  supply  by  a  twenty- 
four  inch  pipe,  will  furnisL  fully  9,000,000  gallons  of  water  per 
day. 

The  question  of  tbe  size  of  the  connecting  pipe,  whether  it  should 
9  twenty  or  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter,  has  been  again  con- 
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sidered  in  the  light  of  the  information  furnished  by  the  report  sub- 
mitted by  you.  The  estimates  show  that,  if  Holyoke  should 
continue  to  grow  with  the  same  numerical  increase  in  each  five 
years  as  during  the  twenty  years  from  1870  to  1890,  and  the  con- 
sumption of  water  per  inhabitant  should  not  increase  to  above 
ninety  gallons,  it  would  be  a  little  cheaper  to  lay  a  twenty-inch 
pipe  in  the  beginning,  and  supplement  it  in  the  future  by  another 
pipe  when  necessary ;  but  if  the  city  should  grow  as  rapidly  as 
Worcester,  Lowell  and  Fall  River  grew  after  they  had  attained 
the  present  size  of  Holyoke,  or  if  the  consumption  per  inhabitant 
should  increase,  it  would  be  much  cheaper  to  lay  a  twenty-four- 
inch  pipe  in  the  beginning.  These  considerations  have  led  your 
engineer  to  advise  the  adoption  of  a  twenty-four-inch  pipe  in  the 
beginning,  and  seem  to  warrant  this  advice.  There  are  several 
other  points  in  favor  of  a  larger  pipe,  even  before  its  full  capacity 
is  required  to  prevent  a  shortage  in  the  water  supply,  the  most 
important  of  which  is  that  it  would  insure  the  filling  of  the  present 
ponds  every  spring,  while  the  smaller  pipe  would  not,  and  would 
make  it  unnecessary  to  draw  the  ponds  and  reservoir  to  a  very  low 
level,  with  a  consequent  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 

The  Board  would  again  call  attention  to  the  following  paragraphs 
in  its  last  reply ;  — 

^^The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  water-shed  of 
Munn  Brook  to  be  made,  also  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  col- 
lected from  the  brook  near  the  proposed  point  of  taking. 

^^  These  examinations  indicate  that  the  water  is  soft,  and  natu- 
rally of  very  good  quality ;  but  it  is  at  present  polluted  at  a  few 
points  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  it. 

^^  This  pollution  should  be  stopped  before  the  water  is  taken  for 
use,  and  as  an  additional  precaution  it  is  desirable  that  the  water 
should  be  diverted  into  Ashley  Pond,  rather  than  be  allowed  to  run 
directly  from  the  stream  through  the  pipes  into  the  city." 

Hyde  Park.  The  school  committee  of  Hyde  Park 
requested  the  Board,  Sept.  25,  1894,  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Com- 
pany.    The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Oct.  5,  1894. 

In  response  to  your  request,  dated  Sept.  25,  1894,  the  State 
Board  of  Health  has  caused  samples  of  water  to  be  collected  for 
analysis  from  faucets  in  various  parts  of  Hyde  Park,  supplied 
from  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company's  works,  and  the  results  of 
the  analyses  are  enclosed  herewith. 
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oigaQiem  is  seldom  found  in  unpolluted  natural  pontia  which  have 
nol  been  raised,  but  is  frequently  found  iu  artificial  re8er%'oii'3 
which  have  been  filled  with  water  without  removing  the  soil  aud 
vegetable  matter  from  their  bottom  and  sides.  It  aeeius  probable 
that  the  flowage  of  laud  from  which  the  soil  nod  vegetable  matter 
were  not  removed,  by  iLe  raisiag  of  the  daw  at  Accord  Pond,  has 
caused  or  helped  to  cause  the  growth  of  theae  orgauiatns,  and  that 
the  removal  of  this  organic  matter  to  the  extent  that  it  may  be 
removed  when  the  pond  is  drawn  to  a  low  level  would  lesaeu  the 
frL-(iueucy  of  occurrence  and  the  amount  of  thia  growth,  if  it  did 
not  entirely  prevent  it. 

The  improvement  of  a  swamp  adjacent  to  the  pond,  so  that  the 
water  will  not  stand  in  it  nor  come  iu  eootact  with  the  mud  and 
vegetable  matter  as  it  passes  through  it,  would,  by  improviug  the 
quality  of  the  water  entering  tlie  pond,  have  a  favorable  effect 
upon  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  i>ond. 

HOLTOKE,  An  application  was  received  Jan.  18,  18CI4, 
from  the  water  commissioners  of  Holyoke,  for  the  advice  of 
Ilie  Board  relative  to  taking  Muna  Brook  in  the  town  of 
Granville  as  an  additional  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Hot- 
yoke.  Further  investigation  of  this  source  had  already  l>een 
made,  as  suggested  by  the  Board  in  reply  to  a  previous  appli- 
cation.    The  Board  sent  the  follotving  reply  :  — 

P«B.  1,  ISM. 

On  Oct.  5,  1S93,  the  Board,  in  reply  to  a  former  application 
from  you,  gave  certain  advice  with  regard  to  Munn  Brook  as  a 
source  of  additional  water  supply  for  your  city,  and  also  referred 
to  other  sources  which  it  thought  should  be  more  thoroughly  investi- 
gated before  making  a  Unal  decision  as  to  the  source  to  be  adopted. 
The  results  of  the  investigations  which  have  since  been  made  by 
your  engineers,  taken  in  connection  with  the  examinations  made  by 
the  engineers  of  the  Board,  lead  the  Board  to  conclude  that  Muuu 
Brook  ia  the  most  appropriate  source  from  which  to  take  an  addi- 
tional water  supply  for  your  city. 

The  investigations  which  you  have  made  with  regard  to  storage 
reservoirs  upon  the  Munn  Brook  water-shed  seem  to  show  tliat  it 
is  feasible  to  utilize  at  least  as  much  of  the  flow  from  this  water- 
ebed  as  can  be  carried  to  Holyoke  througli  a  twenty-four  inch  pipe  ; 
and  this  source,  connected  with  j-our  present  supply  by  a  twenty- 
four  inch  pipe,  will  furnish  fully  if,OOU,l>l>0  gallons  of  water  per 
dny. 

question  of  the  size  of  the  connecting  pipe,  whether  it  should 
be  twenty  or  twenty-four  inches  iu  diameter,  has  been  again  con- 
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sidered  in  the  light  of  the  iDformation  furnished  by  the  report  sub- 
mitted by  you.  The  estimates  show  that,  if  Holyoke  should 
continue  to  grow  with  the  same  numerical  increase  in  each  five 
years  as  during  the  twenty  years  from  1870  to  1890,  and  the  con- 
sumption of  water  per  inhabitant  should  not  increase  to  above 
ninety  gallons,  it  would  be  a  little  cheaper  to  lay  a  twenty-inch 
pipe  in  the  beginning,  and  supplement  it  in  the  future  by  another 
pipe  when  necessary ;  but  if  the  city  should  grow  as  rapidly  as 
Worcester,  Lowell  and  Fall  River  grew  after  they  had  attained 
the  present  size  of  Holyoke,  or  if  the  consumption  per  inhabitant 
should  increase,  it  would  be  much  cheaper  to  lay  a  twenty-four- 
inch  pipe  in  the  beginning.  These  considerations  have  led  your 
engineer  to  advise  the  adoption  of  a  twenty-four-inch  pipe  in  the 
beginning,  and  seem  to  warrant  this  advice.  There  are  several 
other  points  in  favor  of  a  larger  pipe,  even  before  its  full  capacity 
is  required  to  prevent  a  shortage  in  the  water  supply,  the  most 
important  of  which  is  that  it  would  insure  the  filling  of  the  present 
ponds  every  spring,  while  the  smaller  pipe  would  not,  and  would 
make  it  unnecessary  to  draw  the  ponds  and  reservoir  to  a  very  low 
level,  with  a  consequent  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 

The  Board  would  again  call  attention  to  the  following  paragraphs 
in  its  last  reply :  — 

^^  The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  water-shed  of 
Munn  Brook  to  be  made,  also  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  col- 
lected from  the  brook  near  the  proposed  point  of  taking. 

^^  These  examinations  indicate  that  the  water  is  soft,  and  natu- 
rally of  very  good  quality ;  but  it  is  at  present  polluted  at  a  few 
points  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  it. 

'*  This  pollution  should  be  stopped  before  the  water  is  taken  for 
use,  and  as  an  additional  precaution  it  is  desirable  that  the  water 
should  be  diverted  into  Ashley  Pond,  rather  than  be  allowed  to  run 
directly  from  the  stream  through  the  pipes  into  the  city." 

Hyde  Park.  The  school  committee  of  Hyde  Park 
requested  the  Board,  Sept.  25,  1894,  to  make  an  examina- 
tion of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Com- 
pany.    The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Oct.  5,  1894. 

In  response  to  your  request,  dated  Sept,  25,  1894,  the  State 
Board  of  Health  has  caused  samples  of  water  to  be  collected  for 
analysis  from  faucets  in  various  parts  of  Hyde  Park,  supplied 
from  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company's  works,  and  the  results  of 
the  analyses  are  enclosed  herewith. 
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It  is  difficult  to  judge  from  an  analysis  of  the  water  furnished  by 
this  company  whether  it  is  safe  for  drinking  or  not,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  company  has  under  its  control  wells  which  furnish 
water  of  varying  quality.  It  is  probable  that  the  water  from 
nearly  all  of  the  wells  of  the  company  is  to  a  large  extent  filtered 
river  water,  and  as  the  river  is  a  polluted  stream,  the  safety  of  the 
water  for  drinking  purposes  depends  upon  the  efficiency  of  the 
filtration. 

Some  of  the  wells,  notably  the  starch  factory  well,  referred  to 
in  a  reply  to  your  committee  dated  Sept.  1,  1892,  and  a  portion  of 
the  wells  in  a  group  driven  in  1893,  which  are  referred  to  in  a 
reply  to  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  dated  June  14,  1893, 
were  found  to  furnish  water  which  was  not  regarded  as  safe  for 
drinking. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  this  office,  the  water  company  has 
stated  that  no  water  is  now  taken  from  these  wells ;  but  the  Board 
has  not  made  any  recent  examinations  in  sufficient  detail  to  enable 
it  to  state  that  all  of  the  remaining  wells  now  furnish  good  water. 
The  analyses  of  the  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  faucets  in 
town  show  that  the  water  is  not  perfectly  purified ;  but  it  is  not 
feasible  to  tell  from  them  whether  the  result  is  due  to  a  slight 
deterioration  in  the  efficiency  of  the  purification  of  the  whole  of 
the  water,  or  whether  it  is  caused  by  the  mingling  of  imperfectly 
purified  water  from  a  few  of  the  wells  with  that  from  other  wells 
which  furnish  a  thoroughly  purified  water.  In  the  former  case, 
notwithstanding  the  slight  deterioration  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
purification,  the  water  would  be  regarded  as  suitable  for  drinking 
purposes,  while  in  the  latter  it  might  not  be  so  regarded. 

A  copy  of  both  of  the  replies  of  the  Board  above  referred  to  is 
enclosed  herewith.  (See  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Board, 
page  15,  and  twenty-fifth  annual  report,  page  200.) 

The  school  committee  again  applied  to  the  Board  Oct.  30, 
181)4,  asking  whether,  in  its  judgment,  the  water  thus  fur- 
nished by  the  water  company  was  a  safe  supply  "  for  the 
school  children  of  Hyde  Park  for  drinking  purposes."  The 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Dec.  6,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  letter  dated 
Oct.  30,  1894,  stating  that  you  had  received  the  communication  of 
the  Board,  dated  October  5,  in  answer  to  your  request  for  tests  of 
the  water  supplied  by  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company,  and  that 
the  school  committee  had  instructed  you  to  inquire  whether^  in  the 
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judgment  of  the  Board,  it  was  safe  to  supply  the  school  children 
of  Hyde  Park,  for  drinking  purposes,  with  the  water  furnished  by 
this  water  company. 

The  reply  of  October  5  contained  as  definite  a  statement  of  the 
conditions  affecting  the  purity  of  the  Hyde  Park  water  as  it  was 
feasible  to  make.  As  you  have  probably  learned  already  from  this 
reply  some  of  the  wells  under  the  control  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water 
Company,  which  it  is  understood  have  not  been  used,  furnish 
water  of  unsuitable  quality  for  drinking,  and  the  Board  has  no 
certain  knowledge  that  all  of  the  other  wells  furnish  water  of  good 
quality ;  in  fact,  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  supply  to  the 
town  is  not  perfectly  purified  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the 
water  must  be  regarded  with  suspicion. 

The  Board  does  not  believe  that,  from  the  information  now  in 
its  possession,  it  would  be  justified  in  giving  an  opinion  that  the 
water  furnished  by  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  is  unwhole- 
some ;  but  there  is  an  uncertainty  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  the 
water  during  a  portion  if  not  the  whole  of  the  year,  which  leaves 
no  question  that  it  would  be  better  to  supply  the  school  children 
with  a  water  of  known  purity. 

Hyde  Park  Water  Compaxy.  An  application  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  July  10,  1894, 
for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  quality  of  **  three 
six-inch  driven  wells  located  and  to  be  located  on  land  be- 
longing to  the  company  near  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  in  Hyde  Park."    The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Dec.  7,  1894. 

Samples  sent  in  by  you  from  one  of  these  wells  on  June  14  and 
from  another  on  June  30  had  previously  been  analyzed  with  satis- 
factory results. 

A  visit  was  made  to  your  works  by  one  of  the  engineers  of  the 
Board  on  July  13,  when  water  was  being  drawn  regularly  from 
these  wells  by  the  pump  in  the  pumping  station.  The  analysis  of 
a  sample  of  water  collected  at  this  time  showed  a  slight  deteriora- 
tion in  the  quality  of  the  water,  and  a  sample  collected  in  a  similar 
manner  a  week  later  showed  a  still  further  slight  deterioration. 

In  view  of  this  change  in  the  character  of  the  water,  the  results 
of  the  analyses  were  sent  you  on  July  27,  accompanied  by  a  com- 
munication calling  attention  to  the  change  in  the  character  of  the 
water,  and  stating  that  the  Board  would  defer  making  a  formal 
reply  to  your  application  until  it  could  make  fuithei  examinations, 
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with  a  view  to  determining  the  character  of  the  water  after  pump- 
ing had  been  continued  for  a  longer  time. 

Six  more  analyses  were  made,  from  June  30  to  September  4  in- 
clusive, the  water  generally  coming  from  either  two  or  three  of  the 
first  group  of  three  wells.  At  different  times  during  the  month  of 
September  samples  were  sent  in  from  each  of  three  additional 
wells  located  about  the  same  distance  from  the  railroad  as  the  first 
three,  and  a  short  distance  further  from  your  pumping  station.  In 
October  and  November,  after  all  six  wells  had  been  connected, 
additional  samples  were  analyzed.  The  changes  in  the  mineral 
constituents  of  the  water  taken  from  these  wells  correspond  nearly 
enough  with  the  changes  in  the  mineral  constituents  of  the  water 
of  the  Neponset  River  to  show  clearly  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  water  from  these  wells  comes  from  the  river ;  and,  as  the 
river  is  a  highly  polluted  stream,  the  purification  should  be  very 
thorough.  The  later  analyses,  both  from  the  first  three  and  from 
all  six  of  the  wells,  while  they  show  a  large  degree  of  purification 
resulting  from  the  filtration  of  the  river  water  through  the  gi*ound, 
do  not  show  a  suflSciently  thorough  purification  to  make  the  water 
safe  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  is  not  at  all  times  rendered 
wholly  free  from  turbidity,  sediment,  color  or  odor,  and  the  amount 
of  organic  matter  left  in  the  water  is  larger  than  it  should  be  in  a 
water  filtered  from  a  polluted  source.  The  character  of  the  water 
from  these  wells  may  vary  somewhat  with  the  season  of  the  year, 
being  better  in  the  wet  than  in  the  dry  season  ;  but  it  is  probable 
that  with  a  continued  draft  upon  the  wells  the  water  will  grow 
worse  rather  than  better  in  the  future. 

In  view  of  all  these  results,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
six  wells  examined  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  furnish  a  water  of 
satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  purposes ;  and  it  recommends  that 
you  obtain  some  new  source  of  water  supply,  unless  you  can  obtain 
good  water  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  your  present  pump- 
ing station,  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  river  than  the  wells 
driven  by  you  this  year  and  last. 

Ipswich.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Ipswich  applied  to  the  Board  Dec.  28,  1893,  for  its  advice 
relative  to  taking  Dow's  Brook  in  Ipswich  as  a  public  water 
supply ;  this  source  to  l)e  supplemented  when  necessary  with 
water  from  Bull  Brook.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Feb.  1,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  an  application 
dated  Dec.  28,  1893,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  your  engineer, 
Mr.  Percy  M.  Blake,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the 
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town,  to  be  taken  from  Dow's  Brook  within  said  town.  The 
report  of  your  engineer  also  contained  the  results  of  his  investi- 
gations of  other  possible  sources  of  supply  in  the  town. 

The  Board  has  already  considered  plans  for  a  water  supply  to 
be  taken  from  Dow's  Brook,  submitted  by  a  water  committee  of 
your  town  on  Nov.  30,  1889 ;  but  the  plans  then  submitted  in- 
cluded a  storage  reservoir  having  somewhat  less  depth  and  smaller 
capacity  than  the  one  now  proposed. 

The  water  of  Dow's  Brook  is  of  good  quality.  The  reservoir 
in  which  it  is  to  be  stored  is  on  the  whole  somewhat  shallow,  and 
in  order  to  render  the  water  less  liable  to  deteriorate  by  storage 
and  become  affected  by  the  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  to  which 
stored  waters  are  sometimes  subject,  it  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
by  the  removal  of  all  vegetable  matter  from  its  bottom  and  sides. 
Care  should  also  be  taken  to  prevent  any  pollution  of  the  water 
by  the  farmhouses  upon  the  water-shed. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  by  itself  will  furnish 
with  the  storage  now  proposed,  provided  the  dam  is  made  water- 
tight, will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  town  after 
water  has  been  thoroughly  introduced  until  there  has  been  some 
increase  in  the  population ;  and  it  is  stated  by  your  engineer  that 
Bull  Brook,  also  known  as  Egypt  River,  at  a  point  not  more  than 
seven  hundred  feet  from  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam,  flows  at  a 
higher  elevation  than  the  water  will  stand  in  the  proposed  reser- 
voir, so  that  additional  water  can  be  diverted  into  it  from  this 
brook  when  necessary. 

The  water  of  Bull  Brook  comes  from  a  swampy  region,  and 
would  not  be  of  satisfactory  quality  for  a  public  water  supply  if  it 
was  furnished  dii*ectly  to  the  consumers  ;  but  it  is  not  a  polluted 
water,  or  one  that  need  be  regarded  as  injurious  to  the  health  of 
those  drinking  it ;  and  if  a  small  proportion  of  it  should  be  turned 
into  the  proposed  storage  reservoir  in  dry  years,  when  there  might 
otherwise  be  a  shortage  of  water,  the  mingled  waters  when  sup- 
plied to  the  town  would  not  be  of  objectionable  quality. 

The  Board  concludes  that  the  present  plan  for  taking  a  water 
supply  from  Dow's  Brook,  supplemented  by  Bull  Brook  when 
necessary,  is  the  best  plan  which  has  yet  been  submitted  to  it  for 
the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Ipswich,  and  it  believes  this  plan 
to  be  a  suitable  one  for  adoption  by  the  town. 

LoNOMEADOW.  The  water  board  of  Longmeadow  applied 
to  the  Board  Oct.  12,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative  to  taking 
the  water  of  Cooley  Brook  in  that  town  as  a  source  of  water 
supply.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 
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with  a  view  to  determining  the  character  of  the  water  atter  pump- 
ing liad  been  coulinued  for  a  longer  lime. 

Six  more  analyses  were  made,  from  June  .10  to  September  4  in- 
clusive, the  water  generally  coming  from  either  two  or  three  of  the 
first  group  of  three  wells.  At  different  times  during  the  month  of 
September  samples  were  sent  in  from  each  of  three  additional 
wells  located  about  the  same  distance  from  the  railroad  as  the  first 
three,  and  a  short  distHoec  fnrther  from  your  pumping  station.  In 
October  and  November,  after  all  six  wells  had  been  connected, 
additional  samples  were  analyzed.  The  changes  in  the  mineral 
constituents  of  the  water  taken  from  these  wells  correspond  nenrly 
enough  with  the  changes  in  the  mineral  constituents  of  the  water 
of  the  Neponsct  River  to  show  clearly  that  n  considerable  portion 
of  the  water  from  these  wella  comes  from  the  river;  and,  as  tiie 
river  is  a  highly  polluted  stream,  the  purification  should  be  very 
thorough.  The  later  analyses,  both  fi'om  the  first  three  and  from 
all  six  of  the  wells,  while  they  show  a  large  degree  of  purification 
resulting  from  the  filtration  of  the  river  water  through  the  gi-oiiiid, 
do  not  show  n  sulHcicntly  thorough  puriBcation  to  make  the  water 
safe  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  is  not  at  all  times  rendered 
wholly  free  from  turbidity,  sediroent,  color  or  odor,  and  the  amount 
of  organic  matter  left  in  the  water  is  larger  than  it  should  be  iu  a 
water  filtered  from  a  polluted  source.  The  character  of  the  water 
from  these  wells  may  vary  somewhat  with  the  season  of  the  year, 
being  better  in  the  wet  than  in  the  dry  season  ;  but  it  is  probable 
that  with  a  continued  draft  upon  the  wella  the  water  will  grow 
woi-se  rather  than  better  iu  the  future. 

In  view  of  all  these  results,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
six  wells  esamiued  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  furnish  a  water  of 
satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  purposes  ;  and  it  recommends  that 
you  obtain  some  new  source  of  water  supply,  unless  you  can  obtain 
good  water  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  your  present  pump- 
ing station,  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  river  than  the  wclis 
driven  b^  you  this  year  and  last. 

IpsmCH.  The  cotnmittee  on  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Ipswich  applied  to  the  Board  Dpc.  28,  1893,  for  its  advice 
relative  to  taking  Dow's  Brook  in  Ipswich  as  a  public  water 
supply ;  this  source  to  be  supplemented  when  necessary  with 
water  from  Bull  Brook.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 


The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yon  an  application 
dated  Dee,  28,  1893,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  yonr  eugineer, 
Mr.  Percy  M.  Blake,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the 
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an  engineer  of  the  Board,  and  a  sample  of  water  from  it  has  been 
analyzed.  The  pond  has  a  very  small  water-shed,  and  would  fur- 
nish so  small  a  quantity  of  water  daily  that  the  supply  from  it 
would  scarcely  be  appreciable.  Moreover,  the  supply  taken  from 
the  pond  would  not  be  wholly  additional,  because  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  tlie  water  which  it  would  furnish  now  fmds  its  way  into 
the  wells  by  filtration  through  the  ground.  It  has  been  suggested 
by  those  connected  with  the  works,  that,  as  a  pipe  leading  from 
this  pond  would  supply  water  by  gravity  to  the  pumps,  such  a  con- 
nection might  haye  a  special  value  in  case  of  accident  to  the  suc- 
tion pipe  or  other  similar  emergency  ;  but  this  is  a  point  which  can 
be  determined  better  by  you  than  by  this  Board.  The  quality  of 
the  water  of  the  pond  is  such  that  it  might  be  used  for  water 
supply  purposes,  though  it  is  not  nearly  as  good  as  the  ground 
water  obtained  from  your  wells. 

With  regard  to  the  second  request,  for  general  advice  as  to  the 
best  plan  of  increasing  the  supply,  the  Board  advises  that  you 
make  investigations  with  reference  to  increasing  the  supply  of 
water  to  your  wells  by  filtering  the  river  water  intermittently 
through  the  gravelly  upland  in  their  vicinity,  in  the  same  general 
manner  that  sewage  is  now  filtered  at  Framingham.  If  the  water 
should  be  applied  evenly  and  intermittently  to  porous  land  having 
its  surface  six  feet  or  more  above  the  level  of  the  ground  water,  in 
comparatively  small  quantities  (say  not  exceeding  300,000  gallons 
per  acre  per  day),  it  would  be  feasible  to  purify  it  so  that  it  would 
be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  as  the  water  you  now  obtain  from 
the  wells  when  no  water  is  admitted  from  the  river.  It  seems 
probable  that  land  suitable  for  this  purpose  may  be  found  either 
west  of  the  wells,  between  the  railroad  and  the  small  pond  con- 
cerning which  you  have  asked  advice,  or  north  of  the  wells,  between 
the  railroad  and  the  river. 

Should  you  make  these  investigations  and  have  additional  infor- 
mation to  present,  the  Board  will  advise  you  further  in  this  matter. 

MiLTOX.  The  Milton  Water  Company  applied  to  the 
Board  April  23,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative  to  taking  water 
for  a  public  water  supply  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pine  Tree  Brook  at  a  point  east  of  Ilarhind  Street ;  this 
source  to  be  supplemented  by  water  taken  from  this  brook 
near  Harland  Street  in  that  town.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

June  8,  18W. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  dated 
April  23,  1894,  with  regard  to  a  new  water  supply  for  the  town  of 
Milton,  to  be  taken  from  the  valley  of  Pine  Tree  Brook  within  thi 
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Nov.  21,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application 
dated  Oct.  12,  1894,  with  regard  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for 
the  town  of  Longmeadow,  to  be  taken  from  Cooley  Brook  at  a 
point  above  any  source  of  pollution.  Your  application  contains 
the  following  statements  :  — 

'^  For  several  months  past  frequent  measurements  of  the  flow 
of  the  stream  have  been  made,  and  the  results  show  a  flow  of  8,750 
gallons  per  hour,  or  210,000  gallons  per  day.  It  is  proposed  to 
construct  a  receiving  reseiToir  of  either  masonry  or  selected  tim- 
ber, which  will  contain  100,000  gallons.  The  stand-pipe  will  hold 
110,000  gallons." 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  water-shed  of 
Cooley  Brook  to  be  made,  also  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water 
collected  from  the  brook  near  the  proposed  point  of  taking,  and 
finds  that  the  water  at  the  present  time  is  of  satisfactory  quality 
for  all  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

It  is  better  that  the  receiving  resei-voir  should  be  constructed  of 
masonry  rather  than  of  wood,  because  experience  in  other  places 
has  shown  that  wood  in  similar  situations  produces  conditions 
which  are  favorable  to  the  growth  of  organisms,  and  a  consequent 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water  stored  in  contact  with  it. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  reservoir  should  be  covered  in  such  a  way 
as  to  exclude  the  light. 

The  measurements  of  the  flow  of  the  brook,  made  by  you  during 
the  past  season,  taken  in  connection  with  the  area  of  the  water- 
shed apparently  tributary  to  it,  as  observed  by  one  of  the  engineers 
of  the  Board,  indicate  that  water  sufficient  for  at  least  twice  the 
present  population  of  the  town  can  be  obtained  from  this  source. 

MiLFORD,  An  application  was  received  from  the  Milford 
Water  Company  April  20,  1894,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  increasing  its  water  supply  by  taking  the  water 
of  a  small  pond  situated  near  the  present  pumping  station 
of  the  company.      The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

May  3,  1894. 

Tlie  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  dated 
April  20,  1894,  with  regard  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply 
to  be  taken  from  a  small  pond  near  the  pumping  station,  from 
which  water  can  be  brought  to  the  pumping  station  by  gravity, 
and  also  for  general  advice  as  to  the  best  plan  of  increasing  the 
supply. 

An  examination  of  the  small  pond  referred  to  has  been  made  by 
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an  engineer  of  the  Board,  and  a  sample  of  water  from  it  has  been 
analyzed.  The  pond  has  a  very  small  water-shed,  and  would  fur- 
nish so  small  a  quantity  of  water  daily  that  the  supply  from  it 
would  scarcely  be  appreciable.  Moreover,  the  supply  taken  from 
the  pond  would  not  be  wholly  additional,  because  a  part  or  the 
whole  of  the  water  which  it  would  furnish  now  finds  its  way  into 
the  wells  by  filtration  through  the  ground.  It  has  been  suggested 
by  those  connected  with  the  works,  that,  as  a  pipe  leading  from 
this  pond  would  supply  water  by  gravity  to  the  pumps,  such  a  con- 
nection might  hav.e  a  special  value  in  case  of  accident  to  the  suc- 
tion pipe  or  other  similar  emergency ;  but  this  is  a  point  which  can 
be  determined  better  by  you  than  by  this  Board.  The  quality  of 
the  water  of  the  pond  is  such  that  it  might  be  used  for  water 
supply  purposes,  though  it  is  not  nearly  as  good  as  the  ground 
water  obtained  from  your  wells. 

With  regard  to  the  second  request,  for  general  advice  as  to  the 
best  plan  of  increasing  the  supply,  the  Board  advises  that  you 
make  investigations  with  reference  to  increasing  the  supply  of 
water  to  your  wells  by  filtering  the  river  water  intermittently 
through  the  gravelly  upland  in  their  vicinity,  in  the  same  general 
manner  that  sewage  is  now  filtered  at  Framingham.  If  the  water 
should  be  applied  evenly  and  intermittently  to  porous  land  having 
its  surface  six  feet  or  more  above  the  level  of  the  ground  water,  in 
comparatively  small  quantities  (say  not  exceeding  300,000  gallons 
per  acre  per  day),  it  would  be  feasible  to  purify  it  so  that  it  would 
be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  good  as  the  water  you  now  obtain  from 
the  wells  when  no  water  is  admitted  from  the  river.  It  seems 
probable  that  land  suitable  for  this  purpose  may  be  found  either 
west  of  the  wells,  between  the  railroad  and  the  small  pond  con- 
cerning which  you  have  asked  advice,  or  north  of  the  wells,  between 
the  railroad  and  the  river. 

Should  you  make  these  investigations  and  have  additional  infor- 
mation to  present,  the  Board  will  advise  you  further  in  this  matter. 

Milton.  The  Milton  Water  Company  applied  to  the 
Board  April  23,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative  to  taking  water 
for  a  public  water  supply  from  the  ground  in  the  vichiity 
of  Pine  Tree  Brook  at  a  point  east  of  Harland  Street ;  this 
source  to  be  supplemented  by  water  taken  from  this  brook 
near  Harland  Street  in  that  town.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

June  8,  18W. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  dated 
April  23,  1894,  with  regard  to  a  new  water  supply  for  the  town  of 
Milton,  to  be  taken  from  the  valley  of  Pine  Tree  Brook  within  the 
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limits  of  the  town,  above  Canton  Avenue.  As  a  part  of  your 
application  you  make  the  following  statement :  — 

*'  It  is  proposed  to  obtain  a  supply  of  ground  water  from  the 
meadow  land  on  the  east  side  of  Harland  Street,  through  which  land 
the  Pine  Tree  Brook  flows  ;  such  ground  water  to  be  supplemented 
by  water  taken  from  the  brook  at  a  point  near  and  just  above  the 
old  dam  sites  on  Harland  Street.  The  brook  water  may  be  accu- 
mulated in  a  small  settling  basin  and  conducted  thence  by  gravity 
to  the  pumping  station  of  the  company.  If  necessary,  sand  filtra- 
tion of  the  brook  water  can  be  adopted.  The.  water-shed  above 
the  point  of  taking  is  not  less  than  four  square  miles,  and  includes 
a  portion  of  the  domain  taken  for  metropolitan  park  purposes." 

The  application  was  also  accompanied  by  the  report  and  plan 
made  by  your  engineer,  showing  the  tests  which  had  been  made  to 
determine  whether  a  supply  of  ground  water  could  be  obtained,  and 
the  general  method  of  obtaining  the  supply. 

The  Board  has  caused  a  careful  examination  to  be  made  by  one 
of  its  engineers  of  the  locality  and  of  the  plan  and  report  sub- 
mitted, and  has  caused  analyses  to  be  made  of  water  from  Pine 
Tree  Brook  and  from  test  wells  near  the  point  where  it  is  proposed 
to  locate  the  permanent  well.  The  analyses  and  an  examination 
of  the  surroundings  show  that  water  of  excellent  quality  can  be 
obtained  from  the  ground  at  the  site  of  the  proposed  well.  The 
quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  an  underground  source  is, 
necessarily,  somewhat  indeterminate  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  a  well 
or  wells  at  the  proposed  location  will  supply  as  much  water  as  will 
be  required  for  the  town  for  a  few  years,  and,  possibly,  a  much 
larger  quantity. 

The  quality  of  the  brook  water  is  such,  in  its  natural  state,  that 
it  would  not  be  wholly  satisfactory  for  a  public  water  supply ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  danger  of  pollution  by  the  present  population 
and  the  population  which  is  likely  to  locate  upon  a  water-shed  so 
near  Boston,  the  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  water  ought  not  to 
be  taken  directly  from  this  brook.  It  may  be  feasible  to  increase 
the  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  the  well  or  wells  by  turning  some 
of  the  brook  water  intermittently  and  in  comparatively  small  quan- 
tities upon  the  ground  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  wells, 
but  in  such  locations  that  it  will  filter  through  the  ground  into  the 
wells.  With  this  method  of  filtration  properly  conducted,  it  is 
probable  that  the  brook  water  might  be  purified  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  would  be  of  satisfactory  quality  until  there  is  a  considera* 
ble  addition  to  the  population  upon  the  water-shed. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  ground  water,  no  sew- 
age or  other  polluting  waste  should  be  turned  into  or  upon  the 
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ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  well;  and  if  there  should  be  any 
large  increase  in  population  upon  any  part  of  the  territory  which 
contributes  to  the  supply  of  the  well,  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  the  water,  to  provide  a  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  for  conveying  away  the  polluting  wastes. 

The  Board  calls  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  now  making 
investigations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  water  supply  for  Boston 
and  its  suburbs  within  ten  miles  of  the  State  House,  and  that  it 
expects  to  make  its  report  to  the  Legislature  at  the  beginning  of 
next  year.  It  will  obviously  require  a  few  years,  after  the  ques- 
tion is  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature,  before  the  metro- 
politan supply  will  be  available  ;  and,  even  if  Milton  should  desire 
to  co-operate  with  other  cities  and  towns  in  the  metropolitan  dis- 
trict in  obtaining  this  supply,  it  may  still  be  necessary  to  provide 
at  least  a  temporary  independent  supply,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
deficiency  in  the  next  few  years. 

If  the  proposed  ground-water  supply  for  Milton  should  prove 
deficient  in  quantity,  or  if  the  population  should  increase  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  make  the  water  unsuitable  in  quality,  it  is  very 
doubtful  if  it  would  be  practicable  to  obtain  from  any  other  source 
a  suitable  independent  supply  for  the  town. 

The  Board,  therefore,  advises  that  the  first  works  for  obtaining 
a  new  supply  should  be  built  with  reference  to  taking  a  supply  from 
the  ground  only.  It  can  be  determined  much  better  in  the  future, 
after  the  capacity  of  the  ground  has  been  tested  by  actual  trial 
aud  after  the  report  has  been  made  upon  the  metropolitan  water 
supply,  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  per- 
manent supply  for  the  whole  town  from  the  proposed  source. 

MoNSOX.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  Monson 
applied  to  the  Board  March  8,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative 
to  taking  a  public  water  supply  from  the  water-shed  of 
Conant  Brook  in  that  town.    The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

March  30,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  with 
regard  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town  of  Monson.  It  is 
understood  that  you  intend  to  take  the  supply  from  some  point 
within  the  water-shed  of  Conant  Brook,  and  that  it  will  probably 
be  taken  from  a  large  collecting  well  situated  near  a  branch  of 
Conant  Brook  known  as  Ingalls  Brook. 

The  Board  has  caused  this  temtory  to  be  examined  by  one  of 
its  engineers,  and  has  made  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from 
Conant  Brook  Just  below  Ingalls  Brook,  from  the  two  principal 
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brancheB  of  Ingalls  Brook  and  from  a  test  well  near  this  brook. 
These  analyses  show  that  the  water  from  all  of  these  brooks  is 
very  soft,  and  of  very  good  quality  for  a  surface  water,  and  that 
the  water  would  be  suitable  for  all  the  purposes  of  public  water 
supply.  The  surface  water,  however,  is  not  nearly  as  good  as  the 
sample  from  the  test  well,  which  is  practically  a  spring  water  of 
excellent  quality,  and  is  also  very  soft. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  the  supply  of  the  town  can  be  obtained  from  this  water-shed  ; 
and  the  results  obtained  from  test  wells,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  results  of  an  examination  of  the  surrounding  territory,  make 
it  probable  that  a  sufficient  supply  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground 
in  this  vicinity  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan  for 
taking  water  from  the  ground.  If  this  supply  should  prove  insuffi- 
cient, it  will  be  possible  at  any  time  to  -supplement  it  by  taking 
water  from  the  brooks. 

The  Board  would  therefore  advise  that  the  Conant  Brook  water- 
shed is  a  suitable  source  from  which  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water 
for  the  town,  and  would  also  advise  taking  the  water  from  the 
ground,  as  is  now  proposed. 

New  Bedford.  The  water  board  of  New  Bedford  applied 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health  Jan.  12,  1894,  for  its  advice 
relative  to  the  propriety  of  taking  an  additional  water  supply 
from  the  great  ponds  in  the  town  of  Lakeville,  to  which  the 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Feb.  21,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Jan.  12,  1894, 
an  application  asking  its  advice  with  regard  to  a  proposed  addi- 
tional water  supply  from  the  Lakeville  ponds,  said  application 
being  accompanied  by  the  report  of  Messrs.  Rice  &  Evans, 
hydraulic  engineers,  indicating  the  proposed  methods  of  taking  tlie 
water,  and  by  a  copy  of  the  draft  of  an  act  accompanying  the  peti- 
tion of  your  board  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  increase  the 
water  supply  of  New  Bedford. 

The  plan  proposed,  as  indicated  by  these  various  documents,  is 
to  take  water  from  Little  Quittacas  Pond,  and  to  keep  this  pond 
supplied  with  water  from  the  other  Lakeville  ponds  by  providing 
more  ample  water  ways  between  Great  Quittacas  and  Little  Quit- 
tacas ponds,  and  between  Pocksha  and  Great  Quittacas  ponds.  It 
is  further  proposed  by  the  act  that  this  water  supply  shall  be  taken 
from  a  reserve  to  be  created  by  a  dam  at  the  outlet  of  Assawomp- 
sett  Pond,  or  by  a  dam  or  dams  at  the  outlet  of  Long  Pond. 
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The  Board  finds  that  the  present  consumption  of  water  in  New 
Bedford  has  reached  the  limit  of  capacity  of  the  present  sources 
of  water  supply  in  very  dry  years,  and  an  additional  supply  is  now 
required.  With  regard  to  the  source  that  this  supply  should  be 
taken  from,  there  seems  to  be  no  question  but  that  it  should  be 
taken  from  one  or  more  of  the  Lakeville  ponds.  These  ponds  are 
very  large  and  are  fed  from  a  large  water-shed,  so  that  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  can  be  made  to  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  for  a  very  long  time  in  the  future  for  all  of  the  communities 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  them  which  they  would  naturally 
be  expected  to  serve.  The  question  with  regard  to  the  source  of 
an  additional  water  supply,  therefore,  narrows  to  the  relative 
quality  of  water  in  the  different  ponds  and  the  best  method  of 
obtaining  the  required  quantity  of  water,  having  due  regard  to  the 
quality  and  to  the  effect  which  the  method  of  taking  the  water  mny 
have  upon  the  various  interests  to  be  affected  thereby. 

Little  Quittacas  Pond,  one  of  the  present  sources  of  supply, 
contains  the  best  water  of  any  of  the  ponds  under  consideration, 
and  although  the  other  ponds  will  furnish  a  water  that  might  be 
used  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  there  is  con- 
siderable difference  in  the  quality  of  the  water  in  them,  and  the 
water  of  all  of  them  would  be  improved  by  passing  through  and 
mingling  with  the  water  of  Little  Quittacas  Pond  before  being  con- 
veyed to  the  city. 

The  different  ponds  rank  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  quality  of 
their  waters:  Assawompsett  Pond,  Great  Quittacas  Pond,  Long 
Pond. 

No  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  water  of  Pocksha  Pond, 
as  it  has  been  regarded  as  a  part  of  Assawompsett  Pond. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Assawompsett  Pond  contains  the  best  water 
for  supplementing  the  supply  from  Little  Quittacas  Pond ;  but  the 
distance  between  these  ponds  is  so  great  that  the  extra  cost  of 
taking  water  from  Assawompsett  Pond  would  not  be  warranted 
when  a  water  as  good  as  that  in  Great  Quittacas  Pond  is  close  at 
hand.  Of  the  two  nearer  sources.  Great  Quittacas  Pond  will  fur- 
nish a  much  better  water  than  Long  Pond,  and  it  has  the  further 
advantage  that  it  can  easily  be  connected  with  Little  Quittacas  at 
a  point  across  the  pond  from  the  proposed  pumping  station,  so  that 
its  water  will  have  a  better  opportunity  to  be  improved  in  its  pas- 
sage through  Little  Quittacas  Pond,  both  by  mingling  with  the 
water  of  this  pond  and  by  bleaching. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  which  you  have  submitted  it  is 
proposed  to  obtain  the  required  quantity  of  water  from  a  reserve 
to  be  created  by  a  dam  at  the  outlet  of  Assawompsett  Pond,  or  by 
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a  dam  or  dams  at  the  outlet  of  Long  Pond.  Inquiry  had  been  made 
of  your  superintendent  for  information  bearing  upon  the  question 
of  the  amount  of  water  which  such  a  reserve  as  is  contemplated  can 
supply  ;  and,  while  he  has  furnished  all  the  information  which  he 
has  been  able  to  obtain,  it  is  insufficient  as  a  basis  for  estimating 
at  all  definitely  the  amount  of  water  to  be  obtained  in  this  way. 
Further  inquiry  has  been  made  in  other  directions  by  the  engineers 
of  the  Board,  and  the  quantity  of  water  which  such  a  reser\'e  as  is 
contemplated  will  supply  has  been  carefully  computed  upon  the 
basis  of  the  information  obtained,  which,  although  meagre,  is  the 
best  that  is  now  available.  The  result  of  these  computations  has 
led  the  Board  to  the  provisional  conclusion  that  it  will  not  be  feasi- 
ble to  obtain  in  dry  years  a  sufficient  water  supply  for  the  cities  of 
Taunton  and  New  Bedford  for  a  reasonable  time  in  the  future  f ix>m 
the  contemplated  reserve. 

The  question  of  creating  a  reserve  by  raising  one  or  all  of  the 
ponds  should  also  be  considered  with  reference  to  its  effect  upon 
the  quality  of  the  water.  If  all  of  the  ponds  should  be  raised  suffi- 
ciently to  overflow  the  very  extensive  swamps  and  cranberry  bogs 
bordering  upon  them,  it  would  materially  injure  the  quality  of  the 
water  in  the  ponds  for  water  supply  purposes. 

If  the  storage  should  be  confined  to  Long  Pond  alone,  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  should  deteriorate  owing  to  the  flowage  of 
swamps  and  other  lands,  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  New 
Bedford  would  not  be  appreciably  affected,  because  very  little  if 
any  of  the  water  of  Long  Pond  would  ever  find  its  way  through 
Assawompsett  and  Great  Quittacas  into  Little  Quittacas  Pond ; 
but  any  deterioration  of  the  water  of  Long  Pond  would  have  an 
unfavorable  effect  upon  the  Taunton  water  supply,  a  portion  of 
which  is  to  be  taken  from  Assawompsett  Pond,  not  very  far  from 
where  the  water  of  Long  Pond  enters  it. 

A  rcsei've  such  as  is  contemplated,  if  found  to  be  feasible,  would 
prevent  or  diminish  the  injury  to  water  powers  dependent  wholly 
or  in  part  upon  the  water  which  flows  from  these  ponds ;  but  it 
may  be  questioned  whether  the  injury  to  the  property  suiTounding 
the  ponds  by  raising  their  level  would  not  more  than  offset  the 
damage  that  would  result  to  the  water  powers  by  taking  the  water 
without  creating  a  reser\'e. 

With  the  information  now  available,  the  Board  does  not  think  it 
advisable  that  you  should  obtain  an  act  which  will  limit  your  tak- 
ing of  the  water  of  these  ponds  to  a  reserve  such  as  is  contem- 
plated, or  which  will  make  compulsory  the  erection  of  a  dam  to 
store  a  reserve  of  water  equal  to  one  year's  supply  for  the  cities  of 
Taunton  and  New  Bedford. 
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If  the  supply  is  not  to  be  taken  from  a  reserve,  the  question 
arises  as  to  how  it  shall  be  taken.  The  plan  proposed  by  your 
engineers  and  referred  to  by  you  provides  for  more  ample  water 
ways  between  the  ponds,  by  which  all  of  the  chain  of  ponds  ex- 
tending from  Assawompsett  to  Little  Quittacas  can  be  put  in 
free  communication  with  one  another.  If  these  water  ways  should 
be  kept  open,  the  draft  upon  Little  Quittacas  for  supplying  New 
Bedford  with  water  would  cause  all  of  the  ponds  to  lower  in  sum- 
mer more  than  they  otherwise  would,  and  consequently  the  flow 
out  of  Assawompsett  Pond  into  the  Nemasket  River  would  be 
diminished. 

Another  plan  for  taking  water,  which  would  cause  less  diminu- 
tion in  the  summer  flow  of  the  Nemasket  River,  is  to  supplement 
Little  Quittacas  by  turning  into  it  water  from  Great  Quittacas  Pond 
only,  obtaining  the  required  quantity  of  water  in  summer  by  low- 
ering the  level  of  the  pond.  Estimates  show  that  if  this  pond  can 
be  drawn  down  about  six  feet  it  will  supply  in  the  driest  year,  in 
connection  with  the  sources  now  used,  enough  water  to  supply  the 
city  of  New  Bedford  until  its  population  reaches  100,000.  A 
somewhat  larger  supply  might  be  obtained  almost  wholly  from  this 
source  if  provision  should  be  made  for  turning  water  from  Pocksha 
Pond  into  Ureat  Quittacas  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  pro- 
vided Great  Quittacas  should  not  then  be  full. 

It  is  not  probable  that  there  would  be  much  difference  in  the 
quality  of  the  water  obtained  by  either  of  the  two  plans  just  men- 
tioned, although  the  conditions  are  somewhat  more  favorable  in  the 
first  one.  The  Board  cannot  advise  definitely  as  to  which  of  these 
two  plans  will  be  the  better  one  to  adopt,  having  due  regard  for 
the  future ;  because  it  is  not  fully  informed  as  to  whether  it  is  fea- 
sible to  draw  Great  Quittacas  Pond  down  to  the  extent  above  indi- 
cated, or,  if  it  can  be  done,  whether  any  local  interests  will  be 
seriously  affected  thereby.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  this  pond 
will  furnish  all  of  the  water  required  for  New  Bedford  for  quite  a 
long  time  in  the  future  without  very  much  lowering  of  its  surface, 
even  in  the  dry  portion  of  the  year ;  and  it  may  be  that  the  right 
to  take  the  waters  of  this  pond  is  all  that  is  desirable  at  the  pres« 
ent  time. 

The  water  now  supplied  to  the  city  is  drawn  directly  through  a 
conduit  from  the  Acushnct  reservoir,  and,  although  the  quality  of 
the  water  is  not  such  that  it  would  be  regarded  as  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  it  is,  nevertheless,  on 
account  of  its  contact  with  the  swamps  upon  the  water-shed  and 
its  storage  in  a  shallow  reservoir,  a  much  poorer  water  than  that 
in  the  Lakeviile  Ponds.    It  is,  therefore,  very  desirable  that  pro- 
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vision  sboulil  he  made  for  conveying  the  water  of  the  ponds  to 
New  Bedford  in  sucli  a  way  th.it  it  will  not  be  occeeaary  to  mingle 
it  with  the  water  of  this  reservoir. 

NewbubypoRT.  Tho  miiyor  of  Newburyport  applied  to 
the  Board  Dec.  21,  1893,  for  its  opmion  as  to  tlie  probable 
eflSciency  of  a  filter  constructed  by  the  Newburyport  Water 
Company  near  its  pumping  station  in  siipplyinga  "  safe  water 
for  use  in  the  public  schooU  and  genenilly  throughout  the 
city."    To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  follows  ;  — 


The  Board  has  canaed  an  examination  to  be  made,  by  one  of  its 

engineers,  of  tbe  filter  constructed  by  the  Newburyport  Water 
Company  near  its  pumping  station. 

The  medium  through  which  it  is  intended  to  filter  tlie  water  is  a 
layer  of  Plum  Island  sand  about  tljree  feet  in  thickness,  which 
would  not  in  itself  prevent  tbe  passage  of  disease  gei-ms.  It  is 
undci'stood,  however,  that  a  coagulant  is  to  be  added  to  the  water 
before  filtration,  as  is  the  usual  practice  with  the  so-called  tnechaui- 
cal  filters,  so  as  to  render  the  filtration  more  effective. 

The  Board  Las  not  had  any  opportunity  to  test  the  filter  at  New- 
buryport, as  it  is  not  yet  in  operation,  but  has  made  esamiuations 
of  the  water  from  several  mechanical  filters,  and,  judging  from 
the  results  obtained,  is  of  opinion  that  a  filter  like  that  at  New- 
buryport cannot  be  depended  upon  to  remove  the  disease  germs 
from  the  Merrimack  Itiver  water  so  as  to  render  it  safe  for  driuk- 
ing  in  the  public  schools  or  by  the  citizens  of  Newburyport. 

Newburyport  Water  Company.  An  application  was 
received  from  the  Newburyport  Water  Comp.any  June  20, 
1894,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  an 
additional  water  snpjjly  from  wells  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Artichoke  River  in  Newburyport.  The  Board  ro|>lied  as 
follows :  — 

Jii-T  27,  1S3I. 

The  locality  near  the  river  to  which  the  attention  of  tite  Board 
has  been  particularly  called  is  just  north  of  the  old  Newbury 
road,  where  five  tubular  test  wells  have  been  driven.  Samples  of 
water  have  been  collected  from  these  wells  and  analyzed,  and  the 
analyses  show  that  tbe  water  contains  so  much  iron  that  it  would 
not  be  suitable  for  laundry  and  some  other  purposes. 

Judging  from  the  information  furnished  as  to  the  results  obtained 
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by  meana  of  the  test  wells,  ani]  from  nn  esamination  of  the  wells 
and  of  the  surroundiDg  territory,  it  docs  not  seem  probable  that 
enough  water  could  be  obtained  fiom  this  source  to  furnisb  an  ade- 
quate additional  supply  for  the  city. 

The  Board  therefore  concludes  that,  owing  both  to  the  inferior 
quality  and  iosulBcient  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will 
furnisb,  it  is  not  a  suitable  one  from  which  to  take  an  additional 
supply  for  the  city  of  Newburyport. 

North  ATTLEBOROUon.  Aq  application  was  received 
from  tliH  water  commiwsionera  of  North  Attlelwrough  Oct.  10, 
1894,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  addi- 
tional water  supply  for  the  town,  the  sources  proposed  being 
the  head-waters  of  Tcn-milo  Hivcr,  and  driven  wells  to  lie 
located  near  the  present  pumping  station.  Tlie  Board  replied 
as  follows :  — 

Dec.  20,  1691. 

The  Bources  referred  to  are,  first,  the  head  waters  of  Ten-mile 
River  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  town  of  Wrcntham,  at  a  point 
just  above  the  Walpole  and  Wreutliam  branch  of  the  New  York, 
New  Uaven  &  Hartford  Railroad  ;  and,  second,  a  supplementary 
supply  of  ground  water  to  be  obtained  by  driven  wells  in  the  pres- 
ent pumping  station  lot. 

In  the  report  of  your  engineer  are  given  the  results  of  teats  made 
by  driving  wells  in  the  ricinity  of  the  present  pumping  station, 
and  measurements  of  the  volume  of  water  flowing  in  the  Ten-mile 
River  at  various  {miuts  above  the  pumping  station.  Mis  report 
also  indicates  how  a  supply  of  water  niny  be  furnished  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  PtainvLlie  in  the  town  of  Wreutham, 
from  the  works  of  the  town  of  North  Attleborough. 

The  Slate  Board  of  Health  has  caused  an  examination  to  be 
mode,  by  one  of  its  engineers,  of  the  water-shed  of  Ihe  Ten-mile 
River,  near  and  above  the  present  pumping  station,  and  of  the 
material  taken  from  your  test  wells  near  the  pumping  station  at 
various  depths  IkIow  the  surface  of  the  ground.  It  has  niso  caused 
analyses  to  be  made  of  samples  of  water  collected  by  your  engi- 
neer from  some  of  the  test  wells,  and  from  the  Ten-mile  River 
above  the  point  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  an  aiKlitional 
water  Supply. 

These  analyses  show  that  the  water  taken  from  some  of  tlie 
test  wells  contains  sulHcient  iron  to  make  the  water  unsuitable  for 
laundry  and  some  other  purposes,  while  the  water  from  others  is 
of  good  quality,  and  similar  in  character  to  that  obtained  from  the 
well  from  which  the  supply  of  the  town  is  now  taken. 
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The  analyses  of  samples  taken  from  the  river  show  that  the 
water  is  naturally  of  excellent  quality  for  a  surface  water ;  but  in 
the  case  of  water  taken  from  a  running  stream  an  analysis  cannot 
show  that  the  water  is  safe  for  drinking.  This  depends  upon  the 
absence  of  infectious  matter  such  as  might  get  into  a  stream  if 
any  sewage  whatever  were  turned  into  it.  The  examination  of  the 
territory  above  the  projx>sed  i)oint  of  taking  water  from  the  river 
indicated  that  no  sewage  now  enters  this  stream  ;  and  it  is  essen- 
tial, if  water  is  taken  directly  from  the  river  without  filtration  or 
storage  in  a  large  reser\'oir,  that  this  freedom  from  pollution  should 
continue  in  the  future. 

The  gaugings  of  the  flow  of  the  Ten-mile  River  near  the  point 
at  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  the  water,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  size  of  the  water-shed  above  this  point,  indicate  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  water  can  be  obtained  from  the  river  to  warrant 
the  construction  of  works  for  supplying  water  to  the  town  of  North 
Attleborough,  or  jointly  to  the  town  of  North  Attleborough  and 
the  village  of  Plainville. 

It  is  probable  that  a  limited  additional  supply  of  water  of  satis- 
factory quality  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  present  well  by  some  suitable  extension  of  the  collecting  works, 
taking  care  that  they  do  not  extend  into  the  territory  which  fur- 
nishes the  water  containing  an  excess  of  iron. 

The  Board,  therefore,  advises  that  the  Ten-mile  River  at  the 
point  above  indicated  is  a  suitable  source  from  which  to  obtain 
the  next  addition  to  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  North 
Attleborough. 

Norton.  An  application  was  received  Dec.  6, 1894,  from 
A.  H.  Sweet  and  other  petitionei-s  of  the  town  of  Norton  for 
the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  propriety  of  tsiking 
a  pu])lic  water  supply  from  certain  sources  within  the  town, 
or  from  the  works  of  the  adjoining  towns  of  Attleborough 
or  Mansfield.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  3,  1895. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  communication 
dated  Dec.  3,  1894,  in  which  you  state  that  you  represent  certain 
petitioners  to  the  Legislature,  who  respectfully  request  that  a  fire 
district,  to  be  established  in  the  town  of  Norton,  be  authorized  to 
provide  a  water  supply  for  itself  and  the  inhabitants  of  said  town 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  and  for  domestic  and  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  they  further  request  that  tlie  fire  district  may  be  em- 
powered to  take  any  source  of  water  supply  within  the  town  of 
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Norton,  or  to  obtain  a  supply  from  the  town  of  Attleborough. 
In  your  commuaicalion  you  also  refer  to  the  poBsibility  of  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  water  from  the  present  works  of  the  Mansfield 
water  supply  district. 

Of  the  possible  sources  witbin  the  limits  of  the  tonn,  yoa  men- 
tion driven  weils  near  the  factory  of  A.  H.  Sweet,  wells  or  (liter 
galleries  near  the  Wading  River,  just  above  the  main  road  from 
Norton  Center  to  Attleborough,  and  wells  or  a  filter  gallery  near 
the  mill  pond  of  G.  H.  Talbot.  Von  also  refer  to  the  possibility 
of  taking  water  directly  from  the  Wading  River  at  the  iwint  before 
indicated,  and  state  that  under  any  of  these  plans  it  is  probable 
that  a  connection  would  be  mode  with  pomps  located  at  O..  H. 
Tallwt's  mill  for  faking  a  lire  supply  directly  from  bis  mill  pond. 

Tests  of  the  ground  have  been  made  at  only  one  of  the  ground 
water  souroes  mejitioned,  namely,  that  near  the  factory  of  A.  II. 
Sweet.  At  this  place  twowelle  were  driven,  under  the  direction 
of  your  engineer,  and  samples  of  water  collected  from  them  by 
him  have  been  analyzed  by  this  lioard,  and  the  water  was  found 
to  contain  so  large  a  quantity  of  iron  that  it  would  be  unsuilable 
for  laundry  purposes,  and  in  other  respects  an  unsatisfactory  water 
for  the  pnrixwes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

With  regard  to  tie  other  ground-water  Bources,  which  in  the 
absence  of  test^  by  driven  wells  could  only  be  examined  supei^ 
ficially,  it  may  be  slated  that  the  conditions  appeareil  to  be  more 
favorable  for  obtaining  such  a  supply  near  the  Wading  River  than 
near  Talbot's  mUl  pond. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Wading  River  at  the  point  before 
indicated  and  from  Talbot's  mill  pond  on  the  Rumford  River  have 
been  analyzed,  and  the  analyses  of  the  two  waters  differ  but  little. 
Both  have  the  brownish  color  which  water  acquires  from  contact 
with  vegetable  matter  in  awamps  or  very  shallow  ponds.  The 
Wading  River  has  a  comparatively  small  population  upon  its  water- 
shed, while  the  Rumford  River  receives  the  drainage  of  the  town 
of  Mansfield  and  a  large  part  of  Ihe  town  of  Foxborough.  Neither 
of  these  streams  would  furaish  a  wholly  salisfactoiy  water  supply  if 
the  water  were  taken  directly  from  them ;  and  the  Board  therefore 
advises  you  to  moke  further  investigations,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
iug  a  satisfactory  ground-water  supply,  unless  you  can  arrange  to 
obtain  water  from  the  preaeut  works  of  either  Altlel>orough  or 
Mansfield.  The  Board  has  made  many  analyses  of  the  water  now 
supplied  to  these  places,  and  in  both  cases  the  water  is  uf  excel- 
lent quality,  and  the  quantity  is  prol^ably  sullicieut  to  enable  these 
places  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  Norton  for  many  years. 

The  Uoanl  will  advise  you  further,  if  bo  requested,  with  re 
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to  tlie  sources  from  which  the  Norton  fire  district  may  obtain  aa 
imlependent  supply,  when  you  or  the  district  have  more  deHaite 
iutormatiou  to  present  with  regard  to  the  possible  sources. 

QiJiNCr.  An  application  wus  received  Nov.  3,  1894,  from 
the  city  of  Quincy,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a 
proposed  increaae  of  the  water  supply  of  the  city  liy  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  storage  reservoir  and  the  diversion  of  the 
watar  of  Blue  Hill  River.     The  Board  replied  aa  follows :  — • 

Jan.  3,  1S9S. 

The  state  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Nov.  3,  1894, 
aa  application  for  its  advice  witli  regard  to  a  proposed  additional 
water  supply  for  the  city  of  Quiucy.  This  application  was  accom- 
panied by  a  plan  and  report,  outlining  a  proposed  scheme  for 
increasing  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  city  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  storage  rese^^■oi^  near  the  existing  one,  and  by 
diverting  into  the  existing  and  proposed  reser\'oirs  the  waters  of 
the  Blue  Hill  River. 

The  plan  and  report  also  pro^-ide  for  protectiog  and  improving 
the  quality  of  the  present  water  supply  by  taking  land  adjacent  to 
the  brook  which  feeds  the  reservoir,  thereby  makiug  it  possible 
for  the  city  to  abolish  piggeries,  and  to  drain  the  swamps  and 
meadows  so  that  they  will  not  impart  color  and  taste  to  tlie  water. 
In  connection  with  the  new  resei'voir  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a  second 
main  pipe  to  the  existing  pumping  station. 

The  plana  submitted  are  in  the  nature  of  outlines,  which  give 
the  capacity  of  tlie  proposed  storage  reservoir  and  the  area  of  the 
water-shed  feeding  it,  but  do  not  give  estimates  of  cost,  nor  tests 
of  the  ground  where  the  dam  of  the  propt>3ed  reservoir  is  to  be 
built,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  determining  the  feasibility  of  con- 
structing a  tight  and  safe  dam  at  this  place. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  an  additional  supply  is 
needed  at  the  present  time,  the  capacity  of  the  present  sources  in 
a  very  dry  year,  such  as  should  be  used  in  estimating  the  safe 
capacity  of  a  water  supply,  was  estimated,  as  well  as  the  probable 
consumption  of  wat*r  for  the  next  few  years ;  and  it  was  found 
that  the  consumption  in  1895  would  be  likely  to  exceed  the  capacity 
of  the  present  works  in  a  very  drj'  year.  As  tlie  population  of 
Quincy  is  increasing  rapidly  aiid  the  consumption  of  water  stiU 
more  rapidly,  there  is  no  question  that  a  further  supply  for  the  city 
should  be  provided  nt  once;  but  a  further  study  was  required,  in 
ordei'  tu  decide  whether  the  works  for  fuiTiishing  this  supply  should 
be  of  a  permanent  or  temporary  character. 
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As  you  are  aware,  tbe  State  Boanl  of  Health  has  been  making 
ioves ligations,  for  the  past  year  and  u  half,  for  an  additiooal  water 
supply  for  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  suburbao  cities  and  towns 
within  ten  miles  of  tbe  State  HouBe,  and  is  to  report  tbe  reaults  of 
its  invcetigatioDS  to  the  L^ialature  of  1895.  The  city  of  Qninoy 
may,  therefore,  consider  the  question  of  obtaining  its  future  water 
supply  either  from  independent  works  to  be  constructed  by  tlie 
city  or  fi-om  the  larger  works  to  be  provided  for  the  supply  of  tLe 
metropolitan  district ;  and  a  decision  as  to  whether  the  works  to 
be  built  uow  for  increasing  tbe  water  supply  of  Qnincy  ought  to  be 
of  a  permauent  or  temporary  nature,  may  depend  upon  whether 
it  is  for  the  interests  of  the  city  to  obtain  its  water  supply  inde- 
pendently, or  in  cooaectiou  with  the  other  cities  and  towns  in  the 
metropolitan  district. 

In  oriler  to  determine  this  point  as  well  as  it  is  practicable  to  do 
Bo  without  more  definite  iuforuiatioo  tbau  is  now  available,  a  plan 
was  outlined  for  utilizing  as  fully  as  possible  the  present  water- 
shed, the  water-shed  of  tbe  Blue  Hill  River  and  the  small  water- sbed 
tributary  to  the  proposed  r6ser\-oir,  and  the  quantity  of  water  to 
be  obtained  by  this  plan  and  tbe  approximate  cost  of  works  were 
estimated. 

It  was  found  that  by  the  construction  of  the  proposed  reservoir 
and  the  diversion  into  it  and  tbe  existing  reservoir  of  the  waters 
of  the  Blue  Hill  Kiver  at  a  point  below  the  outlet  from  Great  Pond, 
the  supply  would  be  so  increased  as  to  meet,  in  the  driest  year,  the 
requirements  of  the  city  until  1905.  To  prevent  a  deficiency  after 
that  year  it  would  be  necessary  to  construct  a  large  reservoir  toward 
the  upper  end  of  Blue  Hill  River,  by  building  a  dam  across  it  not 
far  above  where  the  river  is  crossed  by  the  Taunton  turnpike. 

With  regard  to  this  reBer%'oir,  Percy  N.  Blake,  C.E.,  reported  in 
1890  that  it  would  cover  an  area  of  400  acres,  and  have  a  capacity  of 
1,400,000,000  gallons.  By  its  addition  the  supply  would  be  largely 
increased,  so  that  it  is  estimated  that  it  would  meet  tbe  require- 
ments of  the  city  until  1921. 

Tbe  construction  of  this  reservoir  would  develop  these  sources 
to  the  highest  practicable  limit,  and  in  order  to  obtain  any  further 
supply  a  new  source  must  be  found.  It  may  be  added  that  a  gen* 
eral  survey  of  the  sources  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  Quincy 
did  not  disclose  any,  not  now  used  for  water  supply  purposes  by 
some  other  city  or  town,  which  would  furnish  any  large  quantity 
of  good  water. 

The  quality  of  the  water  of  the  Blue  Hill  River  is  not  very  differ- 
ent from  that  furnished  by  the  present  sources;  but  the  water  ot 
both  sources  could  be  greatly  improved  by  the  drainage  of  the 
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swamps  and  the  removal  of  the  soil  and  vegetable  matter  from  the 
bottom  and  sides  of  the  storage  reservoirs. 

The  sources  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  now  has  in  view 
for  the  water  supply  of  the  metropolitan  district  will  furnish  a  large 
quantity  of  water,  and  can  be  supplemented  from  time  to  time  at  a 
reasonable  cost  by  the  addition  of  other  sources,  so  that  the  supply 
will  be  ample  for  a  very  long  time  in  the  future.  The  quality  of 
the  water  of  the  proposed  sources,  as  it  now  flows  in  the  streams, 
is  very  good  ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  improve  it  by  the  drainage  of 
swamps  and  the  construction  of  very  large,  well-cleaned  reservoirs, 
so  that  it  will  be  better  than  any  water  which  Quincy  can  obtain 
from  independent  works,  even  if  Quincy  should  improve  the  quality 
of  its  water  by  the  methods  already  indicated. 

There  still  remains  to  be  considered  the  relative  cost  of  these 
two  methods  of  obtaining  a  water  supply ;  in  the  case  of  the  met- 
ropolitan system  the  total  cost  is  quite  well  known,  although  the 
method  of  apportioning  the  cost  to  the  different  cities  and  towns  is 
not.  In  the  case  of  the  independent  system  of  works  no  estimates 
of  cost  have  been  furnished  by  you,  and  the  engineers  of  this 
Board  have  had  to  make  the  best  estimates  that  they  could,  under 
the  circumstances,  of  the  various  items  of  work  required  for  the 
full  development  of  this  system.  If  it  is  assumed  for  the  present 
purpose  that  the  cost  of  the  metropolitan  supply  will  be  divided  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  various  cities 
and  towns,  it  is  found  that  the  yearly  cost  to  Quincy  for  obtaining 
its  water  from  the  metropolitan  supply  will  not  be  more  than  two- 
thirds  as  much  as  for  obtaining  it  from  independent  works. 

The  opinion  of  the  Board,  therefore,  based  upon  the  information 
which  is  now  available,  is  that  it  is  decidedly  for  the  interests  of 
the  city  of  Quincy  to  become  a  part  of  the  metropolitan  water 
supply  district,  rather  than  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  permanent  sup- 
ply by  indei>endcnt  action ;  and  the  Board  advises  that  you  should 
proceed  to  obtain  a  supply  of  water  for  the  next  few  years  by 
means  of  works  of  a  temporary  character,  rather  than  to  build 
expensive  permanent  works,  which  will  have  little  value  in  the 
future  if  you  should  obtain  your  supply  from  the  metropolitan 
system. 

Two  plans  for  temporarily  increasing  the  supply  are  suggested  :  — 

The  first  proposes  the  utilization  of  the  water  which  filters  from 
the  existing  reservoir  and  is  wasted,  and  the  water  which  flows 
down  the  small  brook  upon  which  the  proposed  reservoir  is  located. 
These  waters  could  be  diverted  into  a  small  open  basin,  to  be  dug 
some  distance  below  the  dam,  and  pumped  from  this  basin  back. 
into  the  reservoir,  fix>m  the  time  in  the  early  summer  when  the 
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reservoir  stops  overflowing  until  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that 
it  becomes  evident  that  there  will  be  no  shortage  of  water  during 
the  year.  This  plan  of  pumping  back  into  the  resen'oir,  rather 
than  directly  into  the  pipe  leading  to  the  existing  pumping  station, 
is  suggested  because  the  water  filtering  past  the  dam  of  the  reser- 
voir contains  so  much  iron  that  it  would  be  objectionable  if  pumped 
directly  to  the  city,  and  this  iron  would  disappear  by  sedimentation 
if  the  water  were  pumped  back  into  the  reservoir  at  a  point  not  too 
near  the  gate  house. 

The  second  plan  proposes  supplementing  the  present  supply  by 
taking  water  from  the  Blue  Hill  River,  either  by  diverting  the 
water  by  gravity  through  an  open  channel  or  by  a  pipe,  —  as  pro- 
posed in  the  permanent  plan  for  taking  water  from  this  river,  —  or 
by  the  erection  of  a  temporary  pumping  station  at  the  point  where 
the  river  approaches  nearest  to  the  existing  reservoir. 

For  such  temporary  works  for  taking  water  as  are  here  proposed 
it  will  probably  be  cheaper  to  lease  land  than  to  buy  it,  and  to 
an'ange  with  the  mill  owners  upon  the  river  for  the  temporary 
diversion  of  the  water  rather  than  to  make  a  permanent  taking. 

Of  the  two  plans  proposed,  the  first  would  be  the  cheaper  one, 
and  would  probably  supply  sufficient  water  to  prevent  a  shortage 
in  a  moderately  dry  year  for  the  next  three  years,  but  might  fail 
if  an  extremely  dry  year  should  occur  within  that  time.  The  sec- 
ond plan  has  the  advantage  that  it  would  furnish  a  more  abundant 
and  certain  supply.  If  the  first  plan  were  adopted,  and  it  should 
be  found  inadequate,  it  might  still  be  feasible  to  resort  to  the 
second. 

Other  methods  of  obtaining  a  temporary  additional  supply  may 
suggest  themselves  to  you,  such  as,  for  instance,  the  purchase  of 
water  from  the  town  of  Braintree,  if  it  should  decide  to  increase 
its  supply  by  taking  water  from  Great  Pond. 

SwAMPSCOTT.  The  Marblehead  Water  Company,  supply- 
ing water  to  the  towns  of  Swampscott  and  Nahant,  applied 
to  the  Board  July  9,  1894,  requesting  the  Board  to  give  its 
opinion  upon  the  desirability  of  taking  the  water  of  Floating 
Bridge  Pond  in  Lynn  as  a  source  of  public  water  supply. 
The  Boar<J  replied  as  follows :  — 

Aug.  S,  1894. 
In  compliance  with  your  request,  dated  July  9,  1894,  that  the 
State  Board  of  Health  should  examine  the  water  of  Floating  Bridge 
Pond,  also  known  as  Glenmere  Lake,  in  the  city  of  Lynn,  with 
reference  to  its  use  for  domestic  purposes,  the  Board  has  caused 
the  water  to  be  examined  chemically  and  microscopically,  and  has 
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had  the  pond  and  its  surroundlDgs  examined  by  one  of  its  en- 
gineers. 

As  a  result  of  these  examinations,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  water  of  this  pond  is  not  of  suitable  quality  for  domestic 
use.  The  principal  objection  to  the  water  at  the  present  time  is 
that  it  contains  a  very  large  number  of  microscopic  organisms, 
which  give  the  water  a  greenish  turbidity  and  a  disagreeable  odor 
and  make  it  unpalatable.  The  pond  is  also  exposed  to  pollution 
at  tlie  present  time  from  the  population  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
and  this  population  is  likely  to  increase  rapidly  in  the  future,  owing 
to  the  proximity  of  the  pond  to  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the 
city  of  Lynn. 

Copies  of  the  chemical  and  microscopical  analyses  are  enclosed 
herewith. 

Wareham,  Onset  Water  C!ompany.  An  application  was 
received  May  17,  1894,  from  the  Onset  Water  Company,  for 
the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  a  water  supply 
from  Jonathan's  Pond  as  a  supply  for  Onset,  a  summer 
resort  in  Wareham.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

JuNB  9,  1894. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  this  pond  and  an  analy- 
sis of  its  water  to  be  made,  and  finds  that  the  water  is  very  soft,  and 
of  excellent  quality  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

The  limits  of  the  territory  which  contributes  to  the  supply  of  the 
pond,  either  by  direct  flow  over  the  surface  or  by  filtration  under 
ground  through  the  sandy  territory  in  which  the  pond  is  situated, 
are  not  well  defined ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  practicable  to  deter- 
mine at  all  definitely  the  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will 
furnish.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  it  will  furnish  the  water 
required  for  the  portion  of  the  town  of  Wareham  which  the  com- 
pany is  authorized  to  supply  from  it. 

Watertown.  The  Watertown  Water  Supply  Company 
applied  to  the  Board  April  19,  1893,  for  its  advice  relative 
to  certain  proposed  plans  for  filtering  the  public  water  sup- 
ply of  the  town.  To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Feb.  3,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  April  20, 1893, 
an  application  asking  its  advice  with  regard  to  certain  proposed 
plans  for  filtering  water,  to  be  used  in  connection  with  your  works 
for  supplying  water  to  the  towns  of  Watertown  and  Belmont. 
This  application  received  the  attention  of  the  experts  of  the  Board 
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800D  after  it  was  submitted,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  you  were 
makiug  iuvestigations  with  rcgtiril  to  a  furtlier  supply  duriog  nearly 
the  whole  of  tlie  automer,  and  the  time  required  to  determine  the 
probable  effect  of  filtratioo  upon  the  water  wbicli  you  found  aa  a 
result  of  these  iovestigatlonB,  the  Board  baa  not  been  prepared  to 
reply  until  the  present  time. 

You  have  found  by  your  examioations  a  locatiou  where  you  can 
pump  water  from  the  ground  near  the  Charles  River  to  supplement 
the  supply  obtained  from  your  filter  gallery.  This  water  baa  been 
esamiued  by  the  Itoard,  and,  while  it  contains  iron  and  mangauese, 
and  does  not  show  the  bigb  degree  of  chemical  purificatiou  which 
water  attains  when  it  filters  a  suCBcient  diatance  through  the  ground 
under  favorable  circumstances,  it  is  nevertheless  very  nearly  free 
from  bacteria,  while  the  river  water  contains  n  very  large  number, 
thus  stiowing  that  the  water  is  rendered  very  nearly  pure,  bacteri- 
ally,  by  its  filtration  through  the  gi'ound. 

Upon  further  examination  it  was  found  that  the  color  was  due  to 
the  presence  of  organic  matter  which  held  the  iron  in  eolution, 
and  would  not  permit  it  to  be  removed  by  aeration  and  subsequent 
sedimentation,  or  by  rapid  nitration  without  the  use  of  some  chemi- 
cal. Upon  treating  the  water  with  aluminum  hydrate  or  aluminum 
sulphate,  it  was  found  that  the  color,  and  with  it  nearly  all  of  the  iron 
and  some  of  the  manganese,  could  be  removed,  either  by  precipita- 
tion, if  the  water  was  allowed  to  stand  long  enough,  or  by  Qltration. 

Some  samples  of  this  water  were  also  collected  by  Professor  Car- 
michacl  on  Nov.  17,  1893,  who,  after  treating  it  with  crude  alumi- 
num sulphate,  filtered  it  through  an  experimental  filter,  constructed 
so  as  to  imitate  as  nearly  as  practicable  upon  a  small  scale  the 
Warren  filter,  aud  sent  the  filtrate  to  the  chemist  of  this  Roard. 
Our  chemist  did  not  have  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the 
welia  at  the  same  time  that  the  sample  was  coilectetl  for  filtration  ; 
but,  by  making  a  comparison  between  the  filtrate  and  the  unfiltered 
water  collected  from  the  wells  nearly  a  month  earlier,  it  was  found 
that  the  addition  of  the  aluminum  sulphate  and  subsequent  filtra- 
tion had  removed  nearly  all  the  color,  iron  and  alumina  originally 
in  the  water,  and  about  one-third  of  the  manganese,  leaving  .16ii6 
of  a  part  of  oxide  of  manganese  per  100,000,  or  .1  grain  per  gal- 
lon ;  and  that  it  had  added  to  the  water  rather  more  than  one  aud 
one-half  parts  per  100,000  of  sulphuric  acid.  This  sulphuric  acid 
is  not  a  desirable  addition,  and,  in  combination  with  the  lime  origi- 
uallyin  the  water,  would  make  the  water  to  this  extent  more 
objectionable  for  use  in  boilers,  but  the  treatment  would  make  the 
water  appear  better  to  water  consumer.  The  amouut  of  nlnuiinum 
sulphate  used  in  the  experimental  filtration  is  anid  to  have  been 
two  aud  one-half  grains  per  gallon. 
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The  advantages  of  the  proposed  filtration  do  not  appear  to  the 
Board  to  offset  the  possible  risks  to  the  health  of  the  community 
by  the  use  of  a  large  aud  indefinite  amount  of  alum. 

Westborough  Lunatic  Hospital.  Tho  superintendent 
of  the  Westborough  Lunatic  Hospital  applied  to  the  Board 
Feb.  23,  1894,  asking  **  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
the  water  of  Chauncy  Pond  would  be  8uital)Ie  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes  if  filtered.**  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Mahch  30,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  request  as  to 
whether  the  water  of  Chauncy  Pond  would  be  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  use  if  filtered,  and  would  state  that  it  is  a  somewhat 
difficult  matter  to  filter  a  water  of  this  character  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  render  it  both  wholesome  and  palatable  ;  and  the  Board  there* 
fore  would  not  advise  the  adoption  of  this  method  of  obtaining  a 
water  supply  until  an  examination  made  by  some  com[)etent  engi- 
neer bad  shown  that  it  was  not  feasible  to  obtain  a  more  satisfac- 
tory supply  in  some  other  way. 

Should  you  wish  to  proceed  further  in  the  investigations  for  a 
water  supply,  the  Board  will  give  you  such  assistance  as  it  can  in 
the  matter. 

Westport,  Horse  Neck  Beach.  An  application  was 
received  Jan.  15,  1894,  from  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Tripp  of  New 
Bedford,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  introduc- 
ing a  water  supply  at  Horse  Neck  Beach  (a  summer  resort 
in  Westport).  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Mat  3,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Jan.  15,  1894, 
an  application  for  its  advice  with  regard  to  a  water  supply  for 
that  portion  of  Westport  known  as  Horse  Neck  Beach,  and  on 
April  23  it  received  from  you  and  had  analyzed  samples  of  water 
from  a  six-inch  tubular  well  sunk  in  the  bottom  of  an  old  well  on 
the  side  of  a  hill,  located  northerly  from  the  beach,  and  from  one 
of  several  small  springs  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

The  analysis  shows  the  water  supplying  the  tubular  well  to  have 
been  at  some  time  polluted,  probably  by  drainage  from  a  farmhouse 
above  the  well,  and  again  purified  to  a  considerable  extent  by  its 
passage  through  the  ground  to  the  well.  The  analysis  of  water 
from  the  spring  shows  only  slight  traces  of  previous  pollution,  and 
it  is  a  much  purer  aud  softer  water  than  that  taken  from  the  well^ 
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DottvithEtanding  the  foot  thnt  the  sample  coatained  some  foreign 
matter,  ovriiig  to  the  disturbance  of  the  bottom  caused  by  taking 
tlic  sjiinple.  If  tlie  wtU  is  to  be  used  as  a  source  of  supply,  pro- 
vision should  be  made  fordivertiug  tlie  drainage  from  tbe  farm* 
house  to  a  point  where  it  cannot  get  into  tbe  well ;  and  the  water 
of  the  well  sbonid  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  dcter- 
miue  if  it«  character  changes,  and  it  it  is  of  Buitable  quality  for 
continued  use  as  a  drinking  water. 

It  is  not  feasible  t<;  predict  at  all  definitely  the  amount  of  water 
which  these  sources  will  furnish  in  dry  seasons.  A  larger  supply 
conld  probably  be  obtained  from  the  springs,  by  excavating  a 
basin  of  suitable  size,  than  from  the  well ;  but  Irath  of  these 
sources  may  be  required  in  order  to  furnish  &  Buflicient  supply  of 
water  for  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  beach,  and  it  would  be  well  to 
arrange  the  works  so  that  the  water  could  be  taken  from  both 
sources.  If  a  basin  should  be  constructed  at  the  site  of  the  spriugs, 
it  should  be  so  arranged  as  to  exclude  all  surface  water  and  animal 
life,  and  should  be  covered  to  exclude  the  light. 


WiNXHENDON.  An  application  was  received  Feb.  G,  1894, 
from  the  committee  on  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Winchen- 
don,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  the  water 
of  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  as  a  public  water  supply  for  AViii- 
cheudon.     The  Board  replied  as  follows;  — 

Feb.  17,  ISfll. 

The  question  of  taking  a  water  supply  for  l\*iuchendon  frora 
Upper  NaukcBg  Pond  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Bonril  in 
1888  by  an  application  from  the  selectmen,  and  the  Board,  in  its 
reply  to  the  selectmen,  dated  July  3,  1388,  made  the  following 
statement  with  reference  to  this  pond  as  a  source  of  wat^r 
supply;  — 

"The  Upper  Naukoag  Pond  will  evidently  furnish  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  waU-r  for  Winchendon  and  Ashburnham  for  a  long 
future.  Its  surroundings  appear  unasually  favorable  for  insuring 
a  very  good  quality  of  water,  and  chemical  examinations  show  an 
unusually  small  amount  of  impurity;  but  a  peculiar  and  disagree- 
able odor  has  been  found  with  every  sample  tested,  which  grows 
more  disagreeable  the  longer  it  is  kept.  A  visit  to  tbe  pond  in 
June  and  an  examination  of  samples  from  many  parts  of  the  pond 
show  the  odor  to  be  in  all  parts  of  it.  The  cause  of  this  wlor  has 
not  been  determined,  but  it  has  esisted  during  tbe  past  four 
months,  and  is  so  marked  that  the  Board  does  not,  at  present, 
recommend  the  adoption  of  tbis  poud  as  the  souixie  of  supply." 
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It  will  be  observed  that  this  reply  was  favorable  in  respect  to  the 
quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  this  pond,  and  was  unfavor- 
able in  regard  to  quality,  only  because  the  water  of  the  pond  had 
a  peculiar  and  disagreeable  odor  for  the  four  months  that  the 
water  of  the  pond  was  examined  before  the  reply  was  made.  The 
odor  disappeared  in  August,  1888,  and  was  again  noticed  in  a 
sample  collected  in  April,  1889.  Since  1889  samples  have  been 
taken  every  year,  as  follows :  two  in  August,  1889 ;  one  in  Sep- 
tember, 1891 ;  four  from  April  to  October,  1892 ;  and  three  from 
March  to  August,  1893.  In  none  of  the  samples  taken  since  April, 
1889,  has  there  been  any  recurrence  of  the  disagreeable  odor  noticed 
before  that  time ;  and  as  a  rule  there  has  been  no  odor  whatever, 
even  under  the  severe  tests  at  the  laboratory,  where  the  odor  is 
taken  immediately  after  agitating  water  which  has  stood  for  some 
time  in  a  closed  gallon  bottle.  It  may  therefore  be  said  that  the 
later  examinations  of  the  water  of  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  show  that 
the  odor  noticed  in  the  earlier  samples  does  not  recur  either  regu- 
larly or  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  extended  examinations  by  the  Board  of  the  water  supplies 
of  the  State  since  1887  have  shown  conditions  at  other  places 
somewhat  resembling  those  at  Upper  Naukeag  Pond.  The  water 
supplies  of  Plymouth,  Norwood  and  Hudson,  which  are  all  taken 
from  natural  ponds  that  usually  furnish  very  good  water,  were 
affected  in  1892  and  1893  by  growths  of  minute  organisms  which 
gave  the  water  an  unpleasant  taste  and  odor  at  about  the  same 
season  of  the  year  that  the  odor  was  so  noticeable  in  Upper 
Naukeag  Pond.  Water  was  introduced  into  Plymouth  in  1855, 
and  into  Norwood  and  Hudson  in  1885.  In  Plymouth  no  serious 
trouble  has  occurred,  except  at  very  rare  intervals.  In  Norwood 
and  Hudson  no  serious  trouble  was  experienced  until  the  years 
above  mentioned. 

In  view  of  the  later  experience  with  the  Upper  Naukeag  Pond 
and  the  general  experience  with  similar  pond  waters  in  other  places 
in  the  State,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Upper  Naukeag  Pond 
will  furnish  a  water  generally  of  excellent  quality  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  a  public  water  supply,  subject,  however,  in  common  with 
many  ponds  in  use  for  water  supplies,  to  occasional  seasons  when 
the  odor  is  disagreeable. 

Another  application  was  received  March  23,  1894,  from 
J.  H.  Fairbank,  chairman  of  the  water  committee  of  the 
town  of  Winchendon,  stating  that  the  committee  desired  to 
investigate  Nankeag  Pond  in  Ashbumham  and  sources 
within  the  town  of  Winchendon,  from  which  a  water  sup- 


No.  34.]     ADVICE  TO  CITIES  AND  TOWNS.         47 

ply  might  be  obtained  from  bored  or  driven  wells,  and 
requesting  the  advice  of  the  Board  as  to  what  investiga- 
tions should  be  made  by  the  town  with  regard  to  finding  a 
suitable  supply  in  the  town  of  Winchendon.  The  Board 
replied  as  follows :  — 

Apbil  6,  189i. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  March  23,  1894, 
an  application  stating  that  you  desire  to  investigate,  as  sources  of 
supply  for  the  town,  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  in  the  town  of  Ash- 
burnham,  and  sources  within  the  town  of  Winchendon  from  which 
a  supply  may  be  obtained  from  bored  or  driven  wells,  or  by  some 
other  suitable  means ;  and  you  also  ask  the  advice  of  this  Board 
as  to  what  investigations  you  should  make  with  regard  to  finding 
a  suitable  supply  in  the  town  of  Winchendon.  You  make  the  fur- 
ther request  that  the  reply  be  made  as  promptly  as  possible,  so 
that  it  may  be  available  for  use  during  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  Board  has  already  considered  the  question  of  a  water  sup- 
ply for  the  town,  in  response  to  previous  applications  from  the 
town  authorities.  On  July  3,  1888,  in  response  to  an  application 
relative  to  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  in  the  town  of  Ashburnham  as  a 
source  of  water  supply  for  Winchendon,  the  Board  made  a  reply 
which  contained  the  following  statements  :  — 

*'Tlie  Upper  Naukeog  Pond  will  evidently  supply  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  for  Winchendon  and  Ashburnham  for  a  long 
future.  Its  surroundings  appear  unusually  favorable  for  insuring 
a  very  good  quality  of  water,  and  chemical  examinations  show  an 
unusually  small  amount  of  impurity  ;  but  a  peculiar  and  disagree- 
able odor  has  been  found  with  every  sample  tested,  which  grows 
more  disagreeable  the  longer  it  is  kept.  A  visit  to  the  pond  in 
June,  and  an  examination  of  samples  from  many  parts  of  the  pond, 
show  the  odor  to  be  in  all  parts  of  it.  The  cause  of  this  odor  has 
not  been  determined,  but  it  has  existed  during  the  past  four 
months,  and  is  so  marked  that  the  Board  does  not,  at  present, 
recommend  the  adoption  of  this  pond  as  a  source  of  supply ;  but 
does  recommend  that  the  town  employ  a  competent  engineer, 
skilled  in  this  kind  of  work,  to  make  the  necessary  investigations 
to  determine  if  an  abundant  and  unobjectionable  supply  cannot  be 
obtained  from  underground  sources  nearer  the  town." 

Siuce  1888  the  Board  has  caused  analyses  to  be  made  of  the 
water  of  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  from  time  to  time,  and  on  Feb.  17, 
1894,  in  response  to  a  second  application,  gave  its  views  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  which  Upper  Naukeag  Pond  would  furnish, 
the  reply  concluding  with  the  following  statement:  — 
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*'  In  view  of  the  later  experience  with  the  Upper  Naukeag  Pond 
and  the  general  experience  with  similar  pond  waters  in  other  places 
in  the  State,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Upper  Naukeag 
Pond  will  furnish  a  water  generally  of  excellent  quality  for  all  the 
purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  subject,  however,  in  common 
with  many  ponds  in  use  for  water  supplies,  to  occasional  seasons 
when  the  odor  is  disagreeable."  ^ 

With  its  present  information,  the  Board  believes  Upper  Naukeag 
Pond  to  be  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for  the  town  of 
Winchendon,  unless  some  equally  good  or  better  supply  can  be 
found  nearer  the  town. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  by  one  of  the 
engineers  of  possible  sources  of  supply  nearer  the  town,  and  finds 
that  there  are  three  which  it  is  desirable  to  investigate. 

The  first  of  these  sources  is  one  from  which  a  ground  water  sup- 
ply may  possibly  be  obtained.  It  consists  of  low  land  bordering 
Miller's  River,  rather  more  than  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  near 
the  first  crossing  of  the  Cheshire  division  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road over  the  river. 

It  is  in  this  location  that  two  test  wells  were  driven,  and  the 
results  as  reported  are  unfavorable,  since  the  thickness  of  the 
water-bearing  stratum  of  gravel  in  one  case  was  only  about  six 
inches,  and  in  the  other  eighteen  inches.  These  wells  are  also  said 
to  have  been  driven  to  a  depth  of  only  eighteen  feet  in  one  case 
and  twenty-four  feet  in  the  other.  It  would  be  useless  to  attempt 
to  obtain  a  ground  water  supply  at  this  place,  unless  further  tests 
made  by  driving  wells  show  that  the  porous  material  extends  to  a 
depth  of  twenty-five  feet  or  more  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  is  much  thicker  than  is  indicated  by  the  tests  already  made. 
It  is  also  necessary  that  the  porous  material  should  extend  over  a 
considerable  area,  so  that  a  well  or  wells  at  this  place  would  draw 
water  from  a  considerable  distance,  and  there  would  be  enough 
water  stored  in  the  interstices  of  the  porous  ground  to  prevent 
a  deficiency  during  the  drier  portions  of  the  year. 

As  a  rule,  the  ground-water  supplies  of  the  State,  when  taken 
from  unpolluted  territory,  have  furnished  better  water  than  can  be 
obtained  from  any  surface  source ;  but  in  a  few  cases  the  water 
has  contained  iron,  which  has  rendered  it  less  palatable  and  has 
been  particularly  objectionable  for  laundry  use  on  account  of  the 
stain  imparted  to  white  clothes.  "While  it  seems  probable  that  the 
water  if  obtained  in  sufficient  quantity  from  this  source  would  be 
of  good  quality,  there  is  some  uncertainty,  and  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  determine  by  investigation  the  quality  as  well  as  the  quan- 
tity of  water  to  be  obtained. 
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The  second  source  is  the  ground  near  Miller's  River,  below  the 
village  of  Hydevillc.  Judging  from  surface  indications,  the  con- 
ditions are  not  as  favorable  for  obtaining  a  ground -water  supply 
at  this  place  as  from  the  first  source,  though  it  is  possible  that  test 
wells  may  show  more  favorable  conditions  beneath  the  surface  than 
are  now  anticipated ;  and  it  may,  therefore,  be  desirable  to  make 
some  tests  by  driving  wells  |it  this  place. 

In  considering  a  water  supply  from  this  source,  it  is  desirable 
also  to  have  the  territory  below  the  town  examined  with  reference 
to  the  purification  of  the  sewage  whenever  a  system  of  sewerage 
shall  be  adopted.  If  the  land  where  the  water  supply  would  be 
taken  is  the  only  available  land  for  sewage  filtration,  it  is  better 
that  the  water  supply  should  be  taken  from  some  other  source.  If, 
however,  there  are  other  places  where  the  sewage  could  be  filtered, 
it  will  only  be  necessary  to  consider  whether  there  will  be  an  extra 
cost  for  conveying  the  sewage  to  the  other  land. 

The  third  source  is  the  so-called  Stone  Lot,  supplemented  by 
water  from  Beaman  Brook  at  a  point  in  Massachusetts  near  the 
Cheshire  division  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad.  This  plan  would 
involve  the  construction  of  a  storage  reservoir  upon  the  Stone  Lot 
and  a  pumping  station  at  Beaman  Brook  for  pumping  water  into 
the  reser\'oir.  It  is  probable  that  a  suflRcient  supply  of  water  for 
the  town  could  be  obtained  by  this  plan,  provided  a  water-tight 
reservoir  having  the  capacity  stated  in  the  report  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee on  water  supply  in  1888,  namely,  48,000,000  gallons,  can 
be  constructed  upon  the  Stone  Lot.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  small  portion  of  the  supply  which  would  come  directly 
from  the  Stone  Lot  would  be  of  good  quality.  The  water  of 
Beaman  Brook  has  not  yet  been  analyzed. 

The  tests  suggested  for  ascertaining  whether  a  sufficient  supply 
of  ground  water  can  be  obtained  should  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  some  engineer  who  has  had  experience  in  similar  investiga- 
tions. If  the  supply  is  taken  from  the  ground,  the  distributing 
reservoir  to  which  it  is  pumped  should  be  covered  to  exclude  the 
light,  as  the  water  would  otherwise  deteriorate. 

The  Board  cannot  advise  more  definitely  with  regard  to  the  most 
appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  town  until  it  receives  addi- 
tional information  from  you. 

Another  communication  was  received  from  the  water  com- 
mittee of  Winchendon,  dated  May  11,  1894,  relative  to 
certain  tests  which  had  been  made  in  the  Prentice  Meadow, 
so  called,  in  Winchendon,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a 
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water-supply  for  the  tovrn.     To  this  application  the  Board 
replied  as  follows :  — 


The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  communication 
dated  May  11,  1894,  relative  to  certain  esaminations  wbich  had 
becQ  made  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  from  the 
ground  bordering  upon  Miller's  River  nt  a  place  locally  knona  as 
Prentice  Meadow,  near  the  firet  croaaiiig  above  the  town  of  the 
Cheshire  division  of  the  Fitcliburg  Railroad  over  the  river.  With 
this  communicatioD  you  forwarded  a  plan  showing  the  location  of 
driven  test  wells,  samples  of  the  material  penetrated  by  them 
taken  from  different  depths  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and 
a  statement  of  the  depths  of  the  various  wells  and  of  the  amount 
of  water  which  could  be  pumped  from  them  with  a  hand  pump. 
On  June  3C  you  furnished  similar  iurorjnation  and  samples  relating 
to  additional  wells  driven  in  the  vicinity  of  the  othera. 

In  order  to  obtain  further  information  with  regard  to  this  source, 
the  locality  has  been  visited  by  one  of  the  engineera  of  the  Board, 
and  the  question  of  a  supply  from  this  place  has  been  carefully 
considered. 

A  sample  of  water  collected  and  forwarded  by  you  from  one  of 
the  test  wells  in  the  meadow  was  analyzed,  aud  was  found  to  be 
of  excellent  quality.  This  is  probably  a  sample  of  water  perco- 
lating from  the  high  land  back  of  the  meadow  toward  the  river, 
while  if  a  water  supply  were  to  be  taken  from  the  ground  at  this 
place  the  level  would  be  lowered  by  pumping  so  that  some  of  the 
water  would  come  by  fdtration  from  the  river.  This  might  change 
the  chiTracter  of  the  water  somewhat,  but  piobably  not  enough  to 
produce  any  marked  deterioration  of  the  quality,  provided  the 
water  were  taken  from  the  ground  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  foet 
or  more  from  the  river. 

It  is  not  probable  that  enough  water  can  be  obtained  by  any 
well  or  group  of  wells  located  in  the  meadow,  wliere  most  of  the 
test  wells  were  driven,  to  supply  the  town  after  water  has  beea 
generally  introtluced. 

If  the  collecting  system  were  made  much  more  extensive  by 
extending  collecting  galleries  or  pipes  a  long  distance  up  and  down 
the  river  and  up  the  valley  of  the  brook  wliich  sen-es  as  an  outlet 
for  Lake  Martin,  a  larger  supply  of  water  might  be  obtained,  but  it 
seems  probable  that  the  supply  to  be  obtained  in  this  way  would 
be  exhausted  in  dry  seasons  before  the  works  had  been  in  opera- 
tion for  a  auflicient  length  of  time  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  this 
The  quality  of  water  to  be  obtained  by  UiiA_  plan  might  be 
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as  good  aa  that  of  water  taken  from  the  ground  in  the  manner  first 
described  ;  but  no  definite  statement  can  be  made  upon  this  point 
without  more  exact  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  ground 
into  which  the  collecting  system  would  be  extended  by  this  second 
plan. 

There  is  still  another  plan  for  taking  w^ter  from  this  locality 
which  has  been  considered  ;  namely,  one  in  which,  in  addition  to 
the  collecting  works  just  described,  with  such  further  additions  as 
might  prove  necessary  for  canning  out  the  plan,  water  would  be 
pumped  from  the  river,  to  be  distributed  upon  properly  prepared 
high  porous  land,  where  it  would  filter  into  the  ground,  to  be  inter- 
cepted subsequently  by  the  collecting  system  and  conveyed  to  the 
main  pump  well  after  it  had  been  purified  by  filtration  through  the 
ground.  There  is  little  doubt  that  a  water  of  good  quality  could 
be  obtained  in  this  way,  although  much  would  depend  upon  the 
design  of  the  works  for  filtering  the  water,  and  the  care  taken  in 
the  operation  of  the  works  to  insure  the  filtration  of  all  of  the 
water  and  to  limit  the  quantity  filtered  through  any  portion  of  the 
ground  to  the  amount  which  it  could  thoroughly  purify. 

Taking  into  account  the  first  cost  of  this  complicated  system  of 
works,  the  yearly  cost  of  operating  them  in  such  a  way  as  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  good  water  and  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  results  which  would  be  obtained,  it  does  not  seem  advisable 
to  adopt  this  plan,  when  you  may  obtain  from  Upper  Naukeag 
Pond,  by  a  simple  plan  and  probably  with  a  much  smaller  annual 
cost,  an  ample  supply  of  water  of  good  quality. 

The  Board,  in  its  reply,  dated  April  6, 1894,  to  a  previous  appli- 
cation made  by  yon  relative  to  the  investigations  that  you  had  bet- 
ter make  with  regard  to  finding  a  suitable  water  supply  for  the 
town  of  Winchendon,  suggested,  in  addition  to  the  Upper  Naukeag 
Pond  plan,  that  you  should  investigate  among  other  sources  the 
feasibility  of  taking  a  water  supply  from  the  Stone  Lot  source, 
supplemented  by  water  from  Beaman  Brook.  You  have  sent  us 
from  this  brook  a  sample  of  water  collected  on  April  24,  1894, 
which  had  a  deep  brownish  color,  such  as  water  acquires  from  con- 
tact with  vegetable  matter  in  swampy  places.  As  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  the  analysis  of  a  single  sample  of  water,  this  source 
would  not  furnish  a  water  of  sufiSciently  good  quality  to  make  it 
an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for  the  town. 

In  the  reply  already  referred  to,  the  Board  stated  that  with  the 
information  which  it  then  had  it  believed  *'  Upper  Naukeag  Pond 
to  be  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for  the  town  of  Win- 
chendon, unless  some  equally  good  cr  better  source  can  be  found 
nearer  the  town."     The  information  which  you  have  furnished 
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regarding  the  Prentice  Meadow  source,  and  the  further  information 
now  available  regarding  the  quality  of  the  water  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Beaman  Brook  and  Stone  Lot  source,  do  not  indicate  thnt 
either  of  these  sources  will  furnish  an  equally  good  or  better  sup- 
ply of  water  than  can  be  obtained  from  Upper  Naukeag  Pond. 

With  its  present  information  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
Upper  Naukeag  Pond  is  the  most  appropriate  source  of  water  sup- 
ply for  the  town  of  Winchendon. 

A  further  communication  was  received  from  the  water 
committee  of  Winchendon,  dated  Aug.  6,  1894,  asking  the 
Board,  "  what,  in  their  opinion,  is  the  minimum  amount  of 
water  per  day  that  the  Prentice  Meadow  would  yield,  without 
pumping  from  the  river.**     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Sept.  10,  1804. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained 
from  the  ground  in  any  given  locality  may  be  estimated.  One  is 
to  ascertain  the  results  obtained  at  other  places  somewhat  similarly 
situated,  and  to  use  these  results  as  a  basis  for  estimating  the 
quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  the  proposed  source.  As 
no  two  cases  are  exactly  alike,  it  is  necessary  to  make  due  allow- 
ance for  differences  in  the  character  of  the  ground,  the  size  of  the 
water-shed,  the  presence  or  absence  near  the  ground-water  source 
of  a  large  stream  or  body  of  water,  and  for  other  conditions  which 
may  affect  the  quantity  of  water. 

In  investigating  the  capacities  of  the  various  ground- water 
sources  in  Massachusetts,  it  is  very  noticeable  that  in  cases  where 
ledge  is  encountered  at  the  moderate  depth  at  which  it  was  found 
by  test  wells  in  a  large  part  of  the  Prentice  Meadow,  the  quantity 
of  water  obtainable  is  much  smaller  than  where  the  porous  material 
extends  to  a  much  greater  depth. 

There  are  eight  sources  in  Massachusetts  where  ledge  is  encoun- 
tered at  about  the  same  depth  beneath  the  surface  of  the  ground 
as  at  the  Prentice  Meadow.  According  to  the  best  information 
now  available,  the  capacity  of  these  sources  in  the  driest  years 
ranges  from  50,000  gallons  per  day  for  the  smallest  to  155,000 
gallons  per  day  for  the  largest.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  con- 
ditions apart  from  the  presence  of  the  ledge  are  decidedly  less 
favorable  than  at  the  Prentice  Meadow ;  so  that,  judging  by  the 
experience  in  other  places,  it  seems  probable  that  wells  at  the 
Prentice  Meadow  would  furnish  the  larger  rather  than  the  smaller 
quantity  obtainable  from  the  wells  referred  to. 
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The  8c6ond  way  of  estimating  the  quantity  of  water  to  he 
obtained  from  the  ground  takes  into  account  the  area  of  water-shed 
tributary  to  the  location  of  the  well  or  wells,  the  amount  of  storage 
capacity  in  the  interstices  of  the  ground  which  may  be  made  avail- 
able by  the  lowering  of  the  water  in  the  ground  during  the  drier 
portions  of  the  year,  and  the  area  of  river  bottom  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  wells  from  which  water  may  percolate  into  the  ground  to 
replace  that  pumped  from  it.  Upon  this  basis  the  engineers  of  the 
Board  have  estimated  that  a  well  or  wells  in  the  Prentice  Meadow 
would  yield  during  the  driest  four  months  of  a  dry  year  about 
130,000  gallons  per  day. 

In  the  case  of  a  ground-water  supply  it  is  not  feasible  to  deter- 
mine the  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  with  nearly  as  much 
accuracy  as  in  the  case  of  a  surface-water  supply,  because  the 
character  of  the  ground  from  which  the  water  is  to  be  drawn  is  not 
accurately  known,  even  after  as  extended  tests  as  you  have  made. 
While,  therefore,  the  Board  estimates  that  the  quantity  of  water  to 
be  obtained  from  a  well  or  group  of  wells  in  the  Prentice  Meadow 
would  be  from  100,000  to  200,000  gallons  per  day,  it  cannot  be  at 
all  deOnitely  stated  that  the  quantity  may  not  be  even  more  or  less 
than  these  Ggures. 

Seaverage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
in  rci)ly  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal :  — 

AxnovER.  An  application  was  received  from  the  sewer 
commissioners  of  Andover  Feb.  8,  1894,  for  the  advice  of 
the  Board  relative  to  certain  plans  of  sewage  disposal  for  that 
town.     To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

March  2,  1891. 
The  plan  accompanying  your  application  shows  a  system  of  pipe 
sewers  to  provide  for  the  sewerage  of  all  of  the  thickly  settled  por- 
tions of  the  town,  and  to  collect  the  whole  of  the  sewage  at  a  point 
on  Lowell  Street  east  of  the  Shawsheen  River.  From  this  point 
three  different  plans  are  referred  to  in  the  report  of  your  engineers, 
as  follows  :  one  providing  for  the  discharge  of  the  sewage,  after  it 
has  been  passed  through  a  settling  tank,  into  the  Shawsheen  River, 
about  1,200  feet  below  Lowell  Street;  another  for  conveying  the 
sewage  through  a  twenty-four  inch  pipe  from  Lowell  Street  to  the 
Merrimack  River  at  North  Andover ;  and  the  third  for  pumping 
the  sewage  to  filter  beds  located  north-westerly  from  Frye  Village. 
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You  state  in  your  application  that  you  desire  to  adopt  tbe  first 
of  these  phms,  which  provides  for  an  outlet  into  tlie  Shawsheen 
Biver ;  and  in  a  subsequent  communication  you  make  the  further 
statement  that  it  is  proposed  in  the  beginning  to  build  sewers  for 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  town,  as  indicated  upon  an  accompany- 
ing plan. 

The  Board  has  not  sufDciently  investigated  the  plans  submitted 
to  enable  it  to  advise  as  to  the  best  method  for  the  permanent  dis- 
posal of  the  sewage  of  the  town,  although,  judging  from  the  report 
of  your  engineers,  it  seems  probable  that  it  will  be  best  to  discharge 
the  sewage  into  the  Merrimack  River. 

As  you  desire  a  prompt  answer  to  your  proposition  to  use  in  the 
beginning  an  outlet  into  the  Shawsheen  River,  about  1,200  feet 
below  Lowell  Street,  the  Board  has  carefully  considered  this  sub- 
ject, and  concludes  that  this  outlet  is  not  a  suitable  one  for  the 
sewage  of  the  central  portion  of  the  town,  or  for  as  large  a  popu- 
lation as  will  probably  be  connected  with  the  system  within  a  few 
years  after  the  works  are  first  operated. 

Concord.  The  committee  on  sewerage  of  the  town  of 
Concord  applied  to  the  Board  Nov.  20,  1894,  for  the  advice 
of  the  Board  upon  a  proposed  plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  that  town.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Jax.  3,  1895. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  communication 
dated  Nov.  20,  1894,  in  which  you  state  that  the  town  of  Concord 
passed  a  vote  April  2,  1894,  authorizing  you  '*  to  apply  to  the  next 
General  Court  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  and  desir- 
able to  enable  the  town  to  construct  and  maintain  a  suitable  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  general  accordance  with 
the  report  of  the  committee  made  to  this  meeting ;  "  and  you  sub- 
mit with  your  communication  the  annual  report  of  the  town,  con- 
taining the  report  of  the  committee  on  sewerage  referred  to  in  the 
said  vote,  and  request  the  advice  and  recommendation  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  the  premises. 

In  the  report  submitted  is  outlined  a  proposed  plan  for  the  sew- 
erage of  the  more  tliickly  settled  parts  of  the  town  by  means  of  a 
system  of  pipe  sewers  leading  to  a  pumping  station,  at  which  the 
sewage  will  be  forced  tlirough  a  pipe  to  high  dry  land  and  there 
filtered  and  purified.  Judging  from  the  outline  presented,  the 
Board  believes  that  the  proposed  plan  is  to  be  com  mend imI  as  one 
well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  town  of  Concord,  but  can  advise 
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more  f  ally  after  the  more  definite  plans,  which  it  understands  are 
to  be  prepared,  are  presented. 

An  examination  of  the  land  pointed  out  by  you  as  being  avail- 
able for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  indicated  that  it  was  suitable 
for  this  purpose. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  intermittent  filtration  through 
land  is  the  proper  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  your 
town. 

Haverhill.  An  application  was  received  from  the  mayor 
of  Haverhill  June  22,  1894,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  rela- 
tive to  a  proposed  sewerage  system  near  Lake  Saltonstall, 
the  question  being  whether  a  separate  or  combined  system 
of  sewerage  would  be  preferable,  under  the  circumstances, 
and  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  a  part  of  the  city 
near  Dustin  Square.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Aug.  21,  1894. 

The  Stale  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  communication 
dated  June  22,  r894,  in  which  you  state  that  petitions  have  been 
presented  to  the  city  council  asking  for  a  sewerage  system  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lake  Saltonstall,  one  of  your  sources  of  water  supply ; 
and  you  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  whether  the  separate 
or  combined  system  of  sewerage  is  preferable  under  the  circum- 
stances. You  also  ask  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  another  section  of  the  city  near  Dustin  Square,  suggesting  that 
it  may  require  the  separate  system,  with  filter  beds. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  caused  these  subjects  to  be  care- 
fully considered  by  its  engineers.  It  finds  that  the  proposed  sys- 
tem in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Saltonstall  is  intended  to  provide  for 
the  territory  bordering  upon  the  westerly  half  of  the  lake. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  of  terms,  a 
**  combined  '*  system  will  be  defined  as  one  in  which  the  sewage 
proper  and  the  storm  water  flowing  from  streets  and  other  surfaces 
during  storms  are  conveyed  away  in  one  sewer,  while  a  '*  separate" 
system  is  one  in  which  the  sewage  proper  is  carried  away  in  one 
conduit,  generally  a  pipe  of  moderate  size,  while  the  stonn  water 
is  removed  by  a  much  larger  conduit.  Very  heavy  storms  furnish 
an  amount  of  water  very  many  times  as  great  as  the  amount  of 
sewage  proper;  so  that,  if  all  of  the  water  during  the  heaviest 
storms  is  to  be  conveyed  away  by  the  sewers  or  drains,  they  must 
be  very  large  as  compared  with  the  pipe  for  taking  sewage  only 
from  the  same  district.     It  is  consequently  customary,  wherever 
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practicable,  to  provide  an  overflow  for  the  discharge  of  the  surplus 
Btorm  water,  so  as  to  diunnish  the  cost  of  the  works. 

This  practical  consideration  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the  con- 
duit for  carrying  the  storm  water  makes  the  question  of  the  length 
of  time  that  Lake  Saltonstall  will  be  used  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  an  important  one.  If  it  is  to  be  retained  as  a  source  of 
water  supply,  the  sewers  of  a  combined  system  should  be  large 
euough  to  take  the  water  flowing  off  during  the  heaviest  storms,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  ovei'flow  of  sewage  into  the  lake.  If  the  use 
of  the  lake  for  water-supply  purposes  should  be  discontinued,  the 
main  sewer  of  the  combined  system  might  be  a  little  smaller,  but 
it  should  still  be  large,  so  that  such  overflow  would  take  place  only 
at  very  rare  intervals.  If  the  separate  system  should  be  used,  the 
sewage  would  not  overflow  into  the  lake,  because  the  quantity 
would  not  increase  materially  during  rains,  and  the  stonn  water  in 
a  separate  conduit  might  overflow  occasionally  without  doing  any 
serious  harm.  Consequently,  with  the  separate  system,  the  storm- 
water  conduit  from  Mill  Street  to  the  outlet  of  the  lake  might 
be  much  smaller  than  the  con*esponding  sewer  of  the  combined 
system. 

There  is  a  third  solution  of  the  problem,  using  in  part  the  sepa- 
rate system  and  in  part  the  combined  system,  which  may  be  more 
satisfactoiT  than  either  of  the  others.  By  this  plan  the  separate 
system  would  be  used  to  bring  the  sewage  and  stonn  water  from 
most  of  this  territory  to  the  low  point  in  Mill  Street  near  tlie 
westerly  end  of  the  lake,  and  from  this  point  the  sewer  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake  to  its  outlet  would  be  built  as  a  combined  sewer 
to  take  both  the  sewage  and  storm  water.  In  this  case,  however, 
the  combined  sewer  might  be  a  comparatively  small  one,  as  the 
surplus  storm  water  of  hea^'y  storms  could  be  permitted  to  over- 
flow into  the  lake  before  entering  this  sewer.  By  this  plan  the 
sewers  down  to  the  low  point  on  Mill  Street  would  cost  more  than 
the  s«»wers  of  the  combined  system,  but  below  this  point  would 
cost  much  less. 

Any  one  of  the  three  plans,  if  designed  and  constructed  as  indi- 
cated, would  be  satisfactory  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view ;  and 
the  question  as  to  which  should  be  adopted  may  properly  depend 
upon  their  relative  cost,  which  your  engineer  has  better  opportuni- 
ties for  determining  than  the  engineers  of  this  Board. 

The  best  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  section  of 
the  city  near  Dustin  Square  has  been  considered  by  the  Board,  and 
after  making  examinations  with  regard  to  the  purification  of  the 
sewage  by  filtration  through  sand,  with  the  subsequent  discharge 
of  the  etUueut  from  the  filter  beds  into  Little  Blveri  it  has  con« 
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eluded  that  it  would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  convey  this  sewage 
to  the  Merrimack  River  through  an  extension  of  the  present  Hill- 
dale  Avenue  sewer  or  some  other  sewer  in  the  valley  of  Little 
River. 

Hudson.  The  sewerage  committee  of  the  town  of  Hud- 
son applied  to  the  Board  March  24,  1894,  submitting  to  the 
Board  the  following  questions  relative  to  a  proposed  system 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  that  town :  — 

1.  Will  the  town  be  permitted  to  drain  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  its  sewage  into  the  Assabet  River ;  and,  if  a  part, 
what  part? 

2.  What  is  the  best  location  for  its  filter  beds,  if  not  per- 
mitted to  drain  into  the  river? 

3.  If  filter  beds  should  be  necessary,  what  will  be  the  best 
practicable  method  of  constructing  them? 

To  these  inquiries  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Mat  8,  1894. 

**  1.  Will  the  town  be  pennitted  to  drain  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
its  sewage  into  the  Assabet  River;  and,  if  apart,  what  part? 

"2.  What  is  the  best  location  for  its  filter  beds,  if  not  per- 
mitted to  drain  into  this  river? 

"3.  If  filter  beds  should  be  necessary  what  will  be  the  best 
practicable  method  of  constructing  them  ?  ** 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  question  of  the  effect  of 
discharging  sewage  from  the  town  into  the  river,  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  no  considerable  part  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  could 
be  discharged  into  the  stream  without  having  an  injurious  effect ; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  a  system  should  be  adopted  which  would 
wholly  prevent  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  river. 

The  best  method  of  purifying  the  sewage  of  a  town  is  by  inter- 
mittent filtration  through  porous  sand  or  gravel,  where  such  mate- 
rial can  be  found  ;  and  the  examinations  indicate  that  such  material, 
quite  favorably  located,  may  be  found  in  the  town  of  Hudson,  so 
that  this  is  the  best  method  for  adoption  in  your  case. 

With  regard  to  the  best  location  for  filter  beds,  it  is  not  feasible 
to  advise  definitely  without  further  knowledge  as  to  the  relative 
iieight  of  the  town  and  of  the  land  which  might  be  used  for  filtra- 
tion. There  is  land  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  about  a  mile  below 
the  town,  which  appears  to  be  suitable  for  intermittent  filtration. 
Tiiis  land  is  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  first  road  which 
crosses  the  river  below  the  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad.    If 
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the  sewage  of  the  town  could  be  brought  by  gravity  to  this  locality, 
so  that  it  would  be  six  or  eight  feet  above  ordinary  high  water  in 
the  river,  beds  might  be  prepared  at  this  level  upon  which  the 
sewage  could  be  filtered  ;  but  the  preparation  of  such  beds  would 
involve  considerable  expense  for  filling  and  underdrainage,  and  on 
account  of  this  expense  the  area  of  the  beds  might  be  more  limited 
than  would  be  desirable.  If,  however,  the  sewage  should  be 
pumped  to  higher  land,  there  would  be  a  greater  certainty  of  suc- 
cessful purification,  the  cost  of  preparing  the  beds  would  be  much 
smaller  and  there  would  be  an  ample  area  of  land  for  future 
extension. 

The  amount  of  land  which  should  be  prepared  for  filtration  in 
the  beginning  cannot  be  definitely  told  with  the  present  informa- 
tion, but  it  would  probably  be  between  four  and  eight  acres.  The 
amount  will  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  material  and  the 
height  of  the  land  above  the  ground  water,  both  of  which  can  be 
determined  by  digging  test  pits.  It  is  often  desirable,  where  land 
is  cheap  and  is  so  situated  that  it  can  be  prepared  for  sewage  filtra- 
tion at  a  comparatively  small  cost,  to  prepare  a  greater  area  of 
filter  beds  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  so  as  to  insure  the  purifi- 
cation of  the  sewage  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  so  that  the 
surface  of  the  beds  may  be  less  liable  to  clog  thau  if  a  large 
amount  of  sewage  was  deposited  upon  a  comparatively  small  area. 
Liberal  provision  should  be  made  for  future  wants  by  acquiring  in 
the  beginning  sufficient  land  upon  which  to  construct  additional 
filter  beds  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  made  necessary  by  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  people  connected  with  the  sewers. 

The  town  of  F'raminghara  acquired  about  seventy  acres,  and 
prepared  about  twelve  acres  for  the  filtration  of  the  sewage  of 
South  Framingham.  This  has  proved  to  be  an  ample  area  for  dis- 
posing of  the  sewage,  but  the  town  has  recently  prepared  addi- 
tional beds,  with  a  view  to  raising  crops  upon  them.  The  whole 
of  the  town  of  Fnimingham  contained  9,239  inhabitants  in  1890. 

The  city  of  Marlborough  (population  in  1890,  13,805)  purchased 
about  sixty-three  acres,  and  prepared  11.3  acres  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage.  In  this  case  there  has  been  a  little  didlculty  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  sewage  in  very  cold  wiuters,  and  when  an  unusual 
amount  of  ground  water  found  its  way  into  the  sewers  in  the 
spring,  which  might  have  been  avoided  if  additional  land  had  been 
prepared  for  filtration.  It  is  probable  that  extensions  will  have  to 
be  made  before  long. 

In  both  of  these  cases  the  land  is  porous,  and  of  very  good 
quality  for  sewage  filtration. 

The  Boai*d  will  advise  you  further  in  this  matter  when  you  have 
further  inf  ormaUou  U>  ^tt^XL\i« 
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Milton.  An  application  was  received  from  the  committee 
on  sewerage  of  Milton  May  2,  1894,  for  the  advice  of  the 
Board  relative  to  a  system  of  sewerage  for  that  town,  having 
outlets  into  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Sept.  25,  1894. 

The  main  features  of  the  proposed  plan,  as  indicated  by  the 
wi'itten  description  and  the  plan  accompanying  your  application, 
are  systems  of  pipe  sewers  from  which  storm  water  is  to  be 
excluded,  for  collecting  the  sewage  of  the  town  and  conveying  it 
to  the  Dorchester  branch  of  the  main  sewerage  system  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  underdrains  beneath  nearly  all  of  the  sewers  for 
collecting  the  ground  water  and  conveying  it  to  the  Neponset  River. 

Upon  the  plan  three  sewer  districts  are  shown,  each  having  an 
independent  connection  with  the  Boston  sewer,  and  in  addition  to 
these  the  description  refers  to  a  fourth  district,  Including  the  vil- 
lage of  Milton  Lower  Mills,  In  which  no  sewers  are  shown  upon 
the  plan,  but  which  is  now  partially  provided  with  sewers  which 
discharge  Into  the  Neponset  River.  It  is  stated  that  the  system 
for  this  district  is  to  be  connected  with  the  Boston  sewer,  and  it  is 
also  stated  that  the  town  Las  secured  the  consent  of  the  mayor  of 
Boston  to  this  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Milton,  and 
that  he  has  named  a  price  per  year  for  such  disposal,  which  is  sat- 
isfactory to  the  town  committee. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  method  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage  of  Milton  by  discharging  it  into  the  main  sewerage  system 
of  the  city  of  Boston  is  the  best  that  can  be  adopted,  and  that  this 
method  should  be  made  to  apply  to  all  portions  of  the  town, 
including  the  village  of  Milton  Lower  Mills. 

The  engineers  of  the  Board  have  examined  in  a  general  way  the 
locations,  sizes  and  grades  of  the  main  sewers,  and  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  a  system  designed  substantially,  as  proposed,  if  con- 
structed with  care,  can  be  made  to  operate  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. Some  of  the  sewers  necessarily  have  a  low  grade,  and  will 
require  more  care  in  order  to  keep  them  clean  than  if  it  were  fea- 
sible to  give  them  a  higher  grade. 

The  amount  of  fall  from  the  end  of  the  fifteen-inch  sewer  in 
Granite  Avenue  on  the  Milton  side  of  the  Neponset  River  to  the 
Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  is  sufficient  to  render  operative  a 
properly  designed  inverted  siphon  across  the  Neponset  River  at 
this  place.  The  application  states  that  this  inverted  siphon  is  to 
consist  of  two  ten-inch  cast-iron  pipes,  so  arranged  that  one  will 
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take  the  ordinary  flow  and  the  other  the  surplus ;  and  the  sugges- 
tion has  since  been  made,  verbally,  that  the  diameter  of  these 
pipes  might  be  reduced  to  eight  inches.  It  is  desirable  that  at 
least  one  of  the  pipes  should  be  made  ten  iuches  in  diameter,  and 
that  both  the  siphon  pipes  and  the  short  section  of  sewer  leading 
from  them  to  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  should  bo  placed 
low  enough  so  that  practically  the  whole  difference  in  level  be- 
tween the  sewage  in  the  sewer  on  the  Milton  side  of  the  Neponset 
River  and  in  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  may  be  made  avail- 
able for  cleansing  the  siphon  pipes.  In  this  case,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  sewers  of  low  grade,  the  works  must  be  maintained  with  care 
in  order  to  insure  satisfactory  results. 

While  a  siphon  is  a  feature  not  to  be  included  in  a  sewerage  sys- 
tem where  it  can  be  readily  avoided,  there  seems  to  be  no  alterna- 
tive in  the  present  case  except  to  pump  the  sewage,  and  this  would 
cost  much  more  than  the  proper  maintenance  of  a  siphon. 

At  Central  Avenue  the  use  of  a  siphon  is  avoided,  as  the  plans 
provide  for  cuspending  the  sewer  from  the  existing  bridge. 

In  regard  to  the  other  two  crossings,  no  opinion  will  be  given 
at  the  present  time,  because  for  the  one  at  Milton  Lower  Mills  no 
plans  have  been  submitted,  and  at  Mattapan  the  elevation  of  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer  has  not 
yet  been  determined. 

The  provision  for  removing  the  gi'ound  water  by  means  of  drains 
laid  beneath  the  sewers  is  to  be  commended  both  on  account  of  the 
sanitary  benefits  to  be  derived  from  keeping  the  ground  thoroughly 
drained  and  because  of  the  smaller  amount  of  sewage  which  will 
be  dibchargod  into  the  Boston  system.  It  has  been  found  by  expe- 
i-ionce  that  whore  there  are  no  underdrains  much  of  the  ground 
water  finds  its  way  into  the  sewers,  even  when  they  are  constructed 
with  much  care,  so  that  in  many  places  the  volume  flowing  in  the 
sewers  is  two  or  three  times  the  volume  of  sewage  proper.  As 
this  ground  water,  if  collected  in  separate  pipes,  can  be  discharged 
into  the  Neponset  River  without  doing  harm,  it  is  much  better  that 
it  should  be  disposed  of  in  this  way  than  by  tuniiug  it  into  the 
l^)st<)n  system,  not  only  on  account  of  the  cost  of  pumping  the 
added  ground  water,  but  because  the  Boston  system  will  be  over- 
burdened and  require  duplication  much  sooner  if  care  is  not  taken 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  ground  water  into  the  sewers  connected 
with  it. 

Experience  in  Framingham,  Newton  and  Brockton  has  shown 
that  it  is  feasible,  by  taking  suflflcient  care  in  the  constniction  of 
the  sewers  and  underdrains,  to  prevent  the  sewage  from  leaking 
into  these  drains  to  contaminate  the  ground  water,  and,  indirectly, 
the  streams  into  w\uc\x  tJi^  \xvi«^^tOLX^va&  ^viOa5«^^» 


No.  34.]     ADVICE  TO   CITIES  AND  TOWNS.         61 

Nantucket.  The  sewer  commissioners  of  Nantucket  ap- 
plied to  the  Board  June  21,  1894,  for  its  advice  relative  to 
a  proposed  extension  of  the  Lily  Pond  Drain,  so-called,  to 
an  outlet  at  the  end  of  Brant  Point.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Sept.  10,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your  appli- 
cation, dated  June  21,  1894,  and  the  accompanying  plans  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Lily  Pond  drain  to  an  out- 
let about  twenty-eight  feet  beyond  mean  low-water  mark  at  the 
extreme  end  of  Brant  Point. 

The  plans  submitted  show  that  a  catch-basin  for  intercepting 
substances  that  are  either  lighter  or  heavier  than  water  is  to  be 
built  upon  the  sewer  before  it  reaches  the  land  upon  which  the 
Brant  Point  lighthouse  is  situated. 

The  Board  has  considered  the  question  of  this  outlet  with  refer- 
ence to  the  quantity  of  sewage  which  now  flows  in  the  Lily  Pond 
drain,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  discharge  of  this  amount  of 
sewage  at  the  proposed  outlet,  after  it  has  had  removed  from  it  as 
much  of  the  heavier  and  lighter  matters  as  can  be  retained  by  a 
suitably  constructed  catch-basin,  will  not  cause  any  serious  trouble 
in  the  next  few  yeara.  If  the  sewage  should  be  discharged  without 
the  removal  of  the  solid  matters  by  a  catch-basin  suitably  designed 
and  maintained,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  floating  matters  would  be 
cast  upon  the  shore  between  the  Nantucket  House  and  the  shore 
end  of  the  westerly  jetty,  or  on  the  shore  of  the  inner  harbor. 

The  Board  believes  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  increase  the 
amount  of  sewage  discharged  at  this  outlet,  and  that  the  town 
should  take  measures  for  the  introduction  of  a  general  system  of 
sewerage,  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  the  best  available  method. 

North  Andover.  An  application  was  received  May  28, 
1894,  from  the  selectmen  and  road  commissioners  of  North 
Andover,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  a  sewer  from  Main  Street,  North  Andover, 
into  the  Merrimack  River.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Auo.  3,  1894. 

This  plan  shows  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  for  the  main  village  of 
North  Andover,  and  indicates  that  the  sewage  of  the  village  of 
North  Andover  Centre  may  be  brought  into  the  same  system  through 
a  twelve-inch  pipe.  The  lower  end  of  the  Main  Street  sewer  is  to 
be  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  and  is  to  serve  as  the  main  outlet 
of  the  system. 


62  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.     [Pub.  Doc. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  permissible  for  the  present 
to  discharge  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  North  Andover  into  the 
Merrimack  River  at  Main  Street,  but  advises  that  the  sewage  should 
be  carried  out  into  the  river  through  a  submerged  pipe  as  far  as 
practicable  beyond  low-water  mark,  in  order  that  it  may  be  diluted 
quickly,  and  that  there  may  be  less  danger  of  fouling  the  shores  of 
the  river  below  the  outlet. 

Palmer.  An  application  was  received  from  the  selectmen 
of  Palmer  May  11,  1892,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  main  village  of  Palmer 
by  direct  discharge  into  the  Quaboag  River.  The  reply  of 
the  Board,  embodying  also  its  reasons  for  delay  in  answer- 
ing the  application,  was  as  follows :  — 

Feb.  1,  1894. 

By  the  proposed  plan  the  sewage  is  to  be  collected  in  a  system 
of  pipe  sewers  from  which  storm  water  is  to  be  excluded,  and  is  to 
be  discharged  into  the  Quaboag  River  below  the  bridge  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Ck>mpany. 

On  June  2,  1892,  a  public  hearing  upon  this  question  was  held 
at  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Health.  After  this  hearing  the  ques- 
tion was  carefully  considered  by  the  Board,  and  it  was  concluded 
that  it  was  desirable  to  defer  making  a  foimal  reply  until  definite 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  city  of  Chicopee  with  reference  to 
the  abandonment  of  the  Chicopee  River  as  a  source  of  water  supply. 

The  Board  is  now  informed  that  the  works  for  the  supply  of 
water  to  Chicopee  Falls  from  a  new  source  are  completed,  and  that 
the  use  of  the  Chicopee  River  as  a  source  of  water  supply  has  been 
discontinued. 

As  a  result  of  investigations  by  the  engineer  of  the  Board,  and 
a  careful  consideration  of  the  plan  proposed  by  you  and  the  state- 
meuts  presented  at  the  hearing,  the  Board  concludes  that  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  sewere  from  which  storm  water  is  excluded  is 
to  be  commended  as  being  the  best  adapted  to  the  present  and 
future  requirements  of  the  main  village  of  Palmer ;  and  that  the 
sewage  may  be  turned  into  the  Quaboag  River  below  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  bridge,  as  proposed,  for  the  present,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  sewage  is  to  be  diverted  from  the  river  and 
purified  whenever  the  pollution  of  the  stream  makes  such  action 
necessary.  If  at  any  time  a  public  water  supply  should  be  taken 
from  the  stream  at  Chicopee  or  at  any  other  place  below  Palmer, 
the  necessity  for  at  once  diverting  the  sewage  and  purifying  it 
would  become  imperative. 
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Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Sources  of  Water  Supply, 

Brookfield.  a  communication  was  received  March  29, 
1894,  from  H.  E.  Cottle,  Esq.,  chairman  of  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  town  of  Brookfield  to  investigate  the  {Sub- 
ject of  the  pollution  of  Seven-mile  River  by  the  town  of 
Spencer,  asking  the  advice  of  the  Board  as  lo  the  best 
course  to  be  pursued  by  the  town  relative  to  the  nuisance 
thus  caused.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

June  8,  1894. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  town  of  Spencer  applied  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  last  year  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  disposal 
of  its  sewage,  and  in  concluding  its  reply  the  Board  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  directly  into  the  Seven- 
mile  river  should  be  discontinued. 

The  examinations  made  at  Spencer  last  year  and  a  further 
examination  made  since  your  communication  was  received  show 
that  a  large  part  of  the  offence  is  due  to  the  discharge  of  wastes 
from  the  Spencer  Gas  Works  into  the  sewers,  and  thence  into  the 
Seven-mile  River.  It  is  also  essential  to  the  purification  of  the 
sewage  of  the  town  by  intermittent  filtration  (which  is  the  method 
under  consideration)  that  the  gas  wastes  should  be  removed  from 
the  sewer.  The  interception  and  removal  of  these  gas  wastes,  so 
that  they  would  not  enter  the  Seven-mile  River,  would  furnish  a 
large  measure  of  relief  during  the  time  when  the  town  is  preparing 
plans  and  constructing  the  works  for  purifying  its  sewage.  The 
gas  wastes  from  other  gas  works  in  the  State  are  now  intercepted 
so  that  they  do  not  cause  a  nuisance  ;  and  the  Board  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Spencer  Gas  Company  should  provide  at  once  for  inter- 
cepting the  waste  matters  from  its  works,  so  that  they  will  not  be 
discharged  into  the  river. 

A  copy  of  this  communication  will  be  sent  to  the  Spencer  Gas 
Company. 

Deerfield.  The  selectmen  of  Deerfield,  acting  as  a 
Board  of  Health,  complained  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
Aug.  13,  1894,  that  sewage  from  the  town  of  Greenfield  was 
discharged  into  the  Green  River  (a  stream  which  flows 
through  the  thickly  settled  part  of  the  town  of  Deerfield), 
at  or  near  the  boundary  line  of  these  towns,  and  **to  the 
common  nuisance  of  the  public  and  to  the   detriment  of 
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the  public  health,"  at  the  same  time  requesting  the  Board 
to  **take  such  action  and  make  such  orders  in  relation 
thereto  as  the  public  health  and  interest  demand."  The 
Board  replied  to  this  communication  as  follows :  — 

Oct.  4,  1894. 

The  Board  caused  an  cxamiDation  of  the  premises  to  be  made  by 
one  of  its  engineers  in  September,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  low 
flow  of  water  in  the  streams,  and  he  found  that  the  Green  River  in 
Deerfield,  and  in  Greenfield  below  the  outlet  of  the  main  sewer, 
was  in  an  offensive  condition,  caused  mainly  by  the  discharge  into 
it  of  sewage  from  the  public  sewers  of  the  town  of  Greenfield,  but 
also  to  some  extent  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  and  polluting  mat- 
ters from  buildings  and  factories  in  the  town  of  Deerfield. 

In  view  of  the  results  of  his  examinations,  the  Board  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  discharge  of  sewage  and  polluting  matters  into 
this  river  should  be  discontinued. 

The  best  plan  for  disposing  of  the  sewage  cannot  be  definitely 
determined  upon  until  surveys  and  other  investigations  have  been 
made.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  it  will  be  best  to  inter- 
cept the  sewage  before  its  discharge  into  the  Green  River,  and 
convey  it  by  means  of  an  intercepting  sewer  to  an  outlet  discharg- 
ing well  out  into  the  Deerfield  River,  beyond  low-water  mark,  at 
some  suitable  place. 

As  an  intercepting  sewer  such  as  is  proposed  could  be  used 
jointly  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  both  Grenfield  and  Deer- 
field, the  Board  suggests  the  advisability  of  joint  action,  both  in 
the  investigation  of  the  matter  and  in  the  construction  of  works  for 
preventing  the  pollution  of  the  Green  River. 

A  copy  of  this  reply  will  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of 
the  town  of  Greenfield. 

Fra3IINGHAm,  a  communication  was  received  from  the 
Board  of  Health  of  Framingham  June  13,  1894,  recjuosting 
the  Stiite  Board  of  Health  *'to  examine  the  condition  of  a 
portion  ^f  the  Sudbury  River  running  through  Saxonville," 
and  certain  meadows  in  Framingham  and  South  Framing- 
ham.  The  Board,  after  making  the  examination,  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Auo.  7,  1894. 

Certain  insanitary  conditions  exist  in  and  along  the  Sudbur 
River  in  Saxonville  and  below  that  village,  tending  to  impair  tb 
taealtfaL  ot  tiiQ  \n\i«XA\A.\i\A  ot  the  adjacent  territory ;  that  the  mai 
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ner  of  disposing  of  the  waste  resulting  from  the  washing  of  wool 
in  the  mill,  the  method  of  managing  the  sink  drainage  from  vari- 
ous dwelling-houses  adjacent  to  the  river,  the  want  of  due  care  in 
the  construction,  maintenance  and  use  of  the  ditches  in  the  meadows 
described  in  the  application  are  all  objectionable ;  that,  while  it 
cannot  be  demonstrated  that  these  objectionable  conditions  are  the 
direct  cause  of  malaria,  they  are  sufficiently  serious  to  menace  the 
public  health  ;  and,  finally,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  they  are  remediable  conditions,  and,  under  the  ample 
authority  of  the  Public  Statutes,  they  are  entirely  within  the  con- 
trol and  jurisdiction  of  the  local  Board  of  Health  of  Framingham. 

RocKPORT.  A  communieiition  was  received  July  3,  1894, 
from  the  water  commissioners  of  Rockport,  asking  the  Board 
to  notify  the  owners  of  a  glue  factory  located  upon  the  water- 
shed of  the  Rockport  water  supply  (Cape  Pond)  to  cease 
polluting  the  water  supply.    The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Aug.  3,  1894. 

This  Board,  in  a  communication  dated  Feb.  18,  1893,  addressed 
to  the  selectmen  of  Rockport,  Henri  N.  Woods  and  others,  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  there  was  an  increasing  pollution  of  the 
pond  by  the  waste  matters  from  the  glue  factory,  and  that  if  this 
pollution  were  stopped  the  water  would  in  time  become  of  satis- 
factory quality  for  the  supply  of  the  town.  Samples  of  water  col- 
lected in  1894  do  not  show  any  improvement  in  the  character  of 
the  water  as  compared  with  a  sample  collected  in  February,  1893, 
and  an  examination  made  by  the  Board  shows  that  the  drainage 
from  this  factory  still  finds  its  way  into  the  pond. 

The  Board,  therefore,  has  no  reason  to  change  its  views  as  to 
the  relation  of  the  drainage  from  this  factory  to  the  quality  of  the 
water  in  the  pond,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that,  as  this  pond  is  to  be 
used  to  supply  the  town  of  Rockport  with  water,  the  pollution 
of  the  water  of  the  pond  by  the  waste  matters  from  the  glue  fac- 
tory should  cease  forthwith. 

The  Board  is  not  authorized  to  notify  the  proprietors  of  the  glue 
factory  to  cease  from  polluting  this  pond,  but  sends  for  your  infor- 
mation a  marked  copy  of  the  general  laws  relating  to  the  pollution 
of  sources  of  water  supply. 

Worcester.  A  communication  was  received  from  Mr. 
F.  B.  Smith  of  Worcester,  June  20,  1894,  relative  to  pro- 
posed restrictions  upon  a  tract  of  land  in  Holden,  the  larger 
part  of  which  lies  upon  the  water-shed  of  a  proposed  storage 
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reseiToir  of  the  City  of  Worcester,  asking  the  advice  of  the 
Board  as  to  the  question  of  building  cess-pools  upon  the 
water-shod  of  the  reservoir,  and  at  what  distance  from 
the  water  line  it  would  be  safe  to  construct  them.  The 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Aug.  3,  1894. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  a  communication 
dated  June  20,  1894,  relative  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Holden 
owned  by  you  and  Mr.  Lincoln  Kinnicutt,  the  larger  part  of  which 
lies  upon  the  water-shed  of  a  proposed  water-supply  reservoir  of 
the  city  of  Worcester.  You  refer  to  proposed  restrictions  upon 
this  land,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  pollution  of  the  Worcester 
water  supply  by  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  the  land,  and 
in  the  concluding  paragraph  ask  *'  whether  any  tests  have  been 
made  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  percolation  through  the  soil, 
and,  if  the  matter  has  been  determined  by  tests,  what  distance 
is  necessary  to  purify  sewage  by  percolation ; "  also,  "  how  near 
would  it  be  safe  to  build  cess-pools  to  the  water  line  of  the  city's 
reservoir." 

The  Board  is  not  aware  that  any  tests  have  been  made  for  the 
special  purposes  of  ascertaining  how  far  away  from  a  cess-pool  the 
water  from  it  becomes  purified  by  its  passage  through  the  ground. 
The  distance  would  undoubtedly  depend  to  a  very  great  extent 
upon  many  local  conditions,  such  as  the  depth  from  the  bottom 
of  the  cess-pool  to  the  level  of  the  ground  water,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  material  through  which  the  liquid  from  the  cess-pool 
filters.  The  conditions  would  be  less  favorable  if  the  sewage 
percolates  in  a  somewhat  concentrated  stream  in  one  direction 
than  if  it  were  diffused  to  a  greater  extent  as  it  passes  through 
the  ground. 

Although  there  have  been  no  special  tests  in  regard  to  the  purifi- 
cation of  sewage  by  its  percolation  from  cess-pools,  yet  there  is 
much  information  bearing  upon  this  point.  Nearly  every  well  in 
a  thickly  settled  village  derives  more  or  less  of  its  supply  by  per- 
colation from  cess-pools  in  the  vicinity,  and  yet  in  a  majority  of 
cases  the  degree  of  purification  effected  by  filtration  is  such  that 
tlie  water  of  the  wells  is  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

In  South  Framingham,  Newton  and  Brockton  underdrains  have 
been  laid  beneath  the  sewers  to  carry  off  the  ground  water,  and 
before  any  sewage  had  been  turned  into  these  sewers  samples  of 
water  were  collected  from  the  underdrains  and  analyzed.  The  com- 
mon method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  these  places  at  the  time 
was  by  means  of  cc8s-i>ools,  and  the  analyses  of  the  water  from  the 
underdrains  left  no  doviX^V  \.\i^\>\\>  ^^tcl<^  m^owct  from  these  sources. 
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The  Board  has  already  advised  the  town  of  Framingham  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  water  of  its  underdrain  and  its  rela- 
tion to  the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Boston,  into  which  it  was 
and  is  now  discharged ;  and,  as  there  is  some  similarity  between 
this  case  and  your  own,  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Board  to  the 
town  of  Framingham  is  enclosed  herewith. 

The  distance  through  which  the  liquid  from  a  cess-pool  must  per- 
colate in  order  to  remove  the  objectionable  matters  depends  upon 
local  conditions  to  such  an  extent  that  with  present  information  it 
is  impracticable  to  make  a  general  statement  of  the  distance  from 
a  reservoir  that  a  cess-pool  must  be  placed  in  order  to  insure  safety. 
But  under  very  favorable  conditions  of  soil  the  filtration  of  sewage 
from  a  small  number  of  cess-pools  to  a  storage  reservoir  two  hun- 
dred feet  distant  would  not  be  likely  to  have  a  noticeable  effect 
upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  reservoir. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


EXPLANATORY    NOTE. 

The  systematic  examination  of  tlie  water  supplies  of  the  State  was  begun  June 
1,  1887,  and  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  The  results  for  the  first 
two  years  were  published  in  a  special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  Examination  of 
Water  Supplies  (1890),  and  for  the  succeeding  years  In  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Board  beginning  with  the  1890  (Twenty-second  Annual)  report. 

The  special  report  contains  a  description  of  each  of  the  water  supplies  in  the 
State  existing  at  the  date  of  that  report,  and  the  annual  reports  only  contain  descrip- 
tions of  new  worlds  and  changes  in  existing  works. 

In  all  of  these  reports  an  alphabetical  arrangement  by  towns  has  been  adopted. 
Sources  of  water  supply  are  tabulated  under  the  name  of  the  town  supplied,  other 
waters  under  the  name  of  the  town  in  which  they  are  situated.  The  analyses  of 
water  from  the  larger  rivers  not  used  as  sources  of  water  supply  are  given  in  a  sub- 
sequent tabulation,  headed  **  Examination  of  Rivers." 

The  method  of  mailing  the  chemical  and  microscopical  examinations  remains 
unchanged,  and  the  results  are  presented  In  the  tables  of  this  report  in  the  same 
form  as  in  the  last  one. 

The  samples  of  water  are  usually  received  at  the  laboratory  from  twenty-four  to 
forty-eight  hours  after  collection.  All  surface  water  and  such  samples  of  ground 
water  as  contain  suspended  matter  are  filtered  through  filter-paper  before  determin- 
ing the  color,  the  residue  on  evaporation  and  the  albuminoid  ammonia  in  solution. 
Some  ^ound  waters  which  are  perfectly  clear  and  colorless  when  drawn  from  the 
ground  become  turbid  and  colored  on  standing, /In  consequence  of  the  oxidation  of 
the  Iron  which  they  contain.  In  these  waters  the  residue  on  evaporation  Is  deter- 
mined without  filtration,  since  this  iron  Is  an  essential  and  not  an  accidental  Ingre- 
dient in  the  water.  In  the  changes  which  accompany  the  oxidation  of  the  Iron  in 
waters  of  this  character,  they  become  first  cloudy  (well  described  by  the  word 
milky)  and  finally  deposit  a  precipitate  of  oxide  of  Iron.  In  the  cloudy  condition 
they  have  a  distinct  color,  which,  while  It  does  not  have  the  same  significance  as  in 
the^^ase  of  surface  waters,  and  is  only  a  passing  phenomenon,  is,  nevertheless,  of 
interest  as  showing  a  color  which  the  water  may  assume  while  the  oxidation  of  the 
iron  Is  In  progress.  When  the  Iron  Is  all  oxidized  and  precipitated  the  water  may 
become  colorless  again.  Explanatory  notes  will  be  given  for  waters  of  this  kind 
in  connection  with  the  tables  of  analyses. 

The  color  of  water  is  expressed  by  numbers  which  increase  with  the  amount  of 
color.  The  standard  used  Is  nesslerized  ammonia,  as  described  on  page  531  of  the 
Special  Report  upon  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1890,  and  on  page  329  of 
the  Annual  Report  for  1893.  Boston  water,  as  drawn  from  a  tap  at  the  Institute  of 
Technology,  had  an  average  color  In  1894  of  0.69.  Other  water  supplies  In  the 
State  have  had  an  average  color  of  from  0  to  1.45. 
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In  cases  where  examinations  of  a  source  have  been  made  with  considerable  regu- 
larity for  several  years,  the  averages  of  the  chemical  analyses  of  each  year  are  given. 

In  the  microscopical  examination  of  water  there  has  been  no  change  In  the 
method  employed  since  Nov.  6,  1890.  This  method  was  fully  described  In  the 
Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1891  (pages  895-421). 
Before  Nov.  6,  1890,  the  methods  employed  were  less  perfect,  so  that  a  smaller  pro- 
portion of  the  total  number  of  organisms  present  In  the  water  was  separated  ft-om  it 
and  observed  under  the  microscope;  and,  before  drawing  conclusions  Arom  a  com- 
parison of  the  microscopical  examinations  of  waters  made  before  and  after  this  date, 
the  explanatory  note  on  page  70  of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Report  for  1890 
should  be  read. 

To  Indicate  the  amount  of  the  so-called  Zoogloea  observed,  the  number  of  indi- 
vidual masses  is  not  counted,  but  an  area  equal  to  2,500  square  microns,  or  .0025 
square  millimeters,  has  been  adopted  as  an  arbitrary  unit. 

In  publishing  the  results  of  the  microscopical  examinations  the  same  system  is 
followed  as  last  year.  The  plants  observed  are  classified  in  four  groups,  viz. : 
Dlatomaceae,  Cyanophycea;,  Algae  and  Fun^l.  The  Animals  observed  are  grouped 
as  Rhlzopoda,  Infusoria,  Vermes  and  Crustacea. 

The  names  of  the  different  genera  In  each  group  are  given  with  the  numbers  of 
each  per  cubic  centimeter,  except  that,  to  avoid  making  the  tables  excessively  long, 
they  are  omitted  when  present  only  In  very  small  numbers.  It  Is  not  feasible  to 
make  with  regard  to  omissions  a  single  rule  which  will  apply  to  all  cases,  because  it 
Ifl  desirable  to  Include  smaller  numbers  of  animals  than  of  plants,  and  of  the  larger 
animals  than  of  animals  generally.  Moreover,  there  are  exceptional  cases  In  which 
it  is  desirable  to  indicate  the  presence  of  even  very  small  numbers  of  the  more  im- 
portant plants  or  animals.  Two  general  rules,  however,  have  been  adopted  in 
printing  the  results,  namely :  — 

1 .  All  genera  of  Plants  are  included  in  which  the  total  number  observed  in 
twelve  months  amounts  to  6  or  more  per  cubic  centimeter,  or,  in  other  words,  aver- 
ages as  much  as  0.5  per  month. 

2.  All  genera  of  Animals  are  included  In  which  the  total  number  observed  in 
twelve  months  amounts  to  1.5  or  more  per  cubic  centimeter. 

The  larger  microscopic  animals,  such  as  some  of  the  Crustacea,  are  included, 
even  when  present  only  in  very  small  numbers. 

Fractions  are  generally  omitted  fk'oro  the  table,  the  nearest  whole  number  of 
organisms  per  cubic  centimeter  being  given.  Where  the  total  number  of  organisms 
observed  is  0.5  or  less,  the  fact  that  the  organism  was  present  is  usually  indicated 
by  the  abbreviation  **  pr.,"  but  In  the  case  of  the  larger  organisms  very  small  frac- 
tions are  given. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Water  Supply  of  Abington  and  Rockland. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Big  Sandy  Pond,  Pembroke. 

[Parti  pfr  ItM.OW.J 
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JUieroscopical  Examination. 
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AHESBURT. 

Water  Sdpfly  of  Amesburt.  —  Powow  Hill  Water  Company. 


Ckemieal  Exatninalion  of  Water  from  Tubular  WelU  supplying  Open  Basins 
near  Main  Street. 
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JUieroacopicat  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Thirty-six  Tubular  Wells  near  Market  Street, 
used  as  a  Supplementary  Sourer  of  Supply. 
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Wateb  Supplt  of  Ahhbbst.  —  Amhebst  Water  Compakt. 

Chemicat  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  lAt  ViOage. 

[Partt  pw  lOO/MW.] 
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Water  Sdpplt  of  Andovek. 
OhemiciU  Examination  of  Water  from  SaggetCs  Pond,  Andover. 
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ANBOVEB. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  HaggeWa  Pond^  Andover. 

[Number  of  orgaaUmi  per  eubic  centimeter.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Arlington. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  ArliDgton 
relative  to  obtainiDg  an  additional  water  supply  may  be  found  on 
pages  7  and  8  of  this  volume.  For  analyses  of  samples  of  water 
from  the  wells  mentioned  in  the  reply  to  the  town  see  the  annual 
report  of  the  Board  for  1892,  pages  81  and  82,  and  for  1893,  page^ 
97.  Works  for  the  supply  of  the  higher  portions  of  the  town  from 
wells  in  the  location  mentioned  in  the  reply  of  the  Board  were  nearly 
completed  at  the  end  of  1894* 
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ABDNOTON. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  Jrom  a  Faucet »: 

{P1>TU  ptf  100,000.] 
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ASHBURNIIAM. 

Ch&nical  Examination  of  Water  from  Upper  Naukeag  Pond,  Ashbumham. 
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Microscopical  Examiriation. 

Xd.  IIOU.     DIxtnmicMg,  AtlerUmrlla,   IS;   Cj/clolrUn,  0;    Si/ntdra,  i;    Tiilitllaria,  t, 
ArihrodftmuKt  I;  Proiori>aiu,  1;  Slatiragtnta ,  i.    Tc»ul«  45. 

No.  13T02.    CyiDophye«B,  iUcntj/tttt,  3;  Alire,  TWnrtpiHV,  K.    TnfaioTli,  Z>jRr>Artf0n  n 
Cmitnemi  rea»li»>  .01.    UlHellucoai,  ZoSglaa,  11.    Toiml,  BO. 
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ATHOL. 

Water  Sdpply  of  Athol.  —  Athol  Watbe  Company. 

During  the  past  three  years  several  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  works  for  supplying  the  town  of  Athol  with  water.  Pbillipston 
reservoir,  which  was  formerly  from  8  to  12  feet  deep  over  the  larger 
portion  of  its  area,  has  been  improved  by  raising  the  rouin  dam  and 
oveiflow  1  foot,  and  by  building  a  dike  along  the  westerly  and 
northwesterly  side  to  cut  off  shallow  portions.  Material  for  the 
construction  of  the  dike  was  taken  from  the  shallower  portions  re- 
maining within  the  reservoir.  The  southerly  side  has  been  improved 
by  excavation  and  filling  so  as  to  make  deeper  water  and  a  steep 
shore.  The  slopes  of  the  dam  and  dike  are  paved  with  Geld  stones. 
A  new  pipe  has  been  laid  to  draw  water  from  the  reservoir  at  a  point 
about  350  feet  from  the  shore. 

About  1,0U0  feet  below  the  dam  of  the  reservoir,  a  vrell,  25 
by  40  feet  inside  and  12  feet  deep,  has  been  dug  in  a  large,  flat 
meadow,  to  collect  the  leakage  from  the  reservoir  and  ground 
water.  It  is  proposed  to  pump  this  water  back  into  the  reservoir 
through  a  6  inch  force  main  when  the  water  in  the  reservoir  is  below 
high-water  mark. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  frrnn  the  Large  Reservoir  in  PhUl^alon. 
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ATHOL. 
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ATIXEBOnODGH. 

Water  Supply  of  Attlbborough. 
Chemical  ExamiTiation  of  Water  Jrom  the  Well  of  the  Atlleborough  WaUr  Works. 

[Puru  p«r  lOO.OOO.J 
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Microteopieal  Examination. 
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AimUBN. 


Chemieid  Examination  of  Water  from   Dark   Brook  and  SloneviUe  Reservoir, 
Auburn. 
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Water  Supply  of  Avon. 

Chemical  Examination  oj  WaUr  from  the  Well  of  the  Avon  WaUr  Works. 
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Water  Supplt  op  Ater. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Ayer  Water  Worka. 
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Barre. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Barre  Water  Com- 
pany with  reference  to  taking  the  water  of  certain  springs  and 
brooica  in  that  town  as  a  public  water  supply  may  be  found  on 
pages  8  and  9  of  this  volume.  Anulyses  of  samples  of  water  coU 
lected  from  these  brooks  are  given  on  the  following  page. 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Brookiin  Bam. 

tPuU  per  10a,00l>  ] 


1 
i 

.u.......... 

"•^"E"-" 

A«„>«.. 

...™.„ 

1 

1 

j 

1 

, 

r 

1 

s 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1^ 

ii 

1 

1 

13036 

;;r.-. 

8ll,b,. 

Coni. 

0.18 

I.M 

0.90 

-DOOQ 

.OOM 

ao 

»» 

.WKW 

.MM 

... 

lam 

Apr.  13 

N.';;."- 

V..lfgh,, 

o.u 

i.4& 

l-» 

.nooo 

■■™ 

.0083 

.omg 

.1, 

■«• 

.n«Ki 

.=«- 

... 

Odor  dI  (ha  Bni » 


y  filDlIf  vegtUbIa;  of  Ihe  i 


k  ttanga  imtuiAt  od  ibta  brook.  Tba  kco 
Blier.  ibont  one  wd  ■  hulf  mllH  aorlb  of  ih 
Ihe  mtar  ot  ttala  brook  Into  til*  rCMrvoIr  man 


le,  becoming  vegatable  on  bHElos. 
mile  aul  of  AII«d  BUI  and  aboul 
re.  U  wu  propoaad  lo  cooMroet 
from  •  imall  tMbuury  of  Prioe* 


Mieroscopieal  ExaminaHon. 

tTo.l208«.    TIIMBtBHitm,aitl<itbni,\\;Slinirnnii;l;Tabtllaria,\.    7nii(l,  (»«ioMr<z,2.  Total.lt. 
(To.  1X036.    DUlDouKeie,  £4a(oma,  1;  JferiiMaH,  1.    Fnogl,  CWnoMriz,  1.    ToUU.3. 

Belchertown. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Belcher- 
town with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  a  water  supply  from 
Jabish  or  Chambray  brooks  in  Belchertown  will  be  found  on  pages 
9  and  10  of  tbia  volume.  An  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  col- 
lected from  Chambray  Brook  is  given  below.  Analyses  of  water 
from  Jabish  Brook  and  from  the  Knight  and  Gold  Reservoir  of  the 
city  of  Springfield  upon  this  brook  are  given  under  Springfield. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Waler  from  Chambray  Brook. 
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Water  Supply  of  Belhont. 
(See  Walerlown.) 


Water  Supply  of  Bevbrlt. 


Blackstone. 
The  advice  of  the  Stste  Board  of  Health  to  the  Blackstone  Water 
Company  relative  to  the  iDtroduction  of  a  water  supply  into  this 
town  from  sources  in  the  towns  of  Uxbridge  and  Blackstone  will  be 
found  on  pages  10  and  11  of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of 
water  collected  in  connection  with  the  investigation  are  given  in  the 
following  table :  — 

Chemical  Examitiaiion  of  Water  from  Emerson  Brook  and  the  Lower  Irontlone 
Reservoir  in  Uxbridge,  and  from  Fox  Brook  in  Blackslone. 
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Water  Supply  of  Boston. 

Reservoir  No.  6,  begun  in  1890,  was  practically  completed  at  the 
end  of  1893,  and  the  storage  of  water  in  it  was  begun  on  Jan.  10, 
1894.  On  the  Ist  of  July  the  water  had  risen  to  within  2.34  feet  of 
high-water  mark,  and  remained  nearly  at  this  height  until  Septem- 
ber 7,  when  water  was  drawn  from  the  reservoir  for  the  supply  of 
the  city  until  November  30.  The  reservoir  is  situated  on  Indian 
Brook,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Sudbury  River  from  the  south,  and 
is  partly  in  Hopkinton  and  partly  in  Ashland.  Its  area  at  high 
water  is  185  acres,  its  storage  capacity  1,530,300,000  gallons  and 
its  average  depth  25.4  feet. 

The  filling  of  this  reservoir  has  been  looked  forward  to  with  inter- 
est, because  it  is  the  second  large  storage  reservoir  to  be  thoroughly 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  water  by  the  removal  of  all  of  the  soil, 
stumps  and  vegetable  matter,  the  first  one  being  Reservoir  No.  4, 
which  is  about  three  miles  distant  in  an  easterly  direction.  These 
two  reservoirs  are  much  alike  in  capacity,  depth,  the  relation  of  their 
capacity  to  the  amount  of  water  entering  them  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  prepared  for  the  storage  of  water.  Each  reservoir 
has  a  large  amount  of  swampy  land  upon  its  water-shed,  amounting 
on  that  of  Reservoir  No.  4  to  10.2  per  cent,  of  the  land  surface,  and 
on  Reservoir  No.  6  to  11.4  percent.;  but  their  water-sheds  difier 
decidedly  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  population  upon  them,  the 
water-shed  of  Reservoir  No.  6  containing  388  persons  per  square 
mile  of  land  surface,  and  that  of  Reservoir  No.  4  only  109  persons. 
When  Reservoir  No.  4  was  filled  it  was  found  that  the  water  im- 
proved instead  of  deteriorating,  which  is  contrary  to  the  usual 
experience  when  reservoirs  which  have  not  had  the  soil  removed 
from  them  are  filled ;  and  it  was  also  found  in  the  case  of  Reservoir 
No.  4  that  the  water  which  remains  stagnant  at  the  bottom  during 
the  summer  did  not  contain  products  of  decomposition  or  become 
offensive,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  the  bottom  water  of  reservoirs 
and  ponds.  Reservoir  No.  4  has  stood  the  test  of  years,  as  the 
water  in  it  has  always  been  nearly  free  from  the  growths  of  minute 
organisms  which  infest  many  reservoirs,  and  the  water  has  always 
improved  by  storage  in  it. 

The  water  entering  Reservoir  No.  6  has  more  color  and  contains 
more  organic  matter  than  that  entering  No.  4,  and  is  affected  to  a 
greater  extent  by  the  waste  matters  from  the  population  upon  the 
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water-shed ;  and  on  these  accounts  it  was  questioned  whether  this 
water  would  not  be  more  liable  to  contain  growths  of  organisms  and 
accumulations  of  products  of  decomposition  near  the  bottom.  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  analyses  show  that  there  has  been  a  very 
marked  decrease  in  the  amount  of  color  and  organic  matter  by 
storage,  that  there  has  been  no  large  growth  of  organisms,  and  that 
during  the  period  of  summer  stagnation  there  has  been  only  a  com- 
paratively small  accumulation  of  products  of  decomposition  at  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoir. 

Further  examinations  of  the  water  of  this  reservoir  will  be  of 
interest,  and,  should  they  give  the  same  indications  as  the  results 
during  the  past  year,  they  will  show  very  conclusively  the  value  of 
removin«j  the  soil  and  vegetable  matter  from  laroje  reservoirs  in 
which  water  is  to  be  stored  for  domestic  use. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  annual  report  for  1893  to  the  fact  that 
the  water  supplied  to  the  city  of  Boston  had  a  higher  color  than  in 
any  previous  year,  and  by  reference  to  the  table  of  averages  by 
years  on  page  103  it  will  be  observed  that  the  color  was  somewhat 
higher  in  1^94  than  in  1893.  The  reasons  are  similar  to  those 
given  in  the  previous  report,  viz.,  that  the  color  of  the  water  of  the 
streams  was  darker  than  usual,  and,  in  addition,  the  increasing  con- 
sumption of  water  in  the  city  required  the  use  of  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  water  of  Sudbury  River,  which  has  a  higher  color  than  that  of 
Lake  Cochituate ;  moreover,  the  color  of  the  water  of  Reservoir 
No.  3  has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  work  incidental  to  the  con- 
struction of  Dam  No.  5. 

The  capacity  of  Mystic  Lake  has  been  more  severely  taxed  during 
the  past  year  than  in  any  previous  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  year  was  not  an  extremely  dry  one,  and  that  the  Charles- 
town  district  of  Boston  was  supplied  with  water  from  the  Cochituate 
works  for  several  months,  beginning  with  September  12.  On 
August  31  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  lake  had  fallen  so  low  that 
it  became  necessary  to  use  temporary  pumps  to  raise  the  water  into 
the  aqueduct  leading  to  the  main  pumps,  and  from  this  date  the  lake 
continued  to  lower  until  October  10,  when  the  water  was  drawn 
12.08  feet  below  high-water  mark  and  about  5  feet  below  the  level 
of  low  tide  in  Boston  harbor.  The  upper  Mystic  Lake  is  separated 
from  the  lower  Mystic  Lake,  which  is  a  tidal  basin,  by  a  dam ;  and 
when  the  water  in  the  upper  lake  was  drawn  so  low,  a  sufficient 
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amount  of  salt  water  filtered  through  to  iocrease  the  amount  of 
chlorine  in  the  water  of  the  upper  lake,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
analyses  on  page  105.  After  the  ice  formed  upon  the  lake,  in  the 
liitter  part  of  liidi,  the  water  began  to  have  a  disagreeable  odor,  and 
early  in  18^5  the  odor  became  extremely  offensive,  so  that  the  water 
consumers  found  it  necessary  to  obtain  well  or  spring  water  for 
drinking. 


SuPBUBT  River  Supplt.  —  Chemicnl  Examination  of  Water  from  Indian  E 
at  Bead  of  Seservoir  No.  6,  Sopkinton. 


[Fun  p.r  100.000.] 

1 

1 

A.,u.^». 

^"iioa*' 

«..™^ 

i 

I 

«■'::•"  1 

• 

i 

5 

1 

1 

j 

i 

■} 

1 

t 

1 

s 

1 

1 

3* 

E 

:: 
I 

I 

OOiS 

now 

llWl 

Jul.    I 

";.; 

Apr.  2 

Apt.  30 

Jul/  3 
July  30 

...... 

Oct.    1 

z: 

Nona. 

DLilaot. 

Stlgbt. 

V.illiht. 

V..llKhl. 

BlUhl. 

V.  Mgbl. 

SllKhl. 
v.. light. 
V...>g,.. 

V.illght. 
Blliht. 
Slight. 
V..llghl, 

aitgbi. 

Blight. 
Com,, 
BlIgh'T"" 
V.  .light! 
V..llghl. 
v.. light. 

!.80 

s.in 

O.BU 
2.M 
I.,0 

t.to 

« 

z 

.0003 

1 

..II 

.0389 

:E 

.61 

.0030 

J 

.0001 

.0000, 

.dooo' 

:i: 

■— i 

i 

.1 

.8 

^ 

1 

1 11 

.... 

in 

1,  ^,j!  ^ 

^ 



— 





_L 

^1 

Microscopical  Examination. 

ulimi  psr  ODblii  ctDtlmeter  fonnd  In  thd 


88  STATE   BOAKD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

BOSTON. 

SCDBURT  RiVEB  ScPPLT.  —  Chemical  Ezamination  of  Water  from  Beaervoir 
No.  6,  Ashland,  collected  near  the  Surface. 

(Puta  par  100,000.] 
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St'DBCRT  RiVEB  SCPFLI.— Microseopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Seaervoir 
No.  6,  Ashland,  colteeted  near  the  Surface. 
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SoDBURT  RiTER  Sdpplt.  —  Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoir 
No.  6,  Athland,  collected  near  the  Surface— Concluded. 
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SuDBUHT  River  Supplt,  —  Chemical  ExaminaHon  of  Water  from  Beaervoir 
No.  6,  Ashland,  collected  near  the  Bottom. 
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Sudbury  Rtver  Supply.  —  Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoir 

No,  6,  Ashland,  collected  near  the  Bottom, 
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BOSTON. 

Sddboky  River  Supply.  — Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Cold  Spring 
Brook,  at  Bead  of  Seaervotr  No.  4,  Ashland. 
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BOSTOV. 

SuDBUKY   RrvER  Sv F P LT.  — Chemioit  Examination    of  Water  frm 
No.  4,  Aihland, 
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Sl-uburv  Rivek  SiippLT.  —  Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Bu^ury  River, 
at  Head  of  Se»en)oir  N^o.  2,  JJthland, 
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SLDBORr  Rn'EK  SOPPLT.— CAemteai  Examination  of  Water  from  Reservoir 
No.  2,  Framingham. 
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SuuBDRT  River  Svpplt. —  Microseopieat  ExnmituUion  of  Water  from  Reservoir 
No.  2,  Framingham. 
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SCDBUKr  River  Supplt,  —  Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook, 
al  Head  of  Senervoir  No.  5,  SotUhborough.' 
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BOSTON-. 

SoDBURT  RivEit  StiPPLr. —  Chemical  Examinatitnt  of  Water  from  Besercoir 
No.  3,  Framivgham.. 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 
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SCDHiTBr  RiTER  Sdpplt.  —  Mtcrotcopicol  Examination  of  Water  from  Beaervoir 
No.  3,  Framingham. 
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BOSTON. 

COCHITCATS  Supply.  —  CStemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Cochituate, 
in  Woffland. 
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BOSTON. 

COCHITUATB  Supply.  — Jftorosc(>ptiM/  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Cochit- 
uate,  in  Wayland. 
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BOSTON. 

C'oCHiTL'ATE  Works.—  Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  a  Fautxt  at  the 
Massaehuselts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston. 
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BOSTON, 

CoCHiTUATE  V/ORKa.  —  Mieroseopical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  at 
the  SlassaehvaUta  InattitUe  of  Technology,  Botton. 
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BOSTON. 

MraTiO  Supply.  —  Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Mystic  Lake. 
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BOSTOX. 

MrsTic  SuFPLT.  —  Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Mystic  Lake. 

[Numbsr  at  DC|uilima  per  oDblc  ««Dtlinetar.] 
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BOSTON. 

Exantinalion  of  Water  from  Lower  Mystic  Lakejor  Chlorine  and  Organisma. 
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BOSTON. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Jamaica  Pond,  at  Various  Depths. 

[Number  of  organlsmi  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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August.   I   August. 
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Monocerca,   .       .       .    * 
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0 
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BOSTOX. 

Table  showing  the  Heights  in  Feel  above  Tide-marsh  Level  on  the  First  oj  each 
Month  of  the  Water  in  the  Lakes  and  Storage  Beservoirs  of  the  Boston  Water 
Works,Jrom  which  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  during  the  Year  1894. 


Beaervoir 

No.  2. 

Flash  B«>ard», 

167.12 


Reservoir 

N'o.  3. 

Stone  C'nst, 

170.24 


Eesenroir 

No  4. 

Flanh  Ronrils, 

215.21 


Resenroir 

No.  6. 

Fla^h  Hoards, 

295.00 


Farm  Pond. 

High  Water, 

14D.25 


Lake 
Ck)chituate. 
High  WAtor. 

134  36 


Mystic  Lake. 

Hiffh  Water, 

7.00 


1S94. 

Jan.  1, 

Feb.  1, 

March  1, 

April  1, 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 

Sept.  1, 

Oct.  1, 

Nov.  1, 

Dec.  1, 


1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 


160.17 

168.53 

178.83 

148.74 

127.94 

100.61 

172.32 

185.92 

259.33 

148.98 

127.59 

166.12 

176.54 

192.70 

268.42 

149.27 

128.22 

166.01 

175.40 

204.84 

281.52 

149.32 

132.60 

166.02 

175.39 

211.39 

288.26 

149.50 

134.13 

167.24 

175.54 

214.60 

291.08 

149.89 

134.24 

162.92 

172.62 

215.26 

292.66 

149.03 

133.24 

162.02 

169.29 

207.36 

292.68 

148.66 

131.69 

162.57 

170.92 

191.63 

292.54 

148.34 

129.88 

162.94 

170.95 

185.54 

283.30 

148.19 

128.14 

164.0S 

172.77 

187.55 

274.23 

148.34 

126.74 

164.55 

175.40 

191.90 

275.29 

148.49 

126.27 

8.86 

6.85 

4.87 

6.46 

6.37 

6.67 

5.46 

2.36 

—1.45 

—4.47 

—3.72 

0.67 


Water  Supply  of  Bradford.  —  Bradford  Water  Company. 

In  the  last  annual  report  it  was  noted  that  a  progressive  deteriora- 
tion of  this  water,  as  compared  with  previous  years,  had  occurred, 
and  that  the  organic  matter  as  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia, 
and  the  product  of  its  decomposition  as  shown  by  the  free  ammonia, 
were  decidedly  on  the  increase.  The  deterioration  of  the  water  has 
continued  during  1894  in  even  a  more  marked  degree  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  there  being  in  particular  a  very  great  increase  in  free 
ammonia  and  in  iron.  In  view  of  this  condition  of  the  water,  the 
Bradford  Water  Company  applied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in 
the  latter  part  of  1894,  for  advice  as  to  a  proposed  new  supply,  and 
as  to  improving  the  present  supply  pending  the  introduction  of  a 
new  one.  The  town  has  decided  to  acquire  possession  of  the  works, 
and,  it  is  said,  will  assume  control  of  them  April  1,  1895. 

The  water  now  used  is  drawn,  as  stated  in  previous  reports,  from 
several  large  wells  having  a  wooden  curbing,  and  a  considerable 
area  of  water  surface  is  exposed  to  the  air.  The  water  as  it  first 
comes  from  the  ground  may  be  nearly  or  quite  clear  and  colorless ; 
but,  owing  to  the  oxidation  of  the  iron  which  it  contains  in  solution, 
it  quickly  becomes  turbid  and  colored.  An  extended  statement  with 
regard  to  this  change  is  given  on  pages  120  and  121  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Board  for  1893. 
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BR^VDFORD. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  present  sources  aud  from 
Cbadwick's  Poud  arc  given  below  ;  and  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of 
water  from  Johnson's  Pond,  one  of  the  proposed  sources  of  supply, 
may  be  found  under  Groveland. 

Chemical  Examitvilion  of  WaUr  front  the  Wells  of  the  Bradford  Water  Company. 
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BBAI>FOIU>. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  DUlributing  Reservoir  of  the  Bradford 
Water  Company. 

[Pkiupcr  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Chadwick's  Pond,  Bradford. 

[Parti  per  100.000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

So.  1M02.  \}\t.totatxtm,  Attirionttta.U;  CycloliUa.l;  ^etotira,\.  CymopbyMM,  CTmu. 
t;  CinlknKyilU,  li;  UicncytU;  1.  AlgB,  Frolococca;  VL  Vermel,  J^lyarthra,  1.  Crui 
Cj/alcpi,  .01.    lHtt*\\uit<iat, Acariiia,  .02.    Za^laa.Si,    Tatat,  109. 


112  STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

braintbbe. 

Watee  Supply  of  Braintkee. 
In  1893  a  direct  cotmection  was  made  between  the  filter-gallery 
of  the  Braintree  water  works  and  Little  Poad  by  runoiDg  a  13-iiich 
maiQ  from  the  pood  into  the  filter-gallery.  The  filter-gallery  far- 
aished  a  sufficient  supply  without  the  use  of  water  from  the  poDd 
until  July  12.  Between  that  date  and  Septembers  water  was  drawn 
from  the  pond  into  the  filter-gallery  for  the  supply  of  the  town  for 
a  total  of  forty-three  hours. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Fitter-gallery  of  the  BrairUree  Water 
WoTka. 

[Part*  p«r  100,000.] 
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BDATN-ntEK. 

Microseopieat  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Fitter-gallery  of  the  Braintree 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  a  Faucet  aui^lied  from  the  Braintree  Water 

Works. 
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BRArNTREE. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Liille  Pond,  Braintne. 

[Piiru  per  109,000.] 
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MtTOMoptca/  Examination  of  Water  from  Liille  Pond,  BraitUrec. 

[XDinbw  of  argmolama  par  cabla  CDtltoelar.} 
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BROCKTON. 


Watee  Supplt  op  Brockton, 


The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Brockton, 
relative  to  increasing  the  wat«r  supply  of  the  city  and  providing  a 
high-service  supply  for  certain  districts,  may  be  found  on  pages  12 
and  13  of  this  volume. 

It  has  already  been  indicated  in  previous  reports  that  the  quality 
of  the  water  supplied  to  the  city  improved  very  much  from  1887  to 
1891,  and  remained  nearly  constant  after  1891.  It  will  be  seen,  by 
reference  to  the  table  of  averages  by  years  on  the  following  page, 
that  the  average  analysis  for  1894  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  those 
of  the  three  years  immediately  preceding. 

On  five  occasions  during  the  first  half  of  1894  samples  of  water 
were  collected  before  and  after  passing  through  the  open  tank,  in 
which  the  water  is  aerated  by  forcing  air  into  it  through  a  system  of 
perforated  pipes  laid  near  the  bottom  of  the  tank.  By  reference  to 
the  table  on  page  118,  giving  the  comparison  of  examinations  before 
and  after  aeration,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  aeration  does  not 
cause  any  material  change  in  the  character  of  the  water,  so  far  as 
can  be  determined  by  the  examination  of  samples. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  WeUerfrom  Salisbury  Brook,  at  the  Point  where  il  eaters 
the  Storage  Reservoir  of  (he  Brockton  Water  Worka. 

[PuU  p«r  lOO.OOII.] 
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Microscopical  Hxaminalion. 


Ko.  13117.  DImiamKtm, AilerioHtlla.bii  C^mbttln,  I;  Dlaiamui.  10;  Iftlaiira.W,  S^ddro,  7; 
Tab4Uaria,  3S.  C;uiophl'«B,  ^noAma,!;  Algn,  JrlAroifefinui,S;  Cbq/eTRI.  1.  Vangt- CnnoUiHx, 
3.    bitai0T\t,  DlnabryORCaiuttU;  Itriauiam.l.    Total,  1M, 

No.  I21B1.  DUlomaccB,  AiUrioiuUa,  i;  Dialoma,  1;  Siptrdra,  K;  TttMlarla,  ISO.  AigB,  Can- 
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Chemical   Examination   of  Water  from    Salisbury    Brook    Storage    Scservoir, 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Salitbury  Brook  Storage  Seiervoir, 
Brockton. 
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Comparison  of  Examitinlion.i  of  Water  from  the  Brockton  Water  Works  before 

and  ajter  Aeration  in  the  Open  Tank. 
Note.  —  Plguiei  fn  bold-ritce  type  sbow  remits  of  examlnKllont  beFore  aeration.    Figures  In 
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Comparison  of  Examinations  of  Water  from  the  Brockton  Water  Works  before 
and  aJter  Aeration  in  the  Open  Tank — Concluded. 
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TabU  ihowing  Seight  of  Water  in  Salisbuiy  Brook  Storage  Reservoir,  Brockton,  on 
the  FirH  Day  of  Each  Month  in  1894. 

[Non.  -BI|li.walM  mark  to  U.U  (*«t.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Underdrains  beneath  the  Sewera  at  Brockton 

(PartaperlOO.OOO.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

Tb*  number  at  arganlimi  per  cubic  c«iillaieler  loucd  In  aach  of  \iin*  aamptea  wat  aa  foll-iwi^ 
No.  IIMI,  III;  So.  IMTT.  I.IM;  No.  HITS,  »;  No.  124Te,  070.  Ttui  Dumbara  found  coniliMd  almoat 
vhclly  of  Cienolbili  and  ZoUslna. 

Water  Supply  op  Bkookfield. 
The  reservoir  from  which  the  supply  of  this  town  has  beeo  taken 
becnme  dry  alxiut  the  middle  of  August,  18!)4,  and  is  said  to  have 
remaiDed  so  for  about  two  months.  During  a  portion  of  this  time 
water  for  the  supply  of  the  town  was  pumped  from  the  Qunboag 
River. 


120 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


BBOOKFIELn, 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Brookfield, 
relative  to  the  use  of  the  Quaboag  River  as  a  temporary  source  of 
watei-  supply  for  the  town,  may  be  found  on  page  13  of  this  volume. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  South  Pond,  Brookfield. 

[Parta  per  11X1,0000 
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MicTMcopicnl  Ezamination. 


'^^'ATER  Supply  of  Brooklike. 

It  was  noted  in  the  annual  report  for  1891  that  the  works  for  ob- 
taining water  for  the  supply  of  Brookline  from  the  ground  near  the 
Charles  River  at  West  Roxbury  had  beeu  enlarged  by  laying  a  cast- 
iron  pipe  24  inches  in  diameter  from  the  pumping  station  along  the 
West  Koxbury  bank  of  the  river  and  across  the  river  to  the  Dcdham 
side.     Forty-three  tubular  wells  were  connected  with  this  pipe. 

During  the  summer  of  181*4  still  more  extensive  additions  were 
made  to  the  collecting  system  by  extending  the  pipe  above  mentioned 
and  building  branches  from  it,  and  by  adding  more  wells.  At  the 
present  time  the  pipe  has  a  total  length,  including  branches,  of  6,620 
feet,  and  178  tubular  wells  2J  inches  in  diameter,  ranging  in  depth 
from  3.i  to  95  feet,  are  connected  with  it.  The  diameter  of  the  pipe, 
including  bninches,  ranges  from  8  to  24  inches.  The  main  pipe 
of  the  collecting  system  is  connected  with  the  pumps,  so  that  it  may 
be  used  as  a  suction  pipe ;  and  it  is  also  connected  with  the  pump 
well  into  which  the  water  will  flow  from  the  present  driven  wells 
by  gravity.     The  bottom  of  the  pipe  is  atjout  7  feet  lower  than  the 
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ordioaty  level  of  the  water  in  the  river.  The  pumps  are  placed  at 
a  low  level,  nnd  the  water  Id  the  ground  caa  be  drawn  by  them  to 
a  considerable  depth  below  the  bottom  of  the  Buctioa  pjpe. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faaeel  at  Uie  Low-n 
Slalion  of  the  Brookiint  Water  Works. 
[Piru  p«i  100,000.] 


!  Pumping 


1 

.^...n:.. 

1....... 

5 

....J.- 

J 

; 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i' 

1 

5 

1 

11780 

F.b.  IS 

NOOB. 

None. 

I.BS 

.OOM 

.0010 

-BS 

.0=„ 

.0000 

,0«0 

.ooso 

ISIH 

Ocl.     0 

Koue. 

Ngne. 

o.m 

B.IO 

0010 

.0010 

.M 

.0130 

.0003 

-OSTO 

l.S 

OOM 

1KI34 

Nov.  10 

Non«. 

Nobs. 

O.OA 

g.40 

.OOOB 

.OOM 

.OS 

.013) 

.0000 

,0063 

j.t 

.o«;u 

13SW 

Dae.  10 

Kono. 

Son«. 

0.00 

..« 

0000 

.Ml. 

.ea 

-oaso 

.0000 

.o™ 

*■« 

-uoio 

- 

0.0. 

.... 

"»• 

■"' 

•" 

■-« 

.0001 

•»> 

^ 

mm 



galU-rj  ud  lubuUr  ■ 
No.  mo.    Ulici 


Microaoopical  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  Jrom  the  Covered  Reservoir  of  Oie  Broohline 
WaUr  Works. 

[Pmrt*  pn  IDO.OOO.] 
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Mieroseopical  Examination. 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  i%arle»  River,  opposite  the  FilUr-gaiUry  of 
Ike  Brookline  Water  Works  al  West  Roxbury. 

[PirtiperlOO.OOO.] 
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iticroseapical  Examinaiion. 

DlnlomUMB.  Amphlphom,  1;  CyrloUlla,  1;  JCerldlnn,  3;  ITatlatla,  i;  Plnnularla,  Ij  Sgtudn, 
.  TuMlaria,  1.    AIkk,  aoifirluni,  1;  Zodiporu,  1.     FuhkI.  Ortnothrix,K.    Taul,4<. 


Water  Supply  of  Cambridge. 
The  city  of  Cambridge  has  begun  the  coDstruction  of  a  large 
storage  resen-oir  upon  IJobbs  Brook  in  Waltham,  the  main  tributary 
of  Stony  Brook.  Samples  of  water  have  been  collected  monthly 
from  Hobbs  Brook  for  analysis,  beginning  with  July,  and  the  results 
may  be  found  on  page  127. 
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Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge. 

{Piita  p«  100,000.] 
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CAMBRIDGR. 

Microicopicdl  Exaniinaiion  of  Water  from  Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Siony  Brook  Storage  Beaervoir,  Walthasn. 

[Parta  p«r  IDO.OOI).] 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

Microscopical  Examiaation  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook  Storage  Beaervoir, 
WaUham. 

[Nnmbar  of  orfMibou  per  cabin  millaiM«r.] 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Edbbt  Brook,  at  WitOer  Btnet,  WaUham. 

[FbiU  iwr  1«},M)0.] 
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C^iSTON, 

Water  Supply  of  Canton. 
Early  in  1894  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  town  of  Cantoo  were 
eulargcd  by  the  construction  of  a  well  at  Henry  Springs.  The  well 
is  located  near  the  Iido  between  Canton  and  Stoughton,  east  of 
Washington  Street  and  north  of  York  Street.  It  is  circular  in  form, 
40  feet  in  diameter  and  23  feet  deep,  and  is  provided  with  a  roof. 
The  material  into  which  the  well  ia  sunk  is  gravel,  overlaid  with 
quicksand.  The  walls  of  the  well  are  of  brick,  laid  in  cement  mor- 
tar, with  a  bottom  course  of  granite  3  feet  wide.  Openings  were 
left  in  the  brickwork  just  above  the  granite  foundation  to  admit 
water  to  the  well.  The  lower  12  feet  of  the  wall  is  30  inches  in 
thickness,  and  the  portion  above  this  16  inches  in  thickness  to  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  where  the  thickness  is  reduced  to  12  inches, 
the  walls  being  carried  to  a  height  of  3  feet  above  the  ground.  The 
new  well  is  connected  with  the  well  at  Springdale  by  a  cast-iron 
pipe  8,9GO  feet  in  length,  having  a  total  full  from  the  bottom  of 
the  new  well  to  the  bottom  of  the  well  at  Springdale  of  59  feet. 
Provision  has  been  made  for  taking  into  this  pipe  in  the  future  water 
from  other  sources  in  its  vicinity,  if  found  desirable.  Water  was 
first  used  from  the  new  well  June  15,  1894. 

Chtmical  Examination  of  Water  frtrm  a  Fatieet  ai  the  Pumping  Station  oj  the 

Canton  Water  Works. 

[Puu  pel  100,000  3 
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Water  Supply  of  Chelsea. 
(Sue  Boiloji,  Xy$tic  Worla.'i 
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CIIE3TER. 

"Water  Supply  of  Chester. 

Chemical  Examinalton  of  Water  from  the  AuHin  Brook  Beaervoir  of  the  Cheater 
Water  Works. 

[PirU  par  1l»,000.] 
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Mieroscopieat  Examination. 
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Water  ScppLr  op  Chicopee. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Cooley  Brook  and  the  Cooley  Brook  Reser- 
voir, Chicopee. 

[PsrUpcr  100,000.] 
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CniCOPEB. 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Wnler  from  Morton  Brook  Reservoir,  Chieopee. 

[P»tH  p»r  lOD.OOO.] 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ike  Beceiving  Basin  at  the  Pumping 
of  the  Chieopee  Water  Works. 

[P«rt«  pn  100,000.] 
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Water  SurPLr  op  Cohasset.  —  Cohasset  Water  Compant. 

The  results  of  the  examinationa  of  samples  of  water  from  the 
driven  wells  of  this  company  made  in  1894  show  a  large  increase 
in  the  amount  of  iron  in  the  water,  the  presence  of  which  was  noted 
in  the  last  annual  report.  As  there  stated,  the  determinations 
of  turbidity,  sediment  and  color  in  a  sample  of  water  of  this  claa> 
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COHA39ET. 

may  vary  with  the  length  of  time  that  the  water  has  been  exposed 
to  the  air  after  it  has  been  drawn  from  the  ground,  since  they  are 
dependent  upon  the  amount  of  iron  which  has  been  thereby  oxidized 
and  csonverted  into  an  insoluble  form.  The  results  of  these  deter- 
minations  should  therefore  not  be  interpreted  as  indicating  tho  varia- 
tion in  the  quality  of  this  water  from  month  to  month,  but  they  are 
'nevertheless  of  value  as  indicating  a  condition  which  the  water  may 


CA«mtCaI  Examinalion  of  WaUr  from  Uu  Tabular  Welti  of  the  Cohaaaet  Water 

Company. 

[Part*  p*r  100,000.] 
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COHABSET. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  a  Tubular  TeH  Well  in  Cohasset. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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Water  Supplt  of  Concord. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Sandi/  Pond,  Lincoln, 

[ParU  pet  100,000.] 
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CONCORD. 

Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Sandy  Pondt  Lincoln. 

[Number  of  oi^anlBms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Tubular  Wells  at  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  Concord. 

These  wells  were  formerly  used  as  a  source  of  supply  by  the 
Massachusetts  Reformatory,  but  no  water  has  been  pumped  from 
them  for  several  years.  Pumping  was  begun  on  April  18,  1894, 
and  about  a  million  gallons  are  said  to  have  been  pumped  from  them 
previous  to  collecting  a  sample  of  water  for  analysis,  the  results  of 
which  are  given  below.  There  are  32  wells  in  all,  \\  inches  in 
diameter  and  from  40  to  60  feet  deep,  sunk  in  a  sandy  tract  of  land 
between  the  walls  surrounding  the  Reformatory  and  the  Assabet 
River.  Sewage  is  disposed  of  by  filtration  through  this  sandy 
land  on  both  sides  and  back  of  the  wells  and  within  a  few  hundred 
feet  of  them.  It  will  be  seen  from  an  examination  of  the  analysis 
that  the  water  of  these  wells  is  a  strong  and  fairly  well  purified 
sewage  efiluent. 
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coNconi>. 

CAemtcoI  Examinalioit  of  Waier  from  the  TubuUiT  WtlU  at  the  MoMaehuKtls 
Beformatory,  Concord. 

[Pmrti  per  100,000.] 
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Water    Supply    of    Cottage    City.  — Cottage    City    Water 

COMPAMr. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waier  from  the  Springs  of  the  Cottage  City  Water 

Company. 

[PmU  pgr  100,000.] 
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DAI.TON. 

Watbe  Supply  op  Dalton  Fire  District,  Dalton. 
Id  1894  a  new  reservoir  waa  built  on  Egypt  Brook,  just  above 
the  old  one.     The  average  depth  of  the  new  reeervoir  is  9  feet,  and 
its  capacity  is  12,000,000  gallooB.. 

Watee  Sdpplv  op  Danverb. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Middleton  Pond,  Middkton. 

(PuUpn  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Swan*!  Fond,  North  Heading. 

[PmU  p«t  100.000.) 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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niCDnAM. 

Watee  Supply  op  Dedham.  —  Dedham  Water  Company. 

Chemical  ExamiTtatiott  of  Water  fwm  the  Well  of  the  Dedham  Water  Companj/. 

[ParU  pM  im^.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Dedham  Water  Company . 
(Nmntter  of  arguilaoM  per  coble  cenUmeMi.] 
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DUllLEY. 

Water  Supply  op  Dudley. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  D.  W.  Crosby  of 

Webster,  relative  to  extending  the  water  pipes  of  the  Webster  water 

supply  into  a  village  in  the  town  of  Dudley,  may  be  found  on  page 

14  of  this  volume. 

Water  Supply  of  Easthampton. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  Easihampton  WiUer  Works. 
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Watek  Supply  of  Noiitii  Eastox  ViLLAns  Distiuct,  Easton. 
Chanical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WeU  of  the  North  Boston  ViUaijc  District. 
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Essex. 

Id  connection  with  an  investigation  for  an  additional  water  supply 

for  the  city  of  Gloucester,  analyses  were  made  of  samples  of  water 

collected  from  the  Chebacco  Lakes,  so-cailed,  in  Essex,  Hamilton 

and  Wenham,  and  the  results  are  given  below. 

Cbimieal  Examiiiaiion  of  Water  from  Chebaeeo  Lake  in  Eisex  and  BmnUUni. 
[P*ru  mr  100,000.] 
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MicroKopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Chtbaeoo  Lake  in  Essex  and  HamOton. 
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Micnawpicai  Exammatitm  of  WaUrfrom  Chebaeeo  £a£«  —  Concluded. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Round  Pond,  Ilamilton. 
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MicroscopictU  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  OraveUy  Pond,  Hamilton. 

[P«iH  per  IW^OOO.] 
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Microacopical  Examination. 
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Chetnical  Examinatioa  of  Water  from  Beck's  Pond,  Hamilton,  and  Coy's  Pond, 
Wenham. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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Ckemioal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Tubular  Welt  at  Ike  CadeU''  Camp  Oround, 

in  Estcx. 
[Patu  per  IW.OOO.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Evbkbtt. 
(Sci!  BvHon,  Mystic  Works.) 


Chemical  Examiitation  of  Water  from  a  Thibular  Test  Well  in  Bradley  Meadow, 
Everea. 
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FAIBttAVEW. 

Water  Supply  of  Faikhatkn.  — Fairhaten  Water  Company. 
Population  in  1890,  2,919.  The  works  are  owned  by  the  Fair- 
haveo  Water  Company,  and  water  was  introduced  about  Feb.  1, 
1894.  The  source  of  supply  is  s  system  of  twenty-six  SJ-ioch  tubular 
wells  in  the  valley  of  the  Naaketucket  River,  near  the  centre  of  the 
town.  The  wells  are  located  on  both  sides  and  in  the  bed  of  the 
river,  which  is  a  very  small  and  shallow  stream,  and  cover  an  area 
approximately  300  feet  in  length  in  a  northerly  and  southerly  direc- 
tion, by  about  130  feet  in  width.  The  wells  are  generally  about  35 
feet  in  depth,  and  are  in  gravelly  material  overlaid  with  a  stratum  of 
ciay  near  the  surface.  Pumps  force  the  water  to  a  covered  iron  tank 
35  feet  in  diameter  and  41.5  feet  in  height,  which  ia  supported  by  an 
iron  trestle  about  100  feet  in  height.  Distributing  mains  are  of  cast 
iron  and  service  pipes  of  lead. 

Chemical  ExamiwUion  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  Wells  of  the  Fairhaven  Water 
Compantf. 

[I-utipir  100,000,] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  143 

FAl'L  BIVES. 

Water  Supply  op  Fall  Ritbk. 
Chemical  BxamiiuUion  of  Water  from  North  Waluppa  Lakt. 

[PuU  per  100,000.1 
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Microteopieal  Examination. 
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Water  Supply  ok  FALMOirrH    HEitiiiT«.  —  Falmouth    Hbkiiits 
Water  Cosipany. 


Chetnical  Examinaiion  oj  Water  from  the  WelU  of  the  Falmouth  Heights  Wider 
Company. 
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JUieroscopicat  Examination. 
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fitcuburg. 

Water  Supply  op  Fitchbueo. 

Chemical  Examinatvm  of  Water  from  SeoU  Reservoir,  FUehiMrg. 

[Parti  p«r  100,000.) 
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FITCIIBUIte. 

MieroKOpieal  Sixaminatitm  of  Water  from  BeoU  Reservoir,  FOehburg, 
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FITCHBUHG. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Meeiing-htmse  Pond,  WeslmiTUl^. 
[Psru  per  lOO.oco.] 
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JUicToscopical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Meeting-hotue  Pond,  Wetlminster. 
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FITCnBURG. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wyman's  Seserwir,  FUehburg. 

[Parts  [xr  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  ExamintUion. 
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FRAMING  n  AM . 

Water  Supply  op  FRAMiNonAM.  —  Framinoham  Water  Company. 

Chemical  Examiualion  of  Water  from  the  FHUr-gallery  of  the  Framinghant 
Water  Company. 
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FRAMINGHAAI. 

(Sumicat  Examtnalion  <tf  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  South  Framingham,  supplied 
from  the  Works  of  the  Framingham  Water  Company. 

[Put!  par  1D0,(NM.I 
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Wateb  Supply  of  the  State  Camp  Ghound,  Framikgham. 
Qtemical  Examination  of  Water  from  LeameiTa  Pond. 
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FltAMTNGnAM. 

Chemical  Examination  oj  Water  from  Oie  Vnderdrain  beneath  the  Sewers  at 
Framingkam. 
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Wateh  Stjpplt  op  Franklin. 


feankxin. 
-Franklin  "Water  Company. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  front  the  Wells  of  the  Franklin  WaUr  Company. 

[PmrtiperllXI.OOO.] 
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Water  Sdpplt  of  Gaedner.  —  Gardner  Water  Company. 
Chemical  Examinalitm  of  Water  from  Crystal  Lake,  Gardner. 
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GARBNSB. 

Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Crystal  Lake,  Gardner, 

[Number  of  organiims  per  cabio  centiineter.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Gloucester. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  an  application  of  the 
city  of  Gloucester  relative  to  taking  a  new  water  supply  for  the  city 
from  the  Chebacco  Lakes,  so-called,  in  the  towns  of  Essex,  Hamilton 
and  Wenham,  may  be  found  on  pages  14  and  15  of  this  volume. 
Another  application  was  made  by  the  city  on  June  30,  1894,  for 
further  investigations  and  advice  with  regard  to  present  and  pro* 
spective  sources  of  water  supply ;  and  during  these  investigations 
many  samples  of  water  from  present  and  prospective  sources  in 
Gloucester  and  from  the  Chebacco  Lakes  were  analyzed.  The 
analyses  of  the  samples  collected  from  sources  in  Gloucester  are 
given  on  the  following  pages,  and  those  from  the  Chebacco  Lakes 
are  given  under  Essex,  on  pages  138-140.  During  the  summer  the 
amount  of  iron  in  the  water  from  the  Gloucester  sources  was  unusually 
high  for  surface  waters. 
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gloucester. 
Water  Supply  op  Glodcester.  —  Glodcesteh  Water  Comfant. 
ChemictU  EtaminaUon  of  Water  Jrom  Dite^a  Brook  Storage  Beaervoir. 

[PirtaptrlOO/MO.] 
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Mieroaeopicai  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Dike'i  Brook  Sloragt 

[Hnmbcr  of  orguilMi*  per  anblo  aantimMec] 
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aiXtVCESTEB. 

Microscopical   Examinatum   of  WaUr  from    Dike's    Brook    Storage    Reservoir 
— CoDcluded. 

[Nambar  of  orgiiiliaia  per  enbte  Mntlmslsr.] 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Wallace  Pond. 

[PhU  par  100,000.] 
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GLOUCESTBB, 

lUicroacopieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Wallace  Fond. 
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ExaminoHon  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  at  City  Hall,  Oloueetter,  » 
from  the  Worke  of  the  Qloueester  Water  Company. 

[PMI  POT  100,000.] 


1 

1 

A»«^.Ot. 

av*Po»i-    1          AnHon*, 

S 

Ninniona 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

J-  i 

A».m..j. 

1 

4 

1 

3 

/' 

ii 

j 

11(38 

IKM. 

JulySl 

DIMIniit. 

OOH.. 

V.illghl. 

o.tt 

i.a. 

l.U     .001* 

.0.0 

.0110 

.». 

.«... 

0.0 

IMM 

lao^a 

1347* 

Si 

D«.31 

Rllirlil. 

O.B* 
9.40 

g.m 

0.6T 

3.86 

l.M     .«00 

.OISI 

.ooMO.oo 

.OOM.  O.OB 
.OMU,  1.00 

■""I"-" 

idOOl 
.MM 

2 

!i!!« 

;:• 

1-a 

... .«. 

.0113 





156  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

GLiOTTCESl'EB. 

JUieroicopical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  at  CUy  Hall,  Olouceater, 
supplied  from  the  Works  of  the  Oloueester  Waitr  Company, 

[Nambcr  of  artiDlama  per  cable  ceDllmeler.] 
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GLOUCESTER. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lily  Pond  Brooke  Oloucester, 

[NTumber  of  organiams  per  enblo  centimeter.] 
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G  IX>UCi:STEB. 

ChemiaU  Examiitalion  of  Water  from  a  Brook  crosHng  Magnolia  Avenue,  South- 
weft  of  Lily  Pond,  Oloucesler. 

[PmU  p«r  IMIiOOa.] 
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Btoampa,  Qloiteetler. 

[PmRa  par  100,000.] 
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OLOUCESTEB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waterfront  Norman's  Woe  Srook,  Qloueetter. 
[Pkrw  p*rloo.i»i).] 
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Microaeopieat  Examination. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Femwood  Lake,  Qhucetter. 

(Parta  pwr  100,000.] 
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GLOUCESTER. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Femwood  Lake,  Gloucester. 

[Number  of  organltmi  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1804. 


August 


AUffUBt. 


September. 


Norember 


Norember 


Day  of  examloation,       .       .       •       . 
Namber  of  eample, 

PLANTS. 
Diatomaoeao 

Aeterionella, 

JMatoma, 

Byoedra, 

Oyanophyceao,       .      .      .      . 

Apbanocapsa, 

CoBlotpbflBrlum 

Algso, 

DictyoBphflBrlam,      .       .       .       . 

Protococcus, 

Bcenedesroue 

Zo5sporee, 

FunflTl,  Crenothrix,       .       .       .       . 

ANIMALS 
Bhlzopoda,  Buglypha,     .      • 

Infusoria, 

Ciliated  iDfueorian,  .... 

DiDobryoD, 

Dlnobryon  caeee,      .... 

Buglena, 

MoDaa 

Peridinium, 

Trichodloa 

Trachelomonaa,        •       .       .       • 

Vermes, 

Polyartbra, 

Rotifer, 

MUcellatuotu,  Zo^glcea,        .       . 

Total 


10 
12604 


20 
12837 


26 
18010 


5f 


736 


1,001 


15 


470 


1 
18228 


198 

1|620 

857 

21 

2 
148 

48 

18 

2 

1,600 

m 

832 

0 

25 

20 
0 
1 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

8 
6 

0 
0 

1 

2 

98 

8 

0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
2 

0 

86 
7 
0 

2 
0 
1 
0 

1 

8 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

150 

m 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

SO 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

120 

224 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

24 


28 
18388 


19 

18 
1 
0 


0 
0 


4 

0 
0 
0 


8 

1 

0 
0 

1 

0 
0 

1 

0 


0 
0 


26 


1895. 


January. 


8 
18570 


18 

18 
0 
0 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
2 


182 

0 

3 

40 

10 

0 

80 

0 

0 


1 
0 


148 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  161 

6I.OUCESTEB, 

Chemical  ExaminaUott  of  Water  from  Ba»kelCs  Brook,  Qloueuter. 

[Paru  p«t  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  fnm  BaakelPi  Brook,  GtoKcetter. 

[ITDmber  of  oiguleme  per  eoblD  oentlmetet.] 


1M4. 

"mmT" 

Al». 

Anc. 

BepU 

»or. 

XOT. 

a«u 

10 

SO 

SB 

1 

18 

s 

M™b.rof.«.pl,..       .      .       .      . 

U<M 

tnsg 

mis 

itzu 

1S888 

1»TS 

PLANTS. 

nt 

M 

H 

N 

1 

t 

Aiterlooeir.. 

NeTleali, 

Bjnedr. 

i» 

0 

8 

0 

0 

3 

no 

80 

18 

ss 

"» 

0 

Oynnopbyoen 

t 

0 

H 

■ 

0 

D 

ADobieDe. 

3 

! 

t 

s 

s 

s 

Algn, 

1 

1 

to 

1 

0 

0 

fr^n:^^::  -.   ■.   :   :   : 

R-pWdlura 

1 

0 

* 

0 

0 

0 

s 

0 

a 

; 

s 

s 

Pungi,  CcenoUirti 

1 

D 

4 

0 

' 

t 

162  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Hiaroacopical  Examination  of  Water  from  HaskelFs  Brooh,  Oloticesler — Concluded. 

[Kniober  ol  orgaaltma  per  cnblo  ceDtlmiter.] 
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GRAFTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from  the  East  Branch  ofBummel  Brook,  Orqflon, 
[Puiipsrioo.ooo.] 
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Water  Sdpplt  op  Greenfield. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  c 
eioners  of  Fire  Distiict  No.  1  of  GreeDfield,  relative  to  increasing 
the  water  supply  of  the  district,  may  be  found  on  pages  16  and  17 
of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the 
present  reservoir  and  from  other  sources  in  connection  with  the 
investigations  for  an  additional  water  supply  are  given  below. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  OUn  Brook  Bestrvoir  and  from  the  East 
Branch  of  Olen  Brook. 
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GREENIIELI). 

Chemical  Extiminalion  of  Water  from  Workman  Brook  in  Golrain  and  from  Fiak 
or  Hinsdale  Brook  in  Shelbume. 

[PUU  par  100,000.] 
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iiavkriiill. 
Watee  Supplt  of  Havehhill. 
Chemical  Bscaminalion  of  Walerfrom  Crystal  Lake,  Haverhill. 

JPuU  per  100/100.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Kenoza  Lake,  Haverhill. 
{Paru  pM  100,000.] 
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HAVBnnrLii. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Salionalall,  Haverhill. 

[ruTU  par  lOO.OM.J 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  PenCucket,  Haverhill. 

[Porta  per  100.000.] 
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HAVBRim-L. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  East  Meadow  River,  Haverhill. 
[Puru  p«T  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  pom  Little  River  and  Creek  Brook,  Haverhill. 
[Part*  par  lOO/Mu.] 
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hinoiiaiii. 

Water  Supply  of  Hinouam  and  Hull.  —  Hingham  Water 
Company. 

The  advice'of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Hingham  Water 
Company,  relative  to  taking  an  additional  water  supply  for  Hing- 
ham and  Hull  from  Accord  Brook  and  Gushing  Fond  in  Hingham, 
may  be  found  on  pages  17-20  of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samples 
of  water  from  the  present  sources  of  supply  of  the  Hingham  Water 
Company  and  of  samples  collected  during  the  investigation  for  an 
additional  supply  are  given  below. 


Chemieat  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Accord  Pond,  Hingham. 

(PuU  per  \WSIK.] 


I    BKghl. 
1    Sllibt. 


SllgbL. 


Odor  or  Ihe  dnl  nmple,  filDlJ;  rtfoisble;  otUi»i«ODil,d«ld*dlTTaK«Ubla,  moaldy  md  dlugn*- 
kble,  be«nilD(  mouldy  ud  («uy  on  h«Ungi  ot  Ihe  third.  dliilDcUy  manldy  ud  grusy,  becoming 

TBgaubleoD  hutlDg;  of  the  fonrth.  dronsly  grmny;  and  ot  the  lut,none. Tha  umplei  were  ool- 

lacled  trom  the  Wkr. 

In  lh>»rly  pan  ot  JunB  cnmpUlnti  vera  nudetrom  lllplrta  otthatownof  ndlugrasiblc  tula  and 
odor  In  iba  vatar  iupply,  wbleb  wia  bilog  furelBbed  at  that  time  aJaioat  wholly  from  Acaord  Pond.  A 
•p«clil  mleroaoopleal  InTCiUgitlon  ihoKad  ibe  pte>»DM  ol  Urge  Dimbcri  ol  ihaorgulim  AnabanB, 
which  la  tboDghi  to  ban  eanwd  Uie  traubl*. 
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niNGUAM. 

MicroscopiccU  Examination  of  WaUrJrom  Accord  Pond,  Hingham. 

[Number  of  org»iii«mi  p«r  coblo  cenUmeter.] 


1894. 


March. 


June. 


Jane. 


September. 


December. 


Day  of  examioation, 
Number  of  sample,  . 

PLANTS. 
Diatomaceee, 

Aaterionella, 
Cyclotella,   . 
Melonira,     . 
Synedra, 
Tabellaria,  . 

Oyanophyceee, . 

Anabnua,    . 
Merlamopedla,    . 
Mlcrocyatia, 

Alfir»>       .       .        .       . 

Kotrycoccua, 
Protococcua, 
Raphidlum, 

ANIMALS. 
Bhlzopoda,  . 

Actlnophrys, 
Arcella,       .       . 

Infusoria,     . 

Cryptomonaa, 
Dinobryon, . 
DlnobryoD  oaaea, 
Mouaa, 
Perldinlum, 

Mitcellaneout,  ZoD^osa, . 

Total, 


21 
11926 


6 
12321 


28 
12422 


110 

6 
pr. 

5 
76 
24 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


22 

6 
2 
15 
0 
0 


17 

8 

4 
6 


46 

20 
16 
10 


81 

0 
24 
5 
0 
2 


0 
8 
1 


22 

0 

0 

22 


21 
13010 


22 

0 
0 
22 
0 
0 


19 

0 

11 

8 


8 
0 

1 

7 


20 
18603 


29 

7 
4 
2 
16 
0 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


210 

0 

27 

180 

0 

8 


0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 


0 
0 
2 
0 
6 


8 

2 
1 


0 
0 
0 
0 
1 


0 
0 


82 

2 
3 
66 
1 
0 


12 


888 


84 


69 


66 


91 
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HINGIIAM. 

Ohemical  Examination  oj  WaUrfnm  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  Bingham. 


[!■.«. 

p«ioo/)oo 

1 

„,..„,... 

"™" 

....... 

i 

«..™„ 

5 
1 

f 

j 

1 

^ 
3 

ii 

i 

s 

1 

1 

i 

J  if 

1 

IHZl 

IBM. 

Uir.  30 
JuneW 

v.tiisbi. 

Sllilit. 

Cgn.. 

o.w 

i:66 

1.16 

.0001 

loo* 

.uoaa  .D01« 
.aiao^.ooo* 

'.tl 

'.wn 

.(HXU 
.UOOO 

'.uM\\'.l 

12B7B 

Aug.  ; 

Decided , 

Cau. 

1.40 

O.OD 

awin 

.i>iin 

,MM 

.N1 

|.no.-rn 

-om 

.^mii 

1.5 

IWll 

Bept.  Ifl 
D«.  IT 

/'light. 
V..ll|hl. 

S:« 

\'.30 

'.aoir. 

3S 

:SS 

ioOlB 

:^° 

.0221 

:S 

:S 

,„ 

„.. 

111 

'■" 

..» 

ncil' 

nni 

rr 

i.,« 

.0000 

■»- 

1  1 

_ 



- 



- 

Odor  of  Uieflnt  •ample.  filDlly  veieuble,  >ome«hu  nnpluMot;  of  the  Hcond,  Donai  olthstUrd, 

dlMincl.iwoellib;  or  the  founb,  illihll;  TSKCUbla  ind  mauldyiud  of  Iha  lul,<llUlnetJy  vegetable. 

Tbe  ■•mpli-i  wera  collecled  from  tbe  pond. 


Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fulling  Milt  Pond,  Bingham 
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niNGUAM. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Accord  Brook,  Bingham. 

(ruta  par  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination, 

mi  per  cubic  eeDtlmvier  found  In  each  of  theaa  aamplai  waa  ai 
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Water  Supply  op  Hinsdale  Fire  District,  Hiksdale. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Reservoir  of  the  Ilirudaje 
Fire  Diatriet. 
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lUNSDALE. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Reservoir  of  the  UtT^sdale 

Fire  District  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  orgaolimfl  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1894. 


Maj.    I    Julj. 


July. 


PLANTS— Con. 
Oyanophyceee,  Chroococcus, 

AlfiTCB, 

Cloaterium, 

Palmella, 

Zooaporea, 

FunfiTlf  Crenothrix, 

ANIMALS. 
Bhizopoda,  Arcella 

Infusoria, 

Ciliated  infuaorlan, 

Dloobryon  caaea, 

Euglena, 

lionaa, 

Peridioium 

Pbaeua. 

Traehelomonaa 

Vermes, 

Anurea, 

Polyarthra, 

Rotatorlan  ova 

Rotifer, 

Mi9cellaneou9t  Zodglcea,       .... 

Total, 


0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

60 

0 

292 
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0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

60 
0 
0 
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0 

0 

288 

4 

0 
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0 
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0 


0 
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0 
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0 

.  0 
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1 

0 
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0 

1 

48 
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4 
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1 
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0 
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28 
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0 
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8 
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0 
0 
0 


0 

0 

90 

0 

14 
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0 

0 

6 

0 

7 

0 

48 

0 

7 

0 
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0 

9 
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1 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


220 


80 


12 


013 


110 


66 


62 


405 


Water  Supply  of  Holbrook. 

'  (See  Randolph,) 


1,001 


520 


HOLDEN. 

Several  samples  of  water  were  collected  from  sources  in  Holdcn 
during  the  investigations  for  a  metropolitan  water  supply,  and  the 
analyses  may  be  found  tabulated  under  the  head  of  "  Nashua  River," 
in  the  next  chapter. 
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houustok. 

Water  Scpplt  op  Hollistok. — Hollistom  Water  Compant. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  BoUitton  Water  Company. 

[Put!  p«r  100,000.] 
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MicroaoipiceU  Examination  of  Wider  from  the   Welt  of  the  fioUiaton   Water 
Company. 
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UOLYOKE. 

Water  Supply  of  Holtokb. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Holyoke, 

with  regard  to  Munn  Brook  in  the  town  of  Granville  as  a,  source  of 

additional  water  supply  for  the  city,  may  be  found  on  pages  20  and 

21  of  this  volume. 


of  Water  Jrom  Whiting  Street  Storage  Reservoir,  Holyoke. 

[PuU  par  100,000.] 
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IIOIA'OKE. 

Microscopical  ExamiricUion  of  Water  from  Whiting  Street  Storage  Reservoir^ 

Holyoke, 

[Namber  of  organisms  per  cabio  centimeter.] 


1894. 


Jan. 


March. 


Day  of  examination, 
Number  of  sample,  . 

PLANTS. 
DlstomsceaB, 

Asterionella, 

Fragilarla 

Synedra,      .       .        .       . 

CysnophyceflB,  Anabasna, 

Algrae 

Chlorococcus, 

I'rotococcns, 

Scenedesrous, 

Stanrastrum, 

Zoospores,  .        .       .       . 

Fungrl,  Crenothrix, 

ANIMALS. 
Bhisopods,  Arcella,  . 
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Dlnobryon  eases, 

Euglena 
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Rotatorlan  ova,   . 
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UOI.YOKB. 

Water  Sdpply  op  Holtokb. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Holyoke, 

with  regard  to  Mann  Brook  in  the  town  of  Granville  as  a  source  of 

additional  water  Bupply  for  the  city,  may  be  found  on  pages  20  and 

21  of  this  volume. 


Chemical 


inaiion  of  Water  Jrom  Whiting  Street  Storage  Reservoir,  Holijoke. 

[Parta  per  IDO.OOO.} 


i 

1 

'T:^%r 

— ■_ 

i 

i 

..,„... 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

§1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

.OlM 

1 

ii 

i 

1 

11«TB 

Jan. 31 

V.  .light. 

V.iltght. 

a.n 

6.10 

l,.-io 

.om 

.0031 

.OIM 

.0001 

1.0 

llVXi 

Mar.il 

Blight. 

Slight. 

0.18 

4.as 

I.IS 

.0000 

.0118 

.m. 

-la 

.0000 

.31M 

i.ft 

li27S 

UajTM 

DUtlact. 

Blight. 

D.M 

6.0* 

1.36 

rj 

.0210 

.OMS 

.«.. 

-IS 

.0030 

.0000 

,3714 

2.» 

V£M 

JulyM 

V.allgtl. 

V.  .light. 

0.-J3 

5.M 

1.40 

.DIM 

.MM 

.IS 

.0001 

.3909 

S.l 

ISOlfl 

SoplJl 

«llgM. 

Con... 

a.ti 

i.M 

l.M 

■n 

-O'Jis 

-OOT. 

.IB 

,0000 

.0000 

.m» 

».* 

l^ 

NoT.n 

V..U«ht, 

Slight. 

n.3o 

*" 

1.^ 

.»,g 

.o», 

.»,. 

.IB 

.0170 

.0000 

.1091 

..6 

^ 

1).J7 

'■" 

l.!» 

.D«7 

.oao4 

.015* 

.^ 

,IB 

.ooer 

.0000 

.am 

■in 



Averages  by  Years. 

From  Brook  before  Rtiemoir  oat  buill. 


188S 

iswt 

'oi8 
1    ■ 

-      'o'u 

T.89 

I.2I 

.0024 

i 

.0042 

;; 

:E 

.0001 
.0001 

From  Raervoir, 


ISMl 

- 

■:« 

B.B6 
S.ST 

l.SB 
l.» 

.00118 

.OOM 
.0008 

.fOU 

.OMI 
.0204 

.0188 

.03U 

.OtN 

.OUBS 

-IS 

.14 
.13 
.10 

•oiso 

.OOBS 

.0000 
.oooe 

.«00l 

.3838 

::: 

1.8 

t  JanoarjIoMaj. 
OdoTi  guDvrally  vegetable;  od  one 


178 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


nOLYOKE. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wright  and  Ashley  Ponds,  Holyoke. 

[Namber  of  organUms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1894. 
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DinobryoQ  caneti 
Buglena, 
MallomoQaa, 
Peridlniam, 
Tracheiomonaa,  . 

Vermes 

Polyarthra, 
Rotifer, 

Mi9cellaneouit  Zodglcpa,  . 

Total, 


Jan. 


25 
11677 

961 

060 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


17 

17 
0 
0 


March. 
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0 
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0 
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Chemieat  ExamtnaUon  of  Water  from  Wright  and  Ashley  Ponds,  Eoli/oke. 

[Pkrta  par  100,0000 
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Microscopical  ExamiiuUion  of  Water  from  Qatea  Pond,  Berlin. 

[Kumbsr  at  orimiilimi  par  snblii  ciDllmaMr.] 
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HYDE  PARK. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wella  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company. 

[PirU  ft  VM.OOO.] 
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HYDE  t'ARK. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  a  Faucet  in  Milton,  supplied  from  the  WelU 
of  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company. 

[Put!  par  UH.MO.] 
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IVelln  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company. 


J.n. 

Ulf. 

IW4. 

f... 

«„. 

.lUrtl 

Jynt    JolT. 

AOf.    Sept. 

- 

.„ 

DWI 

ITunitwr  al  HUpIc,     . 

0 
0 

11720 

0 
HP 

1IM. 

K 

12188 

14  !       12 
IKM   IJSlfi 

™i'™' 

t 
laM 

a 

0 

0 

n 

0 
IK 

a 

0 

a 

B 

a 

B 

B 

1 

II 

a 

1 

« 

I 

B 

1 

1 

• 

Total 1       o  j    doo 

Jl 

« 

^ 

« 

162!      "1     " 

„ 

" 

« 

186  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

HYDE  PAKK. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Neponiet  Biver  at  Eyde  Park, 

lP>rtop«r  100,000,1 
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IPSTVTCII. 

Water  Supply  of  Ipswich. 

The  works  are  owned  by  the  town,  and  were  completed  in  the 
latter  part  of  1894.  The  source  of  supply  is  a  storage  reservoir  on 
Dow's  Brook,  very  near  its  junction  with  Bull  Brook,  to  be  supple- 
mented when  necessary  with  water  from  Bull  Brook.  The  water  is 
pumped  at  a  pumping  station  near  the  reservoir  to  a  distributing 
reservoir  on  Town  Hill  and  to  the  village. 

The  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  about  17.5  acres  and  a 
capacity  of  about  55,000,000  gallons.  Its  maximum  depth  at  high 
water  is  20  feet  and  its  average  depth  9.6  feet.  The  reservoir  was 
very  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  storage  of  water  by  the  removal 
of  soil,  mud  and  vegetable  matter  from  the  area  to  be  flowed. 

Dow's  Brook  has  a  water-shed  of  about  600  acres,  consisting 
largely  of  pasture  land,  but  there  are  several  farmhouses  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  reservoir,  and,  though  the  population  per  square  mile 
is  small,  it  may  have  a  greater  influence  upon  the  quality  of  the 
water  of  the  reservoir  than  if  scattered  more  widely  over  the  whole 
water-shed. 

Bull  Brook  has  a  rapid  fall  for  some  distance  above  where  it  joins 
Dow's  Brook,  and  at  a  point  about  900  feet  above  the  junction  of 
the  brooks  a  small  dam  has  been  constructed  from  which  a  12-inch 
vitrified  pipe  has  been  laid  to  convey  water  from  above  this  dam  into 
the  storage  reservoir  on  Dow's  Brook.  The  water-shed  of  Bull  Brook 
above  the  dam  contains  but  few  inhabitants,  but  a  large  portion  of 
the  area  is  swampy  land,  causing  the  water  to  have  a  high  color. 
By  the  construction  of  the  dam  a  portion  of  this  swampy  land  near 
the  dam  is  said  to  be  flowed. 

The  distributing  reservoir  is  rectangular  in  shape,  180  feet  long 
by  100  feet  wide  at  the  foot  of  the  slopes,  and  about  237  feet  by 
157  feet  at  the  top  of  the  slopes  inside.  It  is  19  feet  in  depth  from 
the  top  of  the  embankment,  and  when  filled  to  a  depth  of  16  feet 
contains  a  little  more  than  3,000,000  gallons  of  water.  The  slopes 
are  lined  with  a  6-inch  layer  of  coarse  gravel,  upon  which  is  laid  a 
stone  paving  about  12  inches  in  thickness.  The  bottom  is  covered 
with  a  6-inch  layer  of  concrete,  which  extends  up  beneath  the  gravel 
and  paving  on  the  slopes  for  a  portion  of  the  way,  then  horizontally 
to  a  masonry  core  wall  in  the  embankment  about  the  reservoir. 
Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron,  service  pipes  are  of  lead. 
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IPSWICH. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Ipswich 
relative  to  this  source  of  water  supply  may  be  found  on  pages  24-26 
of  this  volume. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  during  the  investigation 
for  a  water  supply  may  be  found  on  page  179  of  the  annual  report 
for  1893. 

Lakeville. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  Assawompsett  and 
Elder's  ponds  may  be  found  under  Taunton,  and  from  Great  Quit- 
tacas,  Little  Quittacas  and  Long  ponds  under  New  Bedford. 


Water  Supply  of  Lancaster. 

The  town  of  Lancaster  purchased  the  works  of  the  Lancaster 
Water  Company  in  1893,  but  still  continues  to  obtain  its  supply 
of  water  from  the  Clinton  Water  Works. 


Water  Supply  of  Lawrence. 

The  city  of  Lawrence  has  been  supplied  during  the  year  with  the 
Merrimack  River  water  filtered  through  the  sand  filter,  first  used  in 
September,  1893,  and  fully  described  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  pages  543-560.  The  tables  which  follow 
contain  analyses  of  the  unfiltered  Merrimack  River  water,  and  of  the 
filtered  water  at  the  pumping  station  and  at  the  distributing  reser- 
voir. The  results  of  more  extended  chemical  and  biological  exami- 
nations of  the  water  before  and  after  filtration  may  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 
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i^awbbnce:. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ute  Merrimaok  Jtiver  above  Lawrence, 
OppofOe  the  Intake  of  the  Lawrence  WaUr  Work*. 

[PuU  p«r  100,000.] 
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IPSWICH. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Ipswich 
relative  to  this  source  of  water  supply  may  be  found  on  pages  24-26 
of  this  volume. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  during  the  investigation 
for  a  water  supply  may  be  found  on  page  179  of  the  annual  report 
for  1893. 

Lakeville. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  Assawompsett  and 
Elder's  ponds  may  be  found  under  Taunton,  and  from  Great  Quit- 
tacasy  Little  Quittacas  and  Long  ponds  under  New  Bedford. 


Water  Supply  of  Lancaster. 

The  town  of  Lancaster  purchased  the  works  of  the  Lancaster 
Water  Company  in  1893,  but  still  continues  to  obtain  its  supply 
of  water  from  the  Clinton  Water  Works. 


Water  Supply  of  Lawrence. 

The  city  of  Lawrence  has  been  supplied  during  the  year  with  the 
Merrimack  River  water  filtered  through  the  sand  filter,  first  used  in 
September,  1893,  and  fully  described  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  pages  543-560.  The  tables  which  follow 
oontain  analyses  of  the  unfiltered  Merrimack  River  water,  and  of  the 
filtered  water  at  the  pumping  station  and  at  the  distributing  reser- 
voir. The  results  of  more  extended  chemical  and  biological  exami- 
nations of  the  water  before  and  after  filtration  may  be  found  in  a 
sabseqaent  portion  of  this  report. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Filtered  Waier  frmit  the  Force  Main  ai  the  Pumping 
Station  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works. 

[PtiU  per  UKfiDa.l 
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Station  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works. 
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IIUDSOX, 

Table  showing  Heights  of  Water  in  Gates  Pond  once  Each  Month  during  1894. 

[High-water  mark  is  14  feet.] 


Jan.  15, 
Feb.  16, 
March  15, 
April  15, 
May  15, 
June    15, 


Datk.— 1894. 


Feet. 


10.7 
11.0 
11.4 
11.7 
11.6 
11.7 


July  15, 
Aug.  15, 
Sept.  15, 
Oct.  15, 
Nov.  15, 
Dec.   15, 


Datk.  — 1894. 


Feet. 


10.7 
10.1 
9.3 
8.9 
8.9 
8.8 


Water  Supply  of  Hull. 

(See  Uingham.) 


Water    Supply   of   Hyde    Park    and    Milton.  —  Hyde    Park 

Water  Company. 

The  replies  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  inquiries  of  the  school 
committee  of  Hyde  Park  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  may  be  found  on  pages 
21-23  of  this  volume. 

The  works  of  this  company  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  from 
the  ground  near  the  Neponset  River  were  again  enlarged  in  1894  by 
sinking  6  tubular  wells  north-east  of  the  starch  factory  well  men- 
tioned in  previous  reports.  The  new  wells  are  located  in  a  line 
nearly  parallel  and  very  close  to  the  southerly  side  of  the  location 
of  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad,  and  average  about  45 
feet  apart  in  the  line.  The  wells  are  6  inches  in  diameter  and  vary 
very  little  in  depth,  averaging  about  40  feet.  The  well  at  the  south- 
westerly end  of  the  line  is  350  feet  from  the  river,  and  that  on  the 
north-easterly  end  of  the  line  about  250  feet  from  the  river.  Owing 
to  a  sharp  bend  in  the  river  at  this  point,  the  intermediate  wells  are 
more  distant  from  it  than  those  on  the  ends.  Each  well  is  said  to 
be  provided  with  a  strainer  from  10  to  14  feet  in  length,  making  the 
distance  from  the  surface  to  the  point  where  water  may  enter  the 
well  about  25  feet.  The.  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the 
Hyde  Park  Water  Company  with  reference  to  the  use  of  water  from 
these  wells  may  be  found  on  pages  23  and  24  of  this  volume.  (See 
also  Milton.) 
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X^WttENCE. 

Microscopical  Examinalion  of  WaUr  from  Vie  DistriiMting  Reaervoir  of  the  Law- 
rence Water  ffbrjfcj— Concluded. 

[Nnmbar  ot  orguluu  p*I  enble  BentlDeUr.] 
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Fblume  o/  ITnter^^owftnp  m  the  Merrimaek  River  at  Lawrence  on  the  Dates  when 
Samples  of  Water  were  eoUeeted  for  Analysis. 
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HYDE  PAKK. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WelU  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water 
Company. 

[(TDOitwr  at  orgBnlinu  p«  sabla  «Dllm«lsr.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faucets  in  Hyde  Park  supplied  from  the 
Wells  of  the  ffyde  Park  Water  Company. 

[Pula  per  lOO.OM.] 
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leominster. 

Water  Supply  op  Leohinstbr. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Baynes  Reservoir,  Leominster. 

[PirU  per  100,000.] 
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im>E  PARK. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ike  New  Six-itieh  Tubular  Wells  of  Che 
Hyde  Park  Water  Compntty. 
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Ckemieal  Examinatiott  of  Water  from  Morse  Beservoir,  LeomituUr. 

[FarU  pai  lOO/MO.] 
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Mieroseopieal  ExaminatUm  of  Water  from  the  Nepomti  Riaerat  Byde  Park. 


[So 

Qlwr 

'">"*•" 

■  par 

«i.hl.e«Um 

««.] 

.»»4. 

Ju, 

Tifa.  Mur. 

... 

Kit. 

j™. 

Jolj. 

A„. 

SepL 

^ 

«„ 

Dm. 

NuD>be.ol»n>p>e,       .        .       . 

um 

iijMiisra 

1Z2S) 

m 

Jm 

11^ 

««. 

wiL 

a 

IS 

PLANTS. 
Dlfttomacem,  .... 

-nitMNnriii,       '.'.'.'. 

AlfT". 

Confsn*,         .... 

BeleiiMlrnn.,'.       .       .       . 
Hplrogj™.       .... 

PUUfft 

&."""■  :    :    :    : 

e 

0 

to 

1 

0 
D 

S 

0 

0 
pr, 

n 

13 
i 

0 
0 

1 

1 

n 

1 

i 

I 

lit 
0 

0 

la 

IB 
0 

S 

It 
ID 

S 

3 

1 

B 

■ 

IBD 

J, 

4 

1 

0 

1 

11 
a 

0 
44 

14 

1 
0 

0 

ID 

AITIUAU. 
Bhieopodtt,  Aroelti, 

InrusoTis 

1 

B 

0 

1 
s 

\ 

0 

a 

» 

0 

• 

G 
C 

1 
u 

1 

0 

s 

3 

1 

a 

B 

0 

0 

a 

0 
» 

i 

4 

a 
t 

3 

no 

0 

0 

a 

IM 

0 

Vermas,  Roiircr,     . 

a 

" 

n 

M 

» 

II 

IH 

ton 

I,»M 

t,iBa 

„». 

It 

TOT.L 

« 

» 

112 

■3 

I^ 

3.M0 

l.<» 

'•■" 

- 

tlB 

188 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


IPRWICIT, 

Watkr  SurpLY  OF  Ipswich. 

The  works  are  owned  by  the  town,  and  were  completed  id  the 
latter  part  of  1894.  The  source  of  supply  is  a  storage  reservoir  on 
Dow's  Brook,  very  near  its  .junction  with  Bull  Brook,  to  be  supple- 
mented when  necessiiry  with  water  from  Bull  Brook.  The  water  is 
pumped  at  a.  pumping  station  near  the  reservoir  to  a  distributing 
reservoir  on  Town  Hill  and  to  the  village. 

The  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  about  17.5  acres  and  a 
capacity  of  about  .^5.000,000  gallons.  Its  maximum  depth  at  high 
water  is  20  feet  and  its  average  depth  9.6  feet.  The  reservoir  was 
very  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  storage  of  water  by  the  removal 
of  soil,  mud  and  vegetable  matter  from  the  area  to  be  flowed. 

Bow's  Brook  has  a  water-shed  of  about  600  acres,  consisting 
largely  of  pasture  land,  but  there  are  several  farmhouses  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  reservoir,  and,  though  the  population  per  square  mile 
is  small,  it  may  have  a  greater  influence  upon  the  quality  of  the 
water  of  the  reservoir  than  if  scattered  more  widely  over  the  whole 
water-shed. 

Bull  Brook  has  a  rapid  fait  for  some  distance  above  where  it  joins 
Dow's  Brook,  and  at  a  point  about  900  feet  above  the  junction  of 
the  brooks  a  small  dam  has  been  construeted  from  which  a  12-inch 
vitrified  pipe  has  been  laid  to  convey  water  from  above  this  dam  into 
the  storage  reservoir  on  Dow's  Brook.  The  water-shed  of  Bull  Brook 
above  the  dam  contains  but  few  inhabitants,  but  a  large  portion  of 
the  area  is  swampy  land,  causing  the  water  to  have  a  high  color. 
By  the  construction  of  the  dam  a  portion  of  this  swampy  land  near 
the  dam  is  said  to  be  flowed. 

The  distributing  reservoir  is  rectangular  in  shape,  180  feet  long 
by  100  feet  wide  at  the  foot  of  the  slopes,  and  about  237  feet  by 
157  feet  at  the  top  of  the  slopes  inside.  It  is  19  feet  in  depth  from 
the  top  of  the  embankment,  and  when  filled  to  a  depth  of  16  feet 
contains  a  little  moi'e  than  3,000,000  gallons  of  water.  The  slopes 
are  lined  with  a  6-inch  hiyer  of  coarse  gravel,  upon  which  is  laid  a 
stone  paving  about  12  inches  in  thickness.  The  bottom  is  covered 
with  a  6-inch  layer  of  concrete,  which  extends  up  beneath  the  gravel 
and  paving  on  the  slopes  for  a  portion  of  the  way,  then  horizontally 
to  a  masonry  core  wall  in  the  embankment  aliout  the  reservoir. 
Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron,  service  pipes  are  of  load. 
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IP8TVICH. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Ipswich 
relative  to  this  source  of  water  supply  may  be  found  on  pages  24-26 
of  this  volume. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  during  the  investigation 
for  a  water  supply  may  be  found  on  page  179  of  the  annual  report 
for  1893. 

Lakevillb. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  Assawompsett  and 
Elder's  ponds  may  be  found  under  Taunton,  and  from  Great  Quit- 
tacas,  Little  Quittacas  and  Long  ponds  under  New  Bedford. 


Water  Supply  of  Lancaster. 

The  town  of  Lancaster  purchased  the  works  of  the  Lancaster 
Water  Company  in  1893,  but  still  continues  to  obtain  its  supply 
of  water  from  the  Clinton  Water  Works. 


Water  Supply  of  Lawrence. 

The  city  of  Lawrence  has  been  supplied  during  the  year  with  the 
Merrimack  River  water  filtered  through  the  sand  filter,  first  used  in 
September,  1893,  and  fully  described  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  pages  543-560.  The  tables  which  follow 
contain  analyses  of  the  unfiltered  Merrimack  River  water,  and  of  the 
filtered  water  at  the  pumping  station  and  at  the  distributing  reser- 
voir. The  results  of  more  extended  chemical  and  biological  exami- 
nations of  the  water  before  and  after  filtration  may  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 


^P     190                     STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc.      ■ 

^H          LAWBENCB.                                                                                                                                                        H 

^^M           (IfiKmirnl    Hrjitninnlinn   nf    Wiitrr    frrnn    thf     Mrrrimafir.    Kixfr    iihm'p    I.iiiiiren>T          H 

^1                                   Opposite  the  JrUabi  of  the  Lawrence  Water  WorlM.                                 ■ 

^H                                                                       [P>ru  p>r  100,000.]                                                                     H 

1 

j 

A1T»UU1I0». 

"";""«-" 

A.«O.U. 

0     1 

li 

1 

1 

1 

1 

|1 

i 

gl 

1 

1 

llil 

1 

1 

il 

■ 

■ 

SlI^L 

Btiirht. 

.» 

4.00 

1.4» 

UIM 

uuw 

w 

ilOU3 

''    I 

^H         iiiM 

Feb. 14 

8ll«bl. 

Sllgbi. 

■»1 

I.W 

1.30 

OON 

0148 

DIM 

»,= 

S3 

.0160 

0001 

.4330 

'*   1 

I     "- 

M,r.14 

DUllnel. 

Odo... 
e.rtby. 

!.M 

1.10 

onlii 

0119 

0100 

"if" 

.0100 

0001 

.SMO 

1 

■     ».. 

Apr.  18 

DHUnBt. 

fiiieht. 

B.4a 

a.M 

1.35 

DDia 

Olfil 

om 

.0030 

0001 

.4501 

..   ■ 

■     »» 

>c>ri« 

Slight. 

Con*. 

0.41 

9.a& 

I.M 

0U4 

0172 

0I4Z 

.MM 

ooos 

.J,..      ■ 

■      ^ 

Joii.ai 

DHUMl. 

Codi. 

D.4«. 

3.(iS 

l.M 

OOM 

OlM 

OlSO 

.0030 

0001 

.48M 

''  I 

■     »,. 

jBlyll 

DlitlDOt. 

eiighi. 

0.30! 

3.00 

l.DO 

0083 

oito 

DWi 

».l.« 

.0040 

oooa 

.4004 

...  I 

^H         m«o 

AuK.» 

DliUnsI, 

grwn. 

8l1<bl. 
grwo. 

0.2. 

3.g& 

1.35 

.0100 

ono 

01« 

J. a 

.0040 

0003 

—  1 

1     .». 

B.pl.10 

V.  .light. 

Con.. 

O.IB 

4.00 

I.IS 

.0104 

OlM 

oiii 

.0034   .W 

.0080 

OOOl 

.35701.3         ■ 

OCIT 

Bllgbt. 
mlLiy. 

eilKht, 

0.>3 

3.W 

i.eo 

.0071 

om 

0140 

.0031  .Xi 

.0040 

0000 

■*™ 

'"  1 

1S3U 

Nm.Sl 

eilghl. 

811  |bl. 

o.» 

4.4i 

i.as 

.DOM 

.0181 

oiw 

.O0S4   .21 

.0080 

0001 

.5480 

,..  ■ 

latn 

Dk.W 

SIlKhl. 

Blight. 

«,ai 

S.M 

l.W 

.0040 

.am 

OIBI 

.0008  .M 

.»,. 

.0001 

.4437 

...  ■ 

A.. 





..., 

s.n 

1.10 

.0«B 

.oin 

0141 

.0031    .IS 

.0001 

.4170 

...  I 

Average*  by  Year». 

1 

I«ST» 

t.4T 

4. 13 

l.H 

.001, 

.0.1, 

- 

.33 

.Don 

-  I 

IBM 

g.so 

3,H 

1.08 

.01.0 

- 

.18 

.MM 

.00031 

-   ■ 

imt 

- 

l).BO 

n.o»i 

o.sit 

.oA» 

.0,1. 

.0144 

.«. 

.IT 

-OOIi 

,ooas 

-  I 

UM 

t.u 

4.101 

l.*»l 

.QMS 

.OlJ 

.«» 

.11 

.IWIl 

....  V 

U»l 

o.ar 

S.IB 

i.m 

.0040 

.OlM 

.011 

.™, 

.18 

.0110 

.1)001 

...  ■ 

- 

inn 

1.41 

I4.U 

I.4T 

.0041! 

.» 

.18 

.ain« 

.0001 

...  ■ 

- 

IM 

1.41 

i.tg 

1.48 

.oon 

.0181 

.014 

.ao 

.0081 

.0003 

.im 

...  ■ 

- 

UM 

- 

)^J 

J.70 

1.W 

.00« 

.Olffl 

.0,1 

.«. 

,3S 

.OM 

■OOOl 

.4J70 

...  I 

•  JuB«  ID  trocwntwr.        |  Jnuurr  to  Udf.       |  Au(i»l  10  DKembci.        f  Julf  lo  D«»iabar.             ^| 

Um-.   in  .n.lr«  of  1«U     nrtn>,   »^>.h1.  .t.A    mn.ff ^  Th.  ...»pl..   ..r»  nilUol^l   frnm  >h.         H 

™«inl  nf  Ih.  qn.nllt^  n(  ..Ur  flnwlnf  In  >h.  H»r  nn  riu«  >h.h  ..n.pl«  n(   ..U..  .n>.  ^nllMt^ri  (ni         H 

...If.l.,  u.  p.|.  lu      IFnr  .  MmiMrixin  nf  l)».  ui.I)»m  nf  llu  rinrnlfr  ■<  l.n»,ll  anil  t^.innM        ■ 

^'                                     ^ 

No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  191 

I,A  WHENCE  ■ 

Mieroieopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  tfte  Merrimack  River  above  Lawrence, 
Opposite  lAe  Intake  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works, 
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I.AWR15NCE, 

Chemical  Sxaminalion  of  Filtered  Water  from  the  Force  Main 
SlaCion  of  the  Lawrenoc  Water  Works. 
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LAWRENCE. 

C/ietnieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  DiUribtUing  Reservoir  of  the  Laurrenee 
WaUr  Works. 

[Futa  per  100,0I».] 
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LAWRENCE. 
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i.eicb8tkr. 
Water  Supflt    op    the    Leicester  Water  Supply  Dibtrict, 
Leicester. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  ihe  Wells  of  the  Leieeater  Water  Supply 
DiMriet. 
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i^eominsteh. 

Watek  Supplt  of  Leominster. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Haynes  Reservoir,  LeomiruUr. 

[PlrU  p«T  lOO.OM.] 
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L.EOMTN8TER. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Haynes  Reservoir^  Leominster, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cable  centimeter.] 
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I.KOHINSTICB. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Morte  Betervoir,  LeomituUr. 
[Part*  psr  100,000.) 
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Micnisriij/ical  Examination  of  Water  from  Morse  Reitervoir,  Leominster. 
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LEOMINSTER, 

Microscopical  Examination  oj    Water  from    Morse  Reservoir,  Leominster  — 

Concluded. 

[Number  of  organUms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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J^EXINOTON. 

Water  Supplt  of  Lbxinoton.  —  Lexington  Water  CoMPANr. 
In  1894  this  company  enlarged  the  capacity  of  its  works  for  sup- 
plying the  town  by  the  construction  of  n  storage  reservoir  on  the 
upper  portion  of  Vine  Brook,  just  below  Middle  Street,  which  was 
completed  near  the  end  of  tlie  year.  The  reservoir  has  a  capacity 
of  about  14,250,000  gallons,  and,  if  raised  an  additional  foot  by 
flash-boards,  of  about  10,000,000  gallons.  Its  area  is  about  5J 
acres,  and  its  water-shed,  including  the  area  of  the  reservoir,  is 
about  .30  of  a  square  mile.  An  additional  ground-water  supply 
was  also  developed  during  the  construction  of  the  dam  of  this 
reservoir  and  the  laying  of  the  pipe  from  the  dam  to  the  pumping 
station,  which  has  l>een  availed  of  by  turning  it  into  this  pipe. 


Chcmiral  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  at  the  l^umjnng  Station  of  the 
Lexington  Water  Com}iany. 
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LEXINUl-ON. 

Aticroiicii2>ical  t'xuntinalioH  of  WtUer  from  a  Faucet  at  the  {imping  Slniiun  of  the 
Lexington  Water  Company. 
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Water  Sui'I'ly  of  Lonosieadow. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Buard  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Long- 
iiiciulow,  relative  to  taking  the  waterofCooley  Brook  in  Longuicadow 
u»  u  sourco  of  water  supply,  may  Ik  found  on  pages  25  nnd  2()  of  this 
vohiine.  The  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  brook 
is  given  below. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Cooley  Brook. 
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Water  Sutply  of  Lowell. 

Chemical  F.iaminiUion  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  River  ttbovt  Lowell,  opposite 
the  Intake  of  the  Lowell  Water  Works. 
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LO^VKLL. 
Micruscopicul   ExamiTUUion  of  Water  from  the   Merrimack  River  above   fjotvell, 
opposite  the  Inlake  of  (Ae  Lowell  Water  IVorks. 

[ITomlMr  ot  orginlini*  per  eublc  centlmvter.] 
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Chemical  Exatnination  of  WaUr  frum   Tubular  WelU  in  the  VaUey  of  River 
Meadow  Brook,  a  Short  Distance  above  Plain  Street. 
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LUDLOW. 

Water  Supply  of  Ludlow. 

(See  Springfield,) 

Watek  Supply  of  Lynn  and  Saugus. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1893  the  city  of  Lynn  exorcised  the  authority 
granted  it  by  the  Legislature  to  take  the  water  of  the  Saugus  River 
as  an  additional  supply,  and  during  1894  water  has  been  from  time 
to  time  diverted  from  the  river  either  directly  to  the  city  or  to  the 
existing  ponds  and  reservoirs.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  river 
at  the  outlet  of  Howlett's  Pond,  and  thence  flows  through  a  short 
canal  to  the  canal  already  in  use  for  conveying  water  from  the 
Hawkes  and  Penny  Brook  sources. 

The  Saugus  River  at  Howlett's  Dam  has  a  drainage  area,  as 
determined  from  the  topographical  map  of  the  State,  of  16.64  square 
miles,  and  upon  this  area  there  is  estimated  to  be  a  population  of 
11,800,  equivalent  to  709  per  square  mile  of  drainage  area.  At  the 
upper  end  of  Howlett's  Pond,  a  tributary  from  Wakefield  joins  the 
river.  At  the  head  of  this  tributary  is  Crystal  Lake,  practically  all 
of  the  water  of  which  is  taken  by  the  Wakefield  Water  Company 
for  the  supply  of  Wakefield  and  Stoneham.  Upon  the  remaining 
3.08  square  miles  of  water-shed  of  the  brook  there  is  a  population 
of  about  3,726,  equal  to  1,210  per  square  mile.  Near  the  head  of 
the  main  stream,  in  Wakefield,  is  Lake  Quannapowitt,  having  a 
water-shed  of  4.35  square  miles.  Upon  the  water-shed  of  this 
lake  there  is  a  population  of  about  5,854  in  the  towns  of  Reading 
and  Wakefield,  equal  to  1,346  per  square  mile. 

Between  the  outlet  of  Lake  Quannapowitt  and  Howlett's  Dam 
the  river  flows  much  of  the  way  through  extensive  meadows  and 
swamps,  which  probably  have  an  area  of  as  much  as  one  square 
mile,  and  in  its  course  through  this  region  receives  two  tributaries 
from  the  north,  —  Beaver  Dam  Brook  and  a  brook  flowing  from 
Pilling's  Pond.  Exclusive  of  the  water-sheds  of  all  the  tributaries 
mentioned,  the  area  of  water-shed  tributary  to  the  main  stream 
between  the  outlet  of  Lake  Quannapowitt  and  Howlett's  Dam  is 
about  4  52  square  miles. 

Beaver  Dam  Brook  drains  an  area  of  1.76  square  miles  above  ° 
point  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  Newburyport  brancr 
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the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  The  drainage  area  contains  the 
small  village  of  Lynnfield  Centre.  Filling's  Pond  at  its  outlet 
drains  an  area  of  2.05  square  miles,  which  contains  very  little 
population.  It  is  an  artificial  reservoir,  formed  many  years  ago  by- 
flooding  a  level  meadow  to  a  depth  of  4  feet.  Its  area  is  about  85 
acres  and  its  average  depth  about  3  feet. 

With  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  Saugus  River,  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  in  a  communication  to  the  Lynn  Water 
Board  (annual  report  for  1893,  pages  25-28),  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  Saugus  River,  at  the  point  from  which  the  city  of  Lynn 
now  takes  the  water,  receives  so  much  polluting  matter  from  the 
towns  of  Reading  and  Wakefield  as  to  render  it  an  unfit  source  from 
which  to  take  a  water  supply,  unless  the  water  is  very  thoroughly 
purified  by  filtration. 

In  June  the  water  of  Walden  Pond  was  drawn  off  and  wasted  into 
the  Saugus  River,  to  give  an  opportunity  to  remove  the  soil  from 
the  bed  of  the  pond  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dam.  About  11  acres 
were  cleaned,  and  some  peaty  deposits  of  considerable  depth  were 
covered  with  sand  and  gravel.  An  arm  of  the  pond  containing 
about  12.8  acres,  where  the  water  was  shallow,  was  separated  from 
the  main  portion  by  a  dam  across  its  lower  end,  constructed  with 
soil  removed  from  the  bed  of  the  pond  immediately  below.  A  pipe 
provided  with  a  gate  was  laid  under  the  dam.  The  pond  remained 
empty  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  the  following  tables,  in  addition  to  the  results  of  examinations 
of  samples  of  water  from  the  four  ponds,  as  in  previous  years,  may 
be  found  the  results  of  examinations  of  samples  of  water  collected 
from  the  Saugus  River  at  Howlett's  Dam,  and  just  above  the  point 
where  it  is  joined  by  the  brook  from  Wakefield,  and  from  a  faucet 
in  the  city. 
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Chemical  ExamituUion  of  Walerjrom  BreetTs  Fond,  Lynn. 
[P«rU  p«r  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Exaniinatioa  of  Water Jrom  Breed's  Pond,  Lyni 

[Kumbar  nt  oi^alanu  pei  eablc  cantlmeMr.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Birch  Pond^  Lytm. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Note  to  analyses  of  1894 :  Odor,  distinctly  vegetable  and  frequently  also  unpleasant;  on  heating,  the 

odor  is  stronger. The  samplen  were  collected  from  the  pond  near  the  gate-house.  1  foot  beneath  the 

surface. 
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Microscopical  ExaminiUion  of  WeUerJn»n  BreeiTs  Pond,  Lynn. 
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LTNN  AND  SAUOUa. 

Chetnical  ExamtnaUon  of  WiUer  from  Watden  Pond,  Lynn. 
[P*[u  p«i  100,1)00.] 
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LYNN  AND  SAUQPS. 

Mieroscojiical  Examinatiim  of  Water  from  BinA  Pond,  Lynn. 

[Number  of  eigBiilim*  per  eoble  csDUmcwr.] 
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LYNN  AND  8  AUG  US. 

Chemieal  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Walden  Pond,  Lynn. 

[PkU  per  100,000.] 
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LYNN  AND  SAUOUS. 

Microscopical  Kxaminaiion  of  Water  from  Walden  Pond,  Lynn. 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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LYNN  AND  SAUGUS. 

Chemical  ExamineUion  of  Waler  from  Olen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn. 
[PkruparllK^imi.] 
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tTXX  ASD  SAUGUS. 

Mii^rMCopiaU  Exemination  of  Water  from  the  Saugva  River  at  HowleWs  Dam, 
SrttijMa  — Concluded. 

[Nuo,b.r  of  ornMl™.  p«  ™W«  ««»««.]                                                              j 
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LYNN  AND  SAUGUS. 

Microacopieal  Exatninatvm  of  Wattr  Jrom  the  Saugua  River  at  Ihe  Line  between 
Saugus  and  Wakefield,  and  just  ed>ove  the  Point  where  tl  ia  joined  by  the  Wake- 
field Branch. 
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LYNS  AND  8AUG08. 

Microtcopicat  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Saugus  River  at  SototetCs  Dam, 
Saugua —  Concluded. 

(Number  of  orguiluD*  per  cable  MDUm*Wr.] 
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IiYNW  AND  SAUGUS. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  a  Faucet  in  Lynn. 

[Puu  pec  loo.ODO.) 
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I.YSV  AND  8AUGUS. 

Mieroicqpieal  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Lynn. 

[Numbar  at  orgBnlinu  jwr  niblo  mottmetat.] 
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LYNN  AND  8AU6U8. 

Table  shmiring  Depth  of  Water  in  Feet  in  the  Ponds  and  Storage  Reservoirs  of 
the  Lynn  Water  Works  on  the  Dates  when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected 
for  Analysis  during  the  Year  1894, 
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*  The  water  in  this  pond  ia  aomeiimes  raised  aomewhat  above  ordinary  high  water  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  spring,  in  order  to  increase  the  storage. 

Water  Supply  of  Malden,  Medford  and  Melrose. 

Spot  Pond,  the  main  source  of  supply  of  these  municipalities,  has 
not  been  filled  since  April,  1891 ;  but,  owing  to  the  more  extended 
use  of  supplementary  sources  by  the  three  municipalities,  the  amount 
of  water  drawn  from  the  pond  in  1894  was  considerably  less  than  in 
1893.  As  a  consequence  of  this  diminished  draft  the  surface  of  the 
pond  stood  6^  inches  higher  at  the  end  of  1894  than  at  the  begin- 
ning, notwithstanding  the  much  smaller  amount  of  rainfall  collected 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  total  quantity  of  water  taken  from 
the  pond  during  the  year  represented  only  about  40  per  cent,  of  the 
total  consumption  of  water  by  these  places. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November  complaint  was  made  of  the  dis- 
agreeable taste  and  odor  of  the  water  of  Spot  Pond,  and  an  exami- 
nation showed  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  the  organism 
Uroglena.  A  description  of  this  organism  and  its  effect  upon  the 
taste  and  odor  of  water  may  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  for  1891,  pages  645-658. 

Analyses  of  water  from  the  supplementary  sources  of  supply  will 
be  found  under  the  names  of  the  municipalities  supplied. 
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MALDEN,  MEDPORD  AND  MBLBOSE. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Spot  Pond,  Stoneham. 

[P*ru  p«r  100,000.] 
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HALDEN,  ME:DF0BD  AND  HBLB08E.    ' 

Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Spot  Pond,  Sloneham. 

(ITDralMC  of  orguluni  per  eublo  MDilmeUr.) 
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TabU  showing  Seighls  of  iVnUr  tn   Spot  Pond  on  the  Dates  when  Samples  of 
Water  were  eollecled  for  Analysis  in  1894. 
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MAUJBN. 

Watek  Supply  of  Malden. 
During  1894  the  works  tor  obtaining  ground  water  at  Maplewood 
were  enlarged  by  putting  in  26  additional  wells.  The  new  wells 
are  each  2J  inches  in  diameter  and  average  41  feet  in  depth.  They 
are  located  24  feet  apart,  in  a  line  100  feet  from  the  westerly  edge 
of  the  driveway  between  Eastern  Avenue  and  the  drinking  fountain 
at  the  pumping  station. 


Chemical  Examination  oj    WaUr  from   Tubular  WdU  at  Maptewood  {Webster 
Park),  Maiden. 

[Put*  POT  1I»,0(».] 
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MALDBN. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  frmn  Tabular  Test   WelU  in  the  Vieinitjf  of 
Maplevtood,  Malderu 

[Putip«TlO0,<IOO.] 
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MicToacopicai  Examination. 


Chemical  ExatHinaCian  of  WtUer  from  Tubular  Test  Wells  Soulh-iDcst  of  Martin'g 

I'ond,  North  Reading. 
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mamcitesteb. 
Water  Supply  op  Manchebteb. 
Chtmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WeU  of  the  ManchcsUr  Water  Works. 

[Paiti  per  100,000.] 
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Microseopicat  Examination. 
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Water  Supplt  of  Marblehead. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Large  CoUeeUng  Well  of  the  Marblehead 
W(Uer  Works. 
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MABBIiBHEAI>. 

Microicopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Large  Collecting   Well  of   the 
Marblcitead  Water  Works. 

[NnmlMT  or  orguilam*  pec  cubic  cnitlmeUr.] 
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Chemical  ExaminaHon  of  Water  from  the  Small  Collecling  WeU,  MarbUkead. 
[Put!  par  1i)0.(WO.] 
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Microncopical  Examination. 
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MARBLEHEAD. 

Chemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  WeUs  in  the  Vallet/  oj  Forest  Biver, 
Salem. 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ware's  Pond,  itarbUhead. 
[Put*  p«r  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Marlborouqh. 
During  the  spring  of  1894,  from  February  to  May  inclusive,  a 
little  over  44,000,000  gallons  of  water  were  pumped  from  Millhnm 
Brook  for  the  supply  of  the  city.  Of  this  amount  18,000,000  gal- 
lons were  pumped  directly  into  the  distributing  reservoir  and  the 
remainder  into  Lake  Williams.  The  quantity  drawn  from  the  brook 
amounted  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  the  total  quantity  consumed  by  the 
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MARI.BOROn6H. 


city  during  the  year.  A  dam  is  now  being  constructed  on  this 
brook  below  the  pumping  station  and  below  the  junction  with  a 
northerly  branch,  to  form  a  large  storage  reservoir  from  which  water 
can  be  drawn  by  the  present  pumpa. 

A  separate  pipe  system,  for  fire  protection  only,  covering  about  3 
miles,  was  constructed  in  1894.  Connected  with  this  system  is  a 
covered  iron  tank  30  feet  in  diameter  and  35  feet  in  height,  elevated 
on  a  trestle  75  feet  in  height. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Lake  Williams,  Marlborough. 
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Microscopical  Examinaliort, 
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C^em4eal  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  MillAam  Brook,  MarlborougH. 

[Put*  par  100,000.] 
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Mioroseopicai  ExaminaUon. 
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Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Faueeti  in  Martbontugh. 

[Putt  pw  100,000.] 
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Microtoopical  Examination. 
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Wateb   Supply  op    Brant  Kock,  Mahshfibld.  —  Brant    Bock 
Water  Company. 

Chemicnl  Examinalion  of  Waterfront  the  Works  of  Ihe  Brant  Rock  WiUtr  Company . 

[fum  per  100.000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Maynard. 

Chetnicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Maynard  Wattr  Works. 
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MAYNAKD. 

Mieroseopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Maytiard  Water  Works. 

u  p*r  cDblfl  oanUnMtar,] 
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Chemical  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  a  Spring,  Medfietd. 

[Part*  p«  100,000.] 
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Mieroteopical  Examinalion. 
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Watbe  Supply  of  Mbdpobd. 

Ab  noted  in  the  previous  aDoual  report,  works  Tvere  coDBtructed 
early  in  1894  for  pumping  water  for  the  supply  of  the  city  of  Med- 
ford  from  three  small  brooks  flowing  from  a  water-shed  which  is 
contiguous  to  that  of  Spot  Pond  on  the  south.  On  the  largest  of 
the  brooks  is  situated  a  small  ice  pond  known  as  Wight's  Pond. 
The  works  were  of  a  temporary  character,  constructed  with  a  view 
to  utilizing  the  water  of  these  streams  during  times  of  high  flow. 
More  permanent  works  are  in  process  of  construction,  with  a  view 
to  securing  a  larger  quantity  of  water  from  this  source,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  higher  portions  of  the  city  by  means  of  a 
high-aerrice  system.  During  1694  the  pump  was  run  from  January 
24  to  May  24  inclusive,  and  irom  December  20  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  water  being  discharged  into  the  main  leading  from  Spot 
Pond  to  the  town,  the  surplus  not  used  by  the  town  going  back  into 
the  pond. 

Further  information  regarding  the  water  supply  of  Medford  from 
Spot  Fond  and  analyses  of  water  from  the  pond  may  be  found  on 
pages  220-222. 

Chemieal  Examiiiotion  of  Waterfront  (Ae  WrighCt  Pond  Source,  Medford. 
[Puu  pw  lOMoo.] 
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MicroKopieal  Bxamination. 
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MBLBOSE. 

Water  Supply  of  Melrose. 
For  informatiOD  regarding  the  water  supply  of  Melrose  from  Spot 
Pond  and  for  analyses  of  water  from  the  pond  see  pages  320-232. 
The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  auxiliary 
ground-water  supply  introduced  in  1894  are  given  in  the  following 
table.  This  source  furnished  about  one-third  of  the  water  used  by 
the  town  in  1894. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  WelU  in  the  Vailei/  of  Spot  Pond 
Brook,  near  Wyoming  Avenue,  used  aa  an  Additional  Source  of  Water  Supply 
Jor  Metroae, 

[P*ru  pw  100,000.] 
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Mendon. 
Chemical  Examtnalion  of  Walerfrom  Mendon  Pond,  Mtndon. 
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Itiicrosoopicat  Examination  of  WaCer  from  Mendon  Pond,  Mendon. 
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METHUEN. 

Water  Supply  of  Methuen. 

The  works  are  owned  by  the  town,  and  were  completed  in  the 
latter  part  of  1894.  The  supply  is  derived  from  tubular  wells  in 
the  valley  of  the  Spicket  River,  near  the  point  where  it  is  joined  by 
Harris  Brook.  The  wells  are  each  2^  inches  in  diameter,  and  are 
in  two  groups.  One  group,  located  west  of  the  Miller  Road  and 
north  of  Harris  Brook,  consists  of  27  wells,  ranging  in  depth  from 
25  to  37  feet,  and  averaging  29J  feet.  The  other  group,  located 
east  of  the  Miller  Road  and  along  the  southerly  side  of  the  Spicket 
River,  consists  of  18  wells,  ranging  in  depth  from  25  to  32J  feet, 
and  averaging  28J  feet.  The  wells  in  the  westerly  group  are  con- 
nected with  a  10-inch  main  516  feet  long,  and  those  in  the  easterly 
group  with  a  1 2-inch  main  390  feet  long.  The  mains  connect  before 
reaching  the  pumps  at  the  pumping  station,  and  there  is  a  third  pipe 
laid  to  the  Spicket  River  for  drawing  water  from  the  river  in  case 
of  necessity.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the  connection  in  the 
future  of  a  pipe  from  Harris  Pond,  a  large  pond  about  two  miles  up 
the  valley  of  Harris  Brook. 

From  the  pumping  station  water  is  forced  to  a  covered  distrib- 
uting reservoir  on  Foster's  Hill.  The  reservoir  is  a  cylindrical 
chamber,  the  inside  diameter  of  which  is  95  feet  at  the  top  and  93 
feet  at  the  bottom,  and  the  depth  inside  is  21  feet.  The  wall  is  2 
feet  6  inches  thick  at  the  top  and  5  feet  6  inches  thick  at  the  bottom, 
which  is  2  feet  below  the  finished  bottom  of  the  reservoir.  It  is 
built  of  field  stone,  laid  in  American  cement  mortar,  plastered  inside 
with  a  coat  of  Portland  cement  mortar.  The  bottom  slopes  down- 
ward from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  and  at  the  latter  point  is 
6  inches  lower  than  at  the  wall.  It  consists  of  5  inches  of  American 
cement  concrete,  covered. with  a  layer  of  Portland  cement  plastering 
1  inch  in  thickness.  The  covering  of  the  reservoir  consists  of  a  brick 
dome  in  the  centre,  surrounded  by  3  concentric  brick  arches  8  inches 
in  thickness,  supported  by  brick  piers  connected  by  brick  lintel 
arches  and  by  the  outer  wall.  There  are  3  rows  of  piers,  the  diame- 
ter of  the  outer  of  which  is  72  feet,  of  the  middle  48  feet  and  of  the 
inner  24  feet.  There  are  30  piers  in  the  outer  circle,  20  in  the 
middle  and  10  in  the  inner.  The  piers  are  7  feet  6J  inches  apart  on 
centres,  measured  along  the  circumference  of  the  circle  in  which 
they  are  placed,  and  are  each  1(5  inches  square.  Over  the  top  of 
the  reservoir  is  a  filling  of  earth  and  loam. 
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MBTGCUBir. 

Water  eoters  the  reservoir  at  its  centre  near  the  bottom  through 
a  cast-iron  main  14  inches  in  diameter,  and  is  drawn  out  through  the 
same  pipe.  Provision  is  made  for  drawing  all  of  the  water  out  of 
the  reservoir,  if  necessary,  by  means  of  a  6-inch  waste  pipe,  pass- 
ing from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  at  its  centre  to  the  surface  of 
the  ground  several  hundred  feet  below.  An  overflow  is  also  pro- 
vided, extending  vertically  from  the  waste  pipe  to  high-water  level, 
which  is  20  feet  above  the  bottom  at  the  circumference.  An  iron 
ventilator  extends  from  the  centre  of  the  brick  dome  to  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  capacity  of  the  reser- 
voir is  a  little  over  1,000,000  gallons.  Distributing  mains  are  of 
cost  iron,  service  pipes  are  of  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  frmn  (he  Tubular  Welti  oj  the  Melhuen  Water 
Works. 
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MBTHUBN. 

Chemical  ExamiruUion  of  Water/rom  the  Covered  Reservoir  of  the  Met&uen 
Waler  Works. 
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Chemieai  Examination  of  Water  from  Bawkea  Brook,  Melhuen. 
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middi^borough. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Middleborouqh  Fire  Distkict, 

MiDDLBBOROnOH. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  WdUr  from  the  Well  of  the  Middleborough  Fire  DiUri*^. 

[Pan*  p*r  loo.OM.] 


^5 

s 

S 

A,„«..cr. 

iT 

— '■  II 

7 

^„ 

r" 

t 

1 

1 

1 

i  J 

nil' 

1 

ism 
uosi 

Jmw  ii 
Am.   B 

B.pt      S 
B*pt.  10 

0«t.     i 

Nov.     T 
Dee.      S 

V.iUilit. 

V..Hght. 

Sons. 
BU>ht. 

8,.,ht. 

SiifhL. 

Noixi. 

0 

08 

' 

OD08 

oooa 
oooo 

•MB 

z 

am 
ooas ; 

0020 
OOM 
ODW 

«3 
78 

.UBO 

'.otoo 

.0380 
'.0400 

.OMO 

.0000 

.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

.000! 

z 

.IIM 

..» 

.owi 

.080* 

',', 

.0340 
.0800 

.traoo 

.OSM> 

oioo 

.0380 

, 

1 

i«:  luu 

m   '■  n*™ 

Areraget  bi/  Fears. 


188It 
1888 

i8aot 


0.00  1 

8.U 

.MMi 

.WIS 

.08 

. 

. 

_ 

1    - 

0.00, 

a.oT 

.Ddol 

.0036 

.«« 

.1404 

.(1001 

0.00 

8.  IT 

.0001 

.0034 

.08 

.1110 

,0001 

0.0* 

o.u 

.ooo« 

.OOH 

.7» 

.o-j.-. 

.4001 

.0840 

0.00 

8.1. 

.0004 

-OOM 

.M 

.Oi71 

.», 

.0S04 

,.. 

r>  Ibu  DM  wmpls  *u  eollecKd  Id 


)l  No.  It0l&,  ttlDtly  dluiKMble,  bxamlDa  dUUnctly  mouldy  oa  haUIn);  of  Iha  oibar  n 
.  On  hullnK.lh*  odor  or  No.  13007  vudacld«dly|nuy.*Ddot No.  13273,  fulullj  mouldy.- 
It*  wan  collected  trom  ■  tiacet  it  the  pamplni  iluloD. 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION   OF   WATER   SUPPLIES.  239 

MIDDLE  BOROTTOH . 

Micnseopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  tke  Well  of  the  Middleborough  Fire 
Diairict. 

[Hnmbtr  ol  DrgmDtmu  p«r  cubic  cenllmaler,] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Faucets  in  Middleborough. 
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Water  Supi-ly  of  Middleton. 

(Sec  Danvers.) 
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hii,fobd  and  hopedale . 

Watbh  Supply  op  Milpord  and  Hopedalb.  —  Milpord  Wateb 
Company. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Milford  Water 
Company,  relative  to  increasing  its  water  supply,  may  be  found  on 
pagos  26  and  27  of  this  volume.     Analyses  of  samples  of  water  col- 
lected from  the  present  sources,  and  from  sources  examined  in  con- 
nection with  the  investigation  for  an  additional  water  supply,  are 
given  below, 
Chemical  BxamituUion  of  Water  from  the  Wells  of  Che  Milford  Water  Company. 

(Pith  p«r  100,000.] 
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MILTON. 

Water  Supplt  op  Milton.  —  Milton  Water  Cohpant. 

The  water  supplied  by  thia  company  to  the  town  is  purohased 
from  the  Hyde  Park  Wuter  Company.  Analyses  of  the  water  may 
be  found  on  pages  182-1S4. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  an  application  of  the 
Milton  Water  Company,  relative  to  taking  water  from  the  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pine  Tree  Brook  in  Milton,  may  be  found  on  pages 
27-29  of  this  volume. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  wat«r  collected  in  connection  with  the 
investigation  of  the  proposed  source  of  supply  are  given  below  and 
on  page  225  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1893. 

The  replies  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  school  committee 
of  Hyde  Park  and  to  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company,  relative  to 
the  water  supply  of  Hyde  Park  and  Milton,  may  be  found  on  pages 
21-24  of  this  volume. 


Chemical  ExamiiuUion  of  Water  from  Tubular  TmI  Wells  in  the  Valleg  of  Pine 
Trte  Brook,  Milton. 
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Water  Supply  op  Monson. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Modsod, 
relative  to  taking  a  public  water  supply  from  the  water-ahed  of 
Coonnt  Brook  in  Monson,  may  be  found  on  pages  29  and  30  of  this 
volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  Conant  and  Ingalls 
brooks  and  from  a  test  well  near  their  junction  are  given  below. 

Ch«micdl  Examination  of  WaUr/rom  G>nant  and  Ingalls  Brooks,  Monson. 

[Put*  p«r  lOO.OOO.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Test  Well  near  the  JuTtclion  of  Conant  and 
IngalU  Brooks,  Monson- 
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montagtts. 

Watee  Supply  of  Tdkneb's  Falls  Fieb  District.  —  Montague. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  PUatant,  Uonlague. 

[r>n*  per  IOO,D(».] 
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MONTAGTTE. 

Mienacopieal  Examination  oj  Water  from  Lake  PUatant,  Montague. 

(Nnmbar  at  Drgmnlim*  par  snblg  untlmatar.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Nahant. 
(See  StoompscoU.) 


Water  Sopplt  op  Nantucket.  —  Wanwacomet  Water  Com- 
pany. 
By  refereoce  to  the  table  of  averageB  by  yefirs  on  tbe  following 
page,  great  fluctuations  in  the  amount  of  albuminoid  ammonia  in  tbe 
water  in  different  years  will  be  noticed.  The  larger  amounts  have 
been  due  to  tbe  presence  in  the  water  of  abundant  growths  of  the 
organism  AnahcBna,  which  is  sometimes  present  in  great  numbers 
from  midsummer  until  October.  During  18!)4  the  water  remained 
of  satisfactory  quality  throughout  the  year,  and  in  the  microscopical 
examinations  of  samples  collected  for  analysis  no  Aru^xBna  were 
found. 
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NANTUCKET. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Wannaeomtt  Pond,  NaiUuckei. 
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NANTUCKET, 

Microscopicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Wannacomet  Pond,  Nantucket. 

[Number  of  organiama  per  euble  eenUmeter.] 
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Water  Sopply  of  Natick. 
Chemical  Eiami$tatxon  of  Water  from  Dug  Pond,  Natick. 

[Part*  par  VM.MW.] 
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NATICK, 


Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Dug  Pond,  Natick, 

[I^nmber  of  organUms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Table  showing  Heights  of  Water  in  Dug  Pond  on  the  First  of  Each  Month  in  1894, 

NoTB.  —  High-water  mark  is  13.0  feet. 
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Water  Supplt  of  Needhah. 


Chemieat  Examination  of  Water  from  Ihe  Well  of  the  Needham  Wilier  Worka. 

[PsrU  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


Water  Supply  op  New  Bedford. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  New  Bed- 
ford relative  to  taking  an  additiooal  water  supply  from  the  great 
ponds  in  Lakeville  may  be  found  on  pages  30-34  of  this  Tolame. 
Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  Little  Quittacaa,  Great  Qnitte- 
CB3  and  Long  ponds  are  given  on  pages  25^256.  For  analyses  of 
samples  of  water  from  Assawompsett  and  Elder's  ponds,  which  are 
now  used  as  sources  of  water  supply  by  Taunton,  see  Taunton. 
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NEW  BEDFORD. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Conduit  of  the  New  Bedford  Water 
Works. 

[PuU  ftr  HW.ODO.] 
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Microscopical  Examinatitm  of  tPater  from  the  (hnduit  of  Uie  Kete  Bedford  Water 
Works. 
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Oiemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Little  QuiUaeat  Pond,  LakevHte. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Little  Quittacaa  Pond,  LakevUle, 

[Namber  of  organUma  per  enbie  eentimtter.] 
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Table  showing  Heights  of  Water  in  Acushnet  Reservoir  and  Little  Quittacas  Pond 
on  Dates  when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  for  Analysis, 


181M. 
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Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Onat  Quittaeaa  Pond,  Lateville. 

[Part*  par  IW.OOO.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Great  QuiUaeoi  Pond,  Laieviile. 
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Chemicat  Examination  of  Waitrfntn  Long  Pond,  LakeviUe. 

[Pkru  pm  10^000.] 
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^B          banks  of  tbe  Artichoke  River  in  Newburyport,  may  lie   found  on 
^r          pages  .14  and  35  of  this  volume.     Analyses  of  samples  of  water  col- 

lot-ate  Ibe  wells  may  be  found  on  page  259. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  an  application  of  the 
Mayor  of  Newburyport  for  its  opinion  as  to  the  probable  efficiency 
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of  a  filter  coDstmcted  by  the  Newburyport  Water  Company  for  the 
filtration  of  W8t«r  from  the  Merrimack  River,  and  as  to  whether  the 
river  water  thus  filtered  would  be  safe  for  drinking  in  the  public 
schools  or  by  the  citizens  of  Newburyport,  may  be  found  on  page 
34  of  this  volume. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faacet  in  Newburyport,  supplied  Jrom  the 
Work*  of  the  Neiebttryport  Water  Company. 
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lUeroieopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Sewburyporl,  luppliedfnm 
the  Workt  of  the  Nemburyport  Water  Company. 


'" 

™,. 

Uir. 

Apr. 

MV- 

u^ 

JUj. 

*».. 

BtpLToBt 

H«. 

Dec. 

IIM. 

U 

IB 

18 

11213 

31 

11 

la 

ao      IT 

i!!M3;i«i« 

13U1 

1U13 

PLANTS. 
DlatomaoMB, 

FcoglUlte,     . 
6yn«ir..        .       .        . 

AlRSB,  Proloooccn*, . 

a 

0 

It 

41 
1 

It 
iS 

II 

4 

S 

ID 

4 
pr. 
T 

a 

0 

d 

0 

B 

a 
t 

1 
I 

B 

a 

! 

ANIILALB. 
InrUBorU, 

DlDabryDD.  . 

SSSKr'-:   : 

Parldlnton,  . 

: 

' 

n 

° 

1 

IH 

i 

pr. 

pr. 

H 

i 

0 

0 

■ 

s 

0 

m 
t£ 

41 

ll 

< 
3 

• 

ll       > 

4 

M 

I 

9 

B 

.1  . 

0 

0 

TOTil,  .... 

0       tt 

e 

_^ 

17 

_^ 

_1 

"I- 

_^ 

* 

*  DlilnugntMd  ramalu  at  w 


B  wan  pnMBt  la  Urf«  nnmlMn  to 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


259 


NEITBUKTPORT, 

Chemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Wells  in  Ihe  Valler/  of  Artichoke  Siver,  East 

of  the  Old  Newbury  Boad,  Newbaryport. 
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Watbb  Supply  op  Newton. 
The  works  for  obtaining  ground  water  for  the  supply  of  the  city 
of  Newton  were  extended  again  in  1894,  the  eztenstoD  in  this  case 
being  made  in  a  direction  away  from  the  river,  whereas  previous 
works  were  nearly  parallel  with  the  river.  Beginning  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  system  already  in  existence,  the  extension  is  a  brick  con- 
duit for  a  distance  of  dO  feet,  and  beyond  this  conduit  a  double  line 
of  24-inch  drain  pipe,  laid  with  open  joints,  excepting  at  places 
where  poor  material,  such  as  mud  or  quicksand,  was  encountered, 
where  the  joints  were  cemented.  In  places  where  there  was  a 
stratum  of  coarse,  water-bearing  gravel  beneath  the  stratum  in 
which  the  conduit  was  laid,  2J-inch  wells  were  driven  on  either  side 
and  connected  with  it.  The  conduit  is  embedded  in,  and  covered 
with  screened  gravel,  forming  a  layer  2^  feet  in  thickness  all  around 
it.  The  total  number  of  wells  connected  with  the  conduit  is  52, 
and  their  average  depth  is  about  35  feet.  The  total  length  of 
new  conduit,  including  the  brick  sectioo  already  mentioned,  is 
3,268  feet,  and  as  the  works  previously  constructed  had  a  length 
of  2,795  feet,  the  total  length  of  filter-gallery  or  conduit  is  now 
7,050  feet. 
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Chemieal  Examinalion  of  Waier  Jrom  a  Faucet  at  the  Netvton  Water  Worka 
Pumping  Slalion. 

[F>rta  par  100,000.) 
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Mieroieopical  Exnminalion  of  Water  from  a  Fauctt  at  Ou  Newton  Water  Works 
Pumping  Station. 
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i  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Covered  Distributing  Beeervoir  of  the 
Newton  Water  Works. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Coveral  DUtribuling  Reservoir  oj 
the  Newton  Water  Works. 
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Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Main  Underdrain  of  the  Byde  B 
Division  of  the  Ntwton  Sewerage  System. 
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Microscrqiical  Examination. 
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NEWTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Main  Underdrain  of  the  Cheesecake 
Brook  Division  of  the  Newton  Sewerage  System. 

[Tuti  par  100^0 
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Microsixpical  Examination. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Main  Underdrain  Beneath  the  Laundry 
Brook  Valley  Seioer,  Newton. 

[P*rta  par  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

So.  11018.    rnDgl,  Ovfwtftrlz.  4,000. 

No.  I1U3.    PiiDit,  OtnathrU.  480.    UlMaUanaoni,  Zodelaa.  14.    Total,  tM. 

Ho.  18804.    FoDgl,  OrtmMrta,  1,000. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Chemical  Kxaminalion  of  Water  Jmm  Tett  WclU  in  Ntedham. 

(Pmru  per  IM.OOO.] 
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Microscopical  Kxatninalion. 


No.  liUoa.    Kungl.  Cren. 


Wateb  Supply  of  Northampton. 
In  ISm  a  new  storage  reeervoir  was  constructed  on  Roberts' 
Meadow  Brook  between  the  upi>er  and  lower  reservoirs  cunstructed 
in  previoti3  years,  the  dam  being  located  about  500  feet  above  the 
upper  end  of  the  lower  reservoir.  The  new  reservoir  has  an  area 
of  2(!  acres  and  a  capacity  of  84,000,000  gallons,  which  can  be  in- 
creased to  114,000,000  gallons  by  means  of  flash-boards  3  feet  io 
height.  Its  greatest  depth  is  30  feet,  and  itH  average  depth  at 
ordinary  high-water  mark  9.9  feet.  The  reservoir  was  prepared 
for  the  storage  of  water  by  the  removal  of  the  soil,  Btumps  and 
vegetable  matter  from  the  area  flowed.  Provision  has  been  made 
for  drawing  water  from  the  brook  above  this  reservoir  directly  to 
the  city  if  desired. 
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NOKTHAMPTON. 

of  Water  from  the  Upper  Storage  lUservoir  of  the  Norih- 
ampton  Water  Works  on  Roberts''  Meadow  Brook. 

[Put*  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinalum  of  Water  from  the  Lmoer 
ampton  Water  Works  on  Roberts' 

[Put*  ft  100,000.] 
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Miavaeopieat  Examination. 
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north  attlebobough. 

Water  Supply  op  North  Attleborough. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  towa  of  North 
Attleborough,  relative  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  for  the 
town,  may  be  found  ou  pages  35  and  3fi  of  this  volume.  Analyses 
of  samples  of  water  collected  in  connection  with  the  investigatioa 
of  the  proposed  sources  of  additional  supply  may  be  found  on  pages 
267  and  268. 


Chemical  Exianiaation  oj  WaUrfrom  the  Welle  of  the  Nurlh  Attleborough  Water 
fVorka. 


[P.rt.  per  100,00(1.1 

, 

=  l|    \       Kr 

KiTueii. 

i 

J 

ISM, 

Aug.     3 

X 

v.iiiKhi, 

V.Jillght'. 

1 
None. 

1 

61 !  --V 

«.tO  I'.OOOO  l.oooo 

{ 

3 

1 

.0000 

j 

1 

1 

1 

M«6 

.0003 

.0001 

1 

3,1 

.01*0 
-OOH 

;E 

0=1.     15 
Dbc.    11 

V..llirhi,jv.illghl. 

Sllgbl,      'V.iliglil. 

mUkf. 
None.        None. 

0.00 

7.80    1.0008    .0000 
810    '  OOH  '  OOM 

.87 

.OSOO 

.0000 
.OOOO 

.0103 

3.0 

0900 
0380 
OOM 

u 

D.M 

..«:.«.|.«. 

.,. 

.mi 

.0001 

.om 

3.1  L«.™ 

Averages  by  Tears. 

- 

1«I. 

!    - 

- 

o.oo 
0.00 

«.J8 

.«*! 

M» 

so 

-ow 

.0388 

.0000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18801 

- 

0.00 

e.wi 

.0000 

.0012 

.u 

.0414 

.0000 

- 

- 

- 

JSOJl 

- 

- 

0.00 

E.BB 

.0008 

.0018 

.03 

.0410 

.0000 

- 

S.0 

- 

- 

19031 

0.00 

f-ta 

.0003 

.0008 

.60 

.04U 

.0000 

.0100 

1.1 

.00» 

1804 

0.04 

«.B4 

.0000 

.0010 

.70 

.osos 

.0001 

.01« 

3.1 

.OITI 

*  June  to  Deumber.  t  JuDBry  ( 

Nan  U,  mul^tea  of  IM4 :     No.  12888 
■loprd  In  No.  I20M. -Tbe  umplM  were  collected  either  from  tl 

Micro»eopicai  Examination. 
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NORTH  ATTLEBOEOUGH. 

Chejnical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faucets  in  North  JtUeborough,  supplied 
from  the  North  AUleborough  Water  Works. 
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Mieroacopieal  Examination. 


Cliemical  Examination  of  Water  frota  Test  Wells  in  the  VieinUy  of  the  Pumping 
Station  of  the  North  AUleborough  Water  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Microseopical  Examination. 
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NORTH  ATTLBBOBOI7GH. 

(^emieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Ten  Mile  River  above  the  VHiage  oj 
PlainviUe  in  WreniAam. 

[PuU  par  100,000.] 
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MicroKopicfU  Examination. 


Watbh  Supply  op  Noethbokodgh. 

Chemicai  Bxaminaiton  of  Water  from  tht  Upper  Setervoir  of  the  Norlhhorough 
Water  Work: 

[Puta  par  100,000.] 
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ChtmietU  Examination  of  Water  from  l&e  Lower  Reservoir  of  the  NorlMorough 
Water  Works. 


[P«Ui«,rM«,0O0 

] 

1 

Srr.^... 

EVIFOKA- 

.^.. 

i 

«":r" 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

|S 

i 

7 

4 

.nnon 

. 
^ 

ISMT 

Dtitldol 

OODI., 

3.M 

i.co 

.OHM 

.ni3H 

.„. 

green. 

1M 

i.« 

.Ui'JS 

.=, 

.^ 

■'""' 

1 

Dctly  Tagat&bia,  Mkd  of  Iha  » 


id  Moipla,  tl»  oUr. Tlw  umplH  vw*  ooUccMd  tr 


Microscopical  Examination. 
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Chetnicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Doane  Pond,  North  Brookfield. 
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Microicqpical  Examination  oj  Water  from  Doant  Pond,  North  Brookfleld. 
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(Stemieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  FiUered-viater  WeU  oj  the  North  Brook- 
field  Water  Works. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Mieroacopicat  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FiiUred^waUr  WtU  oj  Ae  North 
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irOKTON. 

NOHTON. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  certain  petitioners  in 
the  town  of  Norton,  relative  to  a  water  supply  for  a  proposed  fire 
district  in  that  town,  to  be  obtained  either  from  sources  in  the  town 
or  from  the  works  of  the  towns  of  Attleborough  or  Mansfield,  may 
be  found  on  pagea  36-38  of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of 
water  from  variouB  sources  in  the  town  are  given  below. 

Ohemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Ihe  Rumjord  and  Wading  Rivera,  Norton. 
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NORWOOD.                                                                                                                                                       ^^ 

Watbr  Supplv  of  Nokwood.                                ^M 
Chemicat  Examination  of  Water  from  Buckmasler  Fond,  Dedham.                H 

|ParU  par  100.000.)                                                                           H 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  fnnn  Bueknuuler  Pond,  Dedkam. 
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^H              OBANOB. 

^H                                        Water  Supply  of  Ohangk. 
^H              Early  ia  the  spring  of  1894  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  bad  a 
^H          disagreeable  taste  and  odor,  and  upon  making  a  special  investigation 
^M           it  was  aacertained  that  the  odor  was  caused  by  the  presence  of  the 
^1           oi-gnnism  Uroglena,  which  was  found  in  large  numbers  in  the  dis- 
^1           tributing  reservoir.     In  the  main  source  from  which  water  may  be 
^1           pumped  to  the  distributing  reservoir  no  Uroglena  was  found,  but  it 

^1           pumped  from  the  Greenhalge  Reservoir,  a  small  millpoiid  the  water 
^H           of  which  is  used  to  furnish  power  for  pumping,  which  was  not  ex- 
^1           amined.     After  the  distributing  resei-voir  had    been   emptied  and 
^H           refilled  the  Uroglena  disappeared.     A  deecription  of  this  organism 
H           is  given  in  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  1891, 
^1           pages  645-658,  and  a  statement  as  to  the  odor  which  it  imparts  to 
^H            water,  and  the  probable  origin  of  the  odor,  may  be  found  in  the 
H           annual  report  for  1892,  pages  370-375. 

^P               In  connection  with  the  investigation  as  to  the  cause  of  the  taste 
^1          and  odor  noticed,  many  examinations  were  made  of  water  from 
^1          sources  connected  with  the  Orange  Water  Works,  and  the  resulta 
^H           are  given  in  tables  which  follow. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  North  Pond,  Orange. 

[Hamber  ol  o^utima  per  mbls  initlmMar.)  • 
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ORANGB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Q)otidge  Brook  Raervoir,  Orange. 

[Puti  p«t  WD.OOO.] 
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ORAITOB. 

Ohemicai  Examinalim  of  Waler  from  tAe  Bitlr&uting  Reservoir  of  the  Orange 
Water  Workt. 
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OBAMOB. 

ilicroscopicai  SxanUaation  of  Water' from  the  Diatr^tUing  Beeervoir  of  the  Ormige 
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OnemUal  Examination  oj  Water  from  aFaueetin  Orange  mpplitd/romlhe  Orange 
Water  Work). 
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Water  Supply  of  Palmer  Fire  District,  Palmer.  —  Palmer 
Water  Company. 

Chemical  ETaminalion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Palmer. 
|r.fi.  per  100.000.1 
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PBABODT. 

ChemiaU  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Spring  Pond,  Peabody. 

[PirU  par  VM/M.] 
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PEPFERBLIj, 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Teat  Well  and  a  Spring  in  J^pperetl. 
[Put*  p«r  igo/MO.) 
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Watee  Supplt  of  Plymouth. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  LitUe  South  Pond,  Plymouth. 

[Part*  p«r  lOO.VOO.] 
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PLYMOUTH, 

Microtmpieal  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  LiOk  BotUh  Pond,  nymoulh—ComlndeA. 

[Knmbar  ol  oTganltat  par  mUc  oraUmatar.] 
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FROVTSCE.TO'SrS. 

Water  Scpplt  of  Protincetown. 
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PBOVTNCETOWN. 

CAemieol  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Faucets  in  Provineeioum. 

[Parta  pw  ICO^OOO.] 
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Microtcopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Faueeta  in  Provincetovm. 

IKumtwr  of  orguliiu  par  snble  ea 


ISM. 

Apr. 

Mu- 

,». 

- 

At*. 

8«pL 

OcL 

Hot. 

Dao. 

^ 

Hgmbaroliuipla,         .       .        . 

13 
U028 

ll 

inw 

laui 

mt! 

12014 

11 

> 
IS2» 

18«W 

IMM 

PLANTS. 
rimffl,OT«iiolhrli,      .       .       . 

i,7n 

H» 

It 

n 

1,tM 

H 

l,MO 

40 

I,lt0 

tn 

, 

0 

, 

g 

B 

9 

, 

, 

B 

■ 

T 

,m 

^ 

^ 

w 

l,aoo 

JH 

IfiH 

_!! 

1.-0 

wm 



»90 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


quiNcr. 

Water  Supply  of  Quincy. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Qaiocy, 
relative  to  a  proposed  increaee  of  the  water  supply  of  the  city,  may 
be  found  on  pages  38-41  of  thia  volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of 
water  collected  in  connection  with  the  investigation  for  an  additional 
aupply  are  given  in  the  tables  on  pages  294-296. 

Chemical  F.xnmiuation  of  Wcder  from  Town  Bronk  just  above  the  Storage  Reser- 
voir of  the  Quincy  Water  Works. 
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QUINCT, 

Microscopical  Examination  oj  Water  from  Tenon  Brook  jual  above  the  Storage 
Seservoir  of  the  Quincy  Water  Works. 
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QUINCY. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  Jrotn  Ihe  SCoritgc  Reservoir,  Qtancy. 

[Puts  p«r  100,000.! 
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QFINCT. 

Mcroaeopioal  Exatninalion  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Besenoir,  Quiney. 
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QTIINCr, 

7b6Je  shouting  Htighta  of   Water  in  the  Storage  Setervoir  of  the  Qutncy  Wattr 
Works  on  Dates  when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  for  Antdysis. 

[Hl|h-w>ler  muk  !■  M,1\  f«t  above  all;  bua.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Brooh  flowing  from  Ote  Pretent  Slorag* 
Reservoir  of  the  Quincy  Water  Works. 
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QUINCT. 

Mieroacopioal  Examinaiicm  of  Water  from  ike  Brook  fioioing  from  the  Present 
Storage  Reservoir  of  the  Quincy  Water  Works. 

[NumbcTofoigsnlanu  p«r  enble  ceoliniMer.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Brook  North  of  the  Preaeni  Storage  Reser- 
voir of  the  Quincy  Water  Works. 

[P«U  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  ExaTninalion. 
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QUINCY. 

Chemteal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Blue  Bill  Siver  where  it  «  crosned  by  West 
Street,  Braintree. 
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Water  Supply  of  Randolph  and  Holbrook. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Great  Pond  in  Uandolpk  and  Brainlrte. 
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Microicopical  Examination. 
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Water  Sttpplt  op  Reading. 

Early  in  1894  the  town  of  Reading  applied  to  the  State  Board  c 

Health  for  advico  aa  to  a   proposed  method  of  puri6oatitin  of  the 

water  supply  of  that  town,  and  as  to  the  propriety  of  RbandoniDg 

the  present  supply  and  seeking  a  new  Bource.     In  the  course  of  the 
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invest igntions  of  the  Board  io  connectioD  with  this  application  many 
samples  of  water  were  collected  for  analysis  both  from  the  present 
works  and  from  test  wells  and  other  sources  within  the  limits  of 
the  town.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from 
the  various  test  wells  are  given  in  tables  following  those  giving  the 
results  of  the  regular  monthly  examinations  of  the  water  of  the 
filter-gallery. 
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Mieroseopieal  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  FtlUr-galkry  of  t/ie  Beading  Water 
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Chemictd  Examinalion  of  Water  from  a  Tubular  Test  Well  in  Sanerojt  Meadow, 
Reading. 
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Chemical  Examinalxon  of  WaUr  from  Tubular  Teal  WelU  in  the  Valley  of  Ihe 
Ipswich  Biver,  about  One  and  One^alf  Miles  above  the  Reading  Pumping 
Station. 

[Piru  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waterfront  a  Test  Well  about  Ont-fourih  of  a  Mle  North 
of  Lake  QuanJiapouHU,  Beading. 
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Chemioat  Examittalion  of  Water  from  the  Ipswich  itiver  at  the  Reading  Pumping 
Station, 

[Fsrtii  par  HN.OOD.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

Dlutomaoea,  Wofmna,  1;  arammatophora.  6;  WniiiJurlo,  li  fiimiJ 
Splragym.i.  FoDgl.  OmolArir,T-  EhliopoJ.,  vlnioifta,  I.  InfuMiLn, /^ 
ZDifJoa,  188.    TOUI.IU. 


Water  Supply  op  Revere  and  Winthrop.  - 
Company. 

The  works  of  the  Revere  Water  CompBoy  for  obtaining  a  supply 
of  ground  water  at  Cliftondate,  Saugus,  were  enlarged  in  18H3  by 
sinking  9  tubular  wells,  and  in  18i'4  by  sinking  20  tubular  wells, 
all  located  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  near  the  original  wella.  The 
new  wells  are  all  2^  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  total  number  now 
connected  with  these  works  is  52,  ranging  in  depth  from  30  to  a  Uttls 
more  than  100  feet.  They  are  located  on  either  side  of  the  brook 
and  are  included  in  an  area  approximately  1 ,200  feet  long  by  150  feet 
wide.  The  material  in  which  the  wells  are  sunk  consists  in  general 
of  clay,  underlaid  with  a  stratum  of  sand  and  then  one  of  gravel, 
beneath  which  is  ledge.  The  gravel  stratum  is  from  1  to  10  feet 
in  thickness. 

It  was  noted  in  the  last  annual  report  that  there  was  a  sudden 
and  very  decided  increase  in  1893  in  the  quantity  of  chlorine  present 
in  the  water  of  the  wells  located  in  Revere,  accompanied  by  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  residue  on  evaporation  and  in  hardness, 
all  of  which  was  caused  by  the  infiltration  of  a  small  amount  of  sea 
water  into  the  wells.  During  1894  the  chlorine,  residue  and  hard- 
ness averaged  very  much  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  were 
much  lower  at  the  end  of  the  year  than  in  the  months  immediately 
preceding.  Some  of  the  samples  collected  in  1894  contained  an 
excessive  amount  of  iron,  a  condition  which  has  never  been  noted 
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before  id  the  water  of  these  welU.  In  tbe  majority  of  the  samples 
a  alight  color  was  detected,  which  has  not  been  the  case  in  previous 
years. 

Chemicat  Etcaminalion  of  WaUr  from  the  WeOs  of  the  Seven  WaUr  Company, 
at  Seven. 
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Miero»eopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well*  of  the  Severe  Water  Company, 
at  Severe. 

[Nnnibar  ol  orgulimi  p.r  ooblc  unUm.Ur.] 
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ChemicatExaminalionof  Water  from  Tubular  Wells  of  the  Bevert  Water  Company, 
at  Cliflondale,  Saugua. 

[ParU  per  IM.DOO.] 
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REVXBG  AND  WTSTHROP. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Hie  JHttributing  Reservoir  of  the  Revere 
Water  Company. 

[Put*  F«  100,001).] 
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ChtmiciU  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Fountain  in  Winthrop,  supplied  from  the 
Works  of  the  Revere  Water  Company. 
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Water  Sdfflt  of  Booki.and. 
(See  Abington.) 
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Water  Supply  of  Rookpoht. 

Works  for  the  supply  of  Rockport  were  nearly  completed  at  tbe 
end  of  1894,  the  source  of  supply  being  Cape  Fond,  located  nitbin 
the  limits  of  the  town.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  this 
pond  are  given  in  tbe  following  table,  and  a  statement  as  to  the  pond 
and  the  quality  of  its  water  may  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Slate  Board  of  Health  for  1893,  pages  45-47. 

A  communication  from  the  Board  to  the  Water  Commissioners  of 
Rockport,  relative  to  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  Cape  Pond 
by  tbe  waste  matters  from  a  glue  factory,  may  be  found  on  page  65 
of  this  volume. 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Cape  Pond,  Boeiport. 
[Paiu  p«T  100,000.] 
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.  Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Cape  Pond,  Bockpori, 

[Number  of  organiBins  per  cable  ceDtimeter.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Salem  and  Beverly. 

During  the  year  1894  Wenham  Lake  was  drawn  to  a  lower  level 
than  ever  before,  the  lowest  point  reached  up  to  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber being  about  11  feet  below  high- water  mark.     Works  for  in- 
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crettttiDg  the  supply  of  Salem  and  Beverly  by  diverting  the  waters 
of  Longhum  Brook  into  Wenbam  Lake  were  begun  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year. 

Chemical  Examinaiton  of  Water  from  Wenham  Lake,  in  Beverly  and  WenlMtn. 

[Parti  p«  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wenham  Lake,  in  Beverly  and  Wenham. 
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SALEU  AND  BBVZBLT. 

T(Me  showing  HtighU  of  Water  in  Wenham  Lake  at  TiiMt  t 
Water  wen  colUcled  for  Analysit. 
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SHARON-. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Shaeon.  —  Sharon  Water  CoMPAPrr. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Sharon  Water  Company. 

[Fart*  par  lOO.MM.] 
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Watee  Sopplt  of  Springfield. 

Chemical  Examinaiiim  of  Water  Jrom  the  Btceiving  Basin  of  the  Spring^eld  WaUr 
Workt,  at  Ludlow. 
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Xicroseopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Beeeiving  Basin  of  the  Springfield 
Water  Worka,  at  Ludlow. 
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Mieroieqpieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Ludlow  Seservoir. 
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SPRmOFIELD. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Jabinh  Brook  and  from  Knight  and  Gold 
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STOCKBKrDGB. 

Wateb  Supply  of    Stockbridgb.  —  Stocebridob  Water 

Company. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Avtric,  Stoekbridge. 
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Water  Supply  op  Stoneham. 

(See  Wakefield,) 


Water  Supply  of  Stoughton. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  a  Fatieet  at  the  Pumping  Station  of  the 

Sloughton  Water  Works. 

[Put!  par  100,000.] 
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Mien$oopieal  Saamination  of  Waler  from  a  Faucet  at  the  Pumping  Sltifion  of  the 
Stoughton  Waler  Worhs. 

INBdiber  ot  orB.I>l>Di.  ptr  cnblo  nallioMiir.] 
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CA«mjeaI  fzatRfnafion  o^  Water  from  a  Brook  and  Teal  Well,  coUecUd  during  an 
InvetUgaiion  for  an  Additional  Waler  Supply  for  BCoughlon. 
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swampscott  anb  nahant. 
Watee  Supply  of  Swamp8C0Tt  and  Nahant.  —  Marblehead 

Water  Company. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Marblehead  Water 
Company,  relative  to  the  use  of  Floating  Bridge  Pond  in  Lyon  as  a 
source  of  public  water  supply  for  the  towns  of  Swampscott  and 
Nahant,  may  be  found  on  pages  41  and  43  of  this  volume.  Ad 
analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  pond  may  be  found 
on  the  following  page. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wells  of  the  Marblehead  Water  Company, 
StoampicoU. 

[PuU  [XT  100,000.] 
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SWAMPSCOTT  AND  NAHANT. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from    Tubular  Wells  of  the  Murbkhead  WcUer 
Company  on  Paradise  Road.  SwampaooU. 


Microtcopical  Examitiaiion. 


Chemical  Exaninalion  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  Wcllf  of  the  Mnrhhhend  fl 
Company  in  the  Valley  of  Stacy's  Brook,  SmampscoU. 
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Micnueopieat  Examination. 


Chemieai  Examination  of  Waler  from  Flouting  Bridge  Pond,  Lynn. 

[PitrMpcr  100,000.] 
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TAUNTON. 

Water  Supply  op  Taunton. 

In  tbe  early  part  of  April,  1894,  the  direct  couDection  between 
the  filter-basin  and  the  Taanton  River  was  shut  off  and  wat«r  from 
Elder's  Pond  was  discharged  into  the  6lter-basiD  and  pumped  thence 
for  the  supply  of  the  city.  Id  the  latter  part  of  May  tbe  use  of  tbe 
filter-basin  was  discontinned,  the  water  of  tbe  Lakeville  supply  being 
discharged  directly  into  the  punip  well  at  tbe  pumping  station,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  tbe  year  all  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  city 
was  drawn  from  this  source.  The  filter-basin  is  held  in  reserve  for 
use  in  emergencies. 

Beginning  on  April  10,  water  was  pumped  from  Assawompsett 
Pond  into  Elder's  Poad  and  a  nearly  constant  level  was  maintained 
in  the  latter  pond  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  difference 
between  tbe  highest  and  lowest  levels  recorded  being  about  1.8  feet. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  Assawompsett  Pond,  LakevilU. 

[FhU  par  100,000.] 
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TAUNTON. 

Microscopical  Examination  oj  WaUrfrm 


Aiaawompaelt  Pond,  Lakeville. 
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TAUNTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Walerjrom  Elder'i  Fond,  Lakevitle. 

IPuU  ptr  IW.QOO.] 
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MieroaeopUal  Examination  of  Waterfront  Elder's  Pond,  Lakeviile. 
[Kninbtr  of  orsMiUmi  par  snbls  MntlmaMr.] 
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TAUNTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Filter-basin  of  the  Taunion  Water 
Works. 

[ParU  par  100,000.) 
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TATTSTON. 

Micro»copical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Filter  Basin  of  the  Taunton  Water 

Workt. 

[Mnoiber  of  orguiUmt  p«r  mblo  cedtlmaler.] 
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TAUNTON. 

CStemieal  Examination  of  Walerfrom  the  Taunton  River,  at  Taunton. 

{PiTM  par  100,000.] 
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Microscrypicai  Examination  of  WaUr  from  the  FUier  Baain  of  1A«  Taunton  Water 
Works. 
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(Aemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Taunlon  River,  at  Taunton. 

[Put*  per  100,000.] 
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TISBITBT. 

Watee  Supplt  op  Tisbubt.  —  ViNBTAHD  Havbn  Watee 

COHPANT. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Iht  FiUer-galUry,  at  Taahmoo  Spring. 

[Puu  ptr  IW.OOD.] 
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Ottmioal  Examination  of  Water  from  Crystal  Lake,  Wakefield. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Crystal  Lake,  Wakefield, 

[Nomber  of  organisms  per  oubio  c«otlmeter.] 
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The  following  *table  contains  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from 
test  wells  driven  in  the  northerly  part  of  Wakefield  in  order  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  obtaining  an  additional  water  supply  for 
either  the  city  of  Lynn  or  the  town  of  Wakefield  from  the  ground 
in  this  portion  of  the  town.  The  first  six  samples  were  from  wells 
driven  north  of  Lowell  Street  in  sandy  land  which  adjoins  an  ex- 
tensive swamp  upon  the  Saugus  River ;  the  seventh  from  a  well  on 
the  northerly  side  of  the  Saugus  River,  about  3,000  feet  below  Lake 
Quannapowitt,  and  the  last  from  a  well  at  the  northerly  end  of  the 
lake.  The  exact  location  of  the  first  six  wells  is  shown  upon  a  plan 
in  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  the  numbers  of  the 
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wells  as  given  in  the  tii'st  column  of  the  table  correepond  to  the. 
numbers  as  given  upon  tliis  plan.  The  depths  at  which  the  snoiplea' 
were  taken  were  aa  follows:  No.  8,  60.2  feet;  No.  4,  47.7  feetj 
No.  t),  37.8  feet;  No.  2,  36.2  feet;  No.  1,  4ii.O  feet;  No.  12,  35. 8^ 
feet;  No.  16,  26.2  feet;  No.  17,  80.9  feet. 

These  tests  ai-e  referred  to  at  considerable  length  in  the  report  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  upon  a  Metropolitan  Water  Supply, 
pages  31,  32,  47  and  48. 

[Piirt(pcrli»,0<M.] 
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Watee  Supply  of  Waltham. 
During  the  year  1894  the  water  of  the  well  and  tilter-basi^ 
been  almost  entirely  free  from  the  microscopic  organisms  whi 
were  present  at  times  in  abundance  previous  to  the  covering  of  t 
well  and  filter-basin  in  the  latter  part  of  1893.  From  June  19  toJ 
September  1  the  pumps  were  run  continuously,  excepting  occasiott^J 
ally  at  night,  and  very  little  water  was  pumped  into  or  drawn  from  I 
the  open  distributing  reservoir.  The  water  of  the  rese 
contained  on  an  average  a  higher  albuminoid  ammonia  than  in  any  \ 
previous  year  since  the  ei^aminatlons  were  begun,  as  shown  by  the  | 
table  of  averages  by  years  on  page  330,  and  very  large  numbers  of  [ 
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organisms  have  been  found  in  the  water,  especially  of  Asterionella, 
an  organism  which  was  present  in  great  abundance  in  the  earlier 
portion  of  the  year. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  Well  and  Filter-batin  of  the  Waliham 
WaUr  Workt. 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wdl  and  FUter-batin  of  the  Wailham 
Water  Works. 
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Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from   the  Diilribuling  Setervoir  of  the 
WaUham  Water  Workt. 

[Humbti  of  era»BliiB»  par  mUo  cantlmetor.) 
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(^emieal  Examtttation  of  Water  from  Chartet  River,  at  WaUham. 
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Miorotcopical  Examination. 

Dltaomaces,  OvmbMa,  1;  Diaioma,  1;  PInnulaHa,  \;  Sinudra,S.    Algv,  ClaiUrium,  1.    Voir 
nnolAHx,  ITS.    Varm**,  Soiiftr,  I.    HUmUumm,  Zaeglaa,  31.    Total,  ISO. 
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Watbb  Supply  of  Wake. 
There  has  been  a  great  reduction  in  the  amouot  of  residue  on 
evaporatioD,  chlgrine  and  nitrates  in  the  water  of  this  supply,  as 
will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  table  of  averages  by  years 
which  follows.  The  main  well,  which  was  formerly  the  only  source 
of  supply  of  the  town,  is  now  supplemented  by  water  from  a  spring 
and  system  of  tubular  wells,  a  description  of  which  was  given  in  the 
annual  report  for  1893.  The  water  of  the  new  wells  and  spring,  as 
indicated  by  the  analyses  of  samples  collected  in  1893  and  1894, 
contains  a  small  amount  of  residue,  chlorine  and  nitrates  when  com- 
pared with  the  water  formerly  drawn  from  the  main  well. 

Ckemical  ExamitMiion  of  Water  from  the  ifain  WeU  of  the  Ware  Water  Work*. 
[Putt  per  100,000.] 
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WABE. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from  the  Tubular  Wells  and  Spring  of  the  Ware 
Waler  Worka. 


[ 

BrUp< 

T  1....0..] 

1 

A„^.„. 

*...„.. 

»„..... 

1 

. 

i 

1 

1 

I 

i 

i' 

1 

1 

I 

1£1«3 

Jun.  Mj  V.rtlgbl. 

V.*U(lit. 

... 

i.K 

.„,. 

.cxns 

.» 

..» 

.^[^ 

,.. 

.aii» 

Microtcopieal  Examination. 


Water  Supplt  of  Onset  Bat  Fibe  Disteicjt,  Warehah,  —  Onset 
Water  Company. 

The  works  are  owned  by  the  Onset  Water  Company,  and  water 
was  introduced  July  27,  1894.  The  source  of  supply  is  Sturtevant's 
also  known  as  Jonathan's  Fond,  located  in  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town.  It  is  said  to  have  an  area  of  about  16  acres  and  a  maximum 
depth  of  about  25  feet.  On  account  of  the  sandy  character  of  the 
territory  in  which  the  pond  is  situated  the  limits  of  the  drainage 
area  are  not  well  defined.  Water  is  pumped  to  the  distributing 
system,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  an  iron  tank  20  feet  in 
diameter  and  40  feet  in  height,  supported  on  a  wooden  trestle  60 
feet  in  height.  Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron,  service  pipes  of 
galvanized  iron. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Onset  Water  Com- 
pany, with  reference  to  the  use  of  Sturtevant's  or  Jonathan's  Pond  as 
a  source  of  water  supply,  may  be  found  on  page  42  of  this  volume. 
Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  pond  and  from  a  faucet  sup- 
plied from  the  pond  follow. 
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VfASWBAM. 

Chemieal  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  JonaUumi's  Fond,  WareAam. 

[Parta  POT  lOOvMO.] 
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Microseopieal  ExamituUion  of  Walfrjrom  Jotmlhan^i  Pond,  Wartham. 
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Wateb   Supply   or  Watbbtoww   and  Belhont.  —  Watektown 

Wateh  Supply  Company. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Watertown  Water 

Supply  Company,  relative  to  certain  proposed  plana  for  filtering  the 

public  water  supply  of  these  towns,  oiay  be  foood  on  pages  42-44  of 
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WATEBTOWX  AND  BELHONT. 

this  volume.  A  statement  with  regard  to  iDveatigations  made  id 
coDnectioD  with  this  application  may  be  found  on  page  311  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1893,  and  analyses  of  samples  of 
water  collected  in  connection  with  the  investigations  may  be  found 
on  pages  314  and  315  of  the  same  report. 

ClUmfcal  Examinaiiojt  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  tn  lAe  Pumping  Station  of  the 

Waleriown  Water  Supply  Company. 

[PartapMiga/KM.] 
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WATBBTOWN  AND  BELMONT. 


Mieroicopieal  Sxaminalion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  the  Pumping  Station  oj 
the  Waiertown  Water  Supply  Company. 
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CAemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Watertown,  gupplied  fro) 
Works  of  (he  Waterlown  Water  Supply  Company. 
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MieroKopieal  Examination  of  Waier  from  a  Faucet  in  Waierloum,  supplied  from 
the  Works  of  the  Waterlmon  Water  Svpply  Company. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faiuxt  in  Belmont,  tupplied  from  the 
Work*  of  the  Waterlown  Water  Supply  Company. 
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tvatlanb. 

Water  Scpplv  of  Watland. 

Chemical  Examination  oj  Water  from  the  Filter-ijallery  of  the  Wayland  Water 
Worts. 
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Microtcopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FiUer-gallery  of  the  Wat/land  Water 
Worts. 
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Wateb  Sdpplt  op  Webster. 

Chemical  Examinatioti  of  Waitr  from  the  WeU  of  the  WebaUr  WaUr  Works. 
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Mieroaeopieal  ExamimUion. 


Water  Sopplt  of  Welleslet. 

Chtmical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Filter-gallery  of  the  WtUealey   WaUr 
Worka. 

[Pert,  per  lOO.OOO.] 
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TVELI.E9LET. 

Chemical  E:caminaCiOH  of  Water  j'rom  the  mil  of  the  Wellealey  Water  Works. 
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.WESTBOBOUGH. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Upper  Sandra  Beservoir,  West" 

borough, 

[Nnmb«r  of  organltmt  per  cnMo  centimeter.] 
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■Chtmical  Examination  of  Water  from  tht  Lower  Sandra  Betervoir,  Watborough. 

[PuU  par  100,000.1 
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iiicrosoopieal  Examination  of  WaUr  fivm  the  Lower  Sandra  Reservoir,   Weat- 
borough. 


[tTnmbarof 

■"»"'"» 

par  cnble 

•""""• 

■1 

laM. 

J.n. 

ll«. 

MW- 

JBIJ. 

Bfl.L 

Kot. 

18 

It 

IT 

is 

It 

13 

Nurdbarof  umpl 

llOSS 

llBOl 

iiai 

laMO 

1»M 

13S13 

PLAKTB. 

Diatom  oeen, 

0 

1 

n 

0 

t 

t 

DUIonw, 

MelMl" 

T«b«ll.ri«,  '.'.'.'.'.'. 

% 

0 

7 

% 

s 

s 

0 

; 

! 

% 

s 

s 

D 

0 

0 

t 

0 

B 

Alg» 

I 

1 

0 

4 

t 

0 

lUphWlBO. 

S 

I 

s 

! 

J 

0 

Pungl,  Crmothrli 

■ 

( 

0 

4 

4 

0 

No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  343 

WE8TBOBOUGH. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  Lower  Sandra  Reservoir^  West' 

borough  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  organisma  p«r  cable  eentlmeter.] 
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Water    Supply    of    Westboeough    Insane    Hospital,    West- 
borough. 

The  water  of  the  tubular  wells  from  which  the  main  supply  of  the 
hospital  is  derived  has  been  characterized  since  the  examinations  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  were  begun  by  a  high  free  ammonia, 
which  has  increased  with  considerable  regularity  from  year  to  year. 
In  the  year  1894  the  increase  has  been  much  more  marked  than  in 
previous  years,  and  the  amount  of  iron  is  much  greater  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  iron  in  the  water  oxidizes  on  exposure  to  the 
air  and  precipitates,  giving  the  water  first  a  milky  turbidity  and 
then  causing  a  rusty  sediment  to  deposit. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  as  to 
whether  the  water  of  Chauncy  Pond  would  be  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes  if  filtered,  may  be  found  on  page  44  of  this 
volume. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


ChemieiU  Examination  of  Water  Jnm  the  Tubular  Wella  at  the  Westborough 
Intone  SotpiUd. 
[P»n*  par  100.01)0.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  oj  Water  from  the  Tubular  Wells  at  the  Wesiborough 
Insane  Hospital. 

(Nomberof  organlamapar  oDbia  eantinutar.] 
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■WESTFIELD. 

Wateb  Supply  or  Westtield. 
Chemieai  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  the  WeatJUld  Water  Works, 
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Mcroseppieo;  Examination. 
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Wateb  Scpplt  op  Horse  Neck  Beach,  Westpobt. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  Mr.  Thomas  B.  Tripp 
of  New  Bedford,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  a  water  supply  at 
Horse  Xeck  Beach,  a  eammer  resort  in  Westport,  may  be  found  on 
pages  44  and  45  of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  ooU 
lected  in  connection  with  the  investigations  of  the  Board  are  given 
below. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Tubular  Weil  and  i 

[PirU  par  100^.) 


Spring,  Wetlport. 


1 

A,r«.«c^ 

i 

— 

S,TJO<,„ 

^ 

1 

^ 

J 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i^ 

1 

1 

1 

r 

1 
3 

i 

120TT 

ApiU  31 

"^:: 

Mli 

.DOM 

2.01 

.3100 

.0001 

,om 

.0100 

1MT8 

April   21 

V..UgbL 

0.00 

«,» 

.0000 

.OOM 

l.U 

.MJO 

.0000 

1.* 

.0000 

Odor,  BOD*. Tb*  BtH  Mmpl*  wu  colltowd  from . 

athfl  Almy  Pann;  and  Iha  laat  umplafroiii  aaprlDf  IK 
le  wall  from  wblcb  tha  Bnt  •ampla  waa  sollaalad. 


bnlar  vail  100  faat  «<at  of  tba  I 


3tiero»eopical  Examination. 

.    GyaDophyoaBt  Otctitariat  fl 
.    Dlatomaor-   " — '---'-  ■■ 


346  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

WE  i' MOUTH. 

Watee  Sdpplt  op  Wetmouth. 
Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrJrom  Qreat  Pond,  iti  Wegmoulh. 
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Microtcopieal  ExamiTUUion  of  Water  from  Oreal  Fond,  in  Weymouth. 

[NaaitMt  ot  oraioluai  per  sdUs  sntlawtw.] 
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WEYMOUTH, 

Microteopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Oreal  Pond,  in  Weymouth  —  CoDclnded. 

(Nambtr  ol  orfulimj  p«[  sdUo  MatlsMUc] 
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Watbb  Supply  op  Wihchendon. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  committee 
of  the  towD  of  Winchendon,  relative  to  introducing  a  water  sup- 
ply into  the  town,  may  be  found  on  pages  45-53  of  this  volume. 
Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  daring  the  inrestigationa  of 
the  Board  are  given  below.  Analysea  of  samples  of  water  from 
Upper  Naukeag  Fond  may  be  found  on  page  77  of  this  volume. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Beaman  Brook,  in  Winchen^n. 
[P*rU  par  lOO.OM.] 
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WINCHBinJON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Ji-om  Teit  WelU  in  the  iV«nJ*c«  Meadow, 
Winehendon. 
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CSiemieal  ExaminaUon  of  Water  fimn  Mitler''t  Biver,  above  Winehendon. 
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Mieroscopical  Examination, 
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■WINCHESTEE. 
WaTBH    SuPPLr   OP    AViNCHESTBR. 


[Farla  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Lake  QuinHgamond. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  EIVEES. 


Regular  monthly  examiaations  have  been  made  during  the  year 
1894  of  the  waters  of  the  BlackBtoue,  Charles,  Deerfield,  Hoosac, 
Hoasatoniu,  Merrimack,  Nashua,  Meponset,  Sangus,  Shawsbeen, 
Taunton  and  Ware  Eirers,  and  occasional  examinations  of  other 
rivers  in  the  State.  Of  these,  the  examinations  of  the  Charles, 
Deerfield,  Shawsheen,  Ware  and  a  large  portion  of  those  of  the 
Nashua  were  made  in  connection  with  the  investigation  for  a  metro- 
politan water  supply.  Examinations  were  made  of  three  streams, 
the  Assabet  in  Maynard  and  Acton,  the  Green  River  id  Deer6eld 
and  Greenfield,  and  the  Miller's  River  at  Orange,  in  consequence  of 
complaints  as  to  their  sanitary  condition. 

Nearly  all  of  the  results  of  these  examinations  will  be  found 
arranged  alphabetically  by  rivers  in  the  pages  which  follow,  but 
some  of  them  are  given  on  preceding  pages  in  connection  with  the 
examinations  of  water  supplies,  under  the  names  of  the  towns  where 
the  samples  were  collected,  as  follows ;  — 
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NepoDset  at  Hyde  Park 186 

Merrimack  at  Lawrence, 190 

Merrimack  at  Lowell, S02 

Sangus  at  Saugua, S15-217 

Taunton  at  TanntOD, 93fi 

ASSABET   RiVEB. 

Chemical  Examinntion  of  Water  from  the  Astabet  River  aitd  TMutartes  above 
NoTthborough. 

[PhU  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Aasabet  Biver  in  Maynard  and  Aelon. 
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ASSABET  RIVER. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Assdbet  Biver  in  Maynard  and  Acton, 

[Noinb«r  of  organisms  per  cubic  ceotimeter.] 


1894. 


Sept. 


Sept. 


Sept. 


Sept 


Sept. 


Day  of  ezamiDatioD,  •       .       . 
Number  of  sample,    . 

PLANTS. 
Diatom  aceee. 

Cyclotella,  .  •  .  . 
Epitbemla,  .  •  .  . 
Bynedra,  .  .  .  . 
Tabellaria 

Aifir» 

Covroarlom,  .  .  .  • 

Byalotbeca,  •  .  .  • 

Protococcus,  .  .  • 

Bc«nedesmu8»  .  .  . 
Btauraiitrum, 

Staurogeoia,  . 

ZoUsporea,    •  .  .  . 

FudgtI 

Begglatoa,  .  .  .  . 
Crenothriz,  .       •       .       . 

ANIMALS. 
Infusoria 

Cryptomooas,      .        .       • 
DlnobryoD  cases, 
MallomoDas, 

Mouas, 

Pfridlnlom,  .        .        .        . 
TracbelomoDaa,    . 
Vortlcella,     .       .        .        . 

MiscellaneouSt  ZoSglcea,   .       . 

Total, 


0 

6 

0 

0 

12871 

12872 

12873 

12874 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

89 

8 

0 

80 

1 

0 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

0 

10 

8 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

48 

1 

50 

15 

0 

0 

60 

0 

48 

1 

0 

16 

0 

12875 


19 

0 
1 

4 
14 


18 

0 
0 
8 
1 
1 
2 
1 


118 

0 
116 


581 

2 

2,850 

1,800 

0 

0 

0 

100 

584 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2,800 

1,200 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

60 

0 

104 


600 


4,400 


2,000 


1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 


218 


784 


612 


7,300 


8,365 
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BLACKSTONZ:  IHVEH. 


Blackstone  River. 


The  regular  montlily  examinations  of  the  water  of  the  Blackstone 
River  have  been  continued,  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  results  are 
given  in  the  tables  on  pages  374—379. 

The  first  two  tables  contain  respectively  the  results  for  each  cal- 
endar year,  and  for  the  six  months  of  each  year  from  June  to  Novem- 
ber, from  the  time  when  examinations  were  first  begun  in  June,  1887, 
to  the  end  of  1894. 

The  operation  of  the  Worcester  Precipitation  Works  has  continued 
through  the  year,  under  the  direction  of  skilled  chemists  and  engi- 
neers, and  numerous  exnminations  of  the  sewage  and  effluent  have 
been  made  and  a  thorough  report  of  the  operation  of  the  works  pub- 
lished. The  State  Board  of  Health  has  made  no  special  examination 
of  the  works,  but  from  the  very  complete  statement  made  in  the 
report  of  the  superintendent  of  sewers  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  30, 
1894,  the  following  information  concerning  the  operation  of  the 
works  is  taken  :  — 

During  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1894,  an  average  of  12,500,000 
gallons  of  sewage  per  day,  or  a  total  of  about  4,562,000,000  gallons 
for  the  year,  were  treated  at  the  Worcester  Precipitation  Works, 
and  over  2,100  tons  of  quicklime  were  used,  making  the  amount  of 
lime  945  pounds  per  million  gallons  of  sewage.  The  sludge  removed 
from  the  sewage  during  the  year  contained  5,620  tons  of  dry  solids. 
With  regard  to  the  results  shown  by  the  chemical  examinations,  the 
following  quotations  from  the  report  just  referred  to  will  be  of 
interest :  — 


From  the  roUowiag  can  be  seen  and  compared  the  percentages  of  impurity 
for  the  year  1894  and  Sve  moatha  of  1893  :  — 


Per  Cent.  Organic  Matter  Semoved  from  Sewage, 


.».. 

1»M. 

P.tO«lt 

Toul  iRiDDDl  (bj  «y»jwnnlon) 

«.« 

M.U 

S.Dl 

>0.« 

M.U 

I.IT 

4a.4« 

».n 

1.TI 

u.« 
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These  results  are  obtained  from  daily  analyses  of  samples  composed  of 
twenty-four  portions,  one  taken  every  hour,  and  consequently  give  a  fair 
idea  of  the  result  of  every  sixty  minutes'  work  in  the  365  days  of  1894. 
Thus  the  results  of  the  operation  of  the  plant  under  unfavorable  as  well  as 
favorable  circumstances  are  tabulated,  and  the  general  efficiency  of  the 
plant  noted  therefrom,  which  seems  to  be  the  only  fair  way  of  judging  of 
any  such  work.  The  nearness  with  which  the  results  of  these  two  years 
agree  is  remarkable,  and  they  would  seem  to  show  that  the  grade  of  work 
has  been  raised  during  the  past  year,  as  the  figures  for  1894  include  the 
winter  and  spring  months,  which  bring  low  results  on  account  of  the  dilu- 
tion of  the  sewage,  while  those  of  last  year  include  only  the  driest  season, 
from  July  to  December. 

The  following  table  contains  the  monthly  averages  of  complete 
analyses  of  sewage  and  effluent  and  the  per  cent,  removed  by  treat- 
ment :  — 
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0.04 

0.70 

-1.81 

8SSo 

•     •     • 

««  1 

0.88 
0.80 
0.29 

0.95 
0.94 
0.14 

0.47 
0.41 
0.98 

5.00 
5.04 
0.36 

2.80 
2.00 
0.92 

8.12 
2.98 
4.49 

8.04 

2.78 

10.20 

8.87 

2.02 

28.80 

8.00 

2.51 

18.n 

2.00 

2.55 

10.28 

5.80 

2.08 

49.15 

0.14 

3.24 

47.23 

5.86 

2.91 

60.24 

0.21 

2.78 

66.84 

6.81 

2.00 

49.27 

4.95 

2.78 

48.84 

.801 
.020 
91.35 

.335 
.017 
04.04 

.838 
.018 
94.00 

.888 

.010 
97.48 

.268 
.027 
80.54 

.287 
.278 
4.88 

.802 
.288 
0.29 

.848 
.287 
10.82 

.200 
.202 
11.49 

.237 
.284 
1.27 

.248 
.222 
10.48 

i§s 

8§8 

8§8 

igs 

U:^ 

... 

S 

8 

S 

S 

8 

s 

1.270 
1.002 
10.80 

1.227 
1.088 
11.33 

1.291 
1.120 
12.78 

1.440 
1.227 
15.15 

1.107 
.052 
14.01 

1.078 
.940 
11.84 

80.0 

2.2 

04.84 

10.8 

1.4 

87.04 

18.4 
2.4 

80.90 

11.0 

0.0 

94.64 

9.4 

1.8 

80.18 

12.2 
1.2 
90.10 

20.9 

84.8 

-29.80 

27.8 

87.4 

-38.00 

29.8 

87.5 

-27.99 

88.2 

40.8 

-21.00 

80.0 

88.1 

-28.62 

84.9 

82.6 

-M.62 

05.9 
87.0 
43.86 

88.1 
88.8 
-1.84 

47.7 
30.9 
10.36 

44.2 
41.4 
0.84 

40.0 
89.4 
1.26 

87.1 
8S.7 
9.10 

18.8 

0.0 

06.48 

18.1 

0.5 

90.18 

18.5 

0.7 

94.82 

10.7 

0.4 

97.01 

9.6 

0.5 

94.73 

10.8 

0.0 

94.45 

oeoS 

•       •       • 

eoMOk 

18.8 
12.0 
13.04 

14.9 
12.1 
18.79 

10.5 
12.1 
20.07 

17.8 
12.3 
2.80 

12.5 
11.2 
10.42 

20.0 
12.9 
52.04 

20.0 
12.5 
53.53 

28.4 
12.8 
54.93 

88.2 
12.6 
02.80 

20.8 
12.8 
52.24 

28.8 
11.8 
40.86 

62.8 

2.8 

04.04 

23.9 

1.9 

92.04 

31.9 

8.1 

90.28 

27.7 
1.0 
00.88 

18.0 
1.8 
90.40 

28.0 
1.8 
92.17 

40.5 

47.1 

-10.29 

41.1 

49.4 

-20.19 

44.2 

40.0 

-12.22 

49.7 
62.9 
-0.44 

47.9 
60.4 
-6.22 

87.4 

43.7 

-10.86 

92.8 
49.9 
40.24 

06.0 
51.3 
21.08 

70.1 
52.7 
80.75 

n.4 

68.9 
80.87 

00.8 

52.2 
21.80 

00.4 
46.5 
24.07 

Sewage  for  year  ending  Deo.  1, 1894,     . 

Effluent  for  year  ending  Dee.  1, 1804,     . 

Per  eent.  removed,     .... 

•      •      • 

•  -i 
III 

III 

Sewage,  Angnat,  1894,     . 
Effluent,  Auguat,  1804, 
Per  cent,  removed,     . 

Sewage,  September,  1804, 

Effluent,  September,  1804, 

Per  cent,  removed,     . 

Sewage,  October,  1804,     . 

Effluent,  October,  1804,    . 

Per  eent.  removed,     . 

Sewage,  November,  1894, 
Effluent,  November,  1894, 
Per  cent,  removed,     . 
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BLACKSTONE  BJVEB.. 

AvEBAGES  or  Cheuicai.  Amaltbea  ofWatek  fkou  the  Blackstone  Riveb 
FOR  THE  Years  1SS8  to  1894,  inclcsitb. 

Blackstone  River  between  Mill  Brook  Channel  and  fA«  Sewage  PrtdpHalion  Works. 

{Fsrt*  per  100,000.] 
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blackstonx  riveb. 

Averages  of  Chemical  Amaltbbs  of  Wateb  frou  the  Blacxstone  River 
FOR  Six  Months  from  June  to  Novehber,  inclusive,  of  Each  Year 
FROU  1867  TO  1694. 

Blackstone  River  between  Mill  Brook  Chatmct  and  Ihe  Sewage  Precipitation  Work». 
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BI^CKSTONB  BTVXB. 

Brook  Channel  and  the  Worcester  Sewage  Precipilaiion  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  12660.    No  organiama. 

No.  13348.    Dlatomaeen,  Synedra,  60.    Infnaoria,  If(ima9,  60.    IClacellaneoaa,  Zodglaa,  10,800. 
Total*  10,000. 

The  other  samplea  were  not  ezamiiied. 

Rivtr  below  the  Worcester  Sewage  Precipitation  Works, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  13349.    iDfoRoria,  Ciliated  ip/u9orian,  100;  Manai,  100;  Mitcellarcous,  Zooglaa,  3,200.    Totali 
8,400. 

The  other  sainplea  were  not  examined. 
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of  Water  from  Bladatone  River  at  Uxbridge. 

[Parti  per  lOO.OM.] 
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BLACK8TONH  BIVBB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  firom  Blackslone  River  at  MUlvSU,  Blackstone. 

[Pmrti  par  100,000.] 
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Charles  Riteb. 


Chemical  £zamiwUion  of  Water  from  the  Charles  Biver  at  South  Naliek. 

[Parti  par  lOO.WO.] 
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Mieroieopieal  Examination. 

Araraga  nDmber  of  orguilaina,  TO  par  oDble  oanUmetar. 

Degbfield  Riveb. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  (o  the  town  of  Deerfield 
with  reference  to  the  pollation  of  the  Green  River,  a  trihutary  of 
the  Deerfield  River  in  that  town,  may  be  found  on  pages  63  and  64 
of  this  volume.  The  results  of  examinations  of  samples  of  water 
collected  from  the  Deerfield  and  Green  Rivers  in  connection  with 
the  investigation  of  the  pollution  of  the  Intter  stream  are  given  in 
Ubles  on  pages  381  and  382. 

The  results  of  examinations  of  the  Deerfield  River  at  Shelburne 
Falls  made  in  connection  with  the  investigations  for  a  metropolitftD 
water  supply  for  Boston  and  its  suburbs  are  given  below. 
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DBBBFIELD  BrVXB. 

of  Water  from  the  Deerfield  Biver  a6ove  Shelbume  FaOs. 
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Microtcopical  Examination. 
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of  Water  Jrom  the  Deerjield  River  at  Deerfield. 
[Parti  pat  100,000.] 
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DEERPIELD  BIVKB. 

(^emieat  Examination  of  Water  from  Ikt  Qrttn  Jftrer  m  Greei^UU  and  DeerfUU. 

IPMUpMlMbMO.] 
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HOOBAO  RiVEB. 

Regular  monthly  exnmiiiBtioDa  of  the  water  of  this  river  bare  been 
mado  during  the  year  1894  with  a  view  to  determining  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  polluted  hy  sewage  aod  manufacturing  wastes  from  the 
towns  and  villages  on  its  water-shed.  The  samples  were  collected 
nt  WilliamstowD  about  five  miles  below  North  Adams,  the  largest 
town  on  the  water-shed.  Regular  monthly  examinations  of  the  river 
were  made  in  the  years  1887  to  1889,  and  the  average  results  ob- 
tained in  those  years  are  given  in  the  table  of  averages  by  years  fol- 
lowing the  analyses  of  1894. 
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H009AC  RIVEB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jwm  the  Booaac  River  al  WUliamMown. 

[Paiti  pw  lOO^OM.] 
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HODSATONIO  RiVEB. 

Chemieal  Ezamination  of  Water  from  the  Sotuaionic  Siver  at  Jffew  Lenox. 

[Puu  p*r  100,000.] 
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Merrimack  River. 
The  usual  monthly  examinations  of  the  water  of  this  river  opposite 
the  intakes  of  the  Lowell  and  the  Lawrence  Water  Worka  have  been 
continued  during  1894,  the  detailed  results  of  which  may  be  found 
on  pages  190  and  202  of  this  volume,  A  comparison  of  the  analyses 
made  at  these  two  places  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  following 
table :  — 
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TUble  comparing  the  Anab/ses  above  Lowell  toith  fhott  above  Lawrence,  1894. 
[Puu  tm  loa.oxi.] 
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Id  order  to  compare  these  results  with  similar  ones  obtained  in 
previoas  years,  another  table  is  presented,  which  contains  the  in- 
crease in  impurities  as  the  water  passes  A*om  a  point  alioTe  Lowell 
to  Lawrence,  as  given  in  the  last  line  of  the  above  table,  and  the 
corresponding  increase  in  previoas  years :  — 

Inereaae  in  the  Amount  of  ImpurUiet  in  the  Merrimack  Biver  Water,  from  a  Point 
above  LoweU  to  Lawrence,  ai  determined  by  the  Regular  Monthly  Examinations 
of  Different  Tears. 

[Puu  per  100,DMI.] 
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In  the  following  tables  are  given  the  results  of  chemical  and 
bacterial  examinations  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  Merri- 
mack River  between  Lowell  and  Lawrence  on  a  holiday  following  a 
Sunday.  They  are  interesting  as  showing  a  condition  which  may 
exist  in  the  river. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Wattr  from  the  Mtrrimack  River  at  Various  Point 
between  Lowell  and  Lawrence. 

[Fut*  per  100,000.] 
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BacUrial  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  River 
between  Lowell  and  Lawrence. 
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Lake  Winnipiseooee. 
Id  connection  with  the  investigations  for  a  metropolitao  watei 
supply  for  Boston  and  its  suburbs  examinations  were  mnde  of  tbc 
water  of  this  lake  at  several  places,  and  of  the  Merrymeeting  River, 
one  of  its  principal  tributaries,  tho  wator-shed  of  which  cotnprisee 
about  ono-eighth  of  the  land  surface  draining  into  the  lake.  The 
first  table  given  below  contains  the  results  of  analyses  of  samples 
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of  water  from  the  Merrymeeting  River,  which  enters  an  arm 
of  the  lake  known  as  Alton  Bay,  from  Alton  Bay,  and  from 
the  main  portion  of  the  ]ake,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Alton 
Bay.  The  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  sample  of  water  from  the 
Merrymeeting  River,  together  with  other  investigations,  show  that 
while  some  of  the  streams  which  enter  the  lake  contain  water  which 
is  far  inferior  to  the  water  taken  from  the  lake  itself,  yet  the  ex- 
cellent opportunity  which  the  water  has  in  this  great  lake  for 
bleaching  and  otherwise  becoming  purified  by  storage  produces  a 
water  which  is  practically  colorless,  very  soft  and  contains  only  a 
email  amount  of  organic  matter. 

With  a  view  to  learning  whether  in  the  deeper  portions  of  the 
lake  there  was  any  accumulation  of  decomposing  organic  matter, 
such  as  has  been  found  in  some  cases  at  the  bottom  of  large  lakes 
and  storage  reservoirs  during  the  period  of  stagnation  in  summer, 
samples  of  water  were  collected,  at  intervals  of  10  feet  from  the 
surface  to  the  bottom,  at  a  place  where  the  lake  was  110  feet  in 
depth,  and  the  results,  given  in  the  table  on  page  388,  show  that 
the  water  is  of  practically  the  same  character  at  the  bottom  as  at  the 
surface.  The  temperature  at  the  surface  at  the  time  the  samples 
were  collected  wns  70.5°  F.,  while  the  temperature  at  the  bottom 
was  51.6°  F. 


Gtemicat  Examinalion  oj  Water  from  the  Merrymeeting  River  and  Lake  Winni- 
piaeogee.  New  Eampihire. 

[Firu  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  SxaminaUon  of  WaUrfrom  Lakt  Witmipiteogee  at  Lakepwi,  New 

Bampthire,  coUecUd  at  VarioM  Deptht. 

[Piiu  p«r  100,000.] 
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MicTOScopicai  ExamituUion  of  Water  front  Lake  Winnipiaeogee,  Lakeport,  Neui 
Sampthire,  at  Various  D^th». 

[N  nialwr  ot  orgulama  per  cnblo  WDtlnialar.] 
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Microscopical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  Lakeporl,  Xeu) 
Hampshire,  at  Various  Depths  —  CoDcluded. 

[Kambf  r  of  ortuUm*  par  < 
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Che7niettt  Examination  of  Water  from  MUler't  Biver  at  Athol  and  Orange. 
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Nashua  River. 
Regular  monthly  examinationa  of  water  from  the  North  Branch 
of  the  Nashua  River  below  Fitchburg  have  been  continued  ns  in  the 
previous  year.  Weekly  examinations  of  the  North  Branch  just 
above  its  confluence  with  the  South  Branch  at  Lancaster  were  begun 
in  July  and  continued  until  December. 
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A  large  number  of  examinatioDS  of  water  from  rarioas  brooks 
and  ponds  in  the  water-aheds  of  the  Stillwater  and  Quinepoxet 
rivers,  which  unite  at  West  Boylaton  to  form  the  South  Branch  of 
the  Nashua  Kivor,  have  been  made  dunng  the  past  two  years,  and 
the  results  are  given  in  the  tablea  which  follow,  together  with  the 
results  of  the  regular  monthly  examinations  of  the  Quinepoxet  and 
Stillwater  rivers,  and  of  the  Nashua  Uiver  above  Clinton.  These 
examinatioDS  were  made  in  connection  with  the  investigations  for  a 
metr<ipi>litan  water  supply  for  Boston  and  its  suburbs. 

Weekly  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  water  of  the  Sontb 
Branch  of  the  Nashua  River  just  above  itn  confluence  with  the  North 
Branch  at  Lancaster  corresponding  to  the  examinations  of  the  North 
Brunch  at  this  point. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ihe  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River 
below  FilcAburg. 

[t^tU  p»  100.000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  just 
above  iU  Confiuence  wilh  the  South  Branch  at  Lancaster. 

[PkcU  par  100,000.] 
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NASHUA  RIVZR. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  Various  Soureea  within  the  Water-thed  ofti 
BliOwaler  Biver, 

[Puta  p«r  100,000.1 
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EXAMINATION  OP  KIVERS. 


NASHUA  RIVEB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  SliUuiaUr  Biver  in  Sterling. 

[PuU  p«T  100,000.] 
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NASHCA  BnrRB. 

Chemical  Exatninalion  of  Water  from  Varimu  8oun 
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toUkin  (Ac  Water-sAed  of  the  Quinepoxtl  River. 

[Parta  par  11X1,000.] 
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NASHUA  RIVKB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  Iht  Quinepoxa  Siver  in  Eolden. 
[Paiu  pw  100,000.] 
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NASHUA  RIVER. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  frtim  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River 
above  Clinton. 
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.stony  brook. 

Stony  Brook. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Blony  Brook,  Boston. 

[Paru  ptt  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  o^  Water  Jrom  the  Shawsheen  Siver  al  Wilmington. 
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STOSY  UROOK. 

StO-W    BliOOK. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waterfront  Stony  Brook,  Boalon. 
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Ortenwich. 

[Parti  p«r  l«l,0OO.] 


i 

1 

.„^„. 

KSp 

•.„ 

.m. 

j 

„™.., 

1 
1 
1 

t 
1  i 

i 

i 

1 

■^ 

i 

DnJnnld. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

A 

.i 

1 

18!!: 

ISH. 

Apia 

Ot.30 

v.  .light. 

Slight. 

Slight. 

Slight. 

:: 

3.W 

a.M 

l.n 

'Z 

■■■I 

.oiw'.oois 
.ooW'.oaiB 

.„! 

1 

.0000.0000 

Z 

O.B 
1.9 

Odor,  Mntlf  ngaUbli. The  aanpln  win  celtcelcd  trom  Iha  nlddl*  bnncb  of  tba  Sulft  Blv«r, 

Jail  iboTi  lu  eonauiDH  with  tin  wt  branch,  daring  an  iDTHtlgaileo  tar  a  Diairapoliun  waiir  aupplr 
(or  Boiton  and  lu  IBburti*. 


Microscopical  Examination. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  West  Branch  of  the  Bwifl  Riuer  at 
Enfield. 

[Parta  p«T  100,000.] 


I 

— 

"""vr" 

^..,.. 

:1! 

«"S- 

; 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11104 
13M11 

Did.  20 

v.iiighi. 
Blight. 

Slight. 
Uea.)-. 

n'.ii 

s.ii 

o.to 

.WRD 
.«H1 

!oOM 

.0100  .0008 

,0000.0000 

.oosoj.oooo 

:S 

". 

D.U 

l.il 

a.te 

.„„™,Q 

..„ 

T 



Odor,  Tcry  filntlj' tigilabti. Tb«  Hunplca  win 

Uvir  at  •  rond  crOMing  about  half  a  mill  abo**  In  eoQlIa 
galloa  tor  m  metropoliiaD  water  lapply  for  BoMud  and  lu 


tlieted  from  the  wnt  briDc: 


Mioroseopieat  Examination. 


Ku.  I3SW.    Toti 


40S  STATE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

TEX  MI1.E  BfVBB. 

Te*(  Mile  Riveb. 

Chemiral  Ezamination  of  Water  from  the  Ten  Mile  River,  at  AttttborovglL 
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EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 


WARE  niVEH. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  frwn  Various  Sources  within  the  Waler-shcd  of  the 
Ware  Siver. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 


,„.,. 

5 

1 

A»>....,». 

1 

5 

i 
1 

1 

3 

loosi 
logia 

Atnecorick  Pond  al  oollel,  HobbardMoll. 

Sut  Btnncb  of  Ware  Rlier  abnre  Iba  Tillage  of  New  Boaloo. 

Lung  Meada«  Btook  juit  aboia  War*  Rlirr,  Rutland. 
Bail  Brancb  War*  BlTar  above  Batre  Falla.  Battc. 
Waal  Brancb  Ware  RInr  abovn  Baira  PalTi,  Barn. 
Ware  River  below  Junction  of  Kaaland  Weal  Brancbea.  Bam. 
Ware  River  Juat  above  Ibe  village  of  amllhvlUr,  Bart*. 

a*D«ia  Brook  above  Bumahln  Klver,  Barn, 

Muddy  Pond.  Oakham. 

Snlpbnr  and  Iron  *prln(*  ■!  Cotd  Bnwk,  Oakbam.* 

Aog.ii 

A„tM 
ABtHO 

AUB41 
AtigSl 
AoiJt 
Ang.lZ 
Ad|.31 
Aii(.Sl 
Aug  JO 
ADg.W 

Ellgtal. 
DlKllncI, 
V.illiibll 
Slight. 

eiiihi, 

V.tllgbu 

BIlKbt. 

Bllgbt. 

V..,„b.. 

BligW.^ 

eiigbr" 

Decided, 
Qilda 

Slight. 

■S; 

Ulighi, 

'SI 

Ulighl. 
Sllgbl. 
Sllgbl 

v.riii*i: 

Blight, 

aHg'htT"' 
oiide. 

0.30 
I.M 

0.00 

0.70 

HMIDCK  OK 

KvaruuTlov. 

'"""'• 

1 

>m»,..;u 

t 

M 

1* 

1 

aunaacuD. 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1 
a 

1 

1 

S^ 

it 

1 

1.00 

*.n 
«.n 

I.U 

I.K 

o.« 

1.M 

a.oo 

l.M 

0000 
OOM 

oow 

0004 

Doog 
0000 

TOM 

.0»« 
.OIH 

.0378 
.OlM 

OMl 
MM 

OltB 

00S4 

.DOM 

,0C1M 
.DOM 
.OOM 
.0030 

.ooM 
.oou 

.00« 
.0031 

.IS 

.u 
.11 

.MOO 

.0000 

.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

.0000 

.OOOD 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 
.0000 

.0000 
.0001 

■ 

iin 

4110 

om 

0230 
OlM 

7033 

uu 

IMI 

0 

U7 

lag 

Ml 

ti 

[fiable  and  iweellr 


none;  of  lb*  laat,  pecnllar, 
lah. Tba  aamprua  waia  . 


eoIJeetad  duilDg  ai 


TfainilrMTttaToafetr 


SUMMARY 


OF 


WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS; 


ALSO 


RECORDS  OF  RAINFALL  AND  FLOW  OF  STREAMS. 


[408] 


Ill 


SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


At  the  end  of  1894  the  State  contained  31  cities  and  322  towns, 
an  increase  of  one  in  the  number  of  cities,  while  the  number  of 
towns  remains  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  town  of 
Beverly  became  a  city  March  23,  1894;  and  on  June  1,  1894,  a 
part  of  Longmeadow  was  set  off  and  incorporated  as  the  town 
of  East  Longmeadow. 

A  public  water  supply  was  introduced  during  this  year  for  the 
first  time  into  the  towns  of  Fairhaven  and  Ipswich  and  into  the 
portion  of  Wareham  known  as  Onset,  increasing  the  total  number 
of  places  supplied  in  the  State  to  149. 

In  addition  to  new  supplies  in  the  places  above  mentioned^  new 
works  have  been  constructed  in  the  town  of  Methuen,  a  limited 
portion  of  which  was  formerly  supplied  from  a  neighboring  munici- 
pality, and  in  many  other  places  additional  works  of  less  importance 
have  been  constructed  to  increase  the  capacity  of  existing  sources 
of  supply. 

The  following  table  gives  the  classification  by  population  of  cities 
and  towns  having  and  not  having  public  water  supplies  Dec.  31, 
1894.     The  populations  are  taken  from  the  census  of  1890  :  — 


POPCLATIOW 
(1S90). 


Number  of 
PUcM  of  Ulven 

l^>palation 
having  a  Fob- 

lie  Water 
Supplj. 


TotAl 
Population  of 

I'Uees 

In  Pracading 

Column. 


Number  of 

PlAceaol  Given 

Population 

not  naviiig  a 

Public 
Water  Supplj. 


fotal 
Population  of 

Places 

In  Preceding 

Column. 


Under  500, 

600-1,000 

1,000-1,500 

1,500-2,000 

2,000—2,500,  •••.•.. 

2,500>8,000, 

8,000-S,500 

8,600-4,000,  ...••.• 

4,000-4,600, 

Above  4,600 

Totals •       • 


0 
6 
6 
8 

8 

f 
T 


0 
4,666 

7,249 
18,867 
19,987 
S2,66S 
«,4M 


28 
64 
43 
28 
18 
17 
4 


9,772 
48,740 
52,810 
49,992 
28,116 
46,343 
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From  the  totals  given  in  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that,  although  H 
but  forty-two  per  cent,  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have  a  ^M 
public  water  supply,  yet  the  total  population  of  places  supplied 
represents  87.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  State.     In 
this  estimate  of  the  total  population  of  municipalities  supplied  all  of 
the  inhabitants  in  them  are  included,  and  it  consequently  includes 
rather  more  thiin  the  actual  number  of  persons  to  whom  a  public 
wafer  supply  is  available;  the  difference,  however,  is  not  large. 

There  are  now  but  7  towns  having,  by  the  census  of  1890,  a  pop..,^ 
ulation  exceeding  3,500,  which  are  not  provided  with  a,  public  watetf'B 
supply.     These  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  —                               ^M 

To.,,. 

IBM). 

TqWSJ. 

"tsr-f 

BI>ck>loa>, 

HllJbnrr,* 

B«kport.' 

*,«8 
4,390 

BiriiMBble 

XonhAodonr,       .       .       .       . 
MOD"".' 

-1 

•  Warkii  for  Ihi  (upplr  of  Urn  lowu  of  Ulllburf,  Rackport  mnd  Uodhd  wen  unrty  mmplet^  ^^H 

thecnilotlSBl.                                                                                                                                                   ^^M 

In  the  following  table  the  various   water  supplies  are  clussiGedfl 
according  to  the  dates  when  a  fairly  complete  system  of  supply  waa^| 
first  introduced  into  a  city  or  town  :  —                                                       ^M 

„.„ 

PliMt 

„.„ 

sri 

IWO-IBM,  InolDtlT 

IMO-IMB.  luelutiv. 

1810-1S».  iDcluilve,   .... 

UM-1U>,  lDCla>lre 

liM 

M 

ISM 

19M 

19M 

ToT*l, 

-  1 

Of  the  31  cities  in  the  Commonwenllb,  29,  having  a  total  populatioa^f 
inlSSlOof  1.306,670, own  their  water  works;  while  2,  having  a  totalH 
population  of  3S,598,  are  wholly  supplied  by  private  companies.    Of  ^| 
the  118  towns  having  public  water  supplies,  70,  with  a  total  popo-^J 
lation  of  356,079,  are  supplied  from  their  own  works,  while  48,  with-^l 
a  total  population  of  198,917,  are  supplied  by  private  companies.  ^| 

1,722,749,  against  237,515  in  those  supplied  by  private  compnoiea^H 
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The  following  table  gives  statistics  with  regard  to  the  coDsumption 
of  water  in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  this  State.  The  daily 
consumption  per  inhabitant,  obtained  by  dividing  the  average  daily 
consumption  by  the  total  population  of  the  city  or  town,  in  1894, 
is  lebs  than  the  amount  per  consumer,  because  there  are  some  in  all 
cities  and  towns  who  do  not  use  the  public  water  supply.  This  dif- 
ference between  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  consumers  accounts 
to  a  large  extent  for  the  low  rate,  per  inhabttaut,  in  some  towns 
where  worlta  have  been  in  operation  only  a  short  time,  and  in  con- 
sequence water  has  not  been  generally  introduced;  also,  in  towns 
where  there  are  villages  to  which  the  public  water  supply  has  not 
been  extended  ;  but,  after  making  all  ilue  allowance  for  the  varying 
proportion  of  water  takers,  there  is  still  a  very  great  difference  in 
the  amount  of  water  used  per  person  in  difierent  places,  which  it 
is  very  difficult  to  account  for. 
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Daily  RainfaU  in  Inches  at  Nine  Placet  in  Mas$achusetts,  Oeogretphieally  aeleetet 

—  Continued. 


BImr«li,  1904. 
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Daily  Rain/alt  in  Inekea  at  Nine  Places  in  Mastaehaaetts,  Qeographieaily  selected. 
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^^M           Daily  Hainfall  in  Inches  at  Nine  Places  in  Massachtuetts,  Qeograpkicnlly  iclecled   H 
^H                                                                  —Concluded.                                                            H 
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Flow  op  Streams. 

The  records  of  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River  for  1894  indicate 
that  the  flow  of  the  streams  of  the  State  was  slightly  less  than  for 
the  year  1892 ,  and  was,  with  two  exceptions,  the  least  during  the 
past  twenty  years,  the  flow  for  the  year  being  73  per  cent,  of  the 
average.  The  drier  years  were  1880  and  1883,  and  the  correspond- 
ing percentages  were  respectively  55  and  50.  The  flow  was  below 
the  average  in  every  month  of  the  year,  the  deficiency  being  most 
marked  in  the  first  five  months.  The  conditions  resembled  strongly 
those  existing  in  1892,  in  that  the  flow  of  the  streams  was  nearly  the 
same,  and  in  each  case  the  last  seven  months  of  the  preceding  year 
were  very  dry. 

The  effect  upon  communities  which  derive  their  supplies  from 
large  ponds  fed  by  small  water-sheds  was  much  the  same  as  in  1892, 
and  the  ponds  were  drawn  in  many  cases  to  a  lower  level  than  ever 
before ;  but  much  greater  inconvenience  was  caused  than  in  1892  to 
those  communities  which  derive  their  supply  from  large  water-sheds 
with  comparatively  small  storage,  from  which  water  usually  runs  to 
waste  in  the  spring,  and  which  are  to  a  considerable  degree  de- 
pendent for  their  supplies  upon  the  summer  flow  of  the  streams,  owing 
to  the  small  flow  during  the  summer  months.  The  flow  of  the  Sud- 
bury River  for  the  four  months  from  June  to  September,  1894,  was 
very  nearly  the  same  as  that  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1893. 

Table  shotving  the  Average  Monthly  Flow  of  Sudbury  River  for  the  Tear  1894y  in 
Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Mile  of  Drainage  Area,  also  Departures 
from  the  Normal  Flow. 


MONTH. 


Normal  Flow. 

Cubic  Feet  per 

Second  per 

(lk)uare  Mile. 


AOTCAL  Flow 
IN  1894. 

Coble  Feet  per 

Second  per 

Square  Mile. 


EXCKSS  OB  Ds- 
riCIKKCT. 

Cubic  Feet  per 

Second  per 
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February, 
March,    . 
April,      . 
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June,      . 
July, 
Augutt,  . 
September,     , 
October, . 
November, 
December, 

AVERAQB, 
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4.403 
8.141 
1.816 
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0.28« 
0.447 
0.S83 
0.778 
1.820 
1.548 


1.687 


1.072 
1.533 
8.468 
2.538 
1.200 
0.648 
0.240 
0.324 
0.231 
0.570 
1.203 
1.108 


1.19S 


—0.816 
—1.422 
— U.040 
—0.603 
—0.617 
—0.107 
—0.037 
—0.123 
—0.152 
—0.100 
*0.0W 
—0.440 


This  table  has  been  prepared  in  order  to  show  tbi 
tween  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury  Elver  during  each  :> 
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and  the  normal  flow  of  the  same  river  as  deduced  from  twenty  years*  H 
observations,  from  1875  to  1894  inclusive.     The  area  of  the  waters  ■ 
shed  of  the  Sudbury  River  above  the  point  of  measurement  la  75.3fl 
squtire  miles.                                                                                                    H 
The  next  table  shows  the  weekly  fluctuations,  during  1894,  in  the^J 
flow  of  the  two  etrenras  most  carefully  measured,  namely,  the  Sud- 
bury and  the  Merrimack.     The  How  of  these  streams,  particularly 
the  Sudl>ury,  will  serve  to  indicate  the  coodilion  of  other  streams  in 
eastern  Massachusetts  :  —                                                                             ^H 

Table  showing  the  Average  WecWi/  Flow  of  the  Suilbur'j  and  McrHmaok  Sivcn,  in  fl 
Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Afite  of  Drainage  Area,  for  the  Yeiir  2894.      H 
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In  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year 
1890  (pages  338  to  340)  a  table  was  printed  giving  records  of  the 
rainfall  upon  the  Sudbury  River  water-shed  and  its  yield,  expressed 
in  inches  in  depth  upon  the  water-shed  (inches  of  rainfall  collected) , 
for  the  sixteen  years  from  1875  to  1890  inclusive.  The  correspond- 
ing records  for  the  years  1891  and  1892,  as  taken  from  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  were  given  in  the  annual  report 
for  1892,  and  the  record  for  the  year  1893  in  the  annual  report  for  that 
year.  In  the  following  table  is  given  the  record  for  1894,  together 
with  the  average  of  the  records  for  the  whole  twenty  years :  — 


BainfcUl  Received  and  Collected 

on  the  Sudbury  River  Water-shed 

1894. 

MsAM  Foa  30  Tkara, 
1S79-1894. 

MONTH. 

Rainfall. 

Rainfall 
Collected. 

Per  Cent. 
Collected. 

1 
Ralnfkll. 

Rainfall 
Collected. 

Per  Cent. 
Collected. 

jADUAry,  

4.000 

1.230 

80.22 

4.388 

2.177 

50.18 

FebruAry, 

8.010 

1.596 

40.82 

4.278 

3.104 

72.64 

Mareb,      • 

1.485 

8.992 

278.19 

4.445 

5.076 

114.20 

April, 

8.416 

2.832 

82.93 

8.244 

8.505 

108.05 

May.. 

4.285 

1.498 

85.87 

8.485 

2.093 

60.06 

June, 

1.155 

0.728 

88.60 

2.891 

0.842 

29.12 

July, . 

8.255 

0.287 

8.82 

8.700 

0.380 

89.19 

Augaat, 

2.030 

0.873 

18.37 

4.212 

0.515 

12.23 

September 

2.035 

0.258 

.      9.79 

8.065 

0.427 

13.93 

October, 

5.345 

0.608 

12.50 

4.250 

0.897 

21.11 

November, 

8.425 

1.442 

42.10 

4.011 

1.483 

86.97 

December, 

4.810 

1.277 

26.55 

8.692 

1.785 

48.85 

Total 

8  AN 

D  A 

VXIU 

GEB, 

39.740 

16.182 

40.72 

45.006 

22.234 

48.75 

The  Sudbury  River  records  are  particularly  valuable  as  a  basis  for 
estimating  the  yield  of  other  water-sheds  in  Massachusetts,  both  on 
account  of  the  accuracy  with  which  the  measurements  have  been 
made  during  the  whole  twenty  years,  and  the  absence  of  abnormal 
conditions  which  would  unfavorably  affect  the  results.  It  is  there- 
fore thought  advisable  to  publish  in  the  following  table  those  por- 
tions of  the  records  relating  to  the  yield  of  this  water-shed  for  each 
of  the  twenty  years ;  and  in  doing  so  the  flow  from  the  water-shed 
is  expressed  in  gallons  per  day  per  square  mile,  instead  of  inches  in 
depth  of  rainfall  collected,  in  order  to  render  the  table  more  cott 
venient  for  use  in  estimating  the  probable  yield  of  water-sheds  ua 
as  sources  of  water  supply. 
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THE  COJfPOSITION  OF  THE  WATER  OF  DEEP  WELLS  IN 

BOSTON  AND  VICINITY. 


By  THOMAii  M.  Dhown,  M.D.,  Chemist  of  the  Board. 


There  are  a  great  many  wells  in  and  around  Boston  of  private 
ownership,  mostly  in  connection  with  factories,  the  waters  of  which 
are  variously  used  for  drinking  or  manufacturing  purposes.  The 
wells  vary  in  depth  from  comparatively  shallow  wells  of  80  to  100 
feet  to  deep  wells  of  over  1,000  feet. 

It  was  thought  desirable  to  ascertain  the  composition  of  these 
waters,  not  only  with  reference  to  their  sanitary  quality,  but  also  as 
regards  their  mineral  contents. 

The  consent  of  all  the  owners  of  these  wells  was  cheerfully  given 
to  collect  samples  for  analysis,  and  information  was  also  furnished 
regarding  the  depth  of  the  wells,  but  other  details,  such  as  the 
character  of  the  soils  or  rocks  through  which  the  wells  were  sunk, 
were  not  generally  known.  The  results  of  the  analyses  and  the 
depths  of  the  wells  are  given  in  tables  which  follow. 

In  the  area  embracing  these  wells  there  are  two  important  rock 
formations,  —  the  conglomerate,  which  is  limited  to  the  Highland 
district  in  Eoxbury,  and  the  slate,  which  underlies  Boston  proper. 
South  Boston,  Charlestown,  Cambridge,  etc.  The  conglomerate  is 
found  at  most  points  quite  near  the  surface,  while  the  slate,  being 
more  deeply  eroded,  is  usually  covered  by  from  50  to  200  or  more 
feet  of  drift,  chiefly  stratified  clay.  The  character  of  the  strata 
passed  through  in  sinking  the  wells  in  the  slate  region  is  not  cer- 
tainly known,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  two  1,200-foot  wells  in 
South  Boston  pass  through  the  slate  into  the  underlying  conglom- 
erate.* 

*  I  am  indebted  to  Prof.  W.  O.  Crosby,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  for 
the  statement  of  the  geology  of  this  region. 
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The  mineral  analyses  include  the  detertninution  of  silica,  alumioB,  I 
oxide  of  iron,  oxide  of  manganese,  lime,  magnesia  and  sulphuric  ' 
acid.  No  determinations  of  alkalies  were  made.  It  is  probable  that 
sufScient  sodium  is  always  present  in  these  waters  to  combine  with 
all  the  chlorine.  The  sulphuric  acid  may  be  assumed  to  be  entirely 
combined  with  lime,  forming  sulphate  of  lime,  since  it  will  sepnrato 
out  in  this  form  when  the  waters  are  evaporated  in  boilers.  The 
magnesia  and  the  lime,  over  the  amount  needed  to  combine  with  the 
sulphuric  acid,  are  probably  present  as  bicarbonates. 

In  the  use  of  these  waters  for  boilers  the  sulphates  and  carbonates 
of  lime  and  magnesia,  the  oxides  of  iron  and  manganese,  the  alumina 
and  silica  all  contribute  to  the  formation  of  scale,  the  sulphate  of 
lime  being  the  most  objectionable  in  this  respect,  since  it  forms  a 
hard,  stony  scale,  difficult  to  remove  from  the  boiler. 

There  is  a  general  similarity  in  the  waters  from  the  Roxbury  dis- 
trict, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  wells  vary  in  depth  from  2t<  feet 
to  nearly  800  feet.  Coincident  high  chlorine  and  nitrates  piilut  to 
considerable  previous  organic  contaminution  by  surface  draiDUge, 
and  the  low  ammonias  and  oxygen  consumed  indicate  that  the  proo- 
esaes  of  puritication  have  been  in  most  cases  nearly  complete. 

Thus  sixteen  out  of  the  twenty-one  wells  examined  in  the  Rox- 
bury  district  contained  from  2.10  parts  of  chlorine  per  100,000  to 
5.99  parts,  a  range  commonly  met  with  in  wells  which  have  received 
sewage  or  house  drainage,  and  all  of  these  waters  contained  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  nitrates,  whit:h  confirms  the  theory  that  these 
wells  receive  surface  drainage  of  a  populous  region.  Five  of  tho 
wells  of  this  region  have  chlorine  from  13.64  to  50.40  parts  per 
100,000,  with  correspondingly  high  solids  and  hardness.  Without 
definite  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  this  abnormally  large  amount  of 
mineral  matters  in  these  five  wells,  it  may  be  suggested  that  mano- 
facluring  wastes  of  some  kind  are  the  cause. 

It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  analyses  given  of  the  sixteen  wells' 
above  mentioned  represent  the  general  character  of  the  water  in, 
this  conglomerate.  They  correspond  closely  —  in  solids,  hardness,, 
chlorine  and  nitrates  —  with  the  waters  from  many  town  pumpa 
and  wells  in  districts  with  large  population,  also  with  un<lep> 
drains  of  sewers  in  populous  districts  before  sewage  has  been, 
admitted  to  them,  showing  satisfactorily  that  there  is  in  these  wclta 
a  considerable  amount  of  previous  pollution  fmm  house  drainage  or 
sewage.     Most  of  the  waters,  as  mentioned  above,  show  by  their 
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low  ammonias  and  oxygen  consumed,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
organic  matter  originally  present  has  been  destroyed  by  oxidation. 

Of  the  wells  in  Cambridge  and  Charlestown,  all,  with  one  excep- 
tion, show  a  much  larger  amount  of  chlorine,  solids  and  hardness  than 
can  be  attributed  to  sewage,  and  we  must  assume  that  these  are  due 
to  sea  water,  either  from  direct  infiltration  or  from  fossil  sea  water 
of  high  antiquity  in  the  rocks.  This  view  of  the  origin  of  these 
mineral  matters  is  also  supported  by  the  general  absence  of  nitrates 
in  these  waters. 

The  waters  represented  by  samples  Nos.  12258,  12814, 12201  and 
122iiO  of  the  South  End  group  and  12200  of  the  Back  Bay  group 
have  the  same  general  character  as  those  in  Charlestown,  and  infil- 
tration of  sea  water  is  here,  without  doubt,  the  origin  of  the  high 
solids.     Here,  too,  we  have  the  almost  complete  absence  of  nitrates. 

The  wells  examined  in  Boston  proper,  South  Boston  and  those 
from  which  samples  Nos.  12198,  12199  and  12242  at  the  South  End 
were  collected  showed  an  amount  of  solids  and  chlorine  greater  than 
those  in  the  Roxbury  district,  but  much  less  than  in  the  Back  Bay, 
other  portions  of  the  South  End  and  Charlestown.  The  fact  that 
the  nitrates  are  generally  low  or  absent  in  these  waters  would  point 
to  an  absence  of  sewage  pollution,  unless  it  be  assumed  that  the  ni- 
trates have  been  reduced  to  free  ammonia,  which  is  present  in  all  of 
them.  The  waters  of  many  of  these  wells,  particularly  in  the  Boston 
and  Charlestown  groups,  contain  considerable  iron  in  solution  in  the 
form  of  protoxide.  These  waters  are  clear  and  colorless  as  they 
come  from  the  ground  but  quickly  become  turbid  (milky)  on  ex- 
posure to  the  air,  and  ultimately  deposit  a  rusty  sediment.  The 
turbidity  as  recorded  in  the  tables  refers  to  the  water  which  has  been 
more  or  less  exposed  to  the  air  for  about  twenty-four  hours. 

For  a  more  satisfactory  discussion  of  these  well  waters  a  special 
investigation  into  the  surroundings  of  each  well  and  of  the  strata 
through  which  it  passes  would  be  necessary.  With  our  present 
limited  knowledge  of  the  subject  the  above  general  considerations 
as  to  the  origin  of  these  waters  must  serve  to  interpret  the  analyses. 

In  connection  with  the  mineral  analyses  of  these  waters  it  will  be 
interesting  to  consult  a  paper  on  *<The  Mineral  Contents  of  Some 
Natural  Waters  in  Massachusetts,"  in  the  24th  annual  report  of  the 
Board. 
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ON  THE  BACTERIAL  CONTENTS  OF  CERTAIN  GROUND  WATERS, 

INCLUDING  DEEP  WELLS. 


By  W.  T.  SiDGWiOK,  Ph  J>.»  Blologlat  of  the  Board,  ud  B.  O.  Pbsscott,  S.B. 


It  is  commonly  held  by  bacteriologists  that  ground  waters  are 
comparatively  free  from  bacteria,  and  that  the  waters  of  deep  wells 
are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  sterile.  Sternberg,  in  his  well-known 
*•  Manual,"  published  in  1892,  expresses  the  prevailing  opinion 
when  he  remarks  (page  553),  "It  is  only  in  the  water  of  springs 
and  wells  which  come  from  the  deeper  strata  of  the  soil  that  they 
[bacteria]  are  absent.'*  Still  more  recently  Abbott  ('*  Principles 
of  Bacteriology,"  1894,  page  479)  affirms  that  '*  all  waters  except 
deep  ground  water  contain  bacteria."  The  Franklands  ("Micro- 
organisms in  Water,"  1894,  page  107)  are,  however,  much  more 
guarded,  when,  after  quoting  various  results,  they  state  "  all  these 
investigations  show  what  a  high  degree  of  bacterial  purity  is  pos- 
sessed by  these  deep  wells;  and,  when  the  enormous  depths  of 
porous  strata  are  taken  into  consideration  through  which  the  water 
gaining  access  to  such  wells  has  to  pass,  this  poverty  in  microbial 
life  is  not  to  be  wondered  at." 

In  the  earlier  bacteriological  work  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Massachusetts  similar  views  were  held  by  those  engaged  in  actual 
analysis ;  but  more  recently,  with  enlarged  experience  and  improved 
technic,  doubt  has  been  thrown  upon  the  validity  of  the  principle 
that  ground  waters  are  normally  free,  or  nearly  free,  from  bacteria. 
We  have  therefore  made  a  careful  and  somewhat  extended  re- 
examination of  the  subject,  using  the  most  modern  methods  and 
appliances ;  and  from  our  results  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
ground  waters,  even  the  waters  of  deep  wells,  may  not  be  by  any 
means  as  free  from  bacteria  as  has  been  hitherto  supposed. 

We  have  used  the  ordinary  methods,  but  have  paid  special  atten- 
tion to  the  nutrient  gelatin  employed,  in  respect  to  its  composition* 
acidity  and  sterilization.     The  experiments  were  carried  on  chiefly 
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during  the  winter  months,  when  the  liability  to  contamiDation 
least,  owing  to  the  cold  and  the  fact  that  the  ground  was  frozen, 

As  far  as  possible  the  determinations  were  made  immediately  i 
collection  of  the  specimen,  thus  avoiding  any  chance  for  multip 
lion  before  the  sample  was  planted.  In  a  majority  of  cases  se> 
different  varieties  of  gelatin  or  other  media  have  been  used  in 
quantitative  determinations,  thus  affording  special  controls  in  a 
tion  to  the  usual  blank  determinations,  and  in  almost  all  c 
duplicate  or  triplicate  determinations  were  made  with  the  me<] 
chiefly  relied  on.  The  period  of  incubation  was  in  general  I 
three  to  five  days,  or  even  longer;  and  the  temperature  of  inc 
tion  20°  to  22°  C. 

For  convenience  we  may  divide  the  ground  waters  into  two  clai 
namely,  first,  springs  and  open  wells;  and,  second,  "  tubu 
wells.  We  have  done  this  because  the  ordinary  springs  and  i 
wells  form  a  group  by  themselves  in  respect  to  the  possibilit 
aerial  and  surface  contamination ;  while  the  tubular  wells,  whc 
shallow  or  deep,  are  much  less  exposed  in  this  respect. 


Baoteeia  m  Sprinqs  and  Open  Wells. 

Under  this  heading  we  have  examined  not  only  springs,  as 
occur  in  the  vicinity  of  cities  or  regions  of  considerably  crov 
population,  but  also  those  found  in  sparsely  settled  neighborh 
and  under  conditions  as  nearly  "  normal "  as  possible,  that  is,  a 
any  way  exposed  to  house  drainage  or  sewage  of  any  kind. 

A  series  of  springs  situated  in  n  country  district  of  southern 
Hampshire  was  first  selected  for  examination.  The  samples 
all  planted  on  the  day  of  collection.  Kxternal  conditions  were  i 
favorable,  as  the  ground  was  frozen,  and  covered  with  six  inchi 
snow.  No  rain  bad  fallen  for  several  days,  thus  reducing  thi 
bility  to  contamination  from  surface  water  to  a  minimum. 

Open  Spring  No.  1.  —  Situated  in  a  field  on  edge  of  meadow  '\ 
ComeB  up  through  a  stratum  of  clay.  Rate,  several  barrels  per 
Water  clear  and  colorless.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29,  18U4.  Ba< 
per  cubic  centimeter,  on  gelatin,  252,  258 ;  on  glycerin  agar,  143,  16^ 

Open  Spring  No.  2. — About  500  feet  from  No.  1.  Conditions  c 
the  same,  but  the  bottom  of  the  spring  Is  covered  with  a  layer  of  fine 
ment.  Algee,  etc.,  grow  in  the  vater.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29, 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  163,  131;  glycerin  agar,  133, 
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Open  Spring  No.  3.  —  Situated  in  meadow  at  base  of  a  wooded  hill  400 
feet  high.  No  habitation  within  one-half  mile.  Other  conditions  similar 
to  those  in  No.  2.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29,  1894.  Bacteria  per  cubic 
centimeter,  gelatin,  92,  105 ;  glycerin  agar,  72,  79. 

Open  Spring  No,  4.  —  Situated  on  southern  slope  of  hill  mentioned  in 
description  of  No.  3,  about  150  feet  below  the  summit,  in  wooded  region. 
Oak,  birch  and  pine  trees  all  around.  No  cultivated  land  above.  Soil 
gravelly.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29,  1894.  Bacteria  per  cubic  centi- 
meter, gelatin,  95,  106 ;  glycerin  agar,  89,  96. 

Open  Spring  No.  5.  — Open  land,  near  top  of  a  hill  used  in  summer  for 
pasture.  Soil  gravelly.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29,  1894.  Bacteria  per 
cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  193,  218 ;  glycerin  agar,  203,  217. 

Open  Spring  No.  6.  —  Low  land  (pasture) ,  surrounded  by  shrubs  and 
trees.  No  buildings  anywhere  near.  Date  of  analysis,  Nov.  29,  1894. 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  100,  43  ;  glycerin  agar,  72,  36. 

A  series  of  wells  was  next  examined.  These  were  mostly  of  a 
depth  varying  from  15  to  40  feet,  and  the  source  of  water  was 
almost  certainly  a  ground  supply.  Here  the  chances  for  con- 
tamination were  also  slight,  but  not  absent. 

Open  Well  No.  1.  —  Close  to  roadside.  Sandy  soil.  Depth  about  15 
feet.  Operates  by  bucket.  Buildings  5  rods  away.  Date  of  analysis, 
Nov.  29,  1894.  Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  509,  525 ;  glycerin 
agar,  204,  228. 

Open  WeU  No.  2.  —  On  hill  top.  Sandy  soil.  Depth  about  80  feet. 
Operates  by  bucket.  House  2  rods  away»  Date  of  analysis,  Jan.  2,  1895. 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  248,  190;  glycerin  agar,  140. 

Open  WeU  No.  3.  — Near  house.  Conditions  not  so  favorable.  Depth  15 
feet.    Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  602,  560 ;  glycerin  agar,  469. 

Open  Well  No.  4.  —  On  hill  top.  Near  house,  but  yet  favorably  situ- 
ated. Soil  sandy  and  gravelly.  Date  of  analysis,  Jan.  2j  1895.  Bacteria 
per  cubic  centimeter,  gelatin,  335,  332 ;  glycerin  agar,  229. 

Open  spring  No.  6  was  again  examined  about  five  weeks  after  the 
first  analysis  (Jan.  2,  1895).  The  result  was  as  follows:  gelatin, 
201,  216;  glycerin  agar,  120  bacteria,  per  cubic  centimeter. 
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Four  wells  of  unknown  depth  were  also  tested  for  bacteria.     Off 
these,  three  were  in  Hyde  Park  and  one  was  in  Arlington.     Resulfei 
(on  gelatin)  per  cubic  centimeter,  Oct.  27,  1894 :  — 


Hyde  Park,  No.  1, 
Hyde  Park.  No.  2, 
Hyde  Park,  No.  9, 
ArlingtoD, 


2,084 


730 


2.064  2,247 

8.905  8,640 

910  871 

712  763 


Two  samples  of  a  spring  watei  of  great  chemical  purity,  sold  i 
Boston,  and  taken  from  a  freshly  opened  carboy,  yielded  on  analy8i4l 
the  following  results  :  sample  No.  1,  gelatin,  S23,  261 ;  glycerin  agar,f 
207,   197  bucteria.  per  cubic  centimeter;  sample  No.   2  (one   dsyl 
later),  gelatin,  165,  157  ;  glycerin  agar,  166,  157  bacteria,  per  cubitf 
centimeter. 

A  spring  water  (so  called,  though  it  was  pumped  through  a  pipe)l 
from  Lowell  gave  on  analysis  these  results :  gelatin,  229,  252  bao-^j 
teria  per  cubic  centimeter;   glycerin  agar,  246,  235  bacteria  per 
cubic  centimeter.     A  few  days  later  samples  of  the  same  "  spring" 
were  again  taken,   and  yielded  on  analysis  with  gelatin,  625*  658 
bacteria    per   cubic  centimeter ;  with  glycerin  agar,   558,  527  per  J 
cubic  centimeter.     This  spring  (or  well)  is  situated  remote  froaij 
any  habitation,  but  in  a  field  near  cultivated  land.     The  water  i 
sold  in  Lowell  as  a  '*  spring  water,"  and  from  the  ohemical  poiot  c 
view  is  well  purified. 

The  foregoing  results,  taken  together  with  those  of  other  observerj 
suffice  to  show  that  open  springs  and  wells,  even  when  wholly  i 
polluted  and  "normal,"  may  contain  larger  numbers  of  bacteria  tl 
some  surface  waters,  such  as  many  lakes  and  slow  streams. 


Bacteria  in  Tubular  Wells. 
In  the  foregoing  pages  the  bacterial  contents  of  comparatively  par»l 
springs  and  open  wells  only  have  been  recorded.     It  now  remains  to  f 
consider  another   great  division  of  ground    waters,  namely,  I 
derived  from  "  tubular"  wells,  t.  e.,  wells  of  relatively  great  depth. 
and  small   diameter  in  which   (ground)   water   is  delivered  at  I 
surface  from  a  pipe  sunk  more  or  less  deeply  into  the  earth.     Sucbl 
a  well,  if  carefully  constructed,  should  ordinarily  bo  perfectly  frettl 
from  all  surface-water  contamination. 
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From  this  brief  statement  of  the  nature  of  tubular  wells  it  will  be 
seen  that  contamination  from  air,  or  from  surface  water,  as  such, 
should  be,  ordinarily,  and  except  in  case  of  fissures,  impossible. 
Any  contamination  must,  it  would  seem,  be  the  result  of  infiltration 
through  a  layer  of  soil  of  considerable  depth,  and  in  this  case  the 
contaminating  fluid  is  no  longer  a  surface  water,  but  a  ground 
water  of  more  or  less  purity,  according  to  the  completeness  of  the 
filtration. 

It  is,  however,  possible  that  bacteria  originally  present,  for  any 
reason,  inside  the  driven  pipe,  or  their  descendants,  continue  to  live 
in  moderate  numbers  within  the  pipe  and  thus  render  the  water 
richer  in  bacteria  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  And,  again, 
it  must  be  regarded  as  a  possibility  that  cracks  or  other  openings 
may  be  made  in  the  pipe  by  **  driving ; "  or  that  in  some  methods 
of  construction,  or  under  certain  peculiar  conditions,  a  space  may 
remain,  outside  the  tube,  filled  with  water  derived  from  a  point 
comparatively  near  the  surface  but  passing  down  and  into  the  pipe 
when  the  pumps  are  worked. 

Since  all  true  ground  waters  are  really  filtered  surface  waters,  any 
bacteria  which  they  contain  must  come  from  bacteria  living  in  the 
earth,  or  from  the  original  surface  water,  or  from  the  multiplication 
of  bacteria  derived  from  one  or  both  of  these  sources,  or  else  from 
some  such  sources  as  those  indicated  in  the  last  paragraph.  All  that 
we  have  undertaken  to  prove  is  that  such  waters,  drawn  with  all  pos- 
sible precautions,  do  contain  considerable  numbers  of  bacteria. 


Bacteria  in  Deep  Tubulab  Wells. 

In  collecting  samples  of  water  from  deep  wells  for  bacteriological 
analysis  several  conditions  have  been  carefully  sought  after,  and,  in 
general,  fulfilled.  The  samples  have  always  been  taken  when  the 
pumps  were  actively  working,  and,  with  two  exceptions,  after 
several  hours  of  continuous  pumping.  Two  of  the  samples  were 
taken  after  the  pump  had  been  working  but  a  few  minutes. 

The  samples  have  always  been  collected  at  the  point  of  outflow 
nearest  the  well.  In  many  cases  this  was  effected  by  a  petcock  on 
the  pump,  or  a  tap  very  near  the  pump.  In  a  few  cases  the  samples 
were  taken  as  the  water  flowed  out  from  the  pipe  into  a  tank,  but 
before  it  reached  the  tank. 


I 
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We  may  now  record  the  various  resulU  of  the  examiuatioos  :  - 

No.  1.  —  A  sample  from  a  driven  well  io  Cambridge,  deplh,  19S  feet.  Id 
ratber  gravelly  soil,  gave  on  analysis  (in  duplicate)  263  and  254  bacterid 
per  cnbic  ceutiineter.  The  gelatin  plates  by  means  of  which  these  deter- 
minations were  made  showed  no  sign  of  liquefaction,  even  sis  days  after 
the  sample  bad  been  planted.  (This  fact  has  been  repeatedly  noticed  in 
connection  with  the  water  of  deep  wells. ) 

ffo.  2.  —  A  sample  from  a  well  used  for  a  private  supply,  and  operated 
by  a  band  pump,  gave  30  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter.  In  this  case  tbe 
sample  was  taken  after  several  iTiiDiites  of  continuous  pumping.  The 
depth  of  this  well  is  about  100  feet,  and  the  soil  sandy  and  more  compact 
than  in  the  previous  case. 

Two  other  wells  have  been  studied,  Ixith  id  the  same  locality,  aod 
the  samples  were  taken  under  the  same  conditions.  Pumpx  at  l>otfa 
wells  had  been  working  steadily  for  several  hours. 

No.  3.  —  Depth,  454  feet.     Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  206,  214. 

No.  4.  — Depth,  254  feet.     Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  150,  135. 

No.  5.  —  Driven  wells  at  Lowell ;  part  of  the  city  supply.     (Pelcock  c 
pump,  Dec.  21,  1894.)     Racterial  analysis  gave,  with  gelatin,  228  bacteria 
per  cubic  centimeter;   with   glycerin  agar,    178.      The  chemical  analyBia 
of  this  water  was  the  following :  — 


No.  6. — Cambridgeport.     Driven  well;    depth,  198  feet;  diameter, 
inches.     In  thickly  settled,  level  region,  not  more  than  500  yards  frt 
Charles  River  estuary.     Various  samples  from  this  well  have  been  tested. 
Samples  taken  from  pii>e  leading  to  tank,     (a)  Bacteria  per  cubic  ceo tj< 
meter,  116;  (6)  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  192,  193;  (c)  bacterid  pw 
cubic  centimeter,  262,  258. 

No.  7.  —  Well  on  Chardon  Street,  in  the  city  of  Boatrai.     Depth  of 
2ia  feet.    Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  138,139, 140,  130.    Sample  U) 
as  water  flows  into  t&nk  on  roof,  direct  from  pamp. 
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^o.  8.  —  Well  on  Hawkins  Street,  Boston,  near  the  preceding.  Depth, 
213  feet.  Sample  taken  as  water  flows  into  tank  oo  roof.  Bacteria  per 
cubic  centimeter,  101,  106.  Another  sample,  some  days  later,  gave  406, 
400,  416  bacteria  per  cubio  centimeter. 
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?ro.  9.— Well  on  Fort  Hill  Sqnare,  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Depth  of 
well,  377  feet.  Sample  taken  from  petcock  on  pump.  Bacteria  per  cubic 
centimeter,  48,  54.  Another  (later)  sample  gave,  on  examination,  bacteria 
per  cubic  centimeter,  158,  149, 


Chemieai  Analysis. 
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".   -Wdl8  on  Third  Street,  Cambridgeport.     Depth,  227  feet. 

^    -»   rvc  otibic  centimeter,  1,240,   1,376.     Another  sample,  about  a 

wj^     -^ve  per  cubic  centimeter,  486  bacteria.     Chemical  analysis 

^     .  -  ^Vell  in  Back  Bay  district  of  Boston.     Depth,   130  feet. 

t&Iw«  (torn  petcock  on  pump.     Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter, 
«  .  *cJi*-     Chemical  analysis  not  obtained. 

^      -s> >Voll  on  Second   Street,  South  Boston.     Depth,  200  feet. 

o.  ^„  ^i#cription  of  engineer  it  appears  that  while  the  pipe  extends  only 
v^'^h  of  a  little  more  than  200  feet,  the  well  was  originally  bored  to 
=Lx>i>/v^  ^^^'^f  1,200  feet.     Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  525. 

W  iihout  giving  a  detailed  account,  we  may  simply  state  results 
,N><*:;wsi  fn>ui  other  deep  wells  :  — 


SMWorvilUs 
KvAbury. 


Place. 

Depth. 

BactarUper 

Cable  Centimeter. 

(QelaUn.) 

180  feet. 
67     " 

750     " 

1 

60,67 
165 

38 

It  is  difficult  to  find  deep  wells  in  uninhabited  or  **  country"  dis- 
tricts, and  our  results  are  all  derived  from  populous  areas.  It  is 
possible  that  other  results  might  be  obtained  from  wells  driven  in 
uninhabited  regions. 

It  is  plain,  however,  that  water  absolutely  free  from  bacteria  is 
not  ordinarily  obtained  from  even  deep  wells,  and  that  many  deep 
wolls  contain  as  numerous  bacteria  as  are  found  in  many  surface 
waters. 

The  reasons  why  these  facts  have  not  before  been  well  known 
Imve  already  been  suggested.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  had  the 
advantage  of  improved  technic,  and,  especially,  a  most  favorable 
set  of  culture  media,  carefully  prepared  in  respect  to  composi- 
tion and  acidity.  Secondly,  we  have  made  use  of  an  increased 
period  of  incubation.  In  several  cases  with  deep-well  waters  we 
have  had  no  growth  whatever  until  the  third  day,  and  in  such  cases 
the  numbers  did  not  usually  cease  to  grow  larger  until  the  fifth  day 
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of  incubation,  or  even  later.     But  this  slow  growth  was  not  always 
a  feature  of  the  bacteria  of  deep  wells. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  probable  source  of  the  bac- 
teria in  ground  waters  and  to  the  species  present ;  but  a  report  on 
these  parts  of  the  investigation  must  be  reserved  for  another  paper. 
It  may  be  here  stated,  however,  that  the  plates  are  remarkable 
not  only  for  the  slow  growth  of  the  species  present  but,  also,  for 
the  absence  of  liquefying  colonies,  and,  in  many  cases,  for  the 
abundance  of  chromogenic  varieties.  These  facts  are  especially 
important,  as  indicating  the  total  absence  of  contamination  by 
ordinary  surface  water,  and,  as  far  as  they  go,  they  strengthen  the 
confidence  with  which  well-protected  ground  waters  may  be  re- 
garded as  sources  of  public  water  supplies. 


EXPERIMENTS 


UPON  TBS 


Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water 


AT  THS 


LAWRENCE  EXPEKIMEKT  STATION, 


During  the  Ybab  1894. 


[446] 


EXPERIMENTS  UPON  THE  PURIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE  AND 
WATER  AT  THE  LAWRENCE  EXPERIMENT  STATION .• 


By  George  W.  Fuller,  Biologist  in  Charge. 


The  year  1894  is  the  seventh  that  the  investigations  of  the 
Lawrence  Experiment  Station  have  been  continued.  The  work  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  general  supervision  of  Hiram  F.  Mills, 
A.M.,  C.E.,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  with  the 
writer  in  direct  charge.  Mr.  Harry  W.  Clark  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  chemical  department,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Fales  has  compiled  the' 
records  and  prepared  the  tables  showing  the  results  of  the  work. 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Copeland  and  Louis  Weinberg  have  been  assistant 
biologists,  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Forbes  assistant  chemist.  Professors  T. 
M.  Drown  and  W.  T.  Sedgwick  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  have  been,  respectively,  consulting  chemist  and  biolo- 
gist, having  a  general  oversight  of  the  chemical  and  biological 
investigations. 

The  chief  features  of  the  present  report  upon  the  purification  of 
sewage  are  :  the  investigations  upon  the  composition  of  sewage ;  the 
influence  of  the  composition  of  sewage  and  of  temperature  upon 
nitrification ;  the  permanency  and  efiiciency  of  sewage  filters,  with 
a  summary  of  seven  years'  work ;  the  management  of  sewage  filters 
to  secure  continuous  efiiciency ;  the  effect  upon  filtration  of  sewage 
of  winter  weather  in  Massachusetts ;  and  results  of  experiments  upon 
the  rapid  filtration  of  sewage  from  which  sludge  has  been  removed 
by  difiTerent  methods. 

With  regard  to  water  filtration,  a  prominent  point  is  the  result  of 
studies  upon  coarser  filters  operated  at  higher  rates  of  filtration, 
together  with  a  detailed  account  of  the  influence  upon  bacterial 

♦  A  fall  accoant  of  the  work  done  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  for  the  years  1888  and 
1889  is  contained  in  a  special  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  upon  the  Purification  of  Sew- 
age and  Water,  1890.  A  similar  account  for  the  years  1890  and  1891  is  contained  in  the  twenty- 
third  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1891.  Since  1891  the  results  have  been  published 
yearly  in  the  annual  reports. 
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efficiency  of  the  various  treatments  mot  with  in  actiml  practice,  nnd 
an  outline  of  the  operation  of  tlie  Lawrence  city  filter  with  the 
results  of  numerous  chemical  and  bacterial  analyses. 

Following  this  is  a  paper  by  Mr.  Clark  upon  the  physical  and 
chemical  properties  of  sand  with  reference  to  their  use  in  HItration. 
The  account  of  the  work  of  the  station  closes  with  a  series  of  papers 
in  which  are  described  ^ome  of  the  improved  bacterial  methods  now 
in  use  in  the  Lawrence  laboratory. 


Filtration  of  Sewage. 
Attention  has  been  repeatedly  drawn  to  the  fact  that  sewage 
varies  widely  in  its  composition,  and  that  when  subjeuted  to  liltni- 
tion  different  sewages  require  difi'erent  amounts  of  air  and  ditl'erent 
periods  of  time  for  the  bacteria  to  eirect  thorough  puritication.  The 
question  of  the  composition  of  sewage  has,  accordingly,  received 
special  study  during  the  past  year. 


Investigation  upon  the  Composition  op  Sewage,  together 
WITH  Resdlts  op  Analyses  op  Sewage  applied  to  Experi- 
mental Filters. 

The  sewage  used  at  the  experiment  station  is  pumped  through  a 
2.5  inch  pipe,  4,300  feet  long,  from  a  sewer  which  drains  the  streets, 
houses  and  stores  of  the  most  densely  populated  sections  of  the  city 
of  Lawrence.  Over  the  end  of  this  pipe  is  a  cap,  and  the  sewage 
enters  through  a  series  of  perforations  about  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  in  diameter;  these  perforations  arc  freed  from  paper  and  other 
clogging  matter  once  a  week,  and  the  entire  pipe  is  flushed  out  with 
city  water  under  pressure,  several  times  each  year,  as  occasion  re- 
quires. 

Weekly  samples  have  iieen  collected  on  Saturdays,  of  the  sewage 
from  the  man-hole  where  this  pipe  begins.  This  man-hole  is  on 
Lawrence  Street,  just  l>eIow  Essex  Street,  which  is  the  chief  busi- 
ness thoroughfare  of  the  city,  and  above  the  entrance  of  the  wastes 
from  the  large  mills. 

The  samples,  which  have  Iieen  analyzed  with  the  results  in  the 
following  table,  were  collected  alKiut  8.30  A.M.  On  page  477  will 
be  found  monthly  averages  of  chemical  analyses  of  daily  samples  of 
sewage  collected  at  this  man-hole  at  about  I  p.m.  ,  beginning  in  June, 
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Monthly  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Sewage  from  the  Lawrence  Street  Sewer. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Temperature. 
Deg.  F. 

• 

m 
I 

a 
a 

r 

At.bdminoid  Ammonia. 

• 

a 

1 

JS 

O 
7.85 

NiTBtKJBM  AS 

Oxygen 
Consumed.* 

U    1 

1894. 

• 

• 

• 

1 
1 

• 

a 

"3 

• 
c 

.52 

• 

• 

s 

• 

Bacteria 
Cubic  Ce 
meter. 

January,    . 

45 

3.25 

1.15 

.63 

- 

- 

4.70 

896,000 

February,  , 

45 

2.15 

.01 

.54 

.37 

6.10 

.0100 

.0006 

4.70 

680,000 

March, 

46 

2.02 

1.84 

.04 

.40 

7.62 

.0200 

.0000 

0.55 

600,000 

April, . 

49 

2.02 

.01 

.51 

.40 

8.83 

.1200 

.0140 

3.05 

1,119,000 

May,  .        . 

53 

2.40 

.75 

.51 

.24 

9.26 

.1700 

.0150 

3.05 

787.000 

Juno,  . 

60 

2.76 

.01 

.51 

.40 

0.51 

.1000 

.0140 

4.40 

846,000 

July,  . 

68 

3.14 

1.04 

.51 

.53 

9.57 

.0500 

.0120 

5.85 

1,852,000 

AuiroBt, 

60 

2.06 

1.03 

.53 

.50 

11.45 

.0800 

.0190 

5.15 

1,902,000 

September, 

66 

3.06 

1.05 

.65 

.40 

11.07 

.1000 

.0104 

5.28 

2,400,000 

October,     . 

62 

3.81 

.86 

.64 

.22 

8.31 

.0700 

.0120 

5.12 

2,260,000 

November, 

50 

3.06 

.00 

.67 

.82 

8.67 

.1300 

.0120 

7.92 

2,217,000 

December, 

51 

2.00 

1.12 

.72 

.40 

8.04 

.1100 

.0104 

•6.54 

2,217,000 

Averages 

►       • 

55 

2.84 

1.00 

.61 

.80 

8.85 

.0000 

.0100 

5.59 

1,490,000 

*  Id  all  of  the  Lawrence  analyaea  the 
minutes,  onleaa  otherwlae  stated. 


oxygen  consumed  has  been  determined  after  boiling  two 


It  will  be  seen,  upon  comparing  these  results  with  those  in  subse- 
quent tables,  that  these  sewage  samples  contained  a  larger  quantity 
of  albuminoid  ammonia  than  those  of  sewage  which  has  been 
applied  to  the  filters.  This  is  largely  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
average  sewage  for  the  day  is  more  dilute  than  that  collected 
at  this  particular  hour.  This  point  is  shown  by  the  table  of 
analyses  of  hourly  samples  taken  in  January,  1894,  and  presented 
in  the  last  annual  report,  page  407,  and  also  by  the  following  series 
of  analyses  of  samples  collected  in  August. 
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Id  addition  to  the  marked  variations  during  the  day  in  the  com- 
position of  the  sewage,  and  to  the  presence  of  nitrates,  attention  is 
specially  called  to  the  uniform  presence  of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the 
fresh  sewage  of  the  sewer,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  last  Report. 
Dissolved  oxygen  in  this  sewage  has  been  uniformly  found  in  quanti- 
ties ranging  from  10  to  60  per  cent,  of  that  necessary  to  saturate 
water  at  the  temperature  when  collected.  After  a  few  hours,  vary- 
ing with  the  temperature  and  other  conditions  aflfecting  bacterial 
action,  this  oxygen  disappears.  But  before  discussing  the  changes 
in  the  composition  of  sewage,  results  of  numerous  analyses  of  the 
sewage  pumped  at  the  station  and  applied  to  the  experimental  filters 
will  be  presented. 

Analyses  of  Samples  of  Sewage  applied  to  the  Experimental  Filters. 

Samples  of  sewage  after  it  has  been  pumped  through  the  pipe, 
4,300  feet  in  length,  have  been  regularly  collected  for  analyses  as 
follows :  — 

1.  Regular  Sewage.  —  On  at  least  four  days  in  a  week  a  gallon 
bottle  has  been  filled  from  a  large  tank  of  sewage.  While  the 
sample  was  intended  to  be  as  far  as  possible  a  representative  one, 
it  necessarily  represented  accurately  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
total  amount  of  sewage  used ;  and  there  is  also  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  mixing  several  hundred  gallons  of  sewage  so  as  to  get  a 
sample  with  its  proper  share  of  suspended  matter. 

2.  Average  Sewage.  —  On  one  day  each  week  (Tuesday)  a  sample 
has  been  taken  by  collecting  directly  from  the  pump  (without  allow- 
ing any  opportunity  for  sedimentation)  quantities  of  sewage  propor- 
tional to  the  amount  of  each  lot  of  sewage  pumped  during  the  day. 
The  average  results  from  numerous  samples  collected  in  this  manner 
indicate  satisfactorily  the  average  composition  of  all  sewage  applied 
to  the  filters. 

3.  Sewage  for  Filters  Nbs.  2,  6  and  9  A.  —  In  order  to  learn  the 
variations  in  strength  of  sewage  at  diflferent  times  of  the  day,  and  to 
obtain  more  accurate  data  upon  the  storage  of  organic  matter  in  the 
filters,  there  have  been  collected  weekly  three  mixed  samples,  repre- 
senting each  dose  applied  during  the  week  to  Filters  Nos.  1,  6  and 
9  A,  respectively.  In  order  to  keep  the  samples  for  one  week  with- 
out putrefaction  and  decomposition,  a  small  amount  of  mercuric 
acetate  has  been  placed  in  the  bottle  at  the  beginning  of  the  week. 
When  this  compound  has  been  used  in  the  proportion  of  1  part  to 
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4,000  it  hna  been  found  to  sterilize  eft'ectunlty  the  sewage.  It  unites  ^ 
with  tbe  organic  nintter,  however,  causing  more  or  less  precipitation, 
so  that  the  determinatiou  of  relative  amounts  of  BoluMe  and  sus- 
pended organic  matters  is  practically  valueless. 

Monthly  Averages  of  Analyscn  of  Regular  Sewage  SampUs. 
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The  ahove  anaiyaea  represent  four  Rnmples  each  week  taken  from 
tbe  acwage  tanks,  usually  in  the  morning,  and  the  results  are 
directly  comparable  with  the  analyses  published  for  previous  years. 

Monthly  Avemgei  of  Annhjies  oj  Average  Sewage  Samples. 

[Parti  per  100,000.) 
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The  above  anaiyaea  represent  average  samples  of  all  the  aewaga 
pumped  during  the  day  for  each  Tuesday  of  tbe  year. 
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/  Averages  of  Mixed  Samples,  representing  all  of  the  Sewage  applied  to 
FiUers  No$.  I.  6  and  9  A. 
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With  regard  to  the  comparisoD  of  results  with  each  other,  there 
is  this  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  sewage  for  Filter  No.  1  was  all 
pumped  late  in  the  afternoon  during  the  cold  weather,  January  to 
April  inclusive  ;  and  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  excepting  the  last 
week  in  December,  it  was  pumped  one-half  in  the  early  morniDg  and 
one-half  in  the  aflernoou.  Sewage  for  Filter  No.  6  was  regularly 
pumped  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  In  the  case  of  Filter  No.  9  A  the 
sewage  was  pumped  late  in  the  afternoon,  January  to  April  inclusive, 
and  during  the  last  week  in  December ;  while  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  it  was  pumped  in  the  early  morning.  These  results  are 
fairly  comparable  with  corresponding  results  of  previous  years. 
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Sulphate  of  Alumina,  for  FiUen  Nos.  19  and  32.                             ■ 
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The  above  analyses  represent  the  supernataDt  liquid  after  the 
sewuge  represented  by  the  regular  eainplea  has  been  treated  with 
sulpliuto  of  uluniiua  in  the  proportion  of  1,000  pounds  to  1,000,000 
gallons  of  sewage,  and  allowed  to  aettle  for  four  hours.  Setllii 
has  taken  place  in  barrels.  The  supernatant  liquid  has  been 
moved  from  a  faucet  half-way  between  the  top  and  bottom  of  thai 
sewage,  and  after  its  removal  each  day  the  sludge  has  been  drawitj 
off  through  a  faucet  at  the  bottom.  These  results  show  that  59.1 
per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  (total  albuminoid  ammonia)  and 
67. S  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  sewage  have -been 
removed.  The  removal  of  organic  matter  has  been  greater  than  in 
1893,  but  the  bacterial  removal  has  been  less,  owing,  apparently,  to 
a  more  persistent  growth  of  bacteria  during  the  warmer  months  of 
the  year  upon  the  organic  matter  accumulated  upon  tbe  sides  of  the 
barrel.  Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  removal  of 
organic  matter  from  the  sides  of  the  barrel,  but  it  has  been  fouodi 
to  be  difficult  to  free  these  surfaces  from  all  bacterial  food. 
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Monthly  Averages  of  AndlyHt  oj  Supernatant  Liquid  from  Settled  Sewage,  for 

Fitter  No.  13  A. 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 


Free 

Ammonia. 

Albuicikoid  Ammokia. 

1 

e 

Oxygen 
Contnmed. 

i 

^^ 

1994. 

1 

i 

s 

• 

1 

^4 

Bacteria 
Cable  Cei 
meter. 

January,     

2.87 

.51 

.88 

.18 

5.70 

8.82 

„ 

658,700 

Febmary, 

2.47 

.45 

.25 

.20 

4.00 

2.75 

2.0 

446,000 

Marchp 

2.02 

.84 

.21 

.18 

5.08 

2.87 

1.0 

486,700 

April,  . 

8.06 

.46 

.80 

.16 

7.40 

8.20 

1.0 

806,000 

Miy.    .        . 

4.67 

.54 

.84 

.20 

8.00 

2.27 

1.8 

976,000 

June,   . 

8.80  . 

.85 

.21 

.14 

8.41 

1.80 

1.0 

677.000 

July,    . 

8.04 

.88 

.10 

.18 

11.11 

2.12 

1.1 

1,266,000 

August, 

8.29 

.80 

.18 

.12 

0.41 

2.20 

2.2 

1,315,000 

September, 

4.40 

.42 

.24 

.18 

14.27 

2.77 

.4 

1,807,000 

October, 

8.88 

.42 

.25 

.17 

10.59 

2.62 

1.1 

1,622,000 

November, . 

4.60 

.68 

.87 

.26 

0.06 

8.80 

1.1 

1,780.000 

December,  . 

8.47 

.58 

.32 

.21 

9.22 

4.00 

5.2 

1,788,000 

Average 

'i,    . 

ft                      4 

» 

1 

• 

8.41 

.44 

.27 

.17 

8.70 

2.81 

1.7 

1,135,800 

The  above  analyses  represent  the  supernatant  liquid  after  the 
sewage  represented  by  the  regular  samples  has  been  allowed  to  settle 
in  barrels  for  four  hours,  after  the  same  manner  as  has  been  just 
described  for  chemically  precipitated  sewage.  These  results  show  a 
removal  of  30  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  (total  albuminoid  am- 
monia) and  14.6  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  bacteria  from  the  sewage 
by  sedimentation. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Sewage^  strained  through  Coke^  for 

Filter  No,  14  A. 


[Parts 

per  100,000.] 
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June, 

3.13 

.80 

.17 

.13 

9.74 

1.67 

018.000 

July, 

8.02 

.25 

.16 

.00 

22.48 

1.42 

1,102,000 

August,     .... 

8.37 

.26 

.18 

.08 

12.40 

1.66 

732,000 

September, 

8.26 

.30 

.14 

.16 

0.10 

2.20 

479,600 

October,    .... 

4.81 

.33 

.24 

.09 

11.44 

2.14 

1,670,000 

November, 

4.11 

.29 

.26 

.03 

8.62 

2.12 

801,600 

December, 

# 

8.01     : 

.30 

.29 

.10 

8.72 

3.00 

1,077.500 

Averages,  . 

»              •              1 

»              • 

8.69 

.30 

.20 

.10 

10.36 

2.03 

000,900 

The  above  analyses,  beginning  June  1,  represent  the  regular 
sewage  after  straining  through  a  layer  of  coke,  supported  by  a  thin 
layer  of  fine  gravel.     The  depth  of  coke  has  varied  as  follows  :  June 
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Tbi^  Uible  £how3  that  sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  6,  and  repre- 
senting the  concentrated  morning  sewage  of  the  sewer,  has  con- 
tained more  chlorine,  albuminoid  ammonia  and  total  nitrc^n  than 
the  average  sewage  that  ha^  been  applied  to  Filters  Xos.  1  and  9  A, 
each  of  which  has  been  stronger  in  these  substances  than  the  regolar 
sewage.  With  regard  to  the  oxygen  consumed,  the  results  have 
licen  le.uH  regular,  but  they  also  indicate  the  regular  sewage  to  have 
l>een  the  most  dilute  of  all,  as  was  the  case  in  earlier  years. 

Comparinon  of  the  Componilion  of  the  Station  Sewage^  hy  Years. 

In  the  next  table  are  given  the  annual  averages  of  analyses  of 
regular  sewage  for  each  3'ear  since  these  investigations  were  begun, 
together  with  the  amount  of  sewage  pumped  and  the  annual  local 
rain  fa  II.  The  most  striking  feature  of  these  results  is  the  marked 
incnfase  in  the  free  ammonia  and  total  nitrogen  of  the  sewage.  As 
all  nitrogen  of  the  station  sewage  is  in  an  unnitri6ed  state,  and  so 
far  as  our  present  knowledge  of  the  process  of  purification  by  filtra- 
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tion  goes  we  can  best  specify  the  capacity  of  filters  for  purificatioD 
in  units  of  unoxidized  substances,  we  find  that  the  sewage  is  grad- 
ually becomiDg  stronger. 

With  regard  to  the  1894  results  we  find  that  the  free  ammonia, 
total  nitrogen  and  bacteria  have  been  higher  than  ever  before ; 
but  the  crude  organic  matter,  indicated  by  the  amount  of  albuminoid 
ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed,  baa  been  somewhat  less  than  the 
average  for  the  entire  period. 

The  sludge  for  1894,  as  shown  by  the  insoluble  albuminoid 
ammonia,  however,  is  seen  to  have  been  identical  with  the  average 
results.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  proportion  of  total  nitrogen 
formed  by  {rke  ammonia  has  largely  increased. 


C<mipariion,by  Feari,o/the  CompotiUott  of  " Begular"  Seionge  obtained  at  the  Ex- 
perimerU  Station,  loith  the  Average  Quantities  pumped,  and  iKe  Local  Annual 
Bainjall. 
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In  explaining  the  changes  in  the  composition  of  station  sewage 
there  are  three  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration  :  first,  and 
doubtless  the  most  important,  is  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
water-closet  connections  have  been  made  since  1889,  while  the  area 
drained  by  the  sewei-s  remains  practically  the  same;  second,  the 
quantity  of  sewage  pumped,  which  determines  in  part  what  portion 
of  the  day's  sewage  is  applied  to  the  filters;  and,  third,  the  rainfall. 
Comparing  the  total  nitrogen  and  the  chlorine  in  the  sewage  of  the 
last  four  years  with  those  in  the  sewage  of  the  first  three  years,  it  is 
seen  that  the  low  rainfall  coincides  with  the  stronger  sewage.   The 
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line  is  not  sharply  drawn  for  individual  years,  and  this  factor  is 
much  diaguii^ed  by  the  first  one  mentioned.  It  may  be  added  that 
in  1894  the  analyses  of  the  mixed  average  samples  of  sewage  for 
Filters  Nos.  1,  6  and  9  A,  presented  in  the  preceding  table,  showed 
that  the  chlorine  reached  its  maximum  in  this  year  of  minimum 
rainfall. 

A  factor  equally  important  with  the  rainfall  is  the  amount  of  aew- 
age  pumped.  The  pipe  leading  to  the  station  from  the  sewer  has  a 
capacity  of  about  1,100  gallons.  The  sewage  has  been  pumped 
between  7  a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  and  the  pipe  has  remained  over  nigbt 
full  of  day  sewage.  In  the  early  forenoon  the  pumps  have  been 
worked  most  regularly,  and  the  small  daily  quantity  within  tbese 
limits  means  that  there  has  been  a  larger  proportion  of  the  strong 
morning  sewage  admitted  to  the  pipe  and  applied  to  the  filters. 
The  reasons  for  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  sewage  used  are 
the  discontinuance  of  the  application  of  sewage  to  trenches  in  the 
field,  and  to  the  use  of  some  of  the  largo  sewage  tanks  for  water 
filters. 


Relation  of  Free  Dimohed  Oxygen  in  Sewage  (o  Increase  in  Free 
Ammonia. 
The  e.xplnnation  of  the  increased  ratio  of  free  ammonia  to  al- 
buminoid ammonia  requires  further  consideration.  AVhen  a  water 
supply  largely,  and  sometimes  completely,  saturated  with  dissolved 
oxygen  leaves  the  city,  it  takes  with  it,  as  it  enters  the  sewers,  the 
refuse  matters  of  the  coosnmers.  These  substances  are  decomposed 
in  the  presence  of  free  dissolved  oxygen  and  the  oxygen  of  such 
compounds  as  nitrates  and  nitrites  by  the  bacteria,  large  numbers 
of  which  enter  the  sewers  with  polluting  matters.  That  is  to  say, 
the  crude  organic  matters  represented  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia 
are  changed  to  simpler  forms,  or  to  free  ammonia.  To  be  more 
explicit,  the  bacteria  attack  the  carbon,  and  in  the  presence  of  free 
oxygen  convert  it  to  carbon  dioxide.  There  are  set  free  mtrogeo 
and  hydrogen,  which  unite  to  form  ammonia,  and  this  in  turn  unites 
with  the  carbon  dioxide  to  form  ammonium  carbonate.  It  is  this 
compound  which  yields  the  "  free  ammonia"  upon  distillation.  Time 
is  required  for  the  bacteria  to  effect  tins  process,  the  time  varying 
with  the  numbers  and  kinds  of  bacteria  and  with  the  nature  of  the 
organic  matter,  but  principally  with  the  temperature. 
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Many  of  the  bacteria  in  fresh  sewage  are  capable  of  gi'owing  in 
the  absence  as  well  as  in  the  presence  of  free  oxygen,  and  are 
known  according  to  Pasteur's  classification  as  facultative  anaerobes. 
After  the  sewage  ^comes  stale  and  the  free  oxygen  all  consumed, 
these  particular  bacteria  continue  to  live  and  produce  foul  odors,  a 
process  generally  spoken  of  as  putrefaction.  Experiments  show 
that  the  ratio  of  bacteria  in  the  Lawrence  Street  sewage,  which  grow 
in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen,  to  those  which  grow  in  the  presence 
of  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  is  9  to  10. 


Free  Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Sewage  disappears  and  Free  Ammonia 

increases  during  Passage  to  the  Station. 

To  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  at  hand,  we  may  say,  as  was 
stated  for  the  main  part  in  earlier  reports,  that  the  sewage  in  the 
Lawrence  Street  sewer  contains  free  dissolved  oxygen,  as  well  as 
oxygen  in  the  form  of  nitrates  and  nitrites,  and  that  it  receives  the 
greater  part  of  its  polluting  matters  only  a  few  minutes  before  its 
arrival  at  the  point  of  collection.  The  ratio  of  free  ammonia  to 
albuminoid  ammonia  is  comparatively  small  at  this  stage,  because 
the  time  required  for  bacteria  to  decompose  the  crude  organic  mat- 
ter of  the  sewage  is  insufficient.  Next,  the  sewage  passes  through 
the  pipe  4,300  feet  long  leading  to  the  station.  The  time  required  for 
this  step,  usually  several  hours,  is  sufficient  for  the  bacteria  present 
in  the  sewage  with  the  free  oxygen,  together  with  those  bacteria 
firmly  established  upon  the  sides  of  the  pipe,  to  decompose  some  of 
the  crude  organic  matter  into  free  ammonia,  and  to  partially  efiect 
the  first  step  in  the  purification  of  sewage. 

Modified  Composition  of  Station  Sewage  in  which  there  is  no  Free 

Dissolved  Oxygen. 

As  the  sewage  is  pumped  at  the  station  we  find  that  there  is  no 
free  oxygen  present,  nitrates  and  nitrites  are  absent,  and  when  com- 
pared with  the  sewage  in  the  sewer  the  oxygen  consumed  is  less, 
while  the  ratio  of  the  free  ammonia  to  the  albuminoid  ammonia  is 
considerably  increased.  These  features  are  clearly  shown  by  the 
following  table,  where  it  will  be  noted  that  the  ratio  of  free  to 
albuminoid  ammonia  in  the  Lawrence  Street  sewage  is  2.8  to  1, 
while  in  the  station  sewage  it  is  5.4  to  I. 
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Comparison  of  Yearly  Averagts  of  Fresh  Sewage  from  Lawrence  Street  Sewer 
with  the  Stale  Sewage  pumped  at  the  Bialion, 
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From  the  outset  of  these  iDvestigations  it  has  beea  known  that 
the  nitrogen  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  in  the  sewage  formed  only 
a  somewhat  variable  part  of  the  total  organic  nitrogen.  In  order 
to  determine  this  factor  numerous  comparative  experiments  by  the 
Kjeldahl  process  were  made  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  station,  and 
they  showed  that  on  an  average  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  organic 
nitrogen  of  the  Btation  eewitge  was  obtained  as  albuminoid  ammonia 
by  the  Wanklyn  process.  It  may  be  added  here  that  many  of  these 
analyses  were  made  in  the  Boston  laboratory,  and  the  delay  caused 
by  the  transportation  of  the  samples  is  a  matter  worth  considering 
in  studying  these  remits.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  com- 
position of  the  sewage  has  changed  considerably  during  the  past 
five  years,  as  has  been  pointed  out  on  page  457.  Recently  addi- 
tional experiments  have  been  made,  and  this  factor  has  been  found 
on  an  average  to  be  about  40  per  cent,  at  present. 


Initial  Slg)a  in  the  Decomposition  and  Purification  of  Sewage, 
The  changes  which  fresh  sewage  undergoes,  and  the  relative 
amounts  of  organic  nitrogen  yielded  as  albuminoid  ammonia,  are 
well  shown  by  the  following  experiment,  which  is  representative  of 
a  series  which  has  been  made  in  the  laboratory.  As  it  is  generally 
supposed  that  sewage  contains  no  free  dissolved  oxygen,  it  is  plain 
that  an  important  step  in  advance  has  been  taken  in  our  knowledge 
of  sewage  puri6cation. 
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Table  ihowing  the  Changei  in  Composition  ocaurring  in  a  BoUle  of  Fresk  Law- 
retice  Strut  Sewage  upon  standing. 
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The  sample  of  sewage  was  collected  in  a  chemically  clean  and  sterile 
glass  buttle  at  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer  at  10  a.m.  on  March  11. 
The  temperature  of  the  sewage  at  the  time  of  collection  was  43°  F., 
and  at  the  time  of  the  first  analysis  it  was  the  same.  During  this 
and  the  following  days  analyses  were  made  at  frequent  intervals  of 
samples  taken  from  this  bottle.  Particular  attention  was  given  to 
determining  the  state  in  which  the  nitrogen  was  present,  and  in  each 
case  the  organic  nitrogen  was  determined  both  by  the  Wnnklyn 
(albuminoid  ammonia)  and  by  the  Kjeldahl  methods.*  The  temper- 
ature  of  the  laboratory,  it  should  be  noted,  ranged  from  60°  to  70°  F, 

■  All  deiermf nation ■  of  orgmnlc  nltrogeo  hj  tbe  lo-called  Sjeldibl  metbod  bav«  been  made 
ao  fallows :  Five  coble  centlnieKn  of  lewago  bav«  been  placed  in  a  dlaillllng  flask  and  tbe  free 
ammonia  drlien  off  b;  a  carrent  of  ttBam.  Tcd  cubic  centlmeterB  of  gpeclally  prepared  (ol- 
pbaiic  acid,  fees  fVom  aUmgen,  are  added,  and  tbe  mlilnre  bested  over  a  free  Hame  nnlll  tbe 
lolutlon  U  colorleil.  Il  1>  then  cooled  and  powdered  potaulum  permanganate  added  until 
color  appears,  wbeo  60  cnbic  centimeten  of  ammonia-free  water  are  added.  Tbe  solullon  la 
neutralized  bj  a  eolutlon  of  cauiilc  eoda,  dialllled  bj  tbe  aid  of  a  current  of  eteam,  and  tbe 
dUtillaie  neuleriied  and  read  u  Moal. 
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during  the  week  in  which  these  expeiiments  were  being  carried  out. 
These  results  show,  upon  standing  twcnt3-four  hours,  an  increase  of 
over  100  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  free  ammonia  in  the  sewage, 
and  a  total  disappearance  of  the  free  dissolved  oxygen  and,  practi- 
cally, of  the  nitrates  and  nitrites.  The  amount  of  organic  nitrogen 
by  the  Kjeldahl  method  decreased  67  per  cent,  during  the  experi- 
ment, while  the  relation  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  to  the  organic 
nitrogen  changed  from  20  percent,  at  the  beginning,  to  50  per  cent, 
at  the  end.  The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  oxygen  consumed  after 
boiling  two  minutes  and  live  minutes  is  seen  to  be  40  and  50  per 
cent,  respectively.  Another  point  worth  mentioning  is  that,  as  the 
crude  organic  matter  is  converted  to  free  ammonia,  it  ia  the  soluble 
and  not  the  insoluble  portions  which  are  the  first  to  undergo  thta 
change. 

The  results  of  study  in  these  lines  are  of  value  for  two  reasons :  — ■ 

1.  They  give  us  a  clearer  conception  of  the  initial  step  in  the 
IJuri6cation  of  organic  matter  by  bacterial  action,  a  process  which  ia 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  economy  of  nature. 

2.  They  pave  the  way  for  more  substantial  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  composition  of  sewage,  and  for  more  accurate  data  upon  the 
capacity  of  various  tillering  materials  to  purify  sewage,  expressed 
in  units  of  unpurified  and  uuoxidized  substances. 

With  a  view  to  obtaining  additional  data  upon  the  composition 
of  sewage,  there  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  four  series  of 
analyses  of  hourly  samples  of  sewage  from  places  in  the  State  where 
there  are  puri&catlon  plants  in  operation.  The  results  of  a  similar 
aeries  from  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer  have  already  been  presented 
on  page  450.  An  outline  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  samples 
were  collected,  with  the  methods  of  analyses,  is  next  presented,  and 
following  this  are  the  tables  of  analyses  and  a  summary  of  the  aver- 
age results. 

General  F'ealures  of  Series  nf  Samples  of  Sewage  coVecled  Hourly. 
All  samples  were  collected  at  a  time  when  there  had  been  no  rain- 
fall for  several  days.  The  chemical  6am|>Ies  were  treated  at  once 
with  mercuric  acetate  in  the  proportion  of  1  part  to  4.000,  in  order 
to  kill  the  bacteria  and  to  prevent  decomposition,  as  illustrated  bjr  ■ 
the  last  table,  during  transportation  to  the  laboratory.  As  has  been  1 
already  stated,  this  treatment  prevents  an  accurate  determination  of  1 
insoluble  matters,  but  it  has  the  decided  advantage  of  enabling  the  I 
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organic  matters  to  be  obtained  without  any  decomposition  after  the 
time  of  collection.  Determinations  of  dissolved  oxygen  were  made 
on  the  spot  from  separate  samples.  Still  another  set  of  samples 
was  diluted  1  to  500  with  sterilized  water,  from  which  plantings 
for  bacteria  were  made  at  once  in  glycerine  agar,  and  the  plates 
allowed  to  develop  for  four  days  at  about  20°  C.  The  oxygen  con- 
sumed was  determined  after  boiling  for  periods  of  two  and  five 
minutes,  in  order  to  obtain  a  connecting  link  between  the  methods 
of  the  Lawrence  and  Boston  laboratories. 

The  only  further  comment  necessary  upon  the  methods  of  analyses 
is  to  state  that  the  hardness  means  total  hardness,  sometimes  called 
alkalinity,  and  was  determined  by  titrating  the  samples  against  a 
sulphuric  acid  solution,  using  methyl  orange  as  the  indicator. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Worcester  State  Lunatic  Hospital  the 
data  are  inadequate  for  an  accurate  estimation  of  the  number  of 
persons  contributing  to  the  several  sewage  systems.  This  is  chiefly 
so  because  a  large  percentage  of  the  persons  use  the  sewers  for  only 
a  portion  of  the  day.  The  approximate  estimates  which  are  used 
further  on  are  based  on  the  relation  of  the  water  flowing  in  sewers 
to  the  estimated  average  consumption  per  capita. 

Special  Features  of  Series  of  Sewage  Samples  collected  Hourly. 

Worcester  State  Lunatic  Hospital, — This  institution  is  situated 
on  a  hillside  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  city  sewers.  There  was  practically  no  ground  water  or  surface 
water  flowing  into  the  sewer;  in  fact,  all  the  water  going  to  the 
sewer  passed  through  a  meter  on  the  city  service  pipe.  The  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  on  June  26  and  27,  the  dates  of  collection,  was 
about  950.  The  samples  of  sewage  were  collected  at  a  man-hole 
several  hundred  feet  from  the  buildings,  and  just  above  the  settling 
tank,  through  which  the  sewage  passes  on  its  way  to  the  irrigating 
field. 

A  very  considerable  portion  of  the  water  supply  is  used  for 
laundry  purposes,  and  this  explains  the  high  temperature  of  the 
sewage  during  the  day.  As  the  laundry  is  operated  six  days  in  the 
week,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  these  results  are  representative. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  samples  were  collected  only  a  very  few 
minutes  after  entrance  of  the  sewage  into  the  sewers,  the  sewage 
uniformly  contained  dissolved  oxygen,  nitrogen  as  nitrates  and 
nitrites,  and  the  ratio  of  free  ammonia  to  the  organic  nitrogen  was 
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very  low.  Another  proof  of  the  freshnees  of  the  sewage  was  the 
fact  that  upon  reaching  the  point  of  collection  it  contained  in  many 
inetances  undistntegruted  fieces.  This  made  it  difficult  to  collect 
repreaentntive  samples  in  some  cases.  The  measurements  of  the 
flow  of  sewage  were  taken  from  meter  readinga,  and  the  quantity 
per  capita  waa  found,  upon  consulting  the  records  of  the  institu- 
tion, to  approximate  very  closely  the  average  for  a  period  of  several 
months  preceding  this  time. 

MarJhorou(ih.  —  The  sewerage  system  of  this  city  is  of  the  so- 
called  separate  type ;  but,  as  there  are  no  undordrains  beneath  tho 
sewers,  a  considerable  quantity  of  ground  water  enters  them.  The 
length  of  the  outfall  sewer,  from  the  last  latei'al  to  the  point  where 
it  discharges  into  the  settling  tank  on  the  6Iter  field,  is  about  four 
miles. 

Samples  of  sewage  were  collected  July  10  and  H  from  the  man- 
hole just  as  the  sewage  entered  the  settling  tank.  Measurements 
were  made  by  noting  the  time  taken  to  fill  one  of  the  compartments 
of  this  tank.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  sewage  contained  no  free 
dissolved  oxygon  during  the  maximum  How,  although  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  it  was  present.  The  longer  period  of  time 
afforded  for  bacterial  action  due  to  the  flow  through  tho  pipe  gave 
a  high  ratio  of  free  ammonia  to  organic  nitrogen.  It  was  found 
that  during  the  maximum  flow  dissolved  oxygen  was  absent  in  the 
outflow  sewer  below  a  man-hole  7,200  feet  from  tho  last  lateral. 
The  city  water  was  found  on  this  date  to  contain  65  bacteria  per 
cubic  centimeter,  and  7*3  per  cent,  of  dissolved  oxygen  neceasory 
for  saturation  at  the  actual  temperature. 

Gardner.  — The  sewers  in  this  town  receive  at  time  of  rain  some 
surface  water,  and  a  large  amount  of  ground  water  enters  them. 
Samples  were  collected  July  26  and  27,  as  the  sewage  flowed  into 
the  settling  tank  on  the  litter  deld,  which  is  about  one  mile  distant 
from  the  outskirts  of  the  village.  In  the  last  1,050  feet  of  the  out- 
fall sewer,  12  inches  in  diameter,  the  sewage  passes  through  an  in- 
verted siphon.  Measurements  were  made  of  the  quantity  )iy  noting 
the  time  taken  to  till  one  of  the  compartments  of  the  settling  tank. 
Here,  as  at  Marlborough,  the  free  dissolved  oxygen  was  absent  dur- 
ing the  maximum  flow,  but  at  no  time  was  it  found  wanting  in  the 
sewage  as  it  entered  the  siphon.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  nitratee 
and  nitrites  were  regularly  present. 

On  the  datea  of  collection  of  these  samples  the  public  water  sup- 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE.  465 

ply  contained  130  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  and  86  per  cent,  of 
free  oxygen  necessary  for  saturation  at  the  actual  temperature. 

Framingham.  —  At  this  place  there  are  underdrains  beneath  the 
princi{)al  sewers  to  carry  off  the  ground  water.  Samples  were  col- 
lected September  11  and  12  as  the  sewage  entered  the  collecting 
reservoir  at  the  pumping  station,  about  one  mile  distant  from  the 
village.  Measurements  of  the  quantity  were  taken  from  a  gauge  in 
the  reservoir,  together  with  pumping  records  when  the  pumps  were 
in  operation. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  collected  at  the  above-mentioned  point, 
analyses  of  three  additional  samples  are  given :  first,  sewage  from 
the  check  valve  of  the  pump  a  little  while  after  it  was  started ; 
second,  sludge  from  this  valve  just  before  the  pumps  were  stopped, 
and  when  there  were  less  than  six  inches  in  depth  of  sewage  in  the 
collecting  reservoir;  third,  from  the  underdrain  beneath  the  main 
sewer. 

The  free  dissolved  oxygen  was  exhausted  on  several  occasions 
during  the  maximum  flow.  At  this  time  the  public  water  supply 
contained  49  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  and  85  per  cent,  of 
dissolved  oxygen  necessary  for  saturation  at  the  actual  temperature. 

Results  of  analyses  of  this  set  of  serial  samples  are  as  follows  :  — 
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The  next  set  of  tables,  tbree  in  number,  present,  first,  a  repre-fl 
sentative  unalyais  of  the  sewuge  flowing  in  the  sewer  at  each  place^ 
during  the  entire  twenty-four  haul's;  second,  an  analysis,  and  esti- 
mate of  the  quantity,  of  ground  water  entering  the  sewers  ;  and  third, 
a  representative  aniiiyais  of  the  sewage  proper,  that  is,  excluding 
constituents  of  the  ground  water  and  city  water  from  the  results.         B 

At  the  Worcester  State  Lunatic  Hospital  there  was  practically  no  H 
ground  water  in  the  sewer,  and  at  the  other  places  the  analyses  do  1 
not  correspond  in  all  cases  to  minimum  amounts  of  each  individual 
substance,  but  they  are  complete  for  the  single  sample  considered 
to  contain  the    least  crude  sewage.     The  quantities  given  for  the 
ground  water  do  not  correspond  exactly  with  analyses  given,  be- 
cause it  WHS  found  that  the  purest  ground  water  flowed  at  the  end 
of  the  outfall  sewers  in  the  early  morning,  after  the  regular  use  of 
the  sewers  of  the  day  had  begun,  and  when  the  increased  flow  in 
the  lateral  sewers  pushed  forward  the  ground  water  a  little  more 
rapidly  than  when  nothing  else  entered  the  sewers. 

Table  showing  Analyxes  of  Stwage  rtpreteiding  the  entire  Day's  Flow  at  Each 
Place. 

Lawrmce  Street  Seieer,  Laiermce. 
[P«n.  pgr  100, DOB.] 
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Table  showing  AwUysts  of  Ground  Water  enUriiig  the  Sewers  at  Each  Place. 

Laaraue  SIritl  Stuur,  Lmnrtnca. 
[Parti  per  lOO.OOO.] 
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from  Each  Place,  after  deducting  from  the  Bepretentative  Analyses  lite  Amounts 
of  these  Constituentt  in  Orottnd  Water  and  Public  Water  Supply. 
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Comparison  of  Relative  Amountii  of  Substances  in  Sewage. 

In    the    fullowing   table   are    presented   comparisons   of  relative 

aiuoiiDts  of  different  substances  in  the  several  sewages,  as  indicated 

by  the  results  of  analyses  of  representative  samples  for  twenty-four 

hours'  flow :  — 
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^M        Table  showing  Comparison  of  Rtlalive  Amounts  of  Different  Substnitccs  in  Reprt-      H 
^B                                 sentalive  Sewage  from  Ihe  Several  Places  aforesaid.                               H 
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The  chief  points  to  be  noticed  in  the  above  table  are  as  follows  :  — 

1.  The  amount  of  organic  nitrogen  represented  by  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  (  Wanklyn  method)  was  found  to  be  a  comparatively  small 
and  variable  per  cent,  of  that  found  by  the  Kjeldahl  method.  This 
percentage  was  lowest  at  the  Worcester  State  Lunatic  Hospital, 
where  the  sewage  is  freshest  and  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen  is 
greatest ;  it  was  highest  at  the  Experiment  Station,  where  the  sewage 
is  most  stale  and  where  dissolved  oxygen  is  absent. 

2.  The  percentage  which  the  nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  forms  of 
the  total  nitrogen  is  also  variable,  and  follows  in  a  general  way  the 
percentage  which  the  organic  nitrogen  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia 
(Wanklyn  method)  forms  of  that  by  the  Kjeldahl  method,  as  re- 
ferred to  above. 

3.  The  results  obtained  of  the  oxygen  consumed  after  boiling 
two  minutes  and  five  minutes,  respectively,  vary  within  very  narrow 
limits,  and,  generally  speaking,  results  by  the  former  method  seem 
to  be  about  two-thirds  of  those  by  the  latter. 

4.  The  last  three  comparisons  are  of  less  importance,  but  are 
presented  as  a  matter  of  record. 

Comparison  of  Amounts  per  Capita  per  Day  of  Substances  con- 
tributed  by  the  Estimated  Populations  to  the  Several  Sewages. 

In  the  table  below  are  given  the  amounts  per  capita  of  the  various 
substances  contributed  to  the  sewages  from  several  places.  The 
results  do  not  include  the  substances  in  the  ground  water  or  in  the 
public  water  supply.  By  this  method  the  results  are  directly  com- 
parable, but  it  is  to  be  remembered,  as  already  stated,  that  the 
estimates  of  the  numbers  of  persons  using  the  sewers  are  only 
approximate.  The  estimates  of  the  number  of  persons  per  day  (of 
twenty-four  hours)  using  the  sewers,  based  to  a  large  extent  except 
at  Worcester  upon  the  consumption  of  water  per  capita,  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Lawrence  Street  sewer,  Lawrence,  7,000 ;  Worcester  State 
Lunatic  Hospital,  950;  Marlborough,  3,000;  Gardner,  900;  and 
Framingham,  2,500. 

The  figures  in  the  table  show  a  marked  variation  in  the  amount 
per  capita  of  organic  and  other  matters  from  sewages  from  different 
places.  As  it  is  clearly  understood  that  the  amount  of  crude 
or«:anic  matter  in  sewage  has  a  practical  bearing  in  estimating  the 
capacity  for  purification  of  filtering  materials,  especially  during  the 
winter  months,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  these  investigations,  and 
further  discussion  is  deferred  until  more  date  "'nble. 
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Tiible  thawing  (he  Average  Amounts  of  Constilue.TUs  contributed  by  the  Eilimatta 
Population  to  the  Sewage  from  the  Several  Places,  expressed  in  Pounds  per 
Capita  per  Day. 
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Infldence  of  Temperature  and  Composition'  of  Sewage  upon 

NlTltlFICATION. 

In  the  special  report  upon  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water, 
18510,  the  description  of  the  process  of  nitrification  and  the  influ- 
ence of  various  substances  and  conditions  ujiou  it  form  a  very 
prominent  feature.  Detailed  results  of  analyses  and  full  accounts 
of  the  conditions  were  presented  in  this  report,  showing  circum- 
stances under  which  nitrification  became  established  in  the  case  of 
the  several  filters  operated  during  the  first  two  years  of  these  inves- 
tigations. In  the  lust  two  reports,  ns  well  as  in  the  present  one, 
the  results  of  analyses  have  been  presented  as  monthly  averages, 
and  the  account  of  the  work  of  the  filters  has  been  outlined  with  less 
detail.  In  consequence  of  this,  it  is  difficult  in  some  cases  to  learo 
how  quickly  nitrification  occurred  in  the  newer  filters,  and  to  obtaiQ 
data  showing  the  work  of  the  filters  before  nitrification  became  estab- 
lished, or  during  what  may  be  called  the  "  pre-nitrification  period." 
Accordingly  there  are  presented  in  the  following  table  the  pre- 
nitrification  results  obtained  from  each  filter  up  to  Jan,  1,  1895. 
For  the  sake  of  systematizing  the  records,  n  unit  of  one  square  foot 
of  filtering  surface  has  been  adopted  in  each  case.  All  available 
results  are  included,  but  some  of  the  earlier  filters  of  very  fine 
material,  such  as  clay,  peat  and  garden  Boil,  in  which  nilrificatioo 
never  became  established,  do  not  appear,  A  few  of  the  later  filters 
are  also  omitted,  because  the  filtering  materinl  was  placed  above  the 

iginal  under-dniins,  which,  being  seeded  with  nitrifying  organisms, 

used  nitrification  to  appear  from  the  outset. 

In  order  that  the  pre-nitrification  period  might  be  marked  by  » 
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well-defiaed  Hne,  those  reeulte  include  all  those  obtained  until  the 
effluents  showed  O.IOUO  part  per  100,000  of  nitrogen  as  nitrates, 
with  a  steadily  increasing  amount.  It  is  true  that  nitrogen  as 
nitrates  appeared  before  reaching  this  amount,  hut  it  was  somewhat 
variable  in  quantity,  occasionally  decreasing  to  almost  nothing,  so 
that,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  and  clearness,  it  was  decided  to 
adopt  the  above  quantity  as  a  limit  for  this  period. 

Table  showing   Summary  vj  Setulla  obtained  for  Each  of  the  Several  Sewage 
Fillers  during  the  Period  oj  Pre-nilrificalion,  1887-94,  Inclusive. 
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From  the  above  results,  whicb  ai-e  suuminrized  iu  the  next  table, 
we  learn  that,  while  ten  days  or  less  were  sufficient  in  warm  weather 
to  allow  DitriBcation  to  become  estubliahed,  a  period  of  one  buudred 
days  or  more  was  necessary  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  61ters  started 
during  the  winter.  We  also  learo  that  the  amouut  of  stored  oitro- 
gen  (more  accurately,  the  dilTerence  between  the  amount  applied 
and  that  in  effiuent)  in  the  filters  at  the  end  of  the  pre-nitnficatioa 
period  was  in  some  cases  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  what  it  was  in 
others. 

Suinmari/  of  Pre-nUrtficatiort  Results,  by  Months. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  greater  number  of  these  tiltcrs  were 
started  during  the  cold  season  of  the  year.  Partly  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  more  complete  data  upon  the  cBect  of  temperature  and  of 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  partly  for  the  sake  of  studying  the  influ- 
ence of  differences  in  the  composition  of  sewage  upon  nitriticatJon, 
a  series  of  special  experiments  was  started  in  June,  1894.  During 
each  month  of  the  year  a  set  of  three  tanks,  .3.2  inches  in  diameter 
and  h  feet  deep,  has  been  filled  with  4  feet  6  inches  of  sand,  of  an 
elTective  size  of  0.26  millimeter. 

To  these  tank^,  placed  within  the  building,  sewage  has  been 
applied  at  the  rate  of  120,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days 
in  a  week,  as   follows:   To  No.  I.,  the  regular  station  sewage,  ns 
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shown  by  analyses  on  page  452;  No.  II.,  regular  station  sewage, 
after  a  current  of  air  had  been  drawn  through  it  for  twenty  minutes  ; 
and  to  No.  III.,  fresh  sewage  from  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer. 
The  coeflGicient  of  absorption  of  air  by  "ordinary"  sewage  is  not 
accurately  known,  but  in  these  experiments  the  sewage  contained, 
after  aeration,  from  80  to  90  per  cent,  of  the  oxygen  necessary  to 
saturate  water  at  the  actual  temperature. 

Monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses  of  mixed  samples,  repre- 
senting each  day's  dose  of  the  sewage  in  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer, 
are  presented  in  the  following  table.  These  samples  were  collected 
at  about  1  p.m. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Mixed  Weekly  Samples  from  Lawrence  Street 

Sewer,* 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


1894. 


Ammonia. 


Free. 


Albuminoid. 
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July, 
August,   . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 
Averttges, 


1.78 
2.04 
8.62 
2.01 
2.10 
2.20 
2.82 


2.28 


.71 
1.21 
.03 
.84 
.86 
.79 
1.03 


.01 


Chlorine. 


•    Oxygen 
Consumed. 


8.30 
13.27 
7.71 
14.67 
8.91 
8.23 
7.97 


4.n 

7.68 
8.70 
7.04 
6.16 
6.26 
7.40 


9.67 


6.66 


*  Determinations  were  not  made  regularly  of  the  nitrogen  as  nitrates  and  nitrites,  but  the  former 
-was  present  in  amounts  ranging  from  0.01  to  0.20  part. 


Frequent  analyses  have  been  made  of  the  effluent  of  each  filter  of 
the  several  monthly  sets,  and  from  these  results  there  have  been 
collected  the  pre-nitrification  results,  after  the  same  uniform  scheme 
adopted  for  the  regular  sewage  filters  already  presented. 

With  regard  to  the  records  of  temperature  in  the  table  below,  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  they  represent  the  results  of  observations  from 
5  A.M.  to  6  P.M.,  and  during  the  night,  when  the  temperature  fell, 
no  records  appear  in  the  averages.  In  the  case  of  large  filters  the 
temperature  of  the  effluent  varies  during  the  day  within  very  narrow 
limits,  but  this  point  is  worth  mentioning  in  connection  with  the 
small  filters,  where  the  material  is  more  exposed  to  changes  in  the 
temperature  of  the  air. 
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^M          Summary  of  Pre-nilrificUion  BesiiUs  front  Monlhly  Sel»  of  Special  FiUcrs  Noa.  /.,     H 
^H                                      //.  and  III.,  June  to  December  inclusive.  1894.                                  B 
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From  these  results,  obtained  uoder  the  stated  conditions,  the  fol-   H 
lowing  points  may  be  set  forth  :  —                                                                H 

1.     Nitrification  became  established  in  each  case  in  from  two  to    H 

six  days,  when  the  average  temperature  of  the  effluent  was  between    H 

67°  and  74"  F. ;  in  eleven  days  at  5(5°  ;  and  in  thirty-seven  daya    H 

^^^        or  more,  when  the  average  temperature  was  45°  or  less.                         S 
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2.  The  increase  of  3®  in  the  average  temperature  of  the  Decem- 
ber experiments,  owing  to  improved  heating  facilities,  caused  nitri- 
fication to  appear  fifteen  to  twenty-two  days  earlier  than  in  the 
corresponding  November  experiments. 

3.  Aeration  of  the  station  sewage  has  no  apparent  influence  in 
hastening  nitrification  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

4.  Nitrification  in  Filter  No.  III.,  which  received  fresh  sewage 
from  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer,  appeared  much  more  slowly  in 
cold  weather  than  in  the  case  of  the  other  two  filters  receiving  par- 
tially decomposed  sewage.  In  warm  weather  there  was  only  a  slight 
difference,  although  No.  III.  required  a  longer  time  for  complete 
nitrification  to  become  established. 

With  regard  to  the  individual  results  of  analyses  from  each 
monthly  set  of  experiments,  there  did  not  seem  to  be  enough  vari- 
ation to  make  it  worth  while  to  present  all  of  them  in  full ;  accord- 
ingly, as  a  matter  of  record,  and  to  point  out  the  difference  in  results 
in  warm  and  cold  weather,  the  individual  analyses  of  the  August  and 
November  sets  only  are  presented  (page  AbO). 

Three  points  of  practical  importance  are  brought  out  by  the  de- 
tailed analyses  beyond,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  During  warm  weather  nitrification  under  the  stated  conditions 
appeared  before  the  capacity  of  the  filtering  material  to  absorb  the 
free  ammonia  of  the  applied  sewage  by  chemical  means  was  over- 
taxed. 

2.  During  warm  weather  nitrification  became  practically  com- 
plete in  so  short  a  time  that,  together  with  the  above-mentioned 
condition,  the  effluent  of  the  station  sewage  contained  but  little  free 
ammonia  at  any  time.  This  is  also  true  to  a  large  degree  of  the 
effluent  of  the  sewage  direct  from  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer. 

3.  During  cold  weather  the  capacity  of  the  filtering  materials  to 
absorb  free  ammonia  in  the  applied  sewage  was  overtaxed  long 
before  nitrification  set  in,  and  when  it  appeared  it  was  not  suffi- 
ciently complete  to  prevent  comparatively  large  quantities  of  free 
ammonia  from  being  present  in  the  effluents. 

In  examining  these  individual  results  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  sewage  from  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer  contains  some  nitrogen 
as  nitrates. 
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Table  shiiiniiig  Eenults  of  Individunl  Anati/ses  of  the  August  Set  of  Special  Eirpcri- 
meitla  upon  Nitrification. 
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Experiments  to  show  the  Influence  upon  Nitrification  during  Mid-- 
winter  of  Comparatively  High  and  Very  Low  Temperatures, 

On  Jan.  9,  1895,  a  four-inch  galvanized  iron  tank  (Filter  No.  IV.) 
was  filled  with  some  of  the  same  grade  of  material  as  was  used  for 
the  regular  monthly  sets  of  nitrification  experiments,  and  received 
station  sewage  at  the  rate  of  120,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six. 
days  in  a  week.  It  was  placed  in  a  warmer  location  than  were  the 
filters  started  in  November  and  December. 

During  the  pre-nitrification  period  the  maximum  temperature  of 
the  effluent  was  53®,  the  minimuqi  45®  and  the  average  50®  F. 
Nitrification  became  well  established  sixteen  days  after. the  first 
dose  was  applied,  as  is  shown  by  the  table  of  analyses  beyond. 
The  amounts  of  nitrogen  applied  to  the  filter,  present  in  the  efflu- 
ent, and  stored  in  the  filter  (obtained  by  difference)  during  this 
period  were  0.0140,  0.0020  and  0.0120  pound,  respectively,  per 
square  foot  of  filtering  area.  Upon  the  comparison  of  these  results 
with  similar  ones  obtained  in  August  and  November,  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  correspond  much  more  closely  with  the  former,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  the  appearance  in  a  short  time  of  high  amounts 
of  nitrites. 

On  February  22  nitrification  was  well  established,  and  after  the 
filter  was  well  drained  it  was  exposed  to  outdoor  temperatures,  with 
no  application  of  sewage,  for  one  week,  during  which  the  average 
maximum  and  minimum  temperatures  of  the  air  were  35®  and  10®  F. 
respectively.  On  March  1  it  was  replaced  in  the  building,  and  sew- 
age again  applied  as  usual.  The  sand  was  not  frozen  on  this  date, 
although  the  temperature  on  earlier  dates  was  much  below  32®  F. 
Owing  to  the  small  diameter  of  the  tank,  the  exposure  of  the  filter- 
ing material  to  the  cold  was  more  complete  than  is  the  case  with  filter 
fields.  This  condition  may  not  be  so  abnormal,  however,  as  would 
appear  at  first  sight,  bt^cause  in  filter  fields,  as  well  as  in  experi- 
mental filters,  the  nitrifying  organisms,  as  is  the  case  with  the  organic 
matter,  appear  to  be  largely  present  in  the  surface  layers  and  upper 
portions  of  the  material,  where  the  exposure  to  the  cold  is  much 
greater  than  in  the  lower  layers. 

The  results  which  are  presented  in  the  next  table  show  that  nitri- 
fication practically  disappeared  after  March  1,  and  they  lead  to  the 
following  conclusions :  — 
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^H             1.     Nitrification  in  sewage  filters  may  become  established  in  mid- 
^H         winter  at  an  average  temperature  of  50°  F.  in  the  comj)aratively 
^H        short  period  of  sixteen  days. 

^H              2.     Nitrification  may  be  destroyed    in  a  filter   which   has  been 
^M         draiood,  by  exposuio  to  an  average  mean  temperature  of  22°  F.  for 
^H         one  week  under  the  conditions  supplied  to  Filter  No.  IV. 
^1              3.     Storage  of  organic  matter  in  filtering  material  plays  a  far 
^H         less  important  part  in  the  establishment  of  nitrification  than  does 
^H         temperature,  although  it  is  of  course  necessary  to  have  some  food 
^H         present  for  the  organisms  to  live  upon.     From  other  experiments  it 
^H         appears,  however,  that  the  intenwity  of  nitrification   depends  to   a 
^H         considerable  extent  upon  the  storage  of  organic  matter. 
^H              4.     The  time   necessary  to   re-estahlish  nitrification  was  practi- 
^H         cally  the  same  aa  if  the  filter  were  new  ;  but  whether  the  organisms 
^M          were  killed  by  the  exposure  to  the  cold,  or  only  aSected  so  that 
^M         their  functions  were  temporarily  interrupted,  cannot  l>e  stated   at 
^B          present. 

^H                        Tnble  showing  Besults  ij  Analyses  of  Kffiucnt  oj  Special  Filter  No.  tV. 
^1                                                                          Il""t*P"iM.i«»-l 

A«MO»... 

.™„..      ■ 

1 

tr^       |a.»<,..„<«L 

BHm-M. 

KtlHM*. 

.OMO 

.0>W 

.osoo 

.1000 

.uce 
.moo 

.0000 

.TWO 
■TOOO 

1.OOO0 

I.ION 

.liM 

■TWO 

.eiM 

.OHS 

.oow 

.DOW 
.IM 

MM 
OMO 

0800 

«aoit 

MOO 
OSM 

o«oo 
owo 

DON 

noo 

1400 

oiw 

1300 
IMO 
1000 

1 
1 

I 

01 

00 

11 

«i 
u 
la 

It 
00 

*) 
n 
« 

^H 

^^1 

^^M 

^H 

•000 

TOOO 

^H 

^F 

■MO 

10 

awa 

' 

' 

^        ,« 

kt         _  J 

No.  34.] 


FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


483 


Expei'iments  to  show  the  Influence  upon  Nitrification  of  Seeding 

Filters  with  Different  Materials. 

On  February  23  three  small  tanks  were  filled  with  4.5  feet  of 
sand,  as  follows :  Filter  No.  V.  contained,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
material,  5  per  cent,  of  sand  taken  from  the  surface  of  Filter  No. 
12  A,  mixed  evenly  through  the  whole  mass;  Filter  No.  VI.  con- 
tained soil  taken,  under  the  snow  from  the  surface  of  a  garden, 
mixed  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion  as  No.  V. ;  and  No.  VII. 
was  filled  wholly  with  new  sand  from  the  same  lot  that  has  been  used 
for  all  these  special  nitrification  experiments,  beginning  in  June, 
1894.  Upon  applying  station  sewage  to  each  of  these  filters  at  a 
rate  of  120,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  a  week,  and 
when  the  average  temperature  of  the  efiluent  was  58^  F.,  it  was  found 
that  well-marked  nitrification  appeared  in  No.  V.  after  three  days ; 
in  No.  VI.  after  eighteen  days  at  60®  F. ;  and  in  No.  VII.  after 
twenty-three  days  at  60®  F. 

These  experiments,  confirmed  by  additional  ones,  show  :  — 

1.  That  a  small  portion  of  material  containing  nitrifying  organ- 
isms in  an  active  state,  when  mixed  with  new  sand  in  a  filter,  enables 
nitrification  to  become  well  established  in  three  days,  even  at  the 
comparatively  low  temperature  of  58®  F. 

2.  That  long  exposure  to  the  cold  of  material  known  to  be  rich 
in  nitrifying  organisms  during  warm  weather  reduces  the  activity 
of  these  organisms  practically  to  zero,  and  that  such  material  upon 
mixture  with  new  sand  is  of  little  aid  in  hastening  nitrification. 

The  results  of  analyses  are  as  follows  :  — 


Table  showing  ResuUa  of  Analyses  of  Effluents  of  Special  Filters  Nos.  V.,  VI, 

and  VIL 
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Nitrification   not  Serinualy   interrupted  by  Waahing   Filtering 
MateriaU. 

Instructive  experiments  have  been  made,  showing  that  well-nitri- 
fied effluents  from  6lterg  of  either  coarse  or  fine  material,  when 
mixed  with  crude  sewRge,  have  tittle  influence  in  hastening  nitrifi- 
cation. All  results  go  to  show  that  thorough  purification  by  filtra- 
tion require!^  the  nitrifying  organisms  in  an  active  state  to  be  attacbod 
to  the  grains  of  filtering  material. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  washing  the  sand  and  gravel  does  not  seem  to  remove  these 
organisms  so  as  to  seriously  interrupt  the  process  of  nitrifica- 
tion. 

The  chief  features  of  our  present  knowledge  upon  nitrificatioD 
have  been  pointed  out  aufficientty  in  the  present  section  i  but  it 
will  be  found  that  some  of  the  more  practical  points  are  discussed 
at  greater  length  in  subsequent  sections,  upon  resting  sewage  filters* 
page  4y2,  and  upon  the  effect  of  winter  weather  upon  the  purifica- 
tion of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration,  page  613. 


AVE&AOE   PURFFICATION    OF    SeWAGE    BT   THE    SEVERAL   FiLTEBS 

IN  1894. 

In  the  following  table  are  given  the  average  results,  showing  the 
qualitative  and  quantitative  efficiency  of  the  several  filters  to  which 
ordinary  sewage  has  been  applied.  The  removal  of  organic  matter 
is  indicated  both  by  albuminoid  ammonia  and  by  oxygen  con- 
Bumed. 

As  a  matter  of  convenience,  some  of  the  more  important  statistics 
concerning  the  construction  and  history  of  the  filters  are  also  pre- 
sented. Outlines  of  the  operation  and  results  of  analyses  for  the 
year  1894  will  be  found  on  pages  542-572.  A  discussion  of  some  of 
the  more  important  features  of  the  results  are  given  in  the  follow- 
ing sections.  A  summary  of  the  results  upon  the  remaining  sewage 
filters  during  the  past  year  appears  in  the  section  upon  "Rapid  fil- 
tration of  sewage  from  which  sludge  has  been  removed  by  different 
methods,"  pages  536-541.  The  average  purification  of  sewage  by 
the  several  oul-door  filters,  IP88  to  1894,  inclusive,  is  shown  by 
years,  and  is  discussed  on  pages  497-531. 
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Average  Per  CerU.  of  Albuminoid  Ammonia,  Oxygen  conmmed  and  of  Bacteria, 
removed  from  Sewage  by  the  Several  FiUere,  tiHth  Average  Ratet  of  Filtration, 
1894. 
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The  qualitative  results  obtained  from  the  older  filters  are  some- 
what better,  on  the  whole,  than  those  obtained  in  1893.  This  ie 
particularly  the  case  with  the  larger  fitters  placed  out  of  doors 
(Nos.  1  to  9  A)  ;  the  rates  of  filtration,  however,  have  been  re- 
duced in  several  cases,  instead  of  removing  and  replacing  the  surface 
layers,  as  is  stated  under  the  "  management  of  filters."  The  new 
filters,  Mos.  21  A  and  22  A,  have  given  results  which  are  among  the 
most  satisfactory  yet  obtained  at  the  station.  An  outline  of  these 
experiments  will  be  found  beyond. 

Bacterial  Purification. 
Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  species  of  bacteria 
found  in  the  effluenta  of  Filters  Nos.  2  and  i.     Under  normal  con- 
ditions the  bacteria  (0  to  50  per  cubic  centimeter,  as  compared  with 
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500,000  to  3,000,000  in  sewage)  have  been  found  to  be  chiefly 
B.  fluorescena  h'quefaciens,  B,  proteus,  B.  candicans,  B.  circutans 
and  B.  sitbtilis,  none  of  which,  so  far  aa  is  known,  is  in  any  way 
injiirioug  to  health.  These  species,  moreover,  are  not  the  prevaiJ- 
ing  ones  in  the  applied  sewage.  When  there  is  clogging  in  the 
upper  layers  and  nitrification  is  impaired,  the  number  of  bacteria 
in  the  effluents  usually  increases.  It  appears  from  the  study  of 
the  bacteria  in  the  effluents  that  they  arise  from  the  growth  of  a 
very  few  hardy  r^pecieu  in  the  filters,  and  that  they  do  not  paaa 
through  from  top  to  bottom.  With  the  experimental  filters  of 
coarser  material  there  has  been  found  to  be  a  more  or  less  direct 
connection  between  the  bacterial  llora  of  the  efiluents  and  that  of  the 
sewage;  as  is  the  case  with  the  finer  filters,  the  bacterial  purificatioa 
is  greatest  when  the  conditions  for  nitrification  and  other  proceeses 
are  moat  favorable. 

Permanency  op  Sewage  FrLXEns. 
The  peTmunency  of  sewage  fitters  is  regarded  as  the  ability  of  the 
main  body  of  material  below  the  upper  six  inches  to  purify  sewage, 
under  proper  conditions  of  filtration,  for  an  indefinite  time.  The 
sludge,  fats  and  other  organic  matters  in  sewage  are  deposited  in 
the  upper  layers  of  the  filter,  and  this  portion  requires  eapecinl 
attention  from  time  to  time  to  secure  continuous  efficiency,  as  is 
noted  In  the  next  chapter,  under  "  management  of  filters."  In  th« 
annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1893  it  was  shown  that  the  average 
storage  of  nitrogen  in  the  filters  was  no  greater  at  the  end  than  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  In  the  present  report  the  evidence  upon 
the  storage  and  removal  of  organisms  with  regard  to  the  permaoenoy 
of  filters  is  presented  along  two  lines:  first,  the  consideration  of 
nitrogenous  matters  ;  and,  second,  that  of  fats. 

Slorarfe  and  Removal  of  Nitrogenous  Matters  in  Sewage.  Filters. 

It  wa?  stated  in  the  last  report  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  obtain 
satisfactory  estimates  of  the  amount  of  nitrogen  stored  in  the  filters 
from  the  determination  of  the  material  itself,  owing  to  the  disturb- 
ances, causing  unequal  distribution,  which  had  been  made  of  the 
upper  layers  where  the  storage  is  greatest.  This  difficulty  was 
largely  overcome  by  getting,  as  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
stored  nitrogen,  the  dilTeronce  between  the  nitrogen  of  the  applied 
aewage  and  that  of  the  effluent  balance.     By  this  method  it  is  n«oe>'. 
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sary  to  use  several  somewhat  arbitrary  factors  in  the  calculation ; 
and,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  greater  accuracy,  this  subject  has 
received  increased  attention  during  the  past  year. 

One  of  these  factors  is  used  in  calculating  the  organic  nitrogen 
from  the  albuminoid  ammonia  determination.  Throughout  these 
investigations  the  organic  nitrogen  has  been  taken  as  fourteen-seven- 
teenths  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  doubled.  This  factor  of  50  per 
cent,  for  the  albuminoid  ammonia  is  based  on  the  comparison  of 
numerous  results  obtained  in  1888  to  1890  by  the  Wanklyn  albu-  ' 
minoid  ammonia,  and  the  Kjeldahl  organic  nitrogen,  methods,  from 
various  substances. 

The  station  sewage  of  the  past  year  has  been  found  to  be  some- 
what different  in  composition  from  that  of  five  years  ago,  and  from 
the  data  at  hand  it  appears  that  the  factor  for  albuminoid  ammonia 
is  rather  variable,  but  averages  at  present  about  40  per  cent.  On 
page  460  this  subject  has  received  some  discussion,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  it  was  stated  that  many  of  the  earlier  analyses 
were  made  in  the  Boston  laboratory  before  the  Lawrence  laboratory 
was  established,  and  the  increased  delay  allowing  further  decomposi- 
tion is  undoubtedly  a  prominent  point  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

The  other  important  factor  of  an  arbitrary  nature  is  that  used  to 
express  the  loss  of  nitrogen  during  the  process  of  nitrification. 
From  accurate  determinations  of  nitrogen  in  the  applied  sewage,  in 
the  effluents  and  in  the  materials  themselves  made  during  the  earlier 
years  when  the  upper  layers  of  the  filters  had  not  been  disturbed,  it 
was  learned  that  this  factor  ordinarily  ranged  from  25  to  35  per 
cent.,  and  averaged  about  30  per  cent.  At  the  present  time  the 
conditions  influencing  this  loss  of  nitrogen  are  not  clearly  under- 
stood, although  it'  is  known  that  nitrification  causes  the  escape  into 
the  atmosphere  of  nitrogen  gas.  The  data  at  hand  still  go  to  show 
that  this  factor  is  variable,  but  indicate  that  30  per  cent,  is  a  little 
too  high. 

Considering  these  factors  together,  it  appears  that  both  are  rather 
variable,  that  one  is  too  low,  the  other  too  high,  and  that  the  errors 
to  a  large  extent  offset  each  other.  In  short  periods  the  results 
obtained  by  this  method  of  calculation  may,  perhaps,  in  a  few  cases 
be  a  little  misleading,  but  from  long  periods  there  are  strong 
grounds  for  believing  that  they  yield  a  reasonable  approximation  to 
the  truth. 

In  the  table  below  are  presented  results  upon  the  storage  of  nitro- 
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^H           gen  in  the  several  sewage  filters  during  the  year  1894.     The  metboclH 
^M          of  calculatiim  is  the  same  as  that  used  for  the  1893  results ;  that  is,V 
^H           estimatea  of  the  storage  or  removal,  taken  as  the  difference  between 
^H           the  nitrogen  in  the  plain  sewage  and  that  appearing  in  the  efflueot 
^H           including  30  per  cent.  loss.     Bearing  in  mind  the  above  coiumeols 
^H           upon  this  method  of  calculation,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  results  con-fl 
^H           firm,  generally,  the  conclusions  drawn  in  the  preceding  reports.     aH 
^H           summary  of  our  present  knowledge  upon  this  subject  is  deferredH 
^H           until  the  data  of  the  storage  of  nitrogen  and  of  fats  in  the  liltcnogfl 
^H           materials  themselves  have  been  presented.                                                  H 
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Filters  Nos.  1,  5A,  6  and  9A,  which  are  placed  out  of  doora,  V 
each  costaioed  less  stored  organic  matter  id  December  than  in  Janu-  fl 
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ary.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  results  of  analyses  of  the  filtering 
materials  themselves.  Numerous  determinations  of  the  nitrogen  in 
the  sands  from  the  different  filters  have  been  made,  and,  while  it  has 
been  found  that  the  results  were  quite  variable  in  those  cases  in 
which  the  upper  layers  of  the  filter  have  been  recently  disturbed, 
yet  series  of  results  show  a  reasonably  close  agreement  in  those 
instances  where  there  has  been  no  disturbance  of  the  surface  layers 
below  the  upper  inch  for  a  period  of  six  months  or  more. 

In  the  next  table  are  presented  the  results,  showing  the  amount 
of  nitrogenous  matter  stored  in  Filter  No.  1  in  October,  1894,  com- 
pared with  that  present  in  the  filter  in  December,  1893,  and  in 
March,  1895.  From  this  table  it  is  apparent  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  organic  matter  is  present  in  the  upper  foot  of  the  filtering 
material,  as  is  also  true  in  the  case  of  the  fats.  Nevertheless,  the 
storage  of  nitrogen  in  the  material  below  the  upper  foot  is  a  fairly 
good  index  to  the  permanency  of  the  filters. 

In  the  case  of  Filters  Nos.  1  and  9  A  there  are  presented  in  the 
table  below  the  amounts  of  nitrogenous  organic  matter  stored  in 
the  lower  four  feet  at  different  times  during  the  period  of  their 
operation.  These  results  confirm  those  presented  in  the  table  on 
page  488,  and  show  clearly  that  there  has  been  very  little  or  no 
increase  during  the  past  year  in  the  amount  of  stored  nitrogenous 
organic  matter  in  these  filters. 


Tdble  shotving  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand  of  Filter  No.  1  at  Differ- 
ent Depths,  calculated  from  Albuminoid  Ammonia  Determinations  and  Deduct- 
ing the  0.S3  Pari  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  8a7id, 

[Parts  per  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  sand.] 
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TfUiU  showing  the  Amtmnl  of  Nilrogtn  stored  on  Differtnt  Dales  in  the  Lotcer  Four 
Ftet  oflfalerinl  in  FHUrs  Noi.  1  and  9  A.  in  Pound*. 
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The  Storage  and  Removal  of  Fats  from  Fitters. 

Repeated  unaly.ses  have  been  made  of  the  amouDt  of  fat  stored  in 
Filters  Nos.  I,  t;  and  9  A.  In  all  cases  duriDg  the  latter  part  of 
1894  the  ntununt  of  fat  as  determined  by  extraction  with  ether  has 
been  found  to  he  considerably  less  than  the  amount  found  in  earlier 
years.  As  was  pointed  out  in  the  18il2  report,  however,  there 
possibility  that  these  matters  may  have  passed  into  some  compouod 
insohitile  in  ether,  and  thereby  escaped  the  regular  method  of  deter- 
minotion.  The  results  show  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  fatd,  not 
only  in  the  surface  layers,  but  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  6Iter8. 
The  results  of  these  determinations  ore  summarised  aa  follows :  — 

FiUtr  No.  I.  —  October,  1H94,  contained  4  pounds. 

Filter  No.  6.  —  March,  1892.  contained  14  pounds,  of  which  3.65 
pounds  were  removed  by  scraping.  September,  1893^  removed  by 
scraping  2.75  pounds.     October,  1894,  contained  2  pounds. 

Filter  No.  9  A. — January,  1894,  contained  14  pounds.  Novem- 
ber, 18!t4,  contained  11.7  pounds. 

These  various  results  confirm  conclusions  of  earlier  reports,  the  two 
most  important  of  which  are  as  follows  :  — 

1.  With  the  same  main  body  of  sand,  sewage  filters  may  contioiie 
to  purify  sewage  for  an  indefinite  time,  provided  they  receive  proper 
treatment  to  insure  sufficient  ventilation  for  the  oxidization  and 
nitrification  of  the  a[>plied  organic  matters. 

2.  Tl]at  the  permanency  of  j-ewage  filters  ts  independent  of  the 
size  of  the  filtering  material,  and  is  directly  depeadeut  upon  the 
treatment  which  tbey  receive. 
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Management  op  Filters  to  secure  their  Continuous 

ErFICIENCY. 

Since  the  treatment  which  the  filters  receive  is  the  most  impor- 
tant consideration  in  regard  to  their  permanency,  the  lessons  learned 
of  the  different  methods  of  management  to  secure  their  continuous 
efficiency  are  among  the  most  practical  and  important  results  ob- 
tained from  investigations  upon  sewage  purification.  This  subject 
has  received  especial  attention  during  the  past  two  years.  An  out- 
line of  our  present  knowledge  is  as  follows  :  — 


Making. 

The  accumulation  of  organic  matters  at  and  near  the  surface  of 
the  sewage  filters  will,  after  a  time,  produce  serious  clogging  and 
deterioration  of  the  qualitative  efliciency,  unless  some  preventive 
measures  are  adopted.  For  more  than  four  years  it  has  been  the 
practice  to  rake  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  about  one  inch  once  a 
week  ;  that  is,  after  six  days  of  daily  application  of  sewage.  With 
sewage  of  the  quality  of  that  obtained  at  the  station  this  systematic 
raking  of  the  surface  has  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  has  been 
found  to  be  superior  to  other  methods  of  regular  treatment.  Similar 
results  can  be  obtained  on  a  large  scale  by  harrowing.  When  sew- 
age is  applied  to  filters  in  large  quantities,  it  is  necessary  to  supple- 
ment this  method  of  preventing  surface  clogging  with  some  occasional 
further  treatment  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  layers  below  that 
reached  by  raking.  Such  treatment  is  ordinarily  best  afforded  by 
deeper  spading,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  as  is  described  beyond. 


Scraping. 

Under  the  conditions  which  exist  at  the  station,  the  removal,  by 
scraping,  of  thin  layers  of  material  from  the  surface  from  time  to 
time  has  not  been  found  advisable,  and  the  method  has  been  largely 
abandoned.  The  chief  objection  to  the  method  is  that  it  is  too  ex- 
pensive for  the  benefit  that  is  derived  from  it.  After  a  time  the 
upper  portion  of  a  filter  which  has  been  systematically  scraped  be- 
comes so  compact  that  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  practically  the 
same  treatment  as  is  the  case  when  the  cheaper  method  of  system- 
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atic  raking  has  been  followed.  Owiag  to  the  state  of  decompositioD 
and  to  other  conditions  of  the  sewage  pumped  at  the  station,  the 
sludge  ia  in  more  finely  divided  particles  than  in  some  of  the  fresher 
sewages,  such  as  arc  found  in  several  of  the  sewage-disposal  establish- 
ments in  the  State.  With  the  latter  sewages  the  sludge  is  deposited 
to  a  greater  extent  upon  the  surface,  and  penetrates  into  the  pores  of 
the  materinl  to  a  less  extent  than  at  Lawrence.  Under  these  con- 
ditions it  is  certainly  advisable  to  scrape  off  the  surface  scum  of 
aooumulated  sludge,  rather  than  to  rako  it  into  the  filter.  Scraping 
is  also  a  useful  method  of  treatment  in  those  cases  where  filters  are 
clogged  to  the  depth  of  several  inches  below  the  surface,  and  where 
it  is  necessary  to  rejuvenate  the  filters  as  quickly  as  possible.  These 
conditions  are  likely  to  occur  when  the  area  of  the  filtering  surface 
is  very  limited,  and  particularly  under  conditions  where  full  benefit 
cannot  be  derived  from  ploughing  or  resting. 


Ploughing. 
Whether  the  method  of  systematic  treatment  for  the  removal  of 
surface  clogging  is  raking  or  scraping,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
process  of  filtration  is  materially  aided  by  occasional  deep  spading, 
corresponding  to  ploughing.  Many  of  the  experimental  filters  dur- 
ing the  past  year  have  been  spaded  over  in  this  manner  in  the  early 
spring  (April  I)  and  again  in  the  fall.  .\t  all  seasons  of  the  year 
this  treatment  has  the  advantage  of  rendering  the  filters  more  porous, 
thereby  increasing  ventilation  and  facilitating  the  process  of  oxida- 
tion. It  may  be  noted  here,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  Filter  Ko. 
5  A,  filled  with  a  sifted  gravel  and  completely  under-drained,  plough- 
ing causes  the  sewage  to  pass  through  so  quickly  that  full  benefit  is 
not  derived  from  the  filtration.  During  the  period  of  most  active 
nitrification  (April  to  October)  it  is  of  much  assistance  in  causing 
the  removal  of  fiits  and  other  organic  matters  from  the  upper  layers 
of  the  filtering  material. 

Resting. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1893  it  was  shown  that  the 

clogging  in  the  surface  layers  of  the  filter  may  be  materially  reduced 

by  resting.     This  method  has  been  tried  upon  several  of  the  filtera 

during  the  past  year.     The  results  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 
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1 .  The  organic  matter  stored  in  the  upper  layers  of  the  filters  may 
be  largely  removed  by  resting  them  daring  the  warmer  months 
of  the  year. 

2.  The  removal  is  much  hastened  by  ploughing  the  surface  of  the 
filters ;  in  fact,  when  the  clogging  is  so  great  as  to  cause  the 
material  to  hold  itself  nearly  saturated,  resting  alone  is  of  little 
aid. 

3.  Resting  during  the  winter  months  effects  practically  no  re- 
moval of  the  organic  matter,  although  it  prevents,  of  course,  a  fur- 
ther increase. 

4.  The  period  of  resting  should  not  be  too  long,  particularly  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  when  the  nitrifying  organisms  are  less  active, 
because  there  is  danger  of  these  organisms  dying  out,  thereby 
necessitating  a  period  of  •*  biological  reconstruction,"  in  which  the 
processes  may  become  re-established.  This  appears  to  have  been 
the  case  with  Filters  Nos.  1,  6  and  9  A,  which  were  rested  during 
the  month  of  November. 


Cropping. 

The  removal  of  stored  organic  matter  from  the  upper  layers  of 
filters  by  means  of  growing  crops  has  not  received,  as  yet,  any 
especial  investigation  at  the  station,  but  the  following  observation 
is  of  interest  in  this  connection  :  — 

In  June  wild  grass,  chiefly  Panicum  diehotomum^  appeared  upon 
the  surface  of  Filter  No.  2,  and  grew  very  luxuriantly  during  the 
middle  of  the  summer.  The  greater  part  of  the  growth  was  at  and 
near  the  edges  of  the  trenches,  where  it  was  very  thick.  The  grass 
was  cut  on  August  15.  At  the  existing  rate  of  filtration  it  took  the 
sewage  nearly  two  weeks  to  pass  through  the  filter  of  fine  sand. 
Bearing  this  in  mind,  and  comparing  the  results  of  analyses  of  the 
effluent  in  the  table  beyond,  it  will  be  seen  that  for  about  two  months 
in  midsummer,  when  the  grass  was  growing  on  the  surface,  the 
nitrates  in  the  efiuent  gradually  decreased,  and  upon  cutting  the 
grass  they  quickly  increased.  As  there  was  no  clogging  or  other 
complication  so  far  as  is  known,  it  appears  that  the  equivalent  of 
about  half  the  amount  in  the  applied  sewage  was  utilized  for  a  time 
by  the  growing  plants. 
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^H                   Application  of  Seimje  (o  Trenches.  —  Lateral  Filtration. 

^H               Filter'  iVb.  2.  —  This  filter,  of  very  fine  saDd,  has  received  sewage 

^H          in  treaches  tilled  with  coarse  B&nd,  as  described  in  the  report  for 

^H          1893.     The  trenches  were  relieved  from  clog^in^  at  the  bottom  and 

^H          sides  on  Dec.  2.  1893,  and  since  that  time  the  filter  has  given  an 

^H         effluent  which  regularly  improved  in  quality  during  the  winter,  and 

^^1 .        which  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  the  liiitt  half  of  the  year. 

^B          Clogging  appeared  at  the  end  of  November,  1894,  at  the  same  place 

^H           as  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  fitter  was  treated  in  a  similar  waj 

^M           in  December,  1894.     No  material  has  been  removed  from  the  filler, 

^M           which  was  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,   four  inches 

^M           deep  on  March  31.     The  average  results  for  the  year  indioat«  a 

^P            removal  of  97  per  cent,  of  organic   matter  (albuminoid  ammonia) 

and   99,95    per   cent,  of  bacteria  from  the  applied  sewage.     The 

average  rate  of  filtration  has  been  43.900  gallons  per  acre  daily  for 

sis  days  in  the  week,  calculated  for  the  entire  area.     For  the  area 

of  the  trenches  alone  this  rate  is  ef|uivalent  to  H56,OOt)  gallons. 

Filter  No.  4.  —  This  filter,  of  very  line  river  silt,  has  received 
sewage  in  trenches  of  coarse  sand,  described  in  preceding  report^ 
The  trenches  were  raked  at  the  sides  and  bottom  on  July  18.     Tho 
iivonige  rate  of  filtration  for  the  entire  area  has  been  20,100  gallons 
per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week  in  1894,  and  the  removal  of 
^L            organic  matter  (albuminoid  ammonia)  and  of  bacteria    has   been. 
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respectively,  95  and  99.99  per  cent.  This  filter  has  coatained  more 
aod  more  stored  organic  matter  each  year,  and  it  may  be  safely 
stated  that  it  would  be  practically  useless  as  a  filter  were  it  not  for 
the  trenches.  The  subject  of  the  application  of  sewage  to  filters  of 
fine  material,  by  means  of  trenches  of  coarser  sand,  has  received 
special  attention  for  more  than  six  years. 

The  results,  on  the  whole,  show  that  this  method  of  treatment 
has  much  merit,  and  onr  present  knowledge  concerning  it  may  be 
summarized  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Both  the  qaalitative  and  quantitative  efSciency  of  filters  of 
fine  material  are  aided  materially  by  the  application  of  sewage  to 
trenches  filled  with  coarse  sand. 

2.  Ventilation  of  the  maio  body  of  the  filtering  material  is  in- 
creased by  the  absence  of  sewage  from  the  surface  of  the  fine 
material. 

'3.  The  application  of  the  sewage  to  the  trenches  of  coarse  sand 
offers  the  following  advantages  :  — 

(a)    Less  likelihood  of  the  receiving  surface  becoming  frozen. 

(ft)    The  more  ready  removal  of  frost  if  such  occurs. 

(c)  Concentration  of  heat  in  the  trenches,  whereby  the  biological 
processes  are  aided  during  the  winter  months. 

This  latter  point  is  brought  out  more  clearly  by  the  following 
table  of  results  from  Filter  No.  2,  which  has  just  been  described. 
It  may  be  added  here  that  these  results  are  the  most  marked  ex- 
ample of  high  nitrification  and  steady  improvement  in  quality  of 
effluent  during  the  winter  months  which  have  been  obtained  at  the 
station. 


Table  showing  Monthly  Averages  of  AneUysea  of  Effluent  of  Filler  No.  2  during 

WinUr  of  1893-94. 
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"T^ 

~ii^ 



[ 

Siiww.li 

— 

■^ 

w^ 

" 

i 

DlT£-ItlB3.M. 

"iirS* 

1 

I 

1 

i 

i 

E 
1 

i 

i 

i 

MftW 

^f, 

« 

f» 

(Mil 

7ni 

w 

i; 

w. 

M 

.vm  l.om 

9. IB 

4-M   .0000^ 

.u 

X,IW 

498 


STATE   BOARD  OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


4.  The  removal  of  organic  matter  by  growing  vegetation  upon 
the  finer  material  between  the  trenches  and  where  no  sewage  is 
npptiod  is  a  subject  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

5.  The  trenches  dispose  of  the  sewage  much  more  readily  thaa  I 
might  be  expected,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  available  area  for  | 
filtration  includes  not  only  the  bottom  but  also  the  sides  of  the  I 
trenches. 

Filter  No.   10.  —  This  large  tank,  gj^  of  an  acre  in  area,  was  I 
filled  in  July  with  5  feet  in  depth  of  coarse  and  fine  sand  like  that  in 
Filter  No.  6,  nnd  having  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter.     No   ' 
coarse  material  for  under-drains  was  placed  beneath  the  sand  except   < 
directly  above  the  outlet.     A  partition  extending  3  feet  below  the 
surface  was  plnced  in  the  sand,  separating  that  quarter  of  the  surface 
which  was  farthest  removed  from  the  under-drain.     To  this  quarter 
of  the  surface  sewage  has  been  applied,  beginning  July   18,  at  the    ' 
rate  of  160,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  weeR. 
The  partition  caudes  the  aewage  to  paas  downward  for  3  feet,  and 
then  it  has  a  lateral  movement  through  a  distance  of  12  to  16  feet. 
This  experiment  has  not  been  continued  long  enough  to  warrant  any 
marked  conclusions,  but  the  results  so  far  as  they  go  are  very  satis- 
factory.    The  removal  of  organic  matter  (albuminoid  ammonia)  and 
of  bacteria  from  the  applied  sewage  has  fieen  97  per  cent,  and  99,3 
per  cent.,  respectively. 

The  favonibic  effect  of  lateral  filtration  in  trenches,  and  the  liigh  { 
degree  of  purification  of  the  sewage  at  Framingham  after  flowing  a  ■ 
long  distance  through  the  ground  to  springs  in  the  meadow,  indicate  i 
that  this  lateral  filtration  is  an  imiwrtant  feature  of  sewage  purifica- 
tion upon  a  large  scale.  This  subject  has  recently  received  especial  I 
attention  at  the  station. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  management  of  filters,  see  the  I 
subsequent  chapters  on  the  effect  of  winter  weather  (page  513)  and 
comparison  of  conditions  of  experimental  filtration  with  those  in  I 
actual  practice  (page  532). 
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Summary  of  Seven  Years'  Results  from  Intermittent  Out- 
door Sewage  Filters,  to  show  the  Average  Quantitative 
AND  Qualitative  Efficiency  of  Experimental  Filtration. 

The  summary  includes  the  results  from  those  out-door  filters  which 
have  coDtinued  in  operation  during  the  past  year.  Some  of  the 
early  filters,  the  results  of  which  do  not  appear,  were  for  the  most 
part  constructed  of  loam,  peat  or  such  materials  as  were  found  to 
be  useless  for  filtering  purposes.  To  bring  out  the  work  of  the 
filters  more  clearly,  the  yearly  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the 
several  efiSuents  and  rates  of  filtration  are  presented,  together  with 
an  outline  of  the  most  important  features  in  the  operation  of  each 
filter.  Beyond  this  is  a  table  summarizing  the  results  of  the  work 
of  these  experimental  filters  from  the  beginning  of  the  investigations 
up  to  Jan.  1,  1895,  as  well  as  a  brief  review  of  the  general  condi- 
tion which  existed  during  the  entire  period. 

Filter  No.  1. 

This  filter  was  constracted  of  63  inches  in  depth  of  sand  of  the  effective 
size  of  0.48  millimeter. 

10.    Sewage  first  applied. 

17.    Trench  18  inches  wide  and  12  inches  from  the  edge  of  the  tank 
cut  through  the  ice,  and  reaching  into  the  sand  2  inches. 
Tufts  of  grass  pulled  up,  and  one-half  of  the  surface  levelled. 
Surface  of  the  filter  covered  with  canvas.* 
Canvas  cover  removed. 
Grass  cut. 
Grass  again  cut. 
26.    Grass  and  weeds  pulled  up. 

Surface  spaded  over  4  inches  in  depth. 

Surface  was  covered  with  canvas. 

Canvas  cover  removed. 

Surface  raked  1  inch  in  depth. 

Surface  raked  1  inch  in  depth. 

Surface  raked  1  inch  in  depth. 

Beginning  at  this  time,  surface  raked  to  a  depth  of  1  inch 

once  a  week. 
Surface  made   into  ridges  and  trenches;   trenches   raked  1 
inch  deep  weekly. 
Oct.      13.    Position  of  ridges  and  trenches  changed. 
Oct.  31  to  June  2,  1892.    Surface  of  trenches  was  scraped  and  the  mate- 
rial removed  placed  upon  the  ridges  eleven  times,  total 
depth  of  8  inches. 


1888. 

—  Jan.      10. 

Feb.     17. 

Nov.       1. 

Nov.     22. 

1889. 

—  March  13. 

June    29. 

Aug.      6. 

Nov.     26. 

Nov.     27. 

Nov      27. 

1890. 

April      8. 

April      8. 

April    18. 

June     12. 

June     29. 

1891. 

—  June     30. 

*  The  canvas  covers  were  in  all  eases  stretched  on  a  wooden  framework  so  as  to  allow  room  beneath 
the  canvas  for  the  distribution  of  sewage  and  treatment  of  surface  of  the  Alton. 
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FitUT  No.  2  —  Concluded. 

-  Jiini!      S,     Fiveincheanf  sandrmniived  from  the  eiirfacc;diii*fiiccleTellK 
Oct.      18.    Surface  raked  to  a  dcptii  of  S  inches. 

-  May        5.     Four  inches  of  sand  scraped  f lom  the  aurfuce. 
Mny     11.    Nine  iDches  of  aew  sand  put  on  to  briti^  uji  the  filter  to  it 

original  height. 
Dec.       2.    Six  inches  of  sand  taken  oft,  next  6  inches  spaded  over,  kdc]  ti 

upper  6  inches  replaced  and  mixed  with  the  sand  below. 
1894.  — Mnn'h  ill.    Surfactj  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  4  inches, 
Oct,  13  to  27.    No  sewage  applied. 
Nov.  5  to  -SO.    No  sewn^e  applied. 
Nov.       5.    Surface  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  8  inohes. 
Nov.      17.     Surface  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  8  inches. 


This 
having 

1887,— 


^^^  1891 

Ml 


first  applied. 
Jan.      II.    Two  trenches  18  and  li  inches,  respectively,  from  the  edg«  a 

the  tank  were  dug  into  the  material  1  foot  nide.  I  ton 

deep  and  Ullod  with  Filter  No.  1  sand. 
Jan.  33  to  Feb.  16.    Sew ag;e  entered  the  materia]  through  holes 
Feb.  17  to  March  31.     Heated  sewage  applied. 
Nov.     22,    Canvas  cover  put  over  tJie  surface. 
March  13,    Canvas  cover  removed. 

26,    Grass  out  over  one-half  the  surface. 
Nov.    26.    Grass  and  weeds  pulled  up. 
Nov.     ST.    Surface  spaded  i  inches  in  depth. 
Nov.     S7.    Canvas  cover  put  over  surface. 
March    3.    Surface  raked  I  inch  in  depth. 
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I'HUer  No.  2— Concluded. 
Oaovas  cover  removed,  surfnce  raked  1  inch  in  depth. 
Beginning  at  this  time,  surface  raked  1  inch  in  depth  each  week 
t.    Surface  spaded  over  4  inches  in  deptl]. 
1.    Surface  spaded  over  6  inches  in  depth. 
25.    Surface  trenched  and  ridged, 
U  to  April  11, 1892.    Two  and  five-tenths  inches  of  material  .scraped 
from  the  trenches  and  the  material  placed  on  the  ridges. 
6.    Canvas  cover  put  over  the  surface. 
Canvas  cover  removed. 
Kidges  and  trenches  levelled. 
Grass  cut. 

Surface  protected  bj  canvas  cover. 
Canvas  cover  removed. 

Two  trenches  were  constructed  like  those  dug  in  the  material 
Juno  11, 188)4,  and  each  filled  with  Filter  No.  9  sand. 
Mareh  4  to  April  1.    Trenches  covered  with  boards. 
Grass  and  weeds  cat. 
Grass  and  weeds  cut. 
Two  inches  of  sand  i 
fresh  material. 

Uec.       2.    Trenches  taken  out,  fine  sand  scraped  at  the  sides  and  the 

bottoms  of  the  trenches,  and  coarse  sand  replaced  after 

tnixingit  with  fine  sand  at  the  junction  of  the  two  materials. 

Dec.        4.     Trenches  covered  with  boards. 

-  March  17.     Boards  removed  from  the  trenches. 

March  31.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  4  inches. 
Aug.     1.^.    Grass  cul. 

Nov.     30.    Material  in  trenches  taken  out  and  fine  sand  scraped,  mate- 
rial replaced. 

Table  of  Tearly  Averages  of  Aw^ysei  of  Effluent  of  Filter  Ifo.  2. 

[Puu  p«  100,000.] 
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This  filter  nas  coDBtructed  of  60  inches  io  depth  of  fine  Band  of  an 
tive  Bize  of  0.04  millimeter,  and  contains  two  trencbea  of  coarse  sa 
effective  size  of  0.48  millimeter. 

18S7.  —  Dec.      19.    Sewage  first  applied  to  this  fitter. 

1888.  —  Jan.     23.    Two  holes  cut  through  the  frost  in  the  upper  layers  of  the 

Jan.     28.    Two  holes  cut  through  the  frost  in  the  upper  layeraof  the 

Feb.       6.  Five  holes  cut  through  the  frost. 

Feb.       7.  One  hole  cut  through  the  frost. 

Feb.      17.  Trench  18  inches  from  the  edge  cut  through  the  ice  i 

inches  into  the  sand. 

Nov.     32.  Tank  covered  with  boards. 

Dec.       5.  Boards  removed  and  surface  covered  with  canvas. 

1889.  —  March  13.  Canvas  cover  removed. 

June    34.    Weeds  and  grass  removed. 

June    S4.    Surface  of  outer  trench  of  coarse  sand  removed  and  rep 

bj  fresh  sand;  surface  left  3  inches  below  that  of  th 

of  the  filter. 
Oct.      26.    Grass  cut  on  one-half  of  the  surface. 
Nov.     16     Grass  on  the  coarse  sand  pulled  up. 
Nov.     27.    Surface  covered  with  canvas. 

1890.  --  Feb.     18.    Surface  of  coarse  sand  raked  and  levelled. 

April      8.    Canvas  removed. 

June      i.    Surface  of  coarse  sand  raked  1  inch  in  depth  each 

from  this  time. 
Oct.      27.    Grass  on  fine  sand  cut. 
1891.— 

1992. —  Feb.      11.    Boards  put  over  trenches. 
March  30.    Boards  removed. 
April      4.    One-half  Inch  of  sand  removed  from  the  surface  of 

trench. 
May       9.    One  inch  of  sand  removed  from  the  surface  of  outer  tt 
,  July  13  to  Aug.  5.    No  sewage  applied. 
July     27.    Grass  cut. 

Nov.     29.    Surface  protected  by  canvas  cover. 
1893.  —  March    6.    Two  inches  of  discolored  clogged  sand  removed  from  th 

face  of  the  outer  trench. 
March  11.    Coarse  sand  taken  out  and  replaced  after  scraping  ofl 

half  inch  of  the  line  sand  at  the  junction  of  the  two  i 

rials. 
March  11.    Canvas  cover  removed. 
May       6.    Turf  removed  from  surface  of  the  line  sand  between  the 

of  the  tank  and  the  outer  trench. 
June      2.    Ad  inner  treocli,  1  foot  inside  of  the  outer  trench,  w« 

1  foot  wide  and  3  feet  deep. 
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Fitler  No.  4  —  Concluded. 

-  July     31.    Entire  surface  raked  over. 
Aug.     81.    Gra^s  and  weedit  cut. 

Dec.       4.    Trenches  coTered  with  boards. 

-  Jan.     22.    Trenches  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  6  inches. 
March  17.    Boards  removed  from  trenches. 

April     2.    Entire  surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a 

depth  of  4  inches. 
Jutj     18.    Sand  removed  from  trenches,  sides  and  bottom  scraped  and 

raked,  and  coarse  sand  replaced. 


Tahlt  of  Yearly  Averages  of  Analyses  oj  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  4. 
[Parupcr  100,000.] 
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Fitter  No.  B  A. 
This  filter  was  constructed  in  September,  1891,  and  contained  60  inches 
in  depth  of  fine  sifted  gravel  of  an  effective  size  of  1.40  millimeters. 

1891.  — Sept.    14.    First  sewage  applied,  surface  raked  1  inch  in   depth  each 

1892.  —  March  29.    Threeinchesof  material  removed  from  the  surface,  and  for  the 

purpose  of  special  experiments  replaced  successive);  bj  1 

inch  of  Filter  No.  1  sand,  1  inch  of  Filter  No.  9  sand  and 

1  inch  of  Filter  No.  1  sand. 
May  20  to  June  2.    No  sewage  applied. 
Juno      2.    Upper  3  inches  removed  and  replaced  bj  3  inches  of  Filter 

No.  9  sand. 
Oct.  19  to  Nov.  6.    No  sewage  applied. 
Oct.      31.    Layer  2  inches  In  depth  of  fine  sand  removed, 
Nov.      4.    Layer  I  inch  in  depth  (last)  of  coarse  sand  removed. 
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^M                                                       Filler  No.  5  A  —  Conduded. 

^1            1893.— June     12.    Raki'd  to  a  depth  of  2  inches. 

^H                          Sept.    15.    Spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  b  depth  of  tf 

^H 

^H                          Dec.       2.    Two  inchea  of  material  scraped  from  the  surface,  which  yrm 

^H                                                  then  spadeil  orer,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

^H                                                   of  6  incliea. 

^B             1394.  — Mnrchai.    Spaded  over,  corrBapondiDg  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth  of  4 

^L 

^^L                       April     9.    Restored  to  its  original  depth,  and  new  and  old  materua 

^^H                                               mixed  together  at  the  junction. 

^^B                       Jnlj     13.    Spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth  of  4. 

^^B                       Dee.       1.    Spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth  of  < 

^V                       Tt^le  of  Ytarlt/  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Effluent  oj  Filter  No.  6  A. 

^1                                                                                                   [P.rUl»MO(l,DO<).] 
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H^                                                              Filler  No.  6.                                                   V 
^B               This  filter  was  constructed  in  1887  of  44  inches  of  mixed  coarse  and  flna  H 
^B           Band,  having  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter.                                              H 

^fl              138;$.  — Jan.      12.     First  sewage  applied.                                                                              1 

^r                           Jan.  33  to  Mareh  14,    Frost  interfered  with  filtration,  and  sewage  applied  ^B 

in  holes  dug  in  the  surface.                                                     ^H 

Nov.    22.    Surface  protected  by  ennras  cover.                                             ^H 

1880.  —  March  13.    Canvas  cover  removed,                                                              ^H 

^B                            Oct      86.    Grass  cut  from  one-half  of  atirface.                                ^^^^^H 

^h^                        Nov.     36.    Surface  protected  by  canvas  cover.                               ^^^^^^B 
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Filter  No.  6—  Concluded. 

1890.  —  April     8.    Canvas  cover  removed. 

Oct.      27.    Grass  cut  from  surface. 

Dec.     S3.    Surface  raked  to  a  depth  of  I  iocb. 

1891.  —  Jau.       1.    Beginning  at  this  date,  surface  waa  raked  to  a  depth  of  1  inch 

weekly. 

1892.  —  Mard)  29.    Two  inches  of  material  was  scraped  from  the  surface. 

April     3.    Material  removed  by  scraping  replaced  by  fresh  sand, 
April    11.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  6  inches. 
May     19.    Upper  foot  of  sand  removed,  second  foot  spaded  over,  and 

tipper  foot  replaced. 
1898.  —  Sept    25.    About  2  inches  of  clogged  material  scraped  from  the  aorface 

and  replaced  with  fresh  material. 
Deo.      S.    Surface  spaded  over  6  inches  deep. 
Dec.      4.    Canvas  cover  put  on. 
1894.  —  March  17.    Canvas  cover  removed. 

March  31.    Surface  spaded  over  4  Inches  deep. 
Sept.  21  to  Oct.  8.    No  sewage  applied. 
Oct.  30  to  Nov.  80.    No  sewage  applied. 
Nov.      8.    Surface  spaded  over  8  inches  deep. 
Nov.     17.    Surface  spaded  over  8  Inches  deep. 


ThbU  of  Yearly  Averages  of  AwUyse*  of  Effluent  of  Fitter  No.  6. 

[Put*  per  lOO.OOO.] 
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TbiB  filter  was  constructed  id  1887  aad  contained  44  inches  in  depth 
mixed  coarse  and  fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter,  abc 
which  was  10  inches  of  yellow  loam  and  6  inches  of  brown  loam. 

1888.  —  Jan.     12.    Two  trenches  dug  in  ihe  loam,  filled  with  coarse  sand. 

Jan.     14.    First  sewage  applied. 

Jan.  14  to  Feb.  6.    Sewage  applieJ  through  four  holes  picked  in   I 

coarse  msteriHl. 
Feb.     18.    Two  inches  of  sand  remored  from  trenches. 
July     25.    Five-tentlis  of  an  inch  of  material  scraped  from  the  surfi 

of  the  fine  loam. 
Nov.     22.    Surface  pfotected  by  a  canvas  cover. 

1889.  —  March  13.    Canvas  cover  removed. 

June  25.  A  circular  trench  dug  3.5  feet  deep  and  S  feet  wide,  a 
coarse  gravel  and  stones  placed  in  it.  An  open-joini 
pipe  6  inches  in  diameter  was  also  laid  in  this  trench 
inches  in  depth  from  the  surface ;  sewage  was  applied 
the  drain  connected  with  Ibis  sub-surface  pipe. 

1890.  —  Surface  of  the  material  covered  with  a  scattering  growth  of  grass  s 

weeds  from  May  to  Uctober. 

1891.  —  July     18.    Grass  cut. 

1893.  —  Aug.  4  to  Oct.  6.    Sub-surface  pipe  clogged,  no  sewage  applied. 
Oct.        7.     Pipe  taken  up,  cleaned  and  re-laid. 

1893.  —  April    26.    Sub-surface  pipe  taken  np,  cleaned  and  re-laid. 

1894.  —  July      5.    Experiment  discontinued. 


Table  of  Yearly  Averages  of  Amlyte*  of  Effluent  oj  Filter  No.  7. 
[Psru  per  100,000.] 
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..   Filter  No.  9  A. 

This  filter  was  constructed  in  October,  1890,  and  contained  60  inches  in 
depth  of  medium  fine  sand,  having  an  effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter. 

1890.  —  Nov.     18.    Sewage  first  applied,  surface  raked  to  a  depth  of  1  inch  each 

week. 

1891.  —  Aug.    31.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  4  inches. 
Oct.      19.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  4  inches. :  ■ 

Nov.      5.    Surface  made  into  ridges  and  trenches. 
Nov.      9.    Twenty-five  bne-hundredths  of  an  inch  of  sand  from  the 

trenches  removed  and  pat  upon  the  ridges. 

1892.  —  Jan.       1.    One  inch  of  sand  taken  from  trenches. 

Feb.     11..   Surface  protected  by  cauvas  cover. 

April      1.    Canvas  cover  removed. 

May  6  to  25.    No  sewage  applied. . 

May     10,    Surface  levelied,  6  inches  of  sand  removed,  and  stratified 

layers  removed. 
July     18.    Raking  of   the  surface  discontinued,  and  surface  scraped 

when  necessary  to  relieve  clogging. 
Sept.      9.    Scum  scraped  from  the  surface.  , 

Sept.    20.    Scraped  0.40  of  an  inch  of  material  from  the  surface. 
Oct.       7.    Scraped  0.53  of  an  inch  from  the  surface. 
Oct.  20  to  31.    No  sewage  applied. 
Nov.      9.    Scraped  0.5S  of  an  inch  from  the  surface. 
Nov.     29.    Surface  protected  by  canvas  cover. 

1893.  —  Jan.  1  to  Nov.  16.    Surface  scraped  nine  times,  4  inches  of  material  re- 

moved. 
March    7.    Canvas  cover  removed. 
March  14.    Filter  filled  to  original  depth. 
July     13.    Weeds  cut. 
July    31.    Weeds  pulled  up. 
Sept.    25.    Filter  filled  to  original  depth. 
Nov.  16  to  22.    Four  and  five-tenths  inches  of  material  scraped  off.    This 

was  not  clogged  with  organic  matters,  but  was  very  compact. 
Dec.       2.    Sand  removed  from  November  16  to  22,  replaced  with  enough 

new  sand  to  bring  up  the  filter  to  the  original  depth. 

1894.  —  Feb.       1.    Scraping  discontinued,  and  weekly  raking  to  a  depth  of   1 

inch  resumed. 
March  31.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  4  inches. 
Oct.  13  to  28.    No  sewage  applied. 
Nov.  3  to  28.    No  sewage  applied. 
Nov.      5.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 

of  8  inches. 
Nov.     17.    Surface  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  ploughing,  to  a  depth 
•   ■  of  8  inches. 
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The  yearly  averages  of  analyses  of  the  statioo  sewage  hare  been 
tabulated  and  discussed  on  page  456.     Those  results  showed  that 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  period  covered  by  these  investigations, 
the  sewage  has  been  much  stronger  than  formerly.     Tbia  fact  is  also 
ehown  by  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  effluents,  which   have 
latterly  contained  much  larger  amounts  of  chlorine  and  of  nitrogea, 
in  the  form  of  nitrates. 

With  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the  effluents,  it  is  desired 
to   call    attention   at   this   time   to   two    principal    points,    as    fol- 
,  lows :  — 

1.  The  quality  of  the  effluents,  as  indicated  by  the   free    and 
atbuminoid  ammonia  and  the  oxygen  consumed,  has  been  less  eatis- 
fcctory  during  the  past  four  years  than  it  was  prior  to  1891, 

2.  During    18S14  the  quality  of  each  of  the  effluents,  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  Filter  No.  4,  has  been  better  than  it  was  during          | 
the  preceding  year. 

Adding  to  the  second  one  of  the  above-mentioned  facts,  the  infor- 
mation  which  was  presented  on  storage  of  nitrogenous  matter  and  fats, 
under  the  question  of  "  i>enuanency  of  filters,"  it  is  clear  enuttgb, 
after  seven  years'  experience  with  intermittent  sewage  filters,   that 
there  is  no  ground  for  the  belief  that  the  usefulness  of  sand  filters  in 
the  purification  of  sewage  becomes  more  and  more  limited  as  they 
1    4X>ntinue  in  service.     As  has  been  noted  in  this  and  earlier  reports, 
■intermittent  sewage  filters  will  continue  to  do  good  work  for  >d 
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indefinite  time,  provided  they  receive  proper  management.  But 
the  questioD  may  arise,  How  is  it  that  there  has  heen  such  a  deterio- 
ration in  the  quality  of  the  sewage  effluents  during  the  past  few 
years?  In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  said  that  the  conditions  of 
operation  of  the  experimental  filters  have  been  different;  and  so 
far  as  is  known  this  is  a  full  explanation  of  the  differences  ia 
the  analytical  results  presented  in  the  tables  on  the  foregoing 
pages. 

Some  of  the  changes  in  conditions  were  not  anticipated,  hut 
a  majority  of  them  were  purposely  made  and  maintained  for  the  siike 
of  learning  what  results  would  be  obtained  under  certain  circum- 
stances which  would  probably  arise  in  actual  practice.  One  of  the 
results  of  experimentation  along  these  lines  was  the  fact  that  the 
effluents  have  suffered  deterioration  in  quality,  but  another  and  more 
important  result  is  the  information  which  has  heen  obtained  concern- 
ing the  eSbct  arising  from  certain  causes,  and  which  serves  as  a  guide 
whereby  the  Board  may  advise  the  local  authorities  in  Massachusetts 
with  regard  to  the  best  methods  of  sewage  disposal.  These  various 
factors  and  their  results  have  been  considered  in  detail  in  earlier 
reports  of  the  Board,  but  at  this  time,  when  we  are  considering  the 
work  of  the  filters  for  the  entire  period  of  the  investigations,  it 
will  lie  worth  while  to  briefly  note  some  of  the  conditions  which 
have  influenced  the  results  under  our  present  consideration. 


Brief  Review  of  Prominent  Factors  in  ihe  Operation  af  the  Experi' 
mental  Sen-ar/e  Filters,  1888-94. 

During  the  first  winter  of  openitron  (1887—88)  when  the  filters 
were  new  and  unprotected  from  the  weather,  nitrification  did  not 
become  readily  established  until  warmer  weather  began.  With 
moderate  rates  of  filtration  and  with  comparatively  dilute  sewage, 
excellent  results  were  obtained  during  tho  latter  part  of  1888 ;  and 
the  results  continued  to  be  very  satisfactory  under  these  conditions 
through  the  winters  of  1888-89  and  1889-!t0,  by  the  aid  of  canvas 
covers  to  protect  the  filters  from  cold  weather. 

Beginning  in  the  early  part  of  1890,  some  difficulty  was  encoun- 
tered with  the  scum  which  had  accumulated  on  the  surface  of 
the  filters  from  the  sludge  of  the  applied  sewage.  In  the  spring  of 
this  year,  the  marked  advantage  of  raking  the  surface  weekly  to 


I  A  depth  of  I  inch  was  lei 


Excellent  results  with  regard  to 
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quality  of  effluent  were  obtained  d 
the  rates  of  filtration  were  increased 
the  Altera  under  this  improved  surfa 

The  condition  of  the  tilters  in  th( 
as  to  warrant  a  departure  from  the 
winters,  and  continue  the  operation 
with  the  surfaces  unprotected  from  tl 
tive  results  were  obtained,  showi 
interfered  considerably  with  the  c< 
yet  the  filters  yielded  effluents  supei 
any  other  method  for  the  purificat 
in  some  instances  there  were  obtain* 
the  quality  was  such  as  to  render  it 
be  turned  into  drinking  water  s 
and  very  serious  result  of  operal 
conditions  was  the  fact  that  a  coue 
matter  of  the  applied  sewage  remain 
and  was  removed  with  difficulty  afte 

During  the  early  part  of  1891,  th 
applied  sewage  became  quite  mart 
of  new  connections  which  were  made 
rates  of  filtration,  increased  strengtl 
of  organic  matters  in  the  filters  dur 
learned  in  the  spring  of  1891  tha 
of  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  1 
the  entrance  into  the  pores  of  the 
of  air.  With  the  view  to  increase  1 
surfaces  in  some  instances  were  arr 
trenches.  This  did  not  seem  to  fun 
nent  relief,  however,  and  the  qua 
summer  and  fall  of  1891  was  inf 
corresponding  seasons  of  the  preced 

Most  of  the  out-door  filters  we 
beginning  of  the  winter  of  1891-92 
this  climate.  About  half  of  the  fi 
weather  by  canvas  covers.  The  cl 
obtained  during  this  winter  was  the 
in  the  efBuents,  thereby  indicating 
matter  within  the  filtering  materials. 
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In  the  spring  of  1892  a  careful  etudy  was  made  of  tbe  filters,  and 
it  was  learned  that  not  only  did  clogging  come  from  the  surface 
layers,  but  also  from  the  presence,  in  a  majority  of  the  filters, 
of  "stratified  layers"  caused  by  throwing  the  material  into  water 
when  the  filters  were  first  constructed,  as  explained  in  detail  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1892.  One  of  tbe  m;irked  efl'ects  of 
these  btycrs  from  a  practical  point  of  view  was  that  they  excluded 
air  from  layers  beneath  them.  This  difficulty  was  remedied  in 
the  most  marked  instances  hy  taking  out  the  filtering  materials  and 
replacing  them  in  the  tanks  when  dry, 

During  1892  the  sewage  became  somewhat  stronger,  but  the 
high  rates  of  titration  were  still  continued,  as  much  benefit  was 
derived  from  the  treatment  noted  in  the  last  paragraph.  With 
regard  to  the  quality  of  the  effluents,  in  some  cases  there  was  an  im- 
provement, but  in  raust  cases  there  was  a  deterioration  when 
compared  with  the  results  of  the  preceding  year.  In  no  instances, 
however,  was  the  character  of  the  effluents  of  the  high  grade  which 
was  obtained  during  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  the  investiga- 
tions. 

One  of  tbe  results  of  the  above-mentioned  disturbance  of  the 
materials  was  that  tbe  filters  were  more  porous  for  a  time  than  was 
formerly  the  case.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  sewage  disappeared 
more  promptly,  and  nitrilication  improved.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
winter  of  1892— 93,  tbe  filters  were  in  fair  condition, — considerably 
better  on  the  whole  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  winter. 
About  half  of  the  filters  were  protected  from  the  cold.  The  storage 
of  organic  matter  in  the  filters  was  less  than  during  the  winter 
of  1891-92.  Nevertheless,  the  nitrification  became  very  incomplete 
before  the  winter  was  over,  in  the  case  of  nearly  all  of  the  fitters,  and 
tbe  amount  of  organic  matter  and  free  ammonia  in  the  effluents  was 
unsatisfactory. 

In  the  spring  of  1893  it  became  evident  that  while  effluents 
were  obtained  which  were  of  greater  purity  than  was  the  case 
with  chemical  precipitation  or  any  other  method  for  the  puri- 
fication of  sewage,  yet  some  radical  change  in  the  treatment 
of  the  filters  was  necessary  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory  ef- 
fluents. There  were  two  leading  factors  which  came  up  for 
discussion :  first,  the  removal  of  the  surface  layers  which  had 
become  clogged    through  overdosing;   and,  second,   the    reduction 
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of  the  quantity  of  applied  sewage,  which  was  gradually  becotninj 
stronger. 

It  was  decided  to  deal  with  one  f«ctor  at  a  time,  and  the  surfactfl 
of  the  filters  were  spaded  and  seraped  as  described  in  the   reportl 
of  the   Board    for    1893.     The   result   of  this    treatment  was  that  f 
nitrification  became  the  highest  in  the  history  of  the  investigation  up 
to  that  time,  and  the  organic  matter  stored  in  the  filtering  materials 
was  removed  to  a  marked  degree.     The   quality   of  the    etQuenta 
during  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  of  189.3  was  better,  on  an  average* 
than  had  been  the  case  since  the  summer  nf  1890,  when  the  hig 
rates  of  tittratfon  were  first  adopted. 

The  rainfall  during  the  autumn  of  1893  was  unusually  ligbt^fl 
and  the  sewage  became  exceptionally  concentrated  at  this  tinie.fl 
This  seemed  to  be  a  factor  ia  causing  less  complete  nitrificatioayfl 
although  the  chief  reason  doubtless  lay  in  the  insufficient  aeratioOi-T 
owing  to  the  sub-surface  clogging.  The  difficulty  arising  from  thi 
presence  in  the  filters  of  adjoining  layers  of  unlike  material  wa»fl 
eflfectively  remedied  Dec.  2,  1893.  But,  as  was  afterwards  learned,, 
the  remedy  came  too  late  to  allow  nitrification  to  become  well  | 
established  before  severe  winter  weather  set  in. 

As  a  result  of  the  above  treatment  the  filters  were  more  poroaa* 
and  during  the  winter  of  1893-94  disposed  of  the  usual  amount  ] 
of  strong  sewage  without  difficulty,  even  when  unprotected  from  the 
cold.  Nitrification  was  greater  than  during  any  preceding  winter, 
but  the  efiluents,  owing  to  the  cause  noted  above,  contained  mora 
organic  matter  than  was  desirable. 

In  the  spring  of  18^4  it  was  decided  to  reduce  the  quantityl 
of  applied  sewage  which  still  grew  stronger.  Accordingly  the  rates  I 
of  filtration  in  most  cases  were  reduced  by  about  one-third  on  April  I 
1, 1894.  The  object  of  this  decrease  in  quantityof  sewage  treated  by  1 
the  filters  was  of  course  to  insure  a  gain  in  the  quality  of  the  ellluents.  I 
During  the  warmer  months  of  1894  the  character  of  the  cffiuents.  on  ] 
the  whole,  was  very  satisfactory,  and  in  the  case  of  some  filtera  the  j 
ef^uent  was  the  best  which  had  been  obtatneil  up  to  that  time. 

In   the  fall  of  1894  it  was  the  purpose  to   remove  from  the  | 
filters    by  nitrification    as  much  of  the   stored   organic   matter   na 
possible,  and  to  have  the  process  of  nitrification  in  excellent  condi- 
tion at  the   beginning  of  cold   weather.     VV^ith   this  end   in  view, 
Filtei-s  No9.  1 ,  6  and  9  A  were  spaded  over,  corresponding  to  plough-  I 
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ing,  and  allowed  to  reat  for  about  one  month  as  has  been  already 
noted.  Cold  weather  began  early  in  November,  and  the  result  of 
this  treatment  was  that  the  activity  of  the  organiama  of  nitrification 
was  leaaened.  While  it  is  true  that  this  experience  led  to  a  negative 
reault  with  regard  to  the  problem  which  it  was  intended  to  solve, 
nevertheless,  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  it  is  one  of  much  im- 
portance. 

Comparison  of  the  Infiaence  exerted  upon  the  Reaulta  of  Filtration 
by  these  Various  Factors  in  Winter  and  Summer,  reapectivdy. 
From  the  detailed  accounts  of  the  work  of  the  several  filters,  year 
by  year,  aa  well  aa  from  the  brief  historical  review  which  has  just 
been  presented,  it  is  clear  that  the  effect  of  unfavorable  conditions 
upon  the  purification  of  sew^e  by  filtration  is  moat  marked,  aa  a 
general  rule,  during  the  winter  months.  In  order  to  bring  out  this 
idea  more  sharply  the  final  average  results  from  the  various  filters 
are  given  in  the  following  table,  and  in  the  second  table  beyond 
these  reaulta  are  divided  into  two  perioda,  namely,  summer  and 
winter.  These  divisiona  are  somewhat  arbitrary,  and  include  the 
months  of  May  to  October,  and  of  November  to  April,  respectively. 
This  was  done  largely,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  and  clearness,  as 
will  be  explained  subsequently,  and  it  is  not  to  be  suppoaed  that 
actual  winter  weather  in  Maasachuaetts  contiuuea  for  a  period  of 
six  months. 

Summary  of  the  Average  BeauUa  of  Seven  Tears'  Anaiytet  of  Effluenla  of  F3tera 
Noa.  1-9  A. 

[Part*  p«r  1<S,000.) 
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Bumman/  of  Enlire  Results  of  Analynea  of  Effiuents  of  Filters  Noa.  X—9  A  up  fa 
Nov.  1, 1894.  in  Six  Month  Periods,  to  show  the  Effect  of  WxjiUr  Weather. 

Filler  Xo.  1. 
[ParU  p«r  100,000.1 
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These  analytical  results  sbow  that  during  tbe  summer  months 

effluents  have  contained  in  each  case  larger  quantities  of  nitrates  ai 

fewer  bacteria  than  during  the  winter  montha.     Again,  if  we  exoe| 

Filters  Nos,  2  and  4,  of  very  fine  sand,  the  effluents  have  cootaiac 
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in  summer  the  least  free  ammonia  and  organic  matter  as  indicated 
by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed.  The  reasons 
why  Filters  Nos.  2  and  4  have  behaved  differently  than  the  other 
filters  are  exitlained  in  the  following  chapter,  in  which  is  given  a 
detailed  discussion  of  the  most  important  factors  that  have  exerted 
an  influence  upon  the  results  of  filtration.  The  present  chapter,  in 
which  considerable  material  is  presented  in  a  convenient  form  for 
reference,  may  serve  as  an  introduction  to  the  one  following. 

Detailed  Account  of  Factors  which  have  exerted  an  In- 
fluence ON  THE  Purification  of  Sewage  by  Experimental 
Intermittent   Filtration,   with    Especial   Refekesce    to 
Winter   Weather   in    Massachusetts,  and    Reasons    wht 
THE   Results    of    1888-89    were    better   than   those    of 
Recent  Wintera. 
From  the  summary  of  results  in  the  lust  chapter  it  is  plain  that 
the  quality   of  the  effluents  has  deteriorated  at  times  during  the 
latter  portion  of  the  investigations.     The  last  table  made  it  clear, 
also,  that  in  most  instances  it  has  been  during  the  colder  months  of 
the  year  that  this  deterioration  has  been  most  noticeable.     Partly 
with  the  view  to  aid  in  learning  what  is  the  best  management  of 
filters  under  these  circumstances,  and  partly  to  place  on  record  for 
convenient  use  an  analysis  of  the  more  prominent  factors,  a  detailed 
study  has  been  made  of  the  conditions  which  exert  an  influence  upon 
the  purification  of  sewage  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

In  order  to  make  this  study  more  complete,  and  to  show  the 
influence  of  the  various  factors  during  the  several  winters,  there  are 
given  in  the  set  of  tables  beyond  each  year's  results  from  the  efflu- 
ents of  the  several  filters  in  six  month  periods  up  to  Nov.  1,  1894. 
Many  of  the  earlier  results  have  been  similarly  presented  on  former 
occasions  in  order  to  show  the  effect  of  overdosing,  stratification, 
etc.,  and  the  influence  of  these  conditions  has  been  discussed  in 
earlier  reports  and  ia  very  briefly  referred  to  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter of  this  volume. 

Final  averages  of  the  analytical  results  arranged  in  six  month 
periods  have  been  presented  on  page  512.  As  an  introduction  to 
that  table  it  was  explained  that  the  results  of  analyses  are  divided 
into  two  periods,  namely,  the  summer  period.  May  to  Octuber, 
inclusive,  and  the  winter  period,  November  to  April,  inclusive, 
largely  on  the  ground  of  uniformity  and  clearness. 
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Coarse   filters,  which  contain   sufficient  air  in   their  pores,  usually 
begin  to  recover  rapidly  from  the  effects  of  winter  weather  about 
March  1.     At  this  time  fine  filters  in  some  instances  are  just  beginning 
to  yield  an  effiuent  containing  an  abnormal  amount  of  free  ammonia 
and  organic  matter.     The  time  during  which  they  may  continue  to 
do  unsatisfactory  work  is  more  extended  than  in  the  case  of  coarse 
filters,  owing  partly  to  the  greater  amount  of  water  held  in  the 
pores  of  the  filter,  and  consequently  a  less  prompt  remedy  of  the 
existing   difficulty.      There  are  other  factors   which    prolong   this 
period ;  they  are  not  all  clearly  understood,  but  a  point  well  worth 
mentioning  is  that  it  appears  to  be  mure  difficult  to  re-establish  the 
process   of  nitrification  in   material   that  holds   itself  saturated,  or 
nearly  so,  than  in  the  case  of  coarser  material,  where  there  is  more 
opportunity  for  aeration. 

These  explanations  will  make  it  clear  why  the  free  ammonia  and 
organic  matter  are  shown  by  the  following  tables  of  analyses  to  have 
been  higher  during  the  summer  than  during  the  winter  period. 

TaUe  showiag  Average  BesuUs  of  Analyses  of  Effluent  of  Filler  No.  1.  by  Six 
Month  Periods. 

[P.rt.  p«r  109,000.) 
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Tabk  showing  Results  of  Analyses  of  "  Regular"  Sewage  by  Six  Month  Periods. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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1.52 

.87 

.10 

1.86 

6.80 

- 

605,000 

May  Oct.,  1889, 

2.12 

.68 

.84 

2.86 

5.04 

- 

857,000 

Nov.,  1880  April,  1800, 

• 

• 

•       • 

1.51 

.03 

.84 

2.27 

4.88 

- 

488,000 

May-Oct.,  1800,       . 

2.05 

.66 

.80 

2.74 

6.06 

8.08 

1,415,000 

Nov.,  ISOO-April,  1801,  . 

1.68 

.62 

.31 

2.27 

4.73 

2.08 

621, OUO 

May-Oct.,  1801, 

2.02 

.76 

.88 

8.40 

0.00 

8.70 

880.000 

Nov.,  1801-April,  1802,  . 

2.40 

.01 

.38 

8.47 

7.00 

4.88 

815,000 

May  Oct.,  1802, 

2.54 

.70 

.82 

8.28 

0.81 

8.88 

733.000 

Nov.,  1392- April,  1803,   . 

2.40 

.73 

.36 

3.16 

7.24 

4.48 

070,000 

May-Oct.,  1803, 

2.74 

.63 

.26 

8.12 

0.66 

2.68 

851,000 

Nov.,  1803-April,  1804,   . 

2.88 

.65 

.28 

8.80 

6.02 

8.68 

820,000 

May-Oct.,  1804, 

3.75 

.68 

.24 

4.02 

0.86 

3.04 

1,472,000 

An  exhaustive  study  of  the  results  presented  in  the  foregoing 
table  means,  of  course,  frequent  reference  to  the  individual  results 
and  to  the  corresponding  accounts  of  the  work  of  the  filters.  They 
are  of  importance  in  connection  with  the  study  of  the  quantitative 
and  qualitative  efficiency,  as  well  as  of  the  permanency,  of  sewage 
filters.  But  at  this  time  it  is  the  purpose  to  discuss  the  changes  in 
conditions  which  have  taken  place  during  the  investigations,  and 
especially  to  note  the  difierences  in  conditions  and  in  results  during 
the  winter  of  1888-89  in  comparison  with  those  of  more  recent 
winters. 


/.     Composition  of  Sewage. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  sewage  in  the  table  on  the  last  page 
show  that  the  free  ammonia  has  increased  more  than  twofold  durlnsr 
these  investigations.  With  regard  to  the  albuminoid  ammonia  the 
change  has  been  comparatively  slight,  but  it  is  seen  from  the 
analyses  that  the  amount  of  crude  organic  matter  in  the  sewage 
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during  the  winter  of  1888-89  was  only  abuiit  one-hulf  of  tbe  averagfl| 
amount  present  during  the  past  three  winters.  The  fairest  idea  of! 
the  relative  strength  of  the  sewage  may  lie  obtained  from  tbe 
amounts  of  total  nitrogen,  which  ia  calculated  as  fourteen-seven- 
teenths  of  the  sum  of  the  free  nmmonia  and  double  the  albuminoid 
ammonia.  In  this  connection  it  is  instructive  to  consult  the  Jiacus* 
sion  on  the  decomposition  of  fresh  sewage  on  page  4C0. 


//.  Rate  of  FiUmfion. 
The  tables  of  results  from  the  older  fillers  show  that  on  the  whole 
larger  quantities  of  sewage  have  been  applied  duriug  the  recent  tbaa 
during  the  earlier  years  of  the  investigations.  This  is  especially 
noticeable  upon  examination  of  the  rates  of  6ltralion  during  tbe 
winter  of  liiSS-Sy,  when  in  the  ca«e  of  some  filters  the  quantitiea 
of  applied  sewage  were  leas  than  half  of  those  of  more  recent  winters. 


///.      Quantitative   Efficiency   expressed    in    Units   of   Unox'i 
Organic  Matter, 

The  quantitative  efficiency  of  a  filtering  material  for  the  porifii 
tion  of  sewage,  when  accurately  considered,  should  be  stated  itt 
units  of  unoxidized  and  unpurified  organic  matter.  The  reason  of 
this  is  the  marked  variation  in  the  strength  of  sewage,  rb  wm 
pointed  out  in  the  chapter  on  componition  of  sewage.  Knowing- 
that  the  rate  of  filtnition  alone  is  inadequate  for  precise  estinta- 
tion,  it  appears  from  our  present  knowledge  that  the  quantitative 
efficiency  can  be  best  ittatod  in  units  obtained  by  combining  wttit 
the  rate  of  filtration  the  strength  of  the  sewage. 

Multiplying  tbe  rate  (in  thousand  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six 
days  in  a  week)  by  the  total  nitrogen  (in  parts  per  100,000)  of  the 
applied  sewage,  we  have  fur  the  several  filters  tbe  results  presented 
in  the  table  below.  These  results  show  very  clearly  that  the  amount 
of  work  for  the  filters  to  do  in  the  earlier  winters,  and  especiu)I< 
that  of  1888-89,  was  much  lees  than  that  in  later  ones. 
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Table  showing  Amount  of  Sewage  applied  to  the  Several  Filters,  by  Six  Month 
Periods,  and  expressed  in  Units  of  Unoxidized  Organic  Matter. 


KiLT««  Noa. 

Pkuod. 

1. 

s. 

4. 

5  A. 

«. 

7. 

9  A. 

Jan.-Aprll,  1888,     . 

82 

70 

79 

- 

62 

68 

- 

May-Oot ,  1888, 

182 

78 

79 

- 

136 

56 

- 

Nov.,  1888.April,  1889,  . 

128 

48 

28 

- 

55 

18 

- 

May-Oct.,  1889, 

185 

94 

57 

- 

128 

43 

- 

Nov.,  1889-April,  1890,   . 

126 

100 

68 

- 

111 

68 

- 

May-Oot.,  1890, 

225 

178 

90 

-. 

153 

88 

- 

Nov.,  1890-ApriI,  1891,  . 

259 

145 

77 

- 

141 

79 

231 

May-Oct  ,1891, 

401 

204 

136 

99 

288 

68 

39 

Nov.,  1891.ApriI,  1892,  . 

430 

100 

m 

812 

118 

78 

81 

May-Oct.,  1892, 

413 

94 

113 

258 

174 

58 

278 

Nov.,  1892-Aprll,  189S,  . 

873 

78 

120 

341 

196 

111 

354 

May-Oct.,  1898, 

296 

140 

94 

856 

248 

119 

844 

Nov.,  l89S-Aprtl,  1894,  . 

815 

186 

78 

812 

284 

47 

291 

May-Oot.,  1894, 

289 

157 

70 

815 

209 

84 

280 

IV.     Qualitative  Efficiency  expressed  as  the  Percentage  of  Unoxi- 

dized  Nitrogen  removed. 

A  full  account  of  the  work  done  by  a  sewage  filter  demands  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  the  quality  of  the  effluent  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  unpurified  sewage.  It  is  a  matter  of  a  difficult  and 
arbitrary  nature,  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowledge,  to  find  a 
means  of  expressing  the  qualitative  efficiency  of  a  filter  in  which  an 
approximately  correct  value  is  given  to  the  nitrogen  in  the  form  of 
free  ammonia.  The  reason  of  this  is  the  fact  that  free  ammonia 
(present  in  comparatively  largo  amounts  in  sewage)  ix^prescnts  un- 
oxidized  nitrogen,  but  not  nitrogenous  organic  matter,  and  also 
appears  to  be  coincident  with  oxidation  of  carbonaceous  matter  re- 
quiring time  and  bacterial  action.  The  fairest  way  of  expressing 
the  degree  of  purification,  so  far  as  concerns  the  amount  of  work 
done,  seems  to  be  the  percentage  which  is  removed  of  the  total  un- 
oxidized  (and  unpurified)  nitrogen. 

The  method  which  is  outlined  above  is  carried  out  for  the  several 


522  STATE   BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

filters  in  the  first  table  below.  For  the  snke  of  greater  cleameBs 
several  exiilnnntory  stntements  will  l>e  repeated  with  regard  to  the 
method  of  calculation.  In  the  stntion  sewuge  the  uaoxidizcd  nitr'>- 
gen  corresponds  to  the  total  nitrogen  as.  generally  speaking,  nitrogen 
in  the  form  of  nitrites  and  nitrates  is  absent.  The  total  nitrogen  is 
present  in  the  freo  and  iilbuminoiil  ammonias  from  which  it  is  calcu- 
hited  as  fourteen-seventcenths  of  the  sum  of  the  free  ammonia  and 
double  the  albuminoid  ammonia. 

In  the  ctHuont  the  unoxidized  nitrogen  is  also  present  in  the  form 
of  free  and  albuminoid  ammonias,  and  ia  calculated  in  the  same  way 
aa  in  the  case  of  sewage.  The  nitrogen  corresponding  to  the  differ- 
ence Itetween  the  unoxidized  nitrogen  of  the  sewage  and  that  of  the 
rffluent  exists  in  sevemt  forma.  By  far  the  largest  part  of  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  eflluent  in  the  form  of  nitrates;  the  elHuents  fre- 
quently contain  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrites,  but  it  is  rare  that 
the  amount  is  more  than  u  trifling  one.  A  certain  amount  of  the 
nitrogen  of  the  unpuritied  sewage  is  tutored  in  the  filtering  material. 
In  several  instances  the  stored  nitrogen  in  the  upper  layers  of  filters 
has  been  removed  by  scraping,  as  was  described  in  previous  re- 
ports. The  remainder  of  the  nitrogen,  unaccounted  for  in  the 
effluents,  passes  olf  into  the  atmosphere,  probably  as  nitrogen  gas. 
From  this  explanation  it  is  plain  that  the  percentages  of  unoxidized 
nitrogen  in  the  first  table  below  are  calculated  from,  and  correspond 
to,  the  ditferences  in  the  unoxidized  nitrogen  of  the  sewage  and  that 
of  the  effluents. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  and  as  a  matter  of  reference  there 
are  presented  in  the  second  table  beyond  the  percentages  of  the 
crude  orgjinic  matter,  as  indicated  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia, 
which  have  been  removed  by  the  several  filters.  These  results,  like 
those  in  the  first  table,  are  obtained  from  the  dilference  in  the 
amounts  present  in  the  sewage  and  the  etHuentd. 

The  results  in  the  two  following  tables  show  clearly  that  during 
the  past  two  or  three  winters,  when  the  sewage  has  been  stronger 
nnd  the  rate  of  filtration  higher,  the  percentage  of  removal  of  un- 
oxidized  nitrogen  and  of  organic  matter  has  been  less  than  during 
earlier  winters  and  especially  that  of  1888-^9. 
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Toi/e  showing  Per  CkiU.  of  Unoxidited  NUmgen  rtmovtd  from  Sewage  by  each  of 
the  Several  FiiUrs,  by  Six  Monlh  Periods. 


r 

L-ni.Kg 

.. 

''"""*■ 

1. 

». 

A. 

.A. 

4.           ■». 

•  A. 

J«,..Apri1,  IIM,     . 
Mw-Oel.,  ISM,       . 

Not..  lasS-April,  im. 
Mny-Ocl.,  IBBB,       . 
Kov..  tBSg-April,  ISM, 

M.r-oct,  isw,     . 

Nov.,  IBW-Apill.  INI, 
li.j-<)«.,  IMI.        . 
Nov.,  IMl-AprtL.  int 
Uai-Ocl..  IN3, 
Nov.,  inW-Aprll,  I8BS, 
SI.r-Ool..  IBOi,       . 
3?OF.,l«B3-April,  ISW, 

M.r-o«.,  isKi.     . 

» 
w 

M 

M 

SB 
« 
M 

SI 

>I 

u 

M 
W 

M 

W 

T» 
M 

M 
V. 

w 

M 

W 

M 

aQ 

81 
It 

M 
M 

»T 

'■ 

SB 
«S 

M 

ei 

98 

w 

Table  ahowiug  Per  Cent,  of  Organic  Matter,  repreeenled  by  Albuminoid  Ammonia, 
removed  from  Sewage  by  each  of  the  Seoerai  FUiere,  by  Six  Month  Periods. 


~^ 

r.LT..N 

^ 

Piuap. 

'- 

>. 

*■ 

SA. 

•. 

». 

•  A. 

J«^April,H»B. 

n 

«T 

BC 

- 

B« 

SB 

- 

M.y-0«.,liM 

M 

M 

M 

- 

BB 

SB 

- 

Na>.,  IMB'April,  ISSa, 

ss 

as 

M 

ss 

B8 

- 

M»y-0=1.,1SM 

M 

w 

W 

- 

M 

Bit 

- 

Nov.,  ISSg-AprlL,  ISW. 

m 

ta 

M 

(7 

(18 

- 

M 

M 

BB 

M 

«fl 

Hov.iaw-April,  IMI, 

ss 

Mny-Oci.  19»1 

H 

M 

B« 

B7 

»7 

08 

No*.,  IBBI-ApriL.  ]N% 

gt 

■T 

9T 

M 

SB 

SB 

s» 

ifir-Oct.,  isgi 

n 

«B 

S9 

» 

07 

SB 

or 

No»-,li9S-April,lBl« 

19 

BJ 

BT 

77 

B» 

Bl 

SB 

Miy-Oel..  1B03, 

w 

M 

BS 

B7 

U 

SI 

s« 

Not.,  ia«-April.l»t 

B« 

M 

BS 

78 

n 

S8 

BS 

K 

9B 

M 

81 

" 

sa 

^ 
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Table  showing  Amouttt  (in  Units)  of  Uhoxidized  Nitrogen  retnoved  from  Sewage 

by  the  Several  Filters,  by  Six  Month  Periods. 


• 

Pkuod. 

FiLTKS  N08. 

1. 

t. 

4. 

5A. 

6. 

7. 

9  A. 

Jan.-April,  1888 

Hay-Oct,1888 

Nov.,  1888-AprU,  1889, 

May-Oct.,  1880, 

Nov.,  1889.April,  1800 

May-Oct ,  1800, 

Nov.,  1800-April,  1891, 

May-Oct.,  1801 

Nov.,  1601-April,  1803 

May-Oct.,  1802 

Nov.,  1802-AprtI,  1808 

May-Oct.,  1808 

Nov  ,  1893-April,  1804, 

May-Oct.,  1804, 


47 

00 

71 

- 

64 

63 

178 

68 

68 

- 

186 

66 

120 

42 

26 

- 

66 

18 

180 

08 

66 

- 

127 

42 

117 

00 

07 

- 

100 

67 

290 

178 

80 

- 

162 

87 

107 

181 

78 

- 

122 

63 

88ft 

182 

186 

OS 

286 

60 

•  878 

01 

170 

243 

00 

72 

380 

78 

83 

204 

160 

67 

212 

71 

116 

220 

187 

68 

280 

132 

80 

381 

286 

00 

248 

170 

78 

267 

210 

47 

281 

166 

66 

286 

202 

88 

180 
88 
60 
267 
287 
887 
108 
286 


VI.     Temperature. 

At  the  very  outset  of  these  investigations  the  marked  effect  of 
temperature  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  was  noted,  and  each 
year  this  point  has  been  a  subject  of  special  study.  In  each  of  the 
reports  will  be  found  the  results  of  experiments  throwing  light  upon 
this  matter.  During  the  past  year  the  influence  of  temperature  upon 
nitrification  under  some  new  conditions  has  received  considerable 
attention,  as  has  been  described  in  the  chapter  beginning  on  page 
474.  In  this  connection  it  is  also  instructive  to  remember  that  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  the  results  obtained  from  the  in-door  filters 
(Nos.  11-32)  have  been  more  satisfactory  than  those  from  the 
larger  filters,  which  have  been  more  exposed  to  the  cold. 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  warm  the  sewage  during  the  winter 
months  so  that  when  applied  it  shall  be  at  about  45^  F.,  which  is, 
approximately,  the  temperature  in  the  sewer.  As  has  been  stated 
several  times,  the  pipe  through  which  the  sewage  passes  from  the 
sewer  to  the  station  lies  on  the  bed  of  the  river  for  a  distance 
of  about  3,000  feet.  To  overcome  the  chilling  thus  received  is  the 
reason  why  the  sewage  is  warmed  at  the  station  before  being  applied 
to  the  filters. 
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With  the  fippUances  at  hnod  the  temperature  of  the  pewnge  hasH 
been  coDtrnlled   with  fair  success  durinrr  the  severnl  winter?,  and,  ^M 
speaking  in  general  terms,  this  point  does  not  seem  to  be  a  Tiictor 
in  explaining  the  different  results  obtained  during  the  several  wfh- 
tera.     It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that  a  study  of  the  infiividual 
results  will  show  that  on  several  occasions  for  a  day  or  so  at  a  lima 
there  has  l>een  a  marked  variation  in  the  temperature  of  the  applies 
aewnge. 

It  is  the  temperature  of  the  air  in  which  there  has  been  the  most 
variation,  as  is  shown  by  the  results  of  observations  made  both  at 
the  station  and  by  the  Essex  Company.     In  the  next  table  is  given, 
a  summary  of  the  temperatures  of  the  air  for  the  past  ten  years. 
These  results  show  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  during  the   fmst 
two  winters  has  been  less  than  during  former  ones  and  especially 
that  of  1888-89. 

A  fair  idea  of  the  temperatures  of  the  efHuents  during  the  several' 
winters  may  be  obtained  from  the  tables  on  pages  615-518.      By 
averaging  these  results  it  will  he  found  that  the  temperature  of  tba 
effluents  during  the  winter  of  1888-89  was  about  2°  F.  higher  thaa 
that  of  the  winters  of  1889-90,  1891-92  and  1893-94;  and  aboafi 
3 "  F.  higher  than  that  of  the  winters  of  1890-91  and  1892-93. 

Table  ihowing  the  Temperature  of  the  Air  at  Lawrence  *  6y  MonOu,  1885-1894, 

for  each  Day. 

..... 

„... 

.»,. 

■  Mk      ISM. 

IMtO. 

IS*). 

■-l-- 

l«W. 

F.bru.,y.     .       . 
Hvoh..       .       . 
April,  .       .       . 

«w.   .     ■     . 

Jan..    .       .       . 
July.    .       .       . 
Aur>".        ■       ■ 

DeuiDbcr.   . 

13. 81 
Ig.M 

36.  M 

a.t» 

w.» 
«.« 
m.oi 
eo.is 
ta.vt 

».I0 

«.M 
71.73 

M.S2 

10.30 

SS.S3 
41.M 

00  .w 
se.7B 

M.JI 

U.4. 

SS.M 

40.R4 
&AM 
01.41 
<B.«0 
».4t 

n.M 

4S.I4 

M.IZ 
Tl.M 

07, M 

ai.-j 

33. » 

I8.08 
80.14 

41.U 

u.n 

7J.1B 

01. n 

8T.4T 
11.08 

Vk.il 

4S.M 

M.M 

70.i7 

M.U 

tv.st 

M.U 
SO.M 

MM 
47.97 

87.  »7 
W.ll 

M.TS 

4t.KI 
M.SO 
W.41 
71. M 

a.tA 
n.H 

Ji.01 

ia.8i 

13.it 
40.H 
4«.T< 
(S.«l 
H.W 
7I.«T 
n.M 
M.M 

ti.n 

M.M 

17.00 
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VII.  Prolecfion  of  the  Surface  of  iSeu-age  Filters, 
The  experience  of  the  first  winter  showed  plainly  tbnt  considerable 
difficulty  attended  the  Application,  during  severe  winter  weather,  of 
sewage  to  filters  with  smooth  surfucea  and  with  no  protection  from 
the  weather.  During  the  second  winter  (1888-89)  the  surfaces 
were  covered  with  canvas  or  with  boards.  This  was  also  the  case 
during  the  next  winter,  but  since  that  time  some  of  the  filters  have 
been  left  uncovered,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  summary 
of  the  detailed  notes  presented  on  pages  4!»7-.505.  Filler  No.  7 
does  not  appear  here,  because  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the 
sewage  was  applied  to  the  sub-surface;  Filters  No.  5 A  and  9 A 
were  not  constructed  until  about  the  middle  of  the  period  covered 
by  these  investigations. 


WUTU. 

Kd»»« 

r  FttTii. 

•■ 

a. 

*■ 

■  A. 

•- 

•  A. 

inr-sg,     .     .     . 

Unc™™d. 

UncoTtred. 

IBM-M.       .       .       . 

ClOTU. 

CiDTU. 

B»rd-over 

- 

Cn™. 

- 

18».»,       .       .       . 

ClIDTU. 

Odvu. 

CUVH. 

- 

ClDVM. 

iMO-ei.     .     .     . 

UncoMwd. 

UDcovtnd. 

Uooovered. 

ULcove«4. 

IWl-M,        .         .        . 

Ci)«iv.r»d. 

0.n«i. 

BokrdioTcF 

Unoonrtd. 

G>t»». 

UoeoTared. 

IBBMS,       .       .       . 

Ca»T«r>d. 

CrniTM. 

0.;™'- 

UDcorend. 

CUTU. 

ISM-W.        .       .       . 

Vatowti. 

Bo.rd.ow 

Boaidiotcr 

itmchm. 

Uiiao».rrt. 

Cm™. 

DDeoTand. 

The  covers  were  not  in  all  cases  put  on  at  the  beginning  of  cold 
weather,  and  in  making  a  detailed  study  of  the  results  it  will  be 
necessary  to  consult  the  original  references  or  the  summary  of  them 
already  referred  to.  Experience  has  clearly  shown  that  this  pro- 
tection of  the  surfaces  has  a  beneficial  effect,  because  it  prevents,  to 
a  considerable  extent, the  formation  of  frost  in  the  sund.and  thereby 
aids  materially  in  the  prevention  of  a  diminution  in  the  activity  of 
the  nitrifying  organisms.  The  prevention  of  frost,  in  the  case  of 
filters  of  coarse  material,  is  of  marked  advantage,  fur  the  reason  that 
the  tendency  toward  unequal  passage  of  sewage  through  the  filter  is 
much  less,  as  is  pointed  out  in  the  next  section. 

It  is  to  be  noted  here  that  snow  has  been  removed  in  all  cases  ' 
from  the  surface  of  the  GIteis. 
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Vltl.  Dlntarbauce  of  Surface  Layers  of  Fi'Uert  wUh  rer/ard  to 
Uniformit'j  of  Passage  of  Sewage  through  the  Filtering  Area. 
Uoder  this  topic  there  are  two  points  to  which  it  is  desired  to  cull 
attention  :  lirst,  the  distuibuncee  of  the  surface  liiyers  during  tlie 
cokl  season,  when  it  has  been  the  custom  to  make  und  record  obser- 
vations on  the  depths  of  frost,  etc. ;  and,  second,  those  disturbances 
which  have  been  made,  usually  during  warmer  weather,  whereby 
surface  clogging  and  stratification  have  been  removed. 

Up  to  Jan.  1,  1894,  it  was  customary,  during  the  winter  mootfai 
to  pick  holes  in  the  surface  of  the  sewage  filters  in  order  to  meni 
ure  the  depth  of  frost  and  to  aid  the  passage  of  sewage  through  tl 
filters.  Since  that  time  this  custom  has  been  abandoned,  and 
is  believed  that  it  is  a  distinct  gain  so  far  as  the  fillers  of  coarse 
material  are  concerned,  because  in  its  absence  the  passage  of  the 
sewage  is  more  uniform.  Its  iiifiuence  upon  the  filters  of  fine 
material  is  inappreciable,  owing  to  the  relatively  large  amount  of 
sewage  held  by  capillarity  in  the  pores  of  the  material.  In  the' 
wintei's  of  18ij8— 89  and  1889-90  this  was  not  such  a  prominent 
factor  as  it  has  been  in  later  winters,  owing  to  the  fact  that  at  thai 
time  more  of  the  filters  were  covered  and  the  amount  of  work  ft 
them  to  do  was  much  less. 

Concerning  the  second  point  under  this  topic,  that  of  disturbam 
of  surface  to  break  up  clogging  and  stratification,  it  will  be  recalled, 
that  during  the  first  two  yeara  of  these  investigations  the  umouut  oC, 
organic  and  other  mutters  stored  in  the  upper  layers  of  the  filterftl 
was  so  slight  that  excellent  results,  under  the  existing  conditions, 
were  obtained   in  the   absence  of  any  systematic  or  marked  di»>i 
turbances  of  the  surface.     Beginning  in  1890  it  was  found  to 
necessary  to  rake  the  surfaces  of  the  filters  at  frequent  intervals 
and  later  the  upper  portions  were  disturbed  for  the  sake  of  removing 
stratified  layers.     Occasionally,  with  the  view  to  lessen  the  amuuDt 
of  stored  organic  matter,  the  filters  have  been  spaded  over  corre- 
sponding to  ploughing.     One  of  the  chief  objects  of  these  linos 
treatment  was  to  allow  the  entrance  of  more  air  into  the  pores  of  I 
filters,  and  in  this  respect  these  disturbances  of  the  upper  In; 
have  been  very  successful.     Another  result  of  this  treatment 
been  to  make  the  coarser  filters  much  more  porous  for  a  lime, 
to  allow  the  sewage  to  pass  through  the  filter  in  limited  areas, 
the  case  of  some  filters  this  has  been  very  noticeable  at  times  dui 
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the  latter  part  of  the  investigations,  and  in  some  instances  the  pas- 
Buge  uf  the  sewage  through  the  filter  has  been  too  rapid  to  bo  con- 
sistent with  satisfactory  purification.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
case  of  Filter  No.  5  A,  aa  will  be  found  tieyond  in  the  detailed 
account  of  the  work  of  the  filters. 

The  effect  upon  the  quality  of  the  effluent  of  differences  in  the 
rate  at  which  it  flows  from  the  filter  has  recently  been  quite  marked 
in  the  cnae  of  filters  of  coarse  material  during  the  winter  months. 
This  is  brought  out  clearly  by  ihe  results  in  the  next  table,  which 
also  shows  that  the  quality  of  the  effluent  of  fine  filters  is  indepen- 
dent of  the  rate  at  which  the  effluent  flows  from  the  filter.  The 
word  maximum  is  used  for  convenience  in  distinction  from  minimum, 
but  it  really  means  a  comparatively  high  rate  at  which  it  has  been 
learned  that  there  may  be  collected  a  sample  which  will  be  repre- 
sentative of  the  entire  flow,  so  far  as  quality  is  concerned. 

Comparison  of  these  results  with  corresponding  ones  for  former 
years,  as  presented  in  the  special  report  for  1890  and  the  annual 
report  for  1891,  indicates  that  in  the  case  of  the  filters  of  coarse 
material  the  increased  porosity  has  caused  a  diminution  in  the 
quality  of  the  effluent. 

Tabic  showing  Sciultii  of  Annlynea  of  Samples  of  Effluent  representing  Different 
Portioiia  of  the  Daily  Flow  of  the  HevenU  Filters. 
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Table  ahowing  BesutU  of  AnnXyten  of  Samples  of  Efftueia  repraenHng  Difvn 

i'orlioni  of  ike  Daili)  Flow  of  the  Several  Filters  —  Conolnded. 
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Conclimons  an  to  the  lieliitive  Efficiency  of  (he  Fillers  during  f/te^ 
Winter  of  1888-89  and  that  of  Later  Ones. 

Tuking  the  several  factors  given  above  and  applying  them  to  each  I 
filter  we  may  conclude  tliiit  the  deterioration  during  the  later  winters  I 
in  the  quality  of  effluent  has  been  due  to  the  following  causes  :  — 

1.     To  the  higher  rate  of  filtration. 

S.     To  the  increased  strength  of  the  applied  sewage. 

3.  To  the  lessened  protection  from  winter  weather,  causing  a 
diminution  in  the  activity  of  the  nitrifying  orgnntsms. 

4.  To  the  less  uniform  passage  of  the  sewage  through  the  ma- 
terial in  the  case  of  the  coarser  filters. 
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General  Summary. 
The  purilication  of  sewage  during  winter  weather  has  received  1 
considerable  attention  in  the  reports  for  the  past  three  years.     New  f 
light  has  been  obtained  during  the  past  year,  and  we  nmy  8am  ]C 
our  preoeut  knowledge  as  follows  :  — 
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1.  In  Massachusetts  the  rjutilitative  efficiency  of  sewage  filters 
may  be  less  in  winter,  owing  ciiiefly  to  inactivity  of  micro-organ i-^ms 
caused  by  exposure  to  low  temperature ;  and  from  our  present 
knowledge  it  doea  not  appear  advisable  to  allow  tillers  expoaed  to 
the  wefitber  to  rest  in  winter,  even  for  limited  periods.  In  this 
connection  it  should  be  remembered  that  resting  during  the  month 
of  November  (mean  temperature  34.9°  F.)  was  found  to  be  too 
long  in  the  case  of  Filters  Nos.  1,  ti  and  H  A. 

2.  Qualitative  deterioration  is  a  serious  matter  in  winter,  becauae 
when  a  period  of  biological  reconstruction  is  necessary,  nitrification 
cannot  become  promptly  re-established,  as  is  the  case  in  summer, 
but  requires  a  period  of  several  weeks  and  possibly  months. 

3.  While  nitridcation  cannot  be  I'eadily  re-establishod  in  winter, 
it  has  been  learned  that  in  those  cases  where  this  process  was  in  a 
satisfactory  state  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  it  could,  by  proper 
treatment,  be  preserved  during  the  cold  season. 

4.  Frost,  in  the  interstices  of  sewage  filters,  reduces  their  quan- 
titative as  well  as  the  qualitative  efficiency. 

fi.  The  warmer  the  sewage  (within  limits)  the  better  are  the 
results,  both  qualitatively  and  quantitatively,  owing  to  the  less 
likelihood  of  fi-ost  and  its  more  ready  removal  if  it  does  occur. 
In  the  account  of  Filter  No.  H  it  will  be  found  that  sewage  may 
be  safely  applied  to  filters  if  heated  to  a  temperature  of  100°  F., 
but  that  the  biological  processes  are  interfered  with  when  the  ap- 
plied sewage  has  a  temperature  of  150°  F. 

6.  The  less  exposure  to  cold  winter  weather  which  the  surface  of 
the  filter  undergoes  the  greater  the  number  of  heat  units  saved  and 
the  better  will  be  the  results,  both  quantitatively  and  qualitatively. 

7.  The  application  of  sewage  to  limited  portions,  such  as  trenches, 
in  the  case  of  filters  of  fine  material,  concentrates  the  heat,  thereby 
aiding  in  preserving  the  biological  processes  and  in  maintaining  the 
qualitative  efficiency. 

8.  In  the  case  of  experimental  filters  of  coarse  material  thoroughly 
underdntined,  poor  results  during  the  winter  follow  the  application 
of  sewage  to  limited  portions,  owing  to  the  rapid  and  irregular  pas- 
sage through  the  filter. 

9.  The  composition  of  sewage,  and  particularly  the  amount  of 
sludge  applied  to  filters,  is  a  much  more  marked  factor  in  winter  than 
in  summer,  even  in  the  case  of  experimental  filters  where  especial 
lines  of  treatment  to  keep  the  fitters  in  operation  are  feasible. 
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CosiPARisoN  OF  Conditions  of  Experimentai.  Filtration  w 
THOSE  IN  Actual  Practice. 
During  the  past  two  years  frequent  visits  have  been  made  by 
writer  to  the  sewage  purification  plants  at  Framinghnm,  Mnrlboroa^ 
and  Gardner;  and  the  most  important  of  the  remaining  sewage  dis- 
posal works  in  Massachusetts  have  been  occasionally  inspected. 
An  account  of  the  work  of  sewage  filters  in  actual  operation  ia 
Massachusetts  will  be  found  beyond.  In  this  connection  a 
pni-ison  is  given  of  the  conditions  in  actual  practice  with  those  a 
the  experimental  Lawrence  lilters,  as  follows  ;  — 

/.  Strength  of  Seicage. 
The  strength  of  the  Lawrence  sewage  as  pumped  at  the  stntioD  I 
such  that  the  Lawrence  results  may  be  fairly  considered  to  be  reprg 
sentative,  so  far  as  the  sewages  from  Massachusetts  cities  and  town 
are  conc^ned,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  1893  Report,  page  40fl 
In  fact  it  is  stronger  than  any  which  has  been  regularly  examiDed.  ' 


//.     State  of  Decomposition  of  Sewage. 
With  regard  to  the  composition  of  the  Lawrence  s 
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also  be  noted  that  it  is  Bomowhat  more  decomposed  than  in  the  cuM 
of  several  of  the  sewages  found  at  different  places  throughout  I 
State.  This  is  caused  by  bacterial  action  during  the  interval  of  tii 
which  elapses  during  the  passage  of  the  sewage  to  the  station,— 
condition  which  would  exist  in  sewage  disposal  works  ou  a  lai 
scale,  where  the  filler  field  is  several  mites  distant  from  the  lat«i 
sewers,  or  where  the  sewage  passes  through  a  settling  tank. 

///.  Temperatw^e. 
The  temperature  of  the  sewage  at  Lawrence  during  the  wint* 
months  may  be  considered  normally  to  be  about  45°  F.  At  Fni 
inghani  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  in  winter  is  48°  to  50*  P.S 
while  at  Marlborough  and  at  Gardner  the  temperature  ranges  ordi- 
narily from  38°  to  42°  F.  From  our  present  knowledge  it  appears 
that  the  temperature  of  the  Lawrence  sewage  is  approximately  nor- 
mal during  the  winter  except  in  those  cases  where  there 
unusually  large  amount  of  surface  water  or  gi-ound  water  onterio 
the  sewers.  The  temperature  of  the  air  and  of  the  soil,  etc.,  do) 
not  dilfer  essentially  in  experimental  conditions  from  those  in  uctu 
practice. 
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IV.     Size  of  Filters  and  of  Materials. 

With  experimeDtal  filters  of  the  size  of  those  at  Lawrence  it  is  fair 
to  say  that  the  results  obtained  from  them  serve  us  as  a  reliable 
guide,  so  far  as  the  size  of  the  filtering  materials  studied  is  concerned. 

V.     Distribution  of  Sewage. 

The  distribution  of  the  sewage  upon  the  filters,  in  many  cases 
in  actual  practice,  is  not  (aken  into  consideration  with  suflicient  care 
and  is  often  less  eflfectively  accomplished  than  is  the  case  at  Law- 
rence. The  excellent  distribution  of  sewage  at  Framingham,  how- 
ever, shows  clearly  that  this  may  be  carried  out  on  a  large  scale  as 
well  as  is  done  at  the  Experiment  Station. 

VI.     Lateral  Filtration  and  Arrangement  of  Under-drains. 

In  the  case  of  the  experimental  filters  at  Lawrence,  each  one  of 
them,  except  Filter  No.  10,  is  completely  underdrained  by  layers 
of  stone  and  gravel.  In  those  cases  of  fine  material  in  which  there 
are  saturated  layers  above  the  under-drains,  the  conditions  corre- 
spond very  fairly  to  those  in  actual  practice  in  which  the  material 
would  be  less  completely  drained. 

It  is  with  filters  of  coarse  material  in  which  the  experimental  con- 
ditions would  differ  considerably  from  those  in  actual  practice.  In 
the  experimental  filters  with  under-drains  beneath  the  entire  body  of 
sand  the  sewage  passes  through  the  material  so  quickly  that  under 
some  conditions  full  purification  is  not  accomplished.  Whereas,  in 
actual  practice,  with  this  same  material  and  with  under-drains  many 
feet  distant  from  each  other  the  passage  of  the  sewage  through  the 
greater  bulk  of  the  material  would  be  much  slower,  and  a  better 
opportunity  would  be  presented  for  the  bacteria  to  convert  the 
organic  matter  to  harmless  mineral  matter.  This  point  is  well 
brought  out  (in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  volume)  by  comparing 
the  quality  of  the  Framingham  effluent  obtained  at  the  under-drain 
with  that  obtained  at  the  spring. 

It  is  during  the  winter  months  that  the  absence  of  lateral  filtration 
in  the  case  of  experimental  filters  exerts  its  most  marked  influence, 
as  has  been  already  stated  in  explaining  the  relative  deterioration 
of  the  quality  of  the  effluents  from  the  coarser  Lawrence  filters 
during  the  winter  months. 
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VII.     Surface  Treatment  of  Sewage  Fillers. 

The  three  most  prominent  lines  of  treatment  which  bnve  been 
practised  in  the  case  of  the  Lawrence  experimental  filters  —  raking, 
scraping  and  spading  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  —  are  all  capable 
of  ready  application  on  a  large  scale.  1  he  two  methods,  raking  and 
spadiug,  which  have  been  found  to  be  most  advantageous,  are  capable 
of  inexpensive  application  in  the  case  of  filter  fields  by  the  aid  of  the 
harrow  and  the  plough. 

With  regard  to  the  construction  of  trenches  of  coarse  sand  in 
filters  of  fine  material  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  would  be  a 
decided  advantage  in  some  instances  on  a  large  scale,  as  bus  been 
the  case  with  Filters  Nos.  2  and  4. 

The  remaining  point  of  importance  concerns  the  protection  of  the 
surface  of  filters  during  cold  weather.  Owing  to  the  marked  in- 
fluence of  temperature  upon  the  process  of  nitrification  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  it  has  been  an  advantage  to  protect  the  experimental 
filters  by  means  of  canvas  covers.  From  the  experience  at  Framing- 
ham  and  Marlborough  it  appears  that  similar  results  on  a  large  scale 
may  be  obtained  by  arranging  the  surface  in  alternate  ridges  and 
trenches.  As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports  the  trenches  to 
which  the  sewage  is  applied  are  soon  roofed  by  snow  and  ice,  and 
in  this  way  the  portions  of  the  material  in  which  the  puriSeation 
takes  place  are  protected  from  the  winter  weather,  and  the  biological 
processes  are  preserved. 

VJIL     Effect  of  Winter  Weather. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  results  in 
winter  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  process  of  nitrification  thoroughly 
established  at  the  beginning  of  cold  weather,  to  have  the  surface 
I  layers  porous,  and  to  take  all  practicable  means  to  keep  a  bt^ 
'  temperature  and  plenty  of  air  in  the  filters,  which  must  receive  sys- 
tematic treatment  without  too  long  an  interval  of  rest. 

So  far  as  the  completeness  of  nitrification  and  the  porosity  of  fil- 
ters in  the  late  fall  are  concerned  this  can  be  done  as  well,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  on  a  large  as  on  an  experimental  scale. 
With  regard  to  the  general  operation  during  the  winter  the  only 
point  of  importance  to  note  is  that  when  the  rate  of  tiltration  is 
hio-h  the  ex]>eriniental  filters  have  been  kept  porous  in  some  in- 
stances by  treatment  which   would  be  very  expensive  on  e  large 
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scale  ;  and  it  would  probably  bo  more  economical  aa  a  general  rule 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  tiltmtioD  and  increase  tbe  filtering  area.  By 
means  of  picking  holes  in  the  surface  of  the  experimental  fitters  it 
has  been  the  quantitative  and  not  the  qualitative  efficiency  which  has 
been  inoreased.  When  the  process  of  nitritication  has  become  de- 
stroyed, or  practically  so,  dnrinir  the  winter  months  it  ia  impossible 
by  ordinary  means  to  re-establish  thorough  purification  in  either 
experimental  filters  or  those  in  actual  practice  until  warmer  weather 
comes  in  the  spring. 

IX.  Limitations  of  Experimental  Filters  and  of  Filter  Fields  in 
the  Purification  of  Sewage. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  in  the  last  50  pages  of  this  dis- 
cussion it  ia  obvious  that  the  capacity  of  a  filter  plant,  ex|ieriniental 
or  otherwise,  is  determined  hy  the  amount  of  sewage  which  it  can 
purify  during  the  winter  months.  Two  reasons  for  this  are,  the 
diminution  in  the  activity  of  the  nitrifying  organisms,  and  the 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  surface  porous  so  that  sufficient  air  may 
enter  Iho  pores  of  the  filter.  All  things  taken  into  consideration 
it  is  believed  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  conditions  under  which  the 
experimental  results  at  Lawrence  have  been  obtained  are  for  tbe  most 
part  capable  of  adoption  on  a  large  scale  in  Massachusetts  at  a  mod- 
erate cost. 

It  may  be  added  here  that  all  practicable  means  of  removal  of 
sludge  from  sewage,  and  of  increase  in  the  temperature,  are  advis- 
able. 

Filtration  throdoh  Coke. 
Filter  No.  22  A.  —  This  filter  was  filled  March  19  with  5  leet  in 
depth  of  fine  coke  breeze  (screenings  from  commercial  coke).  The 
rate  of  filtration  was  240,1100  gallons  per  acre  up  to  November  5, 
when  it  was  increased  to  360,000  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the 
week.  The  surface  was  raked  1  inch  deep  once  a  week  from  April 
17  to  June  1,  after  which  it  has  been  raked  3  inches  daily.  On 
April  3  about  one-half  inch  was  scraped  from  the  surface,  and  3 
inches  more  were  removed  from  the  surface  on  November  14.  The 
total  depth  removed  up  to  January  1  was  3.5  inches,  which  is  equiv- 
alent to  14.3  cubic  yards  per  million  gallons  filtered.  The  average 
rate  up  to  January  1  was  2G0,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  sixdaye 
in  the  week,  and  the  average  removal  of  organic  matter  (albumioi 
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ammonia)  and  bncteria  from  the  npplied  sewage  bus  been  95   per 
cent,  and  96  per  cent,  respectively. 

These  results  indicate  that  in  places  where  sand  is  not  readily 
available  a  good  substitute  niay  be  had  in  coke,  nhich  serves  as  a 
satisfactory  nidun  for  the  oxidizing  and  nitrifying  processes.  The 
greater  porosity  of  the  coke  appears  to  be  an  advantage,  for  the  rate 
of  filtration  has  thus  far  been  higher  than  lias  been  obtained  with 
sand  under  similar  circumstances.  One  of  the  chief  points  in  favor 
of  coke,  moreover,  is  that  the  portion  scraped  from  the  surface  has 
Dot  lost  its  value  for  fuel  purposes,  and  the  principal  object  hereafter 
of  the  present  experiment  will  be  to  learn  at  how  high  a  rate  of  fil- 
tration a  well  purified  elHuent  may  be  obtained  from  a  coke  filter, 
the  surface  of  which  is  systematically  scraped. 

Rapid   Filtration  op  Sewage  from  which  Sludge  has  been 
removed  by  dlfperest  methods. 


It  is  the  sludge  in  sewage  which  causes  the  most  trouble  with 
reapect  to  clogging,  and  interferes  most  seriously  with  the  efficiency 
and  permanency  of  filters.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  case  of  lund 
treatment  during  the  winter  months,  as  was  referred  to  on  paire  531. 
The  filtration  of  sewage  after  a  preliminary  removal  of  oludge  was 
considered  in  the  last  report,  and  experiments  have  been  continued 
with  the  use  of  the  following  methods  of  removal :  — 

1.  Rapid  filtration  through  coarse  gravel,  with  the  aid  of  a  cur- 
rent of  air  drawn  downward  through  the  gravel, 

2.  Chemical  precipitation. 

3.  Sedimentation. 

4.  Mechanical  devices,  of  which  straining  through  coke  has  been 
found  to  be  the  most  satisfactory. 

1.  Fillers  No.-<.  15  B  and  16  B.  —  These  filters  with  trapped  ont- 
lets  contain  gravel  stones  65  inches  in  depth,  of  an  effective  size  of 
5.1  millimeters.  They  have  been  in  operation  since  July  2.5,  1892. 
It  was  noted  in  the  last  report  that  there  was  a  leak  in  the  outlet 
toward  the  close  of  1893  which  prevented  perfect  aention  by  menns 
of  the  aspirator.  This  caused  clogging  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was 
not  overcome  by  spading  to  the  depth  of  1  foot,  and  on  Febniiiry 
23  Filter  No.  15  B  was  fiuxhed  out  by  applying  city  water  under 
pressure  from  below.  Flushing  was  also  tried  on  Filter  No.  Ifi  B, 
but  did  not  remedy  the  trouble,  so  on  March  24  the  gravel  was  taken 
out  and  washed  with  water  from  the  hose.     Since  this  lime  both 
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filters  have  done  satisfactory  work  at  the  rate  of  480,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  The  surface  of  each  filter  has  been 
raked  3  inches  deep  once  a  week  except  during  the  month  of  March. 

In  July  and  August  considerable  suspended  matter  appeared  in 
the  effluent  of  No.  15  B,  apparently  due  in  part  to  the  current  of  air 
which  was  constantly  dmwn  downward  through  the  material  at  the  rate 
of  about  one  gallon  in  four  minutes.  Beginning  September  1  both 
filters  have  been  aerated  only  at  night,  for  about  twelve  hours  daily, 
and  bettor  results  from  No.  15  B  have  followed.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  l)oth  filters  were  doing  good  work,  but  No.  15  B  showed 
some  signs  of  clogging.     The  results  are  summarized  beyond. 

Filter  JNo.  21  A.  — This  filter  originally  contained  5  feet  in  depth 
of  fine  screened  gravel  like  that  in  Filter  No.  5  A,  having  an  effective 
size  of  1.6  millimeters.  It  has  filtered  sewage  since  March  19  at  an 
average  rate  of  467,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the 
week.  The  sewage  has  been  applied  in  twelve  doses  of  equal  size 
at  intervals  of  half  an  hour.  Until  August  1  the  faucet  on  the  out- 
let was  closed  during  the  day  while  the  filter  was  being  filled,  and 
opened  late  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  the  sewage  would  drain  out 
during  the  night  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily.  The  outlet  was  trapped,  and  after  August  1  the  faucet  has 
been  kept  constantly  open.  The  frequent  dosing  caused  consider- 
able ventilation  during  the  day,  which,  with  a  period  of  rest  at 
night,  enabled  nitrification  to  become  established.  The  rate,  how- 
ever, was  too  high  for  the  degree  of  aeration,  and  beginning  July  7 
the  filter  has  had  a  current  of  air  drawn  downward  through  it  for  ten 
to  twelve  hours  each  night  at  a  rate  of  about  one  gallon  in  four  minutes. 
This  makes  the  experiment,  with  the  exception  of  the  size  of  the  ma- 
terial, similar  to  those  of  Filters  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B.  The  surface 
was  raked  1  inch  weekly  from  April  17  to  June  1,  after  which  it  has 
been  raked  3  inches  deep  daily  with  the  exception  of  August  6  and 
December  1,  when  it  was  spaded  over  6  and  8  inches,  respectively. 
The  surface  was  scraped  thirty-five  times,  June  7  to  December  31, 
an  average  of  once  in  six  days.  The  average  depth  removed  has 
been  0.18  of  an  inch,  which  is  equivalent  to  8  cubic  yards  per 
1,000,000  gallons  filtered.  The  rate  appears  to  be  too  high  to  be 
permanently  maintained,  and  it  was  necessary  to  allow  the  filter  to 
rest  during  the  first  week  in  December. 

2.  Chemical  Precipitation.  —  Sludge  has  been  removed  from 
sewage  by  treatment  with  sulphate  of  alumina  at  the  rate  of  1,000 
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pounds  i>er  1,000,000  galloDs,  aod  the  sewage  allowed  to  settle  for 
four  hours.     The  results  are  presented  beyond. 

3.  Sedimentalion.  —  Sludge  has  also  been  removed  from  sewage 
by  allowing  it  to  settle  for  four  hours,  with  the  results  given  below. 

4.  Straining  through  Coke.  —  Begiining  in  June,  sewage  has 
been  passed  through  coke  supported  by  a  thin  layer  of  fine  grBVel. 
The  depth  of  coke  has  varied  from  1.5  to  8  inches,  of  which  the 
latter  depth  is  more  satisfactory.  The  sewage  has  been  allowed  to 
pass  through  without  any  throttling  at  the  outlet,  and  the  surface  is 
kept  covered  during  the  day,  but  allowed  to  uncover  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  night.  The  removal  of  clogged  coke  has  been 
equivalent  to  about  5  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  treated. 

In  the  tuhle  below,  comparison  is  given  of  the  removal  of  sludge 
by  each  of  the  four  methods  outlined.  For  a  more  complete  descrip- 
tion of  these  methods  reference  is  made  to  pages  454,  465  and  456. 

Table  showing  PuHflcalion  of  Sewage  by  Different  Methods  to  remove  Sludge. 
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Of  these  results,  those  obtained  by  rapid  filtration  are  best,  aod 
they  have  the  additional  advantage  of  disposing  of  the  sludge  to  m 
great  extent,  thereby  iivoiding  a  serious  problem  met  with  in  pre- 
cipitation and  in  sedimentation.  The  results  obtained  thus  far  from 
Filter  No.  21  A  are  the  best,  in  some  respects,  of  those  yot  obtained 
at  the  station.  It  will  he  noticed  also  that  very  satisfactory  resiilta 
have  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  coke  as  a  strainer,  and  it  should 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  treatment  also  disposes  of  the  slu<lge 
-"leBtion  more  satisfactorily  than  by  methods  Nos.  2  and  3,  owing 

the  availability  of  the  coke,  after  use,  for  fuel  purposes. 
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Id  connection  with  land  treatment  of  sewage  and  the  great  desira- 
bility of  preventing  surface  clogging  during  winter  weather,  atten- 
tion is  especially  called  to  a  comparison  of  the  results  obtained  by 
chemical  precipitation  and  sedimentation. 

The  sewage  after  treatment  by  one  of  the  several  methods  outlined 
above  has  been  applied  to  filters  5  feet  in  depth,  of  medium  fine  sand, 
having  an  effective  size  of  0.17  to  0.19  millimeter,  with  results  as 
follows :  — 

1.  Filter  No.  12  A.  —  This  filter  has  received  the  effluent  of 
Filters  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B  at  a  rate  of  960,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the 
gravel  filters  were  so  badly  clogged  that  this  filter  became  also 
clogged ;  and  as  the  coarser  filters  were  not  in  their  normal  condi- 
tion, the  effluent  was  not  applied  to  No.  12  A  from  February  3  to 
26.  The  surface  was  scraped  when  necessary,  to  remove  clogging, 
up  to  June  19.  It  was  scraped  on  an  average  once  in  seventeen 
days,  and  the  average  depth  removed  was  0.78  of  an  inch.  This  is 
equivalent  to  12  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  filtered,  —  a 
quantity  so  large  that  scraping  was  abandoned,  and  since  June  19 
the  surface  has  been  raked  twice  weekly  to  a  depth  of  about  3 
inches.  The  filter  was  rested  for  one  week  from  October  2  to 
October  8,  and  from  October  27  to  November  11,  owing  to  over- 
work caused  by  sludge  coming  from  No.  15  B.  The  surface  was 
spaded  6  inches  deep  on  September  6  and  October  6,  and  8  inches 
deep  on  November  27,  and  since  that  time  it  has  taken  the  filtered 
sewage  freely,  with  the  results  which  are  presented  below. 

2.  Filtei'  JVo.  19,  — This  filter  has  received  sewage  after  treat- 
ment by  chemical  precipitation.  The  rates  of  filtration  have  been 
as  follows:  January  8  to  May  21,  360,000  gallons ;  since  June  1, 
200,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  six  days  in  the  week.  On  March  10 
clogging  appeared  at  the  old  surface  4  inches  below  the  present  sur- 
face. The  upper  4  inches  of  material  were  removed,  the  filter 
spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches,  and  4  inches  of  new  material  added  to 
take  the  place  of  that  removed.  The  old  and  the  new  material  were 
mixed  together  at  the  junction.  The  rate  of  filtration  was  too  high, 
however,  for  satisfactory  results,  and  after  resting  from  May  21  to 
May  31  the  rate  was  reduced  on  June  1.  Up  to  this  time  the  filter 
had  been  scraped  to  remove  clogging  fourteen  times  since  January  8^ 
an  average  of  once  in  eight  days.  The  average  depth  removed  was 
0.40  inch,  equivalent  to  18  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  filter 
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Since  June  1  the  surface  has  been  niked  twice  weekly  to 
3  inches,  with  one  spading  over  to  a  depth  of  6  iocbea 
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a  depth  otm 
on  Decem.<B 

ber  1.     The  results  are  given  beyond. 

3.  Filter  No.   13  A.~1:q  this  filter  hna  been  applied    sewagw 
which  has  been  clarified  by  Bcdimentnlion.     The  rale  of  filtration 
was  240,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week,  from 
January  8  to  May  21,  when  the  filter  was  rested  until  June   1,  after 
which  the  rate  has  been  1()0,000  gallons.     From  January  1  to  Jane 
1  the  surface  was  scraped  six  times  to  remove  clogging,  an  averaga 
of  once  in  nineteen  days.     The  average  depth  removed,  0.60  inch^ 
equivalent  to  18  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  filtered.      Sinoi 
June  1  the  surface  has   been  raked  twice  weekly  to  a  depth  of  8 
inches.     The  results  will  be  found  l>eyond. 

4.  Filter  Mo.   14  A.  — To  this  filter,  since  June  1,  has  beem 
applied  sewage  after  straining  through  coke.     Tho  rate  of  filtralioik 
was  820,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week  up  to 
November  6,  when  It  was  increased  to  480.000  gallons.     The  sur- 
face has  not  been  scraped,  but  has  been  raked  twice  weekly  to  a 
depth  of  about'3  inches.     The  results  are  summarized  beyond. 

In  the  following  tables  are  given   the  average  analyses   up  tff 
December  1  of  the  sewage  before  and  after  treatment  by  each  of  tb« 
several  methods  to  remove  sludge  :  — 

Average  Eesulla  tj  Analyses  oj  Sewage  before  and  after  Trealmcnl  to  removm 

Sludge. 

[P.twperW.000.] 

Ahhoku. 

K>r»H)i»  *■ 

Hi!  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

s 

n 

OrlgtDnJ  HW)«e 

After  111 LnUluD  tbroggb  N«,  IB  B  suJ  It  B, 
Afler  dwrntodl  ptMlplUlloo.      . 

A  fur  •iralDlDg  ihrouih  ook*.     . 

1.0S 

t.a, 

.« 

.11 

::: 

8.70 

.0000 
1.1100 

.0000 
.0000 

■-" 

.0000 
.OHM 

.0000 

.0000 

1.SI 

i 

^^m            '^  will  be  seen  from  these  analyses  that  the  effluent  of  the  NVagifl 
^^1                'filtration  through   Nos.  15  B  and  16  B  contains  considenibl^H 
^^M                  »D  in  the  form  of  nitrates,  and  the  free  ammonia  is  much  re-S 
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duced.  The  establisbmetit  of  nitrification  in  the  preliminary  treat- 
ment ia  of  much  aid  in  the  filtration  of  this  effluent  by  Filter  No. 
13  A.  It  may  also  be  stated  that  the  effluents  from  Nos.  15  B  and 
16  B  contain  considerable  free  dissolvfld  oxygen,  usually  25  to  30 
per  cent,  of  that  necessary  for  saturation  at  the  actual  temperature. 
In  the  next  table  is  given  a  samroary  of  results  obtained  by  the  fil- 
tration of  sewage  through  the  fine  sand  after  preliminary  treatment 
by  one  of  the  several  methods  outlined  in  the  foregoing  pages. 


Table  showing  Total  Purifieaiion  o/  Sewage  by  Filtration  through  Sand  after 
Preliminary  Treatment  to  remove  the  Sludge. 
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The  very  satisfactory  results  which  have  been  obtained  from  filtra- 
tion by  the  aid  of  a  current  of  air  drawn  downward  through  the 
material  by  moans  of  an  aspirator,  which  have  been  reported  upon 
since  188^,  have  been  continued  during  the  past  year.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  study  the  efficiency  and  economy  of  this  method  of  com- 
bined filtration  and  renewal  of  the  air  in  the  filtering  material  upon 
a  larger  scale,  with  the  operation  of  the  plant  covering  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  hours  each  day.  Aspiration  has  been  used  hitherto 
to  increase  the  aeration  of  the  material  on  account  of  the  great  con- 
venience of  this  method,  but  it  is  now  the  intention  to  study  com- 
paratively the  advantages  of  the  renewal  of  air  by  blowing  air  into 
filters  from  below  by  means  of  a  fan  blower. 
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Work  of  the  Filters  for  1894. 
The  experimeDtal  filters  used  during  1894  for  sewage  purifica 
have  been  mainly  the  ones  which  have  been  fully  described  in 
vious  reports  of  the  Board.  Record  of  the  temperatui'e  of 
air  during  the  past  year  baa  been  given  on  page  526 ;  whili 
page  457  will  be  found  the  record  of  the  local  rainfall.  On 
following  pages  is  given  an  outline  of  the  history  of  each  I 
and  the  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the  effluc 
In  order  to  make  room  for  the  new  experiments  in  connection 
the  combined  filtration  and  aeration  of  sewage,  Filters  Nos.  1 
17  A,  25,  30,  31  and  32  were  discontinued  at  the  end  of  the  y 
and  partial  summaries  of  the  results  of  these  fillers  will  be  fc 
beyond. 

Filler  JVo.  1. 
The  surface  of  this  filter  of  coarse  sand  of  an  effective  sizi 
0.48  millimeter  was  in  good  condition  at  the  beginning  of  the  } 
owing  to  the  spading  which  it  received  on  Dec.  2,  18ii3. 
nitrifying  and  oxidizing  processes  had  not  wholly  recovered  froD 
effect  of  clogging  late  in  the  fall,  and  the  ammonias  in  the  effl 
were  high,  although  there  was  fair  nitrification.  The  custon 
picking  holes  in  the  surface  daily  to  determine  the  depth  of  : 
was  abandoned  for  the  reason  that  it  aided  in  causing  an  une 
passage  of  sewage  through  the  filtering  area.  Observations  ' 
made  daily  of  the  presence  of  froBt  which,  on  January  6,  was  U 
to  vary  from  3  to  9  inches  in  depth.  From  January  6  to  27 
sewage  was  applied  always  to  the  portion  of  the  surface  farl 
removed  from  the  under-drain.  No  trouble  was  experienced  : 
frost  so  far  as  quantitative  efBciency  was  concerned,  but  the  qua 
tive  efficiency  failed  to  improve  in  spite  of  reduced  quantities 
resting  every  other  day.  In  February  the  sewage  was  distrib 
carefully  over  the  whole  surface  and  the  quantity  applied  rest 
on  February  19  to  the  rate  of  120,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  fo 
days  in  a  week.  The  applied  sewage  disappeared  readily,  but  il 
not  until  the  second  week  in  March,  when  the  temperatui'e  of 
effluent  increased  to  42°  F.,  that  marked  improvement  of  the  effl 
began  to  appear.     It  is  of  importance  to  note  in  the  table  beyond 
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in  January  and  February  the  quality  of  the  samples  of  the  effluent 
collected  before  the  application  of  sewage  and  when  the  effluent 
flowed  very  slowly  was  much  superior  to  that  of  the  samples  repre- 
senting the  entire  flow  and  passing  from  the  filter  more  rapidly.  On 
March  31  the  surface  was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing) 
to  a  depth  of  4  inches  and  the  rate  reduced  on  April  1  to  80,000 
gallons  per  acre. 

Fairly  good  results  were  obtained  during  the  spring  and  summer, 
although  high  ammonias  were  found  occasionally  on  account  of  the 
application  of  very  strong  sewage  and  also  because  of  the  occasional 
presence  of  small  worms  in  the  effluents.  By  putting  a  cap  on  the 
end  of  the  outlet  pipe  and  allowing  the  effluent  to  accumulate  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  filter  these  worms  were  rapidly  washed  out  and 
after  a  time  they  disappeared.  In  October  the  ammonias  in  the 
effluent  increased  and  the  sewage  disappeared  from  the  surface 
more  slowly.  From  October  12  to  29  the  filter  was  allowed  to  rest. 
The  ammonias  of  the  effluents  were  still  high  after  this  treatment 
and  the  filter  was  again  rested  November  4  to  30.  On  November 
5  and  17  the  surface  was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing) 
to  a  depth  of  8  inches.  This  additional  period  of  rest  did  not  cause 
the  ammonias  to  decrease,  in  fact  in  December  they  increased  while 
the  nitrates  decreased.  The  results  from  this  filter,  which  are  pre- 
sented below  as  monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses  of  the  effluent, 
are  discussed  on  page  485. 
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Effluent  oj  FiUer  No.  1. 
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Filler  JVo.  5. 
The  trenches  of  medium  fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0  19  milK 
meter,  present  in  this  filter  of  very  fine  sand  of  an  effective  sizo  of  O.Ov 
millimeter,  were  relieved  from  clogging  at  the  huttom  and  sides  on 
Dec.  2,  1S93,  and  were  covered  with  boards  until  March  17.  Tb« 
applied  sewage  disappeared  apparently  without  difficulty  during  the 
entire  winter,  and  the  quality  of  the  effluent  *iteadily  imprnved.  In 
the  case  of  this  filter  of  tine  sand  it  is  interestinfj  to  note,  in  tlW 
tahtc  beyond,  (hat  there  was  no  dilTerence  in  the  quality  of  samplttf 
of  effluent  collected  before  flooding  and  during  the  height  of  flov. 
On  March  31  the  entire  surface  was  spiuled  over  (corresjKinding  to 
ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  4  inches  and  the  rate  of  filtration  reduced 
April  1  to  40,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week, 
with  a  view  to  establishing  a  permanent  rate.  During  the  InttW 
part  of  April  the  quality  of  the  effluent  became  very  satisfactory 
and  excellent  reautts  were  obtained  until  late  in  the  fall.     The  otttyj 
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important  feature  to  note  in  the  results  obtained  during  this  period 
is  a  decrease  in  the  nitrates  of  the  effluent  during  July  and  August 
owing  to  vegetation  growing  upon  the  surface  around  the  trenches, 
as  is  described  on  page  4it3.  Toward  the  end  of  November  the  free 
ammonia  in  the  effluent  increased  quite  rapidly  and  the  sewage  dis- 
appeared more  slowly.  On  Noveml>er  30  the  sand  was  taken  out 
of  the  trenches  and  replaced  after  removing  a  thin  layer  varying 
from  one-eighth  to  one-half  inch  at  the  junction  of  the  fine  sand,  and 
raking  the  bottom  and  sides  to  a  depth  of  about  1  inch.  In  spite  of 
this  prompt  treatment,  however,  the  quality  of  the  effluent  failed  to 
improve  during  the  month  of  December.  The  results  for  the  year 
are  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of 
monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses  of  representative  samples  of 
the  effluent ;  — 

Effluent  of  Fiber  No.  2. 
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Filter  Jfo.  4. 

The  two  trenches  of  coarse  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0,48  mtlli4 
meter,  present  in  this  filter  of  fine  river  silt  of  an  effective  size  of  0.011 
millimeter,  were  covered  with  boards  until  March  17.     Sewage  wai  t 
applied  to  both  trenches  but  it  disappeared  very  slowly,  usually 
during   the    night   following   the   dose,   and   on   January    22    both 
trenches  were  spaded  over  as  well  us  the  frost  would  allow  to  a 
depth  of  about  6  inches.     This   helped  matters  only   for  a   shortfl 
time,  and  on  February  3  the  rate  of  filtration  was  reduced  fronS 
30,000  gallons  to  20,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.     It  waa  necessary™ 
on  February  2G  to  further  reduce  the  rate  to  15,000  gallons.     Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  March  the  sewage  disappeared  promptly,  and 
on  April  2  the  rate  was  increased  to  20,000  gallons  and  the  entire 
surface  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  4 
inches.     The  ammonias  in  the  effluent  increased  during  the  winter 
and  the  nitrates  remained  low.     During  the  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer the  ammonias    still    increased   while  the    nitrification    became 
greater,  although  the  increase  in  nitrates  was  somewhat  irregular. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  applied  sewage  disappeared  readily  i 
marked  improvement  of  the  qualitative  efficiency  did  not  occur  uuti 
after  July  18,  when  the  sand  was  removed  from  the  trenches,  tbi 
sides  and  the  bottom  scraped  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  inch,  andl 
raked  about  1   inch  in  depth  and  the  sand  replaced.     The  efilueatj 
steadily  improved  in  quality  during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  i 
was  very  satisfactory  in  December,  as  is  shown  by  the  table  I 
containing  the  monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses. 

As  was  noted  last  year  it  appears  from  the  evidence  at  band  thi 
this  filter  of  very  fine  silt  is  continually  storing  nitrogen,  and  i 
quantitative  efficiency  is  becoming  less  year  by  year. 
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EJJtueiU  rij  Filler  No.  4. 
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Filler  No.  5  A. 
This  filter  of  fine  gravel  stones  without  sand,  having  un  effective 
size  of  1.40  millimeters,  and  unprotected  from  the  weather,  took 
sewage  freely  at  a  rate  of  120,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days 
in  a  week  in  two  doses  daily  until  February  24,  when  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  was  — 9°  F.  On  this  date  the  surface  had  not  been 
raked  for  ten  days  and  it  was  necessary  to  omit  both  doses  on  Feb- 
ruary 2ft  and  one  dose  on  February  27.  Warmer  weather  followed 
and  no  further  difficulty  was  experienced.  The  quality  of  the  ef- 
fluent was  not  satisfactory  at  the  close  of  1893,  but  it  steadily  im- 
proved during  the  winter  months.     On  March  31  the  surface  was 


^L  the  nt 


548  STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc.  J 

spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  4  inches  in  depth,  audi 
on  April  9  the  filter  was  restored  to  its  ordinary  depth  by  addinjfl 
new  gravel  and  by  mixing  it  at  the  junction  with  the  new  mnterial. 
Following   thia   disturbance    of  the    surface    layers    the   ammonias 
in  the  effluent  became   higher  and   the  sewage  passed   through  so 
quickly  that  it  was  imperfectly  strained  and  filtered.     The  nitrates, 
however,   remained   high.     Good   results  for  this   filter  of  cuarse 
material  with  such  complete  under-draining  were  obtained  until  the 
end  of  June.     It  was  learned  in  tracing  the  passage  of  aa  applica- 
tion of  salt  that  the  sewage  passed  through  the  material  very  quickly, 
much  of  it  within  fifteen  minutes,  owing  to  the  passage  at  a  i-apid 
rate  through  limited  areas.     As  great  care  was  taken  to  distribute 
the  sewage  equally  over  the  entire  surface,  this  difficulty  seemed 
to  be  due  to  unequal  storage  of  organic  matter  in  the  surface  layers. 
With  a  view  to  removing  this  apparently  unequal  clogging,  the  sur- 
face was  spaded  over  (con-esiranding  to  ploughing)  4  inches  deep  on  J 
July  13.     This  treatment  caused  but  little  apparent  improvemeDtl 
in  the  ammonias  in  the  effluent,  as  complications  arose  from    the  J 
presence   of  worms.     The    nitrates    were   high    during   the   entireJ 
summer.     A  series  of   samples,   the  results  of  analyses  of  whichfl 
are  given  below,  was  taken  on  August  28,  and  indicated  that  thttl 
passage  through  the  filter  of  the  bulk  of  the  sewage  was  too  rapidW 
for  complete  purification.     To  make  sure  that  this  was  not  due  to 
the   passage  of  sewage  through   limited  areas  caused  by  unequal 
clogging  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter,  the  surface  was  spaded 
over  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  12  inches  on  Sep>B 
tember  4.     The  ammonias  still  continued  high,  indicating  that  the 
earlier  results  had  not  been  caused  by  unequal  porosity.     On  tSG|K  ' 
tember  21  the  size  of  the  single  dose  was  reduced  one-half,  —  that 
is,  sewage  was  applied  at  the  rate  of  80,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for 
six  days  in  a  week,  in  eight  doses  daily,  each  equivalent  to  10,000 
gallons  per  acre.     A  decided   improvement  in  the  effluent  followed  ■] 
this  change  which   romained   in   effect  until  November  3.     Up  to  ' 
October  20  the  analyses  of  samples  collected  after  the  applicatioD 
of  the  sixth  dose  showed  much  better  results  as  will  be  noted  in  the 
table  beyond  than  were  obtained  from  samjdes  taken  after  the  iip- 
plication  of  the  first  dose.     The  reason  of  this,  doubtless,  was  that 
the  first  portion  passed  through  loo  quickly  for  complete  purifica-; 
tion.     After  this  time  the  sewage  disappeared  more  slowly,  and  lorJ 
the  next  few   weeks,  in  fact,  until   clogging  was  removed   by  the  1 
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next  spading,  the  nnalysis  of  the  aaniplea  tnken  after  application 
of  the  first  dose  was  better  than  that  of  samples  taken  after  the 
following  doses.  From  November  5  to  16,  the  size  of  the  dose  was 
doubled,  making  a  rate  of  160,000  gallons  per  acre,  but  as  the 
ammonias  in  the  efHiient  increased  the  dose  was  reduced  to  the 
former  quantity  November  19  to  28.  At  the  end  of  the  month  clog- 
ging appeared  and  on  Deecmber  1  the  surface  was  spaded  over 
(corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  6  inches.  The  applica- 
tion of  sewage  was  changed  from  eight  times  10,000  to  two  times 
40,000  gaUuns  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week.  There  was 
no  marked  change  in  the  quality  of  the  effluent  during  December. 
In  the  table  beyond  are  presented  the  monthly  averages  of  the 
weekly  analyses  of  the  representative  samples  of  the  effluent. 

Effluent  of  Filler  No.  5  A. 
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^H             Table  ihowing  Ite.tulls  n/  Analyses  of  Samples  tif  Efftvent  from  Filter  2^o.  S  jJ^ 
^H                                         collecUd  at  Different  Periods  of  the  Daily  Flout.                           ^S 

^H                                                                                       [Pull  per  100,00(1.]                                                                          ^H 

■ 

„„. 

ol"""*. 

„.^„.. 

AKMOIIU. 

j 

.„.„„  1 

1 

5 

9 

D,g-r. 

1 

, 

1 

i 
1" 

1 

1 

l.M  T.». 

1,480 
ISO 
2,000 

73 

Decided. 

Slight. 

Decided. 

.10 

.am 

.91W 
.OSDO 

E 

s.iW.oioo     .sa 

4 

^^M            Table  showing  Comparison  of  Average  Results  of  Analyses  of  Samples  ofEJflu*ill^M 
^K                  eoUeeied  from  Filler  No.  S  A  ajler  First  and  Sixlh  Doses  daring  Different  Por^M 
^^K                 lions  of  a  Period  betweeti  Spadings  to  show  the  Eject  of  Oradual  Surfaei^M 

^^f                                                                  Srplember  21-October  20.                                                         H 
^B                                                                      [P»rti  p«r  ino.ooa.]                                                         ^1 

■ 

IS 

^«x«.c. 

A...,,.. 

J 

.•.„™„„ 

1 

|j| 

1 

^ 

1 

,! 

1 

1 

HI,0<M 
M).0O0 

Bllgbl. 

V..U,ht 

.u 

.WOO 

-MBO 
-OHM 

l.TKtt 
S.1M) 

.oow 

4 

^B                                                                                 OclBitr  21-SoTtmbfr  3.                                                                   H 

^H                 Ari>r  •lilh  doH,    . 

M.000         u 
so.ow         u 

V..llghl. 

" 

■■•4"" 

>,« 

2.ST0O 

.uiai 

: 

4 

J 

^ 

■ 

■ 

1 

1 

■ 

■ 

I 

1 

1 

■ 

No.  34.]  FILTRATION   OF   SEWAGE. 


Filler  m.  6. 

Tbis  filter,  44  inches  in  depth  of  mixed  coarse  and  fine  stind  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter,  was  protected  from  tlie  Hreather  by 
a  cnnvas  cover  until  March  17,  and  readily  disposed  of  sewage 
through  the  winter  at  the  following  rates :  January  1  to  27,  50,000 
gallons  per  acre,  in  daily  doaea ;  January  30  to  February  24,  the 
same  average  rate  with  sewage  applied  every  other  day  ;  and  Feb- 
ruary 2fi  to  March  31,  70,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in 
the  week.  The  quality  of  the  efHuent  was  fair  throughout  the  cold 
months,  but  the  nitrites  were  very  high  and  did  not  decrease  rapidly 
until  the  middle  of  March,  when  the  warmer  weather  restored  to  the 
organisms  of  nitrificatioD  their  full  activity.  On  March  31  the  sur- 
face was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  4 
inches;  and  on  April  1  the  rate  was  reduced  to  1)0,000  gullons  per 
acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week.  The  quality  of  the  effluent 
quickly  improved  and  remained  excellent  during  the  spring  and 
summer.  The  ammonias  and  oxygen  consumed  increased  for  a 
short  time  in  July  owing  to  the  application  of  sewage  containing 
several  times  the  usual  amount  of  organic  matter,  the  average 
amount  of  applied  albuminoid  ammonia  for  the  week  ending  July  7 
being  2.25  parts  per  100,000. 

About  the  middle  of  September  the  surface  became  clogged,  and 
the  filter  was  rested  September  21  to  October  8.  The  aid  received 
from  resting  without  disturbance  of  the  surface  was  only  temporary, 
and  clogging  reappeared  during  the  latter  part  of  October,  while  the 
effluent  deteriorated  in  quality.  The  filter  was  again  rested  Octo- 
ber 30  to  November  30  and  the  surface  spaded  over  (corresponding 
to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  8  inches  on  November  8  and  November 
17.  During  December  nitrification  decreased,  apparently  owing  to 
the  diminution  in  the  activity  of  the  nitrifying  organisms  during  the 
long  [leriod  of  rest,  as  described  on  page  510.  In  the  following 
tables  are  presented  the  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  the  etUucnt 
collected  before  the  application  of  sewage  and  at  the  height  of  flow 
during  the  winter  months,  and  also  the  monthly  averages  of  weekly 
analyses  of  representative  samples  of  the  effluent  during  the  entire 
year: — 
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Effluent  of  Filter  No.  6. 


pIpE.    FlJur  prMeeml 
-L-.pt i>n««eh  iDjaDU 


Filter  JVb.  7. 

Sub-Hurfave  Application  of  Heieage.  —  This  experimeat  was  dii 
continued  on  July  7,  it  buviiig  been  ulcHi'ly  i>hown  that  the  oxidizing 
nnd  uitrifyiug  proces^ACs  can  take  pluce  under  tiuitable  conditiona  in 
filters  to  wliicli  sewage  is  npplled  benealb  the  surface.  The  chief 
feature  of  the  method  to  be  considered  was  found  !iy  this  experiment 
to  be  the  clogging  of  the  sub-surluce  pipe  in  which  the  sewuge  wag 
applied.  A  nummary  of  ibo  results  of  the  invcstigntion  upon  this 
subject  was  presented  iu  the  1893  report,  page  425.  The  reBults 
obtitined  in  18'J4  cuntirni  the  earlier  conclusions. 

The  filter  cont^iincd  44  inches  in  depth  of  mixed  coarse  and  6Dtt 
material  of  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter,  above  which  were  10 
inches  of  loam  and  I)  inches  of  soil.  The  sewage  was  applied  in  & 
circuliir  pipe  fi  inches  in  diameter  and  18  inches  below  the  eurfsce 
with  open  joints  every  2  feet.  This  pipe  was  clogged  at  the  hegin- 
ning  of  the  year,  and,  during  the  continuance  of  the  experiments  in 
18114,  as  much  sewage  was  applied  as  the  sut>surfuce  pipe  would 
hold.     This  quantity,  however,  was  very  small,  ranging  from  H,000 
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gallons  per  acre  in  February  to  22,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  a'tz 
diiya  ID  a  week  (calculated  for  the  satire  area)  in  May.  Owing  to 
clogging  around  the  euh-eurface  pipe  thia  quantity  over-taxed  the 
air  capacity  of  the  filter  in  June,  and  the  ammonias  increased  while 
the  nitrates  in  the  effluent  decreased.  The  quality  of  the  effluent, 
on  the  whole,  however,  was  very  good  under  the  circumstances,  as 
is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly 
analyses  of  the  effluent :  — 

Effluent  of  Filler  No.  7. 
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Filler  JVb.  9  A. 
This  filter,  of  medium  fine  sund  of  an  effective  size  of  0.17  milli- 
meter, unprotected  from  the  weather,  was  not  in  a  aatisfactory  con. 
dition  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  owing  to  sub-surface  clogging 
which  occurred  in  the  fall,  and  which  was  removed  on  Dec.  3,  1893. 
The  quality  of  the  effluent  in  January  was  considerably  better  than 
during  the  preceding  months,  but  this  was  accomplished,  apparently, 
by  reducing  the  rate  of  filtration  and  by  resting  for  a  short  time. 
During  the  period  of  resting,  January  15  to  21 ,  the  frost  increased  in 
the  sand  so  that  the  filler  was  leas  porous  and  nitrification  no  greater 
at  the  end  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  month.  In  February,  sewage 
was  applied  at  a  higher  rate  but  the  quality  of  the  effluent  deteriorated 
and  did  not  show  marked  improvement  until  the  first  week  in  March. 
On  March  31,  the  surface  was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  plough- 
ing) to  a  depth  of  i  inches,  and  the  sewage  has  been  applied  since 
April  1.  except  in  the  cose  of  resting  or  interruption,  at  a  rate  of 
80,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  The  work  of 
the  filter  was  very  satisfactory  during  the  summer  and  early  fall. 
In  October  the  ammonias  in  the  effluent  began. to  increase  and  the 
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sewoge  disappeared  from  the  surface  more  slowly.  The  filler  yraa 
nllowed  to  rest  Octoler  13  to  27  without  disturbance  of  the  surface. 
This  did  not  remedy  mnttera ;  and  the  filter  was  rested  ag 
November  3  to  30,  and  the  surface  spaded  over  (correspondioj 
ploughing)  8  inches  in  depth  on  November  5  and  17.  The  results 
obtained  in  December  following  the  long  period  of  rest  were  uiv- 
Batisfactory  with  regard  to  the  cjuality  of  the  eliiuent,  and  it  appenrs 
that  the  activity  of  the  nitrifying  organisms  was  lessened  by  the 
long  period  of  rest.  The  work  of  the  filler  is  shown  by  the  fol»J 
lowing  table  of  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the 
etSuent :  — 

£ffluenl  qf  Filter  No.  9  A. 
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I'Sler  27b.  10. 
This  large  tank,  one  two-hundredth  of  an  acre  in  area,  was  filled 
in  July  with  5  feet  in  depth  of  mixed  coarse  and  fine  sand,  like  that 
in  Filter  No.  6,  and  having  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter.  No 
coarse  material  or  under-drains  were  placed  beneath  the  eund  except 
directly  above  and  around  the  outlet  pipe.  A  partition  extending 
3  feet  below  the  surface  was  placed  in  the  sand  separating  thnt 
quarter  of  the  surface  which  was  farthest  removed  from  the  under- 
drains.  To  this  quarter  of  the  surface  sewage  has  been  applied 
since  July  18  at  the  rate  of  160,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six 
days  in  the  week.  Up  to  December  2.i  the  sewage  was  applied  in 
three  doses  a  week,  afterwards  in  six  doses.  The  partition  causes 
the  sewage  to  pass  downward  for  3  feet  and  then  it  has  a  lateral 
movement  through  a  distance  of  from  12  to  16  feet.  The  doses 
appeared  to  be  too  large  for  complete  puriticntioD  during  the  winter, 
although  good  results  were  obtained  until  severe  winter  weather 
began.  In  December,  when  the  sewage  was  applied  in  an  open 
trench  dug  in  the  surface  to  a  depth  of  about  1  foot,  the  quality  of 
the  effluent  rapidly  deteriorated,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table 
of  monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses :  — 

Effluent  of  Filter  No.  10. 
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FSler  No.  12  A. 
This  filter  was  filled  in  April,  1892,  with  clogjed  material  (mixed  I 
course  and  tine  sand)  which  had  been  scraped  from  the  surfuce  of  J 
Filter  No.  6,  having  an  effective  size  of  0.35  Diillimeter.  Aided  by  I 
occasional  aspiration,  this  filter  of  clogged  material  yielded  tt  well- 1 
purified  etHuent  in  1892  and  1893,  as  was  shown  by  the  resultft] 
which  were  described  and  discussed  in  the  annual  reports  for  those  1 
years.  The  results  obtained  in  1894  have  been  satisfactory  for  the  I 
existing  conditions,  and  confirmed  the  conclusions  already  presented  I 
in  earlier  reports.  The  only  new  feature  of  the  experiment  wns  tb*  I 
application  from  April  2  to  14  of  sewage  heated  to  100"  F.  Thia  I 
treatment  did  not  appear  to  affect  the  working  of  the  filt«r  to  anj  I 
marked  extent,  and  from  April  16  to  May  2  the  applied  sewage  was  1 
heated  to  150"  F.  This  temperature  interfered  decidedly  with  the 
bacterial  activity  and  the  nitrification  fell  off  rapidly  while  the  free 
ammonia  in  the  elilueut  increased,  as  is  shown  i>y  the  analyses 
helow.  After  discontinuing  the  beating  of  the  applied  sewage,  the  ni- J 
trates  greatly  increased.  Tliey  decreased  again  in  July  and  August  1 
while  the  free  ammonia  changed  but  little.  This  was  owing,  appar-1 
ently,  to  imperfect  ventilation  caused  by  the  large  amount  of  stored  I 
organic  matter  in  the  upper  layers  of  the  filter.  After  spading  ovecf 
the  surface  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  12  inches  on  I 
Septcmlier  1  the  nitrates  in  the  elHucnt  increased,  as  is  shown  by  I 
the  following  table  of  monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses  of  the  I 
effluent : — 

Effiuent  of  Filter  No.  U  A. 
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Fillers  JVos.  12  A,  15 B  and  16  B. 

Filter  No.  12A,  containing  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  Bitnd 
of  nn  effective  size  of  0.19  millimeter,  baa  received  the  elfluent  of 
Filters  Nos.  15B  and  ItJB  at  the  rate  ol  960,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily  six  days  in  the  week. 

Filters  Nos.  15B  and  16B  are  filled  to  a  depth  of  65  inches  with 
gravel  stones  of  an  effective  size  of  5  40  millimeters,  and  have  purified 
sewage  at  the  rate  of  480,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  aided  by  a  cur- 
rent of  air  constantly  drawn  downward  through  the  gravel  by  means 
of  an  aspirator  at  the  rate  of  about  one  gallon  in  four  minutes. 
Toward  the  close  of  1893  the  ventilation  of  these  two  filters  was 
incomplete,  as  was  noted  io  the  last  annual  report,  owing  to  a  leak 
around  the  outlet.  The  result  of  this  was  that  nitrification  decreased 
rapidly  and  remained  very  low  during  January  and  February,  while 
clogging  appeared  in  each  filter  on  several  occasions.  Filter  No.  15  B 
was  Hushed  out  January  fl  by  applying  city  water  under  pressure  from 
below.  The  aid  received  was  only  temporary,  and  on  February  1  the 
surface  was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  6 
inches.  On  January  31  No.  ItJB  was  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  12 
inches.  There  was  no  marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  either 
effluent  although  the  sewage  disappeared  impidly,  and  on  February 
9  an  iron  pipe  three- fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  was  put  into  the 
middle  of  each  filler,  reaching  from  the  top  to  within  about  6  inches 
of  the  bottom.  The  lower  end  of  each  pipe  was  plugged  and  there 
was  a  series  of  perforations,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
near  the  end.  The  aspirators  were  disconnected  from  the  filters  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tanks  and  attached  to  the  upper  end  of  these  pipes. 
There  was  so  much  organic  matter  stored  in  the  filters  that  com- 
plete ventilation  was  not  obtained.  On  February  23,  Filter  No. 
15B  was  Hushed  out  again  by  applying  city  water  under  pressure 
to  the  outlet  for  six  hours.  Satisfactory  results  followed  this  treat- 
ment. Filter  No.  1GB  was  rested  February  2'A  to  March  3  and  was 
given  a  flushing  similar  to  that  given  to  15  B,  but  of  longer  duration, 
on  March  3  and  4.  The  quality  of  the  ctHuent  from  this  filter  did 
not  show  improvement,  however,  and  on  March  24  the  gravel  stones 
were  removed  and  replaced  after  washing  with  a  hose.  The  sur- 
face of  each  filter  was  raked  3  inches  in  depth  daily  until  February 
23  and  once  a  week  after  April  30, 
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Good  results  have  been  obtained  from  these  gravel  filters  duriog 
the  remainder  of  the  yeiir  with  tho  exception  of  those  from  Filter  No. 
15B  through  June,  July  and  August,  when  considerable  sludge  was 
detached  fiom  the  stones  and  made  its  way  into  the  effluent.  This 
is  apparent  in  the  analyses  for  those  months  given  in  the  tables 
beyond,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  the  free  auimonia,  soluble 
albuminoid  ammonia  and  nitrates  were  practically  normal  at  this 
time.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  rate  of  filtration  of  Filter 
No.  12  A  was  lower  than  usual.  This  was  caused  by  some  of  the 
effluent  having  been  drawn  over  into  the  aspirator.  To  remedy 
this,  the  aspirators  have  been  run  only  at  night  since  September 
1  for  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  daily,  and  much  better  results  have 
followed  with  regard  to  albuminoid  ammonia.  The  nitrates  have 
remained  high  and  practically  no  effluent  has  passed  through  the 
aspirator.  It  is  to  be  noted  here,  however,  that  in  the  case  of 
Filter  No.  15B  tho  sewage  disappeared  from  the  surface  less  readily 
in  the  month  of  December. 

Filter  No.  12  A  became  badly  clogged  early  in  January  in  conse- 
quence of  the  clogging  of  the  gravel  filters.  From  January  12  to  28 
the  effluent  of  Filters  Xos.  15  B  and  16  B  was  applied  to  the  new  Fil- 
ter No.  14A  (see  below),  of  same  construction  as  No.  12  A,  which 
was  allowed  to  rest.  On  January  29  the  effluent  was  again  applied 
to  No.  12A,  and  in  two  days  it  was  again  clogged  so  that  the 
effluents  from  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B,  while  these  filters  were  in  such 
unsatisfactory  condition,  were  allowed  to  run  to  waste,  February  3  to 
26.  From  February  27  to  March  4,  this  filter  received  the  effluent 
of  Nos.  15  B  and  15  0,  the  latter  a  new  filter  of  similar  construc- 
tion to  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B.  After  the  older  filters,  Nos.  15  B  and 
16  B,  were  flushed  out  and  aerated  so  that  nitrification  was  re- 
established in  Ibem,  No.  12  A  took  both  effluents  without  difflcutty 
and  gave  an  excellently  puriUcd  effluent,  as  is  shown  by  the  tikbles 
of  analyses  beyond.  The  effluent  of  No.  15  C  was  not  applied  to 
Filler  No.  12  A  after  March  4.  Up  to  June  19  the  surface  was 
scraped  when  necessary  to  relieve  clogging.  The  average  interval 
t>etwecn  scraping  was  seventeen  days  and  tho  average  depth  scraped 
0.17  of  an  inch,  equivalent  to  12  cubic  yards  of  material  removed 
per  1,000,000  gallons  filtered.  This  quantity  was  so  great  that  the 
practice  of  scraping  was  abandoned  and  the  surface  niked  to  a  depth 
of  3  inches  twice  a  week.     This  gave  satisfactory  results  even  when 
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much  suspended  tuntter  was  discharged  upon  the  surface  with  the 
effluent  from  Filter  No.  15  B.  The  excefisive  iimount  of  sludge  wiis 
a  fiictnr  in  producing  clogging  at  the  eurface  in  the  early  fall.  To 
afford  relief  the  surface  was  spaded  (corresponding  to  ploughing) 
ti  inches  in  depth,  September  6  and  October  27,  nnd  8  inches  in 
depth  on  November  21.  It  was  rested  from  October  2  to  8,  and 
from  Oclolicr  27  to  November  11,  and  was  in  excellent  condition  ut 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Filter  No.  14  A. 
This  filter  contains  the  original  under-drains  of  Filter  No.  14, 
above  which  are  60  inches  of  medium  fine  sand  like  that  of  No.  12  A 
and  having  an  etfective  size  of  0.19  millimeter.  From  January  12 
to  27  it  was  used  as  a  substitute  for  Filter  No.  12  A  and  received  the 
effluents  from  Filters  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B  at  the  rate  of  1)60,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily  six  days  in  the  week.  Five  days  after  this 
new  filter  was  put  in  operation  the  surface  became  clogged  and  was 
raked  to  a  depth  of  2  inches.  Two  days  later  clogging  again  ap- 
peared and  the  surface  was  raked  3  inches  deep.  This  raking  was 
repeated  on  the  following  day,  after  which  it  was  necessary  to  spade 
the  surface  to  the  depth  of  6  inches  daily.  The  application  of  the 
effluent  from  the  gravel  filters  was  discontinued  January  27,  fifteen 
days  after  this  substitute  filter  was  put  in  operation.  Analyses  of 
the  effluent  are  presented  in  the  table  beyond,  where  it  will  be 
noted  that  there  was  but  little  more  nitrification  on  January  24  than 
existtd  in  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  16  B,  and  this  was  very  pos- 
sibly effected  by  the  old  under-drains,  which  were  seeded  with  the 
organisms  of  nitrification.  The  free  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed 
increased  during  the  short  duration  of  the  experiment. 

Filter  No.  15  C. 
This  filter  was  constructed  February  27  of  new  materials,  consist- 
ing of  the  usual  under-drains  beneath  60  inches  in  depth  of  gnivei 
stones  of  an  effective  size  of  5.40  millimeters.  Air  was  constantly 
drawn  downward  through  the  filter  at  the  usual  rate  by  means  of  an 
aspirator  attached  to  an  iron  pipe  of  similar  arrangement  to  those 
put  into  Fillers  Nos.  15  B  and  16  B  on  February  9.  The  rate  of 
filtration  was  480,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  diiys  in  the  week. 
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Up  to  April  30  the  eurfiice  was  not  disturbed.  After  tliat  time  it 
was  spaded  once  a  week  to  a  deptli  oF  about  6  inches. 

This  experiment  was  uadertuken  pnrtly  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
a  euhstitute,  if  necessary,  for  Filters  Nos.  1513  and  10  B,  but  as  tbe 
efficiency  of  tliese  titters  became  fully  restored  the  experiment  waa 
discontinued  June  1.  The  sewage  on  all  occasions  disappeared 
immediately,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  monthly  averiigea  of 
weekly  analyses.  The  quality  of  tbe  effluent  in  May  was  very  satis- 
factory. It  is  also  instructive  to  note  that  nitrification  began  about 
April  25,  eight  weeks  after  the  beginning  of  the  experiment. 

Tbe  results  from  this  set  of  experiments  are  summarized  and  dis- 
cussed on  pages  53G-54I. 

Effl!te>U  of  FiUer  No.  12  A. 


TlMr 

Lumh  or 

Saw.|>  H»- 

.^r»A»»c.. 

AKKOIIU. 

1 

«"-" 

1 
1 

1 

^ 

1M4. 

f 

1 

f 

J 

1 

i^ 

1 

1 

li 

FgOruarr, . 
U.cob,       . 
April,        . 
Umt..       . 

Jum.      . 

J-iy. .      . 

D«amlwr, 

•00.000 

8u.ooa 
«*.ooo 
■M,gM 

m.ooo 

M2,M0 

iU.OOB 
&».D00 
7M.0011 

«1 
U 

«7 
M 
H 

10 

M 

41 

IB 

in 

M 

ib. 

lb.  Mm. 
m. 

lb.  Mm. 

a. 

Ita. 

Nans. 
V..llBhl. 

Sou. 

NoM. 

trow. 

Noo.. 
V- .light. 

NDtl>. 

IS 
.11 

.two 
.am 

.<M» 

.mi 
.0011 

.ooit 

'Z 

0010 

:I 

OJDO 

i 
..11. 

'Z 

.OMO 

s.oi 

:: 

8.7(1 
10  .H 
ll.M 

I.«OD 
l.tKO 
I.SIM 

1.U0O 
1.1100 

l.MDO 

3,1»00 

z 

.OOM 

.osog 

•"" 
Z 

.n 

1 

•  From  Km.  IS  B  at 


•tlUi 


rk,  F<bi 


irr  27  U 


piled,  Ocluber  1 
lw>nlT.raDrllnii«a«Mk.?Ii>vtii»MrI3hiDi>»'DlHrBI 
till  of  Hwer  plpti  Burfaea  nk«d  3  lach«4  d»cp  tvli 
turlwt  »  locbH  dMp;  Stplembor  <  mid  Oelobar  17,  n  1i 
•Draped,  and  ••abed  HDd  tran  pretloui  laraplna  fri 
Manli  »  aod  33,  April  t  iBd  U,  Hay  1  and  31,  Juog  11 


M;  aaat  applinl,  October  37  to  NoniDbai 
JuM  Sittotni«pcrln»Dl  Inlerruplod  by  hi 
woaklyaflor  Junall.    Jaaiiar7  1<  •n'tH*  dl*>   ] 
laidaap;  R>>viiDb<>rl,llacb»  dorp.    Snrfaoa    | 
ralljr  raplascd,  on  lollowlaidaiM;  Fvbnu 
!id  (by  wwldcm)  jDly  0. 


No.  34.] 


FILTRATION   OF  SEWAGE. 
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Fluent  of  Filler  No.  16  B. 
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Eglueta  of  Filter  yo.  IS  C. 
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FiUer  ^o.  13A. 
This  filter  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  snnd  of  an 
efiective  size  of  0.19  millimeter,  and  has  received  the  suporoataDt 
liquid  from  sewage  which  has  been  allowed  to  settle  without  chemi- 
caU  for  four  hours.  The  rate  of  filtration  for  1893  was  480,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week,  —  a  quantity  which 
overtaxed  the  capacity  of  the  filter,  which  was  allowed  to  rest  from 
Dec.  23,  J  893,  to  Jan.  8,  1894.  From  this  time  until  May  21  the 
rate  of  6ltration  was  240,000  gullons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days 
in  the  week.  This  rate  also  was  found  to  bo  too  great  for  complete 
purification,  and  after  resting  the  filter  from  May  21  to  31,  inclusive, 
it  was  reduced  to  100,000  gallons  per  acre.  From  January  8  to 
May  21  the  surface  was  scraped  when  necessary  to  relieve  clogging 
and  was  not  raked.  It  was  scraped  during  this  period  six  times, 
an  average  of  once  in  19  days.     The  average  depth  removed  was 
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0.16  of  an  inch,  eqaivalent  to  18  cubic  yarda  per  1,000,000  gallons 
filtered.  Since  June  it  has  been  raked  twice  a  week  to  the  depth 
of  about  3  inches  and  very  satisfactory  results  have  been  obtained, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  of  monthly  averages  of  weekly 
analyses  of  the  effluent.  The  results  are  summarized  and  discussed 
on  page  538. 
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Fitter  M.  24  A. 
This  filter,  containing  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  sand  of 
an  effective  size  of  0.19  millimeter,  was  constructed  Jan.  12,  1894, 
and  was  used  until  January  27  as  a  substitute  for  No.  12A,  as  is 
described  on  page  558.  It  was  allowed  to  rest  until  June  1,  since 
which  it  has  received  sewage  which  has  been  strained  through  coke. 
The  depth  of  coke  supported  by  a  thin  layer  of  sand  in  the  strainer 
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has  varied  from  1.5  to  8  inches,  as  is  sliown  Id  the  foot-notes  to  th« 
table  of  monthly  avenigea  of  the  weekly  analyses  presented  bejonj. 
A  depth  of  6  inches  is  preferable  to  that  of  1.5  inches.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  removal  of  clogged  coke  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
sewage  would  range  from  5  to  8  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons 
strained.  The  rate  of  filtration  was  320,000  gallons  per  acre  daily 
for  six  days  in  the  week  up  to  November  6,  when  it  was  increased 
to  480,000  gallons  per  acre.  This  seemed  to  overtax  the  capacity 
of  the  filter  and  on  December  2ti  the  surface  was  spaded  over  (cor- 
responding to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  while  the  rate  wai. 
reduced  to  320,000  gallons  per  acre.  The  surface  has  been  raked 
twice  weekly  to  the  depth  of  about  3  inches.  It  will  lie  seen  from 
the  following  table  of  analyses  of  the  effluent  that  good  results  have 
been  obtained  from  this  method  of  purification.  The  results  are 
discussed  on  page  538. 
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Filter  m.  17  A. 

This  filter  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  sand  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter,  together  with  four  layers  of  fine 
marble  dust,  about  one-half  inch  in  depth,  and  distant  from  the  top 
of  the  under-drains  1, 3, 4  and  4.75  feet,  respectively.  It  has  received 
sewage  to  which  sulphuric  acid,  equal  to  49  parts  of  actual  H2SO4 
per  hundred  thousand,  has  been  added.  The  rate  of  filtration  has 
been  60,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week  and  the 
quality  of  the  efiiuent,  on  the  whole,  has  been  satisfactory,  as  is 
shown  in  the  table  below  of  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly  analy- 
ses of  the  efiluent.  The  ventilation  was  incomplete,  however,  in 
November  and  December,  owing  to  the  organic  matter  in  the  upper 
layers  and  the  quality  of  the  efiiuent  deteriorated. 

Acid  sewage  had  been  applied  to  this  filter  since  Oct.  26,  1890^ 
and  the  results  show  conclusively  that  such  sewage  may  be  regularly 
purified  by  sand  filters  to  which  a  small  amount  of  limestone  has 
been  added  in  the  upper  layers  in  order  to  neutralize  tlie  acid.  The 
treatment  of  acid  sewage  has  been  discussed  in  the  annual  report  for 
1891,  and  the  later  results  have  confirmed  the  earlier  conclusions. 
The  only  additional  point  of  importance  to  note  is  the  disadvantage 
of  placing  the  marble  dust  in  horizontal  layers  because  the  ventilation 
is  impaired  after  continued  use,  owing  to  the  differences  in  capil- 
larity of  adjoining  layers.  The  work  of  the  filters  by  years  is  as 
follows :  — 


Table  showing  Yearly  Averages  of  Besults  oj  Analyses  of  Effluent  of  Fitter 
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f  FiUer  No.  17  A. 
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This  filter  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  sand  of  an^ 
effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter,  aud  has  received  the  supernatant 
liquid  from  sewage  which  has  been  allowed  to  settle  four  hours  after 
treatment  with  sulphate  of  alumina,  at  the  rote  of  1,000  pounds 
per  1,000,000  gallons.  During  the  latter  part  of  1893  the  rate  of 
filtration  was  fi40,000  gallons  per  acre.  This  quantity  overtaxed 
the  filter,  which  was  allowed  to  rest  Dec.  23,  1893,  to  Jan.  8,  1894. 
The  rate  of  filtration  from  January  8  to  May  21  was  360,000  galloQB 
per  acre.  This  rate  was  found  to  be  too  high  for  complete  purifica- 
tion and  the  filter  was  rested  Mny  21  to  31,  inclusive.  Since  that 
time  the  rate  has  been  200,000  gallons  per  acre.  During  the  early 
part  of  March  clogging  appeared  at  the  old  surface  4  inches  below 
the  present  surface,  and  on  March  10  the  upper  4  inches  were  re- 
moved, the  next  6  inches  spaded  over  and  4  inches  of  new  matfr> 
rial  added  to  take  the  place  of  (hat  removed.  The  old  and  new 
materials  were  mixed  together  at  the  junction.  From  January 
to  May  2t  the  filter  was  scraped  to  relieve  clogging  fourteen  tinuA,. 
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an  average  of  once  in  eight  days.  The  average  depth  removed  was 
0  40  of  an  inch,  equivalent  to  18  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons 
filtered.  Since  June  1  the  surface  has  been  raked  twice  weekly  to 
II  depth  of  about  3  inches.  In  November  clogging  began  to  show 
itself  again  and  on  December  1  the  surface  was  spaded  over  (cor- 
responding to  ploughing)  to  a  depth  of  6  inches..  In  the  following 
table  are  given  the  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the 
elHuent.     On  page  539  a  discussion  of  these  resulta  will  be  found. 

Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  19. 
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This  filter  was  constructed  March  19,  1894,  and  contained  origi- 
nally, above  the  usual  under-draina,  60  inches  tn  depth  of  fine  sifted 
gravel  like  that  in  Filter  No.  5  A,  and  having  an  efTective  size  of  1.60 
millimeters.  Sewage  has  been  applied  each  day  for  six  days  in  the 
week  in  twelve  doses  of  equal  size,  at  the  rate  of  480,000  gallons 
per  acre.  Until  August  1  the  faucet  on  the  outlet  pipe  was  closed 
during  the  day,  while  the  filter  was  being  filled,  and  opened  late 
in  the  afternoon  so  that  the  sewage  would  drain  out  during  the 
night  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The 
outlet  has  been  trapped  and  since  August  3  the  faucet  has  been  kept 
constantly  open.     The  frequent  dosing  caused  considerable  ventila- 
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tion  during  the  dity  which,  with  a  period  of  rest  at  night,  enabled 
nitrification  to  become  eatablished.  The  rate,  however,  wns  too  high 
for  the  degree  of  ventilation  and  beginning  July  7  the  filter  has  had  a 
current  of  air  drawn  downward  through  it  from  ten  to  twelve  hours 
each  night  at  the  rate  of  about  one  gallon  in  four  minutes.  This  aera^ 
tionhasheenattainedby  means  of  an  aspirator  attached  to  an  iron  pipe 
reaching  to  the  bottom  of  the  fine  gravel  and  similar  to  the  method 
employed  in  the  case  of  Filters  Nos.  15  B,  16  B,  since  February  9. 
The  surface  was  raked  weekly  to  a  depth  of  1  inch,  April  17  to 
June  1,  after  which  it  has  been  raked  3  inches  daily.  From  June 
7  to  December  31  the  surface  was  scraped  thirty-five  times,  ao 
average  of  once  in  six  days.  The  average  depth  removed  was  0,18 
of  an  inch,  which  is  equivalent  to  8  cubic  yards  per  1 ,000,000  gHlloos 
filtered.  On  August  t!  the  surface  was  spaded  over  to  the  depth  of 
6  inches.  Clogging  became  quite  marked  the  last  of  November, 
and  the  surface  was  spaded  over  8  inches  in  depth  on  December  1, 
and  the  filter  allowed  to  rest  one  week.  This  treatment  aflbrded 
relief  for  the  rest  of  the  month.  In  tlie  table  below  are  given  the 
monthly  averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the  effluent.  The 
results  are  summarized  and  discussed  on  page  538. 


Effluent  oj  Filter  No.  21  A. 
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Filter  No.  22  A. 

This  filter  was  conatructed  March  19,  I89i,  and  coDtained  origi- 
Dally  60  inches  of  fine  coke  breeze  (screcDinga  from  commercial 
coke)  above  the  usual  uoder-draiaa.  The  rate  of  filtratiou  was 
240,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week  up  to  Novem- 
ber 5,  when  it  was  increased  to  360,000  gallons  per  acre.  The 
surface  was  raked  1  inch  deep  once  a  week  from  April  17  to  June  1, 
after  which  it  has  been  raked  3  inches  daily.  Oo  April  3  about  one- 
half  inch  of  material  was  scraped  from  the  surface  and  3  iaobea  more 
were  removed  on  November  14,  making  a  total  of  3.5  inches,  which 
is  equivalent  to  8.6  cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  filtered  up 
to  the  latter  date. 

Nitrification  became  established  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  a 
well-purified  effluent  was  obtained  until  the  latter  part  of  November, 
after  the  rate  bad  been  increased.  From  the  December  results 
presented  in  the  following  table  of  monthly  averages  of  the  weekly 
analyses  of  the  effluent,  it  appears  that  the  rat«  of  360,000  gallons 
overtaxed  the  capacity  of  the  filter,  unless  the  practice  of  systematic 
scraping  was  resorted  to.  Ttie  results  obtained  from  the  filter  are 
discussed  on  page  535. 

Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  22  A. 
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Filler  No.  25. 

Id  this  61ter  there  was  buried,  on  Dec.  18,  181^9,  the  carcass  of  s 
dog,  weighing  eleven  and  tive-tenths  pounds,  above  5  feet  of  sand 
and  loam  and  beneath  6  feet  of  sand,  loam  and  soil,  as  was  described 
in  the  Special  Report  on  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  for 
1890,  page  689.  City  water  has  been  applied  during  1894  at  the 
rate  of  60,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  the  week,  ex- 
cept during  the  winter  months,  when  the  water  froze  to  the  surface 
on  several  occasions  and  it  was  necessary  to  omit  some  of  the  ap- 
plications. The  outlet  has  been  trapped  and  during  the  last  part 
of  the  year  the  effluent  has  contained  smaller  quantities  of  free  and 
albuminoid  ammonia  than  at  any  previous  time.  The  odor  and  t 
bidity  have  not  disappeared  but  have  been  less  than  during  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  etiiuent  has  been  discolored  by  iron  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  showing  the  lack  of  sufficient  oxygen. 
Variable  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  etfluent  have  been  found,  and 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  they  have  developed  on  gelatine  plates  very 
slowly  and  apparently  were  in  a  degenerated  form.  The  work  of 
the  filter  for  the  past  year  is  shown  by  the  monthly  averages  of  the 
weekly  analyses  of  the  eMuent  in  the  following  table,  beyond  which 
ia  a  table  containing  the  yearly  averages  of  all  analytical  results. 

Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  33. 
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Table  shelving  Yearly  Averages  of  BemUs  oj  Analyses  of  Effluent  of  Filter 

No.  25. 

[ParU  p«r  100.000.] 
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Filter  No.  30. 

This  filter  contains  30  inches  in  depth  of  coarse  sand  of  an  effec- 
tive size  of  0.48  millimeter,  and  has  received  sewage  at  the  rate  of 
55,800  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  Nitrification 
has  been  good  throughout  the  year  although  the  ammonias  have 
been  somewhat  variable.  With  a  view  to  lowering  the  free  am- 
monia, the  surface  was  spaded  over  (corresponding  to  ploughing) 
to  a  depth  of  6  inches  on  March  9.  This  did  little  good,  however, 
and  on  June  1  the  surface  was  again  spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches, 
and  the  filter  allowed  to  rest  two  weeks.  This  treatment  appeared 
to  be  of  little  value  and  in  June  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ammonias 
of  the  efiluent  were  very  high,  doubtless  on  account  of  too  rapid 
passage  through  the  filter.  Better  results  followed,  however,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  table  of  monthly  averages  of  weekly  analyses 
of  the  efiluent.  Following  this  table  is  another,  showing  the  yearly 
averages  of  all  analytical  results  from  this  filter. 
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FILTEATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


Filter  No,  31. 
This  filter  coDtained  60  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  Band  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter,  and  received  sewage  at  the  rate  of 
55,800  gallons  per  acre  daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  The  applied 
sewage  disappeared  slowly  in  January  and  February,  and  on  March 
9  the  surface  was  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  6  inches.  There  was 
no  further  trouble  from  clogging  but  the  free  ammonia  was  not  so 
low  as  in  former  years.  On  June  first  the  surface  was  again  spaded 
over  6  inches  in  depth  and  the  filter  allowed  to  rest  two  weeks. 
Owing  to  the  tank  having  become  completely  rusted  out  in  places 
it  was  necessary  to  discontinue  the  experiment  the  first  part  of  July 
before  the  eSect  of  this  treatment  was  fully  learned.  The  monthly 
averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  of  the  effluent  are  presented  in  the 
following  table,  beyond  which  are  given  the  yearly  averages  of  the 
results  of  analyses :  — 

Effluent  of  Fitter  No.  31. 

[Parta  par  IlW.OaO.] 
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Filler  jVo.  32. 

This  filter  contains  30  inches  in  depth  of  medium  fine  sand  of  an  ' 
effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter,  and  has  received  the  supernataDt 
liquid  from  sewage  which  has  been  treated  by  chemical  precipitation 
as  is  described  on  page  454.  In  1893  the  rate  of  filtration  iras 
446,400  gallons  per  acre  dally  for  six  days  in  a  week.  This  quantity 
overtaxed  the  capacity  of  the  filter,  which  was  allowed  to  rest  Dec. 
3,  18il3,  to  Jan.  8,  1894.  From  January  8  to  May  21  the  rate  was  J 
334,800  gallons  per  acre,  — a  quantity  which  necessitated  very  fr^  J 
quent  scraping  and  which  also  caused  the  free  ammonia  in  the  j 
effluent  to  remain  high.  During  this  period  the  surface  was  scraped 
twenty-one  times  to  relieve  clogging,  —  an  average  of  once  id  six 
days.  The  average  depth  removed  was  0.24  inch,  equivalent  to  24  , 
cubic  yards  per  1,000,000  gallons  filtered.  The  filter  was  allowedJ 
to  rest  May  21  to  31,  inclusive,  and  since  June  1  has  received* 
chemically  purified  sewage  at  the  rate  of  167,400  gallons  per  acre 
daily  for  six  days  in  a  week.  No  material  bus  been  scraped  from 
the  surface  since  June  1  but  the  surface  has  been  raked  to  a  depth 
of  3  inches  twice  weekly.  The  work  of  the  filter  is  presented  in  J 
the  following  table  of  monthly  overages  of  weekly  analyses  of  the  I 


Effluml  of  Fitter  No.  32. 
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FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


The  investigatioDs  of  the  Board  during  the  past  seven  years  upon 
the  filtration  of  the  Merrimack  River  water  have  shown  conclusively 
that,  under  proper  conditions,  thoroughly  satisfactory  results,  from 
a  hygienic  point  of  view,  may  be  obtained  by  this  treatment.  This 
conclusion  is  now  based  on  the  results  of  more  than  thirty  thousand 
bacteriological  analyses  in  connection  with  the  examination  of  thirty 
different  experimental  filters.  To  this  information  we  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  add  the  knowledge  obtained  from  the  results  of  the  actual 
operation  of  the  large  filter  of  the  water  supply  of  the  city  of 
Lawrence  (2.5  acres  in  area),  as  well  as  the  results  of  experience 
from  the  filtration  of  large  public  water  supplies  in  Europe.  At 
this  time  it  may  be  stated  that  the  problem  of  the  hygienic  purifi- 
cation of  sewage-polluted  waters  in  Massachusetts  by  sand  filtration 
centres  for  the  most  part  around  the  two  following  points  :  — 

1.  The  hygienic  efficiency  of  filtration  under  those  occasionally 
occurring  conditions  which  are  less  favorable  than  the  normal  for 
the  removal  of  disease- producing  germs  from  water,  with  a  study 
of  methods  of  improvement  thereof. 

2.  The  further  determination  of  the  laws  of  filtration,  whereby 
contaminated  waters  may  be  rendered  hygienically  safe  with  the 
greatest  economy. 

The  experiments  have  been  conducted  during  the  past  year  along 
the  same  general  lines  as  those  described  in  earlier  reports  of  the 
Board.  The  results  obtained  up  to  May  1,  1894,  were  presented  in 
the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  Board,  for  the  year  1893.  In 
the  following  pages  there  are  presented  the  results  for  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  after  the  method  adopted  in  earlier  reports,  except  that 
in  the  account  of  the  individual  work  of  each  filter  more  attention 
is  given  to  the  periods  of  minimum  efficiency  in  accordance  with  the 
statements  above. 
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Two  new  water  6ltera  have  been  constructed  in  1894,  and  carel 
studies  made  of  those  started  during  the  latter  part  of  the  pre^ 
ing  year.     In  July  connections  were  made  with  the  Essex   Coi 
pany's  canal  by  meuns  of  a  twelve-inch  pipe,  the  old  pipe  havij 
become  inadequate.     This  canal  is  used  for  distribution  of  the  Mei 
mack  River  water  for  power  purposes,  and,  as  has  been  stated  In 
former  reports,  contains  substantially  the  same  water  as  is  found  in 
the  river  above  the  city  where  is  situated  the  intake  of  the  Lawrence 
city  filter.     The  scale  upon  which  the  experiments  have  been  coi 
ducted  can  he  best  shown  by  the  statement  that  on  the  average  moi 
than  60,000  gallons  of  Merrimiick  River  water  have  been  filt«i 
daily. 

Owing  to  complications  from  freezing  weather,  the  small 
filter   tanks   Nos.   18A-49   were   not  operated   during  the    wini 
months  of  1894,  and  upon  starting  these  filters  in  the  spring 
was  found  that  in  some  respects  they  resembled  new  filters.     Cil 
(filtered)  water  was  applied  to  several  of  the  filters  for  some 
following  the  resumption  of  operation  in  the  spring.     In  the  m 
chapter  there  are  presented  and  discussed  some  interesting  and 
structivQ  observations  upon  the  changes  in  the  composition  of  6It4>ra 
during  a  period  of  several  months'  rest,  after  draining,  and   also 
upon  the  filtration  of  the  city  water  after  it  had  already  pa-sed 
through  the  city  filter. 

The  table  on  the  next  page  contains  a  summary  of  baotei 
results,  hut  the  averages  include  only  those  results  obtained  froi 
the  filtration  of  the  Merrimack  River  water.  They  include  all  river 
water  results  after  the  filters  hud  been  operated  ten  days  from  the 
time  when  operations  were  resumed  in  the  spring.  Following  tbit' 
table  is  a  brief  discussion. 

B.  prodi^iosus  was  applied  to  many  of  the  filters  for  a  conaidei 
able  portion  of  the  time,  on  account  of  the  special  value  attached 
the  results  of  the  application  of  this  germ.     The  reasons  why   tl 
results  from  the  applications  of  this  germ  to  water  filters  are 
important  have  been  explained  in  previous  reports  of  the  Board, 
have  been  the  meth()d3  by  which  the  experiment  is  conducted.     An 
outline  of  the  plans  followed  in  this  work  will  be  found  lieyond* 
These  results  are  used  farther  on  in  the  discussion  of  the  sevei 
factors  which  influence  the  hygienic  efficiency  of  water  filtration. 
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UpoD  comjiarison,  in  general  terms,  of  the  results  given  in  til 
foregoing  table  with  correspotiding  ones  obtained  in  former  yean 
we  find  thut  with  such  sanda  as  have  been  used  for  filtration  of  wat« 
supplies,  with  rates  of  filtration  much  in  excess  of  those  in  forma 
experiments  and  reaching  from  3,0(10,000  to  7,000,000  gallons  poi 
acre  daily,  an  average  removal  of  more  than  98  per  cent,  of  tbi 
number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  river  water.  With  coarser  Banda 
furthermore,  filtering  from  5,000,000  to  9,000,000  gallons  per  acn 
daily,  we  find  an  average  removal  of  more  than  97  per  cent,  of  tin 
number  of  applied  bacteria. 

Attention  Is  especially  called  to  the  expressions,  "  average  ] 
centage  which  number  of  bacteria  in  effluent  was  of  number  applied^ 
and  "  average  bacterial  efficiency."  The  reason  for  these  expressions 
is,  that  there  is  conclusive  evidence  to  show  that,  of  the  number  of 
bacteria  found  in  effluents,  a  considerable  portion  always,  and  proba- 
bly not  infrequently  all  of  them,  have  their  origin  within  the  filter  a 
under-drains  and  do  not  pass  through  the  filter  from  top  to  bottom^ 
It  may  also  be  stated  that  there  are  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  t 
the  class  of  bacteria  which  have  their  immediate  origin  within  tfa 
filter  or  under-drains  and  not  in  the  applied  water,  the  bacterial 
generally  recognized  as  the  specific  germ  of  typhoid  fever  (B.  typhi 
abdominaJis  of  Eherth)  and  also  B.  prodigioitua,  do  not  belong. 
Accordingly,  the  results  of  the  determinations  of  the  number  of 
bacteria  in  the  applied  water  and  in  the  effluent  of  a  filter  do  not 
give  the  percentage  of  applied  bacteria  removed,  but  rather  the  per- 
centage which  the  number  that  failed  to  appear  in  the  effluent  wu 
of  the  number  of  applied  bacteria. 

The  latter  and  more  accurate  expression  is  used  throughout  this 
report;  and,  technically  speaking,  it  la  known  as  the  "bacterial 
efficiency"  of  a  filter.  In  the  light  of  this  explanation  it  readily 
follows  that  the  true  removal  of  bacteria  by  filtration,  and  especially 
the  hygienic  efficiency,  or  removal  of  disease-producing  germs, 
considerably  greater  than  is  indicated  by  the  ordinary  bacterial 
efficiency. 

With  the  older  filters  of  tine  material,  and  operated  at  rates  not 
over  3.000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  the  bacterial  efficiency  baa 
been  fully  as  satisfactory  as  in  former  years. 

With  regard  to  the  limits  in  rates  of  filtration  and  in  coarseness 
of  material,  it  may  be  stated  that  Filter  No.  50,  with  sand  of  an 
eScctive  size  of  0.48  millimeter,  and  operated  at  a  5,000,000  gaU 
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loa  rate,  has  been  found  to  be  more  seositive  to  sudden  but  to  a 
certain  extent  necessary  changes  in  the  conditions  of  operation  than 
the  older  Filter  No.  18  A,  of  similar  sand,  but  which  has  been  in 
operation  for  about  five  years.  Filters  Nos.  3  B,  8  A,  43  and  45, 
each  5  feet  in  depth,  have  been  operated  at  a  5,000,000  gallon  rate, 
and  have  given  rei^ults  which  on  the  whole  have  been  satisfactory. 
Rates  above  this  quantity  have  been  found  to  be  less  likely  to  give 
uniformly  satisfactory  bacterial  efficiency. 


Investigations  upon  Changes  in  Composition  of  Water  Filters, 

AFTER  ReSTIXO,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  RESULTS  OF  DODBLE  FIL- 
TRATION OF  Merrimack  River  Water. 
On  Dec.  8,  1893,  the  operation  of  the  small  in-door  water  filters, 
after  draining,  was  discontinued,  owing  to  complications  from  freezing 
weather.     These  difficulties  come  from  two  sources,  as  was  explained 
in  earlier  reports,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Formation  of  channels  at  the  sides  of  the  galvanized-iron 
tanks  during  very  cold  weather,  when  the  wet  sand  freezes  and 
expands,  while  the  galvanized  iron  contracts.  Upon  subsequent 
thawing  the  sand  contracts  and  the  iron  expands,  whereby  channels 
are  formed.  This  occurred  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  former 
winters  in  the  case  of  all  the  small  in-door  61ters  during  periods  of 
very  cold  weather.  With  large  filters  in  actual  practice,  or  in  the 
large  experimental  filters  situated  outside  the  station  (Nos.  3  B,  7  A 
and  8  A),  these  conditions  are  not  known  to  obtain. 

2.  Formation  of  channels  in  the  upper  layers  of  filtering  mate- 
rial, due  to  escaping  air  which  is  lil>erated  by  the  applied  water 
(saturated  at  32°  F.),  as  it  increases  in  temperature  upon  passage 
through  filters  placed  in  the  warm  building. 

The  several  small  filters,  Nos.  18  A  to  49,  inclusive,  remained  out 
of  service  until  May,  and  in  some  cases  until  July,  1894,  owing  to 
delay  in  securing  an  adequate  quantity  of  Merrimack  River  water 
from  the  canal  by  means  of  a  new  and  larger  pipe.  When  these 
filters  were  again  put  in  operation  it  was  found,  as  already  noted, 
that  some  very  interesting  and  instructive  changes  had  occuiTed  in 
their  action  and  in  their  composition.  These  changes,  furthermore, 
relate  to  the  chemical,  biological  and  engineering  phases  of  the 
process  of  filtration. 


STATE   BOARD  OF   HEALTH. 


[Pub.  Doc 


Chemical  Changes  in  the  Composition  of  Filters. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  fur  1893,  page  484,  a  table  wav 
given  showing  the  amount  of  organic  matter,  calculated  from  tht 
albuminoid  ammonin,  contained  on  Dec.  8,  1893,  in  the  varions 
filters,  and  baaed  on  the  results  of  analyses  of  numerous  samples  of 
sand  collected  from  the  filters  at  different  depths.  It  was  learned' 
in  the  spring  of  18!i4  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this  orgaoio 
matter  had  been  nitrified  during  the  period  of  rest  of  five  months  or 
more,  as  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  first  portions  of  effluent 
leaving  the  filters  coutained  nitrogen,  in  the  form  of  nitrates,  in 
comparatively  large  quantities.  The  amount  of  nitrogen  in  this 
form  varied  considerably  in  the  effluents  of  the  various  filters.  Oo 
an  average,  however,  it  was  equivalent  to  about  30  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  indicated  by  the  analyses  to  he  present  in  the  sand  in  the 
form  of  organic  matter,  at  the  time  when  the  operation  of  the  filters 
was  discontinued.  The  range  of  variation  in  the  case  of  the  several 
filters  was  from  14  per  cent,  in  Filter  No.  18  A  to  60  per  cent,  ta 
Filter  No.  43.  The  full  reasons  for  this  variation  are  not  clear,  but 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  Filter  No,  18  A  was  put  in  operation  in  1889, 
while  Filter  No.  43  was  constructed  in  1893.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  a  portion  at  least  of  the  organic  matter  accumulated  during  five 
years  of  service  in  Filter  No.  18  A  was  of  a  nature  less  readily 
attacked  by  the  bacteria  of  oxidation  and  nitrification,  under  the  coa- 
ditions  which  obtained  during  the  period  under  consideration,  than 
was  the  case  in  the  latter  and  much  newer  filter,  which  contained  leas 
than  half  as  much  organic  matter.  Other  factors  doubtless  exerted 
an  influence,  and  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  the  temperature  varied  ■ 
in  different  portions  of  the  building  where  the  filters  were  situated. 

With  regard  to  conditions  other  than  the  amount  of  stored  ot^oto  ■ 
matter,  and  of  which  we  have  more  accurate  knowledge,  such  as 
size  of  sand  grains,  depth  of  sand,  method  uf  operation,  etc.,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  marked  tangible  relation  to  the  amount  of  orgaDio 
matter  converted  into  nitrates  during  the  |)eriod  of  rest.  In  a  pair 
of  filters  of  similar  construction,  but  of  which  one  bad  been  ojwratedr 
continuously  and  the  other  intermittently,  there  was  a  noticeable  i 
discrepancy  in  the  percentage  of  removal.  The  intermittent  filter 
showed  much  less  removal  than  its  continuous  mate.  In  another 
pair  this  difference  was  far  less  marked,  while  in  a  third  pair,  which 
bad  been  longest  in  sen'lce,  the  removal  of  organic  matter  was  prac- 
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tically  identical.  Owing  to  the  varying  removal  by  continuous  as 
well  as  intermittent  filters  standing  side  by  side,  it  cannot  be  con- 
cluded that  the  method  of  operation  was  a  prominent  explanatory 
factor.  The  results  from  the  several  pairs  of  filters  (5  feet  deep) , 
however,  are  given  as  a  matter  of  record,  as  follows :  — 


COKTIKCOCS  FiLTBBS. 

iMTiKMiTTicirr  Filters. 

Namber 

of 
FUter. 

Date 

ot 

Constmetlon. 

Average 
Amount  of 

Stored 

Nttmgen 

D«c8,18e8.* 

ParU 

per  100,000 

by  Weight  of 

Dry  Sand 

Per- 
oentagw 

of 
Nitrogen 
Removed. 

Knmbtr 

of 
FUter. 

Date 

of 

Conatruetlon. 

Average 
Amoant  of 

Stored 

Nitrogen 

Dec.  8, 1888.* 

Parte 

per  100,000 

by  Weight  of 

Dry  Sand. 

Per- 
centage 

of 
Nitrogen 
Removed. 

83A, 
43,    . 

v4| 

April  28, 1802, 
May   20,1803, 
May   20,1808, 

1.24 
1.12 
1.47 

27 
00 
64 

41 
45 

47 

• 

May  0,1802. 
JalylO,  1808, 
Bept.  0, 1808, 

1.38 
1.26 
1.20 

28 
40 
24 

*  The  organic  nitrogen  waa  ealenlated  a*  \^  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia  doubled. 

In  this  connection  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  nitrogen  during  the  process  of  nitrification.  The 
amount  of  loss  is  not  accurately  known,  and  doubtless  varied  with 
the  different  conditions.  Judging  from  our  experience  with  the 
filtration  of  sewage,  the  amount  of  nitrogen  which  escaped,  probably 
to  a  large  extent  as  nitrogen  gas,  would,  perhaps,  increase  the  above 
percentages  of  removal  of  organic  nitrogen  about  one-third. 


Physical  Changes  in  (he  Composition  of  Filters. 

It  was  noticed  when  the  filters  were  put  in  operation  in  the  spring 
that  the  frictional  resistance  to  the  passage  of  water  was  less  than  it 
had  been  before  the  period  of  rest.  This  was  most  noticeable,  of 
course,  in  the  upper  portions  of  the  filters,  where  the  accumulation 
of  organic  matter  was  greatest.  The  reason  of  it  appears  to  be  due 
in  part  to  the  removal  by  nitrification  of  some  of  the  organic  matter 
(including  bacteria  in  the  zoogloea  stage)  which  forms  the  gelatinous 
film  around  the  sand  grains,  and  in  part  to  the  thorough  drying  of 
the  surface  layers.  Each  of  these  changes  breaks  up  to  a  certain 
extent  the  adhesion  between  the  different  sand  grains,  thereby  offer- 
ing a  more  ready  passage  for  the  water  through  the  interstices. 

This  observation  is  important  from  an  engineering  point  of  view, 
as  it  bears  upon  the  consideration  of  frictional  resistance  of  filters  to 
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the  paasage  of  water,  as  is  discussed  in  a  paper  beyond,  by  ] 
Chirk.     These  physical  changes  are  also  intimately  associated  wid 
biological  changes,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  pages. 

Biological  Changes  in  the  Composition  of  Filters. 

From  a  biological  point  of  view  the  sand  grains  of  a  filter  wbich  w' 
in  efficient  service  not  only  furnish  a  resting-place  for  the  ordinary' 
bacteria  which  are  mechanically  detained,  hut  they  are  also  aar- 
rounded  with  films  of  gelatinous  material  apparently  composed  in 
part  of  bacteria  in  the  zoOgloea  form,  and  incapable  of  detection  by 
the  regular  methods  of  bacterial  cultivations.  The  ohanges  effected 
in  the  organic  matter,  and  probably  in  the  zoiigloea,  of  these  tilms  by 
nitrification  and  drying  have  already  been  mentioned.  At  this  point 
it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  the  bacteria  which  are  in  a  more  activi 
state,  and  capable  of  ready  cultivation. 

The  determination  of  the  number  of  bacteria  found  in  the  sand  c 
the  filters  in  the  spring  of  1894  showed  that  more  were  present  in 
majority  of  cases  at  that  time  than  at  the  date  of  discontinuance  o 
operation  of  the  filters.  This  is  well  shown  by  the  following  com 
l>arative  results  obtained  from  Filter  No.  33 A:  — 
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The  significance  to  be  attached  to  the  higher  numbers  of  bsctei 
found  in  the  sand  at  the  close  of  the  period  of  rest  is  not  so  great  ; 
would  appear  at  first  sight ;  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  the  bacteri 
growth  which  may  have  occurred  was  very  slight.  The  reason  of 
this  probably  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  bacteria  are  much  more  readit; 
detached  from  the  dry  sand  grains  than  is  the  case  when  the  gniia 
are  wet  and  coated  with  a  sticky  gelatinous  film." 

Numerous  determinations  were  made  at  frequent  intervals  of 
numbers  of  bacteria  present  in  the  first  portion  of  etiluent  of  the 
several  filters  after  operations  were  resumed.  These  results  showed 
on  an  average  that,  during  the  first  eight  hours'  flow  of  effluent,  2S 

•  Compare  ISM  report,  ptg*  488. 
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per  cent,  of  the  number  of  bacteria  found  in  the  filters  on  Dec.  8, 
1893,  were  washed  from  the  sand.  The  variation  in  the  results 
from  the  several  filters  was  very  marked,  ranging  from  6  per  cent, 
in  Filter  No.  48  (5  feet  deep)  to  80  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  Filter 
No.  40  (1  foot  deep).  The  actual  numbers  of  bacteria  coming  from 
the  sand  an  I  present  in  the  effluents  of  these  two  filters  during  the 
first  eight  hours'  flow  averaged  7,700  and  132,000  per  cubic  centi- 
meter, respectively.  In  parenthesis  it  may  be  added  that  the  nitro- 
gen present  in  the  effluents  as  nitrates  was  determined  at  the  same 
time,  and  it  was  found  that  the  amount  of  nitrogen  in  this  form 
reached  more  than  2.5  parts  per  100,000  in  some  instances. 

From  the  discrepancies  in  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  first  por- 
tions of  effluents  of  filters  standing  side  by  side  it  would  appear  that 
the  apparent  increase  in  the  bacteria  found  in  the  sand,  as  illustrated 
by  the  last  table,  should  be  associated  not  so  much  with  the  idea  of 
growth  as  with  differences  in  mechanical  and  physical  conditions  of 
the  filters.  But  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  with  some  species 
of  bacteria  there  may  have  been  a  marked  growth,  while  in  the  case 
of  other  species  there  may  have  been  a  dying  out.  The  facts  which 
have  been  presented,  however,  are  conclusive  proof  that  there  are 
present  in  water  filters  certain  species  of  bacteria  which  possess  the 
power  of  continuance  of  life  in  the  filter  after  draining,  and  in  the 
presence  of  nitrification,  for  a  period  of  over  seven  months  (Decem- 
ber 8  to  July  20). 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  species  of  bacteria  which 
were  washed  from  the  sand  of  the  various  filters.  Sufficient  time 
was  lacking  in  which  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  subject,  but 
it  is  instructive  to  note  that  the  predominating  kinds  of  bacteria  were 
those  customarily  met  in  the  effluents  of  filters  in  regular  operation. 

Results  of  the  Aj)plication  of  River  Water  to  These  Filters. 

It  has  been  already  intimated  that  these  filters  resembled  new  ones 
in  some  respects  when  they  were  first  put  in  operation,  after  the  long 
period  of  rest.  A  poition  of  the  filters  were  so  situated  that  city 
(filtered)  water  could  be  applied  to  them.  The  result  from  this 
application  will  be  described  shortly.  The  remainder  of  the  filters 
(seven)  continued  out  of  service  until  the  latter  part  of  July^  when 
the  new  pipe  from  the  canal  was  completed,  and  from  that  time 
until  December  1  they  regularly  received  the  application  of  river 
water  taken  from  the  canal. 
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From  the  results  of  these  analyses  it  appears  thut  in  the  cnse  of 
Filter  No.  18  A  a  period  of  three  days,  following  the  resumption  of 
operation,  was  too  short  to  enable  the  bacterial  and  other  processes 
to  become  sufficiently  established,  whereby  tbe  filter  could  yield  an 
effluent  of  normal  chemical  purity.  A  period  of  six  days,  however, 
in  the  case  of  the  remaining  filters  which  had  been  rested,  sufficed 
for  the  production  of  effluents  of  normal  chemical  quality,  except 
that  in  two  of  tbe  six  effluents  nitrogen  as  nitrites  was  present.  la 
corresponding  periods  with  newly  constructed  filters,  furthermore, 
there  was  exhibited  far  less  progress  in  the  establishment  of  nitrifi- 
cation. 

While  normal  chemical  purification  of  the  river  water  was  quickly 
obtained,  practically  speaking,  itt  thia  season  of  the  year  and  when 
the  temperature  was  high,  different  results  would  have  been  obtained 
at  other  times  of  the  year,  particularly  with  a  much  lower  temperature. 

A  little  longer  period  was  required  before  the  filters  yielded  an 
effluent  of  satisfactory  quality  from  a  bacterial  point  of  view.  This 
period  ranged  from  six  to  ten  days,  varying  with  the  individual  con- 
ditions. In  a  majority  of  instances,  however,  the  length  was  nine 
or  ten  days,  Thia  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  in  which  are  pre- 
sented the  average  daily  numlier  of  bacteria  in  each  of  tbe  several 
effluents  during  the  first  ten  days  after  the  resumption  of  operotion 
of  the  filters;  together  with  these  results  the  corresponding  onea 
obtained  from  the  new  Filters  Noa.  7  A  and  50  are  given  for  the 
sake  of  comparison. 

Average  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Cenlimeler. 
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During  this  period  the  bacteria  in  the  applied  river  water  ranged 
from  1,300  to  8,900,  and  averaged  3,800,  per  cubic  centimeter. 
Additionnl  informatioii  will  be  found  beyond,  ia  the  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  work  of  the  filters. 

Combining  the  chemical  and  bacterial  evidence,  we  find  that  it 
was  substantially  ten  days  after  the  filters  were  put  in  openitioD, 
when  the  effluents  first  iippeared  to  be  of  satisfactory,  normal  quality. 
This  period  would  doubtless  be  much  different  under  other  coodt- 
tioDs,  but  from  the  data  at  hand  it  appears  that  it  was  considombly 
shorter  tbao  in  new  filters  of  similar  construction  and  methods  of 
operation. 

liesuKs  of  (he  Applkation  of  City  (Filfered)  Wafer  to  These  JP'iliert. 
{Doubh  Filtration.) 

To  the  remainder  of  theee  small  in-door  filters,  Nos.  38,  42,  46, 
48  and  49,  city  (filtered)  water  was  applied  from  May  until  ths 
first  of  September.  This  treatment  was  practically  a  secoDd  SItn* 
tion  of  the  Merrimack  River  water,  and  some  very  instructivt 
results  were  obtained  from  it. 

Chemical  liesults.  —  The  chemical  composition  of  the  city  water 
improved  somewhat  during  the  four  months,  May  to  August,  in- 
clusive, as  will  be  noted  in  the  tables  of  analyses  beyond  in  Lbe 
section  on  "Lawrence  City  Filter."  On  an  average,  however,  lbe 
composition  for  this  period  of  the  city  (filtered)  water,  which  was 
applied  to  these  filters,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Average  HesuUs  of  Chtmical  Ana!yseM  of  Lawrtnce  Citi/  (FilUrtii)  Water, 
Mai/-Augttst,  1894. 
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After  four  days'  operation  the  effluents  of  Filters  Nos.  38,  42,  48 
and  49  showed  a  well-dclincd  improvement  in  their  chemical  qoali- 
ties.  With  Filter  No.  46,  for  reasons  which  are  now  not  fully  un- 
derstood, the  chemical  quality  of  the  effluent  showed  no  improvement 
after  four  days  of  openrtion  of  the  filter.  After  eleven  and  seven- 
teen days  of  operation  the  chemical  anulyaes  showed  a  diminulioo  in 
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the  amount  of  organic  matter  and  in  the  color  of  the  water  after 
filtration,  but  the  nitrogen  as  nitrates  was  also  lower  in  the  effluent 
than  in  the  applied  water.  It  was  not  until  the  filter  had  been 
in  operation  thirty  days  that  the  efiluent  showed  the  efiect  of  well- 
established  nitrification. 

The  degree  of  fchemical  purification  of  the  city  water  obtained  by  the 
second  filtration  varied  considerably  in  the  case  of  the  several  filters, 
and  also  during  different  portions  of  the  period  of  operation  in  the 
case  of  each  individual  filter.  We  have  already  referred  to  the  puri- 
fication by  the  different  filters  at  the  beginning  of  this  period,  and 
will  next  consider  the  average  results  for  the  entire  period,  which  are 
given  in  the  next  table.  Time  occupied  in  passage  through  the  filter, 
whereby  the  several  processes  may  effect  the  purification,  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  study  of  this  problem,  and  for  this  reason  the 
depths  of  material  and  rates  of  filtration  are  recorded  :  — 


Average  Percentages  *  of  Removal  by  Filtration  of  Chemical  ComtiUuents  of 

Lawrence  City  Water  (Second  Filtration). 
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*  Organic  matter  Introdaoed  with  the  applied  B.  prodigiotut  la  taken  into  conaidemtlon. 
t  No  48  was  operated  intermittently  daring  the  first  part  of  the  period;  with  this  exception  the 
operation  of  the  filters  was  contlnuoos. 
X  Increase. 

These  results  show  clearly  that  for  the  entire  period  Filters  Nos. 
38  and  42  were  more  efficient  than  Filters  Nos.  46^  48  and  49,  con- 
ditions being  equal,  in  the  removal  of  color  and  that  organic  matter 
represented  by  the  oxygen  consumed.  The  reason  of  this  is  probably 
the  difi'erence  in  chemical  composition  of  the  filtering  materials.  In 
the  discussion  presented  in  the  1893  report,  page  483,  upon  the  re- 
moval of  color  by  filtration,  it  was  noted  that  there  was  a  greater 
removal  by  those  filters  constructed  in  1892  than  by  those  constructed 
during  the  following  year.     To  the  former  set  belong  Filters  Nos. 
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H          38  and  42,  the  sand  of  wbich  was  taken  from  banks  on   tb«  aoolL 

H           side  of  the  Menimack  River;  while  id  the  latter  set  are  Filters  Nta. 

f           4i>,  iS  and  4fl,  as  well  as  tlie  Lawrence  city  filter,  the  sand  of  w)aA 

cume  from  Gule'a  Hill  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.      The  rewlll 

of  mincriil  analyses  of  the  two  lots  of  sand  were  gtveo  with  oth« 

data  iu  the  discussion  referred  to  above. 

It  was  also  noted    in   the   alxive-inentioned   discussion    that  Un 
power  of  removal  of  color  by  these  two  kinds  of  sand  changed  H 
the  filers  remained  in  service,  and  the  removal  by  the  two  seuof 
filters  gradually   became  more  nearly  alike.     Without    going  loo 
deeply  into  details,  as  the  conditions  of  construction  and  operaligii 
of  the  tilters  and  results  of  analyses  are  described  and   presented 
beyond,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  results  of  analyses   obtuiDed  in 
August,  the  last  month  in  which  city  (filtered)  water  was  rejjulaTlj 
applied  to  this  set  of  filters,  agreed  by  no  means  with  the  averagM 
for  the  entire  period.     This  is  brought  out  by  the  following  table, 
in  which  the  August  results  are  presented  in  a  manner  correspond- 
ing to  that  adopted  for  the  results  of  the  entire  period,  as   given  'm 
the  preceding  table. 

Percerttages*  of  Rernooal  by  FiUralion  of  Chemkil  ComtiluenU  of  Lmcrence  OHj 
Waler,  Aaguat,  1804  {Second  FiltnUion). 

Kenan  o»  FitTULt      MrlltrW. 

1 

AkHOII.. 

j 

«■"«•"*«  II  fl 
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u,    .      .      .      . 

« 

«9 

34 
M 

1,000,000 

»,ooo,ooo 

8,000.000 
ft.0M,«M 

11 
11 

18TI 

iooi 

m 

St 

1 

10 

ai 

SI 

aj 
•1 
•J 

\ 

K                 From  these  results  it  is  seen  that  the  removal  of  color  aad  of 
H            oxygen  consumed  (cnrbonaceuus  matter)  was  substantially  the  same 
^            in  the  case  of  each  filter;  while  with  regard  to  the  ammonias  in  th« 
etfiuents  of  Filters  Nos.  42  and  4G  (of  same  depth)  the  amount  wa« 
proportionally  lower  in  the  case  of  the  latter  filter  than  wis  indi- 
cated by  the  results  given  in  the  first  table.     For  a  further  diacus- 
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aion  of  the  induoiico  of  the  chemical  compositioo  of  sanda  upon  their 
action  as  hltoring  materiaU,  reference  is  made  to  Mr.  Clark's  paper, 
beyond. 

Comparison  of  the  results  of  the  second  filtration  ^Tith  those  of 
the  first  are  of  intereat,  and  for  this  purpose  the  following  statement 
is  mude  of  the  average  results  obtained  from  the  direct  filtration  of 
the  river  water  by  these  filters  before  the  period  of  rest.  The 
i-emoval  of  color,  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  conaumed  from 
the  river  water  averaged  about  35,  50  and  20  per  cent.,  respectively. 

While  nitrification  and  chemical  purification  in  this  set  of  filters, 
to  which  city  (filtered)  water  was  applied,  became  established  in 
practically  the  same  time  as  in  the  case  of  the  remaining  filters,  to 
which  raw  river  water  was  applied,  it  was  found  that  the  behavior 
of  the  two  sets  of  filters,  with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  normal 
bacterial  efliciency,  was  quite  unlike. 

Bacterial  Ilesults. — During  the  period  May  to  August,  inclusive, 
the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  city  (filtered)  water,  which  was  applied 
to  this  set  of  filters,  ranged  from  35  to  180,  and  averaged  III  per 
cubic  centimeter.  In  the  case  of  those  filters  which  received  river 
water  it  will  be  remembered  from  the  table  on  page  585  that  in  ten 
days  or  less  the  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  efiluents  became  practi- 
cally normal  and  constant  (under  50  per  cubic  centimeter).  With 
the  filters  under  consideration  the  results  were  much  different.  In 
fact,  it  was  not  until  the  fourth  week  of  operation,  after  the  period 
of  rest,  that  the  number  of  bacteria  in  any  of  the  effluents  became  as 
low  as  that  in  the  applied  city  water.  Furthermore,  with  Filter 
No.  42  a  period  of  more  than  six  weeks  elapsed  before  the  above- 
mentioned  conditions  obtained. 

Another  striking  feature  in  the  results  obtained  from  this  group 
of  filters  is  the  exceeding  slowness  with  which  the  bacteria  in  the 
effluents  decreased  to  low  and  constant  numbers.  As  has  been 
already  noted,  the  bacteria  in  river-water  effluents  of  filters  operated 
under  similar  circumstances  became  practically  constant  in  ton  days  ; 
but  in  the  case  of  the  city  (filtered)  water  efiluents  the  bacteria 
decreased,  speaking  in  general  terms,  throughout  the  entire  period 
in  question.  This  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  in  which  are 
presented  the  weekly  averages  of  daily  quantitative  determinations 
of  the  bacteria  in  the  several  effluents  for  a  period  of  fifteen  weeks. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  filters  were  not  started  on  the  same  dates, ' 
each  week's  results  do  not  correspond  to  the  same  period  of  time  in 
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the  case  of  the  spveral  eiters.     This  is  a  matter  of  but  little  con* 
quence,  however,  Iiecauae  there  was  practically  no  inftuciice  exertM 
by  the  slight  differences  in  the  numbers  of  bacteria   present  io  iht 
applied  city  (filtered)  water. 

Weekly  Ai-erage  RciuUa  of  the  Daily  Determination  oj  the  Numftera  of  Badaii^ 
per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  EJtucnls  of  Those  FiiUra  lo  which  Latcrence  CSfjr 
{FOUrtd)  Waier  wa»  applied. 

'^'"JTollHZ""'"' 

Bpflu»t  ot  Pilteu  No*.— 
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IS 
IS 
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i, 
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u, 
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M. 

» 

•  Tb«  luttM  Dt  l)U  mur  «M  Knp«l  M  ndlm  aloMlDg  durlBi  Uu  WHk  <»»Md  bjr  Ikta  nwli. ' 

During  the  gradual  and  continued  decrease  in  the  number  of  bao- 
terin  in  the  effluents  it  will  be  noted  that  in  very  few  instances  did- 
they  become  less  than  10  per  cubic  centimeter;  and  in  no  caao  did 
an  effluent  contain  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  bacteria  iit 

Another  feature  of  interest  is  that  the  removal  of  the  clogged  suiw 
face  layers  by  scraping  exerted  apparently  no  influence  upon  tlia- 
bacterial  contents  of  the  effluents.     The  surfaces  were  not  clogged 

river  water,  but  largely  by  iron  rust  and  accumulation s  washed  frooB 
the  service  pipes.     This  was  remedied  in  part  by  the  replacement  in 
July  of  a  portion  of  the  old  pipe  with  a  new  one.     The  material  rn« 
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moved  by  flushing  from  the  old  pipes,  which  had  been  in  place  for 
many  years  before  the  city  water  was  parified  by  filtration,  contained 
many  living  bacteria,  which  doubtless  were  of  a  very  hardy  nature. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  chemical  composition  of  the  applied 
water,  with  its  lessened  amount  of  organic  matter  after  passage 
through  the  filters,  owing  to  nitrification,  and  the  presence  at  the 
upper  surface  of  the  sand  of  a  clogging  layer,  the  question  naturally 
arose,  Are  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  effluents,  higher  than  that 
of  the  applied  water  for  nearly  a  month  after  the  filters  were  put  in 
operation,  to  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  an  abnormally  low 
power  of  the  filters  to  remove  the  applied  bacteria,  or  are  these  re- 
sults chiefly  if  not  wholly  due  to  the  continuance  of  life  and  growth 
of  certain  bacteria  within  the  filters  and  their  under-drains  ? 

Owing  to  the  marked  similarity  between  the  species  of  bacteria  in 
the  effluents  and  in  the  applied  city  (filtered)  water,  it  was  decided, 
in  order  to  obtain  light  upon  the  above  question,  to  resort  to  the 
application  of  B,  prodigiosus^  according  to  the  methods  described 
in  earlier  reports.  From  July  6  to  August  18  pure  cultures  of  this 
germ  were  applied  with  the  following  results  to  Filters  Nos.  46,  48 
and  49  :  — 


Weekly  A  verage  Results  of  the  Daily  Delerniinaiion  of  the  Number  of  B.  Prodi- 
giosus  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  the  Applied  Water  and  in  the  Effluents  of  the 
Several  Filters,  July  S-Aug,  18, 1894, 


^flil? 

ErFLCSST  OF  FILTKM  N08.— 

Wkbk  Eaioiiio  — 

4«. 

48. 

49. 

July     7,* 

7,800 

21 

68 

41 

14 

18,200 
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61 
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21 

16,200 
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44 

40 

28 

14,800 
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23 

34 

Aug.    4 

16,000 

17 

20 

23 

11, 

11,100 

8 

11 

22 

18, 

0,600 

8 

8 

14 

*  Two  days  only. 

By  these  results  it  is  seen  that  the  percentage  removal  of  the 
number  of  applied  B.  prodigiosus^  a  germ  apparently  incapable  of 
growth  within  these  filters  and  their  under-drains,  was  much  greater 
than  in  the  case  of  the  applied  water  bacteria.  Nevertheless,  the  most 
important  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  above-described  experiment 
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is  that  the  filters  did  not  give  at  sny  time  a  normal  efficiency  in  the 
removiil  of  this  germ,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  numbera  m 
the  etliuents  were  about  tea  times  higher  than  were  ordinarily  ob- 
tained from  these  filters  and  others  of  similar  const  ruction  and 
operation  io  the  filtration  of  river  water  during  former  years. 

The  information  obtniocd  from  the  application  of  river  water  and 
city  (filtered)  water  to  this  set  of  filters,  which  remained  out  of 
service  during  the  winter  and  early  spring,  points,  with  other  cti- 
dence,  to  the  following  conclusion  :  An  im|iortant  feature  of  sand 
filters,  which  show  normal  efficiency  in  the  removal  of  bacteria, 
consists  of  a  gelatinous  film  around  the  grains,  to  a  considemhie 
depth  from  the  smfuce,  whereby  the  bacteria  are  mechanically  de- 
tained there  under  such  conditions  that  their  lives  come  to  an  end. 

Helative   Degree!^  of  Baoterial  Purification  op  'Watee  bt 
Sand  Filtration  dnder  Different  Conditions, 
The  present  report  is  the  fifth  in  which  an  account  of  the  Lawreoea 
investigations  upon  this  subject  is  given,  and  the  third  one  that  con- 
tains  a  discussion  in  considerable  detail. 


General  Features  of  the  Investigations. 
At  the  outset  of  this  discussion  it  is  desired  to  call  attention  to 
some  of  the  general  feiitures  and  conditions  of  the  investigations 
under  consideration.     The  most  important  of  these  are  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Bacterial  Melhoils.  —  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  for 
1891,  page  620,  it  was  stated  that  unusual  care  was  taken  to  males 
the  bacterial  determinations  under  conditions  as  nearly  parallel  as 
possible,  in  order  that  the  results  might  be  strictly  comparable. 
Composition  and  reaction  (optimum)  of  culture  media  and  tempera- 
ture and  period  of  bacterial  development  have  been  controlled  aa 
carefully  as  possible.  At  this  time  the  subject  of  methods  will  be 
dismissed,  with  the  remark  that  it  has  been  the  custom  in  this 
laboratory  to  allow  the  bacteria  present  in  the  waters  to  develop  io 
cultures  for  a  period  of  four  days  at  20°  C.  In  many  laboratoriee  the 
period  is  a  aomewbat  variable  one,  and  averages  perhaps  about 
forty-eight  hours.  On  account  of  different  but  improved  niethoda, 
the  numbers  of  bacteria  found  in  the  Lawrence  cfliuents  have  been 
considerably  higher  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 

2.  Bacterial  Beaults  of  Filtration. —There  are  several  expre»- 
eions  which  are  used  in  speaking  of  the  bacterial  results  of  filtratioa. 
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Accurately  speaking,  their  true  significance  is  quite  unlike,  and 
considerable  confusion  has  arisen  from  failure  to  clearly  iinderstftnd 
the  differences.  For  the  sake  of  greater  accuracy  and  clearness  it  is 
proposed  to  give  to  these  technical  expressions  a  definite  significance, 
showing  the  light  in  which  they  are  now  regarded  at  the  station. 
The  principal  expressions  in  question  are  as  follows  :  — 

A.  Bacterial  efficiency. 

B.  Bacterial  purification. 

C.  Hygienic  efficiency. 

Baclerial  efficieiicy  is  regarded  as  the  percentage  which  the  num- 
ber that  failed  to  appear  in  the  effluent  is  of  the  nuoiber  of  bacteria 
in  the  applied  water.  (Compare  page  578.)  It  la  this  expression 
which  truly  applies  to  the  results  of  the  ordinary  determinations  of 
the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  water  and  in  the  effluent 
of  a  tilter.  The  number  of  bacteria  found  in  an  eflluent  includcft,  as 
was  noted  on  p.  578,  those  which  had  their  origin  in  the  lower  por- 
tions of  the  filler  and  its  uuder-drains,  as  well  as  those  which  may 
have  passed  directly  through  the  filter  from  top  to  bottom.  And 
there  exist  no  well-detined  methods  by  which  these  two  classes  of 
bacteria  may  be  readily  separated,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
Nevertheless,  repeated  determinations  of  the  bacterial  efficiency  of  a 
filter  by  a  well-trained  bacteriologist  are  perhaps  the  best  index  of 
the  real  work  done  by  a  filter. 

Bacterial  pvrification  is  regarded  as  the  percentage  removal  by 
filtration  of  the  applied  bacteria.  This  expression  bears  no  relation 
to  those  bacteria  in  effluents  which  have  their  origin  within  the  filler 
or  under-drains,  and  does  not  distinguish  between  the  difl'erent  kinds 
of  bacteria  which  pass  directly  through  the  filter.  As  follows  from 
the  explanations  above,  there  is  no  ready  means  of  learning  the  true 
bacterial  purification  of  filtration,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the 
artificial  application  of  cultures  of  B.  jirodigiosus  has  been  resorted 
to  so  regularly  in  studying  the  laws  of  filtration.  It  will  bo  re- 
membered from  earlier  reports  that  this  particular  species  of  bacteria 
has  been  found  to  be  unable  to  grow  within  the  Lawrence  lilters. 

Bacterial  purification  signifies  a  greater  percentage,  of  course, 
than  does  bjicterial  efficiency.  Thus,  in  1S93,  when  B.  prodigiosua 
was  regularly  applied  to  a  set  of  filters  which  varied  widely  in  their 
concitruction  and  opemtion,  it  was  found  that  on  an  average  the 
bacterial  purification  (^B.  prodigiosua  results)  was  99.81,  while  the 
I  bacterial  efficiency  was  only  98.4(j.     Many  of  these  results  were 
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obuineil  amler  very  severe  conditions,  and  it  may  be  added  ihtt 
Donnal  bacterial  purification  by  filtration  ranges,  accordiDg  to  our 
present  results,  from  99.90  to  100. 

Bacterial  purification  was  the  heading  of  corresponding  scctioM 
in  the  two  prceeding  reports,  where  the  B.pvodi<}iom«  results  served 
as  a  basis  of  discussion.  Tlie  some  heading  is  retained  for  th« 
iireseiit  section,  largely  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  althougb  most 
of  the  data  for  the  past  year  aro  upon  bacterial  efficiency,  which 
culls  for  a  change  in  the  sub-headings.  The  consideration  of  ihe 
S.  proili'jiosM  results  as  indicative  of  average  baetorial  purifit:atioo 
assumes,  of  course,  that  the  li.  prodigiosus  has  substantially  the 
ssiue  life  history  in  water  as  the  average  germ  which  is  found  in  the 
applied  water,  and  which  is  incapable  of  growth  within  the  filu-rs. 

ffugienk  effi^ciency  is  regarded  as  the  percentage  removal  by  tiltnt- 
tion  of  the  applied  bacteria  that  aro  capable  of  producing  disease. 
Xhe  data  at  hand  indicate  that  hygienic  efficiency  is  at  least  na  great 
as  bacterial  purification  ;  and  there  are  strong  grounds  for  the  belief 
that  the  removal  of  disease  germs,  under  conditions  which  should 
obtain  in  actual  practice,  is  greater  than  the  removal  of  all  bucteria 
fur  which  water  is  the  natural  habitat,  but  whiuh  fail  to  grow  nithia 
the  filters. 

The  question  of  hygienic  efficiency  of  filtration  in  a  great  majori^, 
of  cases  is  the  vital  one  to  be  considered.  The  subject  cannot  be 
definitely  settled,  however,  until  we  have  more  accurate  knowledge 
of  ordinary  water  bacteria,  and  especially  more  detailed  and  exact 
information  with  regard  to  their  life  histories  under  ditfcretit  natuml 
conditions.  From  the  outset  of  the  Lawrence  investigations  these 
problems  have  been  a  prominent  feature  of  the  biological  work,  and  , 
niiich  light  has  been  obtained  upon  them. 

3.  Size  of  Filters.  —  It  is  worth  noting  that  at  the  present  time 
we  have  results  from  the  opemtion  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  not 
only  of  filters  20  inches  in  diameter  but  of  those  of  17  feet  diameter, 
as  well  as  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter,  2.5  acres  in  area.  There  is 
no  evidence  pointing  to  abnormal  results  from  the  small  filters,  ex- 
cept in  those  instances  of  which  special  mention  has  been  made,  and 
then  the  abnormal  results  have  not  been  included  in  the  averages 
arranged  for  discussion. 

4.  Length  of  Service  of  Filters  andDuration  of  Experiments. — 
As  the  accumulation  of  facts  bearing  upon  the  beat  methods  of  puri- 
licjttion  of  water  continues  year  by  year,  it  has  been  found  that  each 
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year's  results  are  by  no  means  a  simple  confirmation  of  earlier  ones. 
With  increasing  age  in  filters  come  changes  in  their  conditions,  from 
which  arise  difierent  degrees  of  bacterial  purification,  and  which  call 
for  different  management  in  their  operation.  Bearing  this  in  mind, 
and  also  the  fact  that  in  actual  practice  plants  for  the  purification  of 
water  are  ordinarily  constructed  for  permanent  use,  it  is  obvious 
that  from  a  practical  point  of  view  the  conclusions  drawn  from  the 
results  of  a  few  weeks'  or  a  few  months'  experimentation  with  new 
water  filters  are  only  of  limited  value  and  importance. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  point  out  to  the  reader  that  of 
the  sixteen  filters  which  have  been  studied  during  the  past  year,  one 
was  constructed  in  1889,  four  in  1892,  nine  in  1893  and  two  in  1894. 
Careful  records  have  been  kept,  showing  the  history  of  each  filter  in 
its  several  phases.  Practical  results  of  much  value  have  resulted 
from  the  continuance  of  the  investigations  upon  the  same  filter,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  discussion  of  the  effect  of  age  of  filters 
upon  their  bacterial  efficiency. 

The  Effect  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency  of  Period  of  Service 

(Age)  of  Filters. 

In  earlier  reports  it  was  noted  that  the  effluents  of  water  filters  in 
some  instances  did  not  give  normal  bacterial  results  during  the  first 
days  of  operation.  No  definite  period  was  fixed  upon  as  necessary 
before  normal  results  could  be  obtained,  although  in  the  report  for 
1893  it  was  stated  that  the  bacteria  in  the  effluents  of  new  filters 
were  so  high  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  operation  that  the  results 
were  not  included  in  the  averages. 

A  brief  summary  is  instructive  of  the  bacterial  results  obtained 
from  the  early  operation  of  those  filters  which  have  been  started 
since  1891,  when  river  water,  drawn  from  the  canal,  was  introduced 
into  the  station. 

The  filters  which  were  constructed  in  1891  and  1892  contained 
fine  or  medium  fine  sand,  with  loam  layers  in  several  cases,  and 
were  operated  in  the  beginning  at  rates  not  over  2,000,000  gallons 
per  acre  daily.  Judging  by  the  result  from  the  application  of 
typhoid  fever  and  other  germs,  it  appears  that  their  removal  by 
filters  under  these  conditions  was  substantially  normal  during  the 
very  first  days  of  operation.  Some  of  the  effluents  contained  low 
numbers  of  bacteria  (less  than  100  per  cubic  centimeter)  from  the 
outset,  but  in  many  cases  the  numbers  were  high.     A  discussion 
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of  the  ordinary  water  bacteria  present  in  the  effluents  of  this  set  olH 
filters,  when  they  were  first  stiirted,  has  never  been   presented,  ba-fl 
cause  it  ia  not  clear  to  what  degree  the  numbers  were  intluenced 
by  the  food  that  was  added  with  the  applied  germs.     In   parentheyis, 
it  may  be  added  that  the  systematic  method  in  present  use  for  the 
application   of  pure   cultures  of  bacteria  was   not   thoroughlj  d»< 
veloped  until  the  latter  part  of  1892. 

The  filters  which  were  constructed  in   1893  contained    coaraM 
material  than  the  earlier  ones,  but  the  initial  rate  of  filtration  e» 
ceeded   2,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  in    only   two    instance*. 
Viewed  in   the  light  of   our  present  knowledge,   the  numbera  a) 
bacteria  present  in  the  effluents  after  starting  were  abnormally  high 
for  a  period  of  weeks,  varying  considerably  in  the  case  of  the  dit 
ferent  filters.     Full  accounts  of  these  results  were  presented   in  tba 
report  of  the  Board  for  1893,  but  for  the  sake  of  ready  comparisoK 
they  are  summarized  in  a  somewhat  arbitrary  way  in  the  following 
table :  — 

Ttible  sho-oHng  Period  of  Operation  of  New  {_1893)  Fillers  before  They  gave  Indi- 
calioM  of  Attaining  Normal  Bacterial  Effici'ncy. 
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^H              By  comparison  of  this  summary  with  the  results  presented  in  tbaS 
^H           tables  on  pages  577  and  5S5,  showing  the  bacterial  efficiency  ia  1894^1 
^1            after  the  resumption  uf  operations  followin?  the  long  period  of  reati 
^^         in  the  case  of  the  small  filters  (Nos.  43-49),  as  well  as  with  tfa»fl 
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results  beyond  from  the  larger  filters,  it  ts  seen  that  these  tilterg 
under  the  existing  conditions  did  better  work  as  they  grew  older. 

From  a  study  of  the  results  of  iipplication  of  B,  prodigiostts  to 
these  filters  when  they  were  new,  it  was  found  that  the  bacterial 
puvificalioii,  as  well  as  the  bacterial  efficiency,  was  abnormally  low 
at  that  time,  and  that  it  also  subsequently  increased,  according  to 
later  results. 

With  regard  to  the  remaining  filters  studied  in  1894,  that  is,  those 
which  were  constructed  before  ISitH,  there  has  been  a  decided  im- 
provement in  the  average  bacterial  efficiency  in  each  case,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  table  :  — 


Comparison  oj  Average  Bacterial  Kfficie 

ney  in  1893 

and  1894 
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SufGcient  evidence  has  already  been  presented  to  estatilish  the 
point  that  the  bacterial  efficiency  and  the  bacterial  purification  of 
water  filters  increase  with  age,  other  conditions  being  equal.  The 
relation  between  age  of  filters  and  other  factors,  such  as  rate  of 
filtration,  depth  of  material,  etc.,  with  regard  to  their  respective 
influence  upon  the  results  of  filtration,  will  be  discussed  in  turn 
under  the  proper  headings.  It  is  now  proposed  to  examine  the 
ways  in  which  filters  themselves  change  as  they  continue  in  service. 

Gradual  Chanfjea  in  Filla'ing  Materials.  —  Simply  by  inspec- 
tion it  is  apparent  that  new  sand  is  quite  unlilie  that  taken  from 
filters  which  have  been  in  operation  for  some  time.  The  chief  dif- 
ference is  that  the  grains  of  the  latter  are  apparently  covered  with  a. 
sticky  gelatinous  coating,  as  will  he  demonstrated  by  Mr.  Clark  in 
a  subsequent  paper.  In  the  case  of  grains  situated  at  or  just 
below  the  upper  surface  layer  of  sand  this  coating  is  so  thick  that 
the  grains  are  considerably  discolored.     Here  it  is  that  the  applied 
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bwrlem  are  detained  io  tbe  largest  aombera.    Pwma^  t 
into  1^  mun  body  of  Uw  aaad  a  short  dutaaoe,  the  c 
disappears. 

At  thi^  time  fiutber  diMrassioD  of  tbe  cooapositioa  at  tbca*  i 
Doaa  filins  is  deferred,  bat  there  are  Damero4u  reaaooa  Cor  1 
that  thty  are  an  eeeeottal  featare  ia  the  remoTal  of  I 
water  by  filtratioa,  not  only  biolt^kally,  bat  al«o  by  i 
power  of  medunical  reteotioo.     Two  of  tbe  b 
for  this  belief  ire  as  fullows:  — 

1.  Id  Dew  fillers,  and  in  old  filters  which  bare  been  oak  of  < 
atioo  for   a    considerable  period,   normal  bacterial    reealtn  do  i 
^ipear  to  lie  obtained  until  these  films  are  formed. 

2.  In  old  filters  which  are  in  re^Iar  opetation,  aad  wb[ich  j 
normal  chemical  and  bacterial   resalts,  a  marked  deteriocnKiaa  i 
these  rrsalls  occora  when   for  any  reaMto  there  ia  a  ^ 
mechanical  distorbaoce  of  tbe  main  body  of  sand,  wberehy  thm  c 
tinnity  of  the  films  is  broken  to  a  certain  decree. 

So  far  as  can  be  leazned  from  the  long  series  of  experiments,  t 
biological  proceaees  and  conditions  which  cao^e  the  disap 
of  bneCeria  may  exist  in  filters  to  a  nonaal  degree,  and  jwt  I 
;  effloeot  may  show  aboormally  low  bacterial  | 
t  the  affiled  bacteria  were  not  retaiaed  so  that  thej'  « 
killed.     Bacteria  do  not  appear  to  be  kiUed  in  the  fav  i 
hones  occopied  by  the  water  in  its  passage  tbrao^  thn  i 
for  tlntf  reason  tbe  nedtanical  aspect  of  Utntioa  afaooy  ■ 
golitek,  whaterer  may  be  its  relative  import 
the  Uological  aspect. 

Aboi^  Ibe  methods  which  may  be  neolioaed  for  a 
auoant  of  coating  opoo  the  grains  are  frirtJnnal  iMialanen  to  I 
pnaaage  of  water  and  chemical  aoalysia  of  the  gnina,  na  Ihiy  a 
Inken  from  the  filter.     Mr.  datk  diacoaws 
qnent  poitkm  of  Ok  ▼obmae,  aad  we  wiB  iUottiale  at  tkis  ( 
latter  method  by  the  BKMt  marked  ense  stMfied  in  1894;  I' 
nralta  from  FDteia  No*.  ISA  and  50. 

This  pair  of  fihets  cootaioa  i  feet  in  de^^  in  etch  case  of  conrs*  J 
Band  of  the  same  efteltve  sae  (0.48  millimeter).    They  i 
pot  in  opentmn  Joly  13. 1S94 ;  Filter  No.  M  was  a 
while  tbe  other  filter  was  cooatneted  in  1889,  hot 
serTM«  since  Dee.  8.1893.    The  araage  nte  of  filntiaB  vas  a 
5,000.000  galloas  per  aen  daily  in  each  case;  baliliitok*^ 
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that  Filter  No.  18  A  waa  operated  intermittently  and  the  other  con- 
tinuously. From  our  general  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  of  the 
results  from  this  pair  of  filters  it  does  not  appear  that  this  last  factor 
had  much  weight  in  this  instance. 

On  July  23,  1894,  the  new  sand  in  Filter  No.  50  contained  organic 
nitrogen  to  the  amount  of  about  1  part  per  100,OU0  by  weight  of 
dry  sand.  The  average  quantity  in  the  sand  of  Filter  No.  18  A  was 
about  three  times  as  much  on  this  date,  as  is  shown  by  the  tables 
and  statements  in  the  report  of  1893,  page  484. 

When  river  water  was  applied  to  this  pair  of  filters  the  reault  was 
that  the  new  filter  did  not  give  normal  bacterial  efficiency  until 
nearly  three  months  after  the  beginning  of  operations,  while  No. 
18  A,  the  old  filter,  showed  normal  efficiency  in  about  ten  days. 
Moreover,  in  October  and  November,  when  normal  bacterial  results 
were  obtained  from  Filter  No.  50,  it  waa  learned  that  this  filter 
was  at  tliat  time  much  more  sensitive  than  Filter  No.  ISA  to  dis- 
turbing influences,  such  as  fiuctuations  in  the  rate  of  flow,  as  noted 
beyond. 

On  December  I  these  filters  were  stopped  for  the  winter.  After 
allowing  the  water  to  drain  from  the  sand,  samples  of  the  sand  from 
difl'ercnt  depths  of  each  filter  were  collected  for  chemical  and  bac- 
terial analyses,  the  results  of  which  are  as  follows:  — 


Sumbtr  of  BncitTia  and  Amount  of  Organic  ffUrogen  found  in  Different  Depths 
of  tht  Hand  of  Fillers  Nos.  ISA  and  50,  Dee.  1. 1894. 
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The  smaller  amount  of  nitrogen  and  fewer  bacteria  at  the  surfaoi 
of  Filter  No.  18  A  are  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  aiirface  hiu 
been  scraped  more  recently  than  was  the  case  with  Filter  No.  i 
From  depths  of  3  to  nearly  24  inches  below  the  surface  the  ors 
nitrogen  in  the  sand  of  Filter  No.  50  was  only  about  (iO  per  t 
of  that  in  Filter  No.  ISA.     In  the  case  of  the  latter  filter  it  will  be  " 
noted  that  high   numherd  of  bacteria  were  found   in   the   sand  nt 
greater  depths  from  the  surfnce  than  in  the  case  of  the  former  6lt«r, 
and  there  are  strong  grounds  for  believing  that  the  greater  amouaj 
of  organic  matter  attached  to  the   sand  grains  for  some  distnnci 
below  the  surface  of  Filter  No.  18  A  was  a  prominent  factor  in  expla 
nation  of  its  resistance  to  the  disturbing  influences,  which  cuusedil 
diminution  in  the  bacterial  efficiency  of  Filter  No.  50. 

On  July  23  the  new  sand  of  Filter  No.  50  contained  practically  n 
organic  matter  arranged  as  such  films  around  the  grains  as  was  liittt 
the  case  with  the  sand  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter.  Filter  No 
18  A  at  that  time  did  possess  sufficient  organic  matter  to  quickli 
form  gelatinous  Alms  around  its  grains ;  and  it  is  instructive  to  t 
pare  its  bacterial  efficiency  with  that  of  Filter  No,  50  during  tbe  period 
when  the  accumulated  organic  matter  gradually  formed  in  the  latti 
filter  those  sticky  coatings  upon  which,  apparently,  normal  Iw 
teritil  efficiency  is  dependent  to  a  certain  degree  in  filters  of  coan 
material. 


Average  Weekly  Results  of  (Ac  Diily  Betcrminatiom  of  Ike  Numhtr  of  Bacteria  iu 
AppUed  River  WaUr  and  in  Effiuenls  of  F*Uera  Not.  1$  Aaad  SO. 
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With  filters  of  finer  material  the  differences  in  the  bacterial  con- 
tents of  the  eiSuents,  as  shown  in  the  last  table^  would  be  less 
marked.  Nevertheless,  the  records  already  presented  prove  that 
the  bacterial  efficiency  of  filters  of  fine  sand  increases  with  age. 
At  this  point,  while  we  are  considering  the  relation  between  bac- 
terial efficiency  and  the  organic  matter  in  the  sand  arranged  as 
gelatinous  films  around  the  grains,  it  is  of  importance  to  observe 
that  in  practically  every  case  there  has  been  an  increase  during 
1894  of  organic  matter  stored  in  the  sand  of  the  filters. 

This  fact  is  established  by  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  chemical 
and  bacterial  analyses  of  numerous  samples  of  sand  collected  from 
various  depths  of  the  several  filters  in  December,  1894,  with  the 
results  of  corresponding  analyses  made  at  the  close  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  1893  results  were  presented  in  the  annual  report  for 
that  year,  page  485,  arranged  in  the  form  of  averages  for  different 
sections  of  the  filters.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  new  sand  had  been 
added  to  many  of  the  filters,  causing  old  surfaces  to  appear  at 
various  depths  from  the  present  surface,  the  results  are  somewhat 
irregular,  especially  so  in  the  case  of  the  1893  set.  For  this  and 
other  reasons  the  averages  are  not  presented  at  this  time,  but  in- 
stead the  results  of  individual  analyses  are  given. 

The  organic  nitrogen  is  calculated  as  fourteen-seventeenths  of  the 
albuminoid  ammonia  doubled,  and  in  no  case  is  any  deduction  made 
for  the  nitrogen  originally  present  in  the  sand. 

Comparison  of  tfye  Amount  of  Organic  Nitrogen  and  Number  of  Bacteria  found 

in  Different  Depths  of  Sand  from  the  Several  Filters,  Dec,  8,  1893,  and 

Dec  1,  1894. 
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1,010,000 
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Filter  No.  48. 
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6.800,000 

470.000 
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? 

640.000 

67,000 

246,000 

28,000 

106.000 

18.000 

60,000 

18,000 

42,000 

22,000 

8,400 

Filter  No.  49. 


0-'4, 
1. 

8, 
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6.1 
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2.6 
1.6 
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880,000 

7,140,000 

128^800 

4,000,000 

? 

1.600,000 

120,000 

066,000 

26.000 

04,000 

88,000 

40,000 

81,000 

»,000 

? 

18,000 
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Attention  la  called  to  the  discussion  by  Mr.  Clark  upon  the 
inci'easing  compnctness  of  filters,  aa  they  continue  in  service.  Tbia 
is  a  matter  of  much  practical  importance  in  this  connection,  and 
is  caused  in  part  hy  the  pressure  upon  the  sand  of  the  body  of  water 
which  it  supports. 


The  Effect  upon  Bacterial  Efpioiescy  of  Rate  of  Filtration 
OF  Water. 

Under  this  heading  we  shall  first  consider  the  effect  of  differences 
in  rates  of  filtration,  where  the  rates  are  kept  approximately  coq- 
stant. 

From  the  1892  results,  obtained  for  the  most  part  from  filters  six 
to  eight  months  old,  and  constructed  of  fine  or  medium  fine  sand,  it 
was  concluded  thiit  more  hucteria  were  able  to  pass  the  filters  at  high 
rates  (not  over  3,000,000  gallons)  than  nt  low  rates  (.500,000  gal- 
ions).  It  was  also  noted  at  that  time  that  the  effect  of  rates,  in 
those  experiments,  was  slight,  and  limited  to  a  variation  of  a 
fractional  part  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  applied  bacteria. 

In  ia93  the  results  were  obtained  from  one  filter  which  had  been 
in  operation  four  years,  nine  filters  which  had  been  operated  twelve 
to  eighteen  months  and  nine  more  in  which  the  period  was  three  to 
six  months.  With  this  set  of  experiments  the  influence  of  the  rate 
of  filtration  upon  the  bacterial  resiilts  could  not  be  clearly  traced  in 
several  instances  ;  in  fact,  in  some  cases  its  infiuenco  was  completely 
disguised  by  other  factors.  The  conclusion  drawn  at  that  time  was 
that  low  rates  are  undoubtedly  safer  than  high  rates;  but,  neverthe- 
less, up  to  a  certain  limit  the  rate  apparently  exerts  very  little 
infiuence,  and  this  limit  is  different  for  difierent  filters  and  varies 
with  other  conditions  in  the  case  of  the  same  filter. 

In  1894  the  experiments  have  been  continued  with  the  addition  of 
two  new  filters  to  a  majority  of  those  which  wore  studied  during  the 
preceding  year.  Ten  of  these  filters  have  been  operated  at  rates  of 
5,000,000  gallons  or  more  per  acre  daily,  and  from  those  filters  ichkh 
had  been  in  operation  for  a  coTwi'demWe/jerjod  the  average  bacterial  re- 
sults have  been  satisfactory.  With  the  remaining  filters,  operated 
at  rates  of  loss  than  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  the  bacterial 
results  have  been  more  satisfautory  than  at  corresponding  rates  dur- 
ing previous  years. 
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Influence  of  Length  of  Period  of  Operation  {Age')  of  filten. 

The  evidence  aecamulHted  during  each  successive  year  of  invests 
gation  Rt  Lawrence  has  apparently  shown  the  eff«ct  of  vnte  of  filtn* 
tion  of  water  upon  bacterial  eiSciency  of  filters  to  be  less  and  less. 
From  this  it  foHowa  that  the  more  recent  results  have  been  obtained 
from  experiments  in  which  there  were  present  one  or  more  con- 
ditions that  disguised  to  a  large  degree  the  effect  of  rate  of  tiltration. 
The  IS?3  results  were  such  as  to  lead  to  this  belief,  and  the  resalta 
of  the  past  year  have  proven  the  soundness  of  the  view. 

With  our  present  knowledge  it  may  he  stated  that  the  factor 
which  causes  the  effect  of  the  rate  of  filtration  upon  bacterial  el 
ciency  to  become  practically  nil,  under  normal  conditions,  is  chiefly' 
the  nge  of  the  filter.  The  reason  of  this  lies  probably  iu  the  inercasel 
accumulation  of  organic  matter  arranged  around  the  sand  graiaa  ai' 
gelatinous  films,  whereby  more  favorable  conditions  are  offered  for 
the  mechanical  retention  of  the  bacteria  under  a  biological  enviroi 
ment  which  causes  them  to  disappear.  This  explanation,  in  tb« 
light  of  the  evidence  in  the  earlier  portion  of  this  report  (pagv 
59?)),  will  make  it  clear  that  age  of  filters  refers  to  period  of  sctiul' 
operation,  and  does  not  include  periods  of  rest. 

This  view  seems  to  hold  true  under  the  conditions  studied  at 
Lawrence  for  rates  of  filtration  several  times  as  great  as  that  geoeiv 
ally  recognized  as  the  limit,  aa  is  pointed  out  below.  It  will  be 
noted  that  the  above  conclusion  is  limited  to  nornial  conditions  ;  hy 
this  is  meant  carefully  controlled  conditions,  such  as  should  obtaia 
in  actual  practice.  With  these  high  rates  it  has  been  found  that 
under  unusually  severe  conditions,  such  as  scraping  to  a  deptli  of 
more  than  one  inch,  the  bacterial  efficiency  was  leas  than  at  lower 
rates  of  filtration. 

Limits  in  Rale  of  FUtrathn  which  may  he  tafely  adopted  u» 
Practice. 
Experience  during  the  past  two  years,  with  ten  different  filt«n 
which  have  been  in  operation  at  rates  of  5,000,000  gallons  or  more 
per  acre  daily,  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that  with  conditions  sub- 
stantially equivalent  to  those  at  Lawrence  the  above-mentioned  rattt 
may  be  safely  adopted  in  practice,  and  yield  an  eltiuent  of  sntisfa^ 
tory  quality  after  the  first  or  second  month  of  operation.  The  rft- 
suits  upon  which  the  above  conclusion  is  based  have  been  obtained 
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from  6ve-foot  filters,  two  of  which  are  17  feet  in  diumeter,  and 
placed  out  of  doors  without  protection  from  the  weather. 

During  the  firat  few  weeks  of  operation  of  a  filter  the  effect  of 
rate  of  filtration  seema  to  lie  more  mnrkod  than  subsequently;  hut 
even  under  these  circumstunces  its  importance  has  been  found  to 
be  reduced  considerably  in  some  instances  by  other  factors,  snch 
as  chemical  composition  of  sand,  for  example. 

A  summary  by  months  of  the  1894  results  from  filters  operated 
at  high  rates  when  filtering  river  water  drawn  from  the  canal  is  pre- 
sented in  the  table  below.  These  averages  include  all  results,  some 
of  which  were  obtained  under  couditiond  which  can  and  should  be 
avoided  in  practice.  Particularly  was  this  the  case  in  October  and 
November,  when,  at  times  of  very  high  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the 
applied  river  water,  the  surfaces  were  scraped  to  a  depth  of  an  inch 
or  more,  and  when  the  rates  of  filtration  were  subjected  to  marked 
fluctuations.  To  obtain  a  fair  idea  of  the  normal  work  of  the  filters 
it  is  necessary  to  study  the  results  of  individual  analyses,  presented 
beyond.  In  the  consideration  of  the  limit  in  rate,  mentioned  above, 
attention  is  called  to  the  satisfactory  results  obtained,  under  normal 
conditions,  from  Filter  No.  44,  at  7,500,000  gallons,  and  from  Filter 
No.  49,  at  10,000,000  gallons,  per  acre  daily. 


Monthly  Averages  of  the  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  OenCimeCer 
River  Water  Before  and  After  FiUralion. 
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The  alKive  data,  together  with  the  foregoing  expknation,  indiate 
that  satisfactory  bacterial  efficiency  has  been  obtained  so   far  as  the 
rates  of  tiltration  are  concerned.     A  fairer  idea  of  the  hif^fienic  effi- 
ciency may  be  obtained  from  the  results  of  bacterial  p«ri/loalion  by 
the  filters;   or,  to  avoid  technical  expressions,  the  results   of  the 
application  to  the  filters  of  B.  prodigiosus,  a  germ  which  does  not 
seem  to  grow  within  the  filters  and  which  appears  to  behave  veij 
similarly  in  water  to  the  germ  generally  recognized  as  the   cauae  of 
typhoid  fever. 

B.  prodifjiosus  was  applied  to  each  filter,  except  No3.  3  B  and  8  Ai_ 
during  October  and  November,  for  ten  hours  per  day,  according  |c 
the  plan  deacriljod  in  earlier  reports.     The  average  results  of  tbU 
application  are  as  follows:  — 

Honlkli/  Averages  of  Che  Numbers  of  B.  Prodigiosus  per  Cubic  Centimeter  tgiptiii 
in  River   Water  lo   Water  FiUers.  and  found  in  Their  EjHuenl*,  1894. 

«o^. 

«- 

t.  EffLL-MI.  or  FlL»U  N«t- 

UA. 

«. 

«l. 

«. 

...     ..|„. 

-1 

B,»0 

1 

< 

* 

1 

i 

', 

1 

These  results  show  that  on  an  average  about  1 
applied  germs  was  found  in  the  efliucnts;  that  is. 

in  1 
there 

700  of  lua 

was  a  baofl 

terial  purification  of  99. 93  percent.     As  has  been  already  noted  in  til 
case  of  the  water  bacteria,  the  presence  in  the  efllueiit  of  many  of  tlM 
B.  prodigiosus  germs  was  caused  by  abnormal  conditions  which  do  na 
of  necessity  belong  to  the  process  of  water  filtration.    The  sigaificano 
of  these  circumstances  is  that  while  under  normal  conditions  tb«ai 
applied  germs  were  practically  all  retained  in  the  filter  until  the; 
perished,  yet  these  disturbances  were  so  marked  as  to  cause  relft 
lively  large  numbers  of  them  to  pass  into  the  etHuent ;  or,  in  otbel 
words,  the  above  averages  are  made  up  to  a  large  extent  of  relativelj^ 
high  numbers  obtained  in  a  few  days  during  the  period. 

Detailed  study  of  the  1,070  individual  results,  upon  which  tb^ 
BVBvages  in  the  last  table  are  based,  shows  that  in  52  per  cent,  irf 
■              them  no  B.  prodigiosus  was  found.     Furthermore,  it  was  learoec 
H             that  on  un  average  the  above-mentioned  bacterium  was  not  fouac 
^ft           in  the  ellliients  on  42  per  cent,  of  the  days  when  it  was  applied  t 
^^           the  filters. 
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During  the  early  part  of  Deceml)er  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  8  A 
contained  unusually  high  numbers  of  bacteria,  apparently  owing  to 
the  repeated  di^tiirbanues  of  the  eurfaca  in  November.  To  obtain 
more  precitte  knowledge  of  its  efficiency,  B.  prodigiosue  wns  applied 
for  ten  hours  a  day,  December  5—15,  in  numbers  averaging  about 
300  per  cubic  centimeter  of  river  water.  Repeated  bacterial  analy- 
ses of  the  eflluent  were  made  during  this  period  and  on  subsequent 
days,  but  the  germ  in  question  was  not  found  in  any  instance.  By 
means  of  a  modification  (described  in  the  paper  on  methods,  be- 
yond) of  the  ordinary  methods  of  analysis  50  cubic  centimeters 
were  examined  at  a  time  on  several  occasions,  with  negative  results 
in  each  case,  so  far  as  the  presence  of  B.  prodigiosus  was  concerned. 

In  passing,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  results  of  the  application  of 
these  smaller  numbers  of  bacteria  in  pure  culture  doubtless  give  a 
fairer  idea  of  the  true  hygienic  efficiency  of  filtration  than  the  larger 
Durabera  formerly  used.  The  reason  of  this  lies  in  the  fact  that 
there  is  leas  opportunity  for  accumulation  in  large  numbers  of  tliese 
germs  within  the  filter,  thereby  furnishing,  apparently,  certain  con- 
ditions which  conduce  to  longevity,  and  also  to  their  passage  into 
the  etHvient  when  disturbing  inHuencea  are  present.  During  the 
earlier  years  of  the  investigations  the  application  of  comparatively 
large  numbers  of  bacteria  in  pure  cultures  was  an  absolute  necessity, 
in  order  to  obtain  in  the  effluent  numbers  so  great  that  they  could 
be  relied  on  for  the  formulation  of  the  laws  of  filtration. 

From  the  application  of  B.  prodigiosus  to  Filter  No.  8  A  ( 1 7  feet 
in  diameter  and  containing  6  feet  in  depth  of  medium  fine  sand)  in 
December,  it  is  concluded  that  with  this  filter,  running  under  nor- 
mal conditions  and  filtering  Merrimack  River  water  at  the  rate  of 
5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  less  than  1  in  15,000  of  B.  prodigi- 
osus, when  applied  in  relatively  small  numbers,  passed  through  the 
filter  into  the  effluent;  that  is,  there  was  a  bacterial  purification  of 
more  than  99.993  per  cent. 


Evidence  of  Limilations  to  (he  Theory  that  '♦  Qualilative  Efficiency 
of  Water  Fillers  ia  Inversely  Proportional  to  Their  Quantita- 
live  Efficiency." 
From  the  experimental  investigations  upon  sand  filtration  made  by 
Frrenkel  and  Plofke  in  18S9  at  Berlin  it  was  thought  that  the  re- 
sults with  regard  to  the  rate  of  filtration  warranted  the  statement 
I  quoted  above.     The  question  arises,  however :  Were  such  experi- 
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mental  filters  operated  long  enoQgh  to  establish  thorougbly  the  t 
of  the  theory?  Lawrence  experiments  and  results  would  indicati 
that  Uiey  were  not.  Some  of  their  experimental  filters  were  bailto 
fresh  sund,  but  most  of  them  were  constructed  with  muteriul  takes 
at  different  depths  from  filters  which  hiid  been  in  >icIuh1  service  fof 
years,  and  all  of  them  were  operated  for  »  comparatively  short  tinM 

From  the  experience  obtained  at  Lawrence,  where  the  investt^ 
tions  have  been  made  upon  water  filters  which  have  beeo  contina«j 
in  Bervice  for  several  years,  it  is  clear  that  the  abuvc-raeDtiooe^ 
theory,  while  probably  trae  for  new  Biters  under  some  condi 
tions,  is  not  true  for  filters  which  have  been  in  service  for  n  Ion] 
period.  In  proof  of  this  we  may  say  that  while  some  results  ubtaioM 
during  a  short  period  in  18!'2  from  filters  which  had  been  to  open 
ttou  less  than  six  months  pointed,  in  a  general  way,  townrds  u  c 
firmation  of  the  theory  in  question,  confirmatory  results  could  i 
be  obtained  when  the  filters  were  older,  owing  apparently  to  a  i 
extended  accumulation  of  gelatinous  films  wilbin  the  main  body  at 
the  filtering  material. 

Before  closing  the  discussion  upon  this  point  it  is  proper  to  eti 
attention  to  the  fact  that  sanitarians  are  chiefly  interested  in  the  red 
and  permanent  efficiency  of  a  filter  rather  than  its  efficiency*  duriiM 
the  first  weeks  of  operation.  These  first  weeks,  when  norma)  bao 
terial  results  in  many  cases  are  not  forthcoming,  may  be  regarded  m 
a  necessary  period  of  "  biological  or  chemical  construction  "  ns  trulv 
as  the  more  obvious  case  of  a  necessary  period  of  engineering  coi 
struction. 

The  Effect  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency  of   Changes  in  the  Jiate  «j 
Filtration. 

From  our  experience  with  water  filters,  under  the  conditloii 
described  in  this  and  preceding  reports,  the  general  statcmeDt  ma; 
be  made  that  decreases  in  the  rate  of  filtration,  other  condttiotut 
being  equal,  have  been  followed  by  a  very  moderate  decrease  in  tba 
number  of  bacteria  in  the  effiuent,  if  any  change  in  the  bacterial 
results  was  noticeable.  A  discussion  of  the  present  problem,  ther^ 
fore,  becomes  a  consideration  of  the  elTcct  of  increments  of  the  rate 
of  filtration. 

For  the  sake  of  clearness  in  the  presentation  of  the  results  of  the 
experiments  along  this  line  the  increased  rates  will  bo  divided  !ato 
two  classes : — 
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1.  Those  increments  in  the  mto  of  GltratioD  where  the  increase 
hiis  for  its  initial  point  the  rate  at  which  the  filter  is  normully 
operated. 

2.  Those  increments  in  the  rate  of  filtration  (following  a  decrcaBe) 
where  the  increased  rate  does  not  exceed  the  normal. 

Considerable  evidence  upon  the  first  problem  was  accumulated 
during  1893,  and  a  discussion  of  this  portion  of  the  subject  will 
bo  presented  first. 

Increases  vi  Hate  above  the  Normal.  —  During  1893  there  were 
numerous  instances  where  the  rate  of  tiltration  of  the  fillers  was 
increased  above  that  which  was  normnl  at  the  time  of  change,  and  in 
a  majority  of  cases  this  treatment  was  followed  by  an  increiise  in  the 
number  of  bacteria  in  the  elHuent,  as  was  noted  in  the  annual  report 
for  that  year.  In  1894  the  prescribed  rates  of  filtration,  as  a  general 
rule,  for  those  filters  which  have  received  river  water  from  the  canal 
have  been  regularly  maintained  as  accurately  as  possible,  and  no 
permanent  increases  in  the  rates  have  been  made  except  in  the  case 
of  Filters  Nos.  3  B  and  8  A.  The  rates  of  filtration,  however,  of  a 
majority  of  the  small  twenty-inch  filters  have  been  temporarily  in- 
creased, with  results  which  are  given  after  the  following  account  of 
Filters  Nos.  3B  and  8  A. 

On  July  20,  1894,  when  Filters  Nos.  3B  and  8  A  had  been  in  con- 
stant service  for  about  ten  months,  the  rate  of  filtration  in  each  case 
was  increased  from  2,000,000  to  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
This  treatment  caused  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria 
inbothefiluents  for  several  days,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  :  — 


Average  Daily  Remilta  of  the  Determination  of  the  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic 
Centimeter  in  E£luent»  of  Filters  Nos.  3B  and  8  A,  arranged  to  show  the 
Effect  of  Increase  in  BaU  of  Fillration. 
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CoDcerning  the  a1>ove  results  there  are  two  featores  vh»ch  an 
worthy  of  note.  The  samples  of  effluents  represented  by  the  ivMilti 
of  July  20  were  collected  atler  the  increase  wiis  made  in  the  rstaof 
filtration,  but  l>efore  the  effluent  pipe  contained  water  which  had 
passed  through  the  itpper  portion  of  the  filter  at  the  iocreased  rate. 
Instances  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  have  been  repcatedlj  otK 
served,  all  of  which  go  to  show  that  it  is  the  upper  portion  of  a  filtcf 
upon  which  its  efficiency  in  the  removal  of  bacteria  chieSy  depeoda. 

Filter  \o.  8  A  was  scraped  on  July  24,  and  was  put  in  opurntioD 
directly  after  tilling  with  river  water  "from  the  top.  Uousuallv  high 
numbers  of  bacterin  in  (be  elHueot  followed  this  treatment.  Tbua 
results  are  chiefly  instructive  as  an  unusual  illustratiou  of  diminished 
bacterial  efficiency,  owing  to  abnormal  conditions,  but  which  may  he 
avoided  by  proper  management,  as  will  be  observed  from  the  disco»- 
eiou  beyond. 

In  the  next  table  is  presented  a  sammary  of  the  results  obtaig 
from  increasing  temporarily  (usually  about  six  hours)  the  r«te 
filtration  of  a  majority  of  the  in-door  e.tperimental  filters.  Wi 
out  going  into  details  concerning  the  several  filters,  the  historv  ai 
conditions  of  which  are  presented  beyond,  in  the  accooot  of  the  wi 
of  the  fitters  for  the  year  1^94,  the  general  statement  may  be 
that  these  results  represent  a  wide  range  in  the  conditions  of 
struction  and  operation  of  filters  and  in  length  of  service. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  next  table  i^  the  fact 
an  increase  from  2,200,000  to  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  dsuly 
rate  of  filtration  of  Filter  No.  8  A  on  May  14  was  followed  by  a  very 
slight  change  in  the  bacterial  results,  when  compared  with  those  rcsalts 
obtained  from  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  rate  of  this  tilter  on 
July  21,  as  has  just  been  described.     It  is  to  l)e  said,  however,  that 
on   May   14  the  rate  was  increased  late  iu  the  Bt)emooD,  and   no 
bacterial  samples  of  the  effluent  were  collected  until  the  next  luortK. 
ing.     A  question  mark  is  placed  after  these  results,  because  it 
possible  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  efflaei 
occurred  before  the  collection  of  samples  was  begun.     Nevertbelei 
the  f:ict  remains  that,  if  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
bacteria  in  the  effluent  during  the  night  of  May  14,  the  effect  of 
increased  rate  was  very  much  less  marked  than  was  the  cade  od 
later  date. 

The  reason  of  the  discrepancy  in  the  results  obtained  from  ap] 
ently  similar  experiments  upon  Filter  Xo,  8  A  in  May  and  July  is 
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fiilty  understood.  It  was  thought  At  first  thnt  thoro  might  have  heen 
some  unknown  tliaturhanco  of  the  aurfaco  Inyor  on  July  21  ;  liut 
ciirefiil  exnuiioHtion  of  the  notes  and  the  confirmatory  experience 
with  Filter  No.  3  B  caused  this  idea  to  l>o  dismissed. 

The  above  remarks  upon  the  variations  in  the  length  of  period 
<luring  which  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  tiltration  influenced  the  hiic- 
tcrinl  contents  of  the  efHueuts  lead  to  the  statement  that  in  the 
following  table  the  maximum  numbers  of  bacteria  after  a  change  in 
rate  correspond  to  only  a  comparatively  small  qiiantity  of  etUuont. 
In  some  instances  the  increased  numbers  of  biicteriu  were  found  in 
tho  effluent  for  short  periods  of  less  than  one  hour.  This  period 
may  be  defined  approximately  as  the  time  when  the  water,  which 
was  held  in  the  pores  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter  at  the  time 
of  increase  in  the  rate,  reached  the  effluent  pipe.  This  fact  suggests, 
as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  increased  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the 
effluent,  a  detachment  of  bacteria  from  those  sand  grains  around  which 
they  are  grouped  in  the  largest  numbers.  Normal  bacterial  results 
were  obtained  in  all  cases  (except  Filters  Nos.  3  B  and  8  A  on  July 
21)  within  a  few  hours  after  the  change  was  made;  the  longest 
period  of  disturbance  was  about  twelve  hours. 


Filtraiion  above  the  Normal. 
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It  was  also  found  that  increases  in  the  rate  of  filtration  of  SO  per 
cent,  above  the  normal  usually  cause  increases  in  the  number  of 
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bacteria  in  the  effluent,  for  a  short  time,  of  two  to  seven  fold.  The 
bacterial  results  are  variable,  and  in  some  instances  the  increase  in 
Dumliers  has  been  less  than  is  indicated  to  be  Uie  case  by  the  gen- 
eral statement  made  above.  It  is  not  fnlly  understood  what  are  the 
liu'^turs,  and  their  significance,  which  arc  to  Iw  considered  in  the 
explanation  of  these  observations.  At  present,  however,  the  two 
most  important  seem  to  Ite  coarseness  of  sand  and  length  of  pertoil 
during  whicli  the  filters  have  l>een  in  service. 

The  results  from  Fillers  Nos.  3  B,  8  A  and  33  A  indii-Mc  that, 
with  increases  in  tlie  rate  of  more  than  50  pef  cent,  above  the  nor- 
mal, there  is  more  liliclihood  of  a  greater  increase  in  the  bacterial 
contents  of  the  effluent.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  inci'etises  in  thr 
rate  of  30  and  40  per  cent.,  respectively,  caused  wcll-ninrked  in- 
creases in  the  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  effluents. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  smaller  increases  in  the  rate  (10  or 
20  percent.),  the  evidence  at  hand  is  not  sufficiently  complete  to 
w!in-ant  n  final  conclusion.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  Iwtc- 
torifll  results  would  be  affected  for  a  short  time  by  such  :iu  iocnnse 
in  the  case  of  comparatively  new  filters  of  coarse  material.  But 
with  filters  under  normal  conditions  increased  numbers  of  haeterb 
in  the  effluents  have  not  l>eeD  found  after  such  increases  in  the  rate. 
it  may  be  stated  here  that  each  result  presented  in  the  last  table  is 
based  upon  from  ten  to  fifteen  bacterial  analyses.  If  a  greater  oiun- 
l)er  of  analyses  of  the  etUuents  had  been  made  after  these  small  in- 
creases  in  the  rate  took  place,  it  is  possible  that  increased  numbers  of 
bacteria  would  have  been  found  ;  but  it  is  clear  that,  if  such  l>ai>lei 
results  did  arise,  tlic  increases  in  numbers  must  have  lieen 
moderate  and  of  very  short  duration. 

Increosex  in  Rale  beloic  Ike  N^onnal.  — In  the  consideration  of 
effect  upon  bacterial  efficiency  of  increases  in  rate  of  filtration  Ih-Ii 
the  normal  (following  a  decrease),  the  first  point  thai  suggests  itself 
is  ihc  increasing  nite  in  an  intermittent  filter  to  which  water  has  jiwt 
been  applied  after  it  has  lieen  nihiwed  to  drain.  It  is  true  tb«t 
higher  numbers  of  bacteria  have  i>een  repe4itedly  found  in  the  elBu- 
ent  of  some  intermittent  filters  during  the  portion  of  the  flow  whiefa 
has  just  been  described.  A  careful  study  of  this  subject,  however, 
has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  such  bacterial  resulta  are  not  caused 
by  the  changes  in  rate,  but  arise  from  mechanical  disturbances  in  the 
upper  portion  of  the  main  IxHly  of  the  material :  and  under  some  eir. 
cumstances  these  disturbances  appear  at  the  same  time  as  tJte  change  in 


Lleriofl 
reiyS 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION   OF   WATER.  615 

rate.  This  eoncIuHion  is  based  upon  the  results  of  numerous  experi- 
ments which  have  yielded  normal  bacterial  results  under  this  chang- 
ing  rate,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  disturbing  influence  noted  above. 

The  ettect  upon  the  bacterial  efficiency  of  continuous  filters  of 
sto[)ping  them  and  then  putting  them  in  operation  again  at  the  nor- 
mal rate  of  filtration,  has  been  investigated  in  the  case  of  several 
filters  with  different  conditions  of  construction  and  operation.  In 
some  instances  the  operation  of  the  filters  was  stopped  for  thirty  to 
forty  hours,  owing  to  the  water  having  been  shut  off  on  account  of 
repairs,  etc. ;  and  in  other  cases  the  length  of  period  during  which 
the  filters  were  out  of  action  was  only  a  few  minutes. 

Information  concerning  the  bacterial  results  which  follow  the  longer 
period  of  rest  has  been  obtained  from  about  thirty  sets  of  experi- 
ments. With  Filter  No.  8  A,  when  operated  at  a  rate  of  2,000,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  there  were  no  appreciable  bacterial  increases 
in  the  effluent  during  May  and  June,  upon  starting  the  filter  after 
a  period  of  rest.  During  the  rest  of  the  year,  higher  nambera  of 
bacteria  in  the  effluent  of  this  filter,  operated  at  a  5,000,000  gallon 
rate,  were  occasionally,  but  not  regularly,  found  under  these  cir- 
cumstances. When  such  bacterial  results  were  noted,  the  increases 
were  always  moderate,  as,  for  example,  from  14  to  40  per  cubic 
centimeter,  on  August  6,  and  from  43  to  110  per  cubic  centimeter  on 
September  10.  With  filters  of  fine  material,  such  as  No.  33  A, 
no  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  under  these  conditions  has 
ever  been  observed.  With  the  small  filters  of  coarser  materials,  the 
effluents  on  August  6,  about  two  weeks  after  the  filters  had  been  put 
in  operation  for  the  year,  and  when  they  resembled  new  filters, 
showed  marked  increases  in  their  bacterial  contents  when  they  were 
started  nfter  a  rest  of  sixty  hours.  Actual  changes  in  the  number  of 
bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  in  the  effluents  were  as  follows  :  from 
12  to  238,  Filter  No.  43 ;  from  10  to  150,  Filter  No.  44 ;  and  from 
700  to  4,600,  Filter  No.  50  (new).  It  is  instructive  to  note  that  on 
November  5,  when  the  filters  had  in  all  cases  been  in  regular  service 
for  at  least  three  and  one-half  months,  there  were  no  such  increases, 
as  noted  above,  in  the  bacterial  contents  of  any  of  the  effluents  when 
the  filters  were  put  in  operation,  after  a  rest  of  thirty-six  hours. 
The  size  of  sand  grains,  rate  of  filtration,  etc.,  had  far  less  influence 
than  in  August.  There  was  an  increase,  however,  in  some  cases  in 
the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  effluents,  equal  on  an  average  of  from 
22  to  46  per  cubic  centimeter. 
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In  the  table  beyonJ  there  are  recorded  »Hiie  iDt«restii^  »nM|fl 
ohtAined    from  the  vnrious  filters,  with  reganl   to  the  etPect  ii|Ml^H 
Imcterial    efficiency  of  lowering   the    rate    of  filtration   for    unti  hH 
three  faMura  and  then  (juickly  rest^iriog  it  to  the  nomuil.      As  la  ihifl 
caee  with  the  talile  on  page  613,  the  numbers  of  Iiacteria  |»or  cnbi^| 

together  with  the  maximum  number  found  after  the  change.      Il  majfl 
l»e  further  stated  here  that  each  set  of  redidls  in  the  next  laMe  rep-1 
K             rcHenttt   from  ten   to  twenty    bacterial   analyses  of  the   etHuent,  i 
H             majority  of  which   were  nmde  of  samples   collected  iil    alioot    tbe 
V             time  when  the  water  which  was  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  liller^ 
when  the  rate  waa  restored  to  the  normal  passed  throagfa  the  ontMM 
pipe.                                                                                                      ^ 
From  these   results,  obtained   under  the  given  conditiona.   it  li^H 
clear  that  practically  no  effect  upon  the  Imcterial  efficiency  was  pn>^| 
duccd  by  the  given  changes  in  rate  of  filtration,  except  in  the  omH 
of  the  conii>aratively  new  Filter  No.  50  of  coarse  material.      With 
this  filter,  furthermore,  when  the   rate  of  tiltration  was   fluctuated 
from   1.0no,nOO  to  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  the  abnormal 
■               bacterial  re^iulls  were  obtained  for  only  about  nn  hour,  at  the  titwfl 
H             specified  in  the  above  paragraph.                                                                 H 

the  H'Ue  of  FUlralion  Ulow  the  NomtoL                                   ^ 

HM                              Roaiu  ur  rltki. 

„.. 

c.^.»u. 

HuHuiorBunKamaCMB 

•s*" 

iMmChuitt 

ssssr 

■       •' 

laM. 

6-i-t 

^S 

i-i-i 

fi-K.t-S 
I.S-I-T.S 

«.4-» 

H-» 

t-4^ 
(-4-1 

» 

M 

aa 
la 

IH 
4> 

M 

m 

i 

••IB 

'S 

HI 

1» 

1 
I 
I 

;:  a 

■•     lil 

'■      M. 

:;  a 

"  1 
-•  S 

S 

No.  34.] 


FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


617 


Owing  to  the  temporary  nature  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  bacteria  in  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  50  on  October  6,  it  is  worth 
while  to  present  the  individual  results  of  that  experiment.  The  rate 
of  filtration  was  lowered  from  5,000,000  to  1,000,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily  from  9.15  a.m.  to  12.10  p.m.  The  applied  river  water 
contained  on  an  average  69,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter; 
in  addition  to  these  ordinary  water  bacteria,  B,  prodigiosus  was 
added  in  the  proportion  of  3,800  per  cubic  centimeter  of  applied 
water,  when  the  filter  was  operated  at  the  higher  rate.  At  the 
lower  rate  the  number  of  applied  B.  prodigiosus  was  five  times  as 
great. 

From  the  results  of  analyses  presented  in  the  next  table,  it  is  seen 
that  the  sample  collected  at  3  p.m.  was  the  only  one  which  showed 
abnormal  bacterial  contents  of  the  effluent.  In  the  consideration  of 
the  B.  prodigiosus  results  in  the  samples  collected  at  4,  5  and  6  p.m., 
respectively,  it  is  to  be  mentioned  that  they  correspond  to  the 
portion  of  applied  water  which  received  five  times  the  usual  dose  of 
these  germs.     For  this  reason,  then,  these  results  are  fairly  normal. 


Number  of  Bcteleria  per  Cubic  CerUimeter  in  the  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  50,  at 

Different  Bates  of  Filtration,  Oct.  6, 1894. 
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rtltratlon. 
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Rate  of 
Filtration. 

Million 

Oallont 

per  Acre 

Daily. 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
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Bactbhia  pkr 
Cubic  Cbktimbtbb. 


Water 
Bacteria. 

H.Pro- 
digiotus. 

324 

4 

354 

3 

2,974 

46 

500 

10 

535 

8 

400 
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This  experiment  was  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  to  bo  made,  and 
subsequently  more  samples  were  collected  in  each  case,  at  times 
corresponding  to  the  period  between  2  and  4  p.m.  in  the  above  tabic. 
Samples  were  collected  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes  on  October  11 , 
when  this  experiment  upon  Filter  No.  50  was  repeated. 

The  results  of  bacterial  analyses  of  the  second  set  of  samples 
showed  that  with  the  given  conditions  abnormal  bacterial  eflicioncy 
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was  olituined  for  about  one  hour.  From  the  "prodi; 
it  Appears  that  the  hacterml  purification  was  somewlut  simihrlr 
affected.  The  prodigiosua  results  are  not  tahulat«d,  becauflc  ctxn- 
plicatioDs  were  uniutentionally  introduced  with  regHrd  to  the  uaifunn 
application  of  this  germ  in  a  definite  proportion.  Nevertheless,  the 
results  from  the  application  of  this  germ  have  been  of  valae  in  ■ 
general  way  in  throwing  light  upon  the  problem  in  qaestion. 

Geixeml  Cojidufions  as  to  the  Rflation  between  Hygienic  Effidemey 
and  Rate  of  Filtration. 

It  is  plain,  in  the  light  of  the  evidence  presented  in  the  forcgoins 
pages,  that  the  rate  of  filtration  under  the  conditions  nt  Lawrence 
ie  8  less  promioent  factor  in  the  removal  of  bacteria  hy  filtvra  which 
have  been  regularly  in  ojieration  for  some  time  than  wss  formerlj' 
supposed  to  be  the  case.  Among  the  reasons  for  this  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  a  majority  of  experimental  io vest igat ions  upoo  this 
point  have  been  made  with  filters  which  have  been  in  service  onir 
for  a  comparatively  short  time. 

From  a  practical  point  of  view  it  is  desired  at  this  time  to  call 
attention  to  two  important  points,  as  follows :  — 

1.  With  properly  constructed  fillers  which  are  carefully  operated 
at  a  nniform  moderate  rate  of  filtration  (not  over  5,000,000  gallow 
per  acre  daily)  and  with  the  Merrimack  River  water  satisractorv 
hygienic  ret-ults  may  l>e  regularly  obtained. 

2.  But  with  filters  which  are  so  constructed  and  9o  openUed  that 
a  portion  of  the  filtering  area  yields  an  etfluent  at  a  rale  sevcml  tiam 
in  excess  of  the  average  rate,  and  with  a  corresponding  portion  of 
the  area  filtering  at  a  rate  much  lower  than  the  average,  it  i-^  iaiprol^ 
able  that  filters  under  such  circumstances  can  be  uniformly  rrlied 
u|N)a  to  furnish  satisfactory  hygienic  reaultfl. 


Economi/  fif  Uiijh  Rate*  of  FiitratitM. 
The  question  of  the  cost  of  a  plant  fur  the  filtration  i>f  a  pabi 
water  supply  involves  two  principal  ileus,  a^i  follows:  thceoat  of  c 
straction,  including  provisions  for  the  interest  ou  tlie  captbil  iaveaU 
and  for  Hinking  funds,  and  the  cost  of  actual  upernlion.  In  the  I 
t«r  cUss  of  1-speitse  the  cliicf  factor  is  the  removal  of  the  clo^r^n 
ed  laiyvly  by  the  accuniulnliuo  of  susjiendvd  matters  mt  I 
mrfiicc  of  the  sand.     Under  ordinary  circumstances  this  is  best  dm 
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by  scraping  off,  as  occasion  demands,  the  upper  layer  of  clogged 
material,  and  its  subsequent  replacement  with  clean  sand. 

It  is  very  evident  that  higher  rates  of  filtration  mean  a  reduction 
in  the  first  cost  of  a  plant,  and,  accordingly,  in  the  subsequent 
annual  expense  of  interest  and  sinking  funds.  With  regard  to  the 
removal  of  clogging,  however,  higher  rates  do  not  mean  a  reduction 
of  cost,  because  it  has  been  learned  that  the  amount  of  clogged  sand 
removed  per  1,000,000  gallons  of  effluent  is  practically  independent 
of  the  rate  of  filtration,  other  conditions  being  equal  (see  1892  re- 
port, page  463). 

The  economy  of  higher  rates  of  filtration,  therefore,  varies  with 
local  conditions,  according  to  the  relative  sizes  of  the  two  principal 
items  of  expense,  as  noted  and  discussed  above.  No  attempt  will  be 
made  to  discuss  the  details  of  cost,  but  it  may  be  stated  that,  in  the 
light  of  our  present  knowledge,  obtained  from  numerous  and  long- 
continued  experiments,  the  cost  of  rendering  by  filtration  a  polluted 
water  supply  safe  for  drinking  purposes  is  considerably  less  than 
was  formerly  supposed  to  be  the  case. 


The  Kffect  of  Different  Methods  fok  the  Removal  of  Clog- 
ging OF  Filters  upon  Their  Bacterial  Efficiency. 

From  the  discussion  of  the  last  topic  it  is  clear  that  the  principal 
factor  of  expense  in  the  actual  operation  of  a  filter  is  the  removal 
from  time  to  time  of  a  clogged  layer  of  suiface  sand.  This  subject  is 
one  of  prime  importance  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  because 
it  appears  from  the  results  of  a  portion  of  our  experiments,  and  from 
European  experience,  that  this  process  may  cause  a  diminution 
in  the  power  of  the  filter  to  remove  bacteria. 

The  average  bacterial  results  which  have  been  obtained  during  the 
pjist  year,  just  after  the  removal  of  clogging  at  the  surface  of  filters, 
show  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  bacteria  in 
the  effluents,  as  was  the  case  under  similar  circumstances  in  1892 
and  1893.  It  will  be  recalled  that  in  1893  in  about  half  of  the 
cases  of  the  removal  of  clogging  by  scraping  off"  the  surface  layer, 
there  was  no  appreciable  diminution  in  the  bacterial  efficiency  of 
the  filter,  following  this  treatment.  Again,  it  may  be  stated  that 
about  half  of  the  cases  of  removal  of  clogging  in  1894  have  teen 
followed  by  practically  no  change  in  the  bacterial  contents  of  the 
effluents. 
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When  we  coosttter  the  reason  of  the  difference  ia  tlie  results  of  thb 
treiitmeDt  of  lilters,  we  find  that  it  is  necesaary  to  make  a  detailed 
analytical  study  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  treatment  nu 
carried  out.  The  most  prominent  factors  have  Iteen  found  to  be  tbt 
depth  of  clogged  sand  removed  from  the  surface  and  the  niauipulatioi 
of  the  filter,  when  it  is  first  put  in  operation  after  draining  aod  scnp 
ing,  with  regard  to  the  mechanical  disturbance  of  the  uiuin  body  of 
the  filtering  material. 

A  discussion  of  these  two  factors  is  presented  beyond  ;  but  before 
this  is  touched  upon  it  remains  to  lie  pointed  out  clearly  that  tlw 
repeated  absence  of  abnormal  bacterial  results  after  scraping  tbr 
surface  of  a  filter  is  a  fact  of  much  significance.  Indeed,  it  is  one 
of  the  must  marked  features  of  the  Lawrence  results,  as  oompared 
with  those  of  European  investigations. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  available  evidence  bas  heea 
obtained  from  experimental  filters  under  conditions  nhicb  perbapf 
may  not  be  found  in  all  cases  to  be  feasible  in  actual  practice,  the 
significance  of  the  above-mentioned  experience  is  less  front  a  prac- 
tical than  from  a  theoretical  point  of  view.  Its  theoretical  impor- 
tance, however,  is  fundamental,  because  it  shows  the  inadequacy  of 
the  theory  which  has  been  generally  held  in  Germany  daring  lfa» 
•  past  six  or  seven  years,  in  explanation  of  the  way  in  which  s 
filters  accomplish  the  removal  of  bacteria  from  water. 

Fallacy  of  the   Theory   which   regard«  the  Sticky   Coating   of 

Surface  Layer  (Schtnutzdecke)  of  FUtera  at  ItuIiBpeTuable  I 

Satisfactory  Removal  of  Bacteria. 

In  1887  the  theory  was  advanced  at  Berlin,  based  upon  studies 

the   Berlin  filters  by  Piefke,  Flugge  and  I'roskauer.  that  the  dirtj 

liiyer  on  the  surface  of  the  sand    is  essential    in  order   to    ubtati 

satisfactory    luicterial    results.     This   theory   has   met    the    gen«i 

acceptance   of  ICoch,    Fnenkel,    Bertschinger  and  other 

iovcstigators.     A  majority   of  the    writers    upon   this   subject    ai 

inclined  to  regard  the  whole  Imdy  of  sand  as  serving  for  the  ma 

|Mrt  as  an  underMlrnin  and  sup)>ort  for  the  surface  film,  nlthoogh  okk 

of  them  uonsiiler  that  the  main  lH>dy  of  sand  bas  a  steadying  itiflucni 

u|X)n  the  process  of  filtration  during  times  ofabnonnal  ruiHlitiona. 

With  n.'gard  to  Iht-  Lawreni-e  ex|K'rience  it  may  be  said  that  U 

nbove-nHMil iotietl  ><urfncv  lilm  removes  more  imcteria  in  pmporlic 

1.1   its  thickuwis  than  any  other  layer  in  the  filter.     Yet,   a»   wi 
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jxiintcd  out  in  the  nDOual  repoi't  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1891, 
page  607,  it  exerts  very  little  influence  upon  the  results  of  tiltrutiun 
in  many  cases,  for  the  reason  that  filters  under  norma!  conditions 
will  remove  the  bacteria  in  the  absence  of  such  a  smface  coating. 
Abundant  proof  that  the  surface  film  is  not  indispensable  has  been 
obtained  from  several  lines  of  observation,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  The  moat  striking  and  convincing  proof  that  the  surface  film 
is  not  necessary  is  found  in  the  case  of  intermittent  filters,  the 
surfaces  of  which  are  allowed  to  uncover  and  to  be  exposed  dur- 
ing the  day  to  the  action  of  light  and  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  surface  film  has  repeatedly  been 
observed  to  dry,  craclt  and  peel,  leaving  considerable  portions  of 
the  surface  uncovered  by  the  coating  characteristic  of  continuous 
filters.  During  the  several  years  in  which  these  investigations  have 
iieeu  carried  on  repeated  instances  have  been  noted  where  parts  of 
the  surface  films  of  intermittent  filters  have  floated  upon  the  surface 
of  the  water  after  the  resumption  of  filtration  following  a  period  of 
draining  and  of  rest.  Yet  in  the  case  of  many  intermittent  water 
filters  which  have  been  carefully  operated,  numerous  and  repeated 
bacterial  analyses  have  failed  to  reveal  any  appreciable  increase  in 
the  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  effiuents. 

2.  In  the  course  of  our  studios  of  continuous  filters  of  fine  or 
medium-fine  sand  at  times  of  clogging  it  has  been  noted  in  more 
than  one  hundred  instances  that  it  is  possible  under  certain  conditions 
to  scrape  off  the  upper  layers  of  the  fitters  to  a  depth  of  0.10-0.30 
inch  without  causing  a  diminution  in  the  bacterial  efficiency.  So 
far  as  practical  results  on  a  largo  scale  are  concerned,  the  objection 
may  be  raised  that  the  given  conditions  were  impracticable  or  even 
impossible  to  adopt.  It  is  not  our  purpose  at  this  point  to  discuss 
practicability,  but  rather  to  insist,  for  the  sake  of  establishing  cor- 
rectly tho  fundamcntiil  principles  of  filtration,  that  conditions  do 
exist  whereby  normal  and  very  satisfactory  removal  of  bacteria  may 
l>e  obtained  when  a  coating  over  the  surface  sand  is  practically  if  not 
completely  absent. 

3.  Another  line  of  evidence,  which  bears  directly  upon  tho  point 
in  question,  is  furnished  by  tho  observations  from  several  of  the 
filters  of  coarser  material  that  they  did  not  give  the  normal  bacterial 
rosults,  which  were  subsctjuently  obtained,  during  the  first  months 
of  their  operation,  evon  when  the  surface  coating  was  thick  enough 
to  completely  clog  the  fillers. 
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4.     Prom  Htiidiee  of  the  results  of  analyseB  of  i>aiid  samples  lofcn 
at  tliSorGiit  doplhs  from  the  several  filters  it  hns  Iwen  learned  th«t  &t 
amotiDt  of  organic  matter  found  at  1  inch  liclotv  the  surface  nogai 
from  20  to  .^0  per  cent,  of  that  in  the  clogged  surfnce  \ayers,  J  iodi 
in  depth.     In  the  case  of  Filter  No.  18  A,  which  has   lieen  in  npcn- 
tion  for  tive  years,  the  amount  of  organic  matter  at  a  depth  of  1 
inches  was  also  ahout  50  per  cent,  of  that  at  the  surface.     Thr»r 
chemical   results,   together  with   the   results   of  bacterial    analy-i-, 
have  a  direct  bearing  in  this  connection,  because  of  thti  imr - 
part  played  in  liltration  by  the  organic  films  arranged  nroim 
sand  grains  situated  l>eneath  the  surface,  as  has  already  been  i    ■ 
to  on  page  592.  ■ 

Bearing  in  mind  the  facts  EOt  forth  in  the  lour  preceding  pani| 
graphs,  the  significance  of  the  opening  remarks  under  (his  chapter 
on  the  removal  of  clogging  of  filters  Iwcomes  clearer,  and  it  is  plain 
that  a  discussion  from  a  practical  point  of  view  of  the  influence  u[wn 
bacterial  efficiency  of  the  removal  of  clogging  consists  priucipally 
of  a  consideration  of  the  two  chief  factors,  as  follows :  — 

1.  The  depth  of  material  which  is  removed  from  the  surface  by 
scraping, 

2.  The  mechanical  disturbance  uf  the  main  body  of  sand,  canati 
lo  a  greater  or  less  degree  a  separation  from  each  other  of  the  grail 
with  their  coatings,  and  which  may  be  brought  about  either  io  tl 
process  of  scraping  or  in  the  subsequent  process  of  reHliing  tl 
6lter  and  putting  it  in  o[>eration. 

Suggestions  based  on  our  experience  for  overcoming  )hc  latti 
difficulty  are  also  otTcred  as  a  part  of  the  discussion. 

Before  passing  from  the  theoretical  to  the  practical  side  of 
question,  it  is  iostmctive  to  note  tliat  Reinsch,*  in  his  studitM  of  tt 
Allona  filters  since  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  that  inini««]ial 
vicinity,  states  that  too  much  significance  to  the  surface  coaling 
iKsen  given  by  earlier  (jerman  investigators.  This  u«>nfirmatian 
our  experience,  first  stated  in  the  rejiort  of  the  Board  for  ISHl,  i 
of  intereat,  becau.4e,  so  lar  aa  our  kaowlodge  goes,  it  ia  the  Grsl 
Vom  Germany. 
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The  Effect  of  the  Removal  of  Different  Depths  of  the  Surface  Layers 

of  Filters  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency. 

The  surfaces  of  the  61ters  have  been  scraped  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  times  during  the  past  year  to  relieve  clogging.  With 
the  view  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  results  which  would  be  obtained 
under  a  wider  range  of  conditions,  the  filters  have  been  scraped  pur- 
posely in  numerous  instances  to  greater  depths  than  was  the  case  dur- 
ing former  years.  For  this  reason,  and  the  fact  that  the  filters  have 
not  been  operated  in  a  uniform  manner  just  after  the  surfaces  have 
been  scraped,  the  task  of  summarizing  the  results  showing  the  in- 
fluence of  scraping  upon  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  effluents  becomes 
a  somewhat  difficult  one.  The  following  statements,  however,  will 
serve  to  convey  a  general  idea  of  the  results  in  question. 

Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  scrapings  there  was  no  appre- 
ciable efiect  upon  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  effluents  in  fifty-six 
cases ;  in  twenty-five  cases  there  was  a  slight  but  noticeable  increase 
in  the  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  effluent,  but  as  a  general  rule  the 
numbers  in  no  case  exceeded  one  hundred  per  cubic  centimeter ;  and 
in  the  remaining  forty-four  instances  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
bacteria  in  the  effluents  after  scraping  was  marked,  and  the  numbers 
exceeded  one  hundred  per  cubic  centimeter. 

The  next  table  contains  a  summary  of  results  arranged  to  show  the 
influence  exerted  by  the  depth  of  material  removed  from  each  filter 
at  the  several  scrapings.  As  a  matter  of  convenience,  the  depths  are 
divided  into  six  classes.  The  bacterial  results  themselves  are  classi- 
fied after  the  m.ethods  adopted  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  and  are 
designated  as  A,  B  and  C,  respectively.  That  is  to  say.  Class  A 
means  that  there  has  been  no  appreciable  efibct  upon  the  bacterial 
efficiency  ;  to  Class  B  belong  those  results  in  which  there  has  been  a 
distinct  increase  in  the  numbers  of  the  bacteria  in  the  effluent  but  in 
which  the  numbers  seldom,  if  ever,  exceeded  one  hundred  per  cubic 
centimeter ;  and  by  Class  C  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  bacterial 
increases  in  the  effluents  have  been  marked,  and  have  repeatedly 
exceeded  the  above-mentioned  limit. 
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Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  data  in  the  last  table  are  com- 
plicated by  varying  conditions  at  the  time  of  treatment  to  relieve 
clogging,  the  above  results  are  suflBcient  to  indicate  clearly  that 
within  certain  limits  the  e£fect  of  scraping  upon  bacterial  efficiency 
becomes  more  marked  as  the  depth  increases.  Until  the  scraping 
reaches  a  depth  of  about  1  inch  the  evidence  at  hand  goes  to  show 
that  the  influence  of  depth  of  removal  is  comparatively  slight  and 
may  be  almost  completely  disguised  by  other  factors  and  conditions. 
With  depths  of  more  than  1  inch  the  influence  of  the  removal  of 
upper  layers  of  the  filter  upon  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  efiluent 
is  almost  uniformly  a  marked  one. 

The  best  method  which  has  been  found  to  reduce  to  a  minimum  a 
diminution  in  bacterial  efficiency  at  the  time  of  scraping  is  outlined 
beyond.  At  this  time  it  remains  to  be  pointed  out  that  as  the  depth 
of  material  removed  increases,  not  only  do  the  numbers  of  bacteria 
in  the  eflluent  increase  but  the  period  of  lessened  efficiency  also 
becomes  longer. 

In  a  majority  of  instances  the  results  in  the  preceding  table  are 
averages  of  two  to  four  bacterial  analyses  made  at  times  when  the 
first  portion  of  crude  river  water,  which  was  applied  to  the  filter  after 
scraping  of  the  surface,  reached  the  effluent  pipe.  In  passing  it  may 
be  noted  that  this  period  has  been  found  as  a  general  rule  to  be  one 
when  diminished  bacterial  efficiency  after  scraping  is  most  marked. 
With  the  view  to  learn  more  accurately  the  behavior  of  the  filters 
under  this  treatment,  twenty-eight  series  of  analyses  of  from  five  to 
fifteen  samples  each  have  been  made. 

There  are  presented  in  the  next  table  the  results  from  ten  of  the 
above-mentioned  series  of  analyses.  It  is  instructive  to  note  that 
in  some  instances  there  is  no  evidence  at  all, of  diminution  in  the 
efficiency  of  the  filters  to  remove  bacteria.  Where  there  was  a 
decrease  in  bacterial  efficiency  it  is  seen  that  in  some  instances  the 
decrease  was  found  to  last  for  only  a  very  few  hours ;  while  in  other 
and  more  marked  cases  the  diminution  continued  for  several  days, 
as  referred  to  above.  The  number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  river 
water  refers  to  the  date  on  which  the  scraping  took  place. 
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The  cftect  of  scraping  will  be  further  discussed  beyond.  As  it  is 
next  desired  to  present  the  accumulated  evidence  upon  the  effect  of 
raking  the  surfaces  of  water  filters,  this  topic  will  be  dismissed  for 
the  present  with  the  statement,  which  is  made  plain  by  the  last  table, 
that  in  studying  the  effect  of  scraping  upon  bacterial  efficiency  the 
(juestion  of  conditions  under  which  the  treatment  is  made  is  a  matter 
of  prime  importance. 

The  Eject  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency  of  Raking  the  Surfaces  of  Fil- 
ters to  a  Depth  of  about  1  Inch  to  relieve  Clogging. 

In  order  to  learn  whether  or  not  it  would  be  more  economical  to 
rake  the  surfaces  of  filters  when  clogged,  rather  than  to  uniformly 
scrape  them,  about  one-half  of  the  filters  have  been  subjected  to  the 
former  treatment  during  the  fall  months.  It  has  been  the  custom  to 
rake  the  surface,  whenever  it  is  clogged,  to  a  depth  of  about  1  inch ; 
eventually  there  comes  a  time  of  course  when  the  upper  inch  con- 
tains so  much  sediment  and  stored  organic  matter  that  it  is  necessary 
to  remove  it  by  scraping,  as  in  the  case  of  sewage  filters.  At  the 
outset  of  this  special  experiment  it  was  thought  that  perhaps  this 
treatment  would  increase  the  yield  of  efiiuent  per  unit  volume  of 
sand  removed  froto  the  surface.  The  reason  for  this  belief  lay  in  the 
fact  that  where  0.5  inch  or  so  is  removed  by  scraping  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  removed  layer  contains  less  clogging  material  than  the 
upper  layer.  By  means  of  raking  it  was  thought  that  possibly  the 
entire  layer  to  be  removed  could  be  more  uniformly  clogged,  and 
thereby  the  cost  of  operation  of  the  filter  decreased. 

The  surfaces  of  the  filters  have  been  raked  seventy-five  times  to 
relieve  clogging  during  the  past  year.  In  thirty-three  cases  no  appre- 
ciable diminution  in  bacterial  efficiency  has  followed  this  treatment ; 
there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  power  of  removal  of  bacteria  by 
the  filters  in  twelve  cases,  but  in  practically  none  of  these  instances 
did  the  number  of  bacteria  exceed  one  hundred  per  cubic  centimeter ; 
but  in  the  remaining  thirty  cases  the  diminution  was  marked,  and 
exceeded  the  above-mentioned  limit  with  regard  to  numbers  of  bac- 
teria in  the  effluent. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience  in  presenting  a  more  detailed  state- 
ment in  tabular  form  of  the  bacterial  results  obtained  from  raking, 
the  same  classification  which  was  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  results 
from  scraping  is  used  in  the  following  table,  in  which  the  three 
grades  of  results  described  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  are  known  as 
A,  B  and  C,  respectively. 
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^^B                                                                                       Inlannlusai  niMn.                                                                        ^H 

^1                Comparison  of  the  available  results  from  raking  the  surfaces  of  1 
^M            tillers  to  a  depth  of  ahout  1  inch  to  relieve  clogging  with  those  frum  I 

^1            there  is  substuiitiully  no  difference  in  the  effect  upon  the  bac-lerial  1 
^H            contents  of    the  elUuents,  althoufih   the  nuuibeiu   themselves   wheo  H 
^1           preciselv  considered  indicate  that  there  is  a  slight  advantaf^  in  fnvnr'H 
^M          of  scraping.     After  tbis  metbod  had  been  lollowetl  tor  some  time  ii'fl 
^B           was  learned  that  the  economical  results  obtained  during  the  first  few 
^1            weeks  of  nppHcation  would  not  continue,  because  it  became  necessary 

^B            by  raking,  in  order  to  remove  the  clogged  layer  at  the  junction  of 
^B          the  disturlted  and  undisturbed  layers.     From  a  hygienic  point  of 
^H          view  tbia  treatment  was  unfortunate,   because  it  caused  a  marked 
^^k        diminution  in  bacleriul  efficiency  at  the  time  of  semping  to  a  <lepUi  J 
^H         of  more  than   1  inch.     It  is  possible  that   somewhat  better  nosaltsH 
^^1         might  have  lieen  obtained   if  the  rakings  had  been  progressive,  thatfl 
^^H         is  to  say,  it'  the  surface  was  raked  al>out  0.5  inch  in  depth  the  firtit^| 
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time  and  a  little  deeper  on  each  subsequent  occasion.  Bat,  all  things 
considered,  the  treatment  of  clogged  surfaces  of  water  filters  by 
raking  does  not  appear  to  be  so  successful  as  by  scraping,  under  the 
conditions  which  exist  at  Lawrence. 


The  Effect  of  Spading  over  the  Surface  of  a  Filter  to  a  Depth  of  6 

IncheSj  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency. 

On  November  28  the  surface  of  intermittent  Filter  No.  3  B  was 
spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  about  6  inches  for  experimental  purposes. 
The  diminution  which  it  caused  in  the  bacterial  efficiency  was  very 
marked,  and  continued  to  be  so  until  and  after  December  6,  when 
the  surface  became  clogged.  The  bacterial  results  were  so  abnormal 
that  for  the  period  November  28-December  6  they  are  presented  in 
the  next  table.  During  this  time  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the 
applied  river  water  averaged  about  12,000  per  cubic  centimeter. 
As  will  be  seen  in  the  more  complete  bacterial  tables  beyond,  it  was 
nearly  three  weeks  before  normal  results  were  obtained. 


Bacteria  per  Cubic  Ceniimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  3  B. 

Datb. 

Hoar. 

Bacteria. 

Bemarki. 

1804. 

Not.  28,  . 

28,. 
28.. 
28,. 
28,. 
28,. 
80.. 
Deo.    1. . 

2,.       . 

8,.        . 

4,.        . 

6..        , 

• 

8.00  A.M. 
12.30  F.X. 
2.00  P.X. 
8.00  P.X. 
4.00  P.X. 
6.00  PX. 

160 
1.680 
2,606 

080 
1,260 
1.120 
1.800 

786 

660 
846 
880 

Before  ■pedlng. 

Spading  completed  and  water  applied  from  the  top  at 
10.60  A.x.    Oatlet  gate  waa  not  oloeed. 

Thla  and  remaining  nnmbere  are  ayeragee  of  foar  analy- 
•ee. 

• 
Barftiee  clogged  again. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  recall  that  the  disturbance 
to  a  depth  of  1  foot  in  the  case  of  Filters  Nos.  33  A  and  41  was  fol- 
lowed by  only  very  slight  and  temporary  increases  in  the  bacterial 
contents  of  the  effluents,  as  was  noted  in  the  1893  report,  page  466. 
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to  the  lateral  and  upward  motion  which  the  water  possesses  < 
necessity  when  applied  to  one  place  on  the  surface  of  a  filter.  Whi 
this  method  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  with  a  water  contai 
ing  comparatively  little  suspended  matter,  it  might  not  be  the  ca 
with  a  very  turbid  water,  owing  to  an  unequal  deposition  of  sed 
ment  on  the  surface,  thereby  causing  an  irregular  rate  of  flow  throoj 
the  upper  surface  of  the  filtering  material. 

Limitation  to  the  Theory  that  the  Beneficial  Remits  which  a 
obtained  from  allowing  Water  to  stand  on  the  Surface  aft 
scraping  and  before  starting  are  largely  due  to  JDq>osition  < 
Suspended  Matter  on  the  Surface  of  the  Sand. 

From  experience  abroad  in  the  operation  of  large  filters  whii 
receive  turbid  waters,  it  has  been  found  to  be  advantageous  to  alio 
the  crude  river  water  to  stand  for  some  hours  on  the  surface  of  a  filt 
just  after  it  has  been  scraped,  with  its  pores  filled  with  water,  ai 
before  it  is  put  in  operation.  It  is  generally  understood  that  tl 
reason  why  this  treatment  is  an  advantage  is  because  a  layer  of  su 
pended  matter  is  formed  upon  the  surface  of  the  sand. 

Beneficial  results  from  allowing  Merrimack  River  water  to  stai 
on  the  surface  of  freshly  scraped  filters,  with  closed  outlets,  ba^ 
been  noted.  The  special  point,  however,  to  which  it  is  desired 
call  attention  at  this  time  is  that  this  treatment  has  been  found  to  1 
advantageous  even  in  those  instances  when  the  Merrimack  Riv 
water  has  contained,  comparatively  speaking,  practically  no  su 
pended  matter. 

The  Effect  of  Winter  Weather  upon  Bacterial  Efficienc 

So  far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes  no  direct  influence  of  wint 
weather  upon  the  removal  of  bacteria  by  filtration  has  been  noted, 

It  is  true  that  in  several  instances  unsatisfactory  bacterial  resul 
have  been  obtained  during  the  winter  months  from  Filters  Nos.  3 
and  8  A,  which  are  unprotected  from  the  weather.  In  all  cases  it 
believed  that  these  results  have  come  from  conditions  which  are  i 
dependent  of  the  season,  or  from  circumstances  which  have  affects 
the  results  indirectly  and  which  do  not  of  necessity  belong  to  tl 
process  of  water  filtration.  Prominent  among  the  circumstances 
question  has  been  the  occasional  freezing  of  the  surface  of  intermi 
tent  Filter  No.  3  B  at  times  when  it  has  been  drained  in  order 
allow  the  poie^  to  fiVV  ^Uk  %\t«    ThA  quIy  remaiaing  oonditioD  Im< 
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iDg  to  abnormal  bacterial  results  U  the  disarrangiemeDt  of  tbe  surface 
of  tbe  sand,  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  ice  from  the  gurfuce  uf  tbe 
water.  Id  several  instaQces  the  brokea  ice  has  uoavoidubly  ploughed 
the  surface  of  tbe  sand  and  caused  tbe  water  to  pass  through  tbe 
sand  at  unequal  rates  of  filtration. 

The  relation  of  the  small  in-door  experimental  filters  to  winter 
weather  has  already  been  fully  explained  on  page  579.  For  tem- 
peratures of  the  air  ia  winter  and  the  local  precipitation  of  snow 
and  rain,  reference  is  made  to  tbe  tables  on  pages  526  and  457. 

The  Effect  of  Depths  of  Filtering  Material  upon  Bacterial 
Efficiency, 

Tbe  results  obtained  during  18^3  upon  this  point  showed  that, 
while  the  deepest  filters  were  most  efficient  in  the  removal  of  bac- 
teria, the  shallower  ones  were  fairly  satisfactory,  on  the  whole,  and 
very  efficient  under  favorable  conditions.  Particularly  instructive 
results  were  obtained  from  Filter  No.  39,  which  contained  above 
the  5  inches  of  under-drain  (stones,  gravel  and  coarse  sand)  only  1 
inch  of  filtering  material.  The  bacterial  contents  of  the  etHuent  of 
this  filter  compared  favorably  with  those  from  5-foot  filters  when 
there  was  no  disturbance  of  the  shallow  filtering  layer;  when  there 
was  a  disturbance  tbe  diminution  in  bacterial  efficiency  woa  very 
marked,  as  might  be  expected. 

At  this  time  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  bacterial  results  from 
Filters  Nos.  38  and  42,  which  are  composed  of  the  same  material, 
and  which  are  20  and  10  inches  deep,  respectively.  These  filters 
were  operated,  as  described  Iwyond,  from  May  to  December  1,  at  a 
rale  of  filtration  ecjuivalent  to  3,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
The  number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  river  water  averaged  19,900 
per  cubic  centimeter,  while  tbe  average  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the 
eflluents  of  the  two  filters  were  37  and  105,  respectively.  The 
usual  numbers  of  bacteria  obtained  under  normal  conditions  from 
these  filters  are  lower  and  more  nearly  equal,  as  will  be  noted  in  the 
tables  of  analyses  beyond,  and  the  significance  of  the  above  averages 
is  that  Filter  No.  42  felt  more  severely  tbe  effect  of  disturbing  in- 
fluences which  were  also  more  numerous  than  in  the  case  of  Filter 
No.  38. 

Instructive  results  have  also  been  obtained  from  Filter  No.  46, 
which  contains  12  incbes  id  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.29 
millimeter  and  which  has  been  operated  at  a  rate  of  2,500,000  gal- 
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Ions  per  acre  daily.  The  average  Durobers  of  bacteria  per  cubi 
centimeter  in  the  applied  water  and  in  the  effluent  were  19,900  an< 
75,  respectively.  The  latter  number  includes  some  abnormal  re 
suits,  but  fewer  than  in  the  case  of  either  Filter  No.  38  or  42. 

The  normal  removal  of  bacteria  by  Filter  No.  7  A,  2  feet  in  depth 
compared  quite  favorably  on  the  whole  with  that  of  Filters  Nos.  3  1 
and  8  A,  which  are  constructed  of  5  feet  in  depth  of  the  same  mate 
rial.  The  age  of  the  filters,  rate  of  filtration  and  other  factors  dii 
fered  so  that  for  further  information  reference  is  made  to  the  detailed 
account  beyond  of  the  work  of  the  filters. 

As  the  evidence  now  stands  it  appears  that  filters  of  2  feet,  o 
even  1  foot,  in  depth  yield  practically  as  satisfactory  bacterial  re 
suits  as  do  deeper  filters,  provided  there  is  no  disturbing  influence 
There  are  substantial  reasons  for  the  belief  that  these  are  not  necce 
sarily  a  part  of  the  process  of  filtration,  but  if  they  do  occur  thei 
influence  upon  the  eflSiciency  of  filtration  is  not  only  more  marker 
but  also  of  longer  duration  in  the  case  of  filters  1  to  2  feet  deep  tba 
with  deeper  filtei*s. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  shallow  filters  may  be  constructed  at  a  les 
cost  than  deep  ones  the  consideration  of  the  most  satisfactory  depti 
of  filtering  materials  is  an  important  matter.  From  the  availabl 
evidence  it  is  questionable  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  free 
all  points  of  view  to  construct  filters  say  3  feet  in  depth,  and,  froD 
the  results  of  this  economy  in  construction,  devote  more  attentioi 
to  the  operation  of  the  filter  plant.  In  this  connection  it  should  h 
borne  in  mind  that  filters  of  5  feet  in  depth  as  well  as  those  3  foe 
deep  must  receive  intelligent  operation  and  careful  supervision  ii 
order  that  they  may  produce  uniformly  satisfactory  results  from  i 
hygienic  point  of  view.  Final  discussion  upon  this  point  is  deferred 
until  more  evidence  is  available,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  thi 
is  one  of  the  most  important  questions  to  be  investigated  here 
after. 

Iteason  %ohy  Deep  Filters  are  more  Uniformly  Efficient  than 

Shalloto  Ones. 

This  question  has  received  considerable  attention  during  the  pas 
year.  For  some  time  it  has  been  known  that  under  some  circum 
stances,  other  conditions  being  equal,  the  effluents  of  filters  from  ! 
to  2  feet  deep  have  contained  as  little  organic  matter  and  as  mad 
nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates  aa   effluents  from  deeper  filteia 
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This  has  not  been  found  to  be  so  under  all  conditions  of  the  Merri- 
mack River  water  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  however,  although 
numerous  results  have  been  obtained  which  would  point  in  that 
direction.  Nevertheless,  comparative  study  of  the  individual  results 
of  chemical  and  bacterial  analyses  of  effluents  appears  to  fail  to 
attribute  differences  in  bacterial  contents  of  effluents  of  filters  of  dif- 
ferent depths  to  differences  in  the  composition  of  the  effluents  them- 
selves. Further  investigations  upon  the  filtering  materials  themselves 
have  therefore  been  made  with  the  view  to  obtain  additional  light 
upon  this  problem. 

The  results  in  detail  of  chemical  and  bacterial  analyses  of  samples 
of  sand  taken  from  different  depths  of  the  various  filters  have  been 
presented  on  pages  601-604.  After  the  discussion  which  has  been 
given  on  the  effect  of  age  of  filters,  of  surface  coatings,  of  deep  scrap- 
ing and  raking  upon  bacterial  efficiency  it  is  hardly  necessary  at  this 
point  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  importance  of  the  organic  matter 
which  is  arranged  as  films  around  the  sand  grains. 

In  order  to  show,  for  the  purpose  of  discussion  of  the  problem  in 
question,  the  amount  of  organic  matter  and  the  bacteria  found  in  the 
materials  of  filters  in  successful  operation  there  has  been  prepared 
the  following  table,  which  contains  the  average  results  from  ten 
five-foot  filters.  Of  this  number,  all  of  which  were  in  successful 
operation  when  examined,  four  have  been  intermittent  filters ;  the 
remainder  have  been  operated  continuously. 


Table  showing  the  Average  Results  of  Chemical  and  Bacterial  Analyses  of  Sand 

from  Ten  FiUers,  Dec.  1, 1S94, 


Dbpth  from  Aurfack 

(1NUUK8). 

Organic  Nitrogen. 

Part*  per  100,000 

by  Wtigbt  of 

Dry  band. 

Baetorla 
per  Oram. 

• 
• 

Dbpth  from  Ruvaob 
(Imchm). 

Organic  Nitrogen. 

Part*  per  100.000 

by  Weight  of 

Dry  Sand. 

Bacteria 
p«r  Gram. 

0-i^.       .       .       . 

1.   .     .     .     . 

8 

« 

12.      ...        . 

20.0 
0.6 
6.4 
4.7 
4.0 

6,600.000 

1.040,000 

720.000 

800.000 

90.000 

24,    ...       . 
86,    •       .       .       . 
48,    •        .        •        . 
60,    .        .       •        . 

2.8 
1.6 
1.2 
1.2 

47,000 
85,000 
20,000 
26,000 

Upon  examination  of  these  results  with  regard  to  their  relation  to 
the  influence  of  depth  of  material  upon  bacterial  efficiency  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  marked  increases  in  the  bacterial  contents  of  the  efflu- 
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ent  occur  when  the  surfaces  are  ecraped  to  a  depth  of  2  or  3  mchta 
or  when  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  6  inches,  as  in  the  case  of  Filter 
No.  3B  (seepage  629). 

This  tiible  shows  that  the  organic  matter  and  bacteria  are  highest 
in  the  portion  of  the  filter  where  the  greatest  amount  of  work  is 
done,  and  the  upper  foot  shows  evidence  of  having  done  by  far  the 
largest  amount  of  work.  The  next  two  feet  show  the  results  of 
operation  but  in  a  diminishing  degree. 

In  passing  it  may  be  stated  that  in  the  discussion  beyond  upoo  the 
effect  of  method  of  application  of  water  on  chemical  purilicatioa 
evidence  will  be  found  that  it  is  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter  that 
nitrification  chiefly  occurs.  From  the  results  of  our  studies  of 
shallow  filters  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  composition  of  filters 
1,  2  or  3  feet  deep,  other  conditions  being  equal,  would  be  simttar 
to  corresponding  upper  portions  of  5-foot  filters,  as  shown  Id  Um 
Inst  table. 

Let  us  turn  back  to  the  last  table  and  compare  the  aiuouDt  of 
organic  matter  stored  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  filters.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  amount  of  organic  matter  serves  to  indicate  the 
degree  to  which  gelatinous  films  are  arranged  around  the  grains; 
and  also  that  the  sand  contained  originally  a  somewhat  variable 
amount  of  organic  matter  which  averaged  about  0.85  part  per  100,- 
000  by  weight  of  dry  sand.  The  organic  matter  arranged  as  films 
around  the  grains  of  the  third  foot  of  material  from  the  top  is  seen  to 
lie  much  in  excess  of  the  original  amount;  the  fourth  foot  contains  a 
much  smaller  and  a  gradually  decreasing  amount ;  while  in  the  fiftb 
foot  the  quantity  is  very  slightly  in  excess  of  that  originally  present 
and  there  is  as  much  at  the  bottom  as  at  the  top  of  this  seclioD  of 
the  filters. 

The  evidence  at  band  indicates  that  the  films  of  organic  matli 
arranged  around  the  grains  in  the  lower  portion  of  deep  filters  ar« 
an  important  factor  in  the  explanation  of  the  greater  and  more  uni- 
form eflSciency  of  deep  filters  in  the  removal  of  bacteria.  It  is  po.4ei- 
ble  that  there  are  other  important  factors,  but  none  have  been  noted 
which  compare  in  importance  with  the  one  mentioned. 


lo 
.a 
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The    Effect  op  the  Amount  op  Loss    of  Head  upon    Bac- 

TERIAL     EPFICIENCr. 

Id  the  last  report  it  was  stated  thnt,  contrary  to  some  European 
experieuce,  the  experimental  filters  at  Lawrence  under  ordinary 
conditions  show  do  diminution  in  the  removal  of  bacteria  when  the 
loss  of  head  of  measurement  of  the  fiiotional  resistance  to  the  pas- 
sage of  water  reaches  70  inches.  The  results  obtained  during  1894 
confirm  the  earlier  ones  and  make  it  plain  that  high  numberH  of  bac- 
teria in  the  effluents  do  not  of  necessity  follow  high  losses  of  head. 
From  oui'  ex)>erience  with  water  filters  it  may  be  added  that  in  some 
cases  abnormal  bacterial  results  may  be  due  to  one  or  both  of  the 
following  causes :  — 

1.  To  unequal  rates  of  filtration  of  water  through  the  surface  of 
the  filtering  area.  This  state  of  afi'airs  could  be  caused  by  several 
conditions  and  would  probably  be  more  marked  with  a  turbid  than 
a  clear  water,  owing  to  the  unequal  deposition  of  sediment  upon  the 
surface  of  the  sand. 

2.  The  lack  of  oxygen  in  continuous  filters,  which  might  exhibit  a 
growth  of  bacteria  at  a  time  when  the  accumulation  of  organic  mat- 
ter at  the  surface  was  great  and  when  necessarily  the  loss  of  head 
was  also  great. 

Beginning  September  6  a  change  was  made  in  the  operation  of  the 
filters  by  which  tbe  maximum  loss  of  head  was  reduced  16  to  18 
inches.  In  the  case  of  5-foot  filters  this  means  that  the  maximum 
loss  of  head  was  reduced  from  70  or  72  inches  to  52  or  54  inches. 
The  reasons  why  this  experiment  was  undertaken  were  as  follows : 
from  the  description  and  results  of  the  operation  of  water  filters  in  this 
and  preceding  reports  it  is  plain  that  the  mechanical  disturbance  of 
the  main  body  of  filtering  material,  at  the  time  of  filling  filters  just 
after  scraping,  and  especially  in  the  case  of  intermittent  filters  just 
after  the  period  of  draining  and  of  rest,  is  a  matter  which  must 
receive  citreful  consideration  in  the  maintenance  of  uniform  bacterial 
efficiency.  It  was  thought  that  an  arrangement  of  the  trap  on  the 
outlet  pipe,  whereby  the  under-drains  and  the  lower  foot  of  filtering 
material  would  constantly  have  their  pores  filled  with  water,  might 
aid  in  maintaining  uniform  etEciency  by  keeping  the  lower  portion 
of  the  filter  comparatively  free  from  the  disturbances  noted. 

Before  the  experiment  was  undertaken  it  was  learned  by  actual 
experiment  that  nitrification  took   place   for  the   most  part  in  the 
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upper  portion  of  the  filtering  mnterinl.  The  evidence  at  hand  also 
showed  that  the  loss  of  head  increased  very  quickly,  comparatively 
epealiing,  from  5b  to  70  inches,  and  that  the  total  yield  of  etHaent 
between  scrapings  at  the  former  limit  (55  ioohes)  would  be  more 
than  90  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  latter. 

It  has  been  found  that  from  a  bacterial  point  of  view  the  large  fil- 
ters placed  out  of  doors  feel  the  efl'ect  of  unequal  rates  of  Gltrattoo, 
due  to  the  presence  of  channels  in  the  sand,  more  than  is  the  case 
with  the  smaller  (M-inch)  filters.  Accordingly,  an  outline  of  the 
results  obtained  from  this  treatment  of  Filter  No.  3  B  will  be  given. 

On  September  (5,  the  trap  on  the  outlet  of  intermittent  Filter  \o. 
3  B  was  ruii^ed  so  that  the  lower  foot  of  sand  should  remain  satu- 
rated. The  rate  of  filtration  was  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  higher  trap  no  change  in  the  methfid 
of  operation  was  made.  The  bacterial  results  seemed  to  indicate  ihkt 
the  ability  to  remove  bacteria  was  somewhat  greater  after  this  change, 
especially  during  the  first  few  days  after  the  surface  of  the  6Uer  had 
been  scraped.  In  support  of  this  there  are  presented  in  the  follow- 
ing  table  the  average  bacterial  results  by  weeks  for  the  four  vt-geks 
preceding  and  the  four  weeks  following  this  change  of  treatment. 

Table  Khowing  n  Comparison  of  Wc-kiy  Avcrni/es  of  Che  Number  of  Btcleria  ptr 
Cuhir  Cenlimfler  in  Samples  taken  at  Different  Uourn  of  (he  Daif  from  t 
Effluent  of  Inlcrmillent  Filter  No.  3  B. 

Aug.  is-Stpt.S.  1S94. 
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It  is  probable  that  other  factors  may  have  had  some  influence  in 
producing  the  more  uQiforra  results  obtained  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  period  covered  by  the  results  in  the  last  table.  But  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  more  satisfactory  results  obtaioed  after  reducing  the 
available  head  were  due  in  part  to  this  change. 

With  the  large  continuous  filters,  Nos.  7  A  and  8  A,  the  influence 
of  the  higher  traps  was  less  marked  than  in  the  case  of  the  intermit- 
tent filter  referred  to  above,  but  there  wore  indications  that  this 
treatment  aided  in  maintaining  more  nearly  normal  results  just  after 
scraping.  With  the  smaller  20-inch  filters  the  effect  of  the  change 
was  still  less  marked,  because  they  are  too  small  to  feel  seriously 
the  influence  of  unequal  rates  of  filtration.  There  has  been  a  slight 
improvement,  however,  in  the  bacterial  results  from  the  small  inter- 
mittent filters  of  coarse  materials,  Nos.  47  and  18  A. 

As  the  area  of  tiltering  surfaces  is  increased  it  is  probable  that  the 
beneficial  effect  of  some  such  treatment  as  this  would  become  more 
marked.  It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  lowest 
foot  of  a  water  filter  appears  to  be  the  least  efficient  in  the  removal 
of  bacteria.  Owing  to  the  possibility  of  complications  with  other 
important  factors  and  to  the  short  duration  of  these  experiments  it 
does  not  appear  advisalile  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  line  of  treatment. 


The  Effect  of  Size  of  Sand  Grains  upon  Bacterial  Efficienct. 
The  evidence  which  has  been  obtained  with  respect  to  the  size  of 
sand  grains  plainly  shows  that  the  chief  points  to  be  considered  in 
this  connection  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  eSect  of  difl'erences  in  the  size  of  grains  of  filtering  ma- 
terials is  shown  to  a  marked  degree  by  the  differences  in  length  of 
time  required  for  filters  of  new  material  to  yield  effluents  of  normal 
bacterial  contents. 

2.  As  the  size  of  sand  grains  increases  the  effect  upon  bacterial 
efficiency  of  such  disturbing  conditions  as  deep  scraping,  unequal 
rates  of  filtration,  etc.,  becomes  more  marked,  even  in  the  case  of 
filters  which  have  been  several  years  in  operation. 

3.  This  last  fact  is  well  brought  out  by  a  study  and  comparison 
of  the  results  obtained  from  Filters  Nos,  18  A  and  .50,  constructed 
of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.48  millimeter.  The  marked  su- 
periority during  the  summer  and  early  fall  of  Filter  No,  18  A  which 
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was  put  in  operatioo  in  September,  1889,  points  clearly  to  the  fict 
tbiit  filters  as  they  grow  old  in  Berviue  resemble  finer  ones  more  ud 
more. 

Owing  to  the  complications  arising  from  differences  in  chemicd 
composition  of  snnd  grains,  age  of  filter  and  other  fuctors.  it  seenu 
unnecessary  to  tabulute  the  results  on  this  point.  More  light 
will  be  obtained  from  the  study  of  the  results  ia  detail  as  {oaiM 
beyond. 

The  discussion  upon  this  topic  may  be  closed  with  the  stutemeoi 
that  under  the  condilionB  which  have  prevailed  at  Lawieace  sati»« 
factory  removiil  of  bacteria  from  water  may  be  obtained  from  8an4. 
of  a  size  which  must  bo  uniform  throughout  the  filter  but  which' 
may  range  from  0.14  to  0.38  millimeter  for  effective  size.  Sand  i 
coarse  as  0.48  millimeter  efiective  size  (Filters  Nos.  18  A  and  50] 
requires  a  longer  period  of  operation  to  yield  normal  results. 


The  Effect  of  the  Composition  of  the  Unfiltered  Wt 
UPON  Bacterial  Efpioienot. 

The  data  upon  water  filtration  have  been  obtained  exclusirell 
with  the  Merrimack  River  water,  although  there  has  been  considei 
able  variation  in  the  conditions  under  which  it  has  been  stutlie 
Kot  only  have  the  difi'crences  arising  from  changing  sensoos  aai 
from  storms  and  freshets  been  noted,  but  considerable  attcnliun  hu 
been  given  during  the  past  year  to  the  filtration  of  the  ri%'er  vrnter 
after  it  has  passed  through  the  filter  and  distributing  system  of  tba 
Lawrence  Water  Works. 

Comparison  of  the  bacterial  results  obtained  from  the  filtration  of 
the  Merrimack  River  water  and  the  Lawrence  city  (filtered)  water 
has  been  given  on  pages  589,  590.  where  it  was  shown  that  the  for- 
mer water,  containing  more  organic  matter  in  solution,  offered  sonM- 
marked  advantages,  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  for  treatin«iit  bj^ 
filtration. 

The  amount  of  free  oxygen  which  is  dissolved  in  the  nnftltera 
water  is  a  matter  of  importance,  and  the  quantity  varies  not  only  i 
the  case  of  different  waters  but  in  the  case  of  the  same  water  at  dtl^i 
ferent  seasons  of  the  year.  The  chief  significance  of  the  amount  of 
oxygen  is  its  relation  to  the  amount  of  organic  matter  present  ig 
the  unfiltered  water.     This  point  should  he  considered  io  decidin 
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whether  a  water  filter  should  be  operated  intermittently  or  continu- 
ouely. 

The  available  evidence  shows  clearly  that  there  are  some  waters 
which  are  saturated  with  oxygen  and  contain  a  small  amount  of 
organic  matter,  and  which  may  be  filtered  by  the  continuous  method 
under  proper  conditions  with  thoroughly  satisfactory  bacterial  re- 
sults. On  the  other  hand,  the  successful  liltration  by  the  ordinary 
continuous  method  of  a  water  which  contains  much  organic  matter 
and  very  little  or  no  free  oxygen  is  absolutely  out  of  questioD. 


The  Effect  of  the  Method  of  Appi.ication  of  Water  to  the 
Filters  upon  Bacterial  Efficiency. 

In  1894  a  change  was  made  in  the  method  of  operating  filters 
intermittently,  and  this  change  will  first  be  described,  together  with 
its  efi'ect  npon  the  removal  of  bacteria.  The  continuous  filters  have 
of  necessity  been  operated  in  substantially  the  same  manner  as  in 
former  years. 

During  1893  the  intermittent  filters  were  operated  as  follows  :  at 
5  A.M.,  after  draining  over  night,  the  untrapped  outlet  was  closed 
and  the  water  turned  on  at  the  top,  causing  the  air  in  the  pores  of 
the  sand  to  be  forced  out  at  the  surface.  When  the  surface  was 
covered  and  the  larger  part  of  the  air  driven  out  of  the  pores  (about 
7.30  A.M.)  the  gate  of  the  outlet  pipe  was  opened  to  give  the  pre- 
scribed rate  and  the  surface  kept  covered  with  water.  At  i*  p.m.  the 
water  was  shut  otfand  the  filter  allowed  to  drain.  Cinder  these  con- 
ditions of  operation  it  was  shown  in  the  1893  report  that  the  inter- 
mittent filters  gave  less  uniform  and  loss  satisfactory  bacterial  results 
than  continuous  filters,  owing  to  mechanical  disturbances  of  the  sand 
by  the  escaping  air. 

Beginning  the  first  week  in  June,  1894,  the  method  of  operation 
of  intermittent  filters  was  changed  as  follows  :  at  6.30  a.m.  the  appli- 
cation of  water  was  stopped  and  the  filter  allowed  to  drain  for  two 
hours  from  the  time  when  the  surface  was  first  uncovered.  Water 
was  again  applied  and  the  gate  of  the  outlet  pipe  kept  constantly 
open.  This  caused  the  air  to  be  forced  downward  through  the  out- 
let and  largely  prevented  disturbance  at  the  surface.  The  bacterial 
purification  became  more  uniform,  as  is  brought  out  by  the  following 
table,  in  which  are  given  the  weekly  averages  of  the  numbers  of 
bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter  io  the  applied  water  and  in  the  effluents 
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of  intermittent  Filter  Xo.  3  B,  and  of  its  contiDuoua  mate.  Filter  So. 
8  A,  for  tlie  five  weeks  preceding  and  the  five  weeks  following  thij 
change  in  method  of  operation.     The  conditions  were  as  nearly  alike 
as  possible  during  this  period,  except  the  miinner  of  application  of 
water  to  Filter  No.  3  B. 

Cubic  CmaiiMter  in  Samples  taken  at  Different  Sours  of  the  Day  from  Eflm- 

April30-Ju»t2,1894. 
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In  studying  the  latter  part  of  the  last  table  it  will  be  seen  tbnt 
during  the  weeks  ending  June  16  and  July  7  the  bacterial  resalta 
from  Filter  No.  3  B  were  very  uniform,  while  there  was  considerable 
variation  during  the  other  weeks  of  this  period.  The  explanation 
of  this  is  that  in  the  two  weeks  mentioned  there  was  no  scraping  of 
the  surface,  while  the   influence  of  this  treatment   was   felt  during 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  WATER.  643 

each  of  the  other  three  weeks.  From  observations  of  the  filter  it 
appeared  that  for  a  few  days  following  scraping  the  water,  when 
applied  to  the  surface  after  draining,  passed  through  the  sand  near 
the  point  of  application  at  a  very  rapid  rate  of  filtration,  while  the 
surface  covered  very  slowly.  When  there  was  an  accumulation  of 
sediment  upon  the  surface  the  water,  upon  application  to  the  drained 
sand,  distributed  itself  over  the  whole  surface  much  more  quickly 
and  the  action  of  the  whole  filter  was  more  uniform.  It  was  re- 
peated observations  of  this  nature  that  led  to  the  change  in  the  traps, 
as  has  been  described  under  loss  of  head  on  page  637. 

In  arranging  the  bacterial  results  to  show  the  relative  efiSiciency  of 
intermittent  and  continuous  filters  the  average  results  for  the  entire 
daily  yield  of  the  intermittent  filters  have  been  taken.  That  is,  the 
numbers  obtained  just  after  refilling  following  a  period  of  rest,  which 
have  been  higher  at  times  than  at  other  periods  of  the  day,  have 
been  averaged  in  the  proper  ratio  with  those  numbers  representing 
the  remainder  of  the  daily  (twenty-four  hours)  flow. 

The  average  numbers  of  bacteria  obtained  in  this  manner  from  the 
several  pairs  of  intermittent  and  continuous  filters  from  September 
1  to  November  30  inclusive  are  presented  in  the  table  below.  From 
the  early  portion  of  the  report  on  water  filtration  it  will  be  recalled 
that  Filters  Nos.  33  A,  41,  43,  44,  45  and  47  were  allowed  to  rest 
until  about  July  20,  and  had  attained  normal  bacterial  efficiency 
again  by  September  1,  when  traps  were  arranged  in  each  case  so 
that  the  under-drains  and  lower  portion  of  filtering  material  were 
constantly  saturated  with  water.  The  traps  were  similarly  arranged 
September  6  on  Filters  Nos.  3B  and  8  A,  which  had  been  in  con- 
tinuous service  since  the  preceding  September.  In  comparing  the 
results  from  the  coarse  Filter  No.  50  with  those  from  Filter  No. 
18  A  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  former  was  constructed  July 
23,  1894,  while  the  latter  was  constructed  Sept.  17,  1889;  the 
trap  to  each  of  those  filters  was  arranged  similarly  to  those  of  the 
filters  mentioned  above. 
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Table  ihowing  Comparison  of  the  Average  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centi' 
meter  in  Effluents  of  Continuous  and  Intermittent  Filters. 


Date. 

September. 

October. 

KoTember. 

ATerefei. 

Applied  water, .... 

20,000 

20,000 

10,800 

10,800 

Filter  No.  8  B,  lotermlttent,  , 

87 

01 

104 

07 

8A,  coDtlnaoai,    , 

10 

86 

147 

67 

18  A,  Intermittent,  , 

180 

880 

101 

182 

60,  contlnnone,        , 

288 

268 

100 

214 

41,  Intermittent, 

16 

28 

60 

M 

83  A,  contlnnone,    , 

82 

160 

87 

78 

45,  Intermittent,      , 

60 

106 

108 

109 

43,  conUnnoui,        , 

108 

488 

141 

220 

47,  Intermittent, 

118 

401 

206 

241 

44,  continuous. 

70 

276 

61 

184 

Of  the  several  sets  of  results  presented  in  the  above  table  those 
from  Filters  Nos.  3  B  and  8  A  are  of  the  most  value,  owing  to  the 
size  of  the  filters  and  to  the  marked  similarity  in  many  of  their  feat- 
ures of  construction  and  operation.  These  results  show  that  the 
bacterial  efficiency  of  the  continuous  filter  was  greater  than  that  of 
the  intermittent  filter.  Three  comparisons,  however,  of  the  five 
given  in  the  last  table  indicate  the  number  of  bacteria  were  higher  in 
the  effluents  of  the  continuous  filters ;  and  the  average  number  of  bac- 
teria per  cubic  centimeter  in  all  of  the  effluents  of  the  continuous  and 
intermittent  filters  was  143  and  133,  respectively.  With  regard  to 
uniformity  of  efficiency  the  advantage  has  apparently  lain  with  the 
continuous  filters. 

It  is  evident  from  the  statements  made  earlier  in  the  discussion  on 
water  filtration  that  all  of  the  average  results  presented  above  have 
been  more  or  less  influenced  by  such  treatments  as  fluctuating  rates 
of  filtration,  deep  scraping  and  raking,  etc.,  conditions  which  should 
be  avoided  in  actual  practice.  A  detailed  study  of  the  individual 
results,  furthermore,  shows  that  the  normal  bacterial  results  from 
intermittent  and  continuous  filters  are  more  nearly  equal  than 
appears  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  averages  given  above. 
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Conclusions. 

All  things  taken  into  consideration  it  appears  that  the  proper  con- 
clusion from  the  evidence  obtained  upon  the  point  in  question  is 
that  sali-ifaclory  results  with  regard  to  (he  removal  of  bacteria  from 
Merrimack  River  water  of  the  composition  possessed  during  1894 
may  be  obtained,  under  suitable  conditions,  by  either  intermittent  or 
continuous  fillers. 

From  our  general  knowledge  of,  and  experience  with,  the  filtration 
of  sewage  and  water  this  conclusion  may  be  extended  somewhat. 
It  may  be  stated  that,  so  far  as  the  amount  of  ordinary  organic 
matter  and  free  oxygen  are  concerned,  satisfactory  bacterial  results 
may  be  obtained,  under  proper  conditions,  from  the  intermittent  fil- 
tration of  any  water  even  when  its  composition  approaches  that  of 
sewage.  The  unfavorable  feature  of  intermittent  filtration  with 
regard  to  the  removal  of  bacteria  has  arisen  from  slightly  dimin- 
ished efficiency  at  the  time  when  the  filters  have  been  refilled  after 
a  period  of  draining  and  of  rest.  This  has  been  moat  noticeable  in 
the  case  of  filters  of  relatively  coarse  material  which  are  thoroughly 
underdrained  and  operated  at  comparatively  high  rates  of  filtration  i 
and  especially  at  a  time  just  after  scraping  the  surface  when  the 
upper  layers  are  porous  and  allow  the  water  to  enter  the  material 
rapidly  near  the  point  of  application. 

With  regard  to  the  bacterial  results  from  cootlnuoDS  filtration  of 
water,  as  the  process  is  generally  understood,  no  such  statements  of 
as  broad  a  nature  as  given  above  can  be  made  because  this  method  is 
successful  only  in  the  case  of  waters  which  contain  not  more  than  a 
certain  amount  of  organic  matter  in  relation  to  the  free  oxygen 
which  they  possess.  It  may  be  stated  that  the  Merrimack  River 
water  appears  at  times  to  approximate  this  limit  very  closely.  This 
is  most  noticeable  during  the  summer  months,  for  reasons  which  will 
appear  beyond,  and  especially  during  the  summer  of  1802  when  it 
will  he  remembered  that  there  were  evidences  in  the  effluents  of 
marked  bacterial  growths  within  the  filters. 


Chemical  Purification  of  Water  and  Removal  op  Color  bt 

Filtration. 

Of  the  organic  matter  in  the  Merrimack  River  water  15  to  20  per 

cent,  is  usually  in  suspension,  as  shown  by  the  results  of  the  detei^  t 

mination  of  the  albuminoid  ammonia. 
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All  of  the  suspended  organic  mattev  is  removed  by  the  filters,  and 
in  addition  to  this  a  somewhat  variable  amount  of  the  color  and 
soluble  organic  matters. 

Taking  the  6dii1  averages  of  al)  monthly  averages  of  analyses  of 
the  Beveral  elHuents  it  is  found  that  the  removal  of  color  has  been 
43  per  cent. ;  of  albuminoid  ammonia,  55  per  cent. ;  and  oxygen 
consumed  44  per  cent,  of  that  in  the  unGltered  MeiTioiack  River 
water.  These  results  are  somewhat  better  than  those  obtained 
during  the  preceding  year.  The  reason  of  this  seems  to  be  owing 
in  part  to  the  fact  that  the  filers  were  allowed  to  rest  for  a  loog 
period  and  that  new  sand  was  put  on  the  surfaces  to  replace  that 
removed  by  scraping. 

Before  presenting  and  discussing  the  results  more  fully  it  wilt  bt 
well  to  state  that  additional  light  has  been  obtained  as  to  the  method 
by  which  organic  matter  is  removed  by  water  filters.  It  appeari 
that  the  organic  matter  to  a  considerable  degree  unites  with  cerlaio 
conalituents  of  the  filtering  material ;  and  it  is  in  this  form  that  tbt 
organic  matter  is  changed  to  mineral  matter  by  bacterial  action  ia 
the  presence  of  free  oxygen,  rather  than  when  it  is  a  constitiieot  of 
the  water  itself  on  its  passage  through  the  interstices  of  the  aand. 

The  theory  just  mentioned  is  particularly  serviceable  in  explaio* 
ing  the  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that  a  filter  less  than  5  iDcliea  io 
depth  h'ls  at  times  yielded  an  etHuent  of  as  good  chemical  coinpoei- 
tion  as  have  filters  5  feel  in  depth.  If  the  theory  is  true,  u 
appears  to  be  the  case,  this  result  is  capable  of  simple  explaDAlion 
on  the  ground  that  all  of  the  organic  matter  which  will  uotte  with 
the  sand  of  the  given  mineral  constituents  is  found  arouod  lbe 
grains  in  the  upper  live-inch  layer,  and  the  material  beneutb  it  iso 
of  service  iu  this  instance. 

A  comparison  of  the  etGciency  of  the  several  filters  in   the  f 
moval  of  color  and  organic  matter,  as  indicated  by  the  allmmiottid  1 
ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed,  is  presented  in  the  next  table.    Tb*  I 
rates  of  filtration  are  expressed  in  million  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
The  amounts  of  color  and  organic   matter  in  the  effluents  are  ex> 
pressed  in  percentages  of  that  in  the  unliltered  water.     For  further 
details  regarding  methods  of  operation  and  results  of  analyaes  nht-_ 
ence   is   made  to  the  detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the    tilu-n 
beyond. 
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the  intermittent  filters.  In  studying  these  results  careful  ennsidera- 
tion  should  be  given  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  were  ob- 
tained. The  method  by  which  the  intermittent  filters  were  operated 
and  the  chiinge  in  urrungement  of  the  traps  on  the  outlet  pipes  have 
beecD  described  on  pages  6.37  and  038. 

Intermittent  Filter  No.  3  B  iind  continuoua  Filter  No.  8  A  are 
larger  than  the  other  filters,  and  exposed  to  out-door  weather  and 
have  been  regularly  id  service  throughout  the  year;  hcnco  it  is  iu- 
utructive  to  summarize  briefly,  in  this  connection,  the  results  of  the 
chemical  analyses  which  are  presented  beyond.  The  average  yearly 
results  of  analyses  of  the  effluents  of  this  pair  of  filters  show  the 
following  results,  respectively,  expresseed  in  purts  per  100,000 : 
color,  0.2S  and  0.27;  free  ammonia,  0.0020  and  0.0019;  albumi- 
noid ammonia,  0.0088  and  O.OOifO  ;  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates, 
0,0300  and  0.0270;  oxygen  consumed,  0.29  and  0.28;  and  percent- 
ages of  dissolved  oxygen  85  and  64.  These  results,  covering  the  en- 
tire year,  ^how  even  a  less  diSerence  between  the  intermittent  and 
continuous  filters  than  in  the  case  of  the  results  presented  in  the  last 
table. 

These  differences  in  the  composition  of  the  effluents  have  received 
considerable  discussion  in  previous  reports  but  at  this  time  it  will  lie 
welt  to  review  the  matter  briefly  and  add  to  it  the  additional  infor- 
mation obtained  during  the  past  year. 

Itdatxon  of  Free  Oxygen  in  UnJiUertd  Water  to  Cfiemical  Puri- 
fication.—  Free  oxygen  and  bacterial  action  are  both  absolutely  nec- 
essary for  the  conversion  by  filtration  of  organic  matter  to  harmless 
mineral  matter.  The  amount  of  free  oxygen  present  in  fresh  sewage 
is  insufficient  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by  filtration  and  nitrifitu- 
tion  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  introduce  additional  oxygen 
into  the  pores  of  the  filtering  material.  In  the  case  of  ordinary 
waters  the  amount  of  organic  matter  is  much  less  and  in  many  cases, 
apparently,  is  not  in  excess  of  the  amount  which  can  be  nitrified  by 
the  aid  of  the  free  oxygen  dissolved  in  the  water. 

The  amount  of  free  oxygen  in  the  effluents  of  contiimnus  filters  at 
Lawrence  becomes  very  small  at  times,  although  the  eHluents,  as 
tbey  have  flowed  through  trapped  outlets,  have  never  been  found 
wholly  lacking  in  free  oxygen.  This  is  shown  by  the  next  table,  in 
which  are  given  the  average  monthly  results  of  determinations  of 
free  oxygen  in  t^o  applied  Merrimack  River  water  and  in  the  sev- 
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^M            eral  pffluents.      In   studying   these  resulte    it  should    1>e    Imroe  id 
^H            mind  that  the  amount  of  free  oxygen  necessary  to  saturate  water 
^M            varies  with  the  temperature  and  ranges  from  1.47  parts  at  32°  F.  to 
^B            0.81  part  at  80°  F.,  expressed  hy  weight  in  parts  per  100,000.     In 
^H            the  tabic  below  the  convenient  method  is  followed  of  expressing  the 
^M            amount  of  oxygen  in  percentages  of  that  necessary  for  saturation  it 
^M            actual  temperatures,  but  for  reference  the  approximate  temperature 
^H             is  also  recorded.     The  fact  that  the  amount  of  free  oxygen  id  wnten 
^M             is   least  in  summer  when  the   organisms  of  nitri6cation   are    moet 
^H             active  is  a  matter  of  some  sigoificaQce. 

^M              Table  s/iDwing  Per  Cent,  which  Oxygen  dissolved  in  the  Applied  Water  and  Eglim^M 
^H                               was  of  that  Necexsary  for  Satundiatt  at  Actual  Teinprraturv.               ^H 

H 

1 

1 

IX  B....U..T.  or  F>»»>  K«.-                                 JH 

* 

;; 

* 

s 

s 

: 

i 

i 

5 

5 

i; 

i 

U 

i 

iM 

^H                  Augaal,  . 

^M               Oewtwr.  .       . 
^H                 BoTonbcr,      . 
^H                      AniigHP.  . 

«7 
T4 

** 

80 

M 

K 

K 
U 

. 

11 
81 
M 

49 

flO 
M 

;: 

u 
u 

«3 

M 

u 

«T 
U 

11 

a 

u 
as 

u 

1» 

« 
41 
U 
M 

6a 
w 
u 

n 

M 

a 

m  1^1 

71 

" 

M 

»]» 

n 

w 

" 

" 

» 

" 

M 

n 

" 

"  ^^1 

^M                It  will  be  noted  that  the  effluents  of  intermittent  filters  coutaimfl 
^H            much  more  free  oxygen  ns  a  rule  thnn  those  of  continuous  filter^^ 
^H            owing  of  course  to  the  increased  amount  of  oxygen  which  eatert^| 
^^^          the  pores  of  the  intermittent  tilters  at  times  of  draining  and  rest.      ^| 
^^K              It  will  be  noted,  also,  that  the  efHuenta  of  oontinuous  Filters  No«S 
^^A         38,  42,  46,  48  and  49  contained  a  large  percentage  of  free  oxyg»9 
^H|        during  the  summer  months.     The  reason  of  this  is  that  at  that  tttne 
^H^       they  received  city  (filtered)  water  which  contained  a  slight  amoui^^ 
^m           of  organic  matter  capable  of  removal  by  oxidation  and  nitri&catioM 
^^^          under  the  existing  conditions.                                                                     ^M 
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ConxideraUon  of  Ute  Amount  of  N'ilraleti  in  Effluents. 

The  degree  of  Ditrification  is  measured  of  course  by  (be  increase 
in  the  amouut  of  nitrogeo  in  tbe  form  of  nitrates  in  the  eflhient  over 
that  in  tbe  uofiltered  water.  Aa  was  shown  in  last  year's  report 
the  nitrates  io  the  efflueot3  of  continuouB  filters  are  reasonably  con- 
stant throughout  the  entire  day ;  while  in  the  case  of  intermittent 
filters  the  amount  varies  to  a  marked  degree.  The  reason  of  this  is 
that  a  portion  of  the  organic  matter  stored  in  the  sand  is  nitrified 
during  the  period  of  rest  after  draining.  When  water  is  again 
applied  the  nitrates  are  washed  out,  giving  unusually  high  amounts 
for  some  time,  varying  according  to  the  rate  of  filtration.  After  a 
time,  however,  these  high  nitrates  fall  to  the  normal. 

Much  time  and  labor  have  been  Bpeut  during  the  past  year  ia 
studying  the  relative  intensity  of  nitrification  in  intermittent  and 
continuous  filters,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  During 
the  summer  weather  the  nitrification  of  Merrimack  River  water  by 
intermittent  filtration  is  certainly  more  complete,  although  the  dif- 
ference in  the  remainder  of  the  year  ia  slight  and  sometimes  in  favor 
of  the  continuous  filters. 

The  especial  difficulty  which  had  to  be  contended  with  during  the 
summer  months  was  the  marked  variation  in  the  amount  of  nitrates 
in  the  applied  river  water  drawn  from  the  canal.  This  variation 
was  due  to  the  fact  that,  as  the  summer  was  a  dry  one  and  the  river 
was  so  low  that  the  mills  could  not  be  operated  on  many  occasions 
at  night  by  water  power,  the  canal  remained  over  night  tilled  with 
stilt  water,  and  by  a  series  of  special  experiments  it  was  learned  that 
the  nitrates  increased  during  the  night  to  a  marked  but  variable 
degree. 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  the  custom  to  analyze  several 
times  each  month  a  series  of  at  least  four  and  usually  five  aauiplea 
collected  in  one  day  from  the  effluents  of  the  intermittent  filters. 
The  monthly  averages  of  analyses  for  the  year  1894  have  been  made 
from  representative  results  from  these  series. 

The  following  experiment,  typical  of  several  which  were  made 
during  the  spring  and  summer,  is  instructive  in  this  connection. 

The  gates  on  the  inlet  and  outlet  pipes  of  intermittent  Filter  No. 
3  B  were  closed  at  5  p.m.  on  May  14,  and  the  filter  remained  out  of 
service  with  the  surface  covered  with  water  until  5  a.m.  ou  May  18. 
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The  gates  were  then  opened  and  filtration  resumed  at  the  rate  of 
2,900,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Four  samples  were  collected  at 
different  hours  of  the  day  and  analyzed  with  the  following  results :  — 

IntcrmitUjU  Filler  No.  8  B,~ May  IB,  1804. 

[P.™  par  100,000.] 
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These  results  are  of  interest  in  that  they  show  that  the  remonl 
of  organic  matter  and  color  from  water  and  the  increase  in  nitntei 
are  abnormally  high  in  a  tiller  which  is  allowed  tu  rest  but  not  to 
drain  and  have  its  pores  fill  with  air.  They  also  show  that  uitriSc*- 
tion  takes  place  most  rapidly  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  filler  where 
the  storage  of  organic  matter  is  greatest.  In  this  instance.  u]t«o,  just 
as  in  the  case  where  the  filter  is  drained,  the  almormally  high  nitratci 
were  washed  out  and  disappearad  in  a  few  hours  after  placiDg  tbe 
filter  in  operation. 

It  was  thought  that  ])erhap9  ihe  organisms  of  nitrificatina  might 
be  in  a  more  active  state  in  intenuitteot  than  continuous  filters  sod 
accordingly  the  continuous  mute  of  Filter  No.  3  B  (Filter  No.  8  A) 
was  similarly  treated,  except  that  the  period  of  rest  was  shorter.  The 
gates  on  the  inlet  and  outlet  pipes  of  the  latter  filter  were  closed  at 
5  P.M.  on  May  16  and  the  filter  allowed  to  rest,  with  tbe  suriace 
covered  with  water,  until  5  a.m.  on  May  18,  when  the  galea  were 
opened  to  permit  the  water  to  pass  through  at  a  rate  of  2,100,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily.  Four  samples  were  collected  for  analysis  al 
somewhat  ditlerent  hours  from  those  of  Filter  Xo.  3  B,  owing  to  th« 
difference  in  the  rate  of  filtnition.  The  results  of  analy&es  whidi 
are  given  in  the  next  table  show  that  if  there  was  any  difference  in 
the  activity  of  the  nitrifying  bacteria  it  was  a  slight  one.  Tbrougb* 
out  tbe  day  tbe  free  oxygen  in  tbe  effluent  was  about  85  per 
that  necessary  for  saturatioQ  at  the  actual  temperatare  ($1°  F  ' 
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B.  prodigtosus  was  applied  in  the  river  water  to  several  of  the 

filters  during  October,  November  and  Uecemlier.      Tbe   degree  of 

dilution  of  cultures  in  which  this  germ  wa^  applied  was  greater  Ihao 

during  former  years,  and  the  amount  of  fuod  matters  introduced  wilb 

the  cultures  was  so  small  that  the  amount  of  orgimic  mutter  addcJ 

in  this  way  to  the  water  could  scarcely  lie  measured. 

Id  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board  the  results  of  aonlyses  of 

the  river  water,  especially  the  bacterial  analyses,  were    presented 

quite  completely  for  the   months  of  January   to   April,    inclusive,. 

1895. 

Average  Number  of  BaeUrin  per  Oubie  CcrUimeler  by  Days,  in  Canal  WtiUr 

{Merrimack  River).  1894. 
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Monlhly  Averaga  of  Analytet  of  Canal  Water  (Merrimack  Sivet 
[Psrti  pw  i<»,<x«.] 
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Detailed  Accouht   op  the  Work   of   the    Several    Wateb 
Filters  m  1894. 

The  remniniDg  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Lawrence  ioTestiga- 
tioDS  upon  water  filtration  consists  of  a  brief  ontlioe  of  the  construction 
and  operation  of  each  filter,  the  average  reaulta  of  <laily  bacterial 
analyses,  the  monthly  averages  of  chemical  analyses  and  with  them 
the  avemge  results  of  corresponding  bacterial  analyses.  The  daily 
bacterial  results  are  made  up  by  averaging,  in  the  proper  ratio,  the 
results  of  several  daily  analyses  in  the  case  of  the  intermittent  filtere ; 
several  samples  were  collected  for  bacterial  analysis  from  the  efflu- 
ents of  coutinuous  filters  in  many  instances.  This  was  not  uniformly 
true  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  for  the  reason  that  there  was 
very  little  variation  in  the  numbers  of  bacteria  found  in  these  effla- 
ents.  All  filters  were  repeatedly  subjected  to  several  testa,  eape* 
cially  at  times  when  they  were  operated  under  abnormal  cooditioix 

For  the  sake  of  underetanding  more  thoroughly  the  prooea> 
water  filtration  all  of  these  filters  have  been  subjected  parpfwc 
times,  to  treatments  which  are  not  Decessarily  a  part  of  the  p 
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and  which  should  certainly  he  avoided  ia  actaal  practice.  The  pria- 
cipal  reasoD  for  the  preaentiition  of  the  daily  bncterial  results  ule 
ehow  thai  the  averngo  results  from  these  experimental  filturs  have  bees 
inlluenced  in  a  large  measure  by  a  compnratively  few  poor  resulti 
due  to  abnormal  conditions  and  that  the  normal  results  are  oooaidcr- 
ably  better  than  would  appear  at  first  sight. 

From  Dec.  I,  1893,  until  the  spring  and  early  summer  of  1894 
the  small  in-door  filters  were  allowed  to  rest,  as  has  beeu  describtd 
with  considerable  care  above.  The  application  of  city  (filtendl 
water  to  some  of  the  filters  during  the  summer,  the  melbods  of 
operating  filters  intermittently,  the  effect  ol  deep  scraping,  aad  tlu 
influence  of  lluctuating  rates  of  filtration  are  all  important  faclon 
which  have  received  considerable  attention  in  the  foregoing  disca*- 
sioQ.  It  uuly  remains  to  record  the  dates  on  which  these  treatments 
took  place  in  order  that  they  may  be  studied  together  with  iIm 
tables  of  daily  bacterial  results. 


Application  of  B.  Prodif/ioiua. 

This  germ  has  been  applied  to  Filters  Nos.  46,  48  and  49 
city  (filtered)  water  during  several  weeks  in  July  and  Augnst;  to 
all  of  the  in-door  water  Filters  Nos.  18A-50.  inclusive,  doriif 
October  and  November;  and  to  Filter  No.  8  A  for  a  portion  of  the 
month  of  December.  The  general  plan  of  the  experiments  has  lieen 
the  same  as  during  previous  years  (see  1892  report  of  the 
page  52^),  except  that  in  some  instances  fewer  £. prodiyiosum 
been  applied  at  a  time.  A  pure  culture  of  this  species  of  bad 
baa  been  obtained  by  inoculation  and  growth  for  four  days  at  iOf^ 
in  a  solution  of  one-tenth  per  cent,  peptone  and  two-tentbs  per  cei 
glucose  in  city  water.  This  mixture  bus  been  applied  to  tbe  fill 
in  some  instances  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  three  thom 
parts  of  water,  while  in  other  cases  the  proportion  has  been  one 
thirty  thousand  parts  of  water,  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  boors 
ten  hours  a  day  and  six  days  a  week,  according  to  tbe 
filtration. 

NumeiYius  examinations  of  the  eflluents  at  frequent  interval 
been  made  in  order  to  learn  whether  or  not  this  germ  passed  tbrouj 
the  filters.     The  reasons  why  this  species  of  bacteria  has  been 
are  that  it  is  easy  to  differentiate  from  ordinary  water  Itacteria 

apparently  very  similar  to  tbe  Eberth  germ  of  typhoid  ferw 
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its  mode  of  life  in  the  river  water.  In  the  next  table  ure  given  the 
average  numbers  of  B.  prodigiosus  per  cubic  centimeter  in  the 
applied  water  for  ten  hours  during  each  day  that  this  germ  was 
applied  to  the  filters.  Differences  in  degrees  of  dilution  explam  the 
marked  differences  in  the  numbers. 


Average  Number  per  Cubic  Centimeter  of  BaciUua  Prodigiosue  in  Applied  Biver 

Water  for  Ten  Hours  Daily,  1894. 


DAT. 

Jolj. 

Aagast 

October. 

Norember. 

December. 

1 

0 

17,700 

0 

1,800 

0 

2 

0 

18,800 

2,800 

8,200 

0 

s. 

0 
0 

24,000 
10,700 

700 
6,800 

800 
0 

0 

4. 

0 

6, 

0 

0 

1,800 

7,600 

200 

0, 

8,800 

18^000 

8,800 

8,600 

200 

7 

7,800 

6,700 

0 

6,600 

100 

8. 

0 

18,700 

1,600 

6,600 

260 

• 

8,700 

18,600 

2,700 

6.600 

- 

10. 

11,800 

4,700 

2,000 

4,700 

800 

11 

10,000 

18,800 

2,800 

0 

875 

12, 
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0 

8,700 

2,600 

700 

13 

14,000 

4,000 

6,800 

4,700 

876 

14, 

11,000 

8,000 

0 

0,100 

- 

16 

0 

6,800 

6,100 

6,600 

206 

10 

10,700 

27,700 
8,800 
4,000 

1,000 
1,700 
6,000 

6,600 

6,600 

0 

0 

17 

21,700 

0 

18, 

11,800 

0 

10, 

12,000 

0 

4,800 

6,400 

0 

20 

11,000 

0 

7,600 

4,600 

0 

21, 

18,700 
0 

0 
0 

0 
11,700 

6,100 
4,800 

0 

22 

0 

23, 

10,700 
12,700 

0 

0 

6,800 
2,800 

6,200 
4,200 

0 

24, 

0 

25 

10,000 

0 

2,700 

0 

0 

20, 

12,000 

0 

2,800 

8,800 

0 

27, 

10,000 

0 

8,000 

6,200 

0 

28, 

21,800 

0 
0 

0 
4,800 

2,800 
0 

0 

20 

0 

80, 

0,000 

0 

2,000 

6,000 

0 

81 

16,700 

0 

800 

- 

0 
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Filter  No.  3  B. 

This  intermittent  filter  was  started  Sept.  23,  18fl3,  and  haa  coo- 
tniiied  60  inches  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  etFective  size  of  0.23  milli- 
meter. In  the  report  of  the  Board  for  1893,  page  510,  nn  accounl 
will  be  found  of  the  construction  nnd  results  of  operation  of  tbis  filter 
up  to  May  1.  1894. 

The  principal  features  in  the  hiatory  of  this  filter  during  tbe  past 
year  are  the  change  in  the  method  of  intermittent  operatiuu  hy 
which  the  period  of  rest  becnme  two  hours  during  the  day  instead 
of  eight  hours  at  night  af^cr  June  (S ;  the  permanent  increase  in  tbe 
rate  of  filtration  on  July  20  from  2,000,000  to  5,000,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily ;  and  the  arrangement  of  the  trap,  on  September  6,  to  keep 
the  lower  foot  of  materia!  from  draining.  On  July  19  a  trap  wai 
attached  to  the  outlet,  but  so  that  the  level  of  the  point  of  dischn) 
was  not  changed.  On  Sundays  the  filter  has  been  operated  conti 
ously.  With  the  exception  of  Sundays  several  samples  have  been 
taken  daily  for  bacterial  analysis  and  it  is  an  average  of  their  sev- 
eral results  which  appear  in  the  next  table.  The  only  exception  to 
the  above  statement  has  occurred  when  the  filter  was  not  ruDuing, 
This  happened  from  May  14-18,  nnd  for  shorter  times  on  oth< 
occasions,  when  special  experiments  were  in  progress.  A^ain 
August  the  operation  was  interfered  with  for  several  clays,  owing  to 
repairs  which  were  made.  In  the  period  from  May  14-18  the  surface 
remained  covered  with  water  but  it  was  uncovi;re(i  August  20-23. 

Statements  of  the  results  of  treatment  to  relieve  clogging  fr 
the  surface  accumulation  of  sediment  and  organic  matter  ^re  pi 
eented  for  reference  in  connection  with  the  bacterial  results, 
summary  of  these  results  and  corresponding  results  for  hI!  of 
water  filters   has  been  given  above.     During  the   earlier  part 
the  year  the  filter  was  filled  from  below  with  city  (filtered)  w»t«t 
after  scraping,  as  was  noted  in  the  last  report.     In  most  inst^ncee 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  river  water  has  been  applied 
as  usual  from  the  top  just  after  scraping. 

The  record  of  the  dates  on  which  the  surface  has  been  ecrai 
since  May  1,  together  with  the  depth  of  clogged  sand  removed, 
follows:  June  4,  0.4  inch;  June  22,  0.2  inch ;  July  11,  0.15  inch 
July  25,  0.2  inch;  August  4,  0.4  inch;  September  21,  1.0  inch; 
October  3,  1.0  inch;  October  18,  1.0  inch;  Novembers,  1.0  inch; 
Vovember  13,  1.0  inch,  nnd  November  26,  1.0  inch.     Aftei 
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it  has  been  the  geDeral  custom  to  loosen  the  old  sand  to  a  depth  of 
about  one  inch  and  to  level  the  surface.  During  the  first  half  of  the 
year  new  sand  was  added  to  replace  that  scraped  off;  but  this  prac- 
tice was  abandoned  during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer. 

The  surface  was  raked  to  a  depth  of  one  inch  to  relieve  clogging 
without  scraping,  on  the  following  dates :  August  31,  September  12 
and  27,  October  2,  9,  12,  17,  25  and  31,  November  2,  10,  17,  20 
and  24,  December  6,  12  and  17. 

On  November  28  the  surface  was  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  6 
inches  for  the  purpose  of  investigation.  This  treatment  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  continue  the  operation  of  the  filter  according  to  the 
regular  method. 


Avemge  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  CerUimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filter 

No.  3  B,  1894. 


DAT. 

May. 

June, 

Jolj. 
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Oetober. 

NoT«mb€r. 
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402 
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44 

82 
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■B 

20 

- 
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87 

62 
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Monthly  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Effluent  of  Filler  Xo.  3B. 

[P.rt.  per  100.000.] 
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Filter  No.  7  A. 

In  July  sewage  Filter  No.  7  (sul>-aurrsce  applicatioD)   was  doc' 

out  aud  after  washing  the  under-draios  with  city  water,  2  feet  of 

Band  of  an  effective  size  of  0.26  millimeter  were  placed  io  the  tank. 

_              City  water  was  applied  from  lielow  on  the  night  of  July  20  and  aftor 

^H             the  surface  was  covered   river   water   was  applied   and    has    beeo^ 

B             filtered  continuously  at  the  rate  of  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 

On  September  6  the  outlet  was  trapped  so  as  to  prevent  the  lowar 

foot  of  eund  from  draining  at  times  when  the  filler  was  allovcd  ta 

uncover  to  treat  the  surface. 

The  surface  was  raked  and  not  scraped  to  relieve  clogging.     It 
was  raked  on  September  19,  Octolier  25,  November  27  and  Decern* 
l>or  23.     After  raking  on  the  lust  date  the  numbers  of  bacteria  is 
the  e^uent  were  unusually  high  in  ispile  of  the  fact  that  tbe  fiita| 
was   filled  with  city  water   from    below    and  allowed  to  rest  ovei 
night.     The  diminution  in  efiiciency  appears  to  have  been  c^m^^H 
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Id  August  the  filter  was  out  of  service  for  several  days.  From 
August  17-23  the  filter  was  allowed  to  rest  with  its  surface  covered 
with  water. 


Average  Daily  Numbers  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  CetUinuter  in  EffluetU  of  Filter 

No.  7  A,  1894. 


Day. 

Joljr. 
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Filter  No.  8  A. 

This  continuous  filter  17.3  foet  in  diameter  was  started  Sept.  26, 
18^3,  and  like  Filter  No.  3B  has  conttiined  60  inches  in  depth  of 
FHnd  of  un  effective  size  such  as  is  found  in  a  portion  of  tbe  Law- 
rence city  filter.  In  the  last  report  of  the  Board,  page  511,  u 
account  will  be  found  of  the  results  of  operation  up  to  May  1,  1894, 
and  a  comparison  of  its  efficiency  with  that  of  its  iotermittent  mal«. 
Filter  No.  -SB. 

On  July  19  n  trap  was  attached  to  the  outlet  but  so  that  Ibe 
of  the  point  of  discharge  was  not  changed.     The  trap  was 
September  G  so  that  the  lower  foot  of  material  could  not  be  draii 
The  rate  of  filtration  was  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre   daily 
July  20  when  it  was  permanently  increased  to  5,000,000  galh 
On  June  25  and  26  the  filler  was  operated  intermittently,  but 
other  occasions  the  surface   has    never   been   allowed    to    nnco^ 
except  for  scraping  or  raking  to  relieve  clogging. 

Ji.  prodigio/tua  was  applied  from  December  5-15  and  Ui« 
searching  tests  available  failed  to  reveal  the  presence  of  thU  gti 
in  the  effluent.  The  number  of  applied  bacteria  of  Ibis  specii 
however,  was  smaller  than  has  l>een  the  case  usually. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  surface  scraping  to  relieve  clogging 
as  follows:  .Tune  2,  0.5  inch;  June  22,  0  2  inch;  July  II, 
inch;  July  24,  0.25  inch;  August  2,  0.2  inch;  August  16, 
inch;  October  12,  1.0  inch;  October  26,  1.0  inch;  November 
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1.0  inch;  and  December  24,  1.0  inch.  From  May  to  November 
the  filter  was  filled  with  river  water  from  the  top  after  scraping ; 
during  the  rest  of  the  year  it  was  the  custom,  as  a  rule,  to  fill  with 
city  (filtered)  water  from  below.  It  appears  that  frost  interfered 
with  bacterial  efficiency  at  the  time  of  scraping  on  December  24* 
New  sand  was  put  on  filter  to  replace  clogged  sand  at  the  time  of 
its  removal  up  to  September  1,  after  which  date  the  practice  was 
abandoned.  After  scraping  the  surface  of  the  old  sand  has  been 
raked  to  a  depth  of  about  one  inch  to  loosen  and  level  it. 

Surface  clogging  has  also  been  removed  by  raking,  without 
scraping,  to  a  depth  of  one  inch  on  September  7,  21  and  28, 
October  5,  25,  November  8,  13,  26  and  December  6. 

From  August  7  to  11  the  rate  of  filtration  was  reduced  from 
5,000,000  to  1,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  owing  to  an  insuffi- 
cient supply  of  water.  On  August  16  the  filter  was  stopped  with 
the  surface  covered  with  water ;  the  water  was  allowed  to  drain  out 
on  August  20  and  the  filter  put  in  service  on  August  23. 


Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filler 

No.  8  A. 
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Filter  No.  18  A.                                             1 
This  intermiUent  6!ter,  20  inches  in  diameter,  was  started   Sept.    1 
17,  lglil9,  and  baa  contained  sand  of  an  etiective  size  of  0.48  millt-  H 
meter.     During  tlie  latter  part  of  1893  the  filter  was  restored  to  it«  V 
original  depth  of  62  inches.     In  the  last  report  of  the  Board,  page 
496,  a  summary  will  be  found  of  the  method  of  o[>eration  during  it« 
several  years   of  service.      It  has  always  been  operated  intermit- 
tently, although  the  procedure  has  varied  within  wide  limits.                 ■ 
From  Dec.  8,  1893.  to  July  22,  18<>4.  this  tilterwns  draioed  and    H 
allowed  to  rest.     On  .luly  22  river  water  was  applied  fmm  the  top    ^ 
until  the  surface  was  covered.     Filtration  was  begun  on  July  23,  at 
a  rate  of  5.000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.     The  method  of  allawiDg 
atmospheric  air  to  reach  the  pores  of  the  material  was  the  same  as  ia 
the  case  of  intermittent  Filter  No.  3  B  aAer  June  6  ;  that  is,  the  sar-    ^k 
face  was  allowed  to  remain  uncovered  for  two  hours  during  the  foro-   H 
nooQ.     On  September  1  the  trap  was  raised  to  prevent  lower  foot  ^| 
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The  surface  was  scraped  to  relieve  clogging  on  the  following 
dates:  September  1,  0.34  inch;  October  13,  1.43  inches;  and  No- 
vember 27,  1.43  inches.  New  sand  was  put  in  the  filter  only  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  scraping.  Raking  to  a  depth  of  1  inch  to  relieve 
clogging  was  resorted  to  September  12,  October  11  and  17,  Novem- 
ber 15,  24  and  28. 

This  filter,  with  all  other  twenty-inch  in-door  filters,  accounts  of 
which  follow,  went  out  of  service  on  December  1,  when  chemical  and 
bacterial  analyses  of  the  filtering  materials  were  made,  with  results 
presented  on  page  601. 

During  the  last  two  months  of  operation  of  these  smaller  experi- 
mental filters,  Nos.  18  A-50,  B.  prodigiosus  was  applied  to  the  river 
water  which  was  filtered  by  them.  These  results  are  recorded  side 
by  side  with  the  ordinary  water  bacteria  in  the  case  of  each  filter, 
and  further  comment  on  them  appears  to  be  unnecessary  at  this  time. 

All  of  these  filters  mentioned  above,  furthermore,  have  been  filled 
with  river  water  from  the  top  after  sci^ping  and  put  in  operation  at 
once. 


Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Culnc  Cenlimeier  in  Effluent  of  Filler 

No.  ISA. 
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Filter  No.  33  A. 

This  continuous  filter  was  started  April  28,  1892,  and  has  coin 
tained  sand  of  an  elective  size  of  0.14  millimeter.     The  origitiaX 
depth  was  60  inches,  and  this  was  the  actual  depth  at  the  beginnioj 
of  the  past  year.     From  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  July  22,  1894,  the  filur 
was  drained  and  out  of  service.     On  July  22  the  filter  received  river 
water  until  the  surface  was  covered,  and  July  23  continuous  fillratioo 
was  begun  at  a  rate  of  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.     The  trap 
on  the  outlet  pipe  was  raised  on  September  1  so  that  the  lower  foot 
of  material  could  not  be  drained. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  to  relieve  clogging  are  as  fol- 
lows: September  17,  0.28  inch;  October  15,  0.36  inch;  November 
1,  0.31  inchi  November   15,  0.29  inch;  and   November  28,  0.48 
inch. 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  purposely  fluctuated  on  October  17,  2S 
and  30.     On  November  1  the  gate  on  the  outlet  was  opened  wide  ttt 
allow  rate  of  filtration  to  reach  the  maximum  for  about  four  hoars. 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  CetUimUer  in  Effluent  of  Filter 

No.  33  A. 
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Filter  No.  38. 

This  continuous  filter  was  started  April  28,  1893,  and  has  eot^ 
tained  Band  of  an  effective  size  of  0.30  millimeter.  At  the  begiani 
of  the  year  the  depth  was  20  inches.  From  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  iliy 
19,  1894,  the  filter  was  drained  and  out  of  service.  On  the  IsttaT 
date  the  filter  was  filled  with  city  (filtered)  water  from  below. 
continuous  filtration  of  the  city  water  (douhle  filtration  of  the  M<t 
rimack  Kiver  water)  was  begun  on  May  21,  at  a  rate  of  2,000,001 
gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  rate  of  filtrution  increased  on  July  20  ft 
3,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Application  of  city  water  ceasef 
September  1,  and  after  that  date  ordinary  river  water  was  applied. 
On  this  date  also  the  trap  on  the  outlet  pipe  was  raised  to  preTcaC; 
the  lower  foot  of  material  from  being  drained. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows:  Jaly  17,0.1 
inch;  September  3,0.23  inch;  September  25,0.31  inch;  Octob^ 
8,0.19  inch;  October  20,  0.25  inch;  October  26,0.50  inch;  No^ 
vember  2,  0.32  inch;  November  12,  0.32  inch;  November  19,  0.41 
inch  ;  and  November  26,  0.39  inch.  On  the  first  four  occasions  c 
sand  was  added  to  replace  that  removed  by  scraping. 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  fluctuated  on  October  23,  November  I 
and  9. 

The  number  of  bacteria  in  the  applied  city  (filtered)  water  will  t 
found  in  a  table  beyond. 
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^V                                                   Filter  Xo.  41. 

H               Thi8  intermittent  filter,  a  duiilicale  of  continuous  Filter  No.  38  A, 
^V             was  started  May  9,  1S92,  and  has  contained  sand  of  an  efTective  si» 
of  0.14  millimeter.     The  method  of  intermittent  operation  has  bet* 
the  same  as  for  all  other  intermitteDt  litters,  namely,  a  period  of  t<n 
hours  for  the  Burfuce  to  be  uncovered. 
■                   From  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  July  20,  the  filter  was  drained  and  oat  (rf 
^1              service.     On  the  latter  date  river  water  from  the  canal  was  appltad 
V              to  'lif  filter  from  the  top,  and  filtration  was   begun   at   a   rat«  of 
2,000,000  gallons   per  acre  per  day.      The  trap  was   raised   Sep- 
tember 1,  to  prevent  the  lower  foot  of  material  from  draining.     It 
is  doubtful  whether  this  makes  any  difference  whatever  io  tbis  — — |^ 
as  the  material  is  so  fine  that  there  is  a  saturated  layer  or  cotuidi^| 
able  depth  due  to  capillarity.                                                                     H 
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Average  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Oubie  CentimeUr  Daily  in  Effluent  of  Filter 

No.  41. 
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This  coDtinuous  filter  was  started  Oct.  29,  1892,   and  has  ca»l 
tainetl  eantl  of  an  effective  aize  of  0.20  millimeter.      The   depUi  bi 
been  less  than  10  inches. 

From  Dec.  8,  18S3,  to  April  6,  1894,  the  61ter  was  drained  u 
out  of  service.     Several  times  during  April  this  filter  was  used  ii 
the  study  of  special  points,  and  it  was  not  until  the  early  part  of  I 
May  that  city  (tittered)  water  was  regularly  applied    and    tested  I 
The  operation  was  continuous  and  the  rate  of  liltrutioa  waa  3,000,000  ] 
gallons  per  acre  daily. 

River  water  was  applied  beginning  September  1,  wfaea   the  I 
was  raised  to  a  height  of  1  foot  above  the  top  of  the  under-draio. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows:  May  29,  O.B~ 
inch;  July  5,  0.19  inch;  July  31,  0.21  inch;  September  3,  0.18 
inch;  September  18,  0.19  inch;    November  10,  1.09  inubes ;  nai 
November  28,  1.38  inches.     New  sand  was  put  in  to  replace  dm 
material  on  the  first  two  occasions. 

Clogging  at  the  surface  was  removed  by  raking  to  a  ■ 
1  inch  on  the  following  dates:  September  29,  October   11,  24  i 
29,  November  3,  8,  13,  19,  23  and  ^(y. 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  fiuctunted  October  19,  23  and  26. 
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_                                                                   FiLTBE  No.  43. 

■  This  continuous  RIter  was  started  May  20,  1893,  and  haa  ctf 
|f            tained  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.26  millimeter.     The  depth  i 

the  beginning  of  the  year  was  60  inches. 

This  filter  was  out  of  service  from  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  July  19,  1894 
when  it  was  filled  from  the  top  with  river  water.     Continuous  lilta 
tion  of  the  river  water  was  begun  and  continued  at  a  rate  of  5,000,00 
gallons  per  acre  daily.     On  September  1,  the  trap  was   raised  to 
height  of  12  inches  above  the  top  of  the  under-drains. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  of  the  surface  are  as  follows 
August  7, 0.3a  inch;  August  27,0.27  inch  ;  Septembers,  0.31  iock 
September  12,  0.24  inch;  October  13,  1.46  inches;  and  Novembl 
24,  1.42  inches.    New  sand  was  put  back  into  the  filter  on  tlte  fifl 
four  occasions. 

Raking  to  a  depth  of  1  inch  to  relieve  clogging  occurred  on  SepteB 
ber  25,  October  4,  12  and  22.  November  12,  17,  22  and  2fi. 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  fluctuated  on  October  17  and  23  n 

■  November  9. 
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Filter  No.  44.                                            fl 

This  rnntlnnnna  fillpr  wb«  Bt«rtB/1  \fny  9n,  IRQ?!,  an^  h«Q  '>»nfllfnrt^| 

enad  of  an  effective  size  of  0.29  millimeter.     At  the  beginning  of  tba*^ 
year  the  depth  was  (jO  inches.                                                                  3 

From  Dec.  8,  18113,  to  July  lf»,  1894,  this  filter  was  out  of  ser-   J 
vice.     Beginning  on  the  latter  date  this  filter  received  river  water 
continuously  at  a  nito  of  7,500,000  gallons   per  aero  daily.     On 
September    1,   the  trap  on   the  outlet  was  raised   to   a  height  of 
1  foot  above  the  top  of  the  under-drains.                                                      ■ 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows  :  August  7.  0.33  fl 
inch;  August  21,  0.26  inch;  August  25,  0.21  inch;  September  12,  1 
0.12  inch;    September  22,  0.2(3  inch;   September  25,  0.85  inch  ;,H 
October  2,  1.48  inches;  October  12,  0..^0  inch;  Octolrer  13,  2.63  fl 
inches;  October  25,  0.52  inch;  November  1.  0.43  inch;  Xovem-B 
ber  10,  0.47  inch;  November  14,  0.51  inch;  November  17,  O.ssfl 
inch;  November  22,0. .^5  inch;  and  November  20,  0.60  inch.     Nevfl 
sand  was  not  put  into  the  filter  after  October  1.                                       ^| 

The  filter  was  raked  to  a  depth  of  I  inch  on  August  29.                     H 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  fluctuated  on  October  17,  24  iind  81.       H 
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H                                                  Filter  No.  45.                                              1 
H             Thia  intermitteDt  filter  was  started  July  10,  1893,  and  bas  coo-  1 
^B         taJDed  snnd  of  bd  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter.     Tbe   Donnal  1 
^1         depth  is  m  inches.                                                                                    H 
^B            From  Dec.  8,  1693,  to  July  20,  the  filter  was  out  of  serrice.   f 
^1          Since  the  latter  date  river  water  has  beeu  filtered  at  a  rate  of  5,000,000 
^1          gallons  per  acre  daily  after  the  regular  method  of  operation  of  intei^ 
^P         mittent  filters  described  on  tbe  foregoing  pages.     The  height  of  tba 
^H        trap  was  raised  12  inches  above  tbe  top  of  tbe  onder-draios  oo  ^k 
^P          September  1,                                                                                                      H 
^B            The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows :  August  14,  0.3S  H 
H         inch;    September  3,  0.30  inch;   September  17,  1.27  inches;    and  1 
^1         November  10,  1.14  inches.     New  sand  was  put  into  the  tilter  only   H 
^H          on  the  occasion  of  the  first  scraping.                                                             ^| 
^B             The  surface  was  raked  to  a  depth  of  1  inch  on  tbe  following  dittes  :   H 
^V        September  4,  14  and  2:!,  October  3,  9,  19  and  2C,  November  1,  8,  ^k 
H        13,  17,  20,  23,  26  and  29.                                                                     ^| 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Ba<Ueria  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filler 

No.  45. 
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FlLTEK   No.    46. 

This  continuous  filter  was  started  Aug.  21,  1803,  nnd  has  coo- 
tained  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.29  millimeter.  The  oomul 
deptli  hns  been  12  inches. 

From  Dec.  8,  181)3,  to  May  VJ,  1894,  the  filter  was  out  of  ser- 
vice, and  on  the  lattei-  dute  was  filled  with  city  (filtered)  w«ter  t 
below.     Beginning  May  21,  this  filtered  water  wns  applied   to  tba  J 
filter  until    September    I.     The    rate   of  filtration    was    2,00O,000j 
gnlluns  per  acre  daily  up  to  June  29  ;  on  June  29  and  30  it  w 
5O0,W0  gallons :  and  after  July  1  it  was  2,500,000  gallons. 

On  and  after  September  1  river  water  was  applied  to  this  filtc 
and  on  this  dute  the  trap  was  raised  to  12  inches  above  the  aadei 
drains. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows :  July  18,  0.3 
inch;  September  3,  0.24  inch;  October  2,  0.32  inch;  Octotwr  S6J 
0.42  inch;  November  2,  0.32  inch;  November  12,  0.43  inch^ 
November  19,  0.49  inch;  and  November  2U,  U.53  inch.  .No  oeiv 
eand  was  added  after  October  2. 

The  rate  of  filtration  was  fluctuated  on  October  12  and  24,  ■ 
November  5. 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Effltient  of  Filter 

No.  46. 
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Filter  No.  47. 

This  iDtermittent  filter  was  started  Sept.  9,  1893,  anil  has  cod* 
tainod  sand  of  an  efleclive  size  of  0.29  millimeter.  The  Dormd 
depth  ia  (iO  inches. 

No  water  was  applied  to  this  filter  after  draining  on  Dec.  8,  1893,' 
until  July  20,  1894,  when  river  water  wns  applied  at  the  top 
filling  the  Ulter  with  water,  filtration  was  begun  at  the  nonuul  ntft 
of  7,500,000  gullons  per  acre  daily.  The  method  of  operation  warn' 
the  same  as  for  the  other  intermittent  filters  dui'ing  this  period. 
On  September  1,  the  trap  was  raised  12  inches  above  the  undei 
drains. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows :  August  2,  0.4 
inch;  August  16,  0.24  inch;  August  24,  0.S5  inch;  Septembers, 
1  inch  ;  September  24,  0.34  inch  ;  September  2l>,  1.94  inches  j 
ber  9.  0.3.^  inch  ;  Octolwr  12,  0.18  inch;  October  13,  3.31  inchw; 
October  19.  0.4S  inch;  Octol>er  21!,  0.37  inch;  October  30.  O.SS 
inch  ;  Niiveroher  fi,  0.41  inch  ;  November  12,  0.42  inch  ;  November 
15,  0-44  inch;  November  17,  1.18  inches;  November  19,  l.Sl 
inches;  November  24,  0.28  inch  ;  and  November  28, 0.57  inch.  No 
new  sand  was  added  after  October  9. 

The  mirfnce  whs  raked  to  a  depth  of  I  incb  on  August  29, 
0,5  inch  on  September  14. 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Oubie  Centimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filler 

No.  47. 
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Filter  No.  48. 

This  filter  was  started  on  Sept.  9,  1H93,  and  has  contained  bu 
of  an  effective  size  of  0.38  millimeter.    The  normal  depth  is  60  IdcIm 
In  1893  it  was  operated  intermittently. 

From  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  Mny  26,  1894,  the  filter  was  out  ofserviM 
On  the  latter  date  it  was  filled  with  city  (filtered)  water  from  belo« 
Beginning  on  May  28,  it  filtered  this  city  water  up  to  October  3$ 
when  river  water  was  regularly  supplied  for  the  remaimler  of  the  seft 
son.    During  the  month  of  June  it  wn8oj)erated  intcrmilteolly  in  tb 
regular  manner;    for  the  rest  of  the  time  the  oporalton  was   ooo 
tinuous.     Up  to  July  1,  the  rate  of  filtration  was  2,000,000  galloo 
per  acre  daily  ;  July  1  to  October  15,  it  was  2,600.000  gallons;  ao 
CD  the  latter  date  it  was  doubled.     The  trap  was  raised  in  the  auB 
way  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  filters. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows :   October  S! 
0.44  inch;  November  12,  2.38  inches;  November  i:{,  2.58  iocfaeii 
November  17,  1.39  inches  j  and  November  19,  2.64  inches.     No  oa 
eand  was  put  in  the  filter  after  scraping. 

Fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  filtration  occurred  on  October  IS  i^ 
26,  and  on  November  27. 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filler 

No.  48. 
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FiLTBB  No.  49. 

This  continuous  filter  waa  started  on  Sept.  d,  1893,  and  baa  con- 
tained sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.38  millimeter.  Its  normal  depth 
is  60  inches. 

From  Dec.  8,  1893,  to  May  26,  1894,  the  filter  was  out  of  ser- 
vice. On  the  latter  date  it  was  filled  with  city  (filtered)  water  from 
below.  From  May  28,  it  filtered  this  water  continnoualy  up  to 
October  25.  The  rate  of  filtration  was  2,500,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily  from  iMay  28  to  June  30,  and  5,000,000  gallons  from  July  1  to 
October  15,  after  which  it  was  increased  to  10,000,000  gallons.  The 
trap  was  changed  to  correspond  with  those  of  the  other  filtera  on 
September  1. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  are  as  follows:  August  3,  0.33 
inch  ;  October  16,  0.37  inch  ;  October  31,  0,41  inch ;  November  6, 
0.47  inch;  November  15,  0.43  inch;  November  19,  0.71  inch; 
November  24,  0.49  inch  ;  and  November  26,  0.71  inch.  New  sand 
was  added  only  on  the  date  of  first  scraping. 

Fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  filtration  occurred  on  October  12  and 
29,  and  November  27. 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  in  Effluent  of  Filler  No.  49. 
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Filter  No.  50. 

This  continuous  Alter  was  started  on  July  23,  IS94,  and  baa  con- 
tained sand  of  an  efiective  size  of  0.4S  millimeter.  It  has  a  Dormal 
depth  of  CO  inches  and  is  constructed  of  material  very  similar  to  that 
in  the  older  Filter  No.  18  A. 

The  rate  of  filtration  has  been  5,000,000  gallona  per  acre  iJaily. 
River  water  was  applied  to  the  top  on  the  date  when  the  coastnic- 
tion  was  completed.  Filtration  was  begun  at  once  and  the  6tter  has 
regularly  received  river  water.  On  September  1  the  trap  waa 
changed  to  correspond  to  those  of  the  other  fillers. 

The  dates  and  depths  of  scraping  areas  follows:  September  3, 
0.42  inch;  September  18.  0.35  inch;  October  lli,  0.43  idch; 
October  2i),  0.49  inch;  November  12,  0.42  inch;  and  November 
24,  0.52  inch.     No  new  sand  was  added  after  September  18. 

Fluctuations  in  the  rate  of  filtration  occurred  on  October  11,  19 
and  26,  and  November  2,  7,  27  and  28. 
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Average  Daily  Kum  her  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Effluent  of  Filler  Ko.  50. 
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MorUkly  Averages  of  Analyses  of  Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  SO. 

[FkTU  p«r  100,000.] 
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Lawrence  City  Filteb. 

This  filter  is  S.5  acres  id  area,  and  was  first  pat  in  operation  Sept. 
20,  1893.  The  average  amoant  of  water  filtered  and  pumped  daily 
has  been  about  3,000,000  gallons.  Under  ordinary  conditions  the 
Burface  of  the  filter  is  uncovered  and  the  sand  drained  about  eight 
hours  daily.  The  effluent  is  pumped  to  the  open  distributing  reser- 
voir of  the  city,  which  is  25  feet  deep  at  high-water  mark  and  has 
a  capacity  of  40,000,000  gallons. 

Once  a  week  throughout  the  year  cbemicnl  analyses  of  the  Merri- 
mack River  water,  before  and  after  its  passage  through  the  filter,  as 
it  leaves  the  reservoir,  and  from  taps  at  the  city  hall  and  experiment 
station,  have  been  made.  Monthly  averages  of  the  results  of  these 
analyses  are  presented  beyond,  together  with  results  of  the  corre- 
sponding bacterial  analyses :  — 
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FILTRATION   OF   WATER. 


Monthly  Average*  of  Analytt  of  tt«  Merrimack  River  Water  a 
the  Lmorenee  City  Filter. 
[P*I1a  pw  ioa,«M.] 
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Monthly  Aoeraget  of  AntUyaet  of  Efflue^  Jhm  the  Oily  Fitter. 
[Piri*  p«r  1OO.OO0.] 
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FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Analytet  of  Wnler  from  a  Tap  at  Ute  Lawrence  Experiment 
Station. 


[P»rUiw  100,000.] 
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Dailt  Bacterial  Analyses. 

Beginning  Dec.  1,  1894,  a  daily  bacterial  analysis  was  made  of 
the  Merrimack  River  water  tjefore  and  alter  its  passage  through  the 
filter  and  as  it  flowed  from  tape  at  the  city  hail  and  experiment  sta- 
tion. This  daily  bacterial  examination  was  continued  until  May, 
1895,  and  the  results  are  presented  below. 

It  must  be  said  in  this  connection  that  the  winter  of  1894-95  was 
very  cold,  and  the  filter  was  covered  with  ice  a  large  portion  of  the 
time.  When  it  was  necessary  to  relieve  clogging,  in  order  to  filter 
the  required  amount  of  water,  the  ice  on  the  beds  of  the  filter  nearest 
the  pumping  station  was  removed  and  these  beds  scraped.  The 
result  of  course  was  a  very  high  rate  of  filtration  for  a  time,  through 
a  limited  area  of  the  filter,  and  hence  increased  numbers  of  bacteria 
in  the  filtered  water.  It  follows  from  this  that  the  bacterial  results 
given  below  are  not  such  as  we  should  have  had  if  the  filter  had 
been  satisfactorily  operated. 

The  results  of  observations,  in  regard  to  typhoid  fever  in  Law- 
rence and  its  relation  to  the  public  water  supply,  will  appear  in  a 
subsequent  report. 
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Daily  Bacterial  BesuUt,  Lawrence  City  Water. 

[Baetoite  par  eoblo  etnUmatOT.] 
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DaUy  BaUtriai  BttuUi,  Laartiwe  OUy  Water  ~  Continaed. 

[BHUrtapcreubU«DLlTiieUr,] 
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Daily  Bacterial  Remits,  Lawrence  City  Water — Continued. 

[Bicterl*  per  cuble  eeotlmater.] 
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Daay  BwUerial  BetuUs,  Lawrence  CUy  Waier—  CoDtioued. 
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Monthly  Averages  of  Daily  Bacterial  Results  from  the  Lawrence  City  Water. 


Bactkbia  pbb  Cubic  Cbhtimbtxb  ih  Watbb 

FBOM 

MOKTHS. 

Rlrer. 

Effluent 
at  Filter. 

Reserroir 
Outlet. 

Citr  HaU 
Tap. 

ExperioaeBt 

^Ulioo 

Tap. 

18»6. 

Deeember 

23,800 

864 

880 

267 

256 

1»0S. 

January,    

18.700 

206 

143 

145 

142 

February,  

15,040 

283 

143 

102 

104 

March 

20.770 

405 

281 

103 

113 

April 

8,420 

84 

106 

66 

68 

Averagea. 

17,350 

268 

200 

137 

196 

Per  cent,  which  the  average  number  of 

bacteria  removed  waa  or  the  average 

number  of  livor  bacteria. 
Per  cent,  which  the  Hverawe  number  of 

bacteria  in  water  wan  of  the  average 

number  of  river  bacteria. 

- 

98.46 
1.54 

98.88 
1.12 

99.21 
.79 

99.22 
.78 

PHYSICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  SANDS, 


WITB 


SPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO  THE  FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


Bt  H.  W.  CLARK,  Cbbmist  of  the  Lawbxhcb  Ezpbbimbht  Station. 


[701J 


PHYSICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  SANDS, 

WITH  Special  Reference  to  the  Filtration  of 

Water. 


By  II.  W.  Clark,  Chemist  of  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1892  contained  an 
article  on  this  subject,*  and  it  is  the  present  purpose  to  present  as 
clearly  and  concisely  as  possible  such  additional  facts  as  longer  con- 
tinued experiments  and  observations  have  brought  to  our  knowl- 
edge. 

The  former  paper  showed  the  importance  of  an  examination  and 
mechanical  analysis  of  materials — soils,  sands  and  gravels — proposed 
for  use  in  filtering  areas,  and  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  fore- 
telling with  considerable  accuracy  their  action  and  value  when  so 
used.  Our  recent  studies  of  the  laws  of  sand  filtration  and  the  quan- 
titative and  qualitative  efficiency  of  filters,  both  when  new  and  after  a 
period  of  use,  have  served  partly  to  modify  but  largely  to  strengthen 
the  earlier  conclusions. 

Our  method  for  the  mechanical  analysis  of  materials  is  the  same 
as  that  formerly  described,  and  is  quite  satisfactory  with  sands  and 
gravels  such  as  we  have  studied.  With  soils  and  loams  the  results 
obtained  by  elutriation  of  the  finer  particles  do  not,  of  course,  bear 
an  exact  relation  to  results  obtained  by  the  same  method  when  ap- 
plied to  the  finer  particles  of  a  sand,  because  of  the  different  shape, 
composition  and  specific  gravity  of  the  soil  and  loam  particles  and 
their  strong  tendency  to  flocculate  or  gather  in  masses  when  in 
water. 

These  masses  act  as  distinct  particles  and  settle  in  a  manner  that 

*  Some  Physical  Properties  of  Sands  and  Gravels,  with  Special  Reference  to  tbeir  Use  in  Fil- 
tration.   By  Allen  Hazen. 
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prevents  any  very  closely  drawn  dlstiDction  l>etween  particles  of  % 
diSerent  wei<;lit  and  size.  This  tendency  to  flocculate  has  Iteta. 
studied  and  discussed  thoroughly  hy  different  agriculturul  chemists, 
notably  Johnson  and  Hilgard.  Roughly  it  may  be  stated  that  tb« 
tendency  varies  inversely  as  the  size  of  the  particles  and  the  temper* 
ature  of  the  water,  and  hence  the  necessity  for  a  unifoi-m  temperatan 
of  the  water  used  in  the  process.  Another  reason  for  uniform  tenw 
perature  is  the  fact  that  sand  grains  settle  more  quickly  in  warm 
than  in  cold  water. 

Various  methods  of  procedure  and  various  forms  of  elutriating 
appuratus  are  used  by  difierent  chemists,  but  the  use  of  a  cylindric*! 
settling  nppuratus  and  the  method  of  decantation  such  &a  we  bava 
adopted  are  generally  conceded  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  results. 


Results  of  Analysis. 
The  mechanicHl  analysis  of  a  sand  should  make  plain  to  us  its 
capacity  and  value  as  a  filtering  medium  in  sewage  and  water  puri6<a' 
lion.  This  understanding  of  the  real  meaning  of  the  analysis 
only  come  by  a  continued  study  of  the  action  in  actual  operation  of 
a  number  of  filters  covering  a  wide  range  of  materials  whose  analy- 
sis is  known.  In  the  former  paper  on  the  subject  a  factor  was  intro- 
duced and  its  importance  in  interpreting  the  mechanical  analysis 
described.  This  factor  was  denominated  the  "  effective  size  "of  Iha 
sand  as  shown  by  analysis,  and  is  the  maximum  diameter  in  milli- 
meters of  the  finer  ten  per  cent,  of  the  sand  grains.  It  has  lieco 
proved  to  aid  largely  in  establishing  an  opinion  quickly  and  accu« 
rately  of  the  value  of  a  sand  for  use  in  sewage  purification,  and  can 
be  used  to  calculate  with  considerable  accuracy,  by  means  of  a  for- 
mula, the  volume  of  water  that  can  pass  through  a  given  area  »f  sand 
in  a  given  time  under  known  conditions. 

The  formula  used  in  this  calculation  is  F=  «P*  ('-Z^I^JJJj  wb«i 
V  is  the  volume  of  water  in  million  gallons  per  acre  daily,  e  is  a  coi 
stant  factor,  d  is  the  effective  size  of  sand  grain  in  millimeters,  A  it 
the  loss  of  head,  I  >s  the  thickness  of  sand  through  which  wster 
passes,  and  ('  ''''|^"*''"J  's  a  factor  for  temperature  correction. 

The  value  of  factor  c  was  given  in  the  former  article  as   1,070. 
It  has  been  learned,  however,  that  physical  and  chemical  properth 
of  the  sand  exert  controlling  influences  which  must  l>e  taken  into  coi 
sideration  in  all  calculations  of  the  volume  of  water  thtt  csn 
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through  a  given  area  of  sand  with  a  given  loss  of  head,  when  the  sand 
is  in  actual  use  in  a  filter.  Prominent  among  these  controlling  fac- 
tors or  conditions  are  the  following :  — 

Increased  compactness  of  the  sand  due  to  settling  and  surface 
pressure. 

Chemical  composition  of  the  sand. 

Presence  of  loam  and  fine  particles. 

Effect  of  uniformity  coefficient. 

Length  of  time  during  which  the  sand  has  been  in  use  in  the  filter. 

SetUing. 

In  the  summer  of  1893  three  water  filters  were  started,  each  five 
feet  in  depth  and  containing  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.26,  0.29 
and  0.38  millimeter  respectively.  To  these  was  added  in  1894  a 
filter  of  the  same  depth  and  containing  sand  of  an  effective  size  of 
0.48  millimeter. 

The  mechanical  analyses  of  these  sands  were  as  follows :  — 
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Determinations  of  the  frictional  resistance  of  these  sands  to  the 
passage  of  water  when  first  in  position  in  the  filters  were  made 
according  to  the  method  given  on  page  552  of  the  report  of  18^2. 
These  determinations  showed  that  all  of  the  sands  had  at  that  time  a 
quantitative  capacity  or  maximum  rate,  as  great  or  greater  than  that 
given  by  the  formula  mentioned  above.  These  observations  of  fric- 
tional resistance  have  been  continued  with  the  sands  of  these  filters, 
and  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained  is  presented  in  the  following 
table. 

It  must  be  mentioned  here  that  the  results  obtained  from  the  sand 
of  Filter  No.  44  appear  to  be  largely  modified  by  the  chemical  com- 
position of  the  sand,  as  will  be  explained  later. 
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i  of  the  table  are  averages  of  many  closely  agreeinx 
The  given  rates  at  date  of  construction  are  of  littbi 
»  and  are  given  principally  to  show  how  misleading  figurat 
ftliiniiwd  within  a  few  days  of  placing  the  Band  in  situ  are.  This 
^|«ction  of  quantitative  capacity  we  believe  to  be  almost  entirely  dtM 
h>  ibc  increased  compnctness  caused  by  the  settling  of  the  wbol« 
Vtil,v  of  the  sand,  Of  course  the  increased  friction  was  duo  to  s 
^xl^ut  to  the  increased  stickiness  of  the  grains  due  to  the  dcpoaitioB 
i,if  tir^nic  matter  and  bacterial  growth  and  changes,  but  the  dcter- 
nimtions  of  frtctional  resistance  were  all  made  in  the  lower  portioos 
t>f  Mch  filter  where  organic  matter  had  accumulated  very  sliiihtljr, 
•»  »]totvn  by  chemical  analyses  of  the  sand  (pages  599—604). 

Compactness  at  the  Surface. 

The  upper  half  foot,  more  r)r  less,  of  a  sand  filter  has  n  tendency 
(i)  Itccome  more  compact  than  the  rest  of  the  filter,  caused  both  by 
the  silting  or  accumulation  of  line  particles  and  organic  matter  in  the 
{luros  of  the  sand,  and  by  the  compression  and  conseijucnt  packing  and 
cementing  due  to  the  pressure  of  the  water  on  the  surface.  Certaia 
(titers  at  the  stntion  have  become  so  compact  that  the  prtMcribed 
■mount  of  water  could  not  pass  even  after  scraping  and  removing 
several  inches  of  the  surface  sand;  relief  being  given  only  afier 
Hpading  over.  Mechanical  analysis  of  the  deejiest  layer  ocrapecl 
showed  no  increase  of  fine  particles,  and  the  organic  matter  pr«»«Dt 
would  account  for  but  a  small  part  of  the  increased  frictional  resut- 
ance.     It  was  due  to  compactness  caused  by  pressure. 

In  November,  i8!l4,  a  low  days  after  finishing  scraping  the  Law- 
rence city  filter,  when  nearly  an  inch  of  the  sui  face  sand  wa^  removedi 
the  Qlter  would  not  allow  the  usual  and  rotpiired  amount  of  water  to 
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pass  through  it,  and  the  surface  was  loosened  to  a  depth  of  six 
inches  to  give  the  necessary  porosity.  In  this  case  the  compact- 
ness was,  doubtless,  largely  owing  to  the  tramping  down  of  the 
sand  by  the  laborers  while  scraping  and  replacing  the  sand,  but  in 
our  small  experimental  filters  no  such  cause  for  compactness  exists. 


Chemical  Composition  of  Sand. 

The  mechanical  analysis  of  a  sand  divides  it  into  portions  in  which 
the  grains  are  approximately  of  equal  size  and  thus  gives  information 
in  regard  to  the  coarseness  or  fineness  of  it,  but  does  not  indicate 
anything  concerning  its  chemical  composition.  Recent  observations, 
however,  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  percentage  of  aluminous  and 
calcareous  material  present  in  a  sand  has  a  decided  influence  upon  its 
frictional  resistance  to  the  passage  of  water.  This  applies  not  only 
to  fine  sands  but  also  to  sands  of  the  grade  most  often  used  for 
water  filtration. 

In  partial  explanation  of  this  it  may  be  said  that  clay  is  a  very  fine 
soil,  the  chief  basis  of  which  is  silicate  of  aluminum,  and  is  almost 
impermeable  to  water.  This  impermeability  is,  apparently,  due  not 
only  to  its  fineness,  but  also  to  its  absorptive  action  towards  water 
and  the  formation  of  hydrous  aluminum  silicate,  the  consequent 
decrease  of  the  open  space  of  the  material  giving  increased  frictional 
resistance  to  the  passage  of  water.  The  finest  particles  of  a  clay, 
that  portion  known  as  colloidal  clay,  when  freshly  precipitated  by 
brine  is  gelatinous  and  very  similar  to  a  mixed  precipitate  of  iron 
and  aluminum  oxides.  Its  volume  diminishes  greatly  on  drying  and 
it  swells  like  glue  when  water  is  applied.  It  is  principally  hydrous 
aluminum  silicate  but  probably  contains  other  bodies  with  "absorptive 
powers  similar  to  those  of  clay. 

Of  course  no  phenomena  of  so  pronounced  a  character  as  just 
described  takes  place  in  any  sand  selected  for  use  in  our  experimental 
filters,  but  that  a  slight  excess  of  aluminous  material  in  or  on  the 
surface  of  the  sand  grains,  especially  when  accompanied  by  a  slight 
excess  of  calcareous  material,  exerts  considerable  influence  is  strongly 
indicated  by  a  comparison  of  observations  of  the  frictional  resistance 
to  the  passage  of  water  of  the  sands  of  Filters  Nos.  43  and  44. 

These  two  filters  contain  five  feet  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective 
size  of  0.26  and  0.29  millimeter  respectively,  and  these  sizes  should 
give,  according  to  the  formula  and  the  use  of  1,070  as  the  value  of  c. 
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maximum  rates  of  72.000,000  and  90,000,000  gallons  per  acr«  d«lj 
respectively.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  repeated  observations 
of  the  loss  of  head  nt  known  rates  of  filtration  have  shown  that  the 
sand  (if  Filter  No.  44,  the  coarser  of  the  two  by  mechanical  analjAi', 
bus  the  greater  frictioiiHl  resistance  to  the  passage  of  water  and  beoct 
the  smaller  maximum  rate,  aa  will  be  seen  by  examioation  of  t^ 
table  already  given.  1 

Chemical  analysis  of  the  two  sands  shows  that  the  saod  grains  ofl 
Filter  No.  44  taken  aa  a  whole  contain  slightly  more  alumiDa  than 
the  sanj  grains  of  Filter  No.  43  taken  as  a  whole ;  and  tho»e  graiiu 
in  Filter  No.  44  which  have  a  diameter  less  than  0.18  millimeter  gc*> 
tain  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  similar  grains  of  Filter  No,  43, 
0.'J5  and  1.75  per  cent,  respectively.  The  sand  of  Filter  No.  ■ 
contains,  by  Schioesing's  method,  0.75  per  cent,  of  calcium  a 
bonate  and  that  of  Filter  No.  43,  0,36  per  cent. 

It  may  he  mentioned  here  that  Filter  No.  44  has  always  been  a  mo 
efficient  filter  in  removing  bacteria  than  Filter  No.  43.  In  1894  tl 
effluent  of  Filter  No.  44,  filtering  Merrimack  River  water  at  an  ave 
ago  rate  of  7,500,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  contained  as  ao  nvemi 
only  0.70  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  the  applied  bacteria,  while  ti 
cfiluent  of  Filter  No.  43,  filtering  at  an  average  rate  of  4,5O0,0C 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  conlained  as  an  average  1.16  per  cent,  uftll 
number  of  the  applied  bacteria. 

A  very  white  North  Carolina  sand  examined  at  this  laboratorj, 
medium  fine  sand  having  an  effective  size  of  0.20  millimeter,  wonl 
allow  only  one-third  of  the  volume  of  wat«r  to  pass  through  it  thi 
its  mechanical  analysis  indicated  as  its  maximum  rate.  Chemlcalf 
analysis  showed  that  it  contained  1.25  per  cent,  of  alumina  and  S.ltf 
per  cent,  of  calcium  carbonate  by  £>chloe8ing's  method,  and  the  fiosr 
particles  had  a  marked  pasty  feeling  and  appearance  when  wet. 

These  mixtures  of  clayey,  calcareous  and  siliuious  particles  wbea 
in  the  right  proportion  in  a  soil  or  sand  behave  in  a  mannerajmilar 
to  cement;  that  is  to  say,  the  sand  of  Filter  No.  44  and  the  white 
sand  last  mentioned  always  cling  together  in  lumps  when  dri^d  an«v 
saturation  with  water,  while  most  sands  fall  opart  in  sepanite  graii 
when  treated  in  the  same  manner.  This  cementing  is  mucli  moi 
marked  in  the  white  sand  than  any  other  we  have  examined  and 
phenomenon  not  entirely  understood  but  obviously  very  important, 
as  showing  the  great  cohesiuo  particles  of  some  sands  have  fur  eai 
other  under  favorable  conditions. 
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Probably  no  more  favorable  conditioD  could  exist  for  sands  of  this 
nature  to  develop  their  maximum  frictional  resistance  than  in  a  filter 
which  is  being  used  to  purify  polluted  water  containing  considerable 
organic  matter,  for  here  the  sand  grains  are  being  gradually  covered 
with  a  thicker  gelatinous  film  of  organic  and  mineral  matter  the 
longer  the  sand  continues  in  use.  The  sand  of  Filter  No.  44  is 
steadily  decreasing  in  quantitative  capacity  while  other  filter  sands 
of  a  harder  nature  have  reached  a  nearly  stationary  or  very  slowly 
decreasing  capacity. 


Effect  of  Uniformity  Coefficient  on  Maximum  Rate. 

The  uniformity  coefficient  is  the  ratio  of  A  to  B  where  the  values  of 
A  and  B  are  such  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  material  is  finer  than  A  and 
10  per  cent,  finer  than  B.  An  examination  of  the  tables  given  will 
show  that  the  sand  of  Filters  No.  43  and  48  have  a  uniformity 
coefficient  of  3.7  and  3.5  respectively,  while  the  sand  of  Filter  No. 
50  has  a  uniformity  coefficient  of  2.4.  The  chemical  analyses  of 
these  sands  show  them  to  be  nearly  identical  in  composition.  Now 
if  we  examine  the  table  showing  maximum  rates  of  flow  at  different 
dates  we  see  that  the  present  maximum  rate  of  flow  of  Filter  No.  43 
is  but  53  per  cent,  of  what  it  was  during  the  first  week  or  two  of  its 
use,  and  the  maximum  rate  of  flow  of  Filter  No.  48  is  but  47  per 
cent,  of  what  it  was  at  first.  On  the  other  hand  the  maximum  rate 
of  flow  of  the  sand  of  Filter  No.  50  is  93  per  cent,  of  what  it  was  at 
first. 

As  has  been  stated  before,  the  measurements  of  frictional  resist- 
ance to  the  passage  of  water  were  all  made  in  the  lower  half  of  the 
filter  where  complications  from  the  accumulation  of  organic  matters 
were  almost  entirely  avoided,  and  these  greater  reductions  of  quan- 
titative capacity  in  the  case  of  Filters  No.  43  and  48,  as  compared 
with  Filter  No.  50,  are  believed  to  be  due  to  their  greater  compact- 
ness, caused  by  their  greater  uniformity  coefficient. 

If  a  filter  was  filled  with  sand,  all  of  whose  grains  were  spherical 
and  of  the  same  size,  they  would  take  their  most  compact  position 
very  quickly  and  the  open  space  would  not  be  reduced  except  by  the 
accumulation  of  foreign  matter.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  were 
irregular  in  shape  and  size  they  would  reach  their  most  compact 
condition  more  slowly  and,  the  greater  their  irregularity,  the  greater 
their  variety  in  shape  and  size,  the  more  closely  compacted  they 
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could  become.  This  compactiDg  is  of  course  aided  hy  the  flow  of 
water  through  the  saad,  agitation  of  the  sand  caused  by  the  eecapt 
of  air  and  filling  the  filter  slowly  with  water  from  below  aft«r 
scraping. 

Presence  of  Loam.  ' 

A  small  percentage  of  loam  mixed  with  a  sand  increases  tbe 
frictional  resistance  of  the  sand  to  the  flow  of  water  and  thus  de- 
creases its  maximum  rate.  This  loiim  is  generally  detected  in  the 
mechanical  analysis  because  of  its  fineness  and  consequent  collectitw 
on  the  finest  sieves,  hut  it  sometimes  occurs  as  a  thin  coating  on  \b» 
sand  grains  in  such  manner  as  to  be  almost  invisible  and  is  not 
shaken  ofi"  during  sifting.  It  would  of  course  be  a  fruitful  source  of 
sub-surface  clogging  in  a  water  filter,  and  if  such  sand  is  to  be  used 
the  loam  should  first  be  removed  by  washing. 

In  the  bank  from  which  the  sand  for  the  Lawrence  city  filter 
was  obtained,  a  number  of  pockets  or  layers  of  sand  were  found 
apparently  of  a  grade  suitable  for  use  but  whose  value  was  lessened 
by  this  coating  of  loam  on  the  grains. 

Conclusions. 

From  a  careful  study  of  the  accumulated  evidence  of  our  investi- 
gations on  the  flow  of  water  through  sand,  it  would  appear  that  all 
calculations  and  estimates  of  the  rate  at  which  water  can  be  filtered 
through  a  given  sand  with  the  use  of  a  given  head  should  i>e  based 
upon  the  frictional  resistance  that  sand  will  have  when  it  has  reached 
its  normal  condition  of  compactness  in  a  filter.  Its  quantiUitiTe 
capacity  at  that  time  is  its  true  capacity,  or  maximmu  rate,  what- 
ever may  be  the  results  obtaiued  during  the  first  few  days  or  weelu 
of  its  use. 

Its  maximum  rate  cannot  be  determined  by  any  set  valae  for 
factor  c  for  all  sands,  hut  experience  with  Filter  No.  50,  and  other 
shorter  experiments,  have  indicated  that  800,  when  the  values  of  A, 
d  and  /  are  the  same  as  given  before,  will  approximate  it«  value  for 
sands  whose  uniformity  coefficient  is  low. 

For  sands  whose  uniformity  coefficient  is  as  high  as  is  tbe  cat*' 
with  Filters  No.  4.')  and  48,  the  use  of  550  as  the  value  of  c  woaU 
give  more  nearly  their  true  maximum  rate. 

These  conclusions  are  for  such  sands  as  we  have  used ;  sands 
from  other  localities  might,  and  probably  would,  give  diflerent  resalta. 
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FOOD  AND  DEUG  INSPECTION. 


The  following  report  embraces  the  operations  of  the  Board  relat- 
ing to  food  and  drug  inspection,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1894, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1882  and  1883. 

The  force  employed  in  this  department  of  work  was  as  follows  :  — 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Worcester,.       .        .       ^       .        .        .    Analyst, 
Prof.  Charles  A.  Goesshann,               .        .*      .  .    Analyst 

Mr.  Albert  £.  Leach, Assistant  Analyst, 

John  H.  Terry, Inspector. 

John  F.  McCaffrey, Inspector, 

Horace  F.  Davis, Inspector, 

The  whole  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  (including  milk) 
examined  during  the  year  was  6,874,  making  the  total  number  ex- 
amined since  the  beginning  of  work  under  the  provisions  of  the  food 
and  drug  acts  60,477, 

The  following  summary  embraces  the  work  done  during  the  year :  — 

Number  of  samples  of  miJk  examined, 3,551 

Number  of  samples  above  standard, 1,794 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 1,757 

Percentage  of  adulteration  or  deficiency, 49.5 

Number  of  samples  of  other  kinds  of  food  (not  milk),          .        .  2,836 

Number  of  samples  above  standard, 2,566 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 270 

Percenta^i^e  of  adulteration, 9.5 

Number  of  samples  of  drugs  examined, 487 

Number  of  samples  of  good  quality, 324 

Number  of  samples  adulterated,  as  defined  by  the'statutes, .        ,  163 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 33.5 

Total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined,        .        .  6,874 

Total  number  found  to  be  of  good  quality, 4,684 

Total  number  not  conforming  to  the  statutes,        ....  2,190 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 31.9 
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It  will  not  be  necessary  to  detail  in  full  the  reasons  for  the  differ- 
ences in  the  foregoing  figures  between  the  percentages  of  adulteration 
which  are  found  upon  examination  to  exist  in  relation  to  milk  and 
other  articles  of  food,  since  the  cause  of  the  great  discrepancy  has 
been  made  sufficiently  plain  in  previous  reports.  It  is  sufficient 
therefore  to  state  here  that  the  percentage  of  adulteration  of  milk 
(nearly  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  samples,  or  49.5  per  cent.) 
largely  represents  natural  deficiencies  and  not  artificial  adulteration ; 
in  other  words,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  milk  as  produced  at  the 
dairies  is  below  the  legal  standard  when  first  drawn  from  the  cow. 

The  following  summary  presents  the  statistics  of  the  work  done 
under  the  food  and  drug  acts  for  the  entire  period  of  twelve  years 
ending  with  Sept.  30,  1894 :  — 
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The  foregoing  table  shows  the  entire  cost  of  enforcement  of  the 
food  and  drug  acts  for  the  twelve  years  1883-94  to  have  been 
$105,150.74.  The  average  cost  of  examination  of  each  sample, 
when  all  expenses  are  considered,  for  the  whole  period,  was  $1.74. 
This,  however,  includes  the  whole  cost  of  collection  and  analysis, 
with  such  other  expenses  as  were  incurred  under  the  provisions  of 
the  statutes,  including  the  cost  of  complaints  entered  at  court,  and 
the  employment  of  counsel  in  a  few  cases  only. 

It  also  appears  that  the  average  cost  per  sample  has  been  reduced 
from  $2.26  in  the  first  year  (1883)  to  $1.52  in  the  last  year  (1894). 
There  was  a  slight  increase  in  1889,  which  was  followed  by  a 
gradual  and  comparatively  uniform  decrease  in  the  average  cost  from 
that  year  until  the  date  of  the  present  report. 

The  actual  improvement  secured  by  the  operation  of  the  food  and 
drug  act,  and  the  advantage  which  the  people  of  the  State  derive 
therefrom,  cannot  be  precisely  stated  from  the  foregoing  figures,  for 
reasons  which  have  been  fully  detailed  in  previous  reports.  It  is 
sufficient  to  remark  that  the  action  of  Massachusetts  in  this  direction 
has  been  very  highly  commended,  not  only  by  the  officials  of  the 
United  States  government  who  have  similar  work  under  their  charge, 
but  also  by  the  executive  authorities  of  other  States  of  the  Union, 
many  of  which  have  enacted  laws  similar  to  our  own,  but  have  failed 
to  make  the  appropriations  essential  to  their  enforcement. 

The  work  of  the  Board  in  this  department  in  the  earlier  years 
following:  the  enactment  of  the  adulteration  acts  was  done  at  con- 
siderable  disadvantage,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  dividing 
it  between  several  different  laboratories  located  in  different  places. 
After  nearly  ten  years  of  divided  work  this  principal  portion  of  the 
food  and  drug  inspection  of  the  State  was  brought  under  the  super- 
vision of  one  analyst  and  into  one  laboratory,  at  994  Washington 
Street ;  and  finally,  at  the  close  of  1894,  the  entire  work,  with  the 
exception  of  the  examination  of  the  milk  of  western  Massachusetts, 
was  removed  to  the  new  laboratory  in  the  State  House  Annex, 
where  it  is  now  conducted.  The  great  advantage  of  this  concentra- 
tion can  only  be  best  appreciated  by  those  who  are  intimately  con- 
cerned in  its  execution. 

The  report  of  the  analyst,  which  follows  this  introductory  state- 
ment, contains  certain  points  which  are  worthy  of  special  comment. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  routine  statement  relating  to  the  amount  of 
work  done  in  the  examination  of  different  articles  of  food,  a  special 
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statement  is  prescDted  of  the  results  of  analysis  of  36  eamplMtf 
cream  obtained  from  retail  dealers. 

The  paragraph  relating  to  spices  is  specially  noteworthy,  since  it 
shows  that  only  9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  numher  was  found  to  b> 
adulterated.  This  is  a  smaller  percentage  than  that  of  any  preTiou 
year,  and  shows  the  actual  benefits  derived  from  this  law  better  thin 
in  the  case  of  other  articles  of  food,  since  the  samples  of  spins 
were  obtained  during  the  djflerent  years  under  compamtirelj  uni- 
form conditions.  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  namber  of  whole- 
sale spice  dealers  in  Massachusetts  who  take  pride  in  the  production 
of  pure  goods  has  largely  increased  since  1883, 

The  following  table  presents  the  percentage  of  adulteration  found 
in  examination  of  spices  obtained  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Board 
from  1883  to  1894,  inclusive  :  — 


48.8 
34.0 
25.1 
16.6 


15.4 

la.s 

17.8 
IS.  6 
14.0 
9.0 


The  statement  of  the  analyst  in  regard  to  the  ezaminatioD  of  tin 
contents  of  tin  cans  containing  articles  of  food  is  worthy  of  serioof 
consideration.  The  report  shows  that  analyses  were  carefully  made, 
and  indicated  not  only  the  presence  of  tin  but  also  that  quaatitatiw 
analyses  were  made  proving  that  the  amounts  of  this  melal  wet« 
present  in  quite  appreciable  quantities.  The  following  statetuont  oC 
the  analyst  is  repeated  in  full,  since  it  has  an  important  beariu 
upon  the  subject :  — 

The  poisonous  nature  of  tin  salts  in  smell  doses,  as  established  by  ex 
periments  dd  animals,  is  unquestioned.  It  wonld  seem  a  reasonable  Inrci 
ence  that  bo  large  an  amount  as  '250  milligramnies  (calculated  aa  Sn  O,)  ti 
a  can  of  650  cubic  centimeters  coutente  is  not  a  safe  constitueot  of  thi 
food. 

An  important  part  of  the  present  report  is  that  which  relalm  fa 
the  inspection  of  intoxicating  liquors  used  as  beverages.     Hitherto^ 
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nearly  if  not  quite  all  of  the  examinations  of  wines  and  liquors  have 
been  confined  to  those  which  were  sold  as  drugs  and  were  obtained 
at  the  drug  stores.  The  quality  of  these  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  special  comment  in  previous  reports,  and  especially  in  that  of 
1885  (seventh  supplement,  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity). 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  second  section  of  the  food  and 
drug  act,  as  amended  by  chapter  171  of  the  Acts  of  1886,  includes 
all  articles  used  as  beverages  under  the  term  ''  food,"  and  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  makes  intoxicating  drinks  legally  articles  of  <'  food," 
independently  of  the  physiological  aspect  of  the  question  :  — 

The  term  ''  food,"  as  used  herein,  shall  include  confectionery,  condiments 
and  all  articles  used  for  food  or  drink  by  man.  (Acts  of  1882,  263,  §  2  ; 
1886,  171.) 

With  this  statute  in  view,  a  collection  of  liquors  was  made  from 
the  saloons  and  drinking-places  of  the  principal  cities.  This  collec- 
tion included  the  different  kinds  of  distilled  liquors,  ale,  beer  and 
cider,  to  the  number  of  175. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  (1)  that  intoxicating  liquors  used 
as  beverages  are  quite  as  liable  to  adulteration  as  other  articles 
which  are  legally  classed  as  ''  food  ; "  and  (2)  that  the  adulterations 
are  mainly  of  a  harmless  character,  the  chief  harmful  or  poisonous 
ingredient  being  the  alcohol  which  they  contain. 

The  examinations  of  liquors  used  as  beverages  confirm  the  fol- 
lowing statements  previously  made  in  the  reports  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  quality  of  liquors  sold  as  drugs :  — 

These  examinations  have  also  shown  the  falsity  of  a  popular  impression 
.  .  .  that  the  harmful  effect  of  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  is 
due  to  the  adulterations  to  which  they  are  subjected  rather  than  to  the 
alcohol  which  they  contain.  It  is  suflScient  to  say  that  such  statements 
have  no  foundation  in  fact.     (Seventh  supplement,  1885,  pages  81,  82.) 

Not  a  single  sample  of  adulterated  spirits,  in  the  popular  understand- 
ing of  that  term,  that  is,  one  containing  a  more  injurious  ingredient  than 
alcohol  itself,  was  met  with,  although  very  few  were  exactly  what  they 
purported  to  be. 

Referring  to  wines  the  analyst  says :  — 

Fortunately,  as  in  the  case  of  the  spirits  examined,  alcohol  has  been  the 
most  injurious  ingredient  found  present  in  the  samples.  (Report  of  the 
analyst  of  drugs,  seventh  supplement,  1885,  pages  184,  186.) 
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The  great  and  serious  harm  to  which  a  very  large  part  of  tbi 
population  is  constantly  exposed  by  the  consumption  of  intoxicattn 
liquors  is  undoubtedly  due  aloioat  entirely  to  the  alcohol  cootaiDa 
in  them  and  not  to  other  ingredients,  either  natural,  accidental  or  a 
a  fraudulent  nature. 

Milk  Inspection. 

The  atatutea  provide  that  "  not  leas  than  three-Bfths"  of  the  m 
pfopriation  under  the  food  and  drug  acts  must  Ite  expeoded   in  (il 
enforcement  of  the   laws  relating  to  the  ndulteratioD    of  milk  ai 
milk  producta,  thua  recognizing  the  importance  of  these  articles 
constituents  of  the  food  supply. 

While   the  enforcement  of  theue   laws  undoubtedly   exercises 
degree    of  influence   in    promoting   the   public   health,  it    must   I 
admitted  that  the  chief  result  of  the  execution  of  the   laws  is  of  ti 
commercial  character;  that  is  to  say  the  adulteration  of  milk  is 
sidered  mainly  as  a  commercial  fraud,  while  the  actual  harm  done  ttt 
the  consumer  by  the  various  processes  which  impoverish   the  raillf 
is  apt  to  be  overlooked.     Hence  the  dishonest  milk  producers  aal 
the  milk  vendors  usually  have  a  much  greater  dread  of  the  exposuiv 
of  their  criminal  acts  and  the  resulting  penalty  than  they  have  of 
the    more    rare   occurrence,  the  loss   of  trade,  which   occasionally 
follows  the  outbreak   of  some   infectious  disease  among   the   con- 
sumers of  milk.     It  has  not  infrequently  happened  that  the  railfc 
vendor  who  finds  his  business  suddenly  diminishing  bitterly  com- 
plains that  the  health  officials  are  injuring  him,  when  as  a  matter  of 
fact  the  loss  of  business  had  already  begun  before  the  matter  had 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary  authority,  since  the  public,  who 
are  gradually  becoming  more  enlightened  in  regard  to  public  healtjl 
questions,  had  noticed  the  coincidence  of  the  outbreak  with  the  roala 
of  some  milkman,  and  reasonably  regarded  these  circumstnucea 
being  in  the  line  of  cause  and  effect. 

In  a  later  part  of  this  report  may  be  found  further  investigatioM 
in   this  direction   by  Prof.  W,  T.   Sedgwick,  iu  addition  to  tboss 
which  were  published  by  the  same  author  in  the  report  of  the  Boai4> 
for  1892  relative  to  typhoid  epidemics  due  to  infected  milk  suppli 
in  Springfield  and  Somerville.     These  epidemics  show  couclusivelr 
the  need  of  legislation  which  shall   provide  for  the  sanitary  euro  ai 
inspection  of  dairies  with  the  same  degree  of  efficiency  as  now  exit 
in  tho^e  statutes  which  were  enacted  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of 
fnilk. 
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The  following  quotation  from  the  **  London  Lancet"  (1894,  page 
992)  refers  to  the  English  epidemic  which  is  mentioned  by  Professor 
Sedgwick  on  a  later  page :  — 

A  farm  on  which  there  had  been  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  furnished  milk 
to  the  creamery.  This  milk  was  of  course  mixed  with  that  of  the  other 
patrons  and  separated,  the  patrons  taking  the  skim-milk  home.  Out  of 
about  twenty-four  farms  dealing  with  the  creamery  twelve  suffered  with 
the  disease,  while  all  the  farms  in  that  district  not  dealing  with  it  —  about 
one  hundred  and  eighty  —  escaped  except  two,  and  the  infection  was  indi- 
rectly conveyed  to  these.  The  persons  attacked  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  the  skim-milk.  Of  the  twelve  farms  which  escaped  the  epidemic, 
on  some  the  skim-milk  was  not  used  without  boiling,  and  on  the  others  it 
was  given  only  to  young  cattle  and  pigs.  Farmers  in  the  infected  district 
who  carried  their  milk  to  another  creamery  were  not  attacked.  Of  twenty- 
three  cases  which  occurred  in  the  town  in  the  district,  nineteen  used  skim- 
milk  and  the  remaining  four  had  milk  from  the  infected  dairies.  In  all  — 
in  the  town  and  rural  district  —  there  were  sixty-one  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  *'  every  one  of  which  was  capable  of  being  easily  traced  back  to 
the  imported  one.  Fifty-two  contracted  the  disease  directly  through  the 
creamery,  and  the  remaining  nine  indirectly  by  means  of  food  or  milk  from 
dairies  which  became  infected  secondarily." 

To  account  for  the  infection  of  the  milk  from  the  first  case,  the  author 
found  that  the  person  attacked  with  the  disease  was  nursed  by  one  of  the 
dairy  maids,  ^^and  in  several  of  the  dairies  subsequently  visited  I  found 
the  dairy  maids  acting  in  the  dual  capacity  of  milkers  and  nurses  ;  in  fact, 
I  saw  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  if  the  infection  once  got  on  the  hands 
it  had  every  opportunity  of  eventually  reaching  the  milk." 

In  regard  to  the  germs  of  the  disease  the  author  says :  — 

''The  typhoid  bacillus  measures  about  the  ten-thousandth  part  of  an 
inch,  and  Dr.  Klein  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  capable  of  doubling  its 
numbers  in  thirty  minutes.  A  streak  of  these,  therefore,  on  the  finger,  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  length  and  of  microscopical  width,  will  contain  about 
twenty- five  hundred  germs,  and  if  they  find  their  way  into  the  milk  they 
will  number  about  forty  thousand  at  the  end  of  two  hours,  —  quite  sufficient 
to  spread  disease  broadcast  through  all  the  dairies  around  any  butter 
factory." 

The  author  emphasizes  the  liability  of  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  as 
scarlet- fever,  diphtheria,  cholera,  etc.,  through  the  medium  of  creameries, 
where  even  a  single  patron  is  careless ;  and  concludes  that  ''  wherever  a 
creamery  exists,  there  a  sanitary  policeman  should  secure  the  proper 
management  of  the  dairies."  He  cites  the  stringent  rules  of  the  Denmark 
creameries,  imposing  fines  upon  any  patron  delivering  milk  during  an  out- 
break of  an  infectious  disease  in  his  family  or  stock. 
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Warning  Notices  to  Retailers. 

The  following  list  embraces  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  to  I 
which  notices  were  sent  during  the  year,  stating  that  the  parties  lo  I 
whom  they  wore  sent  were  found  to  be  retailing  food  and  drag)  I 
which  were  found  to  be  below  the  required  standard  of  purity. 

This  form  of  notice  was  adopted  by  thu  Board  at   the  beginoiiiE 
of  its  work  under  the  food  anil  drug  acts.     It  is  not  required  >'V 
statutes,  and  is  usually  sent  only  to  retailers  in  cases  where   ' 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  retailer  may  not  be  aware  of  ' 
that  the  articles  which  he  sells  are  below  the  standard   «>t    ] 
required  by  the  statute.     Failure  to  receive  such  notice  in  nvy  l: 
case,  however,  cannut  be  understood  as  relieving  the   retiiili  r   i 
liability  to  complaint  at  court. 


Citica  and  Towns  to  which  NoCicen  were 

»ent  on  Accimni  of  AduUcraUd  Dmgt. 

Boston 12 

Milford.       ...          .         .         1 

Chelsea 1 

North  Adam 1 

CLioopee 1 

Salem, I 

Fall  Hirer, 3 

South  Framioghaiu.     .         .         .         i 

Fitchburg 1 

SpriDgfick! I 

Gtimcester 1 

Wnbum 1 

l»well 2 



Marlileliead 1 

Total » 
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Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Milk. 


Beverly, 2 

Boston, 14 

Brockton, 1 

Brookline, 7 

Cambridge, 19 

Chelsea, 80 

Dedham, 8 

Everett, 3 

Fall  River 13 

Fitchburg, 8 

Gloucester, 7 

Hingham, 1 

Hoi  yoke, 1 

Hyde  Park, 8 

Lawrence, 4 

Littleton, 6 

Lunenburg, 1 

Maiden, 18 

Marblehead, 9 

Marlborough, 2 

Medford, 9 

Melrose, 8 

Mendon, 2 

Milford, 1 


Nantasket, 

2 

Natick,    . 

3 

Newton,  . 

7 

North  Adams, . 

3 

North  Reading, 

7 

Peabody, . 

2 

Provincetown, 

5 

Quincy,    . 

5 

Readville, 

1 

Revere,    . 

15 

Salem, 

.      8 

Salisbury, 

2 

Somerville, 

32 

Stoneham, 

1 

Taunton, . 

1 

Upton,     . 

1 

Waltham, 

9 

Winchester,     . 

7 

Winthrop, 

> 

6 

Wobum,  . 

i 

.      7 

Worcester, 

2 

Total, 


.  287 
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Prosecutions. 
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In  the  reports  of  the  last  two  years  a  condensed  eummary  was  pre- 
sented, showing  the  number  of  prosecutions  conducted  in  each  jetr 
since  the  beginning  of  work  under  the  food  and  drug  acts.  The  fal- 
lowing table  presents  the  same  figures,  with  the  addition  of  those  for 
the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1894  :  — 

Number  of  Complaints  EnUred  in  Court. 


\ 


«2MS 
8389 
8,91!) 

2,668 

>.47«  00 
2,625  00 


•21,280  ffc 


•  To  H^r  1.  IMS.  t  PoBrmaalluaBlr.  t  ITo  taoord  kapt. 

Ratio  of  convictions  to  complaints,  90.7  per  cent. 

Note.  —  All  com pttiints  entered  before  May  1, 1866,  were  anOer  the  dir«c(i 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  Liinncy  and  Charity,  aud  h11  afler  that  dale  w«r«  lui 
the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  id  JaDoarj 
1895,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes :  — 


The  following  eumiiiary  is  made  in  compliance  with  the  proTisioiM  < 
chapter  289,  section  2,  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  requiring  the  State  Board  > 
Health  to  '■  report  annnally  to  the  legislature  the  number  of 
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made  under  chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of  1882,  and  an  itemized  account  of 
all  money  expended  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  thereof." 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  by  authority  of  the  Board 
against  offenders,' und^r  th^  provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  -acts,  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.'  30, 189^,  was  90. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  articles  were  sold,  and  'in  respect  to 
which  complaints  were  entered  in  court,  the  character  of  the  articles  found 
to  be  adulterated,  or  fraudulently  sold,  the  dates  of  the  trials  and  their 
result,  are  presented  in  tha  following  table :  —    . 


* 

% 

•                                                                                                                            • 

Milk  and  Milk  Products. 

For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Milk.    ' 

•               • 

Plaos.                                                      Datb. 

• 

RsauLT. 

In  Boston,      ....      Dec.        1,  1893, 

. '     Convicted. 

Boston, 

r 

.*     Dec.      21,  1893,      .'       .        / 

4i 

Boston, 

!     Jan.      26,  1894,      .  *      . ' 

ft 

•ft 

Boston, 

.'     April      7,  1894,      . 

•ft 

Fall  River,* 

• 

/     Oct.       19,  1893,      .        .  '      .        . 

•ft 

Fall  River, 

» 

/     Oct       19,  1893,      . 

ftt 

Fall  River, 

*     Oct       19,  1893 

ift 

Fall  River, 

Nov.       1,  1893,      .        .        . 

ftft 

Fall  River,' 

June     28,  1894,      .        .  '      .  '      . 

•ft 

Fall  River,' 

'     June     28,  1894,      .        .  *      .        , 

Acquitted. 

Fall  River,' 

July      25,  1894,      .        . 

Convicted. 

Fall  River, 

July      26,  1894 

f 

Fall  River, 

Aug.       7,  1894,      .        .        .        . 

tt 

Fall  River, 

Aug.      21,  1894,       .        .        .        . 

(1 

Fall  River, 

Sept     19,  1894,      . 

•• 

Fall  River, 

Sept     19,  1894,      .        .        .        , 

Acquitted. 

Fall  River, 

Sept     28,  1894,       .        .        .        . 

Convicted. 

Fall  River, 

.      Sept     28,  1894,      . 

ft( 

Lynn, 

Nov.       3,  1893,       .        .        .        . 

Acquitted. 

Lynn, 

Nov.       3,  1893,      .        .        .        , 

ti 

Lynn, 

.      Nov.       3,  1893,       .        .        .  *      . 

i( 

Lynn, 

Nov.       3,  1893,      .        .        .  '      . 

tt 

Lynn, 

Nov.       3,  1893,      .        .        ,        . 

it 

Lynn, 

Nov.       3,  1893,      . 

tt 

Lynn, 

.      Nov.       3,  1893,      . 

tt 

Somerville, 

July       6,  1894,      .        .        .        . 

Convicted. 

Somerville, 

July      13,  1894,      . 

tt 

Somerville, 

July      13,  1894,      , 

tt 

Somerville, 

.      Sept       8,  1894,      . 

ftt 

Chelsea,    . 

.      Nov.       2,  1893,      .        .        .        . 

Acquitted. 

Chelsea,    . 

Sept     28,  1894,      .        .  '      . 

Convicted. 

Springfield, 

Oct       27,  1893,       . 

tt 

Quincy,     . 

.      Dec.      14,  1893,      . 

tt 
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For  Fraudulent  Sales  op  Other  Articles  of  Food. 


Place. 

In  North  Adams, 
North  Adams, 
Lowell,    . 


Id  North  Adams, 
Chicopee, 


In  West  Gardner, 
Salem, 


•        • 


In  Boston,    •        .        • 


In  Boston, 
Taunton, 
Taunton, 
Taunton, 


In  Boston,     , 
Chicopee, 


Molasses. 

Datb. 

Oct  23,  1893, 
Oct.  23,  1893, 
July       26,  1894, 


Coffee. 

Oct.        23,  1898, 
Nov.       17,  1893, 

Cream  of  Tartar, 

Nov.      15,  1893, 
Aug.        2,  1894, 

Honey, 
May       29,  1894, 

Mttstard. 

Oct.  27,  1893, 

Jan.  11,  1894, 

Jan.  18,  1894, 

Jan.  18,  1894, 

Pepper. 

Oct         27,  1893, 
Nov.       17,  1893, 


RB8I7LT. 

Con\icted. 


«« 

M 


Convicted, 
it 


Convicted. 


M 


Convicted. 


Convicted, 
ti 


Convicted. 


Summary. 

Complaints  entered  in  court  under  the  acts  relating  to  the  inspection  of 

railic  and  milk  products, 76 

Other  articles  of  food, 14 

Total, 90 

The  whole  number  of  complaints  entered  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1894,  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
against  parties  for  violation  of  the  statutes  relating  to  food  and  drug 
inspection  was  90. 

In  77,  or  85.5  per  cent.,  of  these  the  parties  were  convicted.  Thirteen 
were  discharged  either  in  the  district,  municipal  or  superior  courts.  Of 
this  number  7  occurred  in  one  city  and  under  unusual  circumstances. 

Of  the  whole  number,  76  were  for  violation  of  the  laws  relating  to  milk 
adulteration,  and  of  this  number  63  resulted  in  conviction.  The  greater 
number  of  these  was  for  violation  of  the  statute  providing  that  milk 
offered  for  sale  shall  be  of  good  standard  quality. 
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Id  2  of  the  ToregoiDg  cases  the  complaint  vas  for  e&le  of  milk  from  cm 
Dot  properly  marked,  aDd  1  of  these  was  an  adallerated  skimmed  milL 
Two  cases  were  for  sales  oF  milk  cootaining  colonog  matter,  sekI  I  coo- 
tain  ed  boracic  acid. 

Of  tbe  14  comptaioU  for  fraadulent  sales  of  otber  kinds  of  toad,  all  of 
tlie  parties  were  convicted.  Tbe  articles  of  food  embraced  ia  Ibis  list  wm 
as  follows :  — 

Slolasses,  3  cases ;  coffee,  2  cases ;  mostard,  4  cases ;  cream  ot  tartar, 
2  cnses ;  honey,  1  case  ;  pepper,  2  cases. 

The  standard  oF  whole  milk  in  ^tlassachuseCts  is  13  per  cent,  of  solid 
residue,  except  in  May  and  June,  when  it  is  12  per  cent.  Tbe  folhnriag 
list  presents  the  total  solids  in  all  the  samptea  of  milk  apoD  wbicfa  c 
plaints  were  founded,  so  far  as  records  of  the  same  were  kept :  — 


6.41 


10.00  10.48 


10.72 


ll.OS  11.40  ll.M 


6.89 

10.02 

10.60 

10.88 

11.10 

11.46 

11. «« 

8.»0 

10.06 

10.65 

1U.90 

11.30 

11.46 

II.O 

9.17 

10.10 

10.60 

10.93 

11.20 

11.49 

11.70 

9.30 

10.10 

10.62 

10.  as 

11.20 

11.50 

I1.7J 

9.31 

10.20 

10.64 

10.96 

11.27 

11. S3 

ll.M 

9.46 

10.21 

10.64 

10.99 

11.30 

II. S3 

IS. 00 

9.76 

10.32 

10.68 

11.00 

11.30 

11.64 

9.94 

10.40 

10.69 

11.05 

11.31 

11.64 

9.94 

10.40 

10.69 

11.07 

It. 40 

11.64 

The  total  iiDml>er  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  daring  d 
year  was  as  follows  : — ■_ 

Milk 3.M1 

Giber  articles  of  food 3,836 

Drugs -487 

Total 6JB74 

|10,9Ui 


Total  expenses  of  collection,  exsminatioD  and  prosecution, 
Avernge  expense  per  sample  collected,       .... 


Fines. 
The  amount  of  fines  paid  into  the  treasuries  of  counties,  cities  sad  tow* 
nndcr  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  general  and  special  laws  relative  to  tbe  inspa 
tion  of  food  and  drugs  was  as  follows  :  — 

Fines  paid  for  riolation  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Aett,  upon  Data  etUentI  Jbr  It 

Year  ending  Sept.  30, 1894. 
L'lider  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  milk  and  milk  producis,       tS«B07  4 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  reinliug  tu  other  articles  of  food,  .  118  fl 

"iwtTfl 
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Expenditures. 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Aels  during  the  Year  ending  Sept, 

30, 1894. 


Fob  the  EirvoiORMBirT  of  thb  Btatutbs 

BKLATWO  TO  KOOD  AND  DbCO 
IMIPBOTION. 


ItoUtlTe  to  MUk 

and 
Milk  ProdocU. 


BeUitUe  to  Other 

Kinds  Of 
Food  and  Drags. 


Salaries  of  analysts, 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples,   . 

Apparatus  and  chemicals, 

Furniture  and  fittings  at  laboratory,    . 

Legal  services, 

Gas, 

Extra  services, 

Mi1k-«}ins,  taofs,  washing  windows  and  sundry 
small  supplies, . 


Total, 


•2,750  00 

2,600  00 

998  05 

141  20 

1  95 

5  00 

12  00 

SO  00 

24  29 


•6,462  49 


•1,750  00 

1,400  00 

661  95 

64  20 


8  00 
18  00 


•3,902  15 
6,462  49 

f  10,364  64 


SAM'L  W.  ABBOTT. 

Secretary, 
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REPORT  OF  DR.  C.  P.  WORCESTER,  ANALYST. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  of  the  Stale  Board  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  analysis  of  foods  and 
drugs  for  the  year  beginning  Oct.  1,  1893,  and  ending  Sept.  30, 1894. 

The  Laboratory. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  done  daring  the  last  year 
in  the  temporary  laboratory  at  994  Washington  Street,  Boston.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  we  moved  into  the  permanent  laboratory  which 
was  just  completed  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  State  House  Extension. 

This  laboratory,  which  was  specially  designed  to  meet  our  re- 
quirements, consists  of  two  rooms  lighted  by  south  windows  and 
also  by  skylight.  These  two  rooms  are  provided  with  asphalt  floors, 
which  are  shellacked  to  facilitate  cleaning.  They  are  ventilated  by 
a  four-foot  exhaust  fan,  which  is  driven  by  an  electric  motor  and 
which  draws  from  a  system  of  ventilators  and  hoods  in  both  rooms. 

The  larger  room,  sixty  by  twenty-five  feet,  is  subdivided  into  an 
inspector's  anteroom  fitted  with  lockers  for  samples,  a  dark  room  for 
storage  and  for  work  with  the  spectroscope  and  polariscope,  a  sepa- 
rate balance  room  and  a  photographic  dark  closet.  There  are  sixty- 
eight  feet  of  tiled  workbenches  with  sinks,  one  of  which  is  hooded, 
small  hoods  for  various  purposes,  glass  cases,  cupboards,  etc. 

Milk. 

The  total  number  of  milk  samples  analyzed  during  the  j'^ear  has 
been  3,368,  or  295  more  than  last  year.  Of  this  number  all  but  169 
samples,  which  are  from  suspected  producers,  are  from  dealers  in 
cities  and  towns  chiefly  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  Forty-nine 
per  cent,  are  below  the  standard,  a  number  which  closely  agrees  with 
similar  averages  for  years  past.  It  must  be  said  that  so  large  a 
number  of  samples  taken  from  dealers  at  random  represents  fairly 
the  quality  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  State.  This  percentage  of  49 
below  the  standard  includes  some  samples  of  milk  of  standard  quality 
which  had  been  purposely  adulterated ;  but  it  is  apparently  true  that 
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iratively  v 


r  few,  and  that  Ibis  ] 


the  samplos  of  this  cIrss  are  compar 

percentage  of  eamplea  below  the  standard   represents    nearly  tiw 

quality  of  the  milk  as  produced. 

If,  as  is  asserted  by  farmers,  it  is  not  di£Beult  to  raiiintaio  a  13 
per  cent,  milk  as  the  mixed  product  of  a  herd,  tt  is  appareot  that 
B  greater  effort  is  needed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  milk  producer* 
to  the  desirability  or  to  the  necessity  of  improving  the  qtuility  of 
their  herds.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  13  per  cent,  of  eoiida  is  *d  im- 
practicaltle  standard,  the  fact  should  be  atjuarciy  recognized  and  met. 
The  total  solids  have  been  determined  by  evaporation  to  evei^ 
case,  and  the  fat  has  been  determined  by  the  Baiwock  proc 
such  samples  as  have  fallen  below  12  per  cent,  of  total  solids.  Thi« 
process  is  proving  itself  widely  useful,  not  only  to  the  chemist  bat 
also  to  the  dairy  man,  as  a  ready  means  of  accurately  determiniof 
the  fat  value  of  milk.  It  is  found  in  practice  that  the  fat  will  sept* 
rate  in  a  much  cleaner  and  more  satisfactory  manner  if  the  milk  is  at 
a  low  temperature  when  mixed  with  the  sulphuric  acid,  especially  in 
warm  weather. 

Two  milk  samples  were  found  to  be  preserved  with  borncic  add 
and  16  were  found  to  be  colored  with  aonatto. 

The  fullowing  tables  show  the  quality  of  the  milk  collected  front 
cities,  towns  and  suspected  producers,  and  examined  at  this  labora- 
tory, as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  milk  by  months: 


Milk  from  Cilitt. 
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MUk  from  Towns. 


Towns. 

ToUl 

Samples 

Collectad. 

Above 
Sundard. 

Below 
SUudard. 

Per  Cent. 

Below 
Standard. 

Total 
Sollda  In 

Loweftt 
Sample. 

Nnmberof 

Skimmed 

Samples. 

Adama, 

28 

10 

48.0 

11.10 

1 

Boarne, 

10 

5 

60.0 

12.22 

« 

Brook  line, 

121 

40 

40.5 

11.38 

. 

CantoD, 

0 

1 

11. 1 

11.85 

. 

Dedhum, 

60 

87 

82 

46.3 

0.46 

• 

Gardner, 

IS 

8 

66.6 

12.02 

« 

Hall, 

20 

18 

65.0 

10.50 

. 

Hyde  Park 

109 

51 

47.2 

10.20 

. 

Mnrblehead, 

23 

17 

73.0 

10.00 

mm 

Melroae, 

12 

8 

25.0 

11.44 

. 

Mlirord 

12 

0 

75.0 

11.46 

mm 

Nahant, 

u 

0 

66.0 

11.15 

mm 

Natick, 

24 

11 

45.8 

11.22 

. 

Norwood 

0 

8 

88.8 

11.18 

1 

Peabody, 

80 

24 

61.6 

8.00 

• 

Provinoetowo, 

2ft 

18 

72.0 

10.32 

» 

Randolph, 

11 

4 

86.8 

12.85 

mm 

Reading 

12 

7 

68.8 

11.17 

1 

Revere, 

76 

83 

48 

56.5 

10.46 

. 

BalUbury, 

14 

0 

6 

85.7 

11.14 

• 

Stoneham,         

45 

85 

10 

22.8 

12.70 

2 

Stougbton. 

81 

20 

11 

85.5 

12.12 

. 

4 

3 

1 

25.0 

0.85 

1 

Wlntbrop, 

42 

18 

24 

57.1 

11.26 

1 

50 

17 

88 

66.0 

10.06 

* 

Weatborougb, 

12 

11 

1 

8.3 

12.68 

1 

ToUla, 

827 

425 

402 

48.6 

8.00 

8 

Milk  from  Suspected  Producers, 


Towns. 


Total 

Samples 

Collected. 


Almve 
Standard. 


Below 
Standard. 


Percent. 

t(«low 

Standard. 


ToUl  Solids 

In  Lowest 

Sample. 


Bedford,     . 
Concord,     . 
Fram  Ingham, 
Littleton,    . 
Marlborough, 
Mendon, 
Natick. 
Reading,     . 
Walthara,  . 
Wrentham, 

Totals, 


20 
16 
17 
32 

5 
12 
16 
12 
86 

8 


160 


8 
3 
2 
1 
0 
0 
6 
2 
I 
1 


10 


17 
13 
15 
31 

5 
12 
10 
10 
35 

2 


150 


85.0 
81.2 
88.2 
06.8 
100.0 
100.0 
62.5 
83.3 
07.2 
66.6 


88.7 


10.48 
11.07 
10.00 
11.34 
11.48 
10.26 
11.82 
11.76 
10.60 
10.30 


10.00 


Summary  of  the  Three  Preceding  Tables, 


ToUl 

Samples 

CoUected. 

Above 
Standard. 

Below 
Standard. 

Per  Cent. 

Below 
Standard. 

Lowest 
Sample. 

Number  of 

Skimmed 

Mamples. 

cities, 

Towns, 

Snspectcd  producers,       .... 

2,372 
827 
160 

1.206 

425 

10 

1,166 
402 
150 

40.2 
48.6 
88.7 

8.14 

8.00 

10.00 

14 

8 

Totals, 

3,368 

1,650 

1,718 

51.0 

8.14 

22 
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QualUg  of  Milk  bi/  Mbnlhi. 


3u„,tr. .     . 

llucb,  . 
April,  . 
«V.       .      . 

July,       .       . 

Auiii>l,  . 
BspUmbvr,      . 


l<(TO<ni.     » 


I 


Creah. 

Since  huttermakers  have  been  using  the  Babcock  process  for  de- 
termining the  fat  contents  of  milk  tboy  have  also  applied  it  to  tbtt 
determination  of  the  butter  value  of  cream.  It  Is  found  that  there 
is  a  great  variety  in  the  composition  of  ordinary  dairy  "  space  cremn," 
which  is  practicnily  the  same  thing  as  the  old-faahioned  ekimtned 
cream.  Since  the  centrifugal  method  of  separating  cream  tuis  cotoe 
into  universal  use  the  variation  in  the  fat  value  of  the  cream  on  tbft 
market  is  very  wide.  The  dealers  roughly  distinguish  a  light  of- 
thin  cream  from  a  heavy,  and  charge  accordingly ;  but  there  is  no 
standard  requiring  a  minimum  amount  of  fiit  by  which  some  udU 
formity  in  the  value  of  the  article  may  be  insured. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quality  of  samples  of  cream  l)oujrbt 
at  random  from  retail  dealers  and  restaurants,  being  classified  m 
"heavy"aod  "  light"  cream.  From  the  somewhat  wide  variatioa 
in  the  amount  of  fat  in  cream  sold  at  the  same  price,  ranging  from 
thirty-six  to  forty-eight  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  heavy  and  from 
eight  to  twenty-one  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  light  cream,  it  would 
seem  on  all  accounts  desirable  that  some  statute  standard  for  I 
efaould  bo  established. 

Two  samples  of  cream  were  found  to  be  preserved  with  boracic  aciil^ 
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"  Heavy  "  Cream, 


lN8PBCTOB*8  NUMBBB. 

Brand. 

Percent. 
Fat 

Per  Cent. 

Bolide 

not  Fat. 

Percent, 
Solids. 

Price  per 
Half  Pint. 

Where 
Pnrchated. 

1505 

Bangor, 

46.40 

5.48 

51.88 

Centi. 
15 

Store. 

5863,       . 

-          -          - 

45.74 

4.68 

50.42 

15 

4901,       . 

Deerfoot  Farm,  . 

45.60 

7.64 

53.24 

20 

4970,       . 

Oak  Grove  Farm, 

45.60 

6.10 

51.70 

20 

5547,       . 

-          -          - 

45.10 

4.20 

40.80 

15 

1501,       . 

Dlrlgo, 

43.00 

4.80 

47.80 

15 

15865,       . 

Hampden,    .       • 

42.00 

6.48 

40.08 

15 

17001.       . 

-          -          - 

42.30 

8.02 

45.82 

15 

1503.       . 

Dirlgo, 

41.80 

5.06 

46.85 

15 

5053,       . 

-          -          - 

41.00 

7.84 

48.04 

16 

5051,       . 

-          -          - 

41.20 

7.62 

48.82 

15 

5141,       . 

Hampden,   . 

40.80 

5.40 

46.20 

15 

16850,       . 

-          -          - 

40.20 

0.04 

40.24 

15 

4067, .     . 

Dirlgo,         • 

80.80 

6.82 

46.02 

15 

17053,       . 

... 

89.68 

7.85 

47.48 

15 

5125,       . 

-          -          - 

88.60 

6.60 

45.20 

16 

16378,       . 

Hampden,    .       •       . 

88.40 

7.84 

45.74 

15 

4063, 

88.10 

8.50 

46.60 

15 

Aven 

»ge. 

42.02 

6.30 

48.32 

- 

- 

'*  Light''  Cream. 


IMSPBOTOB'S  NUMB  KB. 


Per  Cent. 
Fat. 


Per  Cent. 

Solids 

not  Fat. 


Per  Cent. 
Solids. 


Price  per 
HalflTnt. 


Where 
Purchiised. 


5061, 
4983, 
4981, 
4987. 


4993. 


4985, 
4973. 
4971. 
4965, 
5055, 
4995, 
5059, 
4989, 
5057. 
4969, 
4975, 
4977. 
4901. 


Average, 


21.60 

10.50 

18.00 

18.40 

17.60 

16.80 

16.35 

16.20 

15.30 

12.60 

10.40 

10.20 

10.10 

0.80 

0.00 

0.00 

8.30 

8.60 


13.86 


7.00 
7.94 
7.22 
7.84 
7.86 
7.70 
8.00 
7.75 
7.36 
8.03 
8.40 
0.46 
8.46 
0.58 
0.30 
8.54 
0.05 
8.11 

8.25 


20.50 
27.44 
26.12 
26.24 
25.46 
24.50 
24.85 
23.95 
22.66 
20.63 
18.80 
10.66 
18.56 
10.38 
10.20 
17.54 
17.35 
16.71 

22.11 


Cents. 
8 

8 
10 
10 
10 

8 

8 

8 

8 
10 

8 

7 

7 

8 

8 

8 

8 

5 


Milkman. 

Restaurant. 

Store. 

Restaurant. 
<( 

« 


«i 


Store. 


(« 


Restaurant. 


«( 
«i 
«« 
11 
II 
II 
II 


Forty-six  samples  were  of  good  quality  and  six  were  aduIteraM 
with  tailow  and  cottoa-seed  oil. 


Forty-six  eamples  were  of  good  quuUty  and  1 1  consisted  chiefly  a 
wholly  of  cotton-aeed  oil. 


Twenty-nine  samples  conformed  to  the  statut*  standard  and  I 
failed  to  do  so. 


Spices. 

Of  ground  spice.^,  1,287  samples  have  been  examined  during  I 
year,  and  of  this  number  but  125,  or  9   per  cent.,    proved    to 
adulterated.     Of  last  year's  samples,  14  per  cent,  were  foDnd  to  t 
adulterated.     This  improvement  of  the  quality  of  ground  spices  » 
in  the  State  has  been  going  on  steadily  since  the  food  inspection  y 
begun  in  1883,  at  which  time  65  per  cent,  of  the  samples  of  grouiu 
spice  submitted  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 

The  sale  of  adulterated  spices  under  cover  of  the  "compoaod^ 
act  continues  to  a  limited  extent.     It  could  scarcely  have  been  tbi 
intention  of  the  frumers  of  this  act  to  authorize  the  use  of  a  Inliel  c 
which  one  reads  in  large  type  "  Pure  ginger  ground,"  and  la  i 
letters  appears  the  word  "  compound."     Again,  the  familiar  p«ck«2l 
of  Colmnn's  mustard,  which  consists  largely  of  wheat  flour,  benrs  t 
statement  "  it  is  perfectly  pure,"  besides  the  word  "  compound." 
is  difficult  to  conceive  of  sophistry  which  could  justify  this  statcinenl 
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regarding  its  purity  side  by  side  with  the  admission  of  its  adulter- 
ation. 

A  similar  assertion  as  to  the  purity  of  adulterated  goods  is  oc- 
casionally found  on  a  package  with  no  accompanying  confession  of 
the  compound  nature  of  the  article. 

One  hundred  and  four  samples  were  of  good  quality,  3  were 
adulterated.  The  adulterant  found  was  ground  nut-shell,  of  which 
the  worst  sample  contained  40  per  cent. 

Cassia. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  seven  samples  were  of  good  quality,  7  were 
adulterated.  The  adulterants  were  wheat,  corn,  nut-shells  and  saw- 
dust. The  worst  sample  contained  80  per  cent,  of  the  three  first 
named  adulterants. 

Cayenne. 

The  percentage  of  adulteration  of  cayenne  is  much  greater  than 
that  of  any  other  spice.  It  appears  to  be  a  very  common  practice 
to  grind  capsicum  with  corn,  perhaps  for  convenience  of  handling, 
the  corn  starch  acting  as  an  oil  absorbent.  Of  the  samples  examined, 
59  were  found  genuine  and  25  were  adulterated.  The  adulterants 
were  corn  and  wheat,  and  the  worst  sample  was  60  per  cent,  adul- 
terated. 

Cloves. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  samples  were  genuine,  6  were 
adulterated.  The  adulterants  were  corn,  wheat,  nut-shells  and  sand. 
The  worst  sample  was  50  per  cent,  adulterated. 

Oinger. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  samples  were  of  good  quality,  7  were 
adulterated.  The  adulterants  were  wheat,  corn  and  turmeric.  The 
worst  sample  was  80  per  cent,  adulterated. 

Mace. 
Thirty-four  samples,  all  genuine. 
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Muslard, 
One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  samples  were   found   gennioe,  5}  ^ 

were  adulterated.     The  adulterants  were  wheat,  corn,  turmeric  ind 
gypsuiu.     The  worst  sample  was  75  per  cent,  adulterated. 

One  sample,  of  good  cjuality. 

T'epper, 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-six  samples  were  genuine,  18  were  add 
terated.  The  adulterants  found  were  buckwheat,  wheat,  rice,  ca*^ 
enne,  beans,  nut-sbella,  turmeric  and  sand.  The  worst  sanaple  i 
75  per  cent,  adulterated. 


Canned  Goods. 

Eighteen  samples,  including  condensed  milk,  were  found  of  t 
quality,  and  3  were  found  to  contain  metallic  impurities.  Of  tb* 
latter  number  were  samples  of  canned  grapes.  The  corroded  coo- 
dition  of  the  inside  of  these  cans  suggested  that  a  good  deal  of  the 
tin  had  been  dissolved  off  by  the  acids  of  the  gra[)e  juice.  It  i 
found  that  the  juice  contained  in  one  instance  0.037  grammes  of  t 
in  solution  (calculated  as  Sn  O,).  In  addition  a  variety  of  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables  were  examined  to  determine  the  fjuaotity  of  li 
contained  in  solution,  with  the  result  that,  though  considerable  trac« 
were  found  in  acid  fmits  and  rhubarb  and  large  traces  in  some  cant 
of  green  vegetables,  such  as  string  beans,  canned  bhiclterries  were 
found  to  contain  much  more  tin  in  solution  than  any  other  canned 
goods  examined.  It  is  assumed  that  the  tin  was,  at  least  in  cod- 
sitlerable  part,  still  held  in  solution  by  the  fruit  acidn,  inai^much  u 
the  metal  was  found  in  the  filtered  juice.  In  every  instance  the 
inner  (in  lining  of  the  can  was  found  to  be  extensively  corroded,  aad 
in  some  instances  it  had  been  almost  entirely  dissolved  off,  leaving 
the  underlying  iron  bare.  Plate  I.  shows  the  appearance  of  two 
of  these  cans  split  open  to  show  their  inner  surfaces.  The  cortosiM 
is  apparent. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  quantity  of  tin  fonnd  ill  i 
tioD  in  the  eleven  cans  examined  :  — 


w 
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Canited  Blueberries. 


iMHPKCTOE't  NnMBBR. 

Brand. 

Amount  of  Tin  per 

Can  In  Solution 

(calcQlated  as  Sn  02). 

Gramme. 

OU«7,                    .                  .                  .                  • 

Eagle, 

0.27 

887, 
0214, 

Raymond's, 
Morrison's  Heather,  . 

0.26 
0.208 

981, 
831, 

Young's,     . 
VVy man's  Fancy, 

•                 • 

0.206 
0.149 

963, 

Eagle, 

0.114 

889, 
695, 
833, 
837, 
966, 

Saguenay,  . 
Wyman's  Fancy, 
Wyman's  Fancy, 
Saguenay,  . 
Ferguson's, 

0.096 
0.094 
0.094 
0.086 
0.066 

In  no  instance  was  the  presence  of  lead  appreciable. 

The  poisonous  nature  of  tin  salts  in  small  doses,  as  established  by 
experiment  on  animals,  is  unquestioned.  It  would  seem  a  reasonable 
inference  that  so  large  an  amount  as  250  milligrammes  (calculated 
as  Sn  O3)  in  a  can  of  650  cubic  centimeter  contents  is  not  a  safe 
constituent  of  this  food. 

Condensed  Milk. 

Thirteen  samples  were  examined  for  solids  and  fat,  with  the  results 
as  follows :  — 

Condensed  Milk, 


lMsi'iiCTuu'8  Number 

Brnnd. 

4124, 

1 

1 

Watch, 

16303, 

Tip  Top,      . 

16381, 

Ilighhind,    . 

6143,     . 

Maine  Jersey, 

5065, 

Dirigo, 

5085, 

.      Full  Weight, 

4932,    . 

:  Winners,     . 

4749,     . 

Interstate,  . 

649.4, 

Gold  Medal, 

6001, 

J.  B.  Smith, 

6070, 

Clover, 

6042, 

■                 • 

Pine  Tree,  . 

6474, 

»                 •                 • 

Leader, 

!    I'erCent. 
I      Solids. 


68.85 
74.60 
75.40 
68.32 
70.70 
76.68 
71.66 
68.76 
74.33 
69.60 
74.23 
73.08 
73.15 


Per  Cent. 

Solids 

not  Fat. 


Per  Cent. 
Fat. 


Per  Cent. 
Water. 


64.85 

4.00 

31.15 

67.90 

6.70 

25.40 

67.75 

7.65 

24.60 

61.05 

7.27 

31.68 

64.75 

5.95 

29.30 

68.85 

7.73 

23.32 

66.19 

4.47 

28.34 

64 .  58 

4.18 

31.24 

66.50 

7.83 

26.67 

64.75 

4.85 

30.40 

68.25 

5.98 

25.77 

69.20 

3.88 

26.92 

70.00 

3.16 

26.86 
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Chocolate. 
Eleven  samples  were  found  to  contaiD  their  proper  coastitaeab 
without  udilitiori.  5  umuplee  cotitAined  added  com  or  wheat  sUitii 
and  augur. 

CoNFECTIONERy . 

Fifty-five  samplee  contained  proper  constituents,  auch  as  sugar, 
glucose,  starches  and  gums,  together  with  non-injurtous  colors  tad 
flavors;  one  sample  contained  turpentine,  which  nras  doubtlets 
intended  for  oil  of  lemon. 

Coffer    (Ground)  , 
Seventy  samples  were  genuine,  26  were  adulterated.      Adultenioti 
found  were  peas,  wheat,  chicory,  oats,  pea  slielU,  sticks  nod  stonw. 
The  worst  aample  contained  no  coffee. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 
Three  hundred  and  fourteen  samples  were  found  of  good  quality, 
7  were  adulterated.     The  adulterants  wore  corn  and  wheat  starch, 
gypsum  and  phosphate   of  lime.     The  worst  sample  contained  5" 
per  cent,  of  gypsum. 

Honey. 

Thirty-five  samplea  were  genuine  and  5  adulterated  with  glui 

syrup.     The  worst  sample  contained  40  per  cent,  of  glucos«  svr 

Molasses. 
One  hundred  and  forty-eight  samples  were  genuine  luid   IK  i 
adulterated  with  glucose.     The  worst  sample  was  60  per  cent,  sdi 
terated. 

Mapli-:  SvRUi'. 
Thirty   samples   wero  gL'tiuine,    1    was  ailulterated   with    (rluiHi 
syrup. 

Maplf,  Sijoau. 
Thirty-four  samples  were  genuine,  3  were  adultcmte*]  willi  vtih 
molasse>4  sugar. 

SYBtJP. 
One  sample  genuine,  1  adulterated  with  glucose. 
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Tea. 

Eighty-six  samples  found  to  be  genuine,  7  were  of  poor  quality, 
containing  tea  dust  and  earthy  ingredients. 


Miscellaneous  . 

Under  this  head  are  included  samples  of  baking  powder,  contain- 
ing alum ;  saleratus,  containing  considerable  amount  of  chloride ; 
mince-meat,  containing  a  considerable  quantity  of  salicylic  acid  as  a 
preservative;  dried  cod  fish  and  "fresh"  oysters  preserved  with 
boracic  acid  ;  and  a  sample  of  **  Perfection  milk  preservative,"  cost- 
ing 40  cents  per  pound  and  consisting  of  borax  worth  15  cents.  Of 
this  class  122  samples  were  found  of  good  quality  and  24  were 
found  adulterated  or  containing  injurious  ingredients. 

Summary  of  Food  Statistics 


....                                                                                                   -                - 

Per  Cent,  of 

Genalne. 

Adulterated. 

ToUl. 

^»     ^v  ^       ^1^  ^v  ^i^  w      ^r  m 

Adulteration. 

Allspice, 

104 

3 

107 

2.8 

Butter, 

306 

0 

306 

0.0 

Canned  goods, 

18 

3 

21 

14.8 

Cassia, 

167 

7 

164  . 

4.3 

Cayenne,    . 

59 

25 

84 

29.7 

Cheese, 

20 

0 

20 

0.0 

Chocolate, 

11 

5 

16 

31.2 

Cloves, 

198 

6 

204 

2.9 

Coffee, 

70 

26 

96 

27.0 

Confectionery,  . 

55 

1 

56 

1.8 

Cream, 

30 

2 

32 

6.2 

Cream  of  tartar 

314 

7 

321 

2.1 

Ging^er, 

1         157 

7 

164 

4.2 

Honey, 

!           35 

5 

40 

12.5 

Lard, 

46 

6 

52 

11.5 

Mace, 

34 

0 

34 

0.0 

Maple  sugar. 

34 

1 

35 

2.9 

Maple  synip,     . 

1           ^^ 

1 

31 

3.2 

Miscellaneous,  . 

1         122 

24 

146 

16.5 

Molasses,   . 

148 

18 

166 

10.9 

Mustard,    . 

• 

189 

59 

248 

23.8 

Nutmeg.     . 
Olive  oil.    . 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0.0 

1 

46 

11 

57 

19.3 

Pepi)er, 

266 

18 

284 

6.3 

Syrups, 

» 

1 

1 

2 

50  0 

Tea,    . 

k 

86 

7 

93 

7.6 

Vinegar, 

• 

29 

27 

56 

4.8 

-       Totals, 

■ 

1 

> 

■         • 

2^66 

270 

2,836 

9.6 
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Liquor. 

An  eBbrt  has  hcco  made  to  determine  the  quality  of  the  liqnoi 
sold  in  the  ordinary  city  saloon  over  the  bar.  To  this  end  samples 
of  whiskey,  brandy,  rum,  gin,  ale,  beer  and  cider  were  collectmi. 
these  sauiplea  being  bought  by  the  bottle  or  glass  at  various  salooB!>, 
and  paid  for,  thus  representing  what  is  actually  soli]  every  day  U> 
ordinary  patront^.  The  analysis  of  these  samples  n'lts  made  with 
the  view  of  determining  their  relation  to  accepted  liquor  sttmdKrd) 
of  strengtii.  and  also  with  a  view  of  detecting  any  injurious  tngredi- 
ent6  or  additions. 

There  appears  to  be  a  popular  idea  that  most  saloon  liquor  i» 
poisonous,  and  that  moat  of  the  evil  effects  of  intoiu|>erance  are 
directly  caused  by  the  poor  quality  of  the  ordinary  saloon  stock. 
The  conclusions  to  which  this  investigation  has  led  are.  bovever, 
that  the  hard  liquors  usually  difier  from  the  standards  chiefly  is 
containing  too  much  water  or  sugar,  and  that  ingredients  more  in- 
jurious than  alcohol  are  rarely  to  be  found  in  appreciable  amotiol. 
Fusel  oil  in  noxious  amount  is  occasionally  to  be  found,  and  it  is  also 
rarely  present  to  a  distinctly  appreciable  extent  in  beer.  It  appears 
to  be  u  common  custom  to  preserve  ale  and  beer  by  the  addition  of 
salicylic  acid.  The  use  of  this  drug  for  this  purpose  is  everywhere 
recognized  as  harmful  and  unjustifiable.  , 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  37  samplM 
of  whiskey,  37  samples  of  brandy,  40  samples  of  rum,  33  »giaipl«9 
of  gin,  6  samples  of  cider,  7  samples  of  pale  ale  and  15  samples  of 
beer,  the  samples  in  each  table  being  arranged  with  reference  to  the 
amount  of  alcohol  by  weight  which  they  contain,  and  preceded,  ft 
comparison,  by  the  best-recognized  standard,  wherever  tliere 
such  a  standard. 
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Whitkey. 


INSPBCTOB'S  NDMBKR. 

Perceotag* 

of  Alcohol  by 

Weight 

Peroftntage 

of 

Extract. 

KxoeM  of  Acidity,  Tannin,  Futel  Oil,  etc. 

STANDARD, 

44  to  50 

0.25  or  less. 

10065,  . 

46.06 

1.11 

10615,  . 

46.80 

1.68 

.03  per  cent,  of  tannic  acid. 

10710,  . 

42.70 

0.22 

Oonslsta  chiefly  of  brandy;  excess  of  tannic  acid. 

10634,  . 

42.30 

0.10 

10627,  . 

41.70 

0.22 

10666,  . 

41.80 

0.17 

10645.  . 

40.80 

4.83 

Chiefly  brandy. 

10610,  . 

40.20 

1.17 

Bzoeaa  of  tannic  acid. 

10784,  . 

40.20 

O.U 

10685,  . 

40.10 

1.30 

Bxceaa  of  tannic  acid. 

10641,  . 

10.00 

0.86 

Bxeoia  of  tannic  add. 

10630,  . 

80.80 

0.86 

10640,  . 

80.80 

0.16 

10681,  . 

80.S5 

1.07 

10117,  . 

88.80 

0.18 

10682,  . 

88.66 

0.45 

10614,  . 

87.00 

0.60 

10630,  . 

87.00 

0.00 

Beddue  chiefly  Insoluble. 

10726,  . 

87.60 

0.14 

10022,  . 

86.30 

0.13 

10631,  . 

86.00 

0.44 

10721,  . 

86.00 

0.18 

Resldoe  ohiafly  inaolnble. 

10718,  . 

36.00 

0.28 

10688,  ! 

35.70 

0.02 

10658.  . 

35.60 

0.12 

Tannic  add  absent. 

10660,  . 

35.50 

0.13 

Tannic  add  absent. 

10663,  . 

36.20 

0.38 

10608,  . 

35.00 

1.81 

Fusel  oil  present. 

10778,  . 

36.00 

0.17 

10630,  . 

88.70 

O.U 

10626,  . 

38.70 

0.68 

Excess  of  tannic  acid. 

10635,  . 

32.60 

0.13 

Tannic  acid  absent. 

10623,  . 

32.60 

0.10 

10617,  . 

81.60 

1.13 

Excess  of  tannic  add. 

10633,  . 

30.70 

0.65 

10627,  . 

80.70 

0.00 

10628,  . 

80.70 

0.08 

'.I 


>  I       • 
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Braikdy. 


\- 


IMSPBCTOE'S  NUMBRB. 

PercenUffe 

of  Alcohol  by 

Weight. 

Peroeiitage 

of 

Kxtnct. 

ExcMi  of  AcMlty,  Tannin,  Fuael  O 

STANDARD, . 

i    39  to  47 

1.5  or  less. 

10675,     . 

60.70 

0.07 

Aeidity  one-Bizth  In  exoeaa. 

10648.     . 

50.60 

3.00 

Tannin  In  exceaa. 

10661,     . 

44.00 

2.16 

Tannin  In  exceaa. 

10686,     . 

1        44.80 

0.56 

Acidity  two-fiftha  In  exceaa. 

10620,    . 

1        44.40 

1 

0.13 

Acidity  one-half  in  exceaa. 

10670,    . 

44.00 

0.26 

Exceaa  of  tannin. 

10667,    . 

43.10 

0.53 

10662,     .        . 

43.00 

0.28 

10782,    . 

42.80 

0.38 

10687,    . 

42.70 

0.88 

10680,    . 

42.60 

2.11 

Aeidity  two-flftha  in  exceaa. 

10647,    . 

42.60 

1.08 

Acidity  one-flfth  In  exceaa. 

10687,    . 

42.30 

0.20 

Aeidity  one-flfth  in  exceaa. 

10686,    . 

42.00 

0.01 

'  Tannin  in  exceaa. 

10663,    . 

42.00 

1 

0.15 

10652,    . 

41.80 

0.27 

1  Acidity  (acetic)  one-third  in  exceaa. 

10612,     . 

41.70 

0.00 

10632,    . 

1        41.50 

0.22 

Acidity  oue-flfth  in  exceaa. 

10620,    . 

41.50 

0.10 

Kealdne  Inaolable. 

10650,    . 

41.50 

0.40 

'  largely  whiakey. 

10773,    . 

41.50 

0.44 

'  Containa  fuael  oil,  and  acidity  one-aiz 

10683,    . 

40.00 

0.81 

Clove  flavor. 

10620,     . 

40.50 

0.20 

19684.     . 

40.20 

1.04 

10610,     . 

,        30.80 

0.14 

10648,     . 

39.60 

0.66 

10770,     . 

39.30 

0.24 

10775,     . 

38.90 

0.71 

10768,     . 

37.90 

0.67 

Chiefly  alcohol,  water  and  angar. 

10661,    . 

37.60 

0.61 

Fuael  oil,  exceaa  of  tannin  and  reaidu 

10666,     . 

37.60 

0.15 

10643,     . 

37.30 

1.57 

Chiefly  whiakey. 

10766,     . 

35.00 

1.58 

10644,     . 

'        34.00 

0.15 

Chiefly  alcohol  and  water. 

10637,    . 

33.70 

0.16 

10663,     . 

'        33.20 

0.22 

Chiefly  alcohol  and  water. 

10653,     . 

1        21.30 

0.72 

Acidity  seven  timea  normal. 
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Rum. 


iKSPKiTOB'S  NUMBBB. 

Percentage 

of  Alcohol  by 

Weight. 

PeroentBge 

of 

Extract. 

FlaTor,  etc. 

STANDARD, 

42 

19608,    . 

42.9 

8.98 

New  ram. 

10«84,    . 

42.4 

0.10 

New  rum. 

10«02,     . 

42.3 

2.80 

19655,     . 

42.2 

2.00 

19662,     . 

42.1 

0.12 

19722, 

42.0 

0.11 

19777, 

41.8 

0.14 

19776, 

41.4 

0.40 

19673,     . 

41.4 

1.27 

Cblofly  brandy. 

19621,     . 

40.4 

0.21 

19611,     . 

40.4 

0.10 

196n, 

40.3 

0.10 

Flavored  with  acetic  ether. 

19788, 

89.8 

0.08 

19668, 

88.7 

0.07 

wni,    . 

88.5 

0.12 

Oblofly  whiskey,  flavored  with  acetic  ether. 

19650, 

w 

38.5 

1.45 

19658,     . 

87.9 

0.24 

19656,     . 

87.4 

0.06 

19n2,     . 

87.1 

0.12 

19645,     . 

86.7 

0.62 

19661, 

86.5 

0.11 

19779,     . 

86.4 

1.01 

19688.     . 

86.3 

0.39 

19665,     . 

86.0 

0.84 

19668,     . 

86.0 

0.12 

Acetic  ether  flavor. 

19769,     . 

36.0 

0.12 

19676,     . 

35.9 

0.77 

19664,     . 

35.0 

0.40 

19767,     . 

34.5 

0.10 

19669,     . 

34.5 

0.09 

19788,     . 

34.3 

0.08 

19671,     . 

34.0 

0.07 

19641,     . 

33.8 

0.34 

19781,     . 

33.3 

0.04 

19643, 

31.0 

0.06 

Practically  alcohol  and  water. 

19633,     . 

30.8 

0.61 

Practically  alcohol  and  water. 

19624, 

30.3 

0.10 

19n4,     . 

89.8 

0.07 

19647. 

24.7 

1.00 

.  I 
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NUMBER.        |,y  Weight. 


Extract,  FlATor,  etc. 


STANDARD, 

40 

19740, 

42.5 

10M2, 

42.5 

19674, 

42.3 

19780, 

42.0 

10720. 

41.8 

19680, 

41.8 

19607. 

41.5 

19618, 

41.5 

19654, 

41.5 

19660, 

41.5 

19649, 

41.0 

19646, 

41.0 

19678, 

40.8 

19642, 

40.5 

19786, 

39.3 

19618, 

89.3 

19640, 

39.0 

19651, 

39.0 

Slight  lemon  flavor. 


4.6  per  cent,  extract; 

colored  with  caramel. 
1.64  per  cent,  extract. 


Colored. 


1.8  per  cent,  extract. 


inspkctor's 
Ndmbbr. 


reroentage 
of  Alcohol 
by  Weight. 


Extract,  ria^ 


STANDARD, 
19723, 
19646, 
19659, 
19781, 
19628, 
19650, 
19616, 
19657, 
19654, 
19644. 
19664, 
19666. 
19672, 
19670, 
19724. 
19625,* 


40 

38.8 

38.7 

38.2 

37.2 

87.1 

36.8 

35.5 

35.5 

34.0 

34.0 

32.8 

32.5 

31.6 

31.8 

29.5 

88.9 


0.83  Mr  cent, 
malt  odor. 


5.13  per  eeni. 
corUnder  fla^ 
0.5  per  cent,  ea 

Colored. 


0.74  per  cent. 
•  malt  odor. 


,  PraoUcally    ale 

water. 
'  1.28  per  cent. 

aolte  flavor. 

I 


*  Klmmel. 


'' Sweet^  Cider, 


\ 


lN8PXCTOK'8   NUMBKR. 


Percentage 
of  Alcohol 
by  Weight. 


Percentage 

of  Acid 
calculated  at 
Malic  Add. 


Percentage 
of  Extract. 


Prea 


19818. 
19821. 
19822, 
19RS4. 
19823. 
19798. 


8.00 
6.93 
5.62 
5.37 
4. 80 
.1.55 


0.54 
0.63 
0.48 
0.54 
0.57 
0.72 


4.01 

AbM 

3.86 

Aba4 

2.83 

Aba< 

2.42 

AbM 

7.82 

Abs« 

4.7 

;  AbM 

1 
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PaU  Ale. 


10804, 
19807. 
19805» 
19803, 
10808. 
10806. 
10809. 


INSPKOTOR'S  NOMRKS. 


PercenUge 
of  Original 

Wort 
Extract. 


15.00 
15.07 
14.02 
18.20 
13.15 
11.64 
10.05 


Percentage 
of  Aleobol 
\rj  Weight. 

Percentage 
of  Eztraet. 

PreservatlTet. 

5.37 

5.15 

Balloylio  add. 

5.36 

5.47 

Abseot. 

4.62 

4.78 

Salioylle  acid. 

4.38 

4.54 

Salicylic  add. 

4.26 

4.65 

Absent. 

4.13 

3.88 

Absent. 

8.58 

8.70 

Absent. 

Beer. 


IJISPBCTOR'S  NUMBKE. 


10812. 

10810. 
10865, 
10862. 
10811. 
19866. 
10864. 
lOSlO, 
19815. 
19813, 
19820, 
19814. 
19863, 
19«17, 
19861, 


Percentage 

of  Original 

Wort 

Extract. 


Percentage 

of  Alcohol 

by  Weight. 


Percentage 
of  Extract. 


PreterratiTet,  etc 


18.91 

7.07 

4.77 

Absent. 

16.31 

3.88 

8.68 

SalicyUc  add. 

16.26 

4.25 

7.76 

Absent. 

16.09 

5.06 

5.97 

Absent. 

15.98 

5.31 

5.36 

Salicylic  add  and  fusel  oil. 

15.87 

4.44 

6.99 

Salicylic  add. 

15.60 

4.00 

7.60 

Absent. 

15.3;'> 

5.12 

5.11 

Salicylic  add. 

15.01 

4.58 

5.80 

Absent. 

14.79 

5.56 

3.67 

No  preservative;  fusel  oil  present 

14.48 

4.19 

6.10 

Salicylic  acid. 

14.47 

4.00 

6.47 

Absent. 

13.33 

4.25 

4.83 

Absent. 

12.78 

8.98 

4.82 

Absent. 

7.33 

1.10 

5.13 

Absent. 

--  —    - 

_                 _    . . — 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  but  little  care  is  taken 
to  prevent  the  further  fermentation  of  a  **  sweet"  cider,  and  that  the 
resulting  liquor  sold  under  the  name  "  sweet"  contains  rather  more 
alcohol  than  the  average  beer.  The  practice  of  checking  fermenta- 
tion by  the  use  of  salicylic  acid  has  apparently  not  extended  to  cider. 
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Soda   Water. 

During  the  hot  weather  iin  eaormous  quantity  of  "  soda  water"it 
»ol(l.  It  would  seem  a  matter  of  some  coDserjuetice  that  a  fairly  pun 
water  should  he  universally  used,  and  that  it  should  not  he  contami- 
nated by  metallic  poisons.  It  itppears  Id  some  instjiuces  that  a  water 
ia  sold  as  "  soda,"  which,  if  not  charged  with  carbonic  acid  and  fla- 
vored, would  be  recognized  at  once  as  distinctly  unpalatable  and 
unwholesome. 

The  following  tables  show  the  result  of  the  examination  of  a  num- 
ber of  samples  of  ftoda  water  bought  hy  the  glas$  from  various  soda 
fountains  in  and  around  Boston,  and  also  of  a  number  of  flavoring 
symps :  — 

Plain  Soda  WaUrs. 


Soda  Water  Flavoring  Byru/is. 


18T»^ 

mm, 
ivin, 

IDTM, 


VuIUb, 


aood. 


Fnnrrad  wHb  Ma«T»c  nM. 


The  traces  of  lead  found  in  the  soda  waters  may  have  nrifntiftted 
in  the  tap  water  used,  but  it  seems  more  likely  that  some  lead  i 
dissolved  by  the  charged  water  from  pipes,  joints  or  6xtore8  i 
noct«d  with  the  soda  tanks  or  fountain. 

It  will  be  seen  that  tcmpemnce  drinks  are  liable  to  Jtuaii 
tamination  as  well  as  liquors. 
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Drugs. 

Of  this  class,  487  samples  were  examined ;  16H  proved  to  be  not 
of  standard  quality. 

Acidum  Aceticum:  1  standard  ;  2  too  weak. 

Acidum  Benzoicum:  8  samples,  all  standard. 

Acidu7n  Garbolicum:  1  standard  ;  1  inferior,  containing  too  much 
water. 

Acidum  Hydrobromicum  Dilutum:  3  standard;  1  too  dilute. 

^ther :  7  standard ;  6  inferior,  containing  too  much  alcohol  and 
water. 

Alcohol:  9  standard. 

Aqua  AmmonicB :  3  standard  ;  4  inferior,  containing  too  little  NH,. 

Aqua  Chlori:  5,  all  of  inferior  strength  ;  2  containing  no  trace  of 
chlorine. 

Aqua  Destillata:  2  standard  ;  10  inferior,  containing  considerable 
and  in  some  cases  very  large  amounts  of  organic  and  inorganic 
impurities.  In  some  instances  the  town  supply  has  been  made  to  do 
duty  as  distilled  water ;  but  in  others,  where  apparently  a  good 
quality  of  distilled  water  is  kept,  it  has  been  sold  in  dirty  bottles  and 
consequently  spoiled.  One  sample  contained  122  parts  of  solid 
matter  per  100,000. 

Aqua  Hydrogenii  Dioxidi:  4  standard. 

Arrow  Root:  2  of  good  quality. 

Bismuthi  Suhcarhonas:  1  standard. 

Bismuthi  Suhnitras:  3  standard. 

Oalx  Chlorata:  13,  all  containing  too  little  available  chlorine. 
The  following  brands  were  examined ;  several  samples  of  one  brand 
were  found  of  very  variable  strength  :  '*  Brookmans,"  containing  12 
to  30  per  cent,  chlorine;  *' Excelsior,"  containing  25  per  cent, 
chlorine;    *'Hirschs,"  containing  25  per  cent,  chlorine;    "Lion," 


Creia  Prasparata:  7  standard. 


I.1I 


III 


"    III 


A 

,i.| 


._  ii 


JExlractum  Olycyrrhizoi :  5  standard ;  1  inferior,  contain 
starch. 

Ferri  et  QiUnvuK  Citrus :  7  standard ;  2  inferior,  contai 
little  quinine.  The  worst  sample  contained  90  per  cent 
required  amount. 

Olycerinum:  35  standard;  3  inferior,  containing  fieits. 

Qlycyrrhizinum  Ammoniatum :  1  standard. 

Magnesii  Citras:  1  standard. 

Magnesti  StUphas:  8  standard. 

lodoformum:  6  standard. 

Liquor  Magiiesii  Citratis :  1  standard :  1  inferior,  contai 
little  of  the  salt. 

Lycopodium:  9  standard. 

Oleum  Amygdalce  AtnaroB:  1  standard:  3  inferior,  co 
nitrobenzol. 

Oleum  LavendulcB  Florum :  8  standard ;  1  inferior,  co 
turpentine. 


\ 


Oleum  Limonis:   l>  slAnd»rd  :    1   infnrinr.  «»nntjiinin<r  tni-t^ 
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Potassil  Permanganas :  10  standard. 

Pulvis  Opii:  16  standard;  9  inferior,  containing  too  little  mor- 
phine. 

Pulvis  Rhei:  5  standard. 

QnminoB  sulphas:  8  standard. 

Quininoe  Bisulphas:  1  standard. 

Spiritiis  ^theris  Compositus:  2  standard  ;  2  inferior,  containing 
little  or  no  ethereal  oil. 

SpiritUH  Prumenti:  2  standard;  4  inferior,  containing  too  much 
extract  and  too  little  alcohol. 

8pirUus  Juniperi:  3  inferior,  containing  too  much  water. 

Sulphur  Svblimatum:  4  standard. 

Syrupus:  2  standard ;  1  inferior,  containing  too  little  sugar. 

Tinctura  Capsici:  1  standard. 

Tinciura  lodi :  1  standard;  9  inferior,  containing  too  little  iodine. 

Tinctura  Nkicis  Vomicoe:  12  standard;  11  inferior,  containing 
too  little  strychnine. 

Tinctura  Opii:  12  standard;  32  inferior,  containing  too  little 
morphine.  The  morphine  strength  varied  from  0.52  to  1.634  per 
cent. 

Vinu7n  Album :  1  standard ;  8  inferior,  containing  too  much 
sugar. 

Vinum  Rubrum :   13  inferior,  containing  too  much  extract. 
Zinci  Oxidmn:   20  standard. 

Miscellaneous . 

Thirty-six  standard,  12  inferior.  In  this  class  are  included 
samples  of  **  diamond  face  lotion,"  which  contained  14.7  grains  of 
corrosive  sublimate  per  fluid  ounce;  and  of  "pure  unfermented 
grape  juice,"  some  of  which  were  found  to  be  fermented  (one  con- 
taining as  much    as   8.07    per  cent,  of  alcohol),   some   preserved/ 
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with  boracic  iicid  and  some  preserved  with  salicylic  acid.  A  brand 
of  "grape  juice"  specially  recommended  for  invalids  was  found  Ui 
be  loaded  with  salicylic  acid. 

Samples  of  black  stockings  were  found  to  contain  much  chromic 
acid. 

A  so-called  '*  arsenic  soap"  for  the  complexion  contained  no  traw 
of  arsenic. 

Stimynary, 


Milk, 


Food  not  milk, 
I  >riigs, 
Totals, 


Oennine.       Ado  Iterated.  Totkl. 


I,6o0 

2,566 

324 


1,718 
270 
163 


2,836 

4XT 


4,640 


2,151 


6,691 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES   P.  WORCESTER 
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PROFESSOR  GOESSMANN^S  REPORT. 


Western  Massachusetts. 

The  milk  collected  by  the  inspectors  of  the  Board  in  the  four 
western  counties  of  Massachusetts  has  been  examined  during  1894, 
as  in  previous  years,  at  Amherst.  The  whole  number  of  samples 
examined  was  183,  and  the  ratio  below  the  standard  quality  was 
21.3  per  cent.,  that  of  the  preceding  year  having  been  20.3. 

The  continuous  inspection  of  milk  from  year  to  year  in  this  part 
of  the  State  has  shown  a  uniformly  higher  quality  in  the  milk  offered 
for  sale,  as  compared  with  that  of  eastern  Massachusetts.  As  has 
been  shown  in  previous  reports,  this  difference  is  coincident  with  the 
difference  in  the  density  of  population  in  these  two  districts^.  The 
rapid  growth  of  cities,  together  with  their  outlying  suburbs,  has 
created  a  demand  for  milk  which  at  times  exceeds  the  supply.  The 
occupation  of  new  territory  once  occupied  for  the  purposes  of  past- 
urage has  driven  the  business  of  milk  producing  farther  and  farther 
away  from  the  centres  of  population,  and  compelled  the  contractors 
and  milk  collectors  to  seek  for  supplies  at  increasing  distances,  and 
increased  the  difficulties  of  collection  and  diminished  the  facilities 
for  rapid  delivery  of  this  important  article  of  food.  These  changes 
have  taken  place  much  more  rapidly  in  eastern  than  in  western  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The  following  report  embraces  the  samples  of  milk  obtained  dur- 
ing the  year  in  cities  and  towns  west  of  Worcester  County :  — 

The  results  of  analyses  were  as  follows  :  — 

Whole  number  examined, 183 

Number  above  standard, 144 

Number  below  standard, 39 

Percentage  bolow  standard, 21.3 

Samples  of  skimmed  milk, 15 


r 
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mico/icc. 

NumluT  of  samples, . 

NunibLT  above  stuiularil, ,  . 

Number  bplow  stniularct . 

I'livci.inlago  l>elow  stunilinl, 

Skiiimicil  milk, 

Ihli/oh: 

Number  of  samples, 

Number  nlxive  statuianl, 

Number  below  attuidnni 

TeiTenia^  below  eIiiikIiuiI, 

Skimmed  milk, 

Norlhitmjjlnn. 

Number  of  Bamples 

Number  abore  standard, 

Number  below  standard, 

Percentage  below  slundant, 

Skimmed  milk, 

Number  of  aamples, 

Number  above  standard, 

Number  below  standard, 

Percentage  below  standard, .3 

Skimme<l  milk, 

Springfiehl. 

Number  of  Hamples, 

Number  abovi-  standani 

Number  below  standnni, 

Percentage  below  slandanl i( 

.Sktmmi^  milk, 

The  results  in  the  towns  were  as  follows  :  — 


-^- 


Adams,    . 
North  Adams, 


A.  nOE.SSMA> 


REPOET  UPON  EXPERIMENTS 


IN 


Feeding  Hogs  at  a  State  Institution 


WHERE   TRICHINOSIS  AMONG  THE   SWINE  HAD 
BEEN  UNUSUALLY  PREVALENT. 


Bt  Prof.  E.  L.  MARK  of  Hartabd  Unitbbsitt. 
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EEPORT  UPON  EXPERIMENTS  IN  FEEDING  HOGS  AT  A  STATE 

INSTITUTION  WHERE  TRICHINOSIS  AMONG  THE  SWINE 

HAD  BEEN  UNUSUALLY  PREVALENT. 


By  Prof«  £.  L.  Mark  of  Harvard  Uniyersity. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Heatth. 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  herewith  transmit  my  report  on  the  result  of 
examinations  for  trichinae  of  hogs  killed  at  the  Northampton  Lunatic 
Hospital  during  the  ten  years  1884-94  inclusive. 

The  results  have  been  tabulated  (Table  I.)  so  as  to  show  the 
number  of  hogs  of  each  sex  examined  during  each  of  the  ten  sea- 
sons and  the  number  found  to  contain  trichince  in  each  case.  The 
ratios  between  the  number  examined  and  the  number  found  to  be 
trichinous  have  been  expressed  in  per  cents,  for  each  sex  and  for  the 
two  sexes  taken  together. 

Table  II.  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  twenty-five  trichinous 
individuals  killed  during  the  seasons  1887-88  to  1893-94.  The 
third,  fourth  and  fifth  columns  are  compiled  from  the  information 
sent  from  the  hospital,  the  age  being  given  in  months  only.  The 
sixth  column  shows  the  approximate  date  of  birth,  based  on  the  two 
preceding  columns.  The  seventh  and  eighth  columns  show  the 
period  —  computed  to  the  nearest  month  only  —  which  elapsed  be- 
tween Jan.  1,  1887,  and  the  time  of  birth,  either  before  or  after  that 
date. 
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7.  Table  shotoing  Reduction  in  the  Proportion  of  Swine  infected  unih  Trickina  ai 
Northampton  Lunatic  Asylum  Jollowing  a  Substitution  of  Cooked  for  Uj^ 
COOKED  Kitchen  Offal,  and  the  Exclusion  of  Slaughter-house  Beft&se.  Period  of 
Examination  covers  Ten  Seasons.    Change  in  Diet  made  Jan.  Jf,  1887. 


Malxs. 

Fbmalbs.              I 

Total  Both  fUxia, 

DATES. 

Number 
Examined 

• 
6 

64.6+  i 

Number 
Examined. 

Number 
Trlchlnout. 

Per  Cent. 
Trlchlnout. 

'1 

• 

• 

1  'il 

1884-85,      . 

11 

20 

2 

10.0  . 

31 

1885-86,      • 

6 

2 

83.3+ 

'      10 

1 

8 

80.0 

!       16 

10         62.5 

1886-87,t    . 

1      24 

8  — 

12.5 

33 

8 

24.2+ 

1 

67 

1 

11          19.3- 

1887-88,      . 

'      17 

1 

8 

17.6+ 
13.0+  , 

26 

8 

11.5+ 

48: 

6          14.0> 

1888-89,      . 

!      23 

3 

1      18 

1 

4 

22.2+ 

,  « 

7          17.1- 

1889-90,      . 

17 

0 

0.0 

82 

5 

15.6+  i 

,       49 

5          10.1- 

1890-91,      . 

i      24 

1 

4.2-  1 

44 

3 

6.8+ 

,      «8| 

4       :    5.9- 

1891-92,      . 

1      21 

1 

• 

4.8— 

33 

1 

8.0+ 

1       64 

1 

3.7+ 

1892-93,      . 

'       10 

1 

0 

0.0 

27 

1 

8.7+ 

1      8711 

2.:+ 

1893-04,      . 

28 

0 

0.0 

30 

0 

0.0 

58 

0 

176 

19 

10.8— 

278 

85 

12.5— 

440 

1 

M          \S..fy*r 

*  By  a  clerical  error  in  report  of  April  10,  1893,  this  waa  made  22.2  per  cent. 
t  No  uncooked  o£fal  or  viscera  fed  to  hogs  after  Jan.  1, 1887. 

t  Ten  hogs,  all  free,  examined  after  the  report  April  16, 1888,  were  accidentally  onoilUed  la  report 
April  10, 1893. 

\  By  an  error  in  copying,  the  number  reported  April  10,  1803,  waa  64.    The  per  c«ot.  waa  eorreet. 
II  Three  hogs,  all  free,  examined  after  report  April  10, 1893,  are  included  here. 


//.  Table  showing  that  of  Twenty-five  Trichinous  Hogs  slaughtered  during  Seven 
Seasons  (1887-94)  Ten  were  living  in  Northampton  when  Change  of  Begimen 
occurred,  and  Eight  were  old  enough  to  have  possibly  acquired  Trickin€e  before 
that  change. 


Number  of 

.SXEIAL  NOMBKR 

Trichlnte 

Sex 

1MOO+. 

Found. 

of  Hog. 

Date  Killed. 


247, 

251, 
252, 
253, 
254. 

276, 


21 
3 

4 

16 

3 

4 

10 


Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Male. 

Female. 

Female. 

Female. 


Jan. 

20,1888. 

Yrt. 

0 

Mos. 

Feb. 

3,1888. 

0 

11 

Feb. 

3,1888. 

0 

Feb. 

10,  1888. 

2 

Feb. 

10, 1888. 

2 

Feb. 

17.  1888. 

9 

Jan. 

4,1889. 

0 

Approximate 
Date  of  Birth. 


Boaa  ( ArPBoxm  ATS) - 


Jan.  1. 

1 1   1887. 

II 

•I 


.After 

Jan.  1, 

IH8;. 


Feb.  5, 1887. 
Jan.  8, 1887.  ■ 
Feb.  3, 1887. 
Dec.  10,1886.  '< 
Dee.  10,1886. 
May  17,1886. 

Jan.  4, 1888. 


YrB.Mo«.>  Yra.Xas. 

0  1 

0  0 
0  1 

0  1 

0  1 

0  6 


1  0 
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11.  Table  showing  that  of  Twenty-five  Trichinous  Hogs  slaughtered  during  Seven 
Seasons  {1887-94)  Ten  were  living  in  Northampton  when  Change  of  Regimen 
occurred^  and  Eight  were  old  enough  to  have  possibly  acquired  Trichina  before 
that  change  —  Concluded. 


Skhial  Numbbb 


Number  of 

Trichlnaa 

Foand. 


Sex 
of  Hog. 


DateKUlad. 


Approx- 
imate 
Age. 


279, 
282, 
286, 
202, 
206, 
301, 

888, 
884, 
886, 
880, 
344, 

374, 
806.* 
415, 
420, 

462, 
466, 

500, 


2 
8 
2 
1 
4 
6 

0 
14 
3 
7 
2 

2 

2 

15 

2 

43 
4 

00 


Male. 

Jan. 

10, 1880. 

Female. 

Jan. 

26, 1880. 

Male. 

Feb. 

8, 1880. 

Male. 

Mar. 

1,1880. 

Female. 

Mar. 

15, 1880. 

Female. 

Mar. 

20, 1880. 

Female. 

Feb. 

14, 1800. 

Female. 

Feb. 

20, 1800. 

Female. 

Feb. 

27, 1800. 

Female. 

Mar. 

6, 1800. 

Female. 

Mar. 

27,1800. 

Female. 

Dec. 

10, 1800. 

Female. 

Feb. 

26, 1801. 

Female. 

Apr. 

0,  1801. 

Male. 

Apr. 

24,  1801. 

Female. 

Feb. 

18, 1802. 

Male. 

Feb. 

25, 1892. 

Female. 

Mar. 

• 

3, 1803. 

Yrt.  Mo8. 
3    6 


3 
1 
4 


6 
2 
0 


16    Of 
1    4 

8    0 


3  0 

3  0 

3  0 

5  0 

2  6 

1  6 

3  0 

1  8 

1  10 

1  4 

1  5 

8  0 


Approximate 
Date  of  Birth. 


July  10,1885. 
July  26,1886. 
Deo.     8, 1887. 

Mar.    1, 1886. 

Mar.  16,1873. 
Not.  16, 1887. 

Mar.  20, 1886. 

Feb.  14,1887. 
Feb.  20,1887. 
Feb.  27,1887. 
Mar.  «,  1886. 
Sept.  27, 1887. 

June  10,  1880. 
Feb.  26,  1888. 
Aug.  0, 1880. 
June  24, 1880. 

Oct.  18,1800. 
Sept.  25,  1890. 

Mar.     3, 1885. 


BOBM  (APPBOZIMATX). 


Beftvre 

Jan.  1, 

1887. 


After 

Jan.  1, 

1887. 


Trt.  Moa. 
1    6 

1    6 


1    10 
18  0? 


0?  j 
0    8 


1    10 


Trt.  Moa. 


1    10 


0  11 

0  10? 

0  0 

0  2 

0  2 

0  1 

2  6 

1  2 

2  7 

2  6 

3  10 
3  0 


*  Bred  at  Brattleboro',  Vt.,  Asylum.    All  others  bred  at  Northampton.    All  raised  at  Northampton. 
t  Record  is  '*  sixteen  years ;  '*  perhaps  it  should  be  sixteen  months. 


The  most  significant  fact  shown  by  Table  I.  is  the  almost  constant 
and  regular  reduction  in  the  proportion  of  hogs  found  to  be  trichi- 
nous  since  1887.  Beginning  with  a  high  per  cent,  of  infection,  the 
reduction  has  progressed  until  at  present  the  parasites  seem  to  be 
absent. 

The  last  trichinous  hog  examined  was  slaughtered  March  3,  1893, 
—  nearly  two  years  ago  ;  the  hogs  thus  far  examined  for  the  season 
1894-95  being,  like  ail  of  those  of  the  season  1893-94,  free  from 
trichina. 
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So  far  as  is  known  the  conditions  to  which  the  hogs  were  sab- 
jected  before  Jan.  1, 1887,  have  been  altered  in  only  two  particularb. 
The  practice  of  feeding  the  viscera  of  slaughtered  animals  was  then 
discontinued,  and  since  that  date  no  uncooked  o£fal  from  the  kitchen 
has  l^een  fed  to  the  hogs. 

An  examination  of  Table  U.  shows  that  the  last  hog  found  to  be 
trichinous  was  one  year,  ten  months  old  when  the  change  in  regimen 
was  made,  and  it  is  entirely  possible  that  its  infection  occurred 
before  the  change.  The  last  infected  hog,  before  this  one,  was 
killed  Feb.  25,  1892,  —  nearly  three  years  ago,  —  so  that  there  are 
at  least  grounds  for  hoping  that  the  parasite  may  have  wholly  dis- 
appeared. 

The  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  is  too  few  —  on  an  average  only 
about  forty-five  a  year  —  to  render  the  experiment  satisfactor}% 
and  yet  it  may  not  be  without  importance.  If  in  a  sufEcient 
number  of  cases  it  could  be  shown,  upon  a  larger  scale  and  under 
differing  external  conditions,  that  a  similar  result  follows  a  like 
practice,  considerable  advance  would  have  been  made  toward 
answering  the  question,  What  ought  to  be  done  to  check  the 
spread  and  diminish  the  recurrence  of  trichina  in  swine  ? 

EDWARD  L.  MARK. 

Cambridge,  Jan.  28, 1895. 
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ON  AN 


EPIDEMIC  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER  IN  MAELBOROUGH, 


APPABVHTLT 


DUE   TO  INFECTED   SKJMMED  MILK. 


[With  One  Plate.] 


By  WILLIAM  T.  SEDGWICK,  Ph.D.,  Biologist  of  the  Boabo. 
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ON  AN  EPIDEMIC  OF  TYPHOID  FEVER  IN  MARLBOKOUGH. 
APPARENTLY  DUE  TO  INFECTED  SKIMMED  MILK. 

[With  One  Plate.] 


By  William  T.  Sedgwick,  Ph.D.,  Biologist  of  the  Board. 


On  Sept.  7,  1894, 1  was  informed  by  Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary 
of  the  Board,  that  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  had  appeared  in 
Marlborough,  and,  a  request  for  aid  having  been  received  from  Dr. 
W.  S.  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Marlborough, 
I  was  instructed  to  make  an  investigation.  On  tlie  same  day  I  was 
requested  by  an  official  of  another  board  to  make  an  investigation 
of  certain  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  Fayville,  a  village  in  South- 
borough,  which  town  adjoins  Marlborough  on  the  east  and  south. 
The  next  day,  therefore,  I  went  to  Marlborough,  calling  at  Fayville 
on  the  way,  and  offered  my  services  on  behalf  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  to  the  Board  of  Health  of  Marlborough. 

It  appeared  that  about  thirty  cases  of  typhoid  fever  had  already 
been  reported  and  that,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  various  theories 
of  the  outbreak  and  its  cause  were  held  or  suggested.  The  local 
papers  contained  numerous  letters  on  the  subject,  some  alleging  that 
the  water  supply  was  infected,  some  that  the  sewerage  was  to 
blame,  and  some  charging  the  trouble  to  accumulations  of  filth,  such 
as  dump  heaps. 

The  first  step  taken  under  my  advice  was  to  examine  the  location 
of  the  cases,  and  for  this  purpose  they  were  plotted  on  a  map  of  the 
city.  As  a  result  it  became  clear,  almost  immediately,  that  the 
disease  was  restricted  to  the  eastern  half  of  the  city,  and  also  that 
there  were  in  all  at  least  forty  cases.  Having  thus  established  the 
fact  that  the  western  portion  of  the  city,  which  is  quite  densely 
populated  and  which  includes  ''  French  hill,"  a  district  thickly 
settled  by  French  Canadians,  had  been  (up  to  that  time)  entirely 
free  from  typhoid  fever,  I  was  very  soon  enabled   to  assure  the 
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But  while  a  very  brief  investigatioD  bad  tbus  establisbed  tbe  fact 
that  tbe  epidemic  could  not  possibly  be  attributed  to  tbe  public  sys- 
tems of  water  supply  or  sewerage,  the  true  source  of  the  outbreak 
still  remained  to  be  found,  and  I  next  turned  to  the  milk  supply  as  a 
possible  vehicle  of  tbe  disease.  But  it  soon  became  plain  that  many 
different  milkmen  were  involved,  and  that  therefore  ordinary  milk 
could  not  have  been  the  common  carrier  of  tbe  infection.  Closer 
inquiry,  however,  finally  disclosed  tbe  fact  that  very  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  infected  district  was  a  ''creamery"  which,  although 
private,  served  in  a  manner  as  a  milk  centre  for  the  whole  city. 
More  careful  investigation  revealed  tbe  following  facts. 

This  creamery  bought  milk  from  twenty-eight  different  farms, 
which  constituted  its  regular  supply.  It  also  bought,  from  time  to 
time,  from  tbe  various  independent  milk  peddlers  whatever  milk 
they  had  left  over  and  wished  to  sell  after  their  daily  rounds.  On 
tbe  other  hand  the  creamery  sold  to  the  various  milk  peddlers  when- 
ever their  own  supplies  **ran  short,**  and  in  these  ways  served,  as 
it  were,  as  a  kind  of  **  clearing  house"  for  the  milk  supply  of 
Marlborough.  From  the  milk  which  it  purchased  it  made  cream  and 
butter,  and  the  buttermilk  and  skimmed  milk  were  sold.  The  but- 
ter had  an  excellent  reputation,  and  was  sold  at  such  prices  that  it 
was  said  to  go  mostly  to  the  well-to-do  families  of  Marlborough. 

It  is  important  to  observe  that  no  "  whole"  milk  (as  fresh  milk  is 
called  in  contradistinction  to  "skimmed"  milk)  was  sold  by  the 
creamery  excepting  uncertain  amounts  to  peddlers  who  '*  ran  short," 
as  has  already  been  slated.  The  skimmed  milk  produced,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  to  be  disposed  of,  and  for  this  purpose  a  special  milk  wagon 
was  run,  by  the  proprietor  of  the  creamery,  from  which  skimmed 
milk  was  peddled,  daily,  over  a  considerable  section  of  the  city. 
Moreover,  this  milk  because  of  its  cheapness  was  extensively  pur- 
chased, being  used  chiefly  perhaps  for  cooking,  but,  also,  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  for  drinking  purposes.  Such  milk  either  from 
the  ''separator"  or  skimmed  after  standing  only  a  few  hours  in 
iced  water  is  still  sweet  and  palatable. 

My  suspicions  at  once  rested,  largely  because  of  its  central  location 
among  the  cases,  on  the  creamery,  and  very  soon  after  upon  this 
special  skimmed-milk  service.  I  therefore  made  in  the  next  place  a 
house-to-house  investigation  which  established,  beyond  all  possible 
doubt,  the  fact  that  here  was  a  common  bond  existing  between 
most  of  the  cases.     It  had  not  escaped  observation  that  the  disease 
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was  cnn<ined  to  those  of  sletider  inenns  or  in  poor  circumstances,  ud 
closer  JDvestigation  showed  thiit  some  who  had  attempted  lo  ecooo- 
mize  in  their  milk  supply  by  using  skimmed  milk  had  suffered  mori 
severely.  One  case  in  particular  may  be  mentioued.  A  widow  of 
very  small  means  was  supporting  a  family  of  four  children  tgti 
seventeen,  thirteen,  eight  and  five  years,  respectively.  For  the  ath 
of  economy  she  purchased  no  milk  excepting  skimmed  tnilk,  and  ttul 
from  the  "  creamery  "  wagon.  At  the  time  of  my  vinit  three  of  the 
children  were  abed  with  typhoid  fever  and  the  fourtb  was  apparenllj 
in  the  prodromal  stage  as  a  secondary  case. 

In  the  house-to-house  investigation  much  skill  and  tact  were  aeoc^ 
sary,  in  some  cases,  to  secure  any  admission  that  skimined  milk  had 
been  bought  and,  especially,  that  it  had  been  much  used  for  drittkiitg 
as  well  as  for  cooking.  In  a  few  cases  it  was  persistently  denied  tlwl 
it  had  ever  been  so  used.  This  was  probably  not  always  true,  bat 
even  if  it  were  true  the  confusion  of  dishes  in  a  kitchen  miglit  easily 
lead  to  excbaoge  and  the  accidental  use  of  skimmed  niilk.  The  only 
reason  for  evasion  or  concealment  of  the  facts  was  the  dislike  to  cod- 
fess  that  so  despised  an  article  of  food  as  skimmed  milk  bad  been  u^. 
The  total  number  of  cases  doring  the  epidemic  period  (Augiist  1 
to  September  15}  was  50.  Of  these  1  was  imported  from  Fayvillv, 
leaving  41^  to  be  accounted  for.  The  total  number  of  tboot 
known  to  have  had  access  to  skimmed  milk,  buttermilk  or  cream 
from  the  creamery,  was  47.  The  number  who  l>ought  milk  of 
a  milkman  known  to  deal  with  the  creamery,  but  not  otherwiM 
connected,  was  2,  —  making  altogether  49  (or  the  whole  number  of 
cases)  who  might  have  been  infected  from  this  source.  Of  tb6  47 
who  had  access  to  skimmed  milk,  buttermilk  or  cream,  direct  from 
the  creamery,  45  had  access  to  skimmed  milk,  1  to  buttermilk  and 
1  to  cream. 

On  the  15th  of  September  I  had  progressed  far  enough  to  makf 
the  following  report :  — 

To  Dr  Wm.  S.  RiCliARDSOS,  Chairman,  Board  of  IhaUh  of  Marlbnrou^. 

Deak  Sik: — 1  have  now  completed,  on  behalf  of  the  State  BcMtrd  ol 
Health,  a  preliminary  investigation  of  the  roccDl  outbreak  of  typboM  fevn 
in  Marlborough  with  the  foUotring  result :  I  find  that  there  have  been  in  alt 
thus  far,  50  cases  in  the  city,  of  which  i9  appeared  to  have  originatad  btn 
and  one  has  been  Imported.  The  disease  has  been  confined  to  U>e  • 
portiiiii  of  the  city,  a  considerable  area  on  the  west  baviog  had  no  c 
Fnr  this  reason  it  ia  impossible  to  Boppose  that  any  general  ooata 
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of  the  public  water  supply  has  occurred  which  might  explain  the  present 
outbreak,  and  I  find  no  evidence  of  any  kind  which  would  throw  suspicion, 
in  this  connection,  upon  the  city  water.  Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  attrib- 
ute the  disease  to  sewerage,  for  the  houses  affected  do  not  differ  essentially 
in  their  sewerage  from  many  other  houses  having  no  fever  in  them,  while  a 
considerable  section  of  the  city  though  similarly  sewered  has  had  no  typhoid 
fever  cases. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  well  known  that  unboiled  milk  is  a  ready  vehicle  of 
typhoid  fever,  I  turned  next  to  a  consideration  of  the  milk  supply  of  those 
affected,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  discovery  that  a  very  large  number  of  them 
had  been  supplied  with,  or  bad  had  access  to,  milk  from  a  common  source. 
I  have  therefore  made  a  thorough  study  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  city,  and 
as  a  result  have  been  forced  to  conclude  that  the  recent  outbreak  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Marlborough  was  caused  by  milk,  and  mostly  by  skimmed  milk, 
which  had  for  the  time  being  become  contaminated,  in  some  way  at  present 
unknown.  The  attack  was  most  severe  during  the  last  week  in  August  and 
now  appears  to  have  nearly  subsided.  Epidemics  due  to  infected  milk  are 
not  uncommon,  but  all  danger  from  typhoid  fever  in  milk  may  be  averted 
by  using  only  milk  that  has  been  heated  to  the  boiling  point. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  T.  Sedgwick, 
Biologist,  State  Board  of  Health 

In  cases  of  this  kind  a  general  anxiety  often  prevails  which 
causes  the  people  to  turn  upon  the  local  authorities,  such  as  the 
board  of  health,  the  sewer  commissioners  and  especially  the  water 
board,  alleging  their  incompetency  or  neglect  and  demanding  their 
removal  from  office.  At  such  times  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
to  have  some  outside  and,  if  possible,  superior,  disinterested  and 
unprejudiced  authority  assume  the  burden  of  investigation,  and 
without  suspicion  of  fear  or  favor  examine  into  the  facts. 

The  following  comment  from  a  local  paper  illustrates  these 
points :  — 

Typhoid  Fever.  —  The  emphatic  decision  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
in  favor  of  our  water  and  sewer  systems  will,  we  trust,  relieve  the  unduly 
weighted  minds  of  those  who  so  recently  have  been  busily  endeavoring  to 
discredit  them.  Milk  is  a  very  common  source  of  disease,  and  it  is  not  at 
all  surprising  that  it  should  have  caused  the  trouble  here.  Rather,  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  disease  is  confined  to  a  food  that  can  readily 
be  dispensed  with  for  a  time,  and  can  be  made  perfectly  safe  by  boiling. 
The  city  is  doubly  fortunate  in  the  character  of  the  trouble,  the  few  deaths 
therefrom,  and  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  health  authorities. 


770 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


To  discover  the  close  coincidence  between  the  skimmed-milfc  i 
nnd  the  location  of  the  cases  reference  may  be  had  to  the  so 
panying  plate.  Some  of  the  cases  near  the  "  creamery  "  l)oughl 
from  the  wagon  but  directly  from  the  creamery  Itself.  Thoa 
Monument  Avenue  and  Windsor  Street  bought  skimmed  milki 
had  come  from  the  creamery  but  not  from  the  regular  wagoaj 
case  on  Mechanic  Street  came  from  the  same  source  as  thesoS 
cases  on  Frye  and  Wachusett  streets  bought  buttermilk  audi 
from  a  man  who  had  some  dealings  with  the  creamery.  Tbe  * 
is  true  of  the  case  on  Liberty  Street.  One  or  two  of  the  remai] 
CBsea  were  imported.     That  on  Beach  Street  came  from  Fay»ille 

Enough  has  now  been  said  to  show  that  the  ci-eamer%-  was 
patently  the  source  of  the  epidemic.  Tbe  location  of  the  crean 
(on  the  corner  of  Maple  and  East  Main  streets)  is  shown  on 
map. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  in 
creamery.  I  was  early  informed  of  this  fact,  but  was  assured 
the  patient  (J.  H.  P.)  was  merely  a  partaker  in  the  common  mid 
une.  Mindful  of  the  milk  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  Somen 
(see  Report  of  1892),  in  which  the  driver  of  one  of  the  milk  wil 
appeared  to  be  only  a  purtaker,  but  was  afterward  found  to  I 
been  the  probable  cause  of  the  common  disease,  I  examined 
case  with  special  care,  particularly  after  it  had  Itecome  evident 
careful  investigation  that  no  typhoid  fever  existed  on  any  of 
farms  regularly  tributary  to  the  creamery.  The  matter  became  i 
more  important  when  I  discovered  that  the  case  in  the  creamery 
that  of  the  driver  of  the  nkimmed-milk  wagon,  although  be  bad  o 
taken  to  his  bed  on  August  28,  namely,  after  the  height  of 
epidemic  had  been  reached. 

To  show,  however,  that  J.  H.  P.  was  really  attacked  early  oaoi 
to  have  been  possibly  the  unconicious  cause  of  the  whole  troabli 
is  only  necessary  to  cite  the  following  facts :  While  it  is  true  thai 
took  to  his  bed  on  the  '28th  of  August,  and  called  on  that  day ' 
physician  who  attended  him  throughout  his  illness,  the  yotin^  a 
himself  states  that  he  had  had  considerable  fever  and  had  been  !«■ 
ill  for  eleven  days  before  this  time  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  reconl  ll 
six  days  before  he  gave  up,  namely,  on  the  22d,  he  was  so  ill  tl 
he  almost  fainted  in  church ;  while  a  trustworthy  physician  wk 
he  consulted  found  that  he  bad  on  that  day  a  tempemturo  of  1 
Again,  when  [  first  saw  him  on  September  14  he  wea  dn 
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sitting  up  in  obvious  convalescence  ;  and  soon  after  he  began  regular 
work  again  at  another  place,  if  he  had  really  been  a  patient  dating 
from  August  28  he  would  then  have  been  in  his  third  week  ;  whereas 
he  was  clearly  far  beyond  this  point.  In  my  judgment,  and  in  that 
of  Dr.  Richardson,  this  young  man  may  have  had  typhoid  fever  at  a 
date  early  enough  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  entire  epidemic. 

To  show  his  precise  relation  to  the  milk,  and  how  he  might  have 
infected  it,  a  brief  account  must  be  given  of  the  business  of  the 
creamery.  It  appears  that  the  farmers  brought  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  supply  before  8.30  a.m.  daily.  Some  of  this  milk  was  *«  set " 
in  deep  cans  standing  in  cold  water  in  large  wooden  chests.  The 
creamery  was  rather  old-fashioned,  having  none  of  the  modern 
**Cooley"  creamers,  and  buying  milk  instead  of  cream.  About 
one-fifth  of  the  whole  product  was  •*set"  in  this  way,  for  the  sake 
of  the  cream,  which,  thus  •*  raised,"  is  preferred  by  some  consumers 
to  that  from  the  **  separator."  The  rest  of  the  milk  went  into  a 
tank  holding  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons ;  and  from  this 
very  soon  into  the  separator.  The  milk  that  was  set  was  skimmed 
by  hand  very  early  next  day  (in  this  case  by  the  wife  of  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  creamery).  There  were  thus,  in  the  forenoon,  two 
kinds  of  ''skimmed"  milk;  one  nearly  twenty-four  hours  old  and 
known  as  ^^  hand  skum''  (hand  skimmed)  ;  the  other  comparatively 
fresh  and  recently  from  the  separator.  The  force  at  this  creamery 
consisted  of  the  proprietor  and  his  son  (a  youth),  his  wife  and  J. 
H.  P.,  the  young  man  who  had  typhoid  fever.  J.  H.  P.  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  "whole"  milk  (fresh  milk)  or 
with  the  butter  or  the  cream.  His  duty  was  to  rise  early,  breakfast, 
fill  his  own  milk  cans  and  peddle  the  skimmed  milk.  Occasionally 
he  carried  buttermilk  and  cream,  also.  It  was  his  custom  to  pour  the 
skimmed  milk  first  from  the  *'  hand-skimmed  "  cans  ;  and  this  usually 
more  than  sufficed  for  his  first  wagon  load.  When  this  was  sold  he 
returned  and  took  a  second  load,  either  of  similar  skimmed  milk  or 
of  that,  by  this  time,  of  the  same  forenoon,  perhaps  now  ready  from 
the  separator.  With  this  he  supplied  the  north-eastern  part  of  his 
route.  A  third  load  went  to  the  north-western  and  western  part  of 
the  city  ;  and  this  was  oftenesta  load  of  the  separator-skimmed  milk. 
The  first  load  went  mostly  to  the  southern  part  of  the  city,  and  on 
this  route  the  largest  number  of  cases  appeared.  Whether  the  ' '  hand- 
skimmed  "  milk  was  really  worse  and  the  ''separated"  milk  was 
less  infected,  it  is  impossible  to  say;  but  J.  H.  P.  stated  that  the 
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cleanest  skimmed  milk  wits  that  from  the  separator.  After  delirer 
the  three  loads  of  milk  J.  H.  P.  was  nccuf^tomed  to  have  bis  dioi 
wash  his  cans,  sweep,  and  clean  up  and  make  himself  geaen 
useful. 

I  fiud  no  evidence  that  either  the  whole  milk  or  the  butter  i 
infected  at  any  time,  and  no  good  evidence  that  any  cream  or  hall 
milk  was  infected.  The  skimmed  milk,  however,  appears  to  bavo  bi 
all  infected,  luasmuoh  as  that  sold  occasionally  in  small  quaatities 
another  wagon  apjiearsto  have  cnused  typhoid  fever  as  readily  s»l 
sold  by  J.  H.P.  The"  whole"  milk  may  possibly  have  been  infect* 
but  in  the  entire  absence  of  any  evidence  of  such  infectioo  it  is  nii 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  J.  H.  P.,  whose  duty  was  wholly  conlit 
to  the  skimmed-milk  service,  somehow  contaminated  the  latter  » 
ply.  I  have  shown  in  the  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Heallli 
1892,  in  connection  with  the  Somerville  epidemic,  hon-  infectioo  n 
easily  enter  milk  from  the  bands  of  a  person  "  handling: "  it,  if  tl 
person  is  at  the  time  suffering  from  typhoid  fever  and  is  not  au 
than  ordinarily  careful  as  to  personal  cleanliness  ;  and  it  is  my  b«U 
that  J.  H.  P.  was  in  some  such  way  the  original  source  of  the  q 
demic  in  Marlborough.  J 

The  epidemic  in  Springfield  in  August,  1892.  was  closely  a 
nected  with  and,  in  one  sense  came  through,  a  creamery.  Tbisoi 
is  fully  discussed  in  the  report  for  I81I2,  In  the  Lancft  for  Api 
21,  18M4,  is  a  lengthy  and  valuable  article  entitled  "  Creaiueri 
and  Infectious  Diseases."  In  this  the  author  (Dr.  .1.  J.  Welplj 
gives  an  account  of  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in  which  an  oa 
break  of  61  cnses  was  ti-aced  by  him  to  u  creamery.  Of  the  61  can 
52  contracted  the  disease  directly  through  the  creamery  and  most] 
hy  drinking  "separated"  (skimmed)  milk.  In  this  case,  also,  i 
evidence  was  found  that  the  butler  was  infected,  and  au  far  as  I  kna 
we  have  yet  to  ohlain  satisfactory  evidence  of  typhoid  fever  conveyc 
by  butt«r,  although  doubtless  some  apparently  "  original"  sporad 
cases  (ind  their  explanation  here. 

The  cases  in  Fayville  on  investigation  seemed  to  belong  with  tbiM 
in  Marlborough  in  incidence  and  origin ;  and  ultliough  i(  was  M 
positively  proved  that  any  of  the  skimmed  milk  had  rvacbed  tl 
cheap  hoarding-houses  for  laborers  in  which  the  typhoid  {ever  i 
Fayville  occurred,  it  is  known  that  the  keepers  of  these  bokniiu 
houses  ased  much  cheap  milk,  that  they  bought  many  of  \\m 
supplies  in  Marlborough  and  that  they  might  easily  have  boiurii 
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skimmed  milk  there.  The  cases  in  Fayville  ceased  as  soon  as 
adequate  disinfection  was  instituted. 

The  epidemic  in  Marlborough  ended  on  September  12.  No  more 
cases  occurred,  so  far  as  is  known,  in  this  month,  excepting  one  on 
the  18th,  one  on  the  25th  and  one  on  the  29th.  In  October,  how- 
ever, 20  more  cases  are  recorded,  but  of  the  existence  of  these  I  was 
not  informed  until  long  afterwards,  when  a  careful  study  showed 
them  to  be  mostly  secondary  cases,  or  else  cases  tardily  reported 
and  really  belonging  in  the  earlier  group.  The  total  number  of 
deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  Marlborough  in  1894  was  9,  of  which 
7  may  be  attributed  to  the  epidemic. 

For  aid  in  studying  the  later  cases,  and  for  the  making  of  the  plate 
which  accompanies  this  paper,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  D.  Chase,  S.  B. 
Dr.  W.  S.  Richardson,  chairman,  and  Mr.  D.  S.  Callahan,  agent,  of 
the  board  of  health  of  Marlborough  are  also  entitled  to  honorable 
mention  for  much  valuable  assistance  rendered. 

The  following  brief  account  of  the  epidemic  is  taken  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  board  of  health  of  Marlborough  for  1894 :  — 

During  the  last  week  in  August  the  board  of  health  ascertained  that  there 
were  in  the  city  12  probable  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  As  so  large  a  number 
of  cases  had  not  appeared  in  the  city  at  any  time  during  the  last  ten  years, 
the  board  thought  that  the  cause  must  come  from  a  common  source,  and 
immediately  solicited  the  aid  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  investigating 
what  seemed  to  be  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic.  In  a  few  days  Professor 
Sedgwick,  Biologist  of  the  State  Board,  who  has  had  large  experience  in 
work  of  this  kind,  came  and  began  the  task  of  discovering  the  probable 
location  of  the  cause  of  the  disease.   .  .  . 

Attention  was  first  directed  to  Marlborough's  water  suppl}'.  The  number 
of  cases  had  now  increased  to  35.  On  a  map  of  the  city  the  location  of 
these  cases  was  indicated  by  a  colored  crayon.  A  glance  at  this  map 
showed  tiiat  the  disease  existed  only  in  a  limited  area  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  city.  Tiiis  fact  proved  conclusively  tiiat  the  germs  of  the  disease 
could  not  be  present  in  the  entire  water  supply  of  the  city.  In  places 
where  epidemics  have  been  found  to  be  spread  through  the  medium  of  the 
water  supply  the  part  of  the  town  suffering  most  has  been  that  nearest  the 
source  of  that  water  supply.  At  this  time  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
fever  in  the  western  part  of  the  city  where  the  water  from  the  ^ese^^•oir  is 
first  distributed. 

Other  possible  water  supplies  to  the  infected  part  of  the  city  were  next 
considered,  and  then  the  food  and  milk  supply.  It  was  found  that  all  the 
families  where  cases  of  typhoid  existed  had  access  to  one  milk  supply. 
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The  time  of  the  first  appearance  ot  the  disease  in  the  city  was  next  n 
tigated.  The  time  that  the  pntieDta  went  to  bed  and  the  dates  of  app 
ance  of  the  first  sjinptotna  of  reported  caaea  nere  made  note  of.  Tl 
nolca  dLecloaed  the  fact  that  one  patient  might  have  been  the  iuiwi 
cuuse  of  the  epidemic.  Through  thia  patient  the  milk  supply  for  a  pad 
the  city  might  have  become  infected  for  a  certain  time.  Tlie  fnrtbeT 
tory  of  the  epidemic  went  to  prove  that  this  was  its  probable  origin; 
after  the  patients  who  might  have  contracted  the  disease  frotn  this  so< 
had  recovered,  the  epidemic  was  practically  at  an  end  and  only  acattci 
cases  appeared  later.  .  .  . 

Some  member  of  the  board  or  its  agent  visited  all  of  the  infetrted  boa 
and  wherever  diBinfection  could  not  be  properly  carried  out  becAuse  of  I 
of  means  the  board  furnished  aid  and  assistance.  The  board  of  beattit 
Marl  bo  rough,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  and  for  themselves,  are  most  tka 
ful  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  thia  investigation.  It  waa  carefi 
and  rapidly  made  by  one  thoroughly  familiar  with  this  kind  of  BCi«ot 
work,  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  dispelled  the  fears  of  danger  from 
water  supply  and  certain  other  possible  sources  of  contagioo. 

As  far  as  I  know  the  present  ia  the  first  case  on  record  io  Aioer 
in  which  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  has  been  apparently  da« 
tbe  use  of  infected  skimmed  milk  ;  but  it  is  easy  to  believe  that  an 
obscure  outbreaks  of  this  dii^ease  may  have  come  from  s  sinril 
source.  With  the  multiplication  of  wenmeriea  to  which  milk  ( 
cream)  is  brought  from  numerous  and  various  furms,  the  possituli 
must  be  kept  in  mind  of  contamination  of  the  whole  product  by  o 
infected  contributory  portion  ;  and  inasmuch  as  sktmined  or  "sell 
rated"  milk,  on  account  of  its  cheapness  and  freshness,  is  now  mo 
used  not  only  for  cooking  but  also  for  drinking,  this  product,  aa  w 
as  the  "  whole  "  milk,  must  henceforward  he  regarded  as  a  poseil] 
vehicle  of  infectious  disease. 
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STATISTICS  OF  DISEASE  AND  MORTALITY. 


For  more  than  twenty  years  the  Board  has  collected  and  published 
statistics  of  mortality  from  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  which  have 
voluntarily  contributed  them  for  compilation.  The  labor  of  this 
useful  department  has  been  increased  from  time  to  time  by  the 
enactment  of  new  statutes,  making  the  collection  of  certain  statistics 
compulsory,  so  that  the  following  lines  of  statistical  work  are  now 
conducted  in  the  general  department  of  the  Board  :  — 

1.  The  collection  and  publication  of  the  weekly  returns  of  deaths 
contributed  mainly  by  the  city  registrars  and  boards  of  health  of  the 
cities  and  large  towns.  These  are  published  in  the  form  of  a  weekly 
bulletin,  one  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  the  registering  officer  of  each 
city  and  town  in  the  State  weekly.  During  the  past  year  the  cost 
of  issuing  this  report  has  been  considerably  diminished  by  the  deci- 
sion of  the  postal  authorities  to  the  effect  that  the  bulletin  may  be 
sent  through  the  mails  as  second-class  matter. 

2.  The  publication  of  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  each 
one  of  four  principal  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  each  city  and 
town  whose  annual  reports  are  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  the  diseases  included  being  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever, 
typhoid  fever  and  measles,  these  being  the  four  infectious  diseases 
which  are  most  commonly  reported  to  local  boards  of  health  by 
physicians.  By  comparing  the  deaths  with  the  reported  cases  the 
mean  ratio  of  fatality  froni  each  for  a  series  of  years  is  obtained  with 
a  fair  degree  of  accuracy. 

3.  In  consequence  of  a  statute  enacted  in  1893  (chapter  302), 
entitled  *'  An  act  relative  to  notices  from  local  boards  of  health  in 
cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health,"  it  has  now  become 
possible  to  collect  and  publish  with  greater  certainty  such  informa- 
tion as  is  required  by  the  statute  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
infectious  diseases  in  the  State.  By  the  terms  of  this  act  every  local 
board  of  health  which  has  had  notice  of  the  occurrence  of  a  case 
of  small-pox  or  of  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health 
is  required  to  report  the  same  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  receipt  of  each  such  notice. 

In  this  act  no  '*  disease  dangerous  to  public  health"  was  specified 
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by  nnrae  except  Bmall-pox.  The  Board,  therefore,  deemetl  it 
proper,  in  consequence  of  the  doubt  which  might  arise  among  lucil 
hoards  as  to  the  interpretation  of  this  clause,  to  express  its  opiobi 
upon  the  question  as  to  what  diseases  should  be  deemed  sahjectti 
official  notice  under  the  term  *'  dangerous  to  public  bealLli."  Tbi 
diseases  which  the  Board  considered  as  coming  within  tbe  meantq 
of  the  act  in  addition  tx)  iimall-pox  are:  scarlet  yiever,  nwaifat, 
typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  cholera,  yelloK  fertr, 
ti/phua  fever,  cer^nv-spinat  meningUis,  hydrophobiUy  maliffiimt 
pustule,  leprosy  and  Irickiiiosis, 

The  Board  issued  a  circular  upon  this  subject  in  September,  1699 
calling  the  attention  of  local  boards  of  health  to  the  new  law;  ini 
consequently  the  first  report  under  that  act  comprised  tbe  relunu  nl 
the  closing  months  of  1893.  To  this  is  added  in  the  present  repor 
ft  eummury  of  the  returns  under  the  same  act  for  1894. 

4.     In  the  following  year,  1894,  another  act  was  passed,  pertaia- 
ing  to  the  election  of  boards  of  health  in  towns,  whiuh  contHii 
following  section  relating  to  certain  returns  to  he  made  to  the  f 
Board  of  Health  ;  — 

[Acts  or  ISSI,  Cuaptib  21B,  SECnoK  3.] 

In  each  city  and  town  halving  a  populatioa  of  more  than  Ave  tltooasiid 
inbabitnnts,  as  deterinined  by  tlie  last  census,  at  least  one  member  of  taU 
board  aball  be  a  physician,  and  tbe  board  shall  send  aa  aaoiial  rvport  ol 
tbe  deaths  in  such  town  to  tbe  State  Board  or  Health.  The  form  or  saek 
reports  shall  be  prescribed  and  furniBhed  by  the  State  Board  of  ilealtb. 

The  first  returns  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  aunim^ 
rized  in  the  following  pages. 

Of  these  four  lines  of  statistical  work  the  two  latter  are  tbe  resalt 
of  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  1893  and  1894.  Each  has  its  valae; 
the  first  consists  of  the  weekly  mortality  returns,  lieing  useful  is 
determining  the  seasonal  mortality  by  weeks  from  several  iiirectious 
and  other  diseases  for  each  year  and  for  a  series  of  years ;  the  aeoond 
presents  the  ratio  of  fatality  (percentage  of  deaths  to  cases)  from 
diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  typlioid  fever  and  measles;  the  tbird  abowi 
the  number  of  reported  cases  of  certain  diseases  >*  dangeroQs  lo  the 
public  henlth"  in  each  of  tbe  cities  and  towns  which  complied  with 
the  statutes  (chapter  302,  Acts  of  18it3)  during  tbe  year;  sod  tbi 
fourth  presents  a  general  report  of  tbe  mortality  during  the  ymt 
1894  in  cities  and  towns  having  n  population  over  5,000,  i 
and  classified  according  to  Hcxes,  age  and  season  of  the  year. 


autninufay 
'ear.      ^M 
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I. 

SUMMARY  OF    THE  WEEKLY    MORTALITY  REPORTS    FROM 

CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  returns  of  deaths  made  at 
the  end  of  each  week  by  the  town  clerks,  city  registrars  and  other 
officials  having  in  charge  the  vital  statistics  of  cities  and  towns. 

These  returns  are  compiled  each  week  and  published  as  a  bulletin, 
one  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  the  registering  officer  of  each  city  and 
town  in  the  State.  These  reports  are  necessarily  incomplete,  since 
they  are  voluntary,  and  comprise  the  mortality  statistics  of  a  part  of 
the  population  only,  the  reporting  places  being  chiefly  the  cities  and 
larger  towns.  The  estimated  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  con- 
tributing to  the  returns  of  1894  was  about  1,466,000,  or  about  three- 
fifths  of  the  total  population. 

The  data  embraced  in  this  summary  are  the  following :  — 

Average  height  of  barometer  for  each  week. 

Mean  maximum  temperature. 

Mean  minimum  temperature. 

Rainfall  expressed  in  inches. 

Total  deaths  reported  for  each  week. 

Deaths  of  children  under  five  years. 

Deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 

Deaths  from  consumption. 

Deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases. 

Deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases. 

Deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

Deaths  from  measles. 

Deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 

Deaths  from  whooping-cough. 

Deaths  from  malarial  fever. 

Deaths  from  smail-pox. 

Deaths  from  erysipelas. 

The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  the  statistics  compiled 
from  these  weekly  returns  of  mortality  :  — 
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Total  Deathb. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  for  the  year  1894  from  tihi 
cities  and  towns  contribulmg  to  these  reports  wos  28,440  and  the 
average  number  per  week  was  54(i.  The  greatest  number  of  deatlu 
reported  in  a  single  week  was  763,  in  the  week  ending  July  21  ;  naii 
'the  least  number  was  454,  in  the  week  ending  Marc-h  31.  Tbt 
weekly  average  number  of  deaths  reported  for  each  tnootb  was  u 
follows :  — 


January 6IG 

February, 555 

MHi-ch, 635 

April 497 

May 603 

June, 486 


July, 


.  6« 

August, $13 

September,    .....  SU 

October »M 

Kovember,     .....  499 

December,     .....  5?7 


The  months  in  which  the  greatest  mortality  was  reported  were 
July,  September  and  Deeember,  and  those  in  which  there  was  the 
least  reported  mortality  were  April,  May  and  Jfovember.  The  i>er- 
centages  of  mortality  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  were 
as  follows :  — 


I   M    ■ 


First  qunrter, . 
Seconn  qua  iter, 
Third  quarlnr. 
Fourth  quarter, 


7,312 
6,430 
7.937 
6,761 


The  death  rate  of  reporting  cities  and  towns  was  19.4  per  1,000, 
the  estimated  population  being  1,46C,000. 


Deaths  itnder  Five  Years. 

The  reported  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  y<?ars  of  age 

was  10,258,  and  the  average  weekly  number  was  lit?.     The  gretilcfft 

number  reported  in  one  week  was  431,  in  the  week  ending  July  21 ; 

and  the  least  number  was   120,  in  the  week  ending  Jane  9.     Tba 

<tio  of  the  deaths  of  this  class  to  the  total  reported  mortality  wmt 
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36.1  per  cent.,  which  was  slightly  gi*eater  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year  (35.5  per  cent.).  The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  5  years  of  age  by  months  was  as  follows :  — 


January, 170 

February,       .        ,        .        ,        .  167 

March,  ......  172 

April,     ,.,.,.  160 

May, 168 

June, 166 


July,      ,,.,,.  889 

August, 804 

September,    .....*  248 

October, 195 

Noveraber, 162 

December 161 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  were  July,  August  and  September,  and  those 
having  the  least  number  were  February,  April  and  November. 

Consumption. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  consumption  was  3,179  and 
the  weekly  average  was  61.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported 
from  this  cause  in  a  single  week  was  86,  in  the  week  ending  March 
24;  and  the  least  number  was  45,  in  the  week  ending  October  13. 
The  average  weekly  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  in 
each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 

July 61 

August, 67 

September, 68 

October, 65 

November, 64 

December, 63 

The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
were  March  and  December,  and  those  having  the  least  number  were 
May  and  November.  The  following  table  presents  the  variations 
from  the  weekly  average  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  for  the 
past  five  years :  — 


January, . 

.    71 

February, 

.    68 

March,     , 

.    70 

April, 

.    60 

May, 

.    64 

June,       . 

.    60 

1A90. 

1891. 

189S. 

1898. 

1894. 

1890. 

1891. 

1898. 

1898. 

1894. 

January,    . 

+42 

-H 

+13 

+8 

+10 

July, 

-8 

—4 

—3 

-7 

0 

February,  . 

+3 

—4 

—8 

-« 

+7 

August,    . 

—4 

—3 

-4 

—1 

-4 

March, 

+3 

—6 

—1 

+» 

+9 

September, 

—6 

—8 

-11 

—1 

—8 

April, 

+1 

-H 

+7 

+13 

—1 

October,   . 

-11 

■fs 

—6 

—10 

-8 

May.  .        . 

+1 

-H 

0 

+1 

—7 

November, 

—12 

-4 

-4 

+2 

—7 

June, . 

—3 

—2 

—6 

~0 

—1 

December, 

0 

+& 

—1 

-8 

+a 
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The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  conaumption  to  the  niortiUi^ 
reporteil  from  all  causes  was  111.8  per  1,000,  whiio  ihatof  previ 
yeai-s  was  as  follows  :  — 


141.1 
134.2 
125.0 
130.0 


1892,  . 

1S93. 

1894, 


The  ratio  to  tbe  estimated  living  population  i 
1,000,  as  compared  with  2.20  in  1893. 


1894  was  2.17  f 


Acute  Lcng  Dibbases. 
The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases  (bra 
chilis,  pneumiiniu,  pleurisy  and  aathniu)  during  the  year  was  3,5fl 
and  the  weekly  average  wa^  68.  The  greatest  number  of  deatll 
reported  from  this  group  of  causes  in  a  single  week  was  183,  id  t 
week  ending  January  13  ;  and  the  least  number  was  20,  iu  the  week 
ending  July  14.  The  average  weekly  number  of  report«d  deaths 
from  these  causes  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


January, 
February ^ 
March,  . 
April,  . 
May,  . 
Juna,     . 


July.      . 

August, . 

September, 

Ot'tober, 

November, 

December, 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
these  causes  were  January  and  March,  and  those  having  the  least 
number  were  July  and  August.  The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  frum 
acute  lung  diseases  to  the  reported  mortality  fn>m  all  causes  was 
125.2  per  1,000.  The  estimated  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  report- 
ing  population  from  these  causes  was  2.42,  as  compared  with  3.1 
for  the  previous  year. 

Typhoid  Fever. 
The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  canse  In  1894  was 
419  and  the  average  weekly  numiier  was  8.  The  greatest  number 
reported  in  any  single  week  from  this  cause  was  2i,  in  the  week 
ending  September  15;  and  there  were  no  deaths  reported  fnr  the 
week  ending  March  3.  The  average  weekly  number  of  d«i 
»)ported  from  this  cause  for  each  month  was  as  follows :  — 


rt> 
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January, .        .        .        , 

February, 

March,     .        .        .        . 

.  6 
.  7 
.      4 

April,       .        .        .        , 

May, 

June, 

.  6 
.  6 
.      2 

July, 4 

August, 7 

September, 16 

October, 15 

November, 15 

December, 9 


The  months  having  the  least  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
were  April,  June  and  July,  and  those  having  the  greatest  number 
were  September,  October  and  November.  The  ratio  of  reported 
deaths  from^  typhoid  fever  to  the  reported  mortality  from  all  causes 
was  14.7  per  1,000,  and  the  ratio  to  the  reporting  population  was  .28 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  .21)  in  the  previous  year. 


Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in 
1894  was  1,397  and  the  average  number  in  each  week  was  27.  The 
greatest  number  reported  in  a  single  week  from  these  combined 
causes  was  75,  in  the  week  ending  December  1 ;  and  the  least  num- 
ber was  9,  in  the  week  ending  July  7.  The  average  weekly  number 
of  reported  deaths  from  these  causes  for  each  month  was  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


January, 26 

February, 21 

March, 20 

April, 17 

May, 24 

June, 18 


July 14 

August, 17 

September, 26 

October, 43 

November,       .'        ....    88 
December,       ,        ,        .        .        ,60 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
these  causes  were  Octpber,  November  and  December,  and  those 
having  the  least  number  were  April,  July  and  August.  The  ratio 
of  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  to  the  reported  mortality  from 
all  causes  was  49.12  per  1,000,  and  the  death  rate  of  the  reporting 
population  was  .95  per  1,000,  that  of  the  previous  year  being  .69. 
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ScAHLET  Fever.  ^ 
The  reported  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  189 
average  weekly  number  was  9.  The  greatest 
deaths  from  thia  cause  in  a  single  week  was  19, 
April  21 ;  and  the  least  number  reported  in  a  si 
the  week  endiug  October  13.  The  average  week 
in  each  niontU  was  as  followa :  —  i 


January 13 

Febnmry, 11 

March, 7 

April, 10 

May 


U 


July, 
Aug^t,  . 
Seplember, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  dei 
n'ere  January  and  February,  and  those  having  thi 
Auguat  and  Seplemlier.  The  ratio  of  deaths  fn 
reported  deaths  from  nil  causes  was  16.5C  per  1, 
rate  of  reporting  population  from  this  cause  was 
of  the  previous  year  being  .36. 


Measles. 


le^ 


The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  m( 
and  the  weekly  average  .77.  The  greatest  numl; 
was  4.  There  were  twenty-seven  weeks  in  whl 
measles  were  reported.  The  average  weekly  d 
each  month  was  as  followa  :  — 


January, . 
February, 
SlavcU,     . 

May, 
June, 


July,  . 
August,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
Dacember, 


^ 


The  ratio  of  deaths  to  the  reporting  mortality  l 
1.41  per  1,000,  and  the  death  rate  from  tbia  < 
1,000  of  the  reported  living  population,  as  con 
1893. 
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DiARRHCEAL  DISEASES. 

The  diseases  in  this  group  are  diarrhcea,  dysentery,  cholera  mor- 
bus and  cholera  infantum.  From  these  causes  combined  the  number 
of  deaths  reported  in  1894  was  2,395  and  the  weekly  average  num- 
ber was  46.  The  greatest  number  reported  in  a  single  week  was 
268,  in  the  week  ending  July  28  ;  and  the  least  number  was  2,  in  the 
week  ending  January  27.     The  average  weekly  number  of  reported 


January, . 

February, 

March,     • 

April, 

May, 

June, 


;n  n 

Qonin  was  as  loiiows : 

~"^ 

8 

July,     . 

.    192 

6 

August,. 

.    154 

8 

September,    . 

.      88 

5 

October, 

.      67 

6 

November,     . 

.      13 

22 

December,     . 

8 

The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
these  causes  in  1894  were  July,  August  and  September,  and  those 
having  the  least  were  February,  April  and  May.  The  deaths  from 
these  causes  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  constituted  76  per  cent, 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  same  causes  for  the  entire  year. 
The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  to  the  reported  mortality  from  all  causes 
was  84.21  per  1,000,  and  the  death  rate  of  the  reporting  population 
from  these  causes  was  1.62,  as  compared  with  1.71  in  1893. 


Whooping-cough,    Malarial    Fever,    Erysipelas,    Puerperal 

Fever  and  Small-pox. 

The  essential  statistics  relating  to  these  five  diseases  are  embraced 
in  the  following  table  :  — 


ToUl 

Heaths 

Beported. 

Weekly 

Ayeraffe. 

Ratio  per  1,000 
of  reported 

Deaths  Irom 
AU  Caases. 

Ratio  per 

1.000  of 

Estimated 

FopulaUon. 

Whooping-cough,       .        ,        •        •        . 

282 

6.0 

9.92 

.190 

Erysipelas,.        .•••.. 

65 

1.25 

2.28 

.044 

Puerperal  fever, 

47 

.9 

1.65 

.082 

Small-pox, 

28 

.54 

.98 

.019 

Malarial  fever, 

22 

.4 

.77 

.015 
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II. 

FATALITY  {RATIO  OF  DEATHS  TO  CASES)  FROM  CERTA 
INFECTIOUS   DISEASES   IN   1894. 

The  figures  in  tlie  following  table  are  compiled  from  tbe  publis 
reports  of  lociil  boards  of  bealtb  for  1894,  which  have  been  forn-ard< 
to  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.     Thoy  relate  cbiefly  t 
the  four  disensea  wliich  are  usually  reported  by  physicians  to  t 
local  boards  of  health  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  80,  PaU 
Stututea,  section  79. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  the  same  diseases  is  ala 
given.  The  chief  value  of  this  record  consists  in  the  ratio  of  fatally 
from  each  of  these  diseases,  which  is  valuable  in  proiKirtiou  to  I 
□umber  of  cases  and  deaths  thus  accumulated.  This  will  prove' 
specially  useful  in  the  future,  in  furnishing  data  for  the  compiirisoa 
of  the  fatality  from  diphtheria  in  the  periods  before  and  after  tbe 
introduction  of  antitoxin  as  a  life-saving  agent. 

The  columns  which  contain  the  numbers  of  deaths  may  be  c 
sidered  as  fairly  accurate,  while  the  figures  repi-esenting  the  am 
bers  of  cnses  are  probably  a  little  less  than  the  actual  numbers, 
consequence  of  the  neglect  or  failure  to  report  in  a  few  iastaDcex. 

The  figures  for  1894  are  as  follows:  — 

Reporteil  maps  nf  iliphtherifi  nnd  crenp, 4^ 

Ro;;iRter?d  (Il-uIIis  from  diphtheria  and  (.toii]i  in  the  sninc  L-ities  slid  towns. 

Fatality  {percent), 

Reported  cnaea  of  scarlet  fever, 7.4 

Registered  deaths  fi'om  scarlet  fover  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,     . 

Falality  (percent) 

Reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever, ijSii 

Registered  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  same  cities  nnd  towns,  . 

Fatality  (per  coot), ]7,fl 

Reported  cusps  of  measles 

Registt-Tcd  deaths  from  measles  in  tbe  same  cities  and  towtis,    . 
Falalily  (percent.) 

The  cities  and  towns  embraced  in  the  foregoing  list  are  76  ta  t 
ber,  being  6  more  than  those  presented  in  tbe  list  of  last  year. 
comprise  about  three-fourths  of  the  total  population  of  the  State. 
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The  number  of  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup  in  this  list 
was  much  greater  than  that  of  either  of  the  three  preceding  years, 
while  the  percentage  of  fatality  (27.9)  was  slightly  less  than  that  of 
1892  and  1893. 

The  reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  nearly  the  same  in  num- 
ber as  those  of  1893,  while  the  percentage  of  fatality  (6.8)  was  less. 

The  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  greater  by  357  than 
those  of  1893,  while  the  percentage  of  fatality  (17.0)  was  consider- 
ably less. 

The  reported  cases  of  measles  were  less  than  one-third  as  many  as 
those  of  1893,  and  the  percentage  of  fatality  (1.8)  was  slightly  greater. 

The  following  table  presents  a  summary  of  these  statistics  for  the 
four  years  1891-94  :  — 

Reported  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Massachusetts. 


■ 

Diphtheria  amd  Croup. 

BCARLKT  FaVBR. 

1991. 

1999.     1999. 

1994. 

1991. 

1999. 

1999. 

1994. 

Reported  caM«,   .... 

Deaths 

Fiitallty  (per  cent.)  1    . 

2,444 

676 

28.6 

8,083 

801 

20.2 

2,010 

026 

81.7 

4,086 

1,376 

27.0 

4,617 
161 
8.8 

6,112 
281 
4.6 

7,420 
624 

8.8 

7,416 

504 
6.8 

Mean  of  foar  years,    . 

28.8 

6.1 

TTPHOII)  FkVllB. 

Mkaslbs. 

1891. 

1M99. 

1993. 

1894. 

1891. 

1899. 

1893. 

1894. 

Reported  cases 

Deaths, 

Fatality  (per  cent.)  1    • 

2,414 

460 

19.0 

1,892 

436 

23.0 

2,467 

492 

20.0 

2,814 

488 

17.0 

5,861 

84 

1.4 

783 

81 

4.0 

6,290 

08 

1.6 

2,051 

37 

1.8 

Mean  of  four  years,     . 

10.6 

1.7 

The  following  figures  present  the  fatality  from  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever  and  typhoid  fever  in  England,  as  reported  by  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  of  England  for  the  years  1890-93  :  — 


1999. 


1891. 


1899. 


1899. 


Diphtheria,  . 
Scarlet  fever,  . 
Typhoid  feyer. 


25.5 

8.0 

10.0 


28.7 

5.8 

20.8 


28.6 
4.4 

17.8 


24.5 

4.2 

17.0 
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Certain  Viteatet  reported  to  Local  Boards  ofHedUh  in  1894. 


Cmu  UD  Tang, 


FiTii.  TiraoiP  Pit 


AiUHbnnF,    . 
AttlcborDofh, 


Bndtord. 

BrocklOD. 
BnwkllDa.     . 
OunbrldfSi   ' 


Pnokllo, 

OlOUOflltBTi 


HjdaPmrk,  . 

Ipiwlch, 


IMUin,       . 
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Oertaitt  IHteatet  r^orttd  to  Load  Boards  of  Health  in  1894  —  Contjoued. 


ClIIM  iHD  Tow»». 

tiiucr' 

«c^r.,» 

„„.,.„,„i 

Uuii-iii. 

Cuu. 

De.<h.. 

D«th.. 

Cuu. 

D,-U... 

Caui. 

D«llu. 

1( 

SI 

~T 

- 

U«dfo[d, 

11 

TS 
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n 

u 
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] 
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1 

- 
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N.0IO<!kM, 

I 

- 
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1 

ft 
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- 

I 
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1 

a 
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Vtm  B«dror 

U 
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u 
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1U 
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io 

u 

M 
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H 

lil 

H 
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IT 

GT 

V, 

ST 

t 

NorlhAndoVfr,    . 

S 

s 

s 

- 

B 

- 

■ 

t 

1 

- 

Onnga, . 

1 

1 

1 

u 

I 

- 

Fulolff . . 

IS 

s 

B 

- 

BLI.fleLd, 

IS 

M 

IS 

IB 

- 

ProTliicctav 

S3 

- 

Qalnry, . 

Bl 

» 

» 

80 

- 

B«dlD«, 

« 

- 

4 

4 

1 

- 

B<vete,  . 

U 

41 

« 

- 

- 

BuLs™,    . 

n 

341 

TO 

- 

- 

eiiigu>. . 

4 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Bomerv'Ule. 

no 

4» 

61 

U 

- 

- 

eu>D(^h.ni. 

B 

It 

S 

- 

- 

s 

4 

- 

- 

- 

T««nlon, 

1T4 

ST 

s 

- 

- 

W>ltb>.ii, 

1» 

M 

13 

- 

- 

Wirren. 

- 

n 

41 

- 

- 

Wellfiify, 

10 

la 

- 

1 

- 

Wxifleld, 

s 

14 

- 

- 

- 

W«.Hard, 

I 

M 

a 

1 

- 

WnloD. 

( 

1 

s 

- 

- 

ffhllmtn. 

" 

ISO 

■ 

' 

- 
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Certain  Diseases  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  Health  in  1894  —  Conclnded. 


DIPBTHBBIA  AHD 

CBonr. 

8OAU.BT  Fktbb. 

1 

TTpaoio  Fktbb. 

1 

CITIB8  AVD  TOWV8. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1 

Caaea.    Deaths 

WincheodoD, 

Winchester, 

Wiothrop, 

Worcester, 

8 

7 

6 

190 

1 

2 

2 

74 

17 

66 

6 

lei 

4 
8 

7 

8 

10 

6 

100 

2 

1 

81 

82 
485 

11 

4,036 

1,370 

7,416 

604 

2.814 

488 

2,051 

S7 

27.88 

6.80 

17.02 

1.80 

Boston, 
Brook  line,  . 
Cambridge, 

Dedham,     • 
Lowell, 
Lynn,  . 
Marlborough, 
Natick, 
New  Bedford, 
Newburyport, 
Qalncy, 
Randolph,   • 
Btoneham,   . 
Waltham,    . 
Wellesley,  . 
Worcester,  . 


77  eases  of  small -pox,  22  fatal. 

1  case  of  small-poz. 

4  cases  of  typhns  feyer ;  all  Immigrants  taken  III  within  a  few  daja  after  ar- 
rival; three  were  sisters  who  came  In  one  steamer;  all  reeoTer«d. 

1  ease  of  chlcken.poz;  also  contlnned  fever;  1  death. 

7  cases  of  small-poz,  8  fatal. 

1  case  of  small-poz,  fatal. 

1  case  of  small-poz. 

1  ease  of  small-poz. 
46  cases  of  whooplng-eongh. 

1  case  of  typhns  fever. 

1  case  of  small-poz  and  2  cases  ddeken-poz. 

1  case  of  small-poz. 

1  ease  of  small-poz. 

1  case  of  small-poz. 

1  case  of  small-poz. 
16  cases  of  smalKpoz. 


No.  34.]  STATISTICAL  SUMMARIES.  793 


in. 

REPORTS  OF  DISEASES  DANGEROUS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
FROM  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
CHAPTER  302  OF  THE  ACTS, OF  1893. 

The  first  report  under  this  act  was  that  which  was  made  for  the 
fractional  part  of  the  year  1893  beginning  with  May,  and  may  be 
found  in  the  twenty-fifth  annual  report  (pages  639-648).  The 
present  summary  embraces  the  returns  for  the  full  year,  1894. 

Previous  to  1883  no  law  existed  requiring  reports  of  infectious 
diseases  to  be  made  by  local  boards  of  health  to  the  State  Board. 
In  that  year  a  statute  was  enacted  requiring  that  all  cases  of  small- 
pox should  be  notified  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  immediately 
after  such  notice  was  received  by  the  local  board  of  health.  Not 
until  ten  years  later  was  this  provision  extended  to  other  diseases 
dangerous  to  public  health.  By  the  terms  of  chapter  302  of  the 
Acts  of  1893  it  is  now  required  that  notice  of  each  such  case  shall  be 
sent  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  within  twenty-four  hours  after  its 
I'eceipt  by  the  local  board. 

A  circular  was  issued  by  the  State  Board  in  September,  1893, 
giving  public  notice  of  this  act,  and  at  the  same  time  expressing  its 
opinion  as  to  the  diseases  which  should  be  regarded  as  coming  within 
the  provisions  of  the  act ;  and  in  order  to  facilitate  the  operation  of 
the  law  blank  postal  cards  were  printed,  containing  a  form  of  notice, 
and  these  were  issued  to  the  local  boards  of  health  of  cities  and 
towns  throughout  the  State. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  during 
the  year  was  15,595.  The  number  of  reporting  cities  and  towns 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year,  175  ;  but  these  cities  were 
not  identical  with  those  which  reported  in  1893.  Forty-two  munici- 
palities which  reported  in  1893  failed  to  report  in  1894,  and  an  equal 
number  which  had  sent  no  returns  in  1893  forwarded  returns  in 
1894. 
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Eighteen  of  these  towns  in  1893  and  6  in  1894  were  places  frcMi 
which  only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  was  reported  during  Ifae 
year. 

The  diseases  which  were  embraced  in  this  summary,  with  the 
number  of  cases  of  ea'ih,  are  as  follows:  — 

J>iphtheria  and  croup 4,l7rt 

Scarlet  fever, 6.79^ 

Tjphoid  fever, 

Mc-aslus 

Bmalt-pox 

Total 15,595 


The  following  table  ptesents  the  names  of  the  reporting  citiea  nnd 
towns,  with  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease  reported  hy  tbc 
local  boards  of  health.  The  figures  in  this  table  differ  from  those 
in  Section  H.  of  this  summary,  being  generally  less.  Those  of 
Section  11.  may  be  taken  as  the  complete  returns  in  the  citiea  and 
towns  named  in  that  table  (page  790),  while  those  in  the  following 
table  represent  the  returns  made  by  local  boards  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  Where  the  name  of  a  city  or  town  occurs  in  each  tabl« 
the  difference  in  the  numbers  given  may  be  taken  as  the  deficteooj 
in'  returns  made  to  the  State  Board  from  the  local  board  of  tliat 
place. 

Casta  of  Infictiotis  Diseases  reporied  to  the  Slalt  Board  of  BeaUh  frtnn  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seve?Uy-tuJO  CUies  ami  Tuwiis  during  1894. 


Albol,  .       . 
Alll«bon>U|b, 
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Catea  oj  In/tetiotu  DiKosa,  etc Contiiiaed. 


_!_ 

i 

J 

i 

i 

1 

1 

{ 

1 

1 

1 

Ba.TO>.,      . 

i,MS 

1,6BT 

~ir 

MS 

13 

Fnnklln,     . 

4 

Boiford,      . 

- 

1 

GudDar,      . 

- 

- 

Btudfoid.     . 

1 

S 

- 

GeaigelowE. 

- 

. 

BridfgwMer, 

- 

a 

Olodcibtib. 

It 

- 

BrlmllBld,    . 

1 

10 

Orafton.       . 

I 

. 

Si 

va 

ID 

- 

OruiriUe.     . 

1 

fir<»ka«ld,  . 

1 

11 

Grot™.        .       . 

- 

Btookllne,   . 

11 

M 

i 

. 

Casbbidsi, 

m 

SIB 

iia 

IT 

aullgy,        .       . 

. 

C<taUia.        . 

s 

■ 

HtmpdMi.   .       . 

- 

_ 

C.ill.le.       . 

i 

Bardvlck,   . 

- 

ClatklbuTg, 

2 

lUmrf.      .       . 

, 

CbQlnntord. 

1 

- 

Hirwich,     . 

- 

CatL«EA.    . 

1)0 

lift 

1 

H.«.H.^ 

Us 

41 

. 

CbHblro,     . 

1 

_ 

H.n,h.».    .       . 

CuiQOm.  .       . 

30 

lUnidiile,    . 

- 

CllDlDD.          .          . 

a 

IS 

HollLlop,    .        . 

OoBBOrd,      . 

» 

n 

- 

0«D»>y,      .        . 

- 

EudlOD,         .          . 

- 

ColUgo  Ctiy,       . 

Hul[,     .       .       . 

- 

DlltOB.            .          . 

- 

- 

- 

DgpvBri,      .       . 

H 

Iptwlch,      .        . 

14 

_ 

D>db»a,      .        . 

B 

Klnicloo,     .       . 

- 

DlahUid,      .       . 

10 

I 

- 

_ 

Dovtr.  .       .        . 

1 

U»B»NCI. 

219 

80 

1ft 

1 

Dr»ul,        .       . 

1 

LelMiMr,     .       . 

. 

Codisj.     .     . 

VI 

2ft 

« 

- 

Bmburj,     .       . 

» 

L«ven(t,      . 

1 

- 

27 

Leilnglon,  , 

B 

- 

EutliimpiDD,      ■ 

i 

UneglD,       .        . 

« 

- 

i 

Llllletoo,     .       . 

0 

- 

Brvlog,         .        . 

LUWILL,        .          . 

IM 

«S 

n 

1 

Etebett.    .        . 

12 

a 

Ludiow.       .       . 

1 

_ 

Fill,  RiFtB,       . 

U 

IM 

110 

LDDgubDrt. 

4 

- 

FiTCaBDRO.            . 

B2 

Id 

Ltsb.  .       .       . 

ITS 

43 

1 

pMboroogh.       . 

12 

^ 

- 

"-"-■      ■        ■ 

« 

20 

» 

796 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Casts  of  Infectious  Diseases^  «/c.  —  Continacd. 
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1 

Soath  Hadley,     . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

NSWBURTPOBT,  . 

11 

6 

8 

- 

- 

Southampton, 

- 

6 

- 

- 

1 

Nbwtok,     . 

It 

M 

40 

20 

- 

Sprimopikld, 

18 

128 

68 

17 

1 

North  Adama,     . 

21 

68 

70 

48 

- 

Sterling,      . 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Northampton,  . 

16 

66 

48 

n 

- 

Stoneham,   . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

North  AndoTer, . 

2 

6 

8 

- 

. ! 

Sutton, 

1 

7 

t 

1  : 

- 

No.  Attleboro',  . 

- 

- 

8 

2 

- 

Swampacott, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

No.  Brookfield,  . 

- 

7 

- 

- 

~  1 

Tauwtoh,    . 

160 

66 

6 

- 

Norton, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Upton, . 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

Oakham,      . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Wakefield,  .       . 

4 

4 

1 

"1 

- 

Orange, 

- 

1 

0 

1 

- 

Walpole,      .       . 

- 

2 

- 

1  . 

- 

Oxford, 

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

Waltham,  . 

104 

80 

12 

- 

1 

Palmer, 

- 

12 

7 

4 

- 

Ware,  .       .       • 

1 

8 

- 

- 

- 

I^eabodf,     . 

29 

18 

8 

1 

- 

Wareham,   . 

11 

16 

- 

- 

- 

Pepperell,    . 

4 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Warren, 

13 

42 

21 

6 

- 

PiTTsriELD, 

6 

4S 

11 

10 

1 

!  Watertown, 

14 

28 

0 

12 

- 

Plymouth,   . 

14 

8 

7 

1 

-  i 

Webater,     . 

11 

87 

14 

8  , 

- 

Preacott,      . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

Weet  BoylatOD,  . 

4 

1 

2 

1 

- 

Princeton,    . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

^ 
1 

.  Weatfield,    . 

1 

1 

0 

1 

- 

1 

- 

QUINCT, 

!      77 

24 

20 

22 

1 

'  Weslford,    . 

1 

22 

6 

1  i 

- 

Randolph,    . 

2 

15 

- 

- 

1 

WoatharoptoD,    . 

- 

- 

11 

- 

Raynharo,    . 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Weatmlnster, 

8 

0 

- 

- 

Reading, 

;     4 

2 

- 

• 

"  1 

Wenton, 

8 

8 

2 

- 

- 

Rockland,    . 

7 

28 

3 

» 

.  j 

Weymouth, 

18 

42 

IS 

- ; 

- 

Rockport,    . 

\       » 

11 

1 

2 

- 

Whitman,    . 

IS 

111  1 

1 

8 

- 

- 
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1^ 

1 

i 

WtlUiUUtOWD,     . 

WlDcbaidon,      . 
WloebMWr,       . 
Wlodior,     .       . 
VlDlhrap,  .       . 

Wonhlnglon,      . 
Wremhun, . 

1 

H 

11 
88 

" 

WOBCEfTIB,        . 

TirmDOIb,  . 
Otb«r   »«•  of 

ToMl.,  .       . 

11 

TO 

m 

Hi 

8SB 

IT 

4.1TB 

e,7si 

tjm 

MSB 

Ml 

ToUl 

Toul  DomlMr  of  raporUns  wifdi. 
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The  foUowiDg  Hat  compriaes  the  cities  aad  towns  from  which  no 
returns  were  received.  The  probable  cause  of  failure  to  report  on 
the  part  of  these  municipalities  is  discussed  in  the  last  report,  pages 
647,  648.  It  is  no  more  than  just  to  repeat  that  in  many  of  the 
towns  of  group  IV.,  and  in  some  of  those  in  group  III.,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the 
year. 

List  of  Towns  fbom  which  ko  Repobts  were  received. 


I.    Cilies. 

HOLYOKE, 

11. 

Towna  having  Populations  of  More  than  S,000  in  Each. 

Amherst, 

Hyde  Park, 

Soutbbridge, 

Andover. 

Melrose, 

Spencer. 

Blackstono, 

Middleborough, 

Stoughton, 

Brain  tree, 

North  bridge. 

VVestborough, 

Framinghnm, 

Plymouth, 

West  Springfield.  — 17 

Greenfield, 

Revere, 

STATE  BOABD  OF  HEJ 


in.     Totem  having  a  Population  of  Omt  1,000,  but 

Acton, 

UubbBrdstoi), 

Ashfield. 

Lanea  borough, 

Barre, 

Lee, 

Bellingham, 

Lenos, 

Boume, 

Longmeadow, 

Brewflter, 

MancheBler, 

Buckland, 

Mansfield, 

Can-er, 

MattapoiseU, 

C  bar!  Ion, 

Majnard, 

Cbatham, 

Medfi«ld, 

Chester, 

Med  way, 

Cabasset, 

Merrlmac, 

Durtoioulh, 

Middlefield. 

Deerfield, 

MiUia, 

DoDnis, 

Douglas, 

Monterey, 

Knfietd, 

Needham, 

Bases, 

Newbury, 

Fairhaven, 

New  Marlborongh, 

Falmouth, 

North  borough. 

Freetown, 

Northfield, 

Gill, 

Norwood, 

Great  Barrington, 

Orleans, 

llnmilton. 

Pembroke, 

Hanover, 

Petersham, 

HanBon, 

Provincetown, 

Hatfield, 

Rehoboth, 

Holbrook, 

Rochester, 

Holden, 

IF.     Townt 

\aving  les»  than  1.000  Inhal 

Alford. 

Burlington, 

Aahby, 

CwTor, 

Becket, 

ChHderoont, 

Berkley, 

Chesteriield, 

Btrnardijton. 

Chilmark, 

Blaniiford, 

Clarksburg, 

Bo»l)orough, 

('uranilogtOD, 

noylston, 

Dana, 
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IV.     Towns  having  less  than  1,000  Inhabitants  —  Concluded. 

Greenwich, 

Monterey, 

Richmond,    * 

Goshen, 

Montgomery, 

Rowe, 

Gosnold, 

Monroe, 

Russell, 

Halifax, 

Mount  Washington, 

Rutland, 

Hamilton, 

Nahant, 

Savoy, 

Hancock, 

New  Ashford, 

South  wick. 

Haw  ley, 

New  Braintree, 

Stow, 

Heath, 

New  Salem, 

Sunderland, 

Holland, 

Norfolk, 

Tolland, 

Lakeville, 

North  Reading, 

Truro, 

Leyden, 

Otis, 

Tyngsborough, 

Lynnfield, 

Paxton, 

Tyringham, 

Marion, 

Pel  ham. 

Wales, 

Mashpee, 

Peru, 

Warwick, 

Mendon, 

Phillipston, 

Washington, 

Middlefield, 

Plainfield, 

Wendell, 

Middleton, 

Ply  mp  ton. 

Whately.  — 76. 

Millis, 

800  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc- 


IV. 

The  following  suminary  comprises  the  returns  from  those  cities 
and  towns  which  are  included  in  the  provisions  of  chapter  218  of 
the  Acts  of  1894.  This  law  required  the  local  board  of  health  of 
each  city  and  town  having  a  population  of  more  than  5,000  inhab- 
itants to  <<  send  an  annual  report  of  the  deaths  in  such  town  to 
the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  form  of  such  reports  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  State  Board  of  Health.*' 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  State  Board  of 
Health  prepared  a  blank  form  and  issued  two  copies  to  each  of  the 
boards  of  health  in  cities  and  towns  having  more  than  5,000  inhabi- 
tants.   The  items  provided  for  in  this  blank  form  were  the  following  :  — 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  still-births. 
Total  number  of  still-births. 

Deaths  of  males. 

Deaths  of  females. 

Deaths  in  which  the  sex  was  unknown. 

Deaths  at  each  of  fifteen  age  periods. 
Deaths,  ages  unknown. 

Deaths  in  each  month  of  the  year. 
Deaths,  date  unknown. 

Deaths  from  each  of  twenty-four  specified  causes. 
Deaths  from  unknown  causes. 
Deaths  from  all  other  causes. 

Tabic  I.  of  this  summary  presents  the  names  of  the  reporting 
cities  and  towns,  with  the  number  of  the  population  in  each.*  The 
names  of  cities  are  printed  in  small  capitals. 


*  The  population  here  employed  is  an  estimated  population  for  tbe  year  1894.  tMscd  apoa 
the  increase  from  1890  (the  date  of  the  United  States  census)  to  1895  (tbe  date  of  tbe  State 
census).  At  the  date  of  printing  this  report  the  first  count  of  tbe  State  eensDt  oalj  bad  been 
pahlished.  Tbe  second  connt  or  revision  usually  increases  tbe  firft  fignrei  tUgbtly,  bat  dq( 
f ufflcieotly  to  change  any  death  rates  which  may  be  compnted  from  tbe  flfarea  in  tbls  table. 
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Table  II.  presents  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  each  city  and 
town,  with  the  number  of  deaths  of  each  sex  and  at  each  age  period. 
The  number  of  still-births  is  also  presented  in  this  table. 

Table  III.  presents  the  mortality  of  each  city  and  town  by  months. 

Table  IV.  presents  the  mortality  by  causes  of  death  under  twenty- 
four  titles,  including  the  deaths  fi*om  unknown  or  ill-defined  causes 
and  those  from  all  other  causes  not  specified  under  the  other  titles. 
The  causes  selected  are  chiefly  those  which  are  of  sanitary  significance. 

Table  I. 


Adamt,  . 
Amesbarj,     . 
Aodover, 
Arlington,      . 
Atbol,     . 
Attleboroagh, 
BlAckstone,    • 
B08TOM, 
Brocktok,    . 
Brooklloe, 
Cambbidos,  . 
Crxlbxa, 
Chicopke, 
ClintoD,  . 
Dan  vers,         . 
Dedham,         . 
Etsrstt, 
Fall  Kiveb, 

FiTCHBURO,    . 

Framiogham, 
Gardner, 
Gloucbbtsb, 
Graft  00, 
Greenfield,     . 
Havzbhill,  . 
iioltoks, 
Hyde  Park,    . 
Lawrencx,   . 
Leomintter,   . 
Lowell,        • 
Ltnn,     . 
Maldek, 
Marblehead,  . 
Marlbobouoh, 
Msdpobd,     . 
Melrose, . 


Eitimated 

Population, 

1994. 


8,n3 

0,047 

6,146 

4,864 

7,152 

8,145 

6,068 

484,701 

81,801 

15,348 

70,070 

80,586 

15,052 

11,286 

8,036 

7,100 

17,076 

85,100 

25,458 

0,446 

0,031 

27,032 

5,082 

6,034 

20,600 

30,203 

11,501 

50,326 

8,825 

82,082 

60,060 

28,232 

7,772 

14,745 

13,800 

11,277 


Mlddleborongh,     .... 

Mllford 

Montagae, 

Natlck 

Niw  Bedford,  .... 
Newbubtport,    .... 

Newton, 

North  Adams,       .... 

NOBTHAMPTON,      .... 

(Nortliampton  Lanatic  Hospital), 
North  Attleborongh,    . 

Palroer, 

Pittsfield 

Plymouth,      ..... 

QuincT 

Revere,  .*.... 
Rockland,       ..... 

Salem, 

Soxeryille,         .... 

Bouthbrldgc, 

Springfield,       .... 

Stunebam, 

Taunton 

Wakefield,        .... 

Walthax, 

Ware. 

Watertown, 

Webster, 

Westboroagh,       .... 

Westfleld, 

West  Springfield, .... 
Weymouth,    ..... 

Woburn 

Worcsbtsb,         .... 


Estimated 

Population, 

1994. 


Total, 


6,667 

8,028 

6,102 

8,051 

51,085 

14,433 

26.040 

18,516 

16,388 

6,606 
6,770 

10,770 
7,820 

10,844 
7,083 
5,451 

33,676 

40,526 
8,126 

40,824 
6,253 

26,756 
8,044 

20,423 
6,268 
7.645 
7,637 
5,224 

10,478 
5,013 

11,201 

14,041 

05,706 


1,876,041 


Beverly,  no  rttaro;  Peabody,  no  retarn. 
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HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 


The  following  digest  comprises  such  abstracts  as  have  been  made 
from  reports  of  local  boards  of  health  which  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  office  of  the  State  Board  for  the  year  1894. 

The  table  of  reported  infectious  diseases,  which  it  has  been  cus- 
tomary, during  the  past  three  years,  to  print  in  connection  with 
these  abstracts,  has  been  transferred  to  a  previous  page,  where  it  is 
presented  as  Section  IE.  of  the  statistical  summaries. 

The  principal  topics  which  appear  to  be  prominent  in  the  follow- 
ing abstracts  are  the  need  of  hospitals  for  contagious  diseases  in 
cities  and  populous  towns,  the  introduction  of  registration  of  plumb- 
ers and  the  regulation  of  plumbing  by  local  boards  of  health,  and 
the  need  of  public  systems  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  places 
already  provided  with  public  water  supplies. 

Health  of  Toavns. 

Adams. 

Number  of  nuisances  inspected, 24 

Number  of  nuisances  abated, 22 

Amesbury. 

There  were  56  complaints  of  nuisances  jfiled  during  the  year,  as  against 
81  the  previous  year.  Most  of  these  were  caused  by  want  of  a  proper  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  for  the  town.  The  property  owners  have  shown  in  most 
cases  a  prompt  and  cheerful  willingness  to  comply  with  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  board,  to  have  all  nuisances  promptly  abated. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  relating  to 
vaccination  should  be  regularly  enforced.  They  are  now  almost  wholly 
neglected,  which  may  result  in  future  disaster. 

Scarlet  fever  has  again  prevailed  in  various  sections  of  the  town,  fur- 
nishing 57  cases,  as  against  89  in  1893.  The  type  of  the  disease  has  been 
unusually  mild,  causing  but  1  death,  or  less  than  2  per  cent.,  while  last 
year  it  was  16  per  cent.  Every  effort  has  been  made  by  this  board  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  this  disease.     Each  house  has  been  immediately  posted 
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where  a  case  was  reported  to  exist,  and  great  care  taken  to  have  the  apu 
lueats  thoroughly  diuiafected. 

We  would  again  (for  the  eighth  year)  urge  npon  the  voters  that  the  town  ' 
should  build  and  equip  a  complete  system  of  eewer&ge  the  preseut  year.     It 
must  he  done  sooner  or  later. 


Arlington, 


J 


The  regulations  adopted  by  the  town,  iu  consequence  of  the  atatate 
lating  to  the  business  of  plumbing  throughout  tlie  State,  have  been  iini 
tially  enforced  in  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  our  town  who  employ 
plumbers,  as  well  as  for  the  protection  of  those  in  the  town  who  are  engage^l 
in  the  plumbing  busiuesB.  The  importance  and  value  of  the  inspe«tiotis 
will  become  more  apparent  each  year.  A  complete  record  is  kept  by  tbc 
inspector  of  each  building  examined,  and  the  information  ooataioed  in 
those  records  will  prove  of  much  value  to  those  who  may  wish  to  purctuM 
buildings  in  the  towa,  as  they  can  ascertain  just  what  quality  of  work 
been  put  into  them. 


Arri.i 


1 


There  have  been  107  fewer  cases  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
than  in  1893.  This,  no  doubt,  has  been  owing  to  a  more  rigid  quarantiiM 
of  persons  suffering  from  such,  and  the  exclusion  from  school,  for  a  Iodbh^ 
period  than  has  heretofore  been  required,  of  children  living  ia  booaaa 
where  such  diseases  have  existed.  In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtberltt 
in  many  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  fact  that  it  is  very  diflicalt 
to  detect  the  disease  in  its  mild  form,  the  board  desires  to  emphasize  tbi' 
importance  of  absenting  all  children  from  school  who  are  suffering  wilL 
sore  throats,' however  mi!d,  and  of  notifying  the  family  physician  at 
Teacher^  of  our  schools  will  do  well,  and  do  much  to  lessen  the  spread 
this  most  fatal  disease,  If  they  will  prohibit  from  attending  school 
child  BufTering  from  sore  throat.  Any  child  having  a  rash  U]>on  its 
should  be  sent  home  at  once,  and  not  allowed  to  attend  school  again 
out  a  certificate  from  a  physician  stating  that  it  is  not  of  a  oodI 
nature. 

The  great  difference  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  betweoa 
and  last  year  is  due  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  during  the  year  of  li 
Since  the  exclusion  from  school,  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  dating  from  tlt^ 
extermination  of  the  last  case  in  snch  houses,  of  children  living  in  bottsn 
where  this  disease  has  been,  it  has  gradually  died  out.  only  3  caws  hiTina 
been  reported  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  but  10  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year,  S  of 
occurring  in  a  family  where  the  parties  were  visiting,  who  bad  l«ft 
homes  to  escape  the  disease,  it  being  very  prevalent  in  Iheir  town, 
jear  30  cases  were  rejiorted. 
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There  have  been  14  deaths  from  taberculoBis  daring  the  year,  the  nom- 
ber  of  cases  not  being  reported. 

Nineteen  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  reported,  being  7  more  than 
in  1893. 

Belmont. 

Three  houses  have  been  fumigated  by  the  board,  the  remainder  by  the 
occupants  themselves,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  us. 

In  midsummer  the  board  inspected  the  majority  of  the  places  in  which 
swine  are  kept,  and  found  them  in  good  condition.  Four  complaints  have 
been  received  in  writing,  and  the  nuisances  were  inspected  and  abated. 


Boston. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  11,520,  a  decrease  from  the 
previous  year  of  190  deaths.  The  population,  as  estimated  in  the  middle 
of  the  year,  is  501,107,  which  is  based  on  the  geometrical  rate  of  increase 
between  the  last  two  census  years,  1885-90.  The  death  rate  for  the  year, 
as  calculated  on  this  population,  is  22.98  per  1,000  inhabitants.  This  rate 
is  less  by  1.04  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  lowest  since  1890. 

The  excessive  prevalence  of  pneumonia,  which  caused  the  largest  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  1893,  has  subsided,  and  consumption  resumes  its  former 
place  as  the  principal  factor  in  the  city's  mortality.  The  deaths  from  this 
latter  cause  numbered  1,425,  which  is  12.36  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality. 
The  deaths  from  pneumonia  numbered  1,119,  or  9.71  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Diphtheria  became  epidemic  during  the  year,  causing  817  deaths,  and  its 
increase  was  noticeable  in  every  month  of  the  year  over  those  of  1893.  It 
assumed  an  epidemic  form  in  the  last  week  of  September,  reached  its 
climax  about  the  first  week  in  December  and  gradually  fell  off  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  It  is  noteworthy  that  during  the  past  four  years  in  this  city 
this  disease  has  shown  an  increasing  tendency,  the  rate  per  1,000  inhabi- 
tants being  .505  in  1891,  .881  in  1892,  .976  in  1893  and  1.630  in  1894. 

Of  the  other  contagious  diseases  reported  during  the  year,  the  deaths 
from  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  measles  were  respectively  less  than 
the  year  previous. 

The  increase  in  diphtheria  and  cholera  infantum  raised  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  zymotic  causes  to  2,357,  an  increase  of  315  deaths  of  this 
class  over  the  previous  year,  or  a  percentage  of  20.46  to  the  total  mortality. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  also  increased  to 
4,108,  or  35.66  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths.  This  is  the 
highest  per  cent,  since  1887,  and  the  highest  number  of  deaths  for  any  one 
year  on  record.  The  increase  of  deaths  of  children  was  due  to  diphtheria, 
cholera  infantum  and  an  unusually  large  number  of  enteric  diseases,  the 
result  of  malnutrition. 


820 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  DocJ 


There  were  77  cases  of  small-pox,  with  22  deaths,  all  of  which  occnm|H 
IQ  the  first  five  moDths  of  189.5.  fl 

Many  very  full  tables,  illustrated  with  diagranie,  accompany  the  reportiV 
preseDtiug  the  mortality  of  the  city  by  ages,  causes  of  deaths,  sexes  audi 
BeaaoQs  for  a  series  of  years.  Comparative  tables  are  also  giveu,  present-  I 
ing  the  same  statistics  for  several  large  American  and  foreign  cities.  ' 

The  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  epidemic  form  made  it  possible  for  the 
board  of  health  to  introduce  three  new  forces  for  the  suppresaion  of  the 
disease.  One  is  the  new  remedy,  "  antitoxiae,"  which  has  been  Dsed  to  & 
limited  extent,  with  excellent  results  in  reducing  the  percentage  of  deaths 
to  the  number  of  cases.  It  is  also  claimed  for  antitoxine  that  it  possesae* 
the  power  of  preventing  an  attack  of  diphtheria  for  a  brief  length  of  time, 
when  used  during  or  immediately  after  espoaurc  to  the  disease.  To  what 
extent  this  probable  qu.ility  of  the  i^ent  may  in  the  future  be  maijc  avail- 
able remains  to  be  seen,  but  thus  far  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  an 
active  agent  in  diminishing  the  number  of  cases.  Another  agent  has  been 
found  in  the  use  of  the  bacteriological  laboratory,  by  which  a  large  number 
of  mild  cases  of  this  disease  are  found  to  exist.  This  has  given  rise  to 
early  treatment  and  isolation,  where  the  ordinary  means  of  diagnosis  have 
heretofore  left  such  cases  to  go  as  ordinary  sore  throat.  The  laboratory 
test  is  proving  of  great  service  also  in  determining  the  time  when  it  is  safe 
to  discharge  the  diphtheritic  patient  from  isolation.  The  third  and  prob- 
ably most  tK>tent  agency  in  controlling  the  spread  of  this  disease  and  that 
of  scarlet  fever  ia  the  new  force  of  fifty  physicians  for  the  daily  inspection 
of  the  schools,  in  which  there  are  more  than  seventy  thousand  of  the  most 
susceptible  subjects  to  these  two  diseases.  This  has  set  in  practice  the 
most  active,  constant  and  skilful  watchfulness  for  the  earliest  symptoms 
of  these  and  other  diseases  among  school  children.  The  same  agency  ha« 
been  used  in  watching  and  securing  such  isolation  as  might  be  possible  of 
all  cases  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  within  the  city,  and  certifving  the 
time  of  their  full  recovery.  By  the  latter  means  the  earliest  appeAnuK«B  ] 
of  the  disease,  its  development,  bolation  and  disappearance  are  broughfcfl 
directly  under  the  agency  of  the  board  of  health.  4 

On  the  advent  of  the  recent  epidemic  of  diphtheria,  the  board  of  health, 

finding  itself  in  possession  of  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  the  work,  made  ma 

arrangement  with  Professor  Ernst  for  this  work  to  be  done  at  tl>e  Harvwnl 

medical    laboratory.     Dr.  McCollom,  the  physician  to  the  board.  tui\-iag 

qualified    himself   In  bacteriological  work,  was  relieved    from  other  duties 

and  assigned  to  this.     His  work  in  the  laboratory  has  been  of  great  ratgc 

In  connection  with  the  other  new  means  now  in  use  for  the  supprrssioD  a 

Heria. 

physicians  were  invited  to  take  cultures  from  throats  where  t 

was  suspected,  and  for  their  convenience  culture  tubes  in  c 

ed  and  stations  were  established  at  drug  stores,  where  pbyaiew 

I  obtain  tubes  for  cultures. 
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Dr.  Ernst  contributes  a  report  of  the  work  which  the  board  had  entrusted 
to  him,  of  preparing  a  supply  of  antitoxine,  to  be  distributed  under  the 
direction  of  the  board.  This  work  is  conducted  at  Gallop's  Island  in 
Boston  Harbor,  and  was  entered  upon  in  January,  1895. 

Registration  of  Plumbers. 

For  the  year  ending  Jan.  31, 1895,  the  examining  board  held  21  meet- 
ings and  examined  213  candidates  for  plumbers'  licenses ;  72  were  exam- 
ined for  master  plumbers'  licenses,  and  36,  or  50  per  cent.,  passed  the 
examination  and  were  licensed  ;  141  were  examined  for  journeymen  plumb- 
ers' licenses,  and  129,  or  91  per  cent.,  passed  and  were  given  licenses. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools. 

The  need  of  medical  inspection  of  schools,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
contagious  and  other  diseases  among  the  school  children,  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  in  1892  ;  and  for  this  purpose 
an  appropriation  was  then  secured.  A  delay  of  several  months  was  occa- 
sioned in  securing  the  approval  of  the  school  committee,  so  that  the  plan 
did  not  finally  go  into  operation  till  November,  1894,  when  the  board  of 
health  selected  fifty  physicians  for  this  purpose,  divided  the  city  into  fifty 
school  districts,  and  began  school  inspection.  These  physicians  are  ap- 
pointed medical  inspectors  of  schools  and  agents  of  the  board  of  health, 
and  are  authorized  to  visit  each  school  daily,  during  the  early  part  of  the 
morning  session,  and  to  examine  all  pupils  who  complain,  or  appear  to  the 
teachers  to  be  ill.  If  an  inspector  finds  a  pupil  showing  symptoms  of  any 
contagious  disease,  or  is  otherwise  too  ill  to  remain  in  school,  he  will 
advise  the  teacher  to  send  the  pupil  home  for  the  temporary  observation  of 
its  parents  or  family  physician.  He  will  also  give  such  professional  advice 
as  may  be  required  by  the  teachers  to  aid  them  in  carrying  out  all  laws 
and  regulations  pertaining  to  contagious  diseases,  vaccination  and  general 
school  hygiene,  whose  enforcement  belongs  to  the  school  committee  or 
board  of  health.  In  the  examination  of  throats,  the  medical  inspectors  will 
use  only  the  wooden  tongue  depressors  which  are  furnished  by  the  board 
of  health,  each  of  which  is  to  be  burned  after  a  single  use. 

The  medical  inspectors  of  schools  are  also  authorized  agents  of  the  board 
of  health ;  and  will,  on  notification  from  said  board,  visit  all  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  at  the  homes  of  the  patients,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  examining  the  places  and  plans  of  their  isolation ;  and,  as  such 
agents,  they  will  report  to  the  board  of  health  their  approval  or  disapproval 
of  such  places  and  plans  of  isolation.  Such  medical  agent  will  not  prescribe 
advice  or  criticise  anything  beyond  that  which  pertains  strictly  to  the 
isolation  of  the  patient,  and  will  carefully  avoid  any  word  or  act  which 
may  be  construed  as  an  infringement  upon  the  rights  of  the  family  or  at- 
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tending  physician.  He  will  visit  the  pntieot  aa  often  as  may  be  neceasuy 
to  inform  himself  as  to  the  contioued  isolatiou  of  the  case.  Xo  case  at 
Bcarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  will  be  diaoharged  from  isolation  uaLil  its  com- 
plete recovery  is  certified  to  the  board  of  health  by  one  of  its  medical 
agents  ;  and  such  certificatea  of  recovery  will  be  baaed  on  the  complete  dis- 
appearance of  deequaiiiatioQ  in  caaes  of  scarlet  fever,  and  on  the  abaeooa 
of  the  Klebs-LKBfBer  bacillus  in  cases  of  diphtheria, — the  latter  to 
shown  by  bacteriological  examination  made  aatiafactory  to  the  board 
health. 

The  reports  of  the  medical  inspectors  of  schools,  for  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  show  that  4,962  pupils  were  presented  to  them 
for  examination ;  o64  were  found  to  be  too  ill  to  remain  in  school  for  the 
time  being,  212  were  suffering  from  contagious  diseases,  iii  were  soffcriDg 
from  diphtheria  and  131  were  too  ill  from  troubles  in  the  eyes  and  ears  to 
be  in  school.  Diseases  in  the  throat  were  moat  prevalent,  and  were  found 
in  1,T49  pupiU.  Diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  and  spine  are  found  auHScieiiily 
often  among  the  school  children  to  warrant  a  more  careful  examinatioD  to 
find  those  who  may  be  suITering  from  mild  forms  or  early  stages  of  tbeae 
diseaaea.  It  often  happens  that  school  children  suffer  serious  and  on- 
recognized  disadvantages  by  reason  of  defective  eyeaigbt,  deHcient  bearing 
or  a  commencing  deformity  of  the  spine.  The  mild  forms  and  early  staget 
of  these  ills  would  not  generally  be  seen  and  appreciated  by  the  tencliei 
and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  them  to  detect  illnesses  wbii 
require  special  skill  on  the  part  of  the  physician  to  recognize. 


Tenentenl-  Bouses. 
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Every  tenement- house  in  the  city  has  been  inspected  at  least  twioe  during 
the  year,  and  many  of  the  poorer  clasa  have  been  examined  every  month 
or  oftener;  and,  as  is  nsual  with  the  poorer  class  of  buildings,  a  large 
number  of  notices  have  been  iaaued  from  the  department,  ordering  I 
abatement  of  nuisances  existing  therein,  necessitating  frequent  subseqasi 
viaita  to  ensure  a  compliance  with  the  notices. 

Overcrowding  in  tenement-houses  is  not  so  prevalent  its  it  has  been  i 
former  years.     Although  still  prevailing  in  some  sections  of  the  city,  t 
state  of  things  can  only  be  determined  for  a  cortnJnty  by  visits  after  raid 
night,  which  are  required  by  inspectors  in   the  tenement- bouse  district 
during  the  winter  months. 

Fci  Lands. 

Under  the  operation  of  chapter  342  of  the  Acts  of  1893  U  I 

found  possible  to  compel  the  filling  of  wet  Innda,  where  herrtofor*  it  I 

been  ditBeult  because  of  a  lack  of  sufficient  authority  to  deal  wlti)  t 

owners  of  such  lands.     By  authority  of  this  act  upwards  of  flf^  diflcn 
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individaals  and  corporations  have  been  served  with  legal  notices  by  differ- 
ent sheriffs  and  constables  throughout  the  Ck>mnionwealth.  These  notices 
set  forth  that  the  board  of  health  had  adjudged  that  the  public  health 
required  that  certain  lands  owned  by  the  parties  so  notified  be  filled  to  the 
grade  of  eleven  feet  above  mean  low  water,  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  create 
a  nuisance,  and  with  good  clean  gravel  or  other  suitable  material. 

Paving  Private  Passageways. 

The  Legislature  of  1894  enacted  a  law  to  the  effect  that  when  the  board 
of  health  shall  adjudge  that  the  public  health  requires  and  shall  order  that 
any  private  passageway  shall  be  paved  or  provided  with  a  suitable  road-bed, 
the  owners  shall  forthwith  lay  such  road-bed  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
said  board.  By  authority  of  the  said  law  fourteen  private  passageways 
were  during  the  year  provided  with  a  stone  or  macadam  pavement,  by 
direction  of  the  department. 

VauUsj  Nuisances^  etc. 

The  number  of  vaults  discontinued  in  1894  was  171,  making  7,665  in  all 
since  the  enactment  of  the  law  authorizing  such  action. 

The  number  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  was  6,840,  and  793 
complaints  were  investigated  which  did  not  require  action. 

Disinfection. 

The  total  number  of  rooms  disinfected  by  the  disinfecting  corps  was 
9,813,  nearly  all  of  which  (97  per  cent.)  were  in  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
scariet  fever.  There  were  also  70,057  disinfections  conducted  in  yards, 
cellars,  vaults,  cesspools,  water-closets,  gutters,  etc.,  the  materials  used 
being  1,625  pounds  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  38,920  pounds  of  chloride  of 
lime,  48,978  pounds  of  sulphur  and  other  substances. 

Garbage  Disposal. 

The  board  furnished  a  dumping  boat  or  scow  in  1884,  which  was  turned 
over  to  the  street  cleaning  department  in  1886.  In  1894  a  small  experi- 
mental plant  was  constructed  in  Dorchester  for  the  reduction  of  garbage, 
a  place  having  been  assigned  for  the  work  by  the  board  of  health.  The 
contract  provided  for  the  treatment  of  not  more  than  twenty  tons  of  gar- 
bage daily. 

Public  Baths. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  of  both  sexes  at  the  public  bath  houses 
during  the  season  of  1894  was  1,082,675. 
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Report  of  Phyaicifnis  to  the  Board  of  Health. 

There  were  2,371  persona  vaccinateil,  aod  cerlificateB  of  vaccination  ii 
given  to  1,524  ecbool  cbildren. 

The  deaths  of  3S1  persons  dying  without  the  attendance  of  a  pbysici 
were  investigated.  These  caaee  coinpriae  principally  those  who  die  fre 
chronic  disease,  where  there  has  been  no  medical  care  for  months  prevtoi 
to  death,  and  those  who  die  suddenly  from  natural  causes.  In  these  caa 
a  careful  external  examination  is  nitide,  the  symptoms  learned  and  a 
DQsis  sufliciently  accurate  for  all  practical  purposes  reached.  The  Uw 
requires  a  medical  certiiicate  of  death  before  a  permit  for  burial  is  grantc 
and  these  examinations  are  made  to  conform  to  the  law,  as  well  as  to  coUo) 
statistics  for  bills  of  mortality. 

Infectious  Diseases.  —  One  hundred  and  twenty  cases  reported  i 
pox  have  been  examined  ;  of  these  77  proved  to  be  small-pox.     Sixty-nine"" 
of  theae  patients  were  sent  lo  the  sroall-pox  hospital  on  Canterbury  Street, 
where  18  of  them  died.     Eight  patients  were  sent  to  the  hospital  on  Gallop's 
Island,  and  of  these  2  died.     The  statement  of  the  remaining  43  reported  J 
cases  is  as  follotrs :  eczema,  o  ;  measles,  7 ;  postular  dermatitis,  4  ;  syp)^ 
ills,  G;  urticaria,  3;  varicella,  18. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty-two  cases  of  varicella  were  investigated  duriu 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  diagnosis. 

On  the  first  of  November  an  arrangement  was  made  with  Prof.  H«r« 
C.  Ernst,  by  which  physicians  could  send  cultures  for  examination  to  tlie" 
bacteriolt^ical  laboratory  of  the  Harvard  Mcdtcn!  School.  In  November 
and  December  1,002  cultures  were  examined.  The  bacillus  of  dipbtlierU 
was  found  in  24G  instances  ;  in  699  cases  the  bacillus  of  diphtheria  was 
absent,  and  in  57  instances  there  were  no  growths.  During  the  month  of 
.January,  1895,  there  were  842  cultures  examined.  Of  this  number  216 
showed  the  presence  of  the  bacillus  of  dipljtbcria ;  in  593  iustances  the  bu- 
cillusof  diphtheria  was  not  found,  and  in  33  instances  there  were  no  growtlu. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cultures  scot  to  the 
laboratory  during  the  month  of  January,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  tn 
previous  months,  that  the  importance  of  this  work  is  becoming  mon:  g 
ally  appreciated  by  physicians. 


RejiOTt  of  Inapedor  aj  Animals  tU  AIndtair. 
Jnimalt  kilkil  al  AbaUoir. 

Cattle S6;0SA 

Calves IlflTO 

ep cs,ioe 


dlop'a 
K>rt6dJ 

iarol^ 
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Animals  condemned. 


Number. 


Weight. 


Cows,  . 
Steers,  . 
Bulls,  . 
Calves,  . 
Parts  of  animals. 

Total,     . 


55 


Pounds. 

41 

18,211 

5 

4,485 

5 

4,000 

4 

185 

— 

4,250 

31,131 


Diseases  found  among  Animals  after  having  been  killed  and  dressed  at  the  Abattoir, 


DI8KA8B8. 

Cattle. 

Calvee. 

Sheep. 

Tuberculosis,     . 
Septicaemia, 
Puerperal  fever. 
Actinomycosis,  . 
Enteritis,   . 
Bniised,     . 
Immatured, 

58 
8 

1 

17 
1 

1 
3 

- 

Total, . 

« 

1 

4 

85 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  cattle  killed  with  the  inten- 
tion of  being  used  for  food  :  — 


Class  of  Animals. 

Number 
Kecelved. 

Tuberculosis. 

Percentage. 

Whole  number  of  all  kinds,      .... 
Cows  from  eastern  States,        .... 
Bulls  from  eastern  States,         .... 
Steers  from  eastern  States,       .... 
Cows  from  western  States,       .... 
Steers  from  western  States,      .... 

26,025 
1,886 

58 

56 

2 

0.24 
2.97 

Under  the  head  of  cows  from  eastern  States  is  understood  those  animals 
from  all  of  the  New  England  States,  inclading  Massachusetts. 
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Previous  to  Juoe,  1894,  the  carcaseee  of    aDimale  slaughtered  Kt  tlu 
abnttoir,  Bbowing  the  presence  of  very  slight  lesions  of  tuberculosis  (as  ^4 
email  nodule  in  a  lymphatic  gland  and  tbe  animal  otbemise  in  good  ( 
dition),  had  not  been  condemned. 

Inspection  of  CaUte, 

The  work  of  inspection  of  cows,  as  provided  for  by  the  Board  of  Heal1 
and  Bubsequently  made  compuhory  upon  cattle  in  general  by  an  act  of 
Legislature,  baa  been  continued  during  the  past  year. 

All  cattle  which  upon  ioepectioD  have  shown  any  symptom  of  taberculosis 
have  been  tested  with  tuberculin,  which  has  been  supplied  by  the  United 
Stales  Government  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  and  all  animals  which 
have  shown  characteristic  reaction  to  such  test  have  been  quarantined,  aocl 
the  State  Board  of  Cattle  CommissionerB  notified.  Twenty-six  animals 
have  been  qaaraatined  under  these  conditions  and  reported  to  tbe  Stata 
Board  of  Cattle  Commiaaioners. 


Bradfobd. 
Sixty-five  buildings  have  been  inspected  by  tbe  agent.     Sixteen  nol 
have  been  served  by  the  board,  in  addition  to  many  personal  instmctii 
given  by  all  the  members  of  tbe  board. 

Bridqewateb. 

The  health  of  our  people  has  been  remarkably  good :  no  contagious 
infections  disease  or  epidemic  of  any  kind  has  prevailed  among  us ;  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  careful  and  constant  supervieion  of 
sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  continued  from  year  to  year,  baa,  by 
blessing  of  God,  secnred  to  our  citizens  immunity  from  *'  many  ills 
Uesh  is  heir  to." 

For  clearing  of  cesspools  tbe  excavator  lias  become  a  prime  necessity, 
and  the  wonder  now  ie  how  we  could  have  dispensed  with  it  so  long. 
There  is  au  increasing  demand  for  its  use  and  an  increased  satisfactioti 
with  the  results.     Two  hundred  loads  have  been  removed,  i^ainst  150  IbM, 

Brockton. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  [n  the  city  during  the  past  year  was  4S|,' 

exclusive  of  still-births,  an  increase  of  22  over  ttie  year  1893.     EsUinating 

the   population  of  the  city  at  S3,939  (which  is  the  State  Board  of  Health 

estimate),  the  death  rate  would  be  14.17  for  each  1,000  of  tbe  popalatloi 

which  must  place  our  death  rate  among  the  very  lowest  of  any  of  the  c 

and  large  towns  tn  the  State. 

A  large  number  of  the  blocks  and  business  places  on  the  Hoe  of  i 

"T  have   conne^t^d  with  the  sewer,  which   has   largely  reduced 


:tCataM 
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amount  of  work  formerly  done  by  the  excavator  wagODS.  Some  maDDer  of 
disposing  of  tiie  large  amount  of  waste  paper  that  accumulates  in  the  city 
must  be  provided  for  in  the  near  future,  and  we  would  recommend  that  the 
city  furnish  some  place  for  burning  it,  as  that  seems  to  be  the  only  proper 
manner  of  disposing  of  it. 

Brookline. 

The  public  swimming  bath  was  open  as  usual  during  June,  July,  August 
and  September.  There  were  6,573  baths  taken  in  1894.  More  com- 
modious quarters,  an  instructor  in  swimming  and  a  better  water  supply  are 
needed. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  $5,000,  asked 
for  by  the  board,  to  construct  suitable  buildings  for  the  shelter  and  care  of 
persons  ill  with  dangerous  contagious  diseases,  and  needing  isolation. 
Under  this  vote  the  board,  after  conferring  with  competent  authorities, 
had  two  buildings  constructed  in  one  of  the  least  densely  populated  parts, 
of  the  town,  a  safe  distance  apart  and  sufficiently  remote  from  all  other 
buildings.  The  hospitals  stand  on  high  ground,  in  a  location  of  great 
natural  beauty,  with  plenty  of  space  about  them  for  the  erection  of  tents 
or  portable  huts  in  case  of  an  extensive  epidemic.  The  buildings  are  of 
wood,  single-story  pavilion  style,  each  having  three  small  wards,  with  a 
hallway  through  the  middle  of  the  building,  a  kitchen,  cellar  and  attic, 
and  can  together  accommodate  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  patients  and 
attendants.  They  were  planned  with  special  attention  to  securing  ventila- 
tion and  sunlight,  have  plastered  walls  covered  with  Windsor  cement,  to 
permit  of  thorough  and  easy  cleansing,  and  all  the  rooms  except  the 
kitchens  have  open  fireplaces.  Both  buildings  have  modern  sanitary 
arrangements,  public  water  supply  and  good  piazzas.  One  of  the  build- 
ings, the  smaller  one,  is  for  diphtheria  patients,  the  other  for  scarlet  fever. 
At  one  end  of  the  larger  building  are  a  kitchen  and  small  ward,  wholly 
separate,  and  available  when  necessary  as  a  probationary  ward  for  the 
observation  of  any  doubtful  case.  It  is  often  very  difficult  to  make  a  cor- 
rect diagnosis  at  the  outset  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease,  and  meanwhile 
great  danger  is  sometimes  incurred  by  the  family  or  household  with  whom 
the  patient  may  be  residing.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  provide  a  place  for  the  patient  where  he  will  not  endanger  others  if  he 
proves  to  be  infectious,  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  the  infection  of  the 
probationer  if  his  illness  proves  to  be  either  non-infectious  or  a  less 
dangerous  infectious  disease.  These  rooms  will  also  prove  useful  at  times 
for  laundry  and  cooking  purposes,  or  for  occupancy  by  convalescents 
before  going  among  children,  or  in  times  of  epidemic  as  a  reserve  ward. 
Both  hospitals  have  now  been  occupied,  and  have  been  found  comfortable 
and  convenient  for  patients  and  nurses.  The  hospitals  can  be  communi- 
cated with  by  telephone,  and  ar^  kept  always  ready  for  immediate  use. 
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Diiriag  the  suniiner  and  autumn  a  smaller  number  than  usual  of  cases 
njalarin  were  met  with  io  the  Holyrood  district,  and  but  a  few  cases 
other  parts  of  the  town.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  Newton  a 
ilrookline  boards  of  health,  held  nt  Hammond's  Pond,  Sept.  12,  18! 
surveys  and  estimntes  of  cost  were  made  by  the  civil  engineers  of  the  tWO 
municipalities  with  reference  to  drying  up  the  awamp  land  about  Hsi 
mond'a  Pond  and  draining  the  stagnant  pools  iu  that  neigbborbood.  i 
there  bos  beeu  a  decided  decrease  of  malaria  io  Brookline  the  past  seasoQi 
tbe  board  has  not  yet  asked  for  any  appropriation  for  carrying  out 
plans  of  tbe  engineers,  but  has  served  a  notice  on  the  parties  respODsiblQ 
for  the  stagnant  pools  iu  the  Holyrood  district  that  said  pools  are  | 
nuisance,  and  must  be  abated.  ' 

The  Ijoard  voted,  December  10,  that  tbe  agent  should  secure  a  sufficient 
number  of  physicians  to  make  daily  medical  inspections  of  the  schools. 
Sis  inspectors  and  four  substitutes  were  at  once  appointed.  All  accepted, 
were  assigned  to  schools,  und  on  tbe  lltb  all  were  at  their  posts.  Th* 
duties  of  tbe  inspectors  were  mainly  confined  to  the  examinntion  of  cbUdm 
found  by  their  teachers  to  be  ill,  and  also  any  noticed  by  the  inspccto 
and  advice  as  to  the  disposal  of  sick  children,  and,  with  very  few  exoc 
tions,  tbe  teachers  heartily  co-operated. 

Btport  of  the    Veterinary  Ingpedor  and    Jnii}ieetor  of  MiUt. 

During  tbe  past  year  we  have  collected  and  examined  301  samples 
milk,  showing  an  average  of  1^.83  per  cent,  of  solids,  —  a  remark^ 
improvement  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

During  tbe  year  attention  has  been  called  to  two  horses  sospect^d 
being  affected  with  glanders,  one  of  which  was  condemned  and  deBtroyecl 
One  hundred  and  thirty-one  cattle  were  suspected  of  being  infecteil  wi 
tuberculosis,  of  which  45  were  found  to  be  diseased,  and  destroyed, 

Cakbriimjr. 

TutuI  number  of  complaints  and  nuisances  iovostigntud  during  theye.tr,         lj( 
Number  nf  inspections  made,      .>.....         3.368 

Number  nf  subsequent  inspections, 6,163 

ToUl 

Number  of  notices  issued  and  ruoorded,     .        .  ... 

Number  of  special  notices  issued, ,        , 

Orders  of  the  board  served  by  constable,   .... 

Rooms  film igal«d . 

Number  of  notices  for  treatment  of  eontagious  dUeniiiis  .stnl  out,     . 
Namber  of  visits  to  premises  where  contagions  diseases  oecitrrod  daring 

the  year 

Privy  vaults  abolished 

Tolftl  number  of  free  vacciuuliona  M  Hiree  stations,  . 
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The  board  directs  attention  to  the  necessity  of  making  provision  this 
coming  year  for  proper  inspection  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  ice  sold 
for  domestic  use.  Of  the  importance  of  such  inspection  there  can  be  no 
question.  In  the  absence  of  such  inspection  of  the  source  of  supply,  the 
chemical  examination  of  a  few  samples  of  the  ice,  which  is  all  that  we  have 
at  present,  is  of  little  or  no  value  as  indicating  whether  or  not  the  ice  is 
unfit  for  use. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  in  its  report  on  water  supply  and  sewerage, 
for  1890,  Fart  1,  page  536,  says :  ^'  In  any  case  an  opinion  regarding  the 
wholesomeness  of  a  water  must  be  based  on  all  the  information  obtainable 
about  it.  In  addition  to  the  chemical  and  biological  examination  one 
should  know  the  location,  environment  and  sources  of  the  water,  and  the 
character  and  population  of  the  drainage  area.  These  facts,  drawn  from 
widely  different  sources,  are  all  interdependent,  and  help  to  interpret  one 
another." 

So  long  as  the  city  ordinance  relative  to  ice  inspection  remains  in  its 
present  form,  our  citizens  have  the  right  to  expect  that  the  examination 
which  the  ordinance  says  shall  be  made,  has  been  made,  and  to  rely  in 
their  use  of  ice  upon  its  having  been  made ;  and  we  feel  the  necessity  of 
recommending  either  that  provision  be  made  to  enable  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  ordinance  to  be  performed,  or  that  the  portion  of  the  ordinance 
relating  to  the  inspection  of  the  sources  of  supply  be  repealed,  as  that 
portion  is  at  present,  in  the  absence  of  such  provision,  more  likely  to  do 
harm  than  good. 

We  earnestly  recommend  the  construction  of  a  sewer  to  care  for  the 
drainage  now  emptying  into  Muller's  Brook,  which  will,  unless  such  sewer 
be  constructed,  cause  a  serious  nuisance  in  the  near  future. 

Finding  in  the  locality  of  Bird's  Pond  the  conditions  for  the  creation  of 
malaria,  and  the  presence  of  affections  which  malaria  causes,  this  board 
does  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  much  of  the  sickness  prevalent  there  as  due 
directly  to  the  condition  of  that  pond ;  and  we  therefore  recommend  the 
draining  of  Bird's  Pond  and  the  land  adjacent  thereto,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  sewer  as  proposed  by  the  city  engineer  to  that  end. 

We  urgently  recommend  that  ample  provision  be  made  for  bacteriologi- 
cal work  for  the  board  of  health,  to  detect  and  prevent  the  spread  of  diph- 
theria. 

We  have  adopted  regulations  regarding  cow  stables,  embodying  the 
principles  which  should,  we  think,  be  enforced  in  every  stable  in  the  city 
wherein  milch  cows  are  kept.  We  append  a  copy  of  the  regulations  we 
have  adopted  regarding  cow  stables. 

Beffulaliofis  Begardifig  Cow  Stables. 

1.  Every  buikling  used  as  a  stable  for  cows  shall  contain  at  least  one  thousand 
cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each  animal  kept  therein. 
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comply  with  the  reqaest  of  the  school  committee,  which  they  felt  to  be 
most  proper.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  this  provision  was  made,  and 
that  the  board  of  health  immediately  appointed  its  medical  inspector  to 
undertake  this  additional  work  outlined  above;  and  since  June  1,  1894, 
no  children  are  allowed  to  return  to  the  public  schools  in  these  cases  except 
after  personal  examination  of  the  case  by  our  medical  inspector,  and  upon 
his  certificate  that,  in  his  opinion,  such  return  can  safely  be  permitted.  To 
make  this  plan  effective  it  was  necessary  to  require  the  certificate  of  the 
board  of  health  in  every  case,  and  a  rule  to  that  effect  has  been  adopted 
by  the  school  committee.  Of  the  importance  of  this  step,  and  of  the  pro- 
tection thereby  afforded  to  the  children  who  attend  the  public  schools,  there 
can  be  no  question  ;  but,  in  order  to  make  the  system  perfect,  it  should  be 
made  applicable  to  all  who  attend  any  school  in  this  city,  whether  public, 
private  or  parochial. 

We  wish  to  state  our  conviction  that  no  attempt  at  controlling  diseases 
dangerous  to  the  public  health  will  ever  be  really  effectual,  nor  will  the 
citizens  of  Cambridge  ever  be  afforded  the  protection  from  such  diseases 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  until  the  board  of  health  has  placed  at  its  dis- 
posal ample  hospital  accommodation  for  the  isolation  of  such  cases  as  can- 
not be  properly  cared  for  at  home,  and  until  a  plant  for  the  disinfection  of 
infected  articles  is  provided,  and  means  are  supplied  for  carrying  out  bac- 
teriological examinations  in  obscure  cases  of  disease. 

When  so  much  is  said  and  written  about  the  influence  of  schools  in 
spreading  communicable  diseases,  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  are  other 
causes  at  work  equally  if  not  more  potent  for  evil.  Little  can  be  added  to 
the  forcible  words  of  Clement  Dukes  on  this  subject:  '*  In  fact,  were  I 
asked  to  name  the  most  likely  spots  in  this  country  [England]  for  the  start- 
ing of  infectious  diseases,  ...  I  should  not  name  the  market  place,  the 
highway,  the  home,  the  laundry,  the  school,  the  church,  the  funeral  or  the 
theatre,  but  the  public  conveyances."  Who  that  has  experienced  the  dis- 
gusting stenches  and  seen  the  indecent  crowding  together  of  men  and  women 
m  the  street  cars  can  doubt  the  danger  of  contracting  in  them  nearly  every 
communicable  disease  to  which  flesh  is  heir  ? 

Eight  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  rapid  succession  among  persons 
taking  milk  from  the  same  Somerville  milkman.  The  trouble  probably 
originated  at  a  farm  in  Bedford  whence  some  of  the  milk  came. 

Canton. 

We  have  received  but  8  complaints  during  the  ten  months  since  the  last 
election. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  citizens  to  the  stream  which  begins 
just  above  the  Upper  Silk  Factory  Pond.  On  this  stream  are  three  silk 
mills  which  have  privies  emptying  directly  into  it  (and  this  is  equally  true 
of  all  the  manufactories  and  most  of  the  dwellings  that  are  situated  on  the 
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bordtirB  of  brooks  nnd  ponds  of  the  town),  so  witboiit  exaggeration  it  id 
aftfe  to  say  that  more  tlmn  live  Lundrcd  persons  use  tbia  stream  daily  tot  tm 
common  sener.    This  stream  has  formed  a  bar  or  bank  several  feet  in  ' 
depth,  wliich  at  high  water  is  covered  by  scarcely  eighteen  inches  of  water, 
while  in  the  summer  when  the  water  is  low  it  is  bare  a  large  part  of  the 
time  and  exposed  to  the  scorching  rays  of  the  summer  aun  ;  aad  this  ii 
the  heart  of  the  village,  and  within  a  stone's  tlirow  of  the  largest  i 
the  principal  school-house  of  the  town. 

Concord. 

la  the  fall  we  saffered,  in  common  with  a  great  many  other  places,  fra 
an  uDUBual  amount  of  diphtheria,  there  being  twehe  cases  reported  betwM 
the  t)th  and  2Tth  of  November.  Since  that  time  the  nnmber  of  ciuwb  t 
rapidly  diminished,  and  at  the  present  time,  March  1,  there  is  but  o 
that  we  know  of  in  town,  and  only  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 
first  sign  that  the  above  diseasea  were  liable  to  become  epidemic  wc  {: 
a  regulation,  as  printed  in  last  year's  town  report,  requiring  all  children 
absent  from  school  on  account  of  sickness  for  two  consecutive  days  to 
bring  a  doctor's  certificate  stating  that  they  were  not  suffering  from  any 
contagious  disease,  or  to  remain  away  six  weeks.  We  are  of  tlie  opinion 
that  that  regulation  did  a  great  deal  to  stop  the  spread  of  the  disease  ;  and 
we  know,  from  the  teachers,  thai  it  helped  to  increase  the  attendance  at 
school  greatly-  The  great  danger  (and  we  cannot  emphasize  this  fact  too 
strongly)  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  scholar' may  be  suffering  from  a  mtld  at- 
tack of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  and  be  kept  out  of  school  a  day  or  two 
and  then  sent  back  in  the  very  best  time  to  spread  the  disease.  'I*he 
parents,  not  having  called  a  physician  in,  are  not  aware  that  their  child  haa 
anything  more  than  a  cold,  and  in  that  way  the  disease  is  spread  mon  1 
than  in  any  other.  ■ 

The  agent  fumigated  44  different  houses.  I 

The  one  matter  of  keeping  swine  in  the  village  gives  the  bonnj  tnon 
trouble  and  bother  than  any  other.     In  one  case  we  were  forced  to  bring  suit- 

The  inspector  of  provisions  and  animals  has  reported  to  this  board  thiU 
he  has  at  various  times  quarantined  sixteen  cows  thnt  be  auspeoted  i 
suffering  from  tnberculoais. 

Cottage  Crrv. 

A  contract  was  made  for  cleaning  cesspools  and  vaults,  also  a  oontr 
for  the  collection  of  awill  and  garbage.     Two  hundred  and  aixty-tlin 
orders  have  been  received  for  removing  the  oontenta  of  < 
vaults,  .38  permits  were  given  for  various  purposes  and  1  license  gruited  Ij 
a  master  plumber. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  town  a  vote  was  passed  asking  the  hoM^  i 
remove  the  unsightly  vegetable  growth  from  the  waters  of  S 
An  additional  appropriation  was  made  for  this  puriK>8e. 
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Dbdham. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year  and  for  a  number  of  years  previous, 
the  number  of  cases  of  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  will  be  seen  to 
have  been  very  small.  During  the  preceding  year,  1893,  53  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  47  cases  of  measles  were  reported.  The  records  this 
year  are  5  for  scarlet  fever  and  3  for  measles.  All  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  reported  this  year  came  close  together,  and  the  board  made  investi- 
gations to  see  whether  any  specific  cause  could  be  assigned  for  such  cases. 
A  large  number  of  the  cases  were  found  to  have  been  contracted  probably 
outside  the  town.  Dedham  has  an  excellent  supply  of  drinking  water  in 
the  public  system,  and  continued  analyses  made  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  have  shown  no  cause  for  alarm  in  this  direction.  The  question  of 
drainage  is  a  matter  which  must  face  the  town  at  a  very  early  date,  and  no 
question  of  greater  importance  to  the  public  health  and  welfare  of  Dedham 
exists. 

The  tabulation  of  death  records  recently  prepared  by  Mr.  Hill,  town 
clerk,  from  1844  to  1890,  extending  over  a  period  of  forty-five  years,  shows 
that  877  deaths  were  from  consumption  alone,  out  of  a  total  of  4,915 
deaths  from  all  causes. 

The  board  believes  that  there  is  no  question  before  the  town  of  such 
vital  importance  regarding  its  general  health  and  welfare  as  that  of  sewer- 
age. The  town  should,  at  a  suitable  time,  see  that  its  interests  are  amply 
protected  and  subserved  by  any  plan  which  may  be  adopted  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  trunk  sewer.  Especially  is  it  desirable  that  such  trunk  sewer 
shall  provide  ample  means  of  draining  all  portions  of  the  town  limits  which 
are  in  any  way  liable  to  need  a  sewerage  system  in  the  next  thirty  years, 
and  such  main  sewer  should  also  provide  ample  capacity  for  taking  care  of 
this  sewage  with  that  obtained  from  other  locations. 

More  or  less  complaint  having  been  heard  in  regard  to  the  jail  sewerage, 
the  board  had  analyses  made  of  the  effluent  water  from  the  disposal  field. 
These  analyses  were  made  by  the  State  Board  of  Health ;  their  results 
showed  absolutely  no  trace  of  contamination  from  the  filter  beds,  and  the 
board  believes  that  the  disagreeable  features  which  are  noticed  from  time 
to  time  proceed  from  other  causes. 

East  Bridgewater. 

The  board  has  examined  and  corrected  a  great  many  nuisances  during 
the  past  year,  and  some  which  were  corrected  last  year  were  found  in  a  bad 
condition  again  this  year.     They  were  again  corrected. 

Scarlet  fever  has  appeared  in  two  outbursts  this  year,  but  through  the 
whole  epidemic  the  disease  has  run  a  mild  course,  and  no  deaths  have  been 
reported. 
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Wo  havR  organized  a  board  of   plnrabera,  accordiog  to  law,  and 
HceoBed  one  to  do  the  plumbing  in  this  totrn. 

About  100  Hchool  cbildren  were  vaccinated,  as  a  part  of  tbe  work  of  I 
board,  this  year. 

Easts  AHPTOs. 

During  the  year  there  baa  been  much  improvement  in  tbe  general 
of  the  town.     There  bas  been  no  epidemic  of  disease,  other  than  scarlet 
fe%'er,  which  has  prevailed  in  a  very  mild  form  and  has  caused  no  deaths. 

We  would  recommend  tbe  construction  of  a  small  building  near  the 
buildings  now  on  tbe  town  farm,  to  be  used  as  a  village  hospital  in  cases 
of  oontagious  disease.  Such  a  building  would  not  necessarily  be  very 
large  or  very  expensive,  perhaps  one  story  high  and  with  two  or  thrre 
rooms.  It  should  be  made  pleasant  and  attractive,  without  and  within,  to 
tbe  end  that  the  sufferer  might  not  be  needlessly  depressed  by  disagreeable 
surroundings.  Such  a  building  would  do  away  with  tbe  unpleasant  ass< 
ciations  that  surround  the  name  "pest  house,"  and  would  be  found  a  w 
useful  and  economical  provision  when  its  use  should  be  required, 

Everett. 

Ninety-one  bouses  have  been  fumigated.  In  many  cases  where  scaii 
fever  has  been  in  a  mild  form  there  has  been  great  dilBculty  ezperieaced  II 
beeping  tbe  patient  isolated,  or  even  in-doors,  until  danger  of  contagion  ] 
passed. 

The  board  in  November  adopted  the  method  of  taking  cultures  in  dip) 
theria  cases.     The  physicians  have  gladly  co-operated  with  the  board  in  tb 
work.     We  have  been  very  fortuDate  in  having  so  few  cases  of  this  diseaM. 
considering  its  marked  prevalence  in  Boston  and  other  neighboring  cities. 

We  have  also  adopted  a  card  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  achm 
which  reads  as  follows :  — 

This  ccrtiUes  that  may  safely  be  admitted  to  school  after  .  I) 

[signed  by  representative  of  Uie  board].     Keep   Uiis  card  and  give  it  to  ■ 
teacher  after  alwve  date. 

One  of  these  cards  for  each  child  that  attends  school  is  left  at  the  lioi 
at  the  time  of  fumigation,  the  date  of  safe  admission  is  written  U[x>n  Uk 
card,  which  is,  according  to  the  statute  of  tbe  State,  two  weeks  Inter, 
school  teachers  will  not  admit  scholars  who  have  been  out  on  accoaot  of 
contagious  diseases  unless  one  of  these  cards  is  presented.  Before  Uw 
adoption  of  this  method  we  found  that  some  ont-of-towu  physiciaDS  gUTC 
certificates  of  recovery  that  would  admit  children  to  school  who 
just  the  stage  to  spread  disease. 

We  propose  to  have  every  house  that  has  been  vacated  by  a 
family  thoroughly  cleansed  before  it  is  again  occupied.  Tbb 
been  •.in ployed  in  New  York  Cor  over  a  year,  with  good  reculto. 


I  who  ir«t»  i^m 

a  ooDsanptli^H 
it  method  ta 

J 
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Fall  Riyer. 

The  comparative  freedom  of  the  city  daring  the  past  year  from  conta- 
gioos  diseases  is  a  condition  upon  which  the  citizens  can  well  be  congratu- 
lated. 

The  prejudice  at  first  manifested  by  householders  against  having  their 
houses  placarded,  we  are  pleased  to  state,  is  fast  disappearing,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  object  for  which  it  is  done  is  becoming  better  understood. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  sniall-poz  in  several  cities  during  the  past 
year  and  the  notices  in  relation  to  vaccination  published  by  the  board,  a 
larger  number  has  been  vaccinated  at  this  office  than  in  any  preceding 
year.  The  number  vaccinated  in  1892  was  1,326;  in  1893,  1,231;  and 
1,720  during  the  past  year. 

Sixteen  horses  affected  with  glanders  or  farcy  were  reported  to  and  quar- 
antined by  the  board  during  the  year.  £leven  cows  were  reported  as 
having  tuberculosis,  and  were  placed  under  quarantine  and  the  Cattle  Com- 
missioners notified.  All  but  two  were  condemned  and  killed  and  disposed 
of  otherwise  than  for  food. 

For  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1894: — 

Number  of  live  cattle  examined, 1,206 

Number  of  live  cattle  examined  and  reported  diseased,        .        .  6 

Number  of  meat  carcasses  examined  at  slaughter  houses,    .        .  500 

Number  of  meat  carcasses  examined  and  destroyed,     ...  50 

FiTCHBURG. 

The  recent  law  enacted  for  the  inspection  of  plumbing  under  the  direction 
of  the  board  of  health  makes  it  possible  to  exercise  a  careful  watch  over 
the  construction  and  reconstruction  of  dwellings  so  far  as  their  sanitary 
condition  is  concerned,  and  in  a  way  which  will  ultimately  make  such  con- 
ditions the  best  possible  to  be  obtained.  With  this  possibility  in  view,  it 
was  deemed  a  most  favorable  time  to  begin  the  work  of  remedying  as  fast 
as  possible  those  unsanitary  conditions  in  old  constructed  dwellings  which 
so  often  prove  to  be  the  cause  of  physical  degradation  and  disease.  By  a 
systematic  plan  of  recording  all  the  facts  obtained  by  this  inspection  and 
a  carefully  prepared  index  to  the  same,  it  has  been  possible  to  accomplish 
a  great  deal.  Information  has  been  thereby  furnished  on  matters  of 
local  sanitation  and  house  drainage  which  will  help  greatly  in  the  future 
improvement  of  certain  sections  of  the  city,  and  in  the  solution  of  prob- 
lems concerning  the  extension  of  our  sewerage  system.  The  work  has  not 
met  with  any  serious  opposition,  and  in  many  cases  has  been  materially 
aided  by  the  co-operation  on  the  part  of  property  owners  and  members  of 
the  medical  profession.  Many  of  the  latter  have  asked  the  help  of  the 
board,  and  have  availed  themselves  of  the  facts  obtained  by  this  method 
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of  iuvcstigntion  for  the  benefit  of  tbeir  paticats.     The  nork  Las  divided  1 
itself  into  the  regular  house-to-houae  inspection  in  sections  of  the  ci^  I 
wlicre  poor  sanitation  was  reasoQiibly  to  be  expected ;   the  inspection  of 
every  honse  where  anydisense  dangerous  to  the  public  betiltL  was  reported  ; 
tbe  inspection  of  bouses  where  suspicious  cases  were  reported  and  an  in- 
spection reqnested  by  physicians;   and  the  inspection  made  by  reiisonot^ 
uuisflnce  complaints. 

ToLiI  number  of  inspections  rocoideii 

Number  of  dwell ing-housos  insjiectcd, 

Numlwr  of  dwellings  and  stores  coml»ineil, 

Number  of  separate  atorea, 

Mills  and  workshops  inspected, 

Public  and  other  buildings  inspected, 

Separate  bams  and  sbibles  inspected 

Number  of  separate  tenements  inspected 1,038 


I 


The  distribution  of  scarlet  fever  during  tbe  several  months  has  Bom 
thing  of  importance,  not  so  much  with  reference  to  the  climalic  conditioi 
its  with  reference  to  school  attendance.     Fifty  of  the  (16  cases  were  reported 
Lluring  term  time,   16  during  vacation.      Counting  the  actual   time  when 
children  are  ia  school  and  the  time  when  the  schools  arc  not  in  scasioo,  it 
is  found  that  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  was  a  little  more  than  twice  ■ 
great  during  term  time  as  during  vacation   time.      The  largest  numb«r'9 
occurred  during  the  April  to  June  session,  namely,  37.     The  next  larji 
number  occurred  during  the  September  to  December  session,  IB  in  all. 

tn  dealing  with  contt^ious  disease,  it  is  often  a  difScult  question  1 
to  secure  a  proper  isolation.      Without  such  isolation  much  of  the  woilc^ 
attempted  by  a  board  of  health  as  regards  school  attendance,  diainfMStion 
and  other  matters,  seems  in  the  minds  of  many  extremely  fooliali.     Often 
the  rules  of  the  board  do  not  actually  accomplish  what  they  aim  to  accom- 
plisb.    They  fail  in  the  direction  of  not  sullicicntly  protecting  the  pnblic 
at  large,  by  reason  of  not  proWding  an  etUcient  isotatioD  during  Uie  period 
of  danger.     Theoretically,  it  is  i>ossible  in  nearly  every  instance  to  enaurv 
a  good  degree  of  isolation  in  coses  of  contagious  disease,  whether  mild  or  J 
severe,  but  practically,  it  ia  often  impoaaible  without  cansiog  Mldittonat'l 
suffering  and  danger  to  the  sick,  or  great  inconvenience  and  czpettse  | 
those  t^xi  poor  to  incur  the  same.     To  properly  deal  with  this  ( 
diseases  a  hospital  is  greatly  needed,  suitably  arranged  and  locAted  m  tl 
any  case  can  be  at  onoe  removed  from  all  danger  of  commnnlGatiiig  a 
contagion,  and  kept  under  close  observation  until  all  danger  is  jiasscd. 
is  earnestly  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  Fitchburg  will  have  a  hospital  fur 
contagious  diseases,  as  she  now  has  one  for  the  treatment  of  other  forms 
of  sickness.     This  can  be  brought  about  by  the  l>osrd,  when  the  pnU 
safety  demands  it,  under  the  provisions  of  a  reoent  statute. 
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Framingham. 

The  board  would  recommend  that  the  town  provide  a  house  suitably  fur- 
nished for  the  reception  of  persons  suffering  with  contagious  diseases,  who 
have  no  home  and  cannot  be  otherwise  provided  for.  Such  a  case  hap- 
pened in  Saxonville  last  November,  and  the  patient  was  taken  to  the  home 
of  the  member  of  the  board  of  health  from  that  place  and  cared  for  during 
an  attack  of  diphtheria. 

Very  few  written  complaints  have  been  sent  to  the  board  the  past  year, 
but  those  few  have  been  attended  to  in  every  instance. 

Soon  after  organizing,  we  adopted  the  system  used  by  the  city  of  Worces« 
ter,  of  notification  of  contagious  disease  to  the  board  from  the  physician 
attending ;  from  the  board  to  the  teacher  of  the  school  which  the  child 
attends  ;  also  from  the  board  to  the  librarian  of  the  town  library.  We  had 
printed  and  forwarded  to  the  teachers  of  the  schools  instructions  in  regard 
to  contagious  diseases,  and  also  instructions  to  the  family  where  the  sick- 
ness occurs.  When  a  child  recovers  the  teacher  is  also  notified,  and  when 
the  two  weeks  which  the  statutes  require  shall  have  expired,  when  the  child 
can  return  to  school* 

Franklin. 

At  our  first  meeting,  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  we 
licensed  the  plumbers  and  appointed  an  inspector  of  plumbing;  also  an 
inspector  of  the  meat  and  provision  markets  and  at  the  slaughter  houses. 

Our  inspector  of  animals  has  reported  the  following  contagious  cases : 
tubcrculoBis  in  cattle,  26  ;  glanders  in  horses,  3.  These  animals  have  been 
destroyed  in  the  manner  required  by  the  law. 

Gardner. 

The  board  of  cattle  inspectors  has  during  the  year  examined  1,011  head 
of  cattle.  Of  this  number  6  have  been  found  to  have  tuberculosis,  and 
were  killed  according  to  law.  Some  member  of  the  board  has  also  been 
present  at  the  killing  of  24  head  of  cattle  for  beef.  Of  this  number,  2 
have  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Gloucester. 

The  board  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  public  parks  for  Gloucester,  and 
suggests  certain  localities  appropriate  for  such  purposes. 

There  is  need  in  the  city  for  a  hospital  for  contagious  diseases,  that  is, 
for  the  ordinary  "catching'*  diseases  of  children.  To  illustrate  this,  let 
us  instance  a  family  which  depends  for  its  support  on  the  exertions  of  the 
mother,  that  is,  in  the  main ;  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  breaks  out,  and  the 
mother  is  practically  quarantined ;  other  cases  break  out,  and  perhaps  six 
or  eight  or  even  more  weeks  have  passed  before  the  mother  can  resume  her 
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work.  Now,  it  may  happen  that  the  families  w 
Beciu-ed  other  help,  and  to  get  it  have  been  oblig 
would  not  diachftrgc  the  new  help  if  their  work  v 
be  imagined  to  what  a  condition  the  family  which 
acarlet  fever  has  been  reduced  by  the  total  auppn 
loBs  of  posilione  where  tliey  liave  formerly  perf( 
who  generally  manage  to  snpport  their  families  in  | 
to  seek  aid  of  the  city. 

Gkeenfikld. 

The  regulations  of  the  previous  year  were  ad 
that  the  keeping  of  ewinc  within  the  thickly  eel 
should  be  restricted-.  This  order  was  received  witi 
by  many,  as  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  indivld 
it  is  impossible  for  swine  to  be  kept  in  a  thickly  se 
their  presence  becoming  a  nuisance  at  certain  til 
feel  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  order  bad  beei 
reatrictive. 

As  an  additional  safeguard  against  the  spread  ol 
diseases,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  the  medical 
schools  is  moat  desirable. 

Under  date  of  Feb.  13,  1895,  circular  letters  ■ 
questions  were  sent  to  the  resident  physicians,  wi 
favor  the  superiotendcnt  of  schools  with  answers 
this  inquiry,  the  superintendent  made  the  followinf 
that  the  use  of  slates  in  the  schools  be  discontin 
and  furniture  of  the  school-rooms  be  washed  once 
board  of  health  be  consulted  in  regard  to  the  I 
books  ;  (4)  that  a  sum  of  money  be  raised  and  ap;: 
inspection  of  the  schools,  and  that  the  board  of  I 
the  frequency  and  general  plan  of  inspection. 


Ha' 


oe' 


Most  of  our  physicians  perform  the  duty  of  oere 
with  great  care,  skill  and  esactness.  while  others, 
of  the  use  and  value  of  mortality  statistics,  ore  no^ 
their  returns  full  and  accurate.  It  is  a  common 
certificates  such  indefinite  information  as  ''men 
"debility,"  "loss  of  strength,"  "exhaustion,"  " 
ease  of  brain,"  "stomach  disease,"  "hemorrhage,' 
"  inflammation,"  "  septictemia,"  "  heart  foilure,"  i 
causes.  Correct  mortality  statistics  cannot  be  sec 
certificates,  and  they  ought  never  to  be  placed  « 
as  causes  of  death. 
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Complying  with  a  request  of  this  board,  the  city  solicitor  has  recently 
submitted  his  opinion  that,  in  the  absence  of  hospital  accommodations,  the 
board  of  health  has  no  authority,  under  sections  40,  41,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 
48  and  75  of  chapter  80  of  the  Public  Statutes,  to  quarantine  persons  in 
houses  in  which  diseases  exist  which  are  dangerous  to  the  public  health, 
and  in  this  opinion  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  sustained  by  recent  decisions 
of  the  supreme  judicial  court ;  nor  has  the  board,  by  a  ruling  of  the  local 
court,  before  which  a  test  case  was  made  last  summer,  any  authority  to 
make  and  enforce  regulations  (under  section  18  of  chapter  80)  quarantin- 
ing persons  sick  with  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  To  the 
absence  of  such  power  is  attributed  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

Hudson. 

Though  the  town  has  a  plan  for  a  system  of  sewerage,  with  estimates  of 
cost,  the  great  fire  of  July  4  last  has  entailed  so  much  extra  expenditure 
on  the  part  of  individuals,  as  well  as  the  town,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  is  advisable  to  begin  its  immediate  construction.  If  not  begun,  greater 
precautions  than  ever  will  be  necessary,  on  account  of  each  year's  added 
filth  to  the  surface  soil,  especially  in  the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of 
the  town.  All  privy  vaults  should  be  emptied  as  often  as  twice  each  year, 
—  by  the  first  of  May  and  the  first  of  November;  and  after  each  removal, 
dry  earth,  or  dry  ashes  free  from  all  fire,  should  be  thrown  in,  in  suflScient 
quantity  to  absorb  all  moisture,  and  new  applications  of  dry  earth  or  ashes 
applied  as  often  as  once  each  week,  or  oftener. 

Hull. 

The  sewers  of  the  town  are  in  good  condition.  During  the  summer 
months  they  were  flushed  twice  a  week  and  kept  in  good  order.  The  board 
would  recommend  the  construction  of  a  small  piece  of  sewer  on  Stony 
Beach,  Nantasket.  It  would  receive  the  sewerage  from  some  fifteen  houses, 
and  thereby  abate  a  nuisance  which  now  exists  in  this  locality.  With  few 
exceptions,  all  residences  located  on  thoroughfares  where  there  are  public 
sewers  are  connected  therewith. 

The  new  plumbing  regulations  have  been  in  force  since  Sept.  1,  1894. 
An  inspector  has  been  appointed,  as  required  by  law,  and  all  plumbing  or 
sanitary  improvements  are  made  under  his  supervision. 

Hyde  Park. 

Owing  to  the  complaints  of  many  of  our  citizens,  the  board  thought  best 
to  make  a  change  in  the  manner  of  clearing  vaults  and  cesspools.  The 
attention  of  the  board  was  called  to  the  work  done  by  the  apparatus  known 
as  the  '^odorless  excavator,"  and  after  a  thorough  examination  this 
method  was  adopted. 
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Early  in  tiie  year,  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  the  board  tooh 
tbe  matter  of  tbe  appointment  of  an  inspector  of  plumbing.    Applicntioi 
were  received  from  several  for  the  position,  which  was  finally  decided 
civil  service  examination,  and  given  to  the  one  who  received  the  higbt 
per  cent,  iu  rank.     Afterward  the  board  appointed  an  assistant, 

Nearly  one  hundred  complaints  have  been  investigated,  and  most  of 
places  have  been  attended  to. 

IrswiCH, 

Excepting  a  alight  epidemic  of  diphtheria  in  the  month  of  August,  di 
ing  which  most  of  the  deaths  occurred  from  that  diaeaae,  tbe  contft^< 
diseases  liave  been  in  a  very  mild  form. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  we  think,  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  town  in  the  State  of  its  size.  We  have  not  had  to  resort  to  any 
legal  measures  in  regard  to  the  aimtement  of  nuisances,  and  tbe  people 
have  taken  kindly  to  our  regulations  and  assisted  us  in  every  way  ia  thtit 
power. 

Lancaster. 

But  few  cases  of  contagious  disease  have  been  reported,  but  a  mild  form 
of  influenza  has  been  quite  prevalent  during  the  winter.  In  conacqueDce 
of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  in  neighboring  towns,  the  board  has 
thought  it  wise  to  be  equipped  with  a  supply  of  aatitoxine  sufficiently  large 
for  use  in  any  case  until  more  can  be  procured,  for  which  arrangementa 
have  been  made  at  the  laboratory  where  it  is  manufactured.  InstTUinenta 
necessary  for  tbe  proper  administration  of  the  remedy  have  also  been 
cured,  so  that  none  may  suffer  from  delay  in  procuring  tbe  proper  remei 
in  this  terribly  contagious  disease. 

The  board  has  continued  to  have  analyses  made  from  time  to  time 
the  river  water,  with  a  view  to  keeping  posted  as  to  what  d^ree  of  poll) 
tion  is  sustained  by  the  Clinton  sewage  flowing  into  it. 
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Lawrence. 

The  earnings  from  removal  and  sale  of  night  aoil  have  steadily  dpcreai 
Bince  1888,  at  which  time  the  board  began  to  order  vaults  U>  be  nlKitislie^ 
and  replaced  with  water-closets.     In  1 888  tbe  department  cleared  a 
per  cent,  above  expenses  on  this  branch  of  the  work,  while  at  the  pn^veoi 
time  there  ia  a  loss  of  twenty  per  cent  ,  and  tbe  revenue  will  oo 
grow  less  as  the  vaults  are  replaced  with  water-closets. 

Eight  teams  and  sixteen  men  are  required  for  the  collection  of  gxrbi 
which  is  de|>osited  at  the  several  dumps,  a  method  of  disposal  that  is  n 
only  objectionable,  but  a  nuisance.     There  were  19,500  loads  of  gubaf 
collected  during  the  year. 

The  cleaning  of  private  cesaiKmls  requires  the  wbole  time  of  onn  t 
and  two  men.     It  is  necessary,  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  tliat  tliM 
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cesspools  be  abolished  and  proper  sewerage  provided.  There  has  been  an 
alarming  amount  of  sickness  in  these  localities,  which  would  be  consider- 
ably  lessened  if  the  cesspools  were  abolished. 

The  board  does  not  advocate  cremation  as  the  only  way  of  disposing  of 
the  refuse,  but,  knowing  the  exact  condition  of  affairs,  —  that  we  have 
25,000  cubic  yards  of  garbage  and  450  cords  of  swill  to  be  disposed  of 
yearly,  with  no  proper  sanitary  way  of  doing  it,  —  we  consider  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  dispose  of  the  waste  matter  in  some  proper  sanitary  way 
other  than  the  method  now  in  use.  Some  method  should  be  adopted  that 
would  wholly  destroy  it,  and  we  trust  that  the  city  government  will  enable 
us  to  adopt  a  satisfactory  way  of  disposing  of  the  waste  matter.  The 
waste  paper,  which  formerly  was  used  by  the  paper  mills,  is  now  collected 
by  the  department,  and  forms  a  very  large  portion  of  the  refuse  collected. 
It  is  a  nuisance  at  the  dumps,  as  it  causes  frequent  fires,  which  are  the 
cause  of  much  annoyance  to  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity,  and  if  it  is  not 
burned,  it  is  very  objectionable  to  mix  it  with  other  refuse. 

That  the  method  of  the  water  board  of  providing  the  city  with  pure  water 
has  been  the  means  of  our  city  escaping  a  severe  epidemic  during  the 
winters  of  1893-94  and  1894-95  is  plainly  evident,  and  the  citizens  cannot 
be  too  grateful  for  the  change.  Below  is  given  a  list  of  the  cases  and 
deaths  in  Lowell  and  Lawrence  :  — 


Table  of  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever  in  Lowell  and  Laivrence, 


Casks. 

1 

Dkaths. 

Lowell. 

Lawrence. 

Lowell. 

Lawrence. 

Januarv, 99 

9 

13 

2 

February, 

60 

19 

19 

6 

March,     . 

33 

17 

5 

4 

April, 

9 

1 

1 

— 

May, 

11 

5 

3 

2      • 

June, 

o 

3 

1 

— 

July, 

4 

4 

3 

3 

Au<;ust,    . 

13 

3 

1 

2 

September, 

7 

10 

3 

3 

October,  . 

'        21 

15 

— 

1 

November, 

14 

4 

1 

1 

December, 

, 

19 

2    ; 

-- 

— 

Totals,      .... 

1 

292 

92 

50 

24 

In  February  we  had  one  case  of  small-pox,  a  child  ten  months  old  being 
afflicted  with  the  disease.  The  case  was  confined  in  the  house  where  it 
originated,  and  the  inmates  quarantined  for  one  month  during  the  existence 
of  the  case. 
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The  number  of  master  plumbers,  employers  and  jouroeymen,  are  as  I 
lows:    employere,  20;    maBtera,    11;    journeymen,  33.      Licensed    sei 

coutractore,  8. 

The  following  table  sbows  the  work  in  detnil  for  tbe  year :  — 

Jobs  accepted 44t 

Water  tests, 477 

Number  of  inspections  of  plumbing  "ork  dune  in  old  and  in  Dew 

buildings 2,R52 

Lee. 

During  the  year  the  board  ordered  a  general  vaccination,  providing  1 
virus  and  free  vaccination  to  all  unable  to  pay. 

Regular  investigations  of  premises  were  made,  aud  many  complaiata  pop 
laining  to  imperfect  drainage  were  attended  to.     With  our  imperfect  si 
tern   of   sewerage    it    is  impossible   to  avoid  the  difficulties    arising   frx 
drainage. 

Leominster. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  tlie  town  is  very  much  improved,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  board  of  health.  A  very  noticeable  decrease  in  the  namber 
of  contagious  diseases  shows  it.  There  have  been  only  69  cases  in  all  rv' 
ported  during  the  year,  against  323  for  the  year  1893. 

During  the  year  120  nuisances  have  been  discovered  and  abated,  and 
casee  of  scarlet  fever  and  H  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  flawed.     In 
cases  of  measles  and  8  cases  of  typhoid  fever  cards  have  been  plac«]  on 
the  houses  where  the  disease  existed,  announcing  the  fact  to  tbe  public. 

All  cases  of  contagious  diseases  have  been  reported  to  tbe  State  Board  of 
Health  and  to  the  school  committee  of  Leominster,  and  a  record  of  .ill 
cases  has  been  kept  in  the  olHce  of  tbe  board  of  health. 
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I^WELL. 

During  the  year  1894,  29,679  loads  of  ashes  were  removed  from  hoi 
and  stores  to  the  various  dumping  grounds  in  use.     The  total  number  ( 
vaults  removed  in  1894  was  145. 

Tbe  most  important  question  that  was  solved  by  tbe  erection  of  tbe  c 
inator  was  the  disposal  by  burning  of  such  a  large  proportion  of  bwUI  > 
market  refuse  as  bad  been  before  thrown  upon  the  dumps,  that  sboold 
receive  only  clean  ashes  and  paper  refuse.  The  time  will  come  when  tlic 
city  must  have  an  outlet  for  all  its  swill  and  refuse,  without  recourve  to  tbe 
pernicious  system  of  feeding  to  swine.  But  Lowell  is  now  in  a  much 
better  condition,  with  its  present  small  cremator,  than  any  other  city  in 
New  England  ;  and  when  any  other  furnace  or  rendering  establiabmerat  cut 
convince  the  board,  by  as  careful  and  trustwortby  record  of  ftctaal  i 
as  bas  been  applied  to  tbe  Lowell  furnace,  that  tbey  can  dispose  ot  the  g 
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bage  at  a  less  cost  and  in  as  clean  and  sanitary  manner,  they  will  gladly 
recommend  its  adoption  and  erection  by  the  city.  Experiments  have  been 
made  at  different  times  with  the  ash  product  of  the  furnace,  and  50  tons 
have  been  disposed  of  at  a  price.  There  have  been  no  complaints,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  a  great  many  expressions  of  satisfaction  from  citizens  of 
Lowell,  that  by  its  operations  so  many  thousands  of  tons  of  perishable 
matter  have  been  disposed  of  by  such  a  cleanly  and  sanitary  method.  The 
garbage  burned  at  the  cremator  during  1894  was  as  follows :  — 

Swill  (tons) 3,066 

Market  refuse  (tons), 420 

Infected  clothing  (barrels), 12 

Infected  night  soil  (ton), 1 

Dead  animals  (about), 350 

Largest  week^s  work, 186,145  pounds,  =.  93  tons. 

From  an  inspection  of  tenement-houses  in  the  city  of  Lowell,  covering 
years,  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  board  that  the  stingy  use  of 
metered  water  in  the  city  is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  Because  of  a  desire  to 
keep  the  water  bills  at  as  low  a  point  as  possible,  the  owners  of  tenement- 
house  property  very  often  shut  off  the  water  at  nightfall,  and  before  it  is 
let  on  again  in  the  morning  many  people  have  been  obliged  to  get  their 
hasty  breakfast  and  commence  work  in  the  mills  without  the  convenience 
of  water  either  at  their  sinks  or  water-closets.  The  question  of  the  health 
of  the  poorer  class  of  tenants  in  some  of  the  dilapidated  buildings  in  the 
city  is  of  more  importance  than  any  system  that  continues  and  increases 
the  danger,  even  if  the  theory  is  correct  that  the  universal  use  of  meters 
may  save  a  few  paltry  dollars  in  the  cost  of  pumping  the  sewage-laden 
water  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

To  assist  in  making  the  diagnosis  in  mild  cases  of  throat  and  nasal 
troubles,  as  well  as  to  decide  when  a  convalescent  diphtheria  patient 
became  free  from  contagion,  the  board  decided  to  furnish  the  physicians 
with  the  bacteriological  diagnosis  of  diphtheria.  Quarters  were  obtained 
in  the  milk  inspectors*  laboratory,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Harvard  Medical 
School,  who  has  studied  bacteriology  there  and  abroad,  was  appointed  bac- 
teriologist to  the  board.  There  have  been  fewer  deaths  from  typhoid  fever 
than  in  any  year  since  1885.  The  fact  that  more  cases  of  the  disease  were 
reported  than  in  1898  does  not  necessarily  show  a  great  increase  of  the 
disease,  but  perhaps  indicates  that  at  last  physicians  are  beginning  to  report 
this  disease  with  the  same  promptitude  that  they  do  the  more  directly 
contagious  diseases. 

The  water  board  is  to  be  commended  in  its  extension  of  the  driven-well 
system,  but  the  supply  from  the  river  should  also  be  filtered.  The  mortal- 
ity from  typhoid  fever  will  not  be  greatly  reduced  until  the  whole  city  is 
supplied  with  pure  water,  and  can  use  it  freely. 
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A  detailed  etatemeut  of  S  cases  of  small-pox  is  preeentfld  Iq  the  repoi 
Imincdiatel;  upon  being  notiSed  of  the  existence  of  a  case  of  small-] 
all  the  family  and  others  likely  to  have  been  exposed  were  vaccinated. 
December  26  the  oftice  hours  at  the  city  hall  were  increased,  being  fro 
to  5  P.M.  and  7  to  9  p.m.  week-days,  and  also  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
great  was  the  number  of  applicants  that  fioully  three  sets  of  physiciuis 
were  employed,  eadi  with  two  assistiiuts,  one  to  prepare  the  arms  And 
apply  the  dreseing,  the  second  to  register  the  name,  age  and  residence. 
Ten  thousand  people  were  vaccinated  at  the  city  hall  while  the  outbreak 
lasted.  On  the  day  after  the  disease  made  its  appearance  an  office  for 
vaccination  was  opened  in  the  infected  district,  with  hours  from  12  to  I 
and  7  to  8  p.m.  This  was  closed  January  7.  Also  at  the  beginning  of  the 
outbreak  the  manufactiiring  corporations  were  requested  to  vaccinate  all 
their  employees  who  had  not  been  successfully  vaccinated  within  five  years ; 
about  8,500  were  thus  vaccinated  in  the  mills.  On  the  appearance  of 
another  cose  of  small-pox,  on  January  2,  bouse- to- house  vnccination  was 
begun  in  the  infected  district.  There  were  26,685  cases  of  vaccination 
in  a  city  of  90,000  inhabitants,  a  large  pi-oportion  for  a  city  of  this  size. 
Nest  to  vaccination,  the  most  effective  method  of  preventing  the  spread 
of  small-pox  was  by  separation  of  the  sick  from  the  well.  When  a  patient 
was  removed  to  the  hospital,  such  articles  of  clothing  or  bedding  as  eould 
not  be  disinfected  by  boiling  were  taken  to  the  cremator  and  burned.  The 
sick-room,  after  exposure  to  the  fumes  of  burning  sulphur  for  sever*! 
hours,  was  thoroughly  aired,  and  then  the  woodwork  and  furniture  were 
scrubbed  with  a  one  to  Rve  hundred  per  cent,  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate. 
In  some  cases  the  ceilings  were  whitewashed  and  the  rooms  repapered.  Tba 
board  of  health  did  not  feel  jiistiOed  in  placing  entire  reliability  ou  disin* 
fection  by  sulphur.  Had  the  city  possessed,  as  it  should,  a  steam 
infecting  plant,  roauy  articles  that  were  destroyed  could  have  been  savt 
Although  destruction  by  fire  is  an  expensive  method,  when  articles  have 
be  replaced,  yet  it  is  without  question  the  safest  method  for  the  dcstniQtIoa 
of  disease  germs.  It  was  felt  best  here  in  Lowell  to  place  a  strict  quartui- 
tine  in  most  of  the  infected  houses  for  a  fortnight  after  the  removal  of  Uw 
patient  to  the  hospital.  By  this  means  the  disease  was  confined  to  oi 
locality. 

LVNN. 

The  garbage  scow  has  made  14  trips  during  the  year,  carrying  and  ilumpi 
ing  1,272  tons  of  vault  and  cesspool  matter  and  286  tons  of  house  offal 
There  is  no  other  sanitary  nictho<l  known  to  ns  by  which  our  product  c 
be  disposed  of  at  so  small  au  expense,  therefore  we  deem  it  wise  to  o 
tinue  the  present  method  of  its  disposition. 

A  parcel  of  land  of  about  four  acres,  on  the  north  side  of  Solyoke  Str 
was  selected  as  the  site  for  the  hospital  for  oontagioua  diseases.     Stnc«  U 
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the  committee  on  public  property  has  adopted  plans,  let  the  contracts  for 
bailding,  and  the  plant  is  now  in  such  an  advanced  stage  of  completion 
that  it  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  within  a  short  time. 

Certain  brooks  and  a  mill  pond  in  Lynn,  which  were  in  a  filthy  condition, 
were  made  the  subject  of  complaint  by  neighboring  citizens,  and  finally 
the  Legislature  acted  upon  the  question,  the  act  being  chapter  302  of  the 
Acts  of  1894,  entitled  ''  An  act  to  abate  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  dam 
on  Little  River  in  the  city  of  Lynn.*'  No  action  was  taken  under  this  act. 
Stony  Brook  was  afterward  complained  of,  and  after  a  hearing  and  as  the 
result  of  the  hearing  and  investigation  the  brook  was  declared  to  be  a  nui- 
sance and  ordered  abated.  Since  then  the  brook  has  been  straightened, 
widened  and  cleaned  out,  the  pond  water  drawn  off,  and  the  city  has  ex- 
pended a  large  sum  in  street  and  bridge  repairs,  affording  a  sufficient 
and  unobstructed  flow  of  water. 

The  milk  inspector  took  and  caused  to  be  analyzed  3,295  samples  of 
milk.  Of  these,  1,638  were  taken  from  milk  teams,  908  from  grocers  and 
749  from  the  cars  and  dairies ;  322  samples  were  below  the  standard. 
Twenty-one  cases  were  brought  into  court ;  1 7  of  these  were  for  first  of- 
fences, 3  for  second  offence,  and  1  for  third  offence.  Convictions  were 
secured  in  all  of  the  cases;  15  paid  their  fines,  4  were  placed  on  file,  2 
appealed  and  their  cases  are  still  pending. 

He  goes  on  to  say :  '^  During  the  year  I  have,  by  rigid  inspection  of  cat- 
tle, meats  and  provisions,  endeavored  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  all  con- 
ditions that  were  conducive  to  disease,  either  by  the  sale  of  decomposed 
meats,  fruits  or  vegetables,  or  by  the  use  of  sick  or  suspicious  cows  for  the 
production  of  milk.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  complaints  have  been 
attended  to.  Thirty-seven  barns  have  been  inspected,  several  of  which, 
being  in  a  filthy  condition,  I  have  caused  to  be  cleaned  and  rendered  fit  for 
use.  I  have  condemned  and  caused  to  be  destroyed  168  pounds  beef,  230 
pounds  corned  beef,  34  pounds  veal,  38  pounds  pork,  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  other  meats,  fruits  and  vegetables.  There  have  been  1,581 
head  of  cattle  inspected ;  19  head  of  cattle  have  been  quarantined  ;  7  head 
of  cattle  have  been  killed." 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  all  kind  for  the  year,  by  sanitary 
inspectors,  were  5,025. 

Malden. 

Complaints  have  been  numerous,  and,  as  in  previous  years,  largely  arise 
from  overflowing  cesspools  and  vaults.  This  condition  of  things  must,  we 
suppose,  continue  until  the  sewers  are  ready  for  use.  We  hope  and  believe 
the  present  year  will  see  many  of  the  worst  localities  connected  with  the 
system  of  sewers,  and  thus  enable  the  board  to  require  the  abandonment 
of  cesspools  and  privies,  where  they  are  now  and  must  continue  to  be  a 
constant  source  of  annoyance  and  complaint. 
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Tbe  bonrti  would  still  urge  iipoD  the  city  council  the  need  of  a  coatagioos 
ward  that  would  be  wholly  uuder  the  cODtrol  ot  the  city.  Tlie  necessity 
(or  Buch  a  wai-d  becomes  more  pressing  as  the  city  increaaea  ia  populntioo. 

The  board  has  received  44  complaintB,  many  of  which  were  occasiooed 
by  the  annoying  and  unhealthy  odors  from  pig-sties  in  too  close  proximity 
to  dwelling-bouaes.  For  the  protection  of  the  public  health,  we  would 
recommend  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  keep  piga  within  five  handred 
feet  of  any  dwelling-house. 

Too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  importance  of  keeping  Lbe 
drains  of  the  town  in  good  condition,  for  without  good  drainage  we  cannot 
hope  to  be  a  healthful  community. 


I 


Marlborough. 

During  the  year  the  board  has  not  limited  its  work  to  the  reuiovsl  of 
causes  of  complaints,  but  has  endeavored  to  consider  and  investigate  any 
subjects  relating  to  the  health  of  the  city  which  have  been  brought  to  its 
attention.     In  all  there  were  abated  during  the  year  '276  auiaances. 

A  mild  case  of  small-pox  or  varioloid  was  reported  to  the  board  January 
16.  The  city  council  voted  to  furnish  money  to  vaccinate  all  childreti 
whose  parents  desired  to  avail  themselves  of  free  vaccination.  Scvcd  of 
the  town  physicians  were  employed,  and  in  four  days  nine  hundred  of  the 
scholars  were  vaccinated  at  the  city's  expense.  The  other  children  of  the 
schools  were  inspected  and  required  to  show  satisfactory  marks  of  recent 
vaccination. 

For  account  of  Professor  Sedgwick's  investigation  of  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Marlborough,  see  pagea  765-774.  The  board  of  health  of  Marl* 
borough,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  and  for  tbemselvea,  is  most  thankfnl  to 
tbe  State  Board  of  Health  for  this  ioveatigation.  It  was  carefully  and 
rapidly  made  by  one  thoroughly  familiar  with  thia  kind  of  scientilic  work, 
and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  dispelled  the  fears  of  danger  from  the  water 
supply  and  certain  other  possible  sources  of  contagion. 

There  were  269  spcciScations  for  plumbing  filed  at  this  office,  18€  for 
new  plumbing  and  83  for  alterations  and  additions.     The  alterations  in 
many  cases  consisted  of  tbe  entire  remodelling  of  the  plumbing,  the  woi 
being  done  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  board  of  health.     T 
rules  require  plumbers  to  register  at  this  ofllce,  and,  Iwfore  proce«diii 
construct  or  to  add  to  or  to  alter  any  portion  of  tbe  drainage  aystem  fl 
buildings,  to  file  plans  of  tbe  proposed  work.     The  plans  must  show  t 
whole  work  in  detail  and  meet  with  approval  before  they  are  acoept«d  a 
a  permit  granted  to  proceed  with  tbe  work,     During  the  prognae  of  ( 
work  each  Job  is  efficiently  tested  by  hydraulic  prcMun  to  lanue  | 
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material  and  effective  workmanship.  Frequently  as  the  work  advances 
visits  of  inspection  are  made.  During  the  year  235  hydraulic  pressure 
tests  and  four  peppermint  tests  and  more  than  500  miscellaneous  inspec- 
tions have  been  made. 

Matnard. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  board,  the  drainage  of  certain  portions  of  the 
town  has  been  much  improved. 

Medford. 

There  have  been  185  nuisances  reported,  all  of  which  have  been  satis 
factorily  abated. 

Melrose. 

An  important  element  in  the  spread  of  contagious  disease  is,  in  case  of 
an  infected  household,  the  frequent  and  exasperating  indifference  with 
which  the  residents  of  the  house  mingle  with  the  neighbors  and  the  com- 
munity. Cases  came  under  our  observation  where  members  of  a  sick  family 
would  stroll  leisurely  from  the  sick-room  directly  to  the  stores,  mingling 
with  the  people  there  and  along  the  streets.  So  serious  and  notorious  had 
become  this  wanton  neglect  in  so  important  a  matter,  that  the  board  had  a 
large  number  of  circulars  printed,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  one  or 
more  of  which  was  taken  to  every  infected  house  by  the  officer  who  posted 
the  card :  — 

Office  of  the  Board  or  Health,  Melrose,  May,  1894. 
To  the  Householder, 

During  the  present  sickness  in  your  house  your  children  are  not  allowed  to 
attend  school  till  a  certiticate  is  given  by  your  physician.  Children  and  other 
members  of  the  family  are  not  to  mingle  with  other  persons  unless  absolutely 
necessary,  and  then  only  under  precautions  given  by  your  physician.  No  visitors 
must  be  allowed,  and  every  care  must  be  used  not  to  spread  the  disease.  Any 
violation  of  these  rules  involves  a  severe  penalty. 

At  the  close  of  this  sickness  the  law  requires  that  the  infected  rooms  and  objects 

be  thoroughly  fumigated.    This  will  be  done  at  the  proper  time  under  the  control 

of  the  board  of  health. 

By  order  of  the 

Board  of  Health. 

The  amount  of  sickness  from  contagious  diseases  during  the  past  year, 
121,  was  notably  less  than  during  the  previous  year,  205. 

MiLFORD. 

This  year  the  attention  of  the  board  has  been  called  more  especially  to 
the  want  of  care  paid  house  sewerage.  In  a  number  of  cases  we  have  been 
unable  to  reduce  nuisances  without  appealing  to  the  laws  governing  such 
cases ;  even  with  this  help  we  have  found  ourselves  decidedly  handi- 
capped. 


i 
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MrLiBUKT. 

The  public  nutsutice  caused  by  tbe  sewage  of  the  city  of  Worcester  in 
the  Blackatone  River  cotitinues  unabated,  and  the  coasequeut  inconvenience, 
discomfort  and  danger  to  tbe  public  bealth  remain  practically  as  tor  some 
years  past.  It  is  the  almost  unanimous  opioioa  of  those  persona  best 
informed,  aa  expressed  to  members  of  this  board,  that  at  uo  time  has  the 
stench  from  the  river  bceu  more  offensive  than  at  times  during  the  pa»t 
summer.  During  the  month  of  September  the  attention  of  the  boant  was 
called  to  the  polluted  condition  of  the  river  by  parties  employing  a  Isirge 
number  of  women.  Our  investigations  elicited  testimony  tbat  the  stench 
from  the  river  has  been  worse  during  the  past  season  than  ever  before, 
and  that  operatives  have  been  so  nauseated  and  sickened  by  it  as  to  force 
them  to  quit  work. 

The  number  of  neat  cattle  inspected  in  the  spring  was  TOfr.  During  tbe 
year  the  inspector  has  discovered  and  placed  in  quarantine  5  cows  affected 
with  tuberculosis.  These  animals  were  killed,  and  an  autopsy  showed  each 
of  tbem  to  be  badly  diseased.  Three  cases  of  glanders  in  horses  b&ve 
occurred,  and  the  animals  were  killed. 

Nahaht. 
The  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  of   the  town  was  comparatiTely 
good.     There  was  no  epidemic  disease  and  only  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
in  town. 

Nantuckkt. 
The  town  has  been  remarkably  free  from  contagious  diseases. 

Natick. 

Never  since  this  board  baa  been  created  independent  of  the  sclectmoo 
has  there  appeared  such  willingness  on  the  part  of  our  people  to  comply 
with  exacting  sanitary  regulations,  and  this  feeling  has  materially  light^ued 
the  burden  of  our  duties.  Complaints  for  poorly  constructed  drains,  ^mulls, 
cesspools,  etc.,  have  been  numerous,  and  ae  a  rule  these  diQlciihiee  cheer- 
fully remedied  after  inspection  and  citation. 

A  set  of  plumbing  regulations  was  drawn  up  by  tbe  board  and  submitted 
to  the  town  for  adoption. 

Neeuuau. 

During  the  appearance  of  smnll-pox  in  cerUin  of  our  neigliboring  dties 
an  effort  was  made  to  ascertain  the  number  of  unvaccinated  children  attnd^ 
ing  our  schools;  as  a  result  of  this  investigation  by  the  health  oflloer, 
assisted  by  the  teachers,  between  seventy  and  seventy-flve  pupils  were  found 
without  evidence  of  vaccination.  Feeling  that  at  least  our  cblkln'fl  alioatd 
all  be  vaccinated  as  the  law  requires,  and  owing  to  the  straitened 
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stances  of  many  of  our  citizens,  who  could  not  afford  the  expense  and  who 
were  compelled  to  take  their  children  from  school,  at  the  suggestion  of 
prominent  citizens  and  by  vote  of  the  board  vaccination  was  made  free  to 
all  pupils  of  the  public  schools  who  had  not  been  successfully  vaccinated. 
We  have  investigated  all  complaints  made,  and  acted  according  to  our 
best  judgment. 

New  Bedford. 

Voted,  That  the  order  of  Oct.  14,  1893,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows :  — 

To  make  the  following  addition  to  the  list  of  diseases  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  within  the  meaning  of  chapter  80,  section 
79,  of  the  Public  Statutes :  measles,  whooping-cough,  membranous  croup,  typhoid 
fever  and  typhus  fever. 

Voted,  That  the  board  assume  expense  of  all  tests  for  diphtheria  where 
patients  are  unable  to  pay  the  costs,  such  patients  to  procure  certiflcates 
from  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

During  the  year  each  case  of  typhoid  fever  that  has  been  reported  to  the 
board  of  health  has  been  thoroughly  investigated.  We  believe  that  the 
comparatively  small  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  reported  this  year 
has  been  in  a  measure  due  to  the  precautions  taken  by  the  board. 

Newburyport. 

We  have  had  very  few  cases  of  contagious  diseases  the  past  year,  with 
the  exception  of  scarlet  fever,  which  shows  an  increase  of  4  cases  over  last 
year,  which  speaks  well  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  Last  year 
we  had  55  cases  of  diphtheria  and  57  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  board  of  health  publishes  a  code  of  plumbing  regulations,  and, 
unless  the  board  shall  authorize  variation  by  special  permit,  on  request  of 
the  owner,  the  drainage  system  of  a  hotel,  tenement-house,  dwelling-house, 
stable  with  sleeping  apartments,  factory,  shop  or  other  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Newburyport  shall  be  constructed  according  to  these  rules. 

Newton. 

The  health  of  the  city  has  been  about  the  same  as  the  average,  a  slight 
increase  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  first  quarter,  an  increase  of  diphtheria 
in  the  last  quarter  and  some  malaria  and  typhoid  fever  during  the  late 
summer  and  early  fall  being  customary. 

The  collection  of  garbage  has  been  made  by  contract.  The  contract 
requires  collections  to  be  made  three  times  a  week  between  April  1  and 
November  1  of  each  year,  and  twice  a  week  between  November  1  and 
April  1. 
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The  board  has  visited  the  citiea  of  Phiiadeiphia,  Pittsburgh  ami  Alleghanj 
City.  Pa-.  WilmiDgton,  Del.,  and  AtluQtic  City,  N.  J.,  aod  in3peDt«d  the 
practical  workings  of  five  different  systems  of  garbage  disposal.  Tbe  sat^ 
ject  is  DOW  under  consideration  by  the  lx>ard,  and  will  be  made  the  tfa«me 
of  a  special  report. 

Action  has  been  taken  by  the  board  looking  to  the  abatemeot  of  58 
nuisAnces  of  various  kinds,  aod  many  otiiers  have  been  abat«d  at  th« 
request  of  the  agent  without  action  of  the  board. 

The  contagious  wards  of  the  Newtou  hospital  have  again  deiuonstrated 
their  usefulness,  and  tbe  l)oard  liiis  been  enabled,  by  sendiog  patients  there 
in  the  early  stages  of  disease,  to  remove  a  source  of  infection  and  prevent 
its  further  spread. 

The  question  of  closing  a  school  when  a  number  of  cases  of  contagious 
disease  occur  among  the  scholars  is  one  to  which  the  board  has  given  mat^li 
thought.  A  great  deal  can  be  said  on  both  sides  ;  but,  upon  the  whole, 
the  board  is  opposed  to  closiog  a  school  except  under  extraordinary  condi- 
tions. The  plan  pursued  by  tbe  board  has  been  to  close  the  school  teia- 
porarily,  and,  after  disinfecting  it  thoroughly  with  sulphur  and  corrosive 
sablimale,  to  allow  it  to  be  reopened.  As  a  further  precantiou  agaJDSt 
infection,  tbe  board  has  made  the  following  suggestion  to  the  euperinteod- 
ent  of  schools,  i.  e.,  that  he  should  request  all  teachers  to  dismiss  from 
school  any  pupil  who  may  seem  to  be  ill,  and  promptly  notify  the  board, 
giving  the  name  and  address  of  the  pupil  so  dismissed.  On  receipt  of  sacb 
notification  the  board  will  have  the  child  examined  and  a  report  of  its 
condition  made  within  twenty-four  hours.  In  this  way  the  child  c«n  be 
isolated  if  necessary,  or  allowed  to  returu  to  school  with  the  least  jioasible 
delay.  This  nile  will  hold  good  at  any  time,  whether  there  are  cases  of 
contagious  disease  among  the  scholars  or  uot.  This  action  is  in  no  way 
intended  to  interfere  with  the  prerogative  of  the  f.imily  physician,  aa  the 
physician  sent  by  tbe  board  will  simply  report  upon  the  case,  aod.  if 
necesaavy.  advise  that  the  regular  medical  attendant  be  called  iu.  In  no 
case  will  the  board's  physician  be  expected  to  treat  tbe  patient  to  whom  be 
may  be  sent. 

The  board  is  establishing  stations  throughout  the  city  where  phy^ciwu 
oan  obtaio  culture  tubes,  and  by  leaving  the  specimen  at  the  Station  tl  will 
be  examined,  and  a  vejiort  returned  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Light  cases  of  scarlet  fever  are  often  unnoticed  by  parents  or  no  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  them,  and  they  pass  as  a  slight  "  cold  "  or  mild  attack  of 
"sore  throat,"  and  are  treated  with  domestic  remedies.  One  sach  un- 
recognized case  occurring  during  recess  or  while  school  is  in  aeaaion  laaT 
expose  sU  tbe  children  in  a  school  to  the  disease,  and  the  lirst  warning  tbe 
board  receives  is  when  the  reports  of  other  oases  reach  the  office.  By  that 
time  tbe  mischief  has  been  done,  and  all  tbe  board  con  do  is  to  try  to 
discover  tbe  aonroe  of  the  disease  and  prevent  Its  becoming  eptdeuk. 
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The  id&al  method  to  prevent  such  a  danger  is  to  have  a  medical  inspection 
of  the  school  children  every  morning.  This  is  of  course  at  present  im- 
practicable, although  it  would  be  possible  to  have  it  done  before  the 
reassembling  of  the  children  after  the  summer  vacation  and  after  each 
breck  in  the  school  work  lasting  more  than  one  week.  Such  an  inspection 
in  all  probability  would  have  prevented  the  two  outbreaks  referred  to  and 
saved  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  victims  in  the  Rice  school. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  malaria  has  been  on  the  increase  during  the 
past  few  years,  not  only  in  Newton  but  in  the  surrounding  cities  and 
towns ;  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  there  has  been  any  marked 
increase  in  Newton  during  1894.  At  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
increase  if  it  existed  would  have  made  itself  manifest,  the  board  addressed 
a  circular  letter  to  the  physicians  of  Newton,  asking  whether  they  had 
noted  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  malaria  over  the  corresponding 
season  in  1893,  and,  if  so,  what  in  their  opinion  was  the  cause  of  it.  Out 
of  twenty- three  answers  received  by  the  board,  sixteen  stated  that  they 
had  noted  no  increase.  In  the  opinion  of  those  who  had  found  an  increase, 
this  was  due  to  two  factors :  first,  the  lowness  of  the  water  in  the  Charles 
River  and  the  consequent  exposure  of  large  quantities  of  decaying  vegetable 
matter ;  and,  second,  to  the  turning  up  of  large  areas  of  fresh  earth  from 
the  various  improvements  going  on  throughout  the  city.  The  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  board  was  that  the  statistics  for  1894  show  no  more 
increase  than  would  naturally  be  expected  from  the  growth  of  the  city 
during  the  same  time,  and,  further,  that  the  relative  increase  is  less  than 
in  previous  years. 

Only  29  cases  of  measles  were  reported  during  the  year,  against  548  for 
1893. 

Northampton. 

The  work  of  permanently  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city 
by  requiring  that  dwellings  situated  on  the  line  of  the  public  sewers  shall 
be  connected  with  them  has  received  the  greatest  share  of  the  attention  of 
the  board  this  year. 

The  board  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  city  council  to  the  need  of  a 
proper  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  contagious  diseases,  of  a  place  to 
bury  dead  animals  and  of  a  proper  dumping  ground  for  the  disposal  of 
rubbish. 

North  Andover. 

At  a  special  meeting,  held  Jan.  8,  1894,  it  was  Voted ^  That  all  school 
children  who  have  not  been  duly  vaccinated  should  be  immediately  vacci- 
nated at  the  expense  of  the  town. 

Promptness  and  thoroughness  of  action,  firmness  and  impartiality,  coup- 
led with  good  judgment,  are  desirable  and  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  board 
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io  proniotiDg  henltbrul  measures  aad  in  aeekiog  to  resist  the  encrouchments 
of  diBeflSe ;  and  if,  as  has  recently  been  stated,  "  in  tbeir  zeal  for  tlie  pub- 
lic welfare  tliey  trespass  upon  the  liberty  of  the  individual,"  their  effort  in 
itself  is  none  the  less  piaisc worthy. 


Noi 


t  Attleborol-gh. 


The  subject  of  erecting  a  building  for  the  purposes  of  a  bospital  or  infirm- 
ary has  been  brielly  considered  by  the  town  during  the  past  year.  Sincfl 
the  opinions  there  expressed  were  not  entirely  unfavorable  to  the  idea,  the 
board  of  health  would  state  some  of  the  reasons  that  ought  to  have  weight 
in  considering  the  propriety  as  well  as  the  feasibility  of  tlie  erection  of 
such  a  building. 

First.  —  It  will  furuisli  an  undoubted  means  for  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  Many  of  our  tenement- bouses  are  bo 
arranged  that  the  isolatioo  of  the  sick  one  canuot  be  secured.  There  must 
necesaarily  be  more  or  less  contagion  from  the  impossibility  of  preventing 
almost  unrestricted  intercourse  between  the  Sick  and  the  well.  The  speedy 
removal  of  the  affected  patient  to  some  suitable  place  would  reduce  the 
chance  of  contagion  to  a  minimum  ;  all  intercourse  between  the  sick  one 
and  the  as  yet  unaffected  other  members  of  the  family  would  be  secured 
absolutely,  Tbe  board  of  bcalth  found  the  greatest  difficulty  during  Uie 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  occurring  in  1892  and  1893  in  securing  the  iso- 
lation of  tbe  affected  ones  among  tenants  of  tbe  teoement-housefl ;  io 
some  cases  tbe  arrangement  of  tbe  rooms  was  such  that  it  was  impossible. 

Second.  —  Economy  to  the  family  and  to  the  town.  By  the  removal  of 
the  affected  patient,  no  quarantine  of  tbe  entire  family  would  be  required. 
The  father  of  tbe  family  would  be  allowed  to  continue  his  daily  avocatioa. 
thus  not  interfering  with  his  wage-earning  capacity,  and  enabling  bim  to 
continue  to  pro^'ide  for  tbe  wants  of  the  family  and  preventing  his  beoom* 
ing  a  burden  to  tbe  town.  Agaiu,  the  other  members  of  the  family  could 
continue  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations.  The  other  children  of  the  house* 
hold  would  not  be  deprived  of  their  school  iirivileges,  but  would  hu  allowed 
to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  from  two  to  six  weeks  of  school  instruction  from  which 
they  might  otherwise  be  debarred.  The  expense  of  a  thorough  disinfec- 
tion of  the  premises  would  not  be  called  for,  thus  doing  away  with  a  not 
small  item  in  the  account  of  tenement-house  repairs. 


Oranqe, 

Forty  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  cared  for  by  the    bosm). 

beside  many  which  are  still  pending  the  action  of  tbe  boaiil.     The  memben 

individually  have  cared  for  many  sources  of  filth  and  offence  where  no  eom- 

plaint  has  been  made. 


fcl 
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Palmer. 

We  have  been  called  to  examine  cattle  which  have  been  affected  with 
tuberculosis.  Several  have  been  killed  ;  each  one  that  has  been  examined 
and  slaughtered  has  had  the  disease. 

« 

PiTTSFIELD. 

The  possibility  of  being  forced  to  provide  again  this  spring  a  new  dump- 
ing ground,  or  some  form  of  disposal  for  refuse  matter,  is  one  that  cannot 
be  overlooked.  Eight  hundred  loads  of  gravel  have  been  drawn  on  the 
'^  dump,"  to  cover  refuse  material ;  over  three  thousand  loads  of  garbage, 
etc.,  have  been  deposited  on  the  city's  dumping  ground.  Hundreds  of 
loads  have  been  deposited  on  vacant  lots  by  truckmen,  who  have  been 
hired  to  convey  the  same  to  the  '^  dump.*'  The  amount  of  material  re- 
moved during  the  past  year  by  the  public  excavator,  in  cubic  feet,  was : 
solids,  13,216 ;  liquids,  5,358.  The  method  of  caring  for  night  soil  and 
cesspools  seems  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

Never  before  has  the  register  of  vital  statistics  been  so  complete  as  in 
the  past  year.  All  back  burials  are  now  recorded.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
this  board  that  the  proposed  law,  prohibiting  undertakers  from  being 
keepers  of  cemeteries,  should  be  passed  by  the  Legislature ;  as  in  the  past, 
the  practice  has  proved  unsatisfactory  in  many  ways. 

The  rendering  establishment  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city,  which  in 
the  past  has  been  the  source  of  complaint,  has  been  rebuilt  and  a  steam 
apparatus  introduced,  giving  general  satisfaction. 

During  1894  the  inspector  of  milk  and  cattle  visited  164  herds  of  cattle 
and  made  1,954  inspections.  Sixty-two  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been 
discovered.  Most  of  these  cases  were  milking  cows,  and  their  milk  was 
peddled  in  this  city.  These,  with  32  cases  last  year,  make  94  head  that 
have  been  killed  since  June,  1893. 

Provincetown. 

There  are  now  attending  the  public  schools  a  good  many  children  who 
have  never  been  vaccinated,  or  at  least  not  successfully.  The  time  might 
come  when  this  state  of  affairs  would  be  a  source  of  serious  regret.  The 
law  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  subject  is  plain. 

We  would  also  call  our  citizens'  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
private  sewers  is  constantly  increasing,  and  will  in  time,  if  it  has  not 
already,  become  a  source  of  serious  annoyance  by  contaminating  our 
shores. 

QUINCY. 

In  September  and  since  then  there  has  been  a  large  increase  of  diphtheria ; 
this  dread  disease,  more  fatal  and  more  to  be  dreaded  even  than  small-pox, 
coming  when  least  expected  and  from  no  known  causes,  has  afflicted  the 
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central  portion  of  our  city  with  greater  or  less  intensity  since  its  begii 
At  the  invitation  of  the  l)oard  the  doctors  of  the  city  met  them,  and, 
a  careful  interchange  of  views,  the  board  have  adopted  some  of  th< 
gestions  made,  and  at  this  writing  the  city  is  practically  free  fro 
contagion.  It  may  be  well  to  record  that  in  some  of  the  later  cas^ 
antitoxine  treatment  has  been  tried  with  the  best  of  results,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  science  has  at  last  found  a  remedy,  if  not  a  preventive,  f  < 
alarming  disease. 

Reading. 

The  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  1894,  which  is  '^  An  act  re 
to  the  licensing  of  plumbers  and  the  supervision  of  the  business  of  p 
ing,"  has  been  attended  with  some  expense  to  the  town,  as  well 
towns  having  a  source  of  water  supply,  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
will  be  repaid  tenfold  in  the  health  of  our  people.    Very  few  violati( 
those  laws  have  occurred. 

Revere. 

There  was  not  much  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  in  Revere  till  abo 
first  of  September ;  since  then  we  had  quite  a  number  of  cases,  im 
scarlet  fever  than  diphtheria. 

Salem. 

Membership  in  the  State  Association  of  Boards  of  Health  contiDi 
be  of  decided  value  to  this  department.  The  special  papers  presente 
subjects  discussed  afford  opportunities  for  obtaining  information  of 
importance. 

Nearly  a  year  ago  we  changed  the  places  of  delivery  of  the  garbag 
refuse,  so  that  with  the  former  we  can  dump  it  at  places  easy  of  f 
and  avoid  stopping  our  teams  on  highways. 

This  board  believes  the  spreading  of  scarlet  fever  and  other  zj 
diseases  is  occasioned  by  the  thoughtless  intermingling  of  memb€ 
afllieted  households  with  other  families,  and  to  prevent  the  same  sonie 
stringent  measure  than  those  in  vogue  will  have  to  be  adopted. 

Saugus. 

A  very  large  number  of  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  board  to 
nuisances  in  the  town.     We  have  personally  investigated  each  and 
one,  and  in  all  eases  wtierc  a  nuisance  was  found  they  were  ordei 
abate  the  name,  which  has  been  done  by  every  one  ordered  so  to  do. 

SOMKllVILLE. 

Number  of  nuisances  abated, .        .         7 

'^wmNiSiT  oil  TvwUaiiccs  complained  of, 91 
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Eighteen  cases  of  glanders  and  one  of  tuberculosis  have  occurred  during 
the  year.  Prompt  action  was  taken  in  every  c&se,  and  the  horses  have 
been  killed. 

A  series  of  carefully  prepared  tables,  showing  the  deaths  and  death  rates 
from  several  infectious  diseases  in  the  different  wards  of  the  city,  is  pub- 
lished in  the  report. 

Taunton. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  collecting  and  disposing  of 
swill  and  garbage.  While  there  is  certainly  room  for  improvement  in  this 
matter,  the  time  has  not  yet  come  for  the  outlay  of  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  accomplish  a  work  that  is  now  costing  the  city  nothing,  and  we  can  well 
afford  to  wait  until  a  thorough  trial  of  garbage  cremation  has  been  made 
in  other  places.  In  the  matter  of  disposing  of  night  soil  the  demand  for 
reform  is  more  urgent,  as  the  present  method  of  dumping  on  the  ground 
and  ploughing  in  is  certainly  open  to  serious  objections. 

At  the  request  of  the  school  committee  an  examination  into  the  sanitary 
condition  of  all  the  school-houses  in  the  city  was  made  during  the  summer 
vacation. 

There  has  been  comparatively  little  scarlet  fever  and  typhoid  fever,  but 
a  great  deal  of  diphtheria.  Never  since  diphtheria  was  required  to  be 
reported  have  there  been  so  many  cases  reported  in  so  short  a  time.  At 
the  same  time,  the  percentage  of  deaths  has  been  very  high.  This  epi- 
demic of  diphtheria  ought  to  teach  us  several  important  truths,  first  of 
which  is  the  urgent  need  of  a  hospital  for  contagious  diseases.  Perfect 
isolation  is  the  only  measure  of  checking  or  preventing  the  spread  of  diph- 
theria. This  is  obtainable  only  in  a  hospital  constructed  and  carried  on 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  true  that  in  the  houses  of  our  well-to-do  people 
fairly  good  isolation  can  be  and  often  is  maintained  ;  but  in  the  tenement- 
houses,  where  a  large  majority  of  the  cases  occur,  isolation  of  the  patient 
is  an  absolute  impossibility. 

Tewksbury. 

In  the  early  spring  several  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  later  in  the  season 
several  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  were  reported  and  placarded  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  town,  all  of  which  were  examined,  and  on  recovery  of  patients 
a  thorough  fumigation  of  the  premises  was  given. 

Late  in  the  fall  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  board,  remonstrating  against 
the  rendering  establishment  owned  and  operated  by  Darius  Whithed.  In 
compliance  with  the  said  petition  a  hearing  was  given  to  the  remonstrant, 
and,  after  careful  inspection  of  the  premises  by  the  board  and  the  inspector 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  it  was  declared  to  be  a  damage  to  surround- 
ing property  and  injurious  to  health.  In  accordance  with  that  decision 
notice  was  served  on  the  owner  of  said  establishment  that  on  and  after 
Feb.  28,  1895,  the  said  rendering  business  in  this  town  will  be  prohibited. 
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Waltiiam. 

The  physiciaDS  of  Waltbam  were  notifled  by  the  board  that  they 
have  a  bacteriological  test  made  in  all  cases  by  applying  at  the  office 
board.  For  a  short  time  the  microscopical  work  was  done  gratait 
but  as  the  work  increased,  owing  to  the  appreciation  of  its  benefit 
authorities  of  the  medical  school  notified  the  board  that  a  charge  of 
dollars  would  be  made  for  each  examination.  In  this  emergenc 
Waltham  hospital  came  forward  and  offered  to  fit  up  a  laboratory  f 
examination  of  the  cultures.  For  a  while  this  was  done,  and  Dr.  Cha 
took  the  cultures  and  made  the  microscopic  examinations  at  the  hoi 
The  work  continued  to  increase  to  such  an  extent  that  Dr.  Chadwic 
unable  to  attend  to  it,  and  on  Jan.  11,  189o,  the  board  voted  to  a] 
Allen  Greenwood,  M.D.,  to  be  physician  to  the  board  of  health,  a 
place  him  in  charge  of  the  contagious  disease  department.  The  boar 
voted  to  keep  patients  isolated  in  all  cases  of  diphthena  until  a  ne, 
bacteriological  result  was  obtained,  that  is,  until  the  microscope  si 
that  no  diphtheria  bacilli  were  left. 

It  was  during  this  year  that  the  practical  application  of  the  diacov 
a  diphtheria  antitoxine  was  made  in  Europe,  and  this  board,  realizi 
probable  advantages,  made  preparations  to  obtain  some  and  give  it 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  board  was  fortunate  enough  in  Deeem 
obtain  some  of  the  first  lot  available  in  this  country,  and  it  was  immec 
used,  with  unquestionable  benefit.  Since  then  it  has  been  supplj 
physicians  and  the  hospital  by  the  board  free  of  expense,  and  has  | 
effective  to  the  extent  that  the  only  deaths  since  the  first  of  Decembe 
the  three  occurring  during  the  week  that  antitoxine  was  not  obtai 
Thus,  with  the  bacteriological  test  as  an  accurate  method  of  diagnc 
all  cases,  and  diphtheria  antitoxine  for  the  treatment  of  the  severe 
this  board  feels  that  it  now  tias  the  means  for  reducing  the  roorta 
this  disease  to  a  very  low  point.  It  is  well  here  to  emphasize  the  fac 
in  order  to  get  the  most  benefit  from  the  antitoxine,  it  must  be  used 
Another  good  thing  which  has  been  accomplished  this  year  is  in  req 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  to  dismiss  all  children  suffering  with 
troubles,  and  requiring  a  certificate  from  this  board  or  from  a  rep 
physician  before  their  return.  A  considerable  number  of  iocipiec 
mild  cases  of  diphtheria  were  in  this  way  discovered  and  properly  im 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  an  epidemic  of  small-pox,  the  board  c 
two  public  vaccination  stations.  There  were  353  persons  vaccinated 
Main  Street  station,  and  205  at  the  Cutter  Street  station,  —  a  total  o 

Waltham  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its  almost  complete  immuDiti 
typhoid  fever,  there  being  but  13  cases  reported  this  year.  Dnrii 
past  twenty-two  years  Waltham  has  had  fewer  cases  in  proportion 
Ti\m\\^x  ol  v\iUabitant8  than  any  other  city  in  the  Commonwealth,  u 
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excellent  showing  is  evidently  the  result  of  the  purity  and  general  use  of 

its  public  water  supply.     Most  of  the  cases  that  have  occurred  can  be 

traced  to  infected  well  water,  and,  knowing  this,  the  board  has  endeavored 

to  see  that  its  regulations  in  regard  to  wells  are  enforced. 

Since  the  new  contagious  hospital  was  built  by  the  city  the  Waltham 

hospital  has  greatly  enlarged  its  accommodations  for  contagious  cases, 

with  the  result  that  the  board  will  now  be  seldom  required  to  adopt  the 

expensive  expedient  of  running  a  hospital  on  its  own  account.     Yet  the 

city  has  performed  a  duty  in  erecting  the  contagious  hospital ;  for,  although 

cases  can  be  cared  for  much  more  cheaply  at  private  institutions,  there 

should  be  just  such  provision  as  the  city  has  made  for  those  emergencies 

when  we  cannot  obtain  the  services  of  such  institutions.     There  have  been 

treated  at  the  Waltham  hospital  27  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  31  cases  of 

diphtheria. 

Ware. 

On  account  of  the  prevalence  of  small-pox  in  Chicopee,  Holyoke  and 
elsewtiere  in  the  State,  in  May  last,  it  was  deemed  best  that  examination 
of  all  the  schools  should  be  made,  and  the  children  needing  it  vaccinated. 
The  expense  of  the  work  was  mainly  borne  by  the  town.  The  Otis  Com- 
pany and  the  George  H.  Gilbert  Manufacturing  Company,  during  the  sum- 
mer, also  required  re  vaccination  of  all  their  employees. 

There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  here  during  the  past  year,  and  no 
deaths  reported  from  scarlet  fever,  measles  or  diphtheria.  Jaundice  pre- 
vailed during  the  fall  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  considered  epidemic.  Whoop- 
ing-cough has  traversed  the  town  generally  during  the  past  six  months,  with 
less  than  ordinarily  serious  results,  3  deaths  only  being  reported  therefrom. 

It  is  very  fortunate  that  there  have  been  no  cases  of  hydrophobia  among 
our  population,  as  fifteen  head  of  cattle  here  and  seven  more  just  over  the 
Enfield  town  boundary  line  have  been  lost  with  that  disease  during  the  last 
Slimmer.  A  strange  houud,  in  the  early  part  of  April,  bit  a  farm  dog  used 
in  driving  cows,  and  on  May  11,  this  dog  became  mad  and  disappeared 
from  his  home,  on  which  date  two  dogs,  probably  but  one  of  them  affected 
with  hydrophobia,  coursed  through  the  north-western  part  of  the  town  biting 
cattle  only,  then  disappearing  in  the  woods.  In  from  twenty-two  to  twenty- 
nine  days  afterward  nine  of  the  cattle  bitten  died  of  hydrophobia ;  one 
lived  fort3'-seven,  another  sixty-eight,  days  after  being  attacked.  Only 
one  other  dog  became  mad  during  the  year,  and  that,  at  its  home  in  the 
village,  was  killed  by  the  inspector. 

Warren. 

The  past  year  has  been  unusual  in  the  history  of  the  town  for  prevalence 
of  contagious  disease.  There  have  been  41  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  For- 
tunately the  disease  was  generally  of  a  mild  character,  only  5  having  died. 
We  have  investigated  each  case,  as  it  occurred,  carefully,  and,  so  far  as  we 
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could  discover,  have  decided  that  it  depended  upou  some  local  caas 
several  instances  where  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  cases  in  on 
ily,  and  not  extending  to  other  families  in  the  near  vicinity  (subject 
same  influences),  the  spread  of  the  disease  was  clearly  dependent  apo: 
of  caution  and  cleanliness  in  the  care  of  the  sick.  With  oar  presei 
tem  of  cesspools  and  wells  we  must  be  liable  to  the  prevalence  of  < 
which  would  be  prevented  by  a  more  intelligent  disposal  of  our  b 
We  hope  the  town  at  its  coming  annual  meeting  will  take  some  ftctioi 
ing  to  a  comprehensive  and  systematic  system  of  sewerage,  and  tb 
action  will  precede  the  introduction  of  any  general  water  supply  for  < 
tic  purposes. 

W-ELLESLEY. 

No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  re|)orted  to  the  board  during  th 
Six  instances  of  nuisances  have  been  complained  of,  all  of  whicl 
one  exception,  have  been  remedied. 

Westfield. 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  April  6,  1893,  you  Voted^  That  the  Bo 
Health  is  hereby  instructed  to  compel  persons  owning,  leasing  or  ma 
ing  any  building  to  connect  with  the  public  sewer,  as  provided  in  c 
132  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1892 

Your  board  construed  this  vote  as  mandatory,  and  have  endeavo 
enforce  it  with  strict  impartiality.  Frequent  and  urgent  notices  we 
out,  and,  as  a  final  resort,  legal  measures  were  served  at  the  hand 
constable.  Entrances  were  made  from  the  opening  to  the  dosing 
season  as  rapidly  as  property  owners  could  secure  attention  fix 
plumbers. 

Sixty-eight  written  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  board,  and  i 
case  we  have  personally  inspected  the  premises  complained  of,  and 
nuisances  were  found  ordered  them  abate<1.  We  have  also  abated 
nuisances  where  no  complaint  was  lodged. 

Westfokd. 

The  town  has  been  reasonably  free  from  infectious  diseases,  alt 
Hcarlet  fever  has  prevailed  in  a  mild  form,  more  or  less,  during  th< 
Two  fatal  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  Graniteville,  all  in  one  f 
Two  others  of  the  same  family  contracted  the  disease,  but  were  re 
to  the  hospital  in  Lowell  and  recovered.  Investigation  was  made  U 
the  origin  of  the  disease.  The  buildings  and  their  surroundingf 
examined  and  the  water  from  the  wells  analyzed,  but  nothing  of  a  t; 
character  could  be  found,  and  from  the  best  information  we  are  ooi 
it  ori<xinated  outside  of  this  town. 

Upon  receiving  notice  of  a  contagious  disease  we  have  at  once  q 
tined  the  premises  by  posting  cards  of  warning,  which  have  been 
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very  generally  by  the  parties  affected  aud  the  public.  A  few  cases  have 
been  reported  to  us  where  these  notices  have  not  been  complied  with,  where 
the  inmates  as  well  as  their  neighbors  have  mingled  together  too  freely, 
and  by  so  doing  tend  to  spread  the  disease  as  well  as  to  alarm  the  neighbor- 
hood. It  should  be  understood  that  a  notice  of  a  contagious  disease  is  put 
up  for  the  purpose  of  isolating,  as  much  as  possible,  those  affected  and 
the  immediate  family,  and  no  one  should  go  into  the  quarantined  buildings 
unless  he  is  obliged  to  do  so  on  account  of  furnishing  supplies  or  other 

necessities. 

Weston. 

Several  nuisances  have  been  attended  to,  but  in  one  or  two  instances  the 
parties  evinced  a  disposition  to  make  as  little  improvement  as  possible,  and 
this  board  feels  that  in  such  cases  severe  measures  should  be  employed  in 
the  future. 

There  has  been  much  complaint  the  past  summer  in  regard  to  the  feed- 
ing of  city  swill,  and  we  think  that  unless  more  care  is  taken  it  will  be 
necessary  to  forbid  the  use  of  it  entirely  during  the  hot  weather. 

Whitman. 

In  many  instances  people  have  found  fault  with  the  board  for  placarding 
their  houses,  and  in  many  others  the  board  has  been  condemned  for  not 
being  more  strict. 

Demands  have  been  made  that  adult  persons  living  in  the  same  family 
with  a  light  case  of  scarlatina  should  be  kept  from  going  to  their  work  in 
the  factories  ;  but  the  board  decided  that,  after  posting  warning  cards  and 
notifying  as  above,  they  would  go  no  further  unless  in  case  of  special  com- 
plaint, this  being  more  than  had  ever  been  deemed  necessary  in  a  country 
town  before. 

Winchester. 

Care  has  been  taken  by  the  board  of  health  to  prevent  the  spread  of  con- 
tagious diseases.  School-houses  have  been  fumigated  with  more  thau 
ordinary  care  whenever  two  or  more  cases  have  been  reported  from  them. 
We  have  also  given  personal  attention  to  the  fumigation  of  the  houses  in 
which  severe  or  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever  have  occurred. 

The  attention  of  the  school  committee  has  been  called  to  the  custom  of 
daily  distribution  of  books,  slate  pencils,  rubbers  and  sponges,  and  we 
believe  that  this  custom  has  been  corrected  to  some  extent,  but  we  still 
feel  that  it  is  a  most  prolific  means  of  spreading  contagious  diseases,  and 
should  be  done  away  with  entirely.  Each  pupil  should  own  and  use  his 
own  books,  sponge,  pencils  and  rubber,  and  it  would  be  wisdom  for  the 
town  to  furnish  such  materials  free  to  all  who  cannot  afford  to  buy,  and  to 
let  others  buy  their  own.  We  believe  also  that  it  is  very  desirable  fre- 
quently to  remove  dust  from  the  school-rooms  by  wiping  floor  and  furniture 
with  a  damp  cloth,  time  having  been  allowed  for  the  dust  in  the  air  to  set- 
tle undisturbed. 
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WiNTUROP. 

The  tank  at  Short  Beach  has  bccu  used  for  receiving  the  materia 
from  cesspools  and  vaults,  the  same  as  for  the  two  previous  seaaoo 
have  had  do  trouble  with  the  receiving  tank.  It  has  proved  to  be 
easy,  inexpensive  and  the  most  unobjectionable  way  of  disposinj 
material  taken  from  the  cesspools  and  vaults  in  the  parts  of  tl 
where  we  are  as  yet  without  a  public  sewer. 

The  general  work  of  the  board  the  past  season  has  been  unusuall 
and  the  importance  of  a  health  department  is  made  more  manifei 
year  as  our  beautiful  town  increases  in  population. 

Various  buildings  found  in  an  unhealthy  state  during  the  past 
were  ordered  to  be  put  in  good  sanitary  condition.     A  large  nui 
complaints  of  various  kinds  were  made  to  the  board,  and  all  were 
gated  without  delay,  and  where  any  nuisance  was  found  to  exist 
promptly  ordered  abated. 

The  regulations  of  the  board  appeared  for  the  first  time  in  neat  pi 
form,  making  them  more  convenient  to  handle,  and,  as  each  re| 
was  placed  under  its  proper  heading,  reference  to  the  same  was  mac 

The  health  of  the  town  the  past  season  has  been  remarkably  gooc 

Worcester. 

Number  of  complaints  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1894, 1,476. 
fumigated,  584. 

To  render  more  certain  the  diagnosis  in  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  fa 
health  established,  in  September  last,  a  bacteriological  department 
department  has  already  justified  its  introduction  during  the  short 
has  been  established,  many  cases  that  the  physician  in  attendance 
recognize  as  diphtheria  proving  to  be  such,  and  many  others  whic 
thought  to  be  so  proving  on  examination   to  be  simply  tonsillitis 
families  in  these  latter  cases  were  saved  annoyance  and  expense, 
nothing  of  the  anxiety  and  dread  they  were  spared ;  while  in  the 
cases  the  early  detection  of  the  dread  character  of  the  disease  gave 
tunity  for  instituting  means  to  check  its  ravages  and  prevent  its 
Since  the  establishment  the  physicians  of  the  city  have  generally 
themselves  of  its  aid. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  unnecessary  delay  will  occur  in  provid; 
accommodations  required  for  isolating  cases  of  contagious  diseas 
unnecessary  delay  does  take  place,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
not  the  city  be  liable  for  the  expense  and  injury  done  to  the  bosine 
hotel  keeper,  for  instance,  by  an  outbreak  of  contagious  disease  am 
guests  or  employees  and  the  consequent  stoppage  of  the  business ;  or. 
if  an  outbreak  should  occur  in  any  of  the  educational  institatloiis 
city,  in  consequence  of  which  the  school  would  be  forced  to  oloae 
not  the  city  be  liable  ? 
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Bacteria : 
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Relative  degrees  of,  by  experimental  water  filters  under  different  con- 
ditions      592 
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Still-births I 
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Brant  Rock,  Marshfield,  water  supply  of,  examination  of    .  230 
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864  INDEX. 

TAOm 
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Health  of 827 
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Canned  goods,  inspection  of 740 
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Water  supply  of,  examination  of 128 
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Cassia,  inspection  of 739 

Cayenne,  inspection  of 739 

Cedar  Meadow  Pond,  Leicester 195 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  mortality  from xc 

Chad  wick's  Pond,  Bradford HI 

Chambray  Brook,  Belchertown 33 

Charles  River,  examination  of  water  of .  3^ 

AtMllford 241 

At  South  Natick 33^ 
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Charles  River  —  Concluded. 

AtWaltham 881 

At  West  Roxbury 122 

Charles  River,  Improvement  of civ 

Report  of  the  Joint  Board  upon      .....•••     cxxxlii 

Chebacco  Lake,  Essex  and  Hamilton •        •        .  188 

Cheese,  Inspection  of 788 

Chelsea,  consumption  of  water  in  (see  Boston,  Mystic  Works)  •        .        •  409 

Vital  statistics  of xciv,  xcvi 

Water  supply  of  (see  Boston,  Mystic  Works) 128 

Chemical  precipitation  of  sewage  by  sulphate  of  alumina    ....  454 

Chester,  water  supply  of,  examination    of 129 

Austin  Brook  Reservoir 129 

Chicopee,  milk  of 766 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvli 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 129 

Cooley  Brook  and  Cooley  Brook  Reservoir 129 

Morton  Brook  Reservoir 180 

Receiving  Basin  at  pumping  station 180 

Chocolate,  inspection  of 742 

Cholera  infantum,  mortality  from Ixii,  Ixiv,  Ixxiv 

By  ages Ixxv 

By  months Ixxv 

By  sex Ixxv 

Cities,  mortality  of xcli 

Cities  and  towns,  advised  with  regard  to  water  supply  and  sewerage          .  6 

Consumption  of  water  in 409 

Date  of  construction  of  water  works       . 408 

Number  of,  having  public  water  supplies 407 

Ownership  of  water  works 408 

Claflin  Pond,  Milford,  analysis  of  water 240 

Clark,  II.  W.,  Physical  and  chemical  properties  of  sand,      ....  708 

Clinton,  vital  statistics  of xrv,  xcvil 

Cloves,  inspection  of 739 

Cochituate  Lake  (Boston  Water  Works) 101 

Coffee,  inspection  of 742 

Cohasset,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 180 

Tubular  wells 131 

Tubular  test  well 132 

Cold  Spriria:,  Plymouth 287 

Cold  Spring  Brook,  Ashland 91 

Color,  removal  of,  from  Merrimack  River  water  by  experimental  filters  at 

Lawrence 488 

Composition  of  water  of  deep  wells  in  Boston  and  vicinity ;  by  Thomas  M. 

Drown,  M.D.,  Chemist  of  the  Board 421 

Conant  Brook,  Monson 243 

Concord,  health  of 832 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  the  Board 64 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 182 

Sandy  Pond,  Lincoln 132 

Tubular  wells  at  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory 188 
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Concord  and  Sudbary  Meadows,  improyement  of cvtii 

Confectionery,  inspection  of 742 
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Weekly  summary  of  deaths 783 

Mortality  by*  sexes  and  ages Ixxlx 
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to 409 

Cooley  Brook,  LongmeadOw 201 
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Coolidge  Brook  Reservoir,  Orange 278 
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Coy'rt  Pond,  Wenham 140 
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Cream  of  tartar,  inspection  of 742 

Creek  Brook,  Haverhill 167 
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Crystal  Lake,  Haverhill 165 
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Dal  ton.  Fire  District,  water  supply  of 135 

Dan  vers,  water  supply  of,  examination  or 135 

Mlddleton  Pond 185 

Swan's  Pond,  North  Reading 135 
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Dark  Brook,  Auburn 81 
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Deaths  —  Concluded. 
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Health  of 833 
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Deerfield  River,  examination  of 380 
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Experiments  upon  the  puriflcation  of  sewage  by  filtration  at  the  Lawrence 

Experiment  Station 445-574 
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Franklin,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 887 

Water  supply  of,  examination  ol 161 

Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge 128 

Fulling  Mill  Pond,  Hlngham 170 

Gardner,  consumption  of  water  In 409 
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Crystal  Lake 151 
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Ooesstnann,  Prof.  C.  A. ,  report  on  rollk  of  western  Hassaehnaetts 
Oraftoo,  water  aupplj  of,  ezaminattoa  of 

Filter-gallery 

Oravellj  Pond,  Hamilton 

Qreat  Pond,  Bandolph  and  Bralntree 

Great  Fond,  We;montti 

Great  Quittacas  Pond,  Lakevllle 

Qreenfleld,  health  of 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 

Advice  of  Board 

FIsk  or  Hlosdale  Brook,  Sbelbnrne 

Olen  Brook  Reservoir 

Workman  Brook,  Colraln 

Green  Harbor  Klver 

Green  Blvcr  (Deerfleld).  pollntloii  of,  advice  of  Board 

Examination  of,  in  GreenSeld  and  Deerfleld  .... 
Groveland,  Jobnson'a  Pond 

Haggett's  Pond,  Andovur 

Haskell's  Brook,  Gloucester 

Haverhill,  tiealth  of 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  the  Board 

Vital  statistics  of 

Water  supply,  examination  of 

Creek  Brook 

Crystal  Lake 

East  Meadow  Rtvrr 

KenozB  Lake  

Lake  Pentncket     

Lake  Saltonstall 

LltUe  River 

Hawkes  Brook,  Muthuen 

Haynes  Reservoir,  Leominster 

Head,  effect  of  lo^4s  of,  upon  bacterial  purification  of  water 

Loss  of,  daily  records . 

Health  of  towns 

Heart  diseases,  mortality  from 

Heights  of  water  in  ponds  and  reservoirs : 

Berlin,  Gates  Fond 

Boston  Water  Works,  lakes  and  storage  reservoirs 
Brockton,  Sallabnr;  Brook  Storage  Reservoir 

Cambridge,  pond  and  reservoir 

Hudson,  Gates  Pond,  Berlin    ........ 

L,^an  au&%va>%ae,  ponds  and  storage  reservoirs 
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Heights  of  water  in  ponds  and  reservoirs  —  Concluded. 

Maiden,  Med  ford  and  Melrose,  Spot  Pond 222 

Natick,  Dng  Pond 249 

New  Bedford,  Acushnet  Reservoir  and  Little  Qnittacas  Pond       .  253 

Norwood,  Buckmaster  Pond  (Dedham) 276 

Qaincy,  Storage  Reservoir 294 

Salem  and  Beverly,  Wenham  Lake 308 

Springfield,  Ludlow  Reservoir 814 

Hingham  and  Hall,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 168 

Advice  of  Board 17 

Accord  Pond,  Hingham 168,  171 

Fulling  Mill  Pond,  Hingham 170 

Examination  of  water  from  various  sources  for  an  additional  water 

supply 171 

Hinsdale  Fire  District,  Hinsdale,  water  supply  of,  examination  of      .        .  172 

Storage  Reservoir 172 

Hobb's  Brook,  Waltham 127 

Holbrook,  consumption  of  water  in  (see  Randolph) 409 

Water  supply  of  (see  also  Randolph) 173 

Holden,  examination  of  water  in  (see  Nashua  River) 173 

Holllston,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 174 

Holyoke,  milk  of 766 

Vital  Btatistics  of xclv,  xcvi 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 176 

Advice  of  the  Board 20 

Ashley  Pond 177 

Whiting  Street  Storage  Reservoir 176 

Wright  Pond 177 

Honey,  inspection  of 742 

Hoosac  River,  examination  of 382 

At  Williamstown 383 

Hopedale,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Milford)     ....  240 

Horn  Pond,  Woburn 356 

Housatonic  River,  examination  of,  at  New  Lenox 884 

Hogs,  report  upon  experiments  in  feeding,  at  a  State  institution  where 
trichinosis  among  the  swine  had  been  unusually  prevalent;  by 

Prof.  E.  L.  Mark 767 

Hudson,  health  of 839 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 57 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 179 

Gates  Pond,  Berlin 179 

Heights  of  water  in  Gates  Pond,  Berlin 181 

HuU,  health  of 839 

Water  supply  of  (see  Hingham) 181 

Hyde  Park,  consumption  of  water  in     . 409 

Health  of 839 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of ,  advice  of  the  Board 21 

Hyde  Park  and  Milton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  water  of                .  181 

Faucets 188,  184 

Neponset  River 186 


Hjde  Park  and  HiltoD  —  Conelvded. 

New  Bls-lnch  tabalar  wells 

Wells 

B;d«  Park  Water  CompuDy,  advice  of  Board 

Hydrophobia,  mortality  from 

Ice,  Impore,  flrom  Ware's  Pond,  Harblehead 

lUegftlmate  blrtbs.     (See  Births.) 

Improvemept  of  Charles  River 

Improvement  of  Concord  and  Sudbury  meadows 

Indian  Brook,  Hopkloton 

Infant  mortality 

Infectloua  diseases 

NotiacatloQ  of 

Cases  of,  reported  to  the  Board,  1694 

Ingalls'  Brook,  Monson 

Inspt^ction  of  food  and  drugs.     (See  Food  and  Drug  Inspection.) 

International  vital  statiitlca 

Ipswich,  health  of 

Wal«r  supply  of 

Advice  of  Board 

Ipswich  River  at  Beading  pumping  station 

Jablsh  Brook,  Belcbertown 

Jamaica  Pond,  examination  of  water  of 

Johnson's  Pond,  Oroveland 

Jouathan's  Pond,  Wareham 

Keooia  Lake,  Haverhill 

Kettle  Brook,  Leicester 

Kidney  diseases,  mortality  from 

Knight  and  Gold  Reservoir,  Belchertown  ponde 

Lakeville,  examination  of  ponds  In 

Lancaster,  health  of 

Water  snpply  of 

Lard,  lospectlon  of 

Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  detailed  account  of  work  at,  In  1894     . 

Lawrence,  consumption  of  water  In . 

Health  of 

Vital  atatlstlca  of 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 

Dlatrlbatlng  Reservoir  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works 

Force  main  at  Pumping  Station  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Works 

Merrimack    River   opposite  the  Intake  of  the   Lawrence  V 

Works 

Merrimack  River  at,  analyses  of  water  of,  before  and  after  1 

tion iiw,  ees,  es 

Flow  of  Merrimack  River 

LeQ,^«At\iot 


11,1    .1 
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Leicester  Water  Supply  District,  Leicester,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  195 

BamcoatPond 195 

Cedar  Meadow  Pond 195 

Leominster,  health  of 842 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 196 

Haynes  Reservoir 196 

Morse  Reservoir 198 

Lexington,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 200 

Lily  Pond  Brook,  Gloucester 156 

Lincoln,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Concord)      ....  201 

Liquor,  inspection  of 744 

Little  Pond,  Braintree 114 

Little  Qulttacas  Pond,  Lakeville 262 

Little  River,  Haverhill 167 

Little  South  Pond,  Plymouth 286 

Longmeadow,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 201 

Advice  of  Board 25 

Cooley  Brook 201 

Long  Pond,  Lakeville 266 

Lowell,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Health  of 842 

Vital  statistics  of xclv,  xcvl 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 202 

Merrimack  River  opposite  intake  of  the  Lowell  Water  Works  .        .  202 

Tubular  wells  In  valley  of  River  Meadow  Brook         ....  204 

Lower  Ironstone  Reservoir,  Uxbrldge 84 

Lower  Mystic  Lake,  examination  of  water  of  (Boston  Water  Works)         .  107 

Lubber  Brook,  Wilmington, 399 

Ludlow,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Springfield)          .         .        .  206 

Ludlow  Reservoir,  Springfield 312 

Lung  diseases,  acute,  weekly  summary  of  deaths 784 

Lynde  Brook  Storage  Reservoir,  Worcester 358 

Lynn,  health  of        ... 844 

Vital  statistics  of xciv,  xcvi 

Lynn  and  Saugus,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 206 

Birch  Pond,  Lynn 209 

Breed's  Pond,  Lynn 207 

Faucet  in  Lynn 218 

Glen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn 213 

Saugus  River 215,  216 

Walden  Pond,  Lynn 211 

Heights  of  water  In  ponds  and  storage  reservoirs 220 

Mace,  Inspection  of 739 

Malarial  fever,  mortality  from Ixxxvll 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths 787 

Maiden,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 845 

Vital  statistics  of xciv,  xcvi 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of    . 228 
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Maiden  —  Concluded, 

Water  supply  —  Concltided. 

Tabular  wells  at  Maple  wood 228 

Tubular  test  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  Maplewood         ....  224 

Tubular  test  wells  southwest  of  Martin's  Pond,  North  Reading    .  224 

Maiden,  Med  ford  and  Melrose,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .  220 

Spot  Pond,  Stoneham 221 

Heights  of  water  in  Spot  Pond 222 

Management  of  sewage  filters  to  secure  continuous  efficiency      .        .  491-496 

Manchester,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 225 

Mansfield,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Maple  sugar,  inspection  of 742 

Maple  syrup,  inspection  of 742 

Marblchead,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 846 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 225 

Large  collecting  well 225 

Small  collecting  well 226 

Tubular  wells  in  the  valley  of  Forest  River 227 

Ware's  Pond 227 

Mark,  Prof.  E.  L.,  report  upon  experiments  in  feeding  hogs  at  a  State  in- 
stitution where  trichinosis  among  the  swine  had  been  unusually 

prevalent 757 

Marlborough,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Health  of 846 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Examination  of  water  of  Walker*s  Brook  (Boston  Water  Works)        .  97 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 227 

Faucets 229 

Lake  Williams 228 

Millham  Brook 229 

Report  on  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  in ;  by  William  T.  Sedgwick, 

Ph.D.,  Biologist  of  the  Board .  76S 

Marriages  and  marriage  rates,  1884-1898 xllv 

By  ages xIt 

By  counties,  1891-1898 xlv 

By  months,  1898 xlrl 

In  cities  and  towns  having  over  10,000  inhabitants       .        .  xciv,  xcr! 

Marshfield,  Brant  Rock,  water  supply  of,  examination  of    .        .        .        .  230 
Massachusetts  Reformatory,  Concord,  examination  of  water  from  tobaUur 

wells  at IS3 

Maynard,  health  of 847 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 230 

Ma«<sachusetts,  vital  statistics  of,  1898 xxxvU 

Measles,  mortality  from Ixii,  1x1  v,  Ixzi 

By  ages Ixxl 

By  months        ...«.•••••••  Ixxl 

By  sexes '.        .        .  lxx| 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths 786 

Reported  cases  of 788,  78f 
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Medfleld,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 281 

Medford,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Health  of 847 

Vital  statistics  of zcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  also  Maiden,  Medford  and  Mel- 
rose)         282 

Wright's  Pond  source 282 

Meeting-house  Pond,  Westminster 146 

Medical  examiners,  returns  of xcviii 

MelroMe,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 847 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  also  Maiden,  Medford  and  Mel- 
rose)         288 

Tubular  wells 288 

Idendon  Pond 284 

Merrimack  River,  examination  of  (see  also  Lawrence  and  Lowell)      .  384 

Between  Lowell  and  Lawrence 386 

At  Lawrence 190,  196 

At  Lowell 202 

Analyses  of  water  of 190,  202,  656,  657,  659,  692-700 

Results  of  double  filtration  of  Merrimack  River  water  .        .        .        .    679,588 

Flow  of,  at  Lawrence 194,  418 

"Merrymeeting  River,  N.  H 887 

Methuen,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 286 

Covered  reservoir 287 

Tubular  wells 286 

Metropolitan  water  supply ciil 

Report  of  State  Board  of  Health  upon cxvii 

Mldiileborough  Fire  District,  Middleborough,  water  supply  of,  examina- 
tion of 238 

Consumption  of  water  in 409 

Middle  Reservoir,  Winchester 353 

Middleton,  consumption  of  water  In  (see  Danvers) 409 

Water  supply  of  (see  Danvers) 239 

Middleton  Pond,  Middleton 136 

Mllford,  health  of 847 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  the  Board 26 

Mllford  and  Hopedale,  water  supply  of,  examination  of       ...        .  240 

Claflln  Pond  and  Echo  Lake,  Mllford 240 

Charles  River  at  Mllford 241 

Milk: 

Adulterated 720 

Inspection  of 788 

From  cities,  784 ;  from  towns,  735 ;  from  suspected  producers,  736. 

Tables,  showing  quality  of,  by  months 786 

Milk  condensed,  inspection  of 741 

Millbury,  health  of 848 

Miller's  River,  examination  of,  at  Athol  and  Orange 889 

'.MiUham  Brook,  Marlborough 228 

^Millis,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 241 

Aqua  Rex  Spring 241 


HlllviUe,  exftmlDatloD  of  Blickstone  River  at 

Htlton,  coDsnmptloD  of  water  in 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  tbe  Board 

Water  BuppI;  of,  examliiatlon  of 

Advice  of  Board 

Tubular  test  wells 

HoUsses,  iDspectloD  of 

Honson,  proposed  water  supply  of 

Advice  o(  Board 

ConaDt  and  Ingall's  brooks 

Test  well 

HoDtsgue,  coDsumptloD  of  water  In      .  ' 

Montague,  Turner's  Falls  Fire  District,  water  supply  uf,  examlnAtloa  i 

Lake  Pleasant 

Horse  Keservolr,  Leominster 

Mortality  reports : 

Statistics  of  disease  and  mortality 

Summary  of  weekly  reports  of  cities  and  towns     .... 

Total  deaths 

Deaths  of  children  under  five  years 

Acute  lung  diseases 

Consumption 

Dlarrbceal  diseases 

Diphtheria  and  croup 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Wbooplng-congb,  malarial  fever,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever 
small-poi 

Of  cities 

Morton  Brook  Itewervolr,  Chlcopee 

Mastard,  Inspection  of 

Mystic  Lake  (Boston  Water  Works) 

Nahant,  consumption  of  water  In  (aee  Swampscott)     .... 

Health  of 

Water  supply  of  (see  Swampscott) 

Nantucket,  consQraptlon  of  water  in 

Health  of 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  the  Board 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 

Wannacoraet  Pond 

Nashua  River,  cxamlDstlon  of 

North  Branch  below  Fltcbbnrg 

North  Branch  above  Lancaster 

Tributaries  of  the  Stillwater  Btver 

Stillwater  River  at  SterllnR 

Tributaries  of  Quinepoxet  River 

Quinepozet  River  In  Holden 

South  Branch  above  Clinton 

gO'O.'Ctv  ■fiiwi^fe  «.  Lancaster 
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Katick,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 848 

Water  sapply  of,  examination  of 248 

Dug  Pond 248 

Heights  of  water  in  Dug  Fond 249 

Needham,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Health  of 848 

Water  sapply  of,  examination  of 250 

Keponset  River  at  Hyde  Faric 187 

Kew  Bedford,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 849 

Vital  statistics  of xciv,  xcvi 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 250 

Advice  of  the  Board 80 

Storage  reservoir 251 

Little  Quittacas  Pond,  LakevlUe 252 

Great  Quittacas  Pond,  LakevlUe 254 

Long  Pond,  LakevlUe 255 

Heights  of  water  in  Acushnet  Reservoir  and  Little  Quittacas  Pond      .  258 

Newburyport,  consumption  of  water  in .        .  409 

Health  of 849 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 256 

Advice  of  Board 84 

Faucet 257 

Wells  in  valley  of  Artichoke  River 259 

Newburyport  Water  Company,  advice  of  Board 84 

Newton,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 849 

Vital  statistics  of xciv,  xcvi 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 269 

Covered  distributing  reservoir 261 

Faucet 260 

Test  wells  In  Needham 264 

Nitrification 430,  474-484,  507,  634 

Nitrogen,  storage  of,  in  experimental  sewage  filters  at  Lawrence        .        .  486 
Nitrogen,  storage  of,  in  experimental  water  filters  at  Lawrence   .        .        .    599,  601 

Norman's  Woe  Brook,  Gloucester 159 

North  Adams,  milk  of 766 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Northampton,  health  of 861 

Milk  of 756 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 264 

Lower  Storage  Reservoir 265 

Upper  Storage  Reservoir 265 

North  Andover,  health  of 851 

Sewage  disposal,  advice  of  the  Board 61 

North  Attleborough,  consumption  of  water  In      .        .        .        .        •        •  409 

Health  of 852 

Water  sapply  of,  advice  of  the  Board 85 
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North  Attleboroagh  —  Concluded, 
Water  supply  —  Concluded. 

Examination  of 266,  267 

Test  wells 267 

Ten-mile  River  In  Wrentham 268 

Northboroagh,  water  sapply  of,  examination  of    .  * 268 

Lower  Reservoir 269 

Upper  Reservoir 268 

North  Brookfleld,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 269 

Doane  Pond 269 

Flltered-water  well 271 

North  Easton  Village  District,  Easton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of   .  137 

North  Pond,  Orange 276 

North  Reservoir,  Winchester 849 

North  Watuppa  Lake,  Fall  River 143 

Norton,  proposed  water  supply  of 273 

Advice  of  Board 86 

Rumford  and  Wading  rivers 273 

Test  wells 273 

Norwood,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 274 

Heights  of  water  In  Buckmaster  Pond,  Dedham 275 

Notification  of  infectious  diseases xzxli 

Nutmegs,  inspection  of 740 

Offensive  trades xxviil 

Old  age,  deaths  at  extreme Ivli 

Olive  oil,  inspection  of 738 

Onset  Bay  Fire  District,  Wareham,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .        .  333 

Jonathan's  Fond 834 

Orange,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Health  of 852 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 876 

Coolidge  Brook  Reservoir 278 

Distributing  Reservoir 279 

Faucet 281 

North  Pond 276 

Oxygen,  dissolved,  in  sewage  from  Lawrence  Street  sewer         .        .  458 
In   Merrimack  River  water  and  effluents  from  experimental  water 

filters  at  Lawrence 650 

Palmer,  health  of 853 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  the  Board 62 

Palmer  Fire  District,  Palmer,  water  supply  of,  examination  of    .        .        .  282 

Peabody,  consumption  of  water  In 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 282 

Brown's  Pond 283 

Spring  Pond 283 

Vital  statistics  of xcr,  zctU 
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Pentacket  Lake,  Haverhill 166 

Pepper,  inspection  of 740 

Pepperell,  proposed  water  supply  of,  examination  of 288 

Test  well  and  spring 285 

Permanency  of  sewage  filters 486 

Directly  dependent  upon  the  treatment  which  they  receive    .        .        .  491 

Of  efficiency  of  water  filters  in  removing  bacteria 578 

Physical  and  chemical  properties  of  sand  with  special  reference  to  the  filtra- 
tion of  water;  by  H.  W.  Clark,  chemist  of  the  Lawrence  Experi- 
ment Station 701 

Pittsfield,  health  of 853 

Milk  of 766 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 285 

Pleasant  Lake,  Montague 244 

Ploughing  sewa:;e  filters,  effect  of 492 

Plymouth,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 286 

Cold  Spring 287 

Faucets 287 

Little  South  Pond 286 

Pneumonia,  mortality  from Ixlii,  Ixlv,  Ixxxiv 

By  ages Ixxxv 

By  months Ixxxv 

By  sexes Ixxxiv 

Pollution  of  rivers  and  sources  of  water  supply 63 

Population  of  towns  having  and  not  having  public  water  supplies       .        .  407 
Population  of  Massachusetts,  by  United  States  Census  of  1870,  1880,  1890, 

and  State  Census  of  1865,  1875,  1885 xliil 

By  ages xl 

By  counties xl 

By  sexes xl 

Census  of  children  under  five  years  of  age llv 

Vital  statistics  of  urban  population xcii 

Density  of,  in  Massachusetts,  1891-1893 xcli 

Percentage  of,  at  different  age-periods  (table) c 

Of  cities  and  towns  having  over  10,000  inhabitants         ....  xciv 

Powow  Hill  Water  Company,  Amesbury 74 

Precipitation,  chemical,  of  sewage  at  Lawrence 454 

Prodigiosus,  Bacillus,  similarity  to  B.  typhi  abdomiualis  in  its  mode  of 

life  in  river  water  at  Lawrence 658 

Method  of  application  to  water  filters  at  Lawrence       ....  658 

Table  showing  numbers  In  applied  water 659 

Prosecutions 724 

Provincetown,  health  of 853 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 288 

Faucets 289 

Tubular  wells 288 

Puerperal  fever,  weekly  summary  of  deaths 787 

Purification  of  sewage  and  water.  (See  Sewage,  Filtration  of,  and  Water, 
Filtration  of.) 
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Quantitative  efficiency  of  experimental  filters  at  Lawrence,  seven  years' 

results 497 

Of  experimental  water  filters  at  Lawrence 577 

Quantity  of  sand  removed  from  water  filters  at  Lawrence  to  relieve  clog- 
ging          664 

Of  water  yielded  by  filters  between  scrapings  at  Lawrence    .        .  654 

Qulncy,  consumption  of  water  in 409 

Health  of 853 

Vital  statistics  of xcv,  xcvii 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 290 

Advice  of  Board 38 

Storage  Reservoir 292 

Town  Brook 290 

Heights  of  water  in  Storage  Reservoir 294 

Blue  Hill  River  at  Braintree 296 

Brooks 294,  295 

Qulnepoxet  River,  examination  of,  in  Holden 397 
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